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History  of  Erie  County 


Jacob  J.  Dauch.  One  of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  Sandusky, 
and  a  successful  financier,  Jacob  J.  Dauch,  has  been  a  commanding  figure 
ill  the  industrial  cinlis  of  Erie  County  for  many  years,  and  as  president 
of  the  llindc-DiiiK  h  l'ai)ir  Company,  and  of  the  Dauch  Manufacturing 
Coiiipaiis.  is  aili\('l\-  identified  with  two  of  the  important  business  con- 
cerns of  the  city,  lie  was  born  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  a  son  of  Philip 
Dauch,  and  the  grandson  of  a  prosperous  Gennan  farmer,  who  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Wurtemburg,  Germany. 

Philip  Dauch,  the  only  member  of  his  father's  hou.sehold  to  leave  the 
fatherland,  was  born  in  Wiirtemburg,  Germany,  in  1820,  where,  after 
completing  his  early  education,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  cooper 
and  brewer's  trade.  In  18-17  he  immigrated  to  America,  being  eight 
weeks  crossing  the  ocean  in  a  sailing  vessel.  From  New  York,  where  he 
landed,  he  came  directly  to  Ohio,  and  after  living  in  Cincinnati  three 
years,  and  in  Springfield  one  year,  he  located  in  Sandusky,  and  at  once 
estal)lished  a  brewery  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Kuebeler-Stang 
brewery,  situated  near  the  Pennsylvania  coal  docks.  Other  breweries 
liad  previously  manufactured  ale  and  (iiiirk  l)cci-,  Imt  lie  brewed  the  first 
lager  made  in  the  city.  He  operated  his  lueweiy  siiei-esstnll\-  until  1865, 
when,  having  sustained  heavy  losses  tlir(iu,i;li  eiiddrsiiie-  notes  which  he 
had  to  pay,  he  gave  up  his  business  and  retired  to  a  farm  in  i\largai"etta 
Township,  where  he  lived  for  five  years.  Kemoving  then  to  Huron  Town- 
ship, he  purchased  a  farm,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
passing  away  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

Tlie  maiden  name  of  tlie  \vife  of  Philip  Dauch  was  JMaria  Elnora 
Klotz.  She  was  born  in  l>aden,  Germany,  in  1831,  a  daughter  of  Anthony 
Klotz,  who,  in  1833,  came  witli  his  family  to  Ohio  in  pioneer  days,  set- 
tling in  file  vicinit_\-  of  S|)ringfield,  Clark  County,  where  he  cleared  and 
improved  the  farm  on  which  lie  sjienf  his  remaining  days.  She  was  bred, 
educated  and  married  in  Springfield,  and  now  lives  on  the  home  farm 
in  Huron  Township.  To  her  and  her  husband  ten  children  were  born, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  remaining  eight  are:  Jacob  J., 
Emma  Augusta,  Kegina.  JVlarv  Louise,  Gustavus.  Theodore,  William, 
and  Mai-tJia. 

Ohtainiiigliiseleineiitiiry  ediieation  in  the  Gennan  and  Englisli  school 
located  on  Camp  Street,  Sandnsky.  .laeoh  .1.  Dan.li  afterward  attended 
the  rural  schools  of  Jlargaivita  and  llunui  to\vnslii|is.  Sulisecnu'iitly 
entering  the  Bucke\-e  Dusiiiess  and  Tideii'apli  Colleuc.  now  tlie  Sandusky 
Business  College,  he  was  eradnated  from  that  institution  in  1876.  Re- 
turning then  to  the  parmlal  Ihimestead,  Mr.  Dauch  was  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil  until  the  sjninii-  of  1^7>.  when  he  accepted  a  position,  at  $12  a 
month,  as  deck  liand  on  a  steam  barge.  At  the  end  of  the  season  he  re- 
turned to  file  farm  and  resumed  his  former  occupation,  contifiuing  his 
agricultural  labors.  In  tlie  spring  of  1881  Mr.  Dauch  removed  to  San- 
dusky, and  for  a  time  was  engaged  in  flie  ice  Imsiiiess.  In  file  fall  of 
47.") 
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1881  he  purchased  the  Saudusky  Business  College,  and  three  years  later 
sold  out  to  B.  B.  Brown,  and  again  went  back  to  the  home  farm,  where, 
in  addition  to  general  farming,  he  operated  a  threshing  machine  and 
clover  huller  and  baled  hay  for  the  neighbors,  carrying  on  a  successful 
business  for  five  or  more  years. 

In  1888  Mr.  Dauch,  having  acquired  an  interest  in  the  paper  manu- 
facturing business  then  conducted  by  Harvey,  Hinde  &  Company,  came 
to  Sandusky  to  devote  his  time  and  energies  to  his  new  enterprise.  Since 
he  became  connected  with  that  firm  its  name  has  been  several  times 
changed,  first  to  llindc  Ihinsou  &  Company,  then  to  the  Sandusky 
Paper  Company;  later  lo  liiiide  &  Daueh ;  and  is  now  known  as  the 
Hinde  &  Dauch  Pajx  i-  ('(nnjiany,  with  Mr.  Dauch  as  its  president. 

In  1880  Mr.  Daii.-h  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  May  Wendt. 
She  was  born  in  HiNse-l  )anMsiailt,  Germany,  and  as  a  child  came  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents,  Henry  and  Martha  Wendt,  who  located 
in  Vermilion,  Erie  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dauch  have  had  five 
children:  Elnora  L.,  Leola  E.,  Henry  P.  (who  died  aged  twenty-one 
years),  Aletha  JL,  and  Wade  W.  Elnora  is  the  wife  of  Sidney  Frohman, 
who  is  treasurer  of  both  the  Hinde  &  Dauch  Paper  Company,  and  of  the 
Dauch  Manufacturing  Company.  In  national  politics  Mr.  Dauch  is  a 
republican,  but  in  local  affaiis  he  is  independent,  voting  for  the  best  men 
and  measures.  Industrious,  i  iiler|>iising  and  progressive,  he  is  a  self- 
made  man  in  every  sense  iiiii'liid  Ky  the  term,  and  deserves  credit  for  the 
high  position  he  has  attained,  not  oidy  in  business  circles  but  as  a  valued 
and  esteemed  citizen. 

Addison  H.  Pearl.  One  of  the  native  sons  and  honored  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  Erie  County  to  whom  it  is  specially  gratifying  to 
accord  representation  in  this  publication  is  Capt.  Addison  H.  Pearl, 
who  is  now  living  virtually  retired  in  the  fine  little  City  of  Huron  and 
whose  is  a  commanding  place  in  popular  confidence  and  esteem.  It 
was  his  to  represent  his  native  county  as  a  gallant  soldier  and  officer 
of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war,  and  his  entire  life  has  been  dominated  by 
the  same  spirit  of  loyalty  and  the  same  integrity  of  purpose  that  thus 
prompted  him  to  go  forth  in  defense  of  the  integrity  of  the  nation.  All 
of  consistency  is  shown  in  the  following  appreciative  estimate  that  has 
been  given  by  one  familiar  with  the  life  and  services  of  this  sterling 
citizen:  "Captain  Pearl  is  one  of  those  intellectual,  reliable  citizens 
whom  the  public  loves  to  honor  and  whose  good  deeds  and  kind  acts  are 
imperishable  and  will  perpetuate  his  memory  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
long  after  his  life's  work  has  been  finislied. " 

Captain  Pearl  is  not  only  a  representative  of  one  of  the  fine  pioneer 
families  of  the  historic  Western  Resei-ve  of  Ohio,  but  is  a  scion  of  a 
family  that  was  founded  in  New  England  in  the  colonial  era  of  our 
national  history,  the  lineage  tracing  back  to  staunch  English  origin 
and  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  name  having  been  a  soldier  in 
the  warfare  against  the  great  Napoleon. 

On  a  pioneer  farm  in  Berlin  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  Addison 
H.  Pearl  was  born  on  the  24th  of  March,  1830,  and  concerning  condi- 
tions that  then  obtained  in  this  section  of  the  state  it  has  well  been 
stated  that  he  was  born  "at  a  time  when  not  a  single  railroad  crossed 
this  part  of  the  country,  when  nearly  the  entire  land  was  covered  with 
dense  forests,  and  the  pioneers  were  engaged  in  ditching  the  swamps 
and  fellijig  the  giant  forest  trees.  Captain  Pearl  having  become  one  of 
the  toilers  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  work. ' ' 

Captain  Pearl  is  a  son  of  Oliver  and  IMary  (Sexton)  Pearl,  both 
natives  of  Ellington,  Tolland  County,  Connecticut,  where  the  former 
was  born  November  10,  1791,  and  the  latter  December  5,   1795,  their 
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marriage  having  l)een  solemnized  in  their  native  county  in  the  year 
1811.  There  they  began  their  wedded  life  in  a  modest  home  on  a  typical 
little  New  England  farm  and  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  Oliver  Pearl 
there  continued  to  give  his  attention  for  eight  years,  at  the  expiration 
of  which,  in  1819,  he  traded  his  Connecticut  property  for  100  acres  of 
heavily  timbered  land  in  what  is  now  Berlin  Township,  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  the  township  having  at  that  time  borne  the  name  of  Eldridge  and 
I*]rie  County  having  been  still  an  integral  part  of  Ilui'on  County.  He 
obtained  also  forty  acres  of  land  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga  River, 
and  1his  tract  is  now  a  part  of  the  City  of  Cleveland  and  of  immense 
vahic. 

In  the  autumn  of  1819  Oliver  Pearl  provided  himself  with  a  proper 
pioneer  eciuipment  of  teams  and  wagons  and  made  ready  for  the  long 
overland  journey  from  Connecticut  to  Jiis  new  home  in  the  wilds  of 
Ohio,  this  primitive  means  having  been  employed  in  tlie  transportation 
of  his  wife  and  three  children  and  the  small  stock  of  household  goods 
and  nuiior  farm  implements.  After  weary  weeks  of  travel  under  fre- 
quently most  onerous  conditions,  the  family  arrived  at  the  little  pioneer 
farm  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga  River,  but  the  prevalence  of  malarial 
fever  in  that  locality  led  the  sturdy  pioneer,  in  consonance  with  the 
advice  of  established  settlers  there,  to  continue  his  journey  through  the 
forest  to  his  other  tract  of  land,  now  one  of  the  fine  agricultural  domains 
of  Erie  County.  To  make  his  way  to  this  land  Mr.  Pearl  was  compelled 
to  fell  the  timber  for  a  considerable  distance,  in  order  to  permit  the 
passage  of  his  teams  and  wagons,  and  on  the  journey  he  and  his  family 
had  occasion  to  pass  through  the  Indian  village  that  was  established  on 
the  site  of  the  present  Town  of  Milan,  eight  miles  distant  from  his  old 
homestead.  Making  a  small  claaring  on  his  land,  Mr.  Pearl  there  erected 
a  primitive  house  of  round  logs,  which  was  replaced  as  soon  as  possible 
with  a  more  pretentious  dwelling  of  hewed  logs,  the  providing  of  which 
caused  him  to  be  looked  iipon  in  the  pioneer  community  as  a  citizen  of 
opulence.  The  Huron  Indians  in  the  vicinity  were  in  the  main  friendly 
and  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  them  to  call  at  the  homes  of  the  white 
settlers  and  ask  for  food  or  other  entertainment.  The  conditions  and 
exigencies  of  the  pioneer  days  have  been  often  told  in  story  and  historic 
record,  and  it  is  unnecessary  in  this  article  to  attempt  to  enlarge  upon 
this  topic.  With  the  effective  aid  of  his  sturdy  sons,  Oliver  Pearl  re- 
claimed much  of  liis  land  to  cultivation,  and  here  he  continued  to  reside 
on  Ins  old  homestead  until  after  the  birth  of  his  tenth  child,  his  death 
having  occurred  May  25,  1835,  and  his  name  meriting  enduring  place 
on  the  roll  of  the  honored  and  influential  pioneers  who  initiated  and 
carried  forward  the  arduous  work  of  development  and  progress  in  Erie 
County.  IMr.  Pearl  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
was  instant  in  kindly  deeds  and  good  works,  and  commanded  tiie  high 
regard  of  all  who  knew  liini,  both  he  and  his  wife  having  been  prominent 
in  the  organization  of  the  pioneer  congregation  that  erected  the  little 
Methodist  chapel  of  th(^  neighborhood,  and  Mrs.  Pearl,  who  long  survived 
her  lu>noi-(>d  husband  and  ])assed  to  eternal  rest  on  tlie  5th  of  May,  1884, 
continued  a  zealous  and  devoted  member  of  this  chapel  until  the  time  of 
her  demise.  Of  the  ciiildren  all  attaitied  to  years  of  maturity  except 
Jerome,  and  concerning  tliem  the  following  brief  data  are  given : 

Oliver  S.  died  in  1883  and  left  a  family  of  children;  Ansel  II.  died 
in  1832,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  he  having  been  a  mechanical 
genius  and  having  been  employed  as  a  patternmaker  in  Cincinnati  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  his  young  wife  surviving  him:  Mary  A.  was  a 
young  woman  at  the  time  of  her  death,  in  1843;  William  married  and 
became  a  farmer  in  Erie  County,  whence  he  later  removed  to  Tjorain 
Comity,  where  lie  contiiiiicd  to  lie'  identiiied  witli  the  same  voeation  until 
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liis  ik'atli,  iu  1883,  his  widow  having  survived  him  liy  a  uumber  of 
years  aud  their  three  sons  being  still  residents  of  this  state;  Emeline 
became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Ellis  and  they  were  residents  of  Hersey, 
Osceola  County,  Michigan,  at  the  time  of  their  death,  three  children  still 
surviving  them  and  being  residents  of  that  state :  Albert  died  while  mak- 
ing a  trip  through  the  pine  forests  of  northci-n  .Mielii'jran,  was  twice  mar- 
ried aud  is  survived  by  a  number  of  eliildicii;  Alarilla  became  the  wife 
of  Stewart  Young,  both  being  now  deceasi'<l  and  1  icing  survived  by  chil- 
dren; Addison  H.,  of  this  review,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Harriet, 
whose  death  occurred  in  1907,  was  the  wife  of  Deforest  Simpson,  and  of 
their  three  children  one  son  and  one  daughter  survive  them;  Jerome  died 
in  early  youth. 

As  previously  intimated.  Captain  Addison  II.  Pearl  early  gained  in 
connection  with  the  work  of  the  pioncei-  farm  a  full  fellowship  with 
arduoiis  toil  and  endeavor,  and  after  tlic  ilrath  of  his  father  he  assisted 
in  caring  for  his  widowed  mother  with  all  nl'  lilial  solicitude  and  devotion. 
Touching  his  early  educational  advanta.L'c  the  following  statements  have 
been  written:  "In  winter  he  attended  the  subscription  schools  of  the 
locality  and  period  and  his  alert  mind  and  close  application  enabled  him 
to  make  rapid  and  assured  advancement  in  scholastic  lore,  so  that  by  the 
time  he  had  reached  manlmod  his  store  of  learning  was  very  tliorough 
for  his  da.v  and  has  since  malilid  liim  to  hold  his  own  with  the  men  of 
intellectual  power  and  broad  iufdrinatinn, "' 

About  the  time  he  attained  tn  liis  |.'-al  iiia.iority  the  construction  of 
the  line  of  the  Lake  Slioi'e  lV:  .\lielii-aii  Sent  In  rn  Railroad  was  being  car- 
ried forward  throiiiili  this  section,  and  (ajilain  Pearl  obtained  employ- 
ment under  the  overseer  of  this  construction  work,  in  1852,  this  execu- 
tive, Mr.  "Wackman,  having  later  become  general  superintendent  of  the 
railroad  mentioned.  Captain  Pearl  was  finally  assigned  to  the  supervision 
of  the  construct  ion  of  an  eight-mile  section  of  the  road,  and  after  sever- 
ing his  association  with  railroad  work  he  resumed  his  connection  with 
agricultural  pursuits.  When  the  Civil  war  was  precipitated  he  sub- 
ordinated all  personal  interests  to  tender  his  aid  in  defense  of  the 
Union,  and  his  record  as  a  soldier  will  inure  to  the  lasting  honor  of  his 
name,  the  fortune  of  war  having  not  left  him  unscathed,  as  he  lost  the 
sight  of  his  right  e.ye  through  in.iury  effected  by  an  exploding  shell. 
Concerning  his  military  career  and  later  activities  a  succinct  narrative 
has  been  prepared  and  is  well  worthy  of  reproduction,  with  but  slight 
paraphrase,  in  this  publication,  the  context  being  substantially  as  fol- 
lows : 

'"In  1861,  on  the  4th  day  of  September,  his  patriotism  found  dominat- 
ing manifestation  in  his  enlistment  as  a  private  in  the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry. 
Entering  the  service,  he  proved  to  be  brave,  .iudieimis  and  skillful  in  times 
of  danger,  aud  his  ability  was  recognized  by  his  snp.  rior  ntticers  by  con- 
secutive promotions  accorded  to  him.  He  was  lirst  api^ointed  assistant 
commissary  of  subsistence,  by  Colonel  M.  Paramore,  commanding  the 
brigade,  and  afterward  he  served  on  the  staff  of  Colonel  Long  until  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain.  Colonel  Long  having  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  the  brigade.  With  marked  distinction  Captain  Pearl 
served  in  command  of  his  company,  wliich  he  led  in  many  a  dangerous 
and  sanguinary  conflict.  He  was  twice  captured,  but  on  each  occasion  his 
coolness,  courage  and  tact  enabled  him  to  escape  confinement  in  a  Con- 
federate prison.  He  was  once  severely  wounded  by  a  bursting  shell, 
and  the  physical  infirmity  entailed  remains  as  a  tangible  mark  of  his 
gallant  service  iu  perpetuating  the  integrity  of  the  nation.  For  eight 
months  Captain  Pearl  was  in  charge  of  the  fort  barracks  and  supply 
station  at  Colum])ia,  Tennessee.  He  continued  for  a  protracted  jieriod 
a  nu'mber  of  the  staff  of  General  Long  and  for  two  years  and  nine  niontlis 
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was  in  active  service  as  a  commissioned  officer  in  tlie  United  States  Army, 
his  serious  wound  having  finally  incapacitated  him  and  resulted  in  his 
honorable  discharge,  his  period  of  service  having  covered  three  and  one- 
half  years. 

"After  the  close  of  his  distinguished  military  career  Captain  Pearl 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Berlin  township,  but  it  was  long  after  the 
war  before  his  strength  and  vitality  were  sufficiently  restored  to  enable 
him  to  return  to  the  labors  of  civil  life.  He  finally  resumed  his  fruitful 
activities  as  an  agriculturist  and  stock-grower,  and  his  industry  and 
good  management  were  not  denied  their  reward.  He  assumed  charge  of 
the  old  home  place,  where  he  continued  his  services  until  after  the  death 
of  his  loved  mother.  While  thus  engaged  in  the  management  of  the  old 
homestead  the  Captain  took  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs,  as  a 
staunch  and  well  fortified  advocate  of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the 
Republican  party.  At  that  time  Erie  county  claimed  a  definite  Demo- 
cratic ma.iority  and  the  Republicans  had  little  show  for  the  election  of 
their  candidates.  In  1879  Captain  Pearl  reluctant^  accepted  the  Repub- 
lican nomination  for  representative  of  his  native  county  in  the  State 
Legislature.  lie  made  an  aggressive  canvass  and  this  effective  work,  as 
coupled  with  his  un(|ualified  personal  popularity,  enabled  him  to  over- 
come the  Democratic  majority  normally  given,  his  election  having  been 
compassed  by  a  majority  of  201  votes.  During  his  two  years  of  service 
as  a  member  of  the  lower  house  of  the  legislature  Captain  Pearl  made  a 
characteristically  excellent  record,  with  loyal  efforts  to  promote  wise 
legislation  and  with  assignment  to  various  important  committees,  includ- 
ing that  on  fish  and  game,  and  he  was  made  chairman  of  that  body." 

Since  1906  Captain  and  Mrs.  Pearl  have  maintained  their  residence 
in  the  fine  little  City  of  Pluron,  and  it  may  with  all  of  consistency  he 
said  that  in  their  native  state  their  circles  of  friends  is  limited  only  by 
that  of  their  accinaintance.  In  1898  Captain  Pearl  erected  his  present 
attractive  and  modern  residence,  and  the  home  is  a  center  of  generous 
and  gracious  hospitality,  with  Mrs.  Pearl  as  its  popular  chatelaine.  The 
captain  is  affiliated  with  the  lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
at  East  Town.send,  Huron  County,  near  the  old  home  farm,  and  at 
Huron  he  is  one  of  the  most  appreciative  and  honored  comrades  of  Moses 
Martin  Post  No.  649,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  is  serving 
as  chaplain  in  1915.  Roth  lie  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

In  Huron  County,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1865,  Captain  Pearl 
wedded  Jliss  Thirza  B.  Hyde,  who  was  born  in  that  county  on  the  11th 
of  December,  1840,  and  who  was  a  representative  of  a  well-known  pioneer 
family.  Mrs.  Pearl  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1892,  and  of  the  children  of  this  union  all  are  living  except  Emily 
L.,  who  died  in  early  youth ;  Ada  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Edward  D.  Arndt,  a 
reiiicseiitative  physician  at  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  and  they  have  three 
rhiI(lri'n--Loui.sa,  Loma  and  Mary;  Edwin  S.  is  advertising  agent  for  the 
FairliMuks  Scale  Company  in  the  City  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  his 
three  cliililren  are  Priscilla,  Mary  and  Edwin  S.,  Jr. ;  Allen  S.  is  secretary 
of  a  company  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  electrical  supplies  in  the 
City  of  (!hicago,  and  his  children  are  Gertrude,  Allen  S.,  Jr.,  and  Eliza- 
beth :  AVilliam  II.  is  a  traveling  salesnuin  for  the  Illinois  Electric  Com- 
pany and  he  and  his  wife  maintain  their  residence  in  the  City  of  Indian- 
apolis, Indiana ;  they  have  no  children :  and  Augusta  A.  is  a  professional 
and  graduated  nui-se. 

On  June  12,  1894,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Captain  Pearl  to 
Mrs.  Eliza  I.  Jlurphy,  widow  of  Matthew  Murphy  and  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  Austin  A.  Kirliy,  a  distinguisliod  and  venerable  citizen  to  whom 
an   individiinl  ti'iluitc  is  ii.-iid  on  otiici-  iniucs  of  lliis  iMiblication.      Mrs. 
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Pearl  first  wedded  George  Kirby,  who  though  of  the  same  family  name 
was  not  of  even  remote  kinship,  and  after  his  death  she  became  the  wife 
of  Matthew  :\Iiiriihy,  whose  death  occurred  a  number  of  years  ago.  Mrs. 
Pearl's  nnly  diild,  Anna  M.  Kirby,  died  in  infancy. 

Captiiiii  i'lMil  has  within  recent  years  accorded  careful  and  efficient 
service  in  the  oftice  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  made  the  same  justify 
its  title.  He  has  found  also  satisfaction  and  occupation  in  his  service  as 
a  pension  agent,  and  his  abiding  interest  in  his  okl  comrades  in  arms  has 
been  manifested  in  the  earnest  and  eiiVitnc  (iriiit.s  he  has  put  forth 
in  securing  pensions  for  not  a  few  old  soIiIkis  nn  niuig  such  recognition 
and  by  obtaining  merited  increases  of  pensiniis  im-  other  veterans  of  the 
great  struggle  through  which  the  unity  of  the  nation  was  preserved. 
The  captain  has  had  no  desire  for  supine  ease  even  in  the  period  of  his 
virtual  retirement  from  active  business,  and  as  a  notary  public  he  has 
found  nuich  demand  for  his  interposition,  besides  giving  personal  atten- 
tion to  the  making  of  collections. 

Austin  A.  Kirby.  A  strong,  loyal  and  nolilr  spirit  was  that  which 
found  indwelling  in  the  mortal  tenement  nf  <  ';i|Jt,iiii  Kirby,  who  was  one 
of  the  most  venerable  and  honored  pioneer  litizi-ns  nf  Erie  County  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  January,  1903,  and  who  was  a 
distinguished  figure  in  the  marine  navigation  service  of  the  Great  Lakes 
for  many  yeai-s,  one  of  the  numerous  citizens  of  Northern  Ohio  who  have 
"gone  down  to  the  sc^i  in  slii|is  and  done  business  on  great  waters."  His 
period  of  residmrr  in  En,-  ( 'oiiiit\  covered  more  than  half  a  century  and 
he  had  gained  jH'eeedein'e  as  one  of  the  most  able  and  best  known  vessel 
commanders  that  ever  oijerated  on  our  great  inland  seas. 

Captain  Kirby  was  born  at  Genoa,  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  on 
the  15th  of  September,  1817,  and  was  a  son  of  Silas  and  Rhoda  (Soule) 
Kirby,  both  natives  of  New  Bedford,  ilass.ielnisetts.  whei'c  the  former 
was  born  in  1792  and  the  latter  in  Noveiiil)ei-.  Isl  1.  their  other  children 
who  attained  adult  age  having  been  Allen  N..  Ste|)hen  R.,  Sarah  and 
Frederick.  Silas  Kirby  was  a  son  of  Rest i-om  an.i  Alary  (Rogers)  Kirby, 
the  former  born  March  30,  1770,  and  the  laltei-  in  llie  year  1789.  Restcom 
Kirby  was  a  son  of  Barnabas  and  Elizabetli  (  Allen  i  Ivirby,  whose  respect- 
ive dates  of  nativity  were  December  2,  17-i-l,  and  the  year  1788.  Barna- 
bas Kirby  was  a  son  of  Silas  and  Elizabeth  Kirhy,  who  immigrated  from 
England  about  the  middle  of  the  eighti-enth  eeiitury  and  became  the 
founders  of  the  American  ))raneh  of  this  sterling  old  Colonial  family  of 
New  England. 

Captain  Kirby  v.rs  a  boy  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  Sack- 
etts  Harbor,  New  York,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  when  he  was 
a  lad  of  but  twelve  years  he  initiated  his  career  as  a  sailor  on  the  Great 
Lakes.  In  1835,  when  only  seventeen  years  of  age.  he  became  master  of 
the  schooner  Commodore  Decatur,  and  in  the  Inllowing  winter  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Oswi  ed.  New  York,  from  which 
port  he  sailed  to  Lake  Erie  ports  for  the  ensuinj;'  three  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1839  he  went  with  his  parents  to  the  newly  admitted  State  of 
Michigan  and  his  father  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  Ingham 
County,  in  which  is  now  situated  the  capital  city  of  that  commonwealth. 
The  captain  was  not,  however,  to  be  drawn  from  his  allegiance  to  the 
lakes  and  i^revailed  upon  to  remain  in  an  inland  section  of  Michigan. 
In  1840,  at  Detroit,  that  state,  he  became  master  of  the  schooner  Inde- 
pendence, and  he  continued  in  command  of  vessels  of  this  type  until 
1844,  in  which  season  he  sailed  as  mate  of  the  propeller  New  York. 
Thereafter  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Michigan  until  1847.  when  he 
again  resumed  his  active  association  with  navigation  service  on  the  Great 
Lakes.    For  four  years  he  was  master  of  the  schooner  Foi-rest,  and  later 
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he  became  commander  of  the  schooner  Plymouth,  which  sailed  from 
Huron,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  which  was  wrecked  and  lost  in  1852. 
Thereafter  Captain  Kirby  had  command  in  turn  of  the  schooner  Ithaca 
and  llic  projiclli'i'  Blount  Vernon,  and  at  the  close  of  the  navigation  season 
of  185-1  he  rrsumcd  his  association  with  the  agricultural  industry,  only 
to  abandon  this  vocation  in  1856,  when  he  assumed  command  of  the 
J.  V.  Kirtland.  Thereafter  he  returned  to  his  Michigan  farm,  upon 
which  he  remained  until  1863,  when  he  removed  with  his  familj'  to  Erie 
Count}',  Ohio,  and  established  his  home  in  the  little  lake  port  Village 
of  Huron.  Tlie  following  year  he  sailed  on  the  bark  Alice,  of  Detroit, 
on  the  route  between  Buffalo  and  Chicago.  He  was  master  of  the 
schooner  Union  foi'  four  years  and  then  purchased  the  H.  C.  Post,  a 
vessel  of  which  he  luid  pi  i-M.iial  conunand  until  he  sold  the  same,  in  1870. 
In  1871  he  had  cliariiv  nl'  tli.'  tug  Odd  Fellow  and  in  the  opening  of  the 
following  season  dl'  ii:i\  i-jatinn  he  liecaiiie  master  of  the  propeller  E.  B. 
Ward,  Jr.  In  187:1  ( '.ipl.-iiii  Kii-li\-  lircanic  commodore  of  the  extensive 
fleet  and  shippint;  int.  n  sis  i.T  Mli.r  ]'..  Ward,  of  Detroit,  with  many 
ves.sels  and  vast  inlciTsts  uiidci-  his  supervision.  He  continued  his  able 
and  faithful  service  in  this  important  position  until  the  death  of  his 
employer,  Captain  Ward,  in  1875.  In  May  of  that  year  he  accepted  the 
position  of  master  of  the  propeller  Minneapolis,  plying  between  Grand 
Haven,  Michigan,  and  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  This  was  one  of  the  fine 
steamers  of  the  day,  was  opei-ated  in  connection  with  the  Detroit,  Grand 
Haven  &  Milwaukee  Railroad,  and  wa.s  kept  in  commission  throughout 
the  entire  3^ear.  The  captain  retained  this  command  until  1880,  when 
he  permanently  retired  from  the  maritime  service  and  purchased  a  fine 
farm  in  Ionia  County,  Michigan.  This  property  he  soon  afterward  sold, 
and  he  then  returned  with  his  family  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  estab- 
lislied  his  home  at  Huron,  where  he  ptissed  the  remainder  of  his  long  and 
useful  life.  He  paid  his  first  visit  to  this  ]inrt  in  1836,  when  he  was  a 
youth  of  eighteen  years,  and  he  always  lirld  si  lure  place  in  the  esteem 
of  the  citizens  of  Erie  County.  In  later  years  hr  served  as  mayor  of  the 
city  and  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  while  a  resident  of  Michigan  he  had 
held  various  public  offices  of  minor  sort.  The  captain  was  a  staunch 
republican,  and  he  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Huron  Lodge  of  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

In  1842  Captain  Kirby  wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  Ann  Robinson,  who 
died  in  1847  and  who  was  survived  by  two  infant  childi-en,  Rhoda  C.  and 
Elizabeth  A.,  both  of  whom  eventually  married  and  became  residents  of 
the  City  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  The  care  of  the  motherless  children  was  at 
once  entrusted  to  their  aunt.  Miss  Mary  Maria  Robinson,  wiio  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  City  of  Syracuse,  New  York  and  wliose  marriage  to 
Captain  Kirby  was  solenuiized  October,  1847.  Of  tliis  union  were  born 
four  childi'cn  :  Isabella,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jabez  Wright ;  Austin  A.,  who 
is  a  resident  of  Detroit.  Michigan ;  Eliza  I.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Capt. 
Addison  H.  Pearl,  of  Huron,  concerning  whom  individual  mention  is 
made  on  other  pages  of  this  work ;  and  Flora  I\I.,  who  died  in  1874.  Mrs. 
Kirby  was  born  in  the  year  1825  and  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal 
May  26,  1900,  she  and  her  husband  having  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding anniversiiry  on  the  25th  of  Octol)er,  1897,  and  the  occasion  having 
been  made  notable  in  the  social  annals  of  .Huron,  where  the  venerable 
couple  had  a  circle  of  friends  that  was  limited  only  by  that  of  their 
acquaintances.  Of  Mrs.  Kirby  it  has  been  said  that  she  was  one  of  those 
gracious  and  gentle  women  who  "spent  her  life  in  caring  for  her  family 
and  doing  good  deeds  wherever  she  could  find  an  opportunity.  She  was 
so  cheerful,  so  interesting,  so  lovable  that  her  pi-esence  always  .seemed  to 
brighten  and  cheer  all  witli  whom  she  eame  in  contact,  and  her  counsel 
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was  sought,  on  account  of  her  wise,  well  guarded  opinions  and  her  high 
ideals  of  right  and  duty. ' ' 

James  Anderson.  It  is  a  grateful  distinction  to  have  spent  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  in  one  community,  and  when  those  years  have  been 
filled  with  worthy  accomplishment  and  with  that  old-fashioned  spirit 
of  loving  kindness,  such  a  career  becomes  one  deserving  of  admiration 
and  worthy  of  perpetuation  in  any  history  of  a  county  in  which  it  has 
been  spent.  Seventy-six  years  of  the  lifetime  of  James  Anderson  has 
been  spent  in  Huron  Township  of  Erie  County,  and  his  home  has  been 
on  his  present  farm  in  section  22,  two  miles  east  of  the  Village  of  Huron, 
on  a  beautiful  site  overlooking  the  broad  expanse  of  Lake  Erie,  since 
1839.  More  than  the  psalmist's  span  of  years  have  given  him  a  host  of 
associations  and  memories  that  make  this  locality  for  him  "the  fairest 
part  of  the  world."  His  has  been  both  a  useful  and  honorable  career. 
Within  the  lines  of  normal  but  couniitrat.'d  liiisimss  activity  he  has 
won  the  prosperity  that  is  most  men's  amliil  icm,  and  with  admiration  for 
his  capabilities  in  business  affairs  his  fellow  citizens  also  commend  his 
fine  integrity  and  his  valuable  citizenship.  And  the  honor  and  credit 
that  go  to  him  are  also  shared  by  his  good  wife,  whose  life  has  had  special 
distinctions  of  its  own,  and  who  is  one  of  the  true  noblewomen  of  Erie 
County. 

James  Anderson  was  three  years  of  age  when  his  family  located  in 
this  section  of  Erie  County  and  of  the  150  acres  acquired  by  his  father 
only  thirty  were  in  an  improved  condition.  A  log  house,  long  since  disap- 
peared, occupied  the  site,  and  there  was  a  frame  barn  30  by  40  feet  which 
is  still  standing  and  is  one  of  the  old  landmarks  along  the  lake  shoi-e. 
A  portion  of  the  150  acres  was  in  Berlin  Township.  All  this  land 
descended  to  James  Anderson,  who  now  owns  250  acres,  and  it  comprises 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  farms  to  be  found  anywhere  along  the  shores  of 
Lake  Erie.  For  a  distance  of  1,800  feet  the  farm  borders  on  the  lake 
shore,  and  in  that  state  is  found  one  of  the  finest  bathing  beaches  in 
Northern  Ohio,  bearing  the  name  by  which  the  farm  is  also  known: 
Lake  View.  As  a  country  home  Lake  View  has  manifold  attractions. 
Around  the  house  is  a  broad  expanse  of  lawn  and  shade  trees,  with  a 
beautiful  hedge  of  honeysuckle  and  many  climbing  rose  vines.  Mr. 
Anderson  put  up  a  modern  residence  in  1880,  following  the  destruction 
by  fire  on  July  4  of  that  year  of  the  large  brick  home  which  his  father 
had  constructed  in  1854.  The  home  is  only  part  of  a  beautiful  setting 
such  as  no  description  can  well  overdraw.  But  the  distinguishing  charac- 
ter of  these  beautiful  material  surroundings  is  the  spirit  and  atmosphere 
lent  by  seventy-five  years  of  continuous  occupation  by  the  Anderson 
family.  No  name  means  so  much  in  Erie  County  as  an  expression  of  that 
kindly  faith,  rugged  honesty  and  stability  of  character  which  are  the 
most  noteworthy  assets  of  any  cutiunuuity,  than  that  of  "Uncle"  James 
Anderson,  a  title  of  affection  whii-li  disrcnded  to  him  from  his  father, 
who  was  also  known  by  the  pidmcrs  as  Uncle  James  Anderson. 

James  Anderson,  whose  father  was  a  Scotchman  and  his  mother  aii 
English  woman,  was  born  in  the  Surrey  district  of  England  January  25, 
1836.  Though  now  rapidly  approaching  the  age  of  four  score  he  is  still 
vigorous  and  a  remarkable  exponent  of  the  rational  and  simple  life.  He 
has  an  unfaded  memory  and  within  the  last  two  years  has  made  several 
trips  out  over  the  state  and  has  spent  the  winter  in  Florida.  His 
parents  were  James  and  Sarah  (Baden)  Anderson.  His  father  was  born 
in  Perthshire,  Scotland,  at  Clackmannon  October  7,  1798.  The  mother 
was  born  in  Dorking  near  London,  England,  October  20,  1802.  The 
Anderson  clan  was  one  of  distinction  in  Scotland  and  for  generations 
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its  representatives  have  dignified  their  clanship.  James  Anderson,  Sr., 
was  married  at  Dorking  in  Surrey,  and  before  leaving  the  old  country 
two  children  were  born.  One  of  them  a  daughter,  Sarah,  was  born  in 
l'"ilirn;iry,  1837.  Not  long  after  that  the  little  family  took  passage  on 
the  sailing  vessel  Manchester  which  after  seven  weeks  on  the  ocean 
lantled  them  in  New  York  City.  Thence  they  proceeded  up  the  Hudson 
River,  across  New  York  State  by  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo  and  then  on 
the  lake  boat  Reindeer  to  Huron.  The  senior  Anderson  left  his  little 
family  at  Huron  and  set  out  pi'ospecting  for  a  new  home.  He  went  to 
Mansfield,  Oliio,  which  was  then  a  leading  market  and  popular  center 
but  his  investigations  did  not  satisfy  him.  In  the  course  of  this  pros- 
pecting he  kept  in  mind  the  advice  of  the  captain  of  the  Reindeer,  who 
told  Mr.  Anderson  that  good  land  could  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of 
Huron.  Such  a  location  would  have  many  obvious  advantages,  particu- 
larly on  account  of  its  convenience  to  Huron  as  a  market  point.  Mr. 
Anderson,  Sr.,  was  a  man  of  some  means  and  was  thus  enabled  to  give 
a  great  deal  of  consideration  to  the  matter  of  choice  of  a  future  home, 
one  which  would  fulfill  his  ideals.  After  much  search  he  located  the  place 
above  described,  and  in  that  choice  made  no  mistake,  since  it  was  his 
own  happy  home  for  many  years  and  is  still  the  cherished  seat  of  the 
Anderson  family  in  Erie  County.  After  making  his  location  James 
Anderson,  Sr.,  went  to  work  with  the  vigor  characteristic  of  his  nature, 
and  in  time  cleared  up  and  improved  a  splendid  farm.  He  was  a  fine 
type  of  the  early  pioneer,  attended  to  his  business,  prospered,  and  at 
the  same  time  was  a  sympathetic  and  kindly  neighbor  and  a  sterling 
and  most  upright  citizen.  He  was  a  man  of  influence  in  local  affairs, 
and  in  political  matters  not  only  adopted  those  principles  which  made 
Xorthcastcrn  Ohio  such  a  stronghold  for  the  Union,  but  also  impressed 
his  bt'licf  and  ideals  upon  his  neighbors.  P''rom  the  very  beginning  of 
the  republican  party  he  was  one  of  its  stanch  advocates  and  loyally  sup- 
ported its  platform  of  principles,  which  he  lived  to  see  triumph  by  force 
of  the  Union  army.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  early  Presbyterians  of 
his  community,  and  in  1854  assisted  in  organizing  tlie  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Huron,  was  one  of  its  first  elders,  served  in  various  official 
capacities,  and  gave  liberally  for  tlie  support  of  the  church.  James 
Anderson,  Sr.,  met  an  aiciiltiital  death  on  October  5,  1866.  He  was' 
driving  a  span  of  young  Ikhscs  ,itt;iili(d  to  a  wagon  loaded  with  barrels. 
One  of  the  ])arrels  was  ilisld.liird  I  nun  its  position,  rolled  down  and 
struck  one  of  the  horses,  frightening  them  to  a  runaway.  Mr.  Anderson 
fell  and  the  wagon  passed  over  bis  head,  and  he  died  a  few  hours  later. 
His  widow  survived  him  ten  years,  and  passed  away  in  the  Centennial 
year  of  1876,  She  was  well  fitted  to  bear  the  responsibilities  of  pioneer- 
ing in  a  new  country,  gave  character  to  their  early  home,  and  was  a 
devoted  mother  and  greatly  loved  throughout  lier  connnunity.  To  their 
union,  after  they  came  to  America,  were  born  two  sons.  Thomas  was 
born  in  1843  and  died  the  same  year,  while  John  was  born  in  December, 
1846,  and  died  in  the  following  year.  The  only  daughter,  Sarah,  died 
in  May,  1863.  a  few  months  after  her  marriage  to  Marcellus  Atherton. 

In  1863  James  Anderson,  Jr.,  was  married  at  Huron  to  Miss  Miranda 
Bartlett.  She  was  born  in  Fairport,  Ohio,  April  14,  1837,  grew  up  in 
Ohio,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  time,  and  represented  a  fine  old 
family.  One  of  her  ancestors  was  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  she  was  also  related  to  the  noted  Toombs  family  of 
Georgia,  one  of  whom  was  Senator  Toombs,  prominent  as  a  whig  senator 
in  the  United  States  Congress  before  the  war  and  subse<]uently  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Mrs.  Anderson,  wlio  died 
many  years  ago,  was  the  mother  of  five  children.     Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
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Charles  Seth  Brown,  proprietor  and  manager  of  the  Standard  Advertis- 
ing Magazine  of  Chicago,  and  well  known  in  the  field  of  advertising; 
they  have  a  family  of  one  son  and  one  daughter.  The  daughter,  Matie  A., 
who  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  the  Anderson  home,  is  a  well  educated 
woman  and  until  recently  has  been  active  in  her  profession  as  a  nurse. 
Carrie  I.  is  the  wife  of  M.  II.  Laylin,  a  prominent  railroad  man  of  Mas- 
siloii,  being  assistant  trainmaster  and  superintendent  of  motive  power 
for  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  Railway.  James  Corbin,  the  only  living 
son,  lives  at  Cleveland,  where  he  is  purchasing  agent  for  the  E.  W. 
Fisher  wholesale  plumbing  house ;  he  is  married  and  has  one  son  and 
two  daughters,  tlie  son  being  James  Andei'son,  Jr.,  and  it  is  noteworthy 
that  this  is  the  twelfth  James  in  the  sueces.sive  lineage  of  the  Anderson 
family.  Burton  Baden,  the  youngest  child  of  James  Anderson,  was 
killed  at  the  age  of  seventeen  by  the  discharge  of  a  gun  while  he  was 
getting  upon  a  wagon ;  he  was  at  that  time  attending  high  school. 

On  June  7,  1887,  Mr.  James  Anderson  married  iliss  Mai-y  Davey, 
who  is  one  of  the  best  know-n  women  of  Erie  County.  Mrs.  Anderson  is 
noteworthy  not  only  for  the  beauty  of  her  face  but  also  for  the  fine  tex- 
ture of  mind  and  heart,  and  has  a  cherished  place  in  the  affections  of 
many  who  were  at  one  time  her  pupils  when  she  was  engaged  in  educa- 
tional work.  Miss  Davey  was  born  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  near  Milan, 
in  1S48.  She  comes  of  sturdy  stock,  of  the  class  which  gave  to  the  Middle 
West  many  of  its  strong  men  and  women.  Her  father,  John  Davey,  was 
born  in  Cornwall,  England,  October  7,  1818,  and  was  a  descendant  of 
Sir  Humphrey  Davey.  In  early  manhood  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
located  in  Ohio,  and  was  married  at  Castalia  in  Erie  County  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Palmer.  She  was  of  New  England  ancestry  and  was  born 
December  18,  1822,  at  Chenango,  New  York,  and  when  ten  years  of  age 
came  with  her  family  to  Erie  County,  Ohio.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Amy  (Ackhorn)  Palmer.  James  Palmer  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  of  Scotch-Irish  stock,  while  his  wife  was  of  German  parent- 
age. After  coming  to  Erie  County  James  Palmer  and  wife  spent  their 
lives  near  Castalia,  where  he  was  a  hotel  man,  and  also  a  skilled  mechanic. 
After  their  marriage  John  and  Elizabeth  Palmer  spent  most  of  their 
lives  on  a  farm  near  Milan,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  and 
she  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  in  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Anderson. 

Mrs.  Anderson  grew  up  in  this  part  of  Northern  Ohio,  and  was 
well  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  in  Normal  School.  She  began 
teachit  g  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  spent  eighteen  years  of  her  life  in 
that  noble  profession,  largely  in  Erie  County.  Her  work  has  left  many 
indelible  influences  for  good  upon  the  lives  of  those  whom  she  helped  to 
train.  Mrs.  Anderson  also  developed  her  artistic  taste,  was  for  several 
yeai's  engaged  in  artistic  work,  and  has  more  than  a  local  reputation  as 
an  artist  with  the  brush,  and  has  more  than  ordinary  skill  and  style  as  a 
writer.  Many  of  her  old  pupils  keep  in  close  touch  with  her,  and  almost 
every  year  there  are  gatherings,  usually  at  some  picnic  resort,  where  iMrs. 
Anders'^n  once  more  presides  over  a  company  of  her  former  pupils  and 
renews  the  many  pleasing  associations  of  their  earlier  relationship.  She 
naturally  takes  great  pleasure  in  the  fact  that  some  of  her  former  scholars 
have  attained  prominence  in  the  professions  and  in  politics.  In  her 
position  as  head  of  the  Anderson  home  she  has  done  much  to  enrich 
its  associations  with  the  cultured  life  of  Northern  Ohio.  Mrs.  Anderson 
has  interested  herself  in  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  in  Erie  County,  and  has  also  been  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Patrms  of  Husbandry,  being  past  master  of  both  the  Berlin  Heights 
Hnd  Ihe  Huron  Granges.     She  has  also  performed  a  valuable  service  as 
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Government  crop  reporter  for  some  yeai's,  and  has  filled  the  position  of 
assistant  steward  of  the  State  Grange.  She  is  now  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  County  Visitors,  ilr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  are  prominent  members  of 
the  Presltyterian  Cluircli  at  Huron,  in  which  Mr.  Anderson  for  a  number 
of  years  held  the  ottice  of  elder,  until  declining  health  and  the  burden  of 
years  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  retire.  He  has  always  been  an  active 
republican  and  has  voted  at  nearly  all  the  elections  since  the  formation 
of  that  party. 

This  sketch  should  not  be  closed  without  mention  of  another  mem- 
ber of  the  Anderson  family  circle.  This  is  Eberhardt  Liebermanu,  who 
has  for  more  than  forty  years  lived  at  the  Anderson  place,  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  familj^,  had  helped  to  rear  children  and  grandchil- 
dren, and  all  love  him  as  a  real  kinsman.  He  was  born  in  Wuertemberg, 
Germany,  about  seventy  years  ago,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when 
about  twelve  j'ears  of  age. 

J.  Stewart  McDonald.  One  of  tlie  features  of  the  Standard  History 
of  Erie  County  which  will  be  genei-ally  appreciated  is  the  interesting 
chapter  on  llic  ()r;mi:v  iiKivciiimt,  prepared  and  contributed  to  the  publi- 
cation by  J.  Sicwart  Alrl  Juiiald.  There  is  probably  no  better  known  and 
influential  ligure  in  llie  cuuntry  life  of  Erie  County  than  Mr.  McDonald, 
will)  occni)ies  a  tine  homestead  near  the  Village  of  Huron.  He  has  spent 
all  his  life  in  this  section  of  Ohio,  has  for  many  years  been  a  leader  in 
tile  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  is  credited  with  having  accomplished 
more  as  an  organizer  and  leader  in  the  promotion  of  the  Grange  and  in 
the  maintenance  and  extension  of  its  work  in  Ei'ie  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties than  any  other  individual. 

He  comes  of  very  old  Scotch  ancestry.  His  gi'andfather,  Rev.  Daniel 
McDonald,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  but  of  Scotch  parentage.  Becoming 
a  minister  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  he  spent  his  life  in  that  work.  From 
Connecticut  he  finally  moved  to  New  York  State,  and  was  pastor  of 
churches  at  Auburn  and  other  communities.  Rev.  Daniel  McDonald 
married  Miss  Phoebe  Talmage,  who  was  born  near  Cheshire,  Connecticut. 
Several  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband  she  came  out  to  Norwalk, 
Ohio,  and  died  in  Huron  Coimty  when  a  very  old  woman.  She  was  de- 
voted to  the  Episcopal  Church  and  was  a  very  active  assistant  to  her  hus- 
band in  his  iiiiiiislciial  service.  She  was  the  mother  of  the  following 
sons:  Alexandii-  .laiins,  William  T.,  Henry,  James,  Daniel  and  Andrew. 
Rev.  Daniel  .McDonald,  by  a  ]ircvious  marriage  to  a  sister  of  his  first 
wife,  had  one  son,  Samuel  W-vry  >!< Donald,  who  was  a  college  graduate, 
as  was  also  his  half-brotlur,  W'illiain  T.,  and  both  became  men  of  promi- 
nence and  influence.  William  T.  .McDonald  was  educated  for  a  physi- 
cian, graduated  from  Hobart  College,  but  did  not  practice  that  profes- 
sion long. 

Alexander  James  McDonald,  father  of  J.  Stewart  ilc Donald,  was 
born  in  Cheshire,  Connecticut,  in  1814.  He  died  a  few  days  after  casting 
his  vote  for  James  A.  Garfield  in  1880.  After  the  election  he  started  out 
to  visit  a  sister  of  his  mother  in  Cheshire,  Connecticut,  and  died  while 
on  the  way  in  the  home  of  one  of  his  cousins  in  Lyon,  New  York,  very 
suddenly,  passing  aw-ay  in  the  arms  of  his  wife.  In  early  youth  he  had 
accompanied  his  parents  to  New  York  State,  grew  up  and  received  his 
education  there,  and  then  apprenticed  himself  to  a  wagonmaker  in 
Schenectady,  serving  from  the  age  of  eighteen  for  three  years,  and  each 
year  his  wages  amounted  to  only  i)^10,  while  he  boarded  himself,  but  at 
the  expiration  of  the  three  years"  drew  his  entire  $30  from  his  employer. 
During  the  early  '30s  he  came  out  to  Northern  Ohio  and  located  at 
Huron,  where  he  took  up  the  active  work  of  his  trade.  He  was  one  of 
the  very  capable  mechanics  of  that  early  time,  and  made  the  repairs 
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and  also  manufactured  entire  implements  for  a  large  community  of 
farmers  in  that  community.  He  conducted  a  successful  enterprise  and 
continued  managing  his  shop  at  Huron  until  1857.  Selling  out,  he  then 
bought  a  small  tract  of  laud  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  Huron  in 
Huron  Township,  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  From  time  to 
time  his  land  was  increased  until  it  comprised  a  tine  estate,  on  which 
he  erected  a  large  modern  and  attractive  home.  This  farm  has  been 
the  scene  of  the  agi-icultural  activities  of  his  son,  J.  Stewart.  During 
the  lifetime  of  the  father  the  estate  consisted  of  162  acres,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  his  son. 

Born  in  Huron,  December  14,  1852,  J.  Stewart  McDonald  has  since 
the  age  of  five  lived  on  the  old  McDonald  homestead.  He  grew  up  in 
these  surroundings,  acquired  an  education  partly  from  books  and  partlj^ 
from  actual  experience  in  the  work  of  the  woods  and  the  field,  and  has 
thoroughly  absorbed  the  spirit  of  the  country  and  is  one  of  the  most 
.sincere  and  earnest  advocates  of  the  attractiveness  and  wholesomeness 
of  country  life.  Since  the  death  of  Ids  father  he  has  owned  and  operated 
a  farm,  and  his  own  thrift  and  common-sense  ability  have  effected  numer- 
ous improvements  and  have  kept  him  constantly  in  view  as  one  of  the 
leaders  in  agricultural  enterprise.  His  work  has  been  that  of  a  general 
farmer,  and  he  is  not  only  a  student  of  the  best  methods  of  increasing 
soil  prodiiction  but  also  of  those  larger  movements  which  so  intimately 
affect  the  life  of  the  farmer.  He  has  also  given  considerable  attention  to 
the  raising  of  fi-uit  and  vegetables. 

Every  movement  that  means  l)etter  living  conditions  and  a  higher 
degi-ee  of  intelligence  and  morality  in  the  community  has  the  ready 
support  and  co-operation  of  Mr.  McDonald  and  liis  sterling  wife.  They 
are  charter  members  of  the  Patrons  of  Husliaiiilr> .  Huron  Grange  No. 
1385,  which  was  organized  in  1892  with  Mr.  Aid  '(jiuiM  as  the  first  master. 
He  has  held  that  office  continuously  for  the  past  si.xteeu  years,  and  the 
position  has  not  only  lieen  one  of  honor  but  one  of  serious  responsibility 
and  effective  leadership  on  the  part  of  its  possessor.  Mr.  McDonald  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Institute.  Thus  there  is  probably  no  one 
better  constituted  as  an  authority  to  write  upon  the  Grange  movement  in 
Erie  County.  Politically  he  has  always  acted  with  the  republican  party, 
and  has  rendered  that  great  organization  more  than  lip  service.  He  has 
been  for  many  years  chairman  of  the  township  republican  committee, 
and  for  six  years  served  as  township  trustee,  aiid  for  a  long  time  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  Fraternally  he  is  well  known  in  Masonic 
circles  in  Erie  County,  belonging  to  i\Iarks  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Huron ; 
ililan  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Sandusky  Council,  R.  &  S.  M.,  and  Sandusky 
Coinmandeiy  of  the  Knights  Templar. 

j\Ir.  and  Mrs.  ^McDonald,  by  their  marriage,  have  a  daughter,  Helen 
Marion,  who,  after  graduating  from  the  Huron  High  School,  went  to  the 
Oberlin  College  and  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1913,  specializing 
in  the  department  of  physical  culture  and  has  made  that  her  special  field 
in  educational  work.  She  has  been  the  director  of  athletics  and  physical 
culture  in  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jlc- 
Donald  are  active  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Huron.  This 
was  the  church  of  both  his  grandfather  and  father,  and  he  has  given  it 
every  expression  of  his  religious  nature  and  activity.  The  church  was 
organized  in  1827,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  three  senior  wardens,  and 
has  held  that  post  in  the  church  for  a  number  of  years.  His  daughter 
is  a  member  of  the  same  religious  faith. 

Cai'T.  John  M.  Willson.  Erie  County  liad  no  liner  chariicter  among 
its  old  settlers  than  the  late  Capt.  John  M.  AVillson.  whose  last  years 
were  spent  in  fiuiet  retirement  at  the  beautiful  home  overlooking  Lake 
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Erie  near  Huron  in  section  3  of  Berlin  Township,  wliere  IMrs.  Willson 
is  still  living  at  the  venerable  age  of  pa^st  fourscore.  For  half  a  cen- 
tury Captain  and  Mrs.  Willson  had  lived  together  as  man  and  wife, 
and  they  fully  deserved  the  wealth  of  affection  and  esteem  that  sur- 
rounded them  l)oth  in  early  and  later  years. 

John  M.  Willson  was  born  at  Whitestown,  Oneida  County,  New  York, 
July  4,  1825,  and  lived  to  be  a  few  weeks  beyond  seventy-six  years  of 
age.  He  was  of  an  old  American  family,  of  Scotch  or  English  origin. 
His  grandfather  was  Charles  Willson,  probably  a  native  of  ]\Iassa- 
ehusetts.  The  father  was  Lucius  Willson,  who  was  born  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  and  when  a  young  man  located  in  Oneida  County,  New 
York.  Lucius  Willson  married  Betsey  Bateman,  a  native  of  New  York 
State.  Betsey  Bateman  was  a  daughter  of  Frederick  B.  and  Catherine 
(Brewer)  Bateman,  who  were  natives  of  Holland  and  came  when  young 
to  America,  locating  in  Erie  County,  New  York,  where  they  married 
and  spent  the  rest  of  thi-ir  lives  on  a  farm  near  Henpeck,  what  is  now 
probably  calird  S;iiiihi,sky.  New  York.  The  Batemans  were  a  long  lived 
family.  Fredciick  IWiti'man  had  a  special  fondness  for  his  grand- 
daughter, Mrs.  John  Willson,  and  when  one  hundred  and  eight  years  of 
age  as  a  mark  of  his  affection  for  Mrs.  Willson  he  walked  three  miles 
each  way  in  order  to  have  a  photograph  taken  for  her.  This  photograph 
shows  him  as  a  remarkably  well  preserved  man  in  spite  of  more  than  a 
century  of  life.  He  lived  three  years  beyond  the  time  of  this  photograph, 
and  passed  away  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  eleven.  His  wife  was 
also  a  centenarian.  Mrs.  Willson  has  a  photograph  of  this  venerable 
woman  when  she  was  nearly  a  hundred,  and  her  death  occurred  at  the 
age  of  one  hundred  and  eight.  Frederick  Bateman  Served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  after  he  was  a  hundred  years  of  age 
was  granted  a  pension  for  his  services.  Two  years  after  the  election  of 
General  Grant  to  the  presidency  in  1868,  Frederick  Bateman  was  invited 
to  become  a  guest  of  the  President  at  Washington,  and  he  was  preparing 
to  make  this  trip  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  when  he  died. 

In  1833,  after  their  marriage,  Lucius  Willson  and  wife  came  from 
Western  New  York  to  Ohio,  locating  at  the  Village  of  Vermilion  in  Erie 
County.  In  the  following  j'ear  Lucius  Willson  died,  while  still  in  the 
prime  of  life.  His  widow  subsequently  removed  to  Clinton,  Michigan, 
to  live  with  her  daughter  by  marriage,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Willson,  and  died 
there  when  seventy  years  of  age.  She  and  her  husband  were  both 
Baptists. 

The  death  of  the  father  left  the  mother  and  her  seven  small  children 
in  straitened  circumstances.  The  late  Captain  Willson  was  at  that  time 
nine  j^ears  old,  and  the  children  were  all  "put  out"  with  different 
families  in  the  neighborhood.  John  found  a  place  with  a  kindly  and 
substantial  Lake  Erie  farmer,  Isaac  Fowler,  who  took  the  pains  to  erect 
a  log  house  on  his  land  for  the  boy  and  his  mother,  and  both  lived  there 
for  a  number  of  years.  Captain  Willson  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
Fowler  family,  and  the  Fowler  children  called  him  Brother  John  even 
up  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He  early  gained  the  respect  of  people  at 
home  and  in  the  neighborhood  by  his  faithfulness  to  diity  and  diligence, 
but  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  like  most  boys,  determined  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world  independently.  As  he  had  always  lived  within  sight 
of  the  blue  waters  of  Lake  Erie,  he  was  drawn  to  the  vocation  of  sailor, 
and  first  shipped  on  the  schooner  William  Woodbridge,  commanded  by 
Capt.  James  Monroe,  an  old  salt  originally  from  Nantucket.  He  sailed 
with  this  master  for  two  seasons,  following  which  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  a  Vermilion  firm,  and  next  with  Stevens  &  Ryan  of  Milan.  He  was 
on  the  schooner  Plymouth  from  1848  to  1852  with  Capt.  A.  A.  Kirby. 
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The  Plymouth  was  sunk  in  a  collision  with  the  passenger  steamer  North- 
ern Indiana,  being  struck  amidships  and  sinking  in  tive  minutes  in  the 
lake  off  Cleveland.  Luckily  all  on  board  were  taken  to  the  steamer 
Northern  Indiana,  including  Captain  Willson's  wife  and  baby.  Captain 
Willsou  while  sailing  the  Great  Lakes  rose  from  galley  boy  to  master, 
and  saw  much  of  his  service  on  the  lake  before  the  waters  had  been 
ch,iit(  il.  Ill-  was  known  as  a  trusty  sailor,  and  one  of  his  captains  said 
wlicii  Caiilain  Willson  died:  "John  was  a  good  man,  one  to  be  trusted 
in  all  kinds  of  weather,  and  as  good  a  sailor  as  ever  walked  the  deck  of 
a  vessel."  For  a  number  of  years  Captain  Willson  was  engaged  in  the 
fitting  out  of  schooners.  He  fitted  out  the  Live  Oak  and  the  Cape  Horn 
of  Huron,  the  Hawley  of  Milan,  the  John  Wedeu  of  Toledo  and  many 
others.  In  1858  he  retired  from  this  business  to  the  quiet  of  home  life 
at  his  wife's  beautiful  place  overlooking  Lake  Erie.  During  his  absence 
on  the  lakes  he  had  left  the  farm  management  to  Jacob  Sarr,  a  boy  of 
sixteen,  who  lived  in  Captain  Willson's  family  for  more  than  nine  years, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Northern  Ohio.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  imagine  a  more  beautiful  and  interesting  place  tlian  the  home 
in  which  Captain  Willson  spent  his  last  years  and  still  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Willson.  It  is  a  beautiful  tract  of  thirty-six  acres,  lying  along  the  shore 
of  Lake  Erie,  and  a  portion  of  the  old  Stephen  Meeker  homestead. 

On  January  27,  1851,  Captain  Willsou  married  Roseanna  M.  Wright. 
Mrs.  Willson  was  born  at  the  old  home  in  Berlin  Township  on  the  shore 
of  Lake  Erie  February  18,  1833,  grew  up  there  and  spent  all  of  her 
wonderfully  active  and  interesting  life  near  the  lake  and  close  to  the 
scenes  of  her  birth.  Though  now  eighty-two  years  of  age,  she  still  has 
a  wonderfully  accurate  memory,  and  is  almost  unexcelled  as  an  authority 
on  local  history.  On  the  clear  panorama  of  her  mind  are  impressed  the 
events  of  more  than  sixty  years,  and  she  has  a  fluent  expression  for  all 
that  is  important  and  essential  in  the  life  of  this  community  during  that 
time.  Everyone  in  Berlin  Township  knows  and  loves  "Aunt  Roseanna," 
as  she  is  affectionately  known,  and  aside  from  the  experiences  and  activi- 
ties of  her  lifetime  her  best  distinction  is  this  love  and  respect  which  she 
has  so  fully  merited. 

Mrs.  Willson  represents  one  of  the  finest  old  families  located  in 
Northern  Ohio  during  the  pioneer  times.  Her  parents  were  Norman  L. 
and  Maria  G.  (Meeker)  Wright.  Her  father  was  born  in  Watertown, 
New  York,  June  4,  1807,  and  her  mother  was  born  in  Reading,  Con- 
necticut, June  28,  1811.  They  were  married  in  Ohio  J\Iarch  28,  1829,  at 
Huron,  Erie  County,  and  not  far  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  where 
they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Norman  L.  W^right  was  a  clerk  and 
lor  a  number  of  years  was  connected  with  the  transportation  business  on 
tlic  (li-cat  Lakes.  He  died  in  Berlin  Township  October  10,  1846,  and 
his  widow  survived  until  May  26,  1893.  Norman  L.  Wright  was  a  son 
of  Freedom  and  Jerusha  Wright,  of  New  York  State,  where  they  lived 
and  died  as  substantial  farming  people.  Freedom  Wright  was  born 
June  22,  1748,  and  died  August  10,  1825,  while  his  wife  was  born  June 
12,  1765,  and  died  when  in  advanced  years.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Maria  G.  Meeker,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Willson,  was  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Polly  (Piatt)  Meeker.  The  record  of  Stephen  Meeker  has 
a  most  appropriate  place  in  any  history  of  Northeim  Ohio,  particularly 
Ph-ie  County.  He  was  born  in  Vermont  Januaiy  28,  1781,  while  his  wife 
was  born  October  24,  1778.  They  were  married  in  Redding,  Connecticut, 
in  1800,  and  in  the  following  year  left  Connecticut  and  by  means  of  ox 
teams  journeyed  as  far  west  as  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  then  came-  by 
sailing  vessel  to  Huron,  in  Erie  County,  being  of  the  same  class  of  Con- 
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necticut  people  who  colonized  the  Western  Reserve  and  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  civilization  which  have  ever  since  given  character  to  this  section 
of  Northern  Ohio.  "When  they  arrived  at  Huron  they  found  hardly  a 
hamlet,  and  all  the  country  back  from  the  lake  shores  was  a  wilderness 
filled  with  Indians  and  wild  animals.  Stephen  Meeker  located  a  place 
at  Florence  in  Erie  County.  Ohio  had  been  a  state  only  a  few  years, 
the  great  bulk  of  population  in  the  new  state  being  in  the  south  along 
the  Ohio  River  Valle.y,  while  only  a  fringe  of  settlements  marked  the 
lake  shore.  After  one  year  in  Erie  County  Stephen  Meeker  returned  to 
Connecticut,  and  brought  back  to  Ohio  on  horseback  $700  in  gold.  With 
this  money  he  bought  700  acres  of  land  et  .$1.00  per  acre,  fronting  on 
the  lake  shore  for  two  miles  and  cxti-iKlinu'  Itack  about  200  rods.  A 
permanent  settlement  was  made  on  tliis  laml  in  1813,  and  there  not  far 
from  where  Mrs.  Willson  now  lives,  Stephen  ilceker  built  his  first  habi- 
tation, a  log  cabin,  with  all  the  primitive  furniture  and  equipment  that 
went  with  frontier  life.  In  one  of  the  logs  of  the  cabin  wall  holes  were 
bored,  pins  were  inserted,  and  slats  laid  across,  thus  making  the  bedstead. 
This  \\:is  only  ;i  saiiiplc  ol"  all  the  crude  furniture  with  which  they  did 
tlh'ii-  li(iiisrlv('(|.iim'  f.Ji'  siNcral  years.  It  was  not  long  until  the  Indians 
becaiiir  troublcsniiic,  hirscly  through  the  incentive  of  the  British  Goverii- 
ment,  and  while  Stephen  Meeker  remained  behind  to  fight  and  hold  his 
own,  he  sent  his  wife  and  daughter  back  forty  miles  to  the  settlement  at 
Rocky  River.  Stephen  Meeker  was  a  blacksmith  and  gunsmith  and  soon 
aflfi'  plmitiim'  liis  home  near  Lake  Erie  set  up  a  smithy.  In  the  following 
\r;\r  the  W.ii-  i.i T  1  s  1 '2  began  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 
The  .Meckel'  slKip  was  visited  by  Gen.  William  H.  Harrison  during,  his 
meuuirable  r,iiiii>aii:ii  against  the  British  and  Indians.  The  general  was 
in  a  gn  at  liiiii>-  wlien  he  arrived  at  Mr.  Meeker's  place  and  offered  the 
latter  -i^Ki.dO  if  tlie  blacksmith  could  shoe  his  horse  in  fifteen  minutes. 
Mr.  Meeker  accepted  the  office  without  hesitation,  and  won  the  reward. 
From  IMrs.  i\[eeker  General  Harrison  bought  butter  and  other  supplies 
for  his  staff,  and  paid  her  $1.00  a  pound  for  the  butter.  While  not  an 
eye  witness  to  Perry's  victory  on  Lake  Erie,  Stephen  Meeker  cquld  hear 
the  guns,  and  like  all  his  neighbors  suspended  business  to  await  the 
news  of  the  outcome.  It  was  a  critical  time  in  the  lives  of  many  people 
along  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  It  the  British  fleet  triumphed,  it  would 
mean  the  immediate  abandonment  of  all  the  settlements,  since  the  inhab- 
itants would  lie  captured  or  killed,  and  all  were  accordingly  very  jubilant 
when  the  news  eaim'  that  i'eri'y  had  fought  and  vanquished  the  enemy. 
In  spite  of  all  lliese  \  ieissitiiihs  resulting  from  war  and  turbulence,  from 
the  lack  of  mills,  markets  and  settled  institutions,  Stephen  Meeker  grad- 
ually worked  his  way  into  prosperity,  cleared  off  some  of  the  woods  from 
the  land,  and  became  a  grower  of  grain,  using  the  flour  to  replace  the 
early  continuous  diet  of  fish  and  wild  meat.  He  was  thrifty  and  pro- 
gressive, and  in  1821  erected  a  substantial  brick  house,  the  first  in  the 
county.  He  was  also  more  or  less  active  in  politics,  and  some  years 
before  his  death  was  elected  to  the  office  of  probate  judge  in  Erie  County. 
Steplieii  Meeker  and  wife  were  strict  Presbyterians  of  the  blue  stocking 
type,  lint  alti'r  coming  to  Ohio  joined  the  Baptist  Church. 

ilrs.  Willson  is  the  oid.y  living  child  of  her  father's  family,  and  is 
one  of  the  few  living  descendants  of  her  grandfather  Meeker.  All  her 
life  she  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  for  many  years 
sang  in  the  choir.  To  her  and  Captain  Willson  was  born  only  one  child, 
John  H.,  who  died  when  twenty  months  old.  Mrs.  Willson  has  many 
interesting  things  in  her  beautiful  home  near  Huron,  and  probably  no 
place  in  Erie  County  has  more  attractive  memories  and  associations. 
She  still  keeps  the  baby  dress  which  her  mother  made  for  her  in  1832 
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and  which  was  her  first  garment  after  she  came  into  the  world.  She 
also  has  the  silver  spoons  which  her  grandfather  made  more  than  a  cen- 
tury ago. 

Peltiah  J.  Clark.  It  is  a  grateful  distinction  to  have  spent  more 
than  three-quarters  of  a  century  in  one  community,  and  when  those 
years  have  been  filled  with  worthy  accomplishments 'and  with  that  old- 
fashioned  spirit  of  loving  kindness,  such  a  career  becomes  one  deserving 
of  admiration  and  worthy  of  perpetuation  in  any  history  of  a  county  in 
which  it  has  been  spent.  Peltiah  J.  Clark,  who  is  now  living  partially 
retired  on  his  half  urban  and  half  rural  home  at  Berlin  Heights,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  native  sons  of  Erie  County,  where  his  career  has  been  as 
honorable  in  all  its  relations  as  it  has  been  prolonged. 

Peltiah  J.  Clark  was  born  not  far  from  Ceylon  Junction  at  Harper's 
Corners  in  Berlin  Township,  April  25,  1837,  a  son  of  John  and  Asenath 
(Kemp)  Clark.  Both  his  parents  were  born  in  the  State  of  Vermont, 
his  father  at  Rutland  in  1802,  and  his  mother  in  1812.  His  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  Moses  Kemp.  The  latter  and  his  wife  came  to  Ohio  at 
the  same  time  as  the  Clark  family  and  lived  and  died  as  farmers  in 
Berlin  Township,  and  were  laid  to  rest  in  Peek's  Cemetery.  ^Moses 
Kemp  died  in  1842  and  his  wife  a  little  later.  He  was  a  whig  in 
politics. 

John  Clark  and  wife  were  married  in  Vermont,  and  while  there 
their  daughter  Mary  was  born.  About  1835-36  they  came  to  Ohio, 
making  the  trip  as  far  as  Buffalo  by  the  Erie  Canal,  and  thence  by 
boat  to  Huron.  They  located  on  Old  Woman's  Creek  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship, near  the  community  known  as  Harper's  Corners.  There  in  the 
midst  of  the  woods  they  built  a  log  cabin,  and  with  Indians  as  neigh- 
bors and  wild  game  in  abundance  to  supply  their  larder,  they  lived 
for  several  years  the  primitive  existence  of  pioneer  people.  John  Clark 
died  there  April  20,  1849,  and  his  wife  passed  away  on  the  20th  of 
May  in  the  same  year.  They  were  laid  to  rest  side  by  side  in  Peek's 
(V'metery.  Their  daughter  Mary,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  died  soon 
after  the  family  came  to  this  county.  The  daughter  Joanna  went  West 
after  her  marriage,  and  the  last  information  concerning  her  was  from 
South  Dakota.  Henry  G.  is  a  bachelor  and  now  lives  in  Toledo  and  is 
eighty  years  of  age.  The  next  in  order  of  age  is  Peltiah  J.  Daniel 
died  in  Berlin  Township  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  Miles  died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen.  Lucy  died  after  her  marriage  to  Harrison  McDonnell, 
and  the  latter  and  their  only  daughter  Millie  now  live  in  Huron 
County. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents  Peltiah  J.  Clark,  who  was  then  twelve 
years  of  age,  went  to  the  home  of  Amos  Hiue.  Mr.  Hine  died  four  years 
later,  but  he  continued  to  live  with  his  wife  Polly  Hine  until  twenty--one 
years  of  age.  In  the  meantime  he  had  received  the  instruction  afforded 
by  the  local  school,  and  may  be  said  to  have  started  his  independent 
career  with  nothing  except  the  associations  of  an  honored  family  name. 
and  with  good  mental  and  physical  qualifications  for  a  life  that  must 
succeed  through  independent  efforts.  For  three  years  he  was  a  renter, 
and  in  the  meantime  had  married,  and  then  bought  seventy-two  acres 
on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  along  what  is  now  the  Market  Street  road  in 
Berlin  Township,  not  far  from  Ceylon  Junction.  Mr.  Clark  in  that 
location  began  the  career  of  steady  prosperity  which  has  continued 
down  to  the  present  time.  He  improved  his  land  with  excellent  farm 
buildings,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  the  spring  of  1895.  In 
that  year  he  moved  to  Berlin  Heights,  and  in  1896  bought  twenty-two 
acres  of  land,  fourteen  of  which  were  within  the  corporation  limits  and 
eight  just  outside.    This  home  is  now  marked  by  an  attractive  dwelling 
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house,  many  iinprovt'ineiits,  well  eiiltivated  fields,  and  an  excellent 
orchard. 

On  November  25,  1860,  Mr.  Clark  was  married  near  Shinroek,  in 
Berlin  Township,  to  Miss  Helen  il.  Hendriekson,  who  was  born  in  Berlin 
Township  October  20,  1842.  With  the  exception  of  nine  years  during 
which  tiiih'  lici-  pai'ents  lived  in  Sullivan  County,  New  York,  she  spent 
practii-illy  all  licr  life  in  Erie  County.  Her  parents  were  Jacob  and 
Elizabclli  i  Srliiidiiiaker)  Hendriekson,  the  former  born  in  Ulster  County 
New  York,  in  Ibll,  and  the  latter  in  Sullivan  Cemetery  in  1813.  They 
were  married  in  Sullivan  County  in  1833,  and  started  housekeeping  on 
a  farm  in  that  community.  Wliile  living  there  their  first  child,  Benjamin 
Hendriekson,  was  born  in  1834.  In  1835  the  Hendriekson  family  set 
out  for  Northern  Ohio,  making  the  trip  by  canal  as  far  as  Buffalo  and 
thence  by  boat  to  Huron.  Jacob  Hendriekson  lived  for  a  time  on  rented 
land,  and  in  1846  the  family  returned  to  New  York  State,  making  the 
journey  with  covered  wagons  and  teams.  After  they  returned  to  Sulli- 
van County,  New  York,  four  children  were  born,  but  all  of  them  died 
in  infancy.  In  the  early  part  of  1856  they  all  came  back  to  Erie 
County,  and  Jacob  Hendriekson  died  in  Berlin  Township  in  1876  and 
his  widow  in  1896.  Of  their  children  the  only  two  living  are  Mrs. 
Clark  and  her  brother,  Michael  Hendriekson,  whose  home  is  in  Berlin 
Township,  and  who  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  one  of  them  deceased 
and  eight  of  them  married. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  became  the  parents  of  two  children.  Gertrude 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  George  W.  Hine,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  on 
other  pages.  Herman  P.,  who  was  born  in  1876,  now  occupies  the  farm 
which  was  his  birthplace  and  which  belonged  to  his  father  on  the  shore 
of  Lake  Erie.  Herman  Clark  married  Maud  Jeffries  of  Berlin  Town- 
ship, and  both  wei-e  schoolmates  in  the  Berlin  High  School.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clark  have  membership  in  no  church,  but  in  their  relations  as 
neighbors  have  found  and  accepted  many  opportunities  for  practical 
charity  and  for  doing  good  according  to  the  golden  rule.  j\Ir.  Clark 
is  a  republican. 

Nathan  Hoak.  There  an-  probably  not  half  a  dozen  farms  in  all 
Erie  County  which  have  had  a  continuous  ownership  by  one  family 
through  a  hundred  years.  This  is  one  of  the  distinctions  that  belong  to 
the  home  of  Nathan  Hoak  in  Berlin  Township  on  Rural  Route  No.  1 
out  of  Milan.  The  Hoak  family  was  established  in  this  part  of  the 
western  wilderness  prior  to  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain  and 
Nathan  Hoak  represents  the  third  successive  generation  to  live  and 
make  a  home  in  Berlin  Township. 

The  Hoak  family  came  originally  from  Holland.  Nathan's  great- 
grandfather, Henry  Hoak,  was  born  in  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania, 
May  22,  1745,  and  spent  many  years  there  as  a  farmer.  He  was  about 
thirty  years  old  when  the  War  of  the  Revolution  broke  out,  and  en- 
listed with  a  Pennsylvania  regiment  for  service  in  that  struggle,  and 
in  the  course  of  his  service  was  taken  prisoner  and  died  while  on  a 
British  prison  ship.  He  probably  married  a  Pennsylvania  girl,  and 
both  were  known  to  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

John  Hoak,  a  son  of  this  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  grandfather  of 
Nathan,  was  born  in  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  grew  up  as  a 
farmer  in  his  native  county,  and  married  a  kinswoman,  Rebecca  Hoak, 
who  was  born  in  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  26.  1786.  After 
their  marriage,  about  1811  or  1812,  they  journeyed  west  by  canal  and 
lake  to  the  mouth  of  the  Huron  River,  came  up  that  stream  to  what  was 
known  as  the  Wagoner  Plats,  and  after  living  there  one  year  and  raising 
one  crop  which  w-as  destroyed  by  a  flood,  came  on  to  what  is  now  the 
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western  line  of  Berlin  Township  and  secured  direct  from  the  Govern- 
ment a  tract  of  land  covered  by  a  heavy  growth  of  fine  timber.  Here 
in  the  midst  of  the  woods  they  made  their  home  and  constructed  for 
their  habitation  a  block  house,  designed  as  much  for  protection  against 
wolves  and  human  enemies  as  shelter  from  the  weather  or  domestic 
comfort.  This  block  house  stood  not  far  from  the  site  occupied  by  the 
comfortable  dwelling  of  Nathan  Hoak.  At  the  time  John  Hoak  and 
wife  settled  in  this  section  it  was  said  there  were  only  three  other  white 
men  in  that  part  of  Erie  County.  In  order  to  raise  the  timbers  of  the 
house  they  had  to  secure  Indians  to  assist.  John  Hoak  was  a  fine  type 
of  the  early  settler,  but  was  too  generous  to  be  successful  in  a  material 
sense.  He  frequently  put  his  name  to  the  notes  of  his  friends,-  and  for 
that  reason  tinally  lost  his  farm  as  a  result  of  security  debt.  His  wife 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  noble  women,  and  in  the  early  days  of  Erie 
County  was  noted  for  her  physical  endurance  and  her  ability  as  a  horse- 
woman. Several  times  she  rode  all  alone  to  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  seventy- 
five  miles  away  through  the  wild  country,  making  the  trip  in  a  day  and 
returning  on  the  following  day.  On  the  uplands  around  her  home  during 
the  season  she  picked  large  quantities  of  huckleberries,  and  would  take 
a  load  of  tliese  to  Sandusky  sixteen  miles  away,  sell  them  and  do  her 
marketing,  and  return  in  the  same  day.  Having  lost  his  farm  John 
Hoak  and  wife  went  out  to  Indiana  dviring  the  '50s  and  settled  in 
LaCrange  County.  He  found  employment  with  a  man  who  was  taken 
down  with  the  smallpox  and  while  performing  his  offices  as  a  nurse 
likewise  contracted  the  disease  and  died  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  His 
wife  ilied  there  several  years  later.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Soon  after  coming  to  Erie  County  Jolm  Hoak  made  the  trip  up  Lake 
Erie  to  Windsor,  Canada,  and  bought  a  number  of  fruit  trees,  which  he 
planled  on  his  pioneer  farm.  This  was  one  of  the  first  orchards  in 
Eri(^  County,  and  his  grandson  Nathan  has  carefully  preserved  the  few 
remaining  specimens  of  this  orchard,  and  still  has  one  pear  tree  and 
one  apple  tree  on  the  farm.  These  are  so  far  as  known  the  oldest  fruit 
trees  in  Erie  County,  and  more  than  a  century  has  passed  since  they 
were  set  out.  They  bore  fruit  for  fully  two  generations.  The  Hoak 
family  were  living  in  this  section  of  Erie  County  at  the  time  of  the  great 
victory  won  by  Perry  on  Lake  Erie  at  Put-in-Bay,  and  the  sound  of  the 
guns  could  be  plainly  heard.  At  that  time  the  young  wife  and  her  two 
children  remained  in  hiding  in  the  woods  near  her  home,  since  she  could 
see  the  light  of  a  campfire  not  far  away,  and  feared  it  might  mark  the 
camp  of  a  party  of  hostile  Indians.  On  the  following  day  it  turned  out 
that  a  band  of  Kentucky  riflemen,  a  detachment  of  General  Harrison's 
Army,  was  in  that  region. 

The  children  of  John  Hoak  and  wife  were :  Sarah,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  in  1807;  Elizabeth,  bom  in  the  same  state  in  1810; 
Ruth,  born  in  Erie  County  in  1812;  Rebecca,  born  in  1814:  Henry; 
Nancy,  born  in  1821 ;  Mary,  born  in  1824 ;  Jerusha,  born  in  1826 ;  and 
George,  born  in  1829.  All  these  children  married,  all  had  children  of 
their  own  except  Mary,  and  one  of  them,  Jei'usha,  is  still  living  in 
LaGrange  County,  Indiana,  nearly  ninety  years  of  age. 

Henry  Hoak,  father  of  Nathan,  was  born  in  Erie  County  June  23, 
1817.  He  grew  up  on  the  old  homestead  where  his  pai-ents  had  located 
and  which  they  had  partly  improved,  and  after  the  property  was  fore- 
closed by  Judge  Baker,  the  son  Henry  entered  into  an  agreement  to 
buy  it  back  for  the  amount  then  due  and  the  additional  court  costs,  and 
thus  save  for  this  brief  interval,  the  farm  has  been  in  one  family  owner- 
ship for  more  than  a  century.  Henry  Hoak  was  a  man  of  great  industry, 
an  able  farmer,  and  became  one  of  the  most  masterful  agriculturists  in 
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the  entire  section.  At  one  time  his  farm  was  given  the  first  prize  in  a 
county  contest  of  farms.  A  short  time  before  the  Civil  war  he  built  a 
substantial  brick  house,  bringing  the  brick  from  Milan  Township,  while 
the  doors  and  all  the  wooden  framework  was  made  by  hand  from  logs 
taken  from  the  farm.  He  also  put  up  generous  barns  and  for  years  his 
place  was  noted  for  its  product  of  fields  and  its  fine  stock.  Henry  Hoak 
died  on  the  old  homestead  June  26,  1886.  lie  was  reared  as  a  Jackson 
democrat  in  polities  but  afterwards  during  the  war  became  a  republican, 
and  was  always  a  conservative  in  his  political  and  social  ideas.  Henry 
Hoak  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to  Lucy  Tuttle,  a  sister  of  the 
well  known  author,  Hudson  Tuttle.  She  was  born  in  Js^ew  York  State 
March  10,  1813,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Charles  Sipp,  on  February  23,  1909,  only  a  few  years  less  than 
a  hundred  years  of  age.  She  was  reared  and  educated  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship, was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  kept  the  powers  of  her  intel- 
lect and  body  fresh  and  vigorous  until  a  short  time  before  her  death. 
Her  family  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Brie  County,  and  her  par- 
ents were  Nathan  and  Maria  (IMonroe)  Tuttle,  who  secured  a  tract  of 
new  land  on  coming  to  Berlin  Township  and  eventually  developed  a 
good  farm  out  of  it.  Her  father  died  when  past  ninety  and  her  mother 
was  also  quite  old. 

Nathan  Hoak  was  one  of  five  children.  His  sister  Maria,  now  living 
in  Milan  Township,  is  the  widow  of  John  Millman,  and  she  has  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  are  married.  Ruth  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen.  John  is  now  a  retired  farmer  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  and  has  one 
son  and  three  daughters  living,  all  of  them  married  except  the  youngest 
daughter.  The  nest  in  age  is  Nathan,  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Sipp,  a  farmer  who  occupies  part  of  the  old  Hoak  homestead. 

On  the  old  Hoak  farm,  most  of  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies, 
Nathan  Hoak  was  born  December  26,  1848.  He  was  given  a  substantial 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  started  out  in  life  as  a  teacher  and 
was  highly  successful  in  that  profession  which  he  followed  in  his  home 
township  and  county  for  several  years.  Later  he  bought  and  still  owns 
fifty-two  acres  east  of  the  old  home,  lived  there  two  years,  but  then 
returned  to  the  home  farm  to  take  care  of  his  mother  during  her  declin- 
ing years.  He  now  owns  a  hundred  acres  of  this  farm  and  has  con- 
tinued its  development  according  to  the  high  standards  set  by  his  able 
father.  As  a  stock  man  he  gives  his  attention  primarily  to  Durham 
cattle  and  Chester  White  hogs.  His  fields  show  little  falling  off  in  the 
productiveness  for  which  they  were  noted  in  earlier  years,  and  he  grows 
large  crops  of  grain  and  potatoes.  Mr.  Hoak  has  been  one  of  the  promi- 
nent farmers  in  Berlin  Township  for  the  past  forty  years.  He  has  held 
nearly  every  office  in  the  County  Fair  Association  and  is  now  superin- 
tendent of  track.  His  father  was  a  vice  president  and  a  director  of 
the  association  many  years,  and  the  products  of  the  Hoak  homestead 
have  probably  won  as  many  blue  ribbone  at  the  local  fair  as  have  been 
awarded  to  any  one  farm  in  the  county.  Mr.  Hoak's  father  was  the  first 
man  to  be  honored  with  the  office  of  master  of  the  Berlin  Heights  Grange 
No.  345,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  at  the  present  time  Nathan  Hoak 
holds  the  same  office,  and  has  licen  prominent  since  the  beginning  of  the 
organization.  His  wife  i^  likiwisc  :ii-tivi'  in  the  Grange.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  blue  lodge  of  .Masons  ai  Al  ilaii  and  a  charter  member  of  and  active 
in  the  Knights  of  Pytliias  Loduc  at  I'.i  ilin  Pleights  since  it  was  organized 
twenty-eight  years  ago.  ilr.  Hoak  has  served  as  trustee  of  the  town- 
ship and  is  the  type  of  substantial  citizen  who  well  merits  the  honors 
and  rewards  of  civic  position.  For  a  number  of  years  in  addition  to 
liis  farming  activities  he  has  lieen  a  stock  buyer  and  shipper. 
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In  Huron  Township  in  1874  ilr.  Iloak  married  Miss  Delia  Hughes, 
who  was  born  in  Huron  Township  June  26,  1857,  and  was  reared  in 
tlie  country  and  in  the  Village  of  Huron.  She  is  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Mai-gai-et  (Everett)  Hughes,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Erie 
County  and  spent  most  of  their  lives  on  a  good  farm  in  Huron  Township. 
Her  father  died  there  about  forty  years  ago,  and  her  mother  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  seventy -five.  They  were  members  of  the  Qniversalist 
Church.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoak  are  likewise  of  the  same  faith. 

Truman  Benjamin  Taylor.  Among  the  old  families  of  Erie  County 
the  Taylors  have  had  a  prominent  place  from  the  time  when  the  State  of 
Ohio  was  on  the  western  frontier.  Fully  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the 
company  of  Connecticut  colonists  .journeyed  westward  and  established 
themselves  in  the  wilderness  of  Perkins  Township.  Of  the  several  dis- 
tinctive families  in  that  party  the  Taylors  were  of  special  prominence.  A 
fact  of  pioneer  history  which  has  often  been  little  mentioned  is  that  the 
first  settlers  of  any  community,  through  their  leadership,  their  relations 
in  family  or  friendl.y  ties  with  later  commerce,  and  through  their  public 
spirit  in  guarding  the  moral  integrity  of  the  community,  often  exercise 
a  far-reaching  and  invaluable  influence  on  the  social  and  economic  wel- 
fare and  give  a  vital  direction  to  the  subsequent  destiny  of  their  locality. 
The  Taylors  and  their  associates  in  pioneer  settlement  were  all  people  of 
substantial  New  England  stock,  moral  and  upright  and  thrifty,  and  in 
many  ways  the  influences  and  results  of  their  lives  can  be  traced  in  the 
history  of  Erie  County. 

In  1815  a  colony  was  organized  at  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  settlement  in  the  Ohio  wilderness.  This  colony 
comprised  the  following  heads  of  families:  Joseph  Taylor,  Sr.,  his  sons 
Joseph  and  Jesse  Taylor,  Eleazur  Bell,  Julius  House,  Pliny  Johnson, 
Harvey  Corelle,  Roswell  Eddy,  Roswell  Hubbard,  Halsey  Aikens  and 
Dr.  Richard  Christopher.  It  will  be  recalled  that  the  date  was  ten  years 
before  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  right  at  the  beginning  of  the 
great  westward  movement  which  in  a  few  years  peopled  all  the  country 
west  of  the  Alleghenies  up  to  the  ^Mississippi.  The  means  of  transpor- 
tation were  of  the  most  primitive  nature.  America  at  that  time  had  no 
railroads,  and  there  were  no  canals  across  the  mountains.  The  colony 
from  Connecticut  therefore  made  the  entire  journey  with  wagons  and 
teams.  To  some  of  the  wagons  were  attached  two  pair  of  oxen  and  a 
horse,  and  to  othei's  one  pair  of  oxen  and  a  horse.  In  the  wagons  were 
carried  the  household  goods,  provisions  and  farm  implements,  and  every- 
tliing  not  needed  was  sacrificed  and  left  behind,  including  many  comforts 
1o  wliieh  these  families  had  been  accustomed  in  the  East.  Along  the 
\v;iy  they  camped  out  at  night,  and  spent  forty -nine  days -in  travel.  This 
biought  them  to  what  was  then  Huron  County,  now  Perkins  Township 
of  Erie  County. 

Arriving  in  this  wilderness,  Joseph  Taylor,  at  that  time  the  head  of 
the  Taylor  family,  bought  land,  improved  a  farm,  and  spent  the  rest  of 
liis  (hiys  in  Erie  County.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  one  of  the 
(ilil  ciiiietei'ies  in  Perkins  Township.  He  was  twice  married  and  had 
ehiklrcn  by  both  wives. 

In  the  next  generation  special  attention  is  called  to  Jesse  Taylor,  one 
of  the  sons  of  Joseph.  Jesse  Taylor  was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Connec- 
ticut, March  14,  1783,  and  was  "about  thirty-two  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Northern  Ohio.  He  also  bought  land,  situated  about  seventy 
rods  east  of  the  brick  church  in  Perkins  township,  and  there  built  a  log 
house  which  continued  to  be  the  home  of  the  Taylor  family  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  improved  his  land,  was  an  industrious  worker,  a  pros- 
perous citizen,  and  did  his  share  in  the  moral  and  civic  upbuilding  of 
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the  community.  His  death  occurred  October  26,  1852.  Jesse  Taylor 
married  Julia  House,  a  twiu  sister  of  Julius  House,  who  was  a  prominent 
pioneer  and  whose  name  is  mentioned  in  the  above  list  of  early  settlers  in 
Perkins  Township.  She  died  October  28,  1867,  having  reared  three  sons 
and  two  daughters:    PZlIery,  Julius,  Dennis,  Maria  and  Eliza. 

Dennis  G.  Taylor,  who  was  in  the  third  generation  of  the  Taylor 
family  in  Erie  County,  was  born  in  Perkins  Township  May  4,  1821.  As 
a  boy  he  attended  one  of  the  pioneer  schools  of  the  county,'  and  early 
learned  lessons  of  industry  while  helping  subdue  the  wilderness  and  in 
cultivating  the  farm.  He  afterwards  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the 
old  Jesse  Taylor  homestead,  and  was  not  only  energetic  and  active  but 
was  possessed  of  unusual  business  ability.  Besides  farming,  he  dealt  in 
farm  implements  and  live  stock  and  was  a  highly  influential  member  of 
the  community.  He  added  to  the  improvements  of  the  old  home,  and 
left  it  with  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings  at  the  time  of  his  death  on 
November  3,  1896.  Dennis  Taylor  was  married  in  1844  to  Phebe  Ann 
Wright,  who  was  born  in  Galen  Township,  of  Wayne  County,  New  York, 
November  24,  1822.  Her  father,  Benjamin  Belden  Wright,  was  born  on 
a  farm  near  Cold  Springs,  a  few  miles  below  Poughkeepsie  on  the 
Hudson  River,  and  about  1820  removed  to  Wayne  County,  where  he  was 
an  early  settler,  lived  there  until  1834,  and  then  came  to  Ohio  and  settled 
in  what  is  now  Berlin  Township  of  Erie  County.  There  he  improved  a 
farm  and  lived  until  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of  unusual  education  for 
his  time,  and  among  other  influences  by  which  he  impressed  his  indi- 
viduality on  the  community  was  as  local  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Benjamin  Wright  married  Nancy  Baker.  Mrs.  Dennis 
Taylor  was  educated  in  the  Norwalk  Seminary  in  Ohio.  One  of  her  in- 
structors in  that  institution  was  Edward  S.  Thompson,  who  subsequently 
became  a  bishop  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  who  officiated 
at  the  ceremony  which  united  her  in  wedlock  with  Dennis  Taylor.  She 
died  March  19,  1895. 

Of  these  last  named  parents  the  only  son  and  child  was  Truman 
Benjamin  Taylor,  who  was  bom  in  Perkins  Township  February  10, 1846, 
and  has  for  many  years  been  prominent  in  Erie  County  as  a  farmer  and 
stock  man  and  also  as  a  banker  at  Sandusky.  As  a  boy  he  had  the  ad- 
vantages of  n  crood  home,  with  surroundings  of  culture  and  moral  and 
uplifting  inlliHiiiis.  nml  through  his  own  career  has  lived  up  to  the 
standards  set  liim  \>\  liis  forebears.  He  attended  the  rural  schools,  and  in 
1865  was  graduated  from  the  Sandusky  High  School.  He  then  took  a 
course  in  the  Eastman's  Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York, 
and  on  graduating  from  that  institution  returned  home  and  took  up  the 
life  of  a  farmer.  He  also  sold  farm  implements  and  farm  produce,  and 
eventually  siiecede,!  to  the  ownership  of  the  splendid  old  estate  on  which 
his  grandfather  had  settled  a  century  ago.  That  was  his  home,  though 
in  the  meantime  liis  interests  had  extended  to  the  City  of  Sandusky, 
until  1909.  Having  built  a  beautiful  residence  on  Wayne  Street,  he 
then  removed  to  the  city,  and  now  enjoys  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of 
a  city  home. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  married  December  5,  1872,  to  Mary  Jane  Eddy,  who 
is  likewise  of  the  old  pioneer  stock  that  settled,  Perkins  Township  100 
years  ago.  She  was  born  in  Perkins  Township,  October  11,  1849,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Caroline  (Akins)  Eddy,  and  is  a  granddaughter 
of  Roswell  and  Hannah  (Taylor)  Eddy,  her  grandfather's  name  appear- 
ing in  the  list  of  pioneers  above  given.  Mrs.  Taylor  died  April  6,  1914. 
There  were  three  children:  Carrie  Edith,  born  January  8,  1874,  died 
January  13,  1876 ;  Bert  Eddy,  and  Nellie.  Bert  married  Belle  Vernon 
Jones,  while  Nellie  is  the  wife  of  Gary  W.  Hord  and  has  a  son.  Burton 
Taylor. 
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Mr.  T.  B.  Taylor  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Citizens'  Banking 
Company  of  Sandusky,  and  is  one  of  the  three  charter  members  stiU 
living.  He  served  as  president  of  the  institution  twenty-two  years, 
resigning  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  now  officiating  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors.  He  was  also  one  of  the  promoters  and  was  treasurer 
of  the  company  that  built  the  Sandusky  Short  Line  Railroad,  and  was 
one  of  the  builders  of  the  Sandusky,  Milan  &  Norwalk  Electric  Railroad, 
the  first  interurban  electric  line  in  Ohio.  He  was  president  of  the  com- 
pany until  the  property  was  consolidated  with  other  electric  lines  in 
Northern  Ohio.  Mr.  Taylor  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Perkins 
Grange,  No.  637,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  was  its  fii'st  secretary.  He 
has  long  been  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  .in  which 
he  was  married  and  of  which  his  wife  was  a  devout  and  consistent  member. 

Robert  A.  Koegle.  Prominent  among  the  trustworthy  and  competent 
men  who  are  so  ably  safeguarding  the  public  interests  of  Sandusky  is 
Robert  A.  Koegle,  who  is  serving  wisely  and  satisfactorily  as  city 
treasurer.  A  native-born  citizen,  his  birth  occurred,  April  22,  1871,  at 
the  home  of  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  G.  Koegle,  on  Water  Street. 

John  G.  Koegle,  Sr.,  the  paternal  gi-andfather,  was  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Baden,  Germany,  where  as  a  young  man  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade.  In  1845  he  came  with  his  f amity  to  America,  the 
land  of  hope  and  promise,  being  several  weeks  crossing  the  broad  Atlantic 
in  a  sailing  vessel.  From  New  York,  where  he  disembarked,  he  came 
across  the  country  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Sandusky,  then  a  comparatively 
small  place.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  employed  in  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  shops,  continuing  his  residence  here  until  his  death,  in 
1896.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Gegas.  She  reared  five  children, 
as  follows :  Christina,  who  became  the  wife  of  Capt.  Jacob  Haas ;  Fred- 
erick ;  John  G.,  Jr. ;  and  August. 

Born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1839,  John  G.  Koegle,  Jr.,  was  about 
six  years  old  when  he  came  with  the  family  to  Sandusky.  In  the  public 
schools  of  his  new  home  he  acquired  a  practical  education,  and  while  yet 
a  young  man  was  for  a  while  an  engineer  on  a  steamboat,  after  which  he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  local  fire  department  for  a  number  of  seasons. 
Now,  a  hale  and  hearty  man  of  seventy-six  years,  he  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  Hinde  &  Dauch  Manufacturing  Company.  He  married  Margaret 
Kellar,  who  was  born  at  Crestline,  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  of  German 
Mnecstry.  Her  father,  John  Kellar,  a  native  of  Germany,  immigrated  to 
tlie  T'oited  States  in  earlj'  manhood,  locating  in  Crawford  County,  Ohio, 
in  pioneer  times.  Purchasing  land  that  was  still  in  its  primitive  wild- 
ness,  he  hewed  a  farm  from  the  forest,  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  passing  away  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty -three  years.  His 
wife  preceded  him  to  the  better  world,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  John  and  Margaret  (Kellar)  Koegle  reared  seven  children,  as 
follows:  William  P.,  Elizabeth  S.,  Robert  A.,  Joseph,  Henry,  Christina 
and  John  G.,  Jr. 

Having  laid  a  substantial  foundation  for  his  fiilurc  .Mlucation  in  the 
elementary  schools,  Robert  A.  Koegle  was  graduatrd  tVum  llic  Sandusky 
Pligh  School  with  the  class  of  1889.  The  ensuiiiu  tliivi'  years  he  was 
employed  aa  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  Arnold  &  Henkieman,  after 
which  he  worked  for  Lewis  A.  Biehl  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  In 
1899  he  became  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Close  &  Koegle,  his  partner 
being  Frank  Close,  with  whom  he  was  associated  until  1907.  In  1908 
Mr.  Koegle  embarked  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  drug  trade  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Uthe  &  Hiltz  Company.  Sul)sequently  disposing  of  his 
interests  in  that  finn  he  clerked  for  W.  A.  Graham  for  a  few  months, 
resigning  that  position  to  accept  that  of  deputy  county  auditor,  an  office 
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tliat  he  lield  from  October,  1009,  uutil  the  fall  of  1913.  Elected  city 
treasurer  at  that  time,  Mr.  Koegle  has  since  tilled  the  important  and 
responsible  position,  rendering  excellent  and  appreciated  service  to 
his  fellow-townsmen,  who  have  perfect  faith  and  conhdence  in  his  financial 
ability. 

Air.  Koegle  married,  December  22,  1904,  Bertha  S.  Hahu,  who  was 
born  at  Milan,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Bertha  (Kromer)  Hahn. 
The  union  of  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koegle  has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of 
three  childi'en,  namely:  Wilbur  II.,  Richard  II.  and  Robert  A.,  Jr.  Mr. 
Koegle  has  served  several  years  as  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  Board  of 
Waterworks.  Religiously  he  belongs  to  the  Evangelical  Church.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  Sandusky  Aerie  No.  444,  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles,  and  of  Sandusky  Herd  No.  471,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose. 

Henry  J.  Schilleb.  An  active  member  of  the  legal  fraternity  of 
Erie  County,  Henry  J.  Schiller  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at  Sandusky  for  ten  years,  during  which 
time  he  lias  won  a  fair  share  of  patronage.  He  was  born  in  1873,  on  a 
farm  in  Perkins  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  a  son  of  George  Schiller. 

His  i)aternal  grandfather,  Frederick  Schiller,  a  Grerman  by  birth  and 
breeding,  spent  his  entii-e  life  in  Bavaria,  being  there  engaged  in  mei'- 
cantile  pursuits.  Two  of  his  sons  immigrated  to  this  country,  George, 
who  became  a  resident  of  Ohio,  and  Frederick,  who  settled  in  Canada, 
on  Pelee  Island,  which  is  located  in  Lake  Erie,  north  of  Sandusky. 

Born  August  29,  1830,  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  George  Schiller  attended 
school  regularly  until  twelve  years  old,  when  he  began  an  apprenticeship 
of  five  years  at  the  trades  of  a  baker  and  millei",  his  father  jDaying  the 
baker  50  cents  a  month  the  first  two  yeai's,  instead  of  the  boy  receiving 
any  money  for  his  work,  although  during  that  time  he  was  allowed  to 
attend  school  a  part  of  each  year.  The  baker,  however,  gave  him  $2  a 
month  the  last  two  years  of  his  apprenticeship.  In  isri,;.  (hci.Iiim-  to  try 
the  hazard  of  new  fortunes,  he  embarked  on  a  sailing  \(ssrl  Inr  America, 
and  after  a  tempestuous  voyage  of  eighty-three  days  landed  in  New  York. 
He  followed  his  trade  for  a  time  in  Brooklyn,  and  then  went  to  Cincin- 
nati, where  he  secured  work  as  a  truck  gardener  with  a  Mr.  Biegler. 
Coming  to  Erie  County  in  1863,  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Colum- 
bus Pike,  in  Perkins  Tcfwnship,  and  for  a  while  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing. Later  he  was  engaged  in  the  baking  business  at  Sanduskj^  for  three 
years,  but  subsequently  returned  to  Perkins  Township,  where  he  con- 
tinued his  agricultural  labors  until  his  death,  April  13,  1897. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  George  Schiller  was  Mary  Biegler. 
She  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November  29,  1838,  and  is  now  living, 
since  the  death  of  her  hvisband  making  her  home  with  her  children.  Her 
father  was  born  and  bred  in  Bavaria,  and  there  married.  Immigrating 
to  the  United  States  in  1837,  he  established  himself  in  Cincinnati  as  a 
building  contractor,  and  met  with  success  in  his  labors.  He  was  energetic 
and  enter])rising,  and  used  to  burn  all  the  lime  and  brick  he  required  in 
the  const  lurlidii  of  buildings.  He  ;mii1  liis  ^ood  wife  reared  five  children, 
Katlicriiir.  .Minijai-et,  George,  Mary  ami  Kate.  Of  the  union  of  George 
and  .Mar\  (  liirt;lrr)  Schiller  twelve  chilih'cii  were  born,  namely:  William, 
deceased;  Anna;  Gustav;  Charles,  deceased;  Albert;  Edwin;  Henry, 
deceased;  Henry  J,  and  John  H.,  twins;  George;  Alma,  and  William. 

As  a  boy  and  youth  -Henry  J.  Schiller  attended  the  rural  .school  of 
District  No.  5,  in  Perkins  Township,  in  the  meantime  helping  his  father 
on  the  home  farm.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  an  apprentice- 
ship of  three  years  in  Frank's  bakery,  and  subsequently,  for  two  or 
thi-ee  seasons,  sailed  the  lakes  during  the  summer  and  worked  at  his  trade 
winters.     Then,  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  Mr.  Scliilh-r  was  employed 
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as  a  baker  at  the  Soldiers'  Home,  and  while  thus  engaged  made  diligent 
use  of  his  leisure  time  by  close  and  intelligent  study  completing  the 
Sandusky  High  School  coui'se,  and  passing  the  examination  at  Columbus. 
He  also  pursued  the  study  of  law  to  some  purpose,  in  1906  being  admitted 
to  the  bar.  Since  that  time  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  to  Ihc  buying  and  selling  of  real  estate, 
in  both  lines  of  business  mectiuu;'  with  much  success. 

On  September  15,  1897,  Mr,  Sciiillii-  married  LilUan  Virginia  Lowe, 
who  was  born  in  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Anna  (Leigh)  Lowe,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and 
the  latter  of  Bavaria,  Germany.  Her  paternal  great-grandfather  served 
as  a  soldier  in  both  the  Revolutionary  war  and  in  the  War  of  1812.  Her 
grandfather  Lowe  was  captain  of  a  Pennsylvania  battalion  dui-ing  the 
Civil  war  and  lost  his  life  while  in  service.  Five  of  his  brothei's-in-law 
fought  in  the  Confederate  army  during  that  conflict.  Her  father,  John 
Lowe,  enlisted  in  the  Third  West  Virginia  Cavalry  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  under  command  of  General  Custer  took  part  in  various  engagements, 
and  still  later  served  in  the  United  States  Regular  Army. 

On  August  30,  1905,  Mr.  Schiller,  in  his  efforts  to  rescue  a  youth 
from  drowning  in  the  Sandusky  Bay,  jumped  from  the  dock,  and  after 
being  twice  pulled  under  the  water  safely  landed  the  young  man  on  dry 
ground.  For  this  brave  act  the  United  States  Congress  awarded  him  a 
silver  medal,  and  in  addition  he  received  a  Carnegie  medal  and  $1,500 
in  cash  from  the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund. 

Politically  Mr.  Schiller  has  always  been  actively  identified  with  the 
republican  party.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  William  MeKinley  as 
governor  of  Ohio,  and  subsequently  had  the  pleasure  of  twice  voting  for 
the  same  candidate  for  president.  In  190-4  he  was  a  candidate  on  the 
republican  ticket  for  representative  to  the  State  Legislature.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  Science  Lodge  No.  50,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

W.VLTER  Davlin.  Now  living  retired  in  Sandusky,  Walter  Davlin, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  has  a  retrospec£  covering  the  most  important 
epochs  in  Erie  County's  development.  He  lived  as  a  boy  in  the  wilder- 
ness here  before  railroads  were  thought  of,  and  the  strength  and  energy 
of  his  own  body  have  helped  clear  away  the  virgin  forests  and  wrest 
the  land  from  the  dominion  of  the  wilderness.  During  the  greater  part 
of  his  active  career  he  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  operating  several 
of  the  fine  farms  in  this  county. 

Walter  Davlin  was  born  in  Courtright  Township,  Delaware  County, 
New  York,  March  8,  1833.  Hs  father,  Walter  Davlin,  was  born  in 
Lisnerdin,  County  Annagh,  Ireland,  March  17,  1797,  and  was  the  only 
member  of  his  father's  family  to  come  to  the  new  world.  He  grew  up 
and  married  in  his  native  county,  and  when  he  came  to  this  country  in 
1826  he  brought  his  wife  and  thivc  children.  The  voyage  was  made  in 
a  sailing  vessel,  at  that  time  tiic  (iui>-  means  of  crossing  the  Atlantic, 
and  the  vessel  was  six  weeks  l)ct\vccii  pdrts.  Purchasing  land  in  Court- 
right  Township  the  elder  Davlin  set  up  a  dairy  and  sent  his  butter  to 
New  York  City.  His  wife's  sister's  husband,  Peter  Smith,  at  that  time 
had  a  sales  stable  in  the  city,  and  Walter  Davlin  was  one  of  his  horse 
liuyers  in  the  country.  Peter  Smith  left  the  East  and  in  1834  became 
a  pioneer  of  Ogle  County,  Illinois,  securing  some  extensive  tracts  of  land, 
including  the  present  site  of  Rochelle,  in  which  town  he  subsequently 
engaged  in  banking  and  acquired  a  fortune. 

In  1837  Walter  Davlin,  Sr.,  also  left  New  York  State,  selling  his  farm 
and  bringing  his  family  and  some  of  his  household  goods  to  Ohio.  The 
.iourney  was  made  by  canal  to  Buffalo  and  thence  by  lake  steamer  to 
Huron.     He  had  already  visited  this  section  and  selected  a  home  in  the 
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interior  of  Huron  County,  where  he  settled  with  his  family.  His  first 
place  was  about  teu  miles  southwest  of  Milan,  but  he  later  bought  laud 
seven  miles  from  that  town,  and  finally  removed  to  a  tract  of  land  in 
Huron  Township  of  Erie  County,  which  was  his  home  until  his  death 
on  September  8,  1877. 

The  elder  Davlin  married  Jane  Foster,  who  was  born  in  County 
Armagli,  Ireland,  May  15,  1802,  and  died  in  Erie  County,  August  25, 
1884.  She  and  her  sister  Sallie,  wife  of  Peter  Smith  above  mentioned, 
and  their  brother  John  and  family  were  the  only  ones  of  her  father's 
family  to  come  to  America.  Jane  Foster  Davlin  reared  ten  children, 
namely:  Margaret,  Sally,  Joseph,  Mary  Jane,  Samuel,  Walter,  Eliza, 
Matilda,  Nancy  and  Fanny. 

A  boy  of  four  when  the  family  came  to  Ohio,  Walter  Davlin  has  only 
faint  memories  of  the  incidents  of  the  journey.  At  that  time  Erie  was 
a  part  of  Huron  ('(iiiiitw  Sandusky  A\as  but  a  liaiulct,  and  much  of  the 
surrounding  country  umlcai'iil  ami  spais'ly  sitlli'd  with  an  abundance 
of  wild  game  to  satisly  cNiM'y  drsirr  of  the  liuiitiT  and  trapper.  As  a 
boy  he  attended  one  of  the  pioneer  schools  held  in  a  log  cabin,  with  the 
crudest  of  furniture  and  comforts  and  with  the  t.ypical  curriculum  of  that 
period.  Habits  of  industry  were  fastened  on  him  by  discipline  with  the 
ax  and  plow  beginning  when  he  was  still  of  tender  years.  It  was  all  a 
splendid  preparation  for  his  own  practical  career.  In  1863  he  purchased 
land  in  Townsend  Town.ship,  and  started  independently  as  a  farmer  and 
stock  raiser.  He  had  ambition,  energy  and  .judgment,  and  prospei'ed  year 
in  and  year  out.  The  surplus  was  invested  in  more  land  until  he  and 
his  wife  owned,  including  her  inheritance,  upwards  of  2,600  acres,  situ- 
ated in  both  Sandusky  and  Eric  iMiuiities. 

Mr.  Davlin  was  married  .May  10.  lSfi3,  to  Ann  J.  Whitmore,  who,  by 
a  former  marriage,  tiad  v.xo  clnldrcn,  Carrie  and  John.  She  was  born 
in  Huron  Township,  Huron  county.  Her  father,  John  Whitmore,  was 
a  native  of  Leicester,  Livingston  County,  New  York,  born  May  29,  1816. 
His  father,  George  Whitmore,  supposedly  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  but  John  Whitmore,  of  the  preceding  generation,  was  born  in 
Holland,  and  coming  to  America  in  colonial  times  located  on  Long  Island. 
The  Whitmores  subsequently  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  where,  during  an 
Indian  uprising,  five  of  the  family  were  made  prisoners,  while  the  oldest 
son,  Philip,  was  killed.  In  1830  George  Whitmore,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  Margaret  and  children,  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  that  part  of 
Huron  County  now  Margaretta  Township  of  Erie  County.  There  were 
two  sons,  William  and  John,  and  five  daughters,  Rachel,  Mary,  Eleanor, 
Kate  and  Jeanctte.  In  1837  John  Whitmore  married  Mareia  (Swift) 
Chapman,  of  I''ric  ('nuiity.  and  they  settled  in  a  new  home  in  'I'nw  nscnd 
Town.ship  of  Sandusky  Cdunty.  The  country  was  still  mcauvrly  |i(i|iu- 
lated  and  with  little  land  eli^ared.  Jolm  Whitmore  soon  ojieiiecl  a  store 
of  general  merchandise  ami  estalilished  a  sei-\ire  whieh  was  of  great 
value  to  his  neighbors,  who  shoHid  their  a|i|>reeiatinii  by  furnishing  him 
a  trade  that  grew  in  Vdhnne  ami  inade  him  \-fV\  snecessfid.  His  pros- 
pei'ity  als,i  I, ink  the  Inriii  nf  land,  ami  at  his  ihMlli  on  January  1,  1881, 
iie  left  1. ::!'_' ai-res,  im-l  m  linu' se\'eral  well  iiii|ii'(i\  ed  farms.  His  wife  was 
the  dauLdiler  of  Sinienn  Swift,  and  liy  her  lii'sl  husband.  Jay  Chapman, 
had  thi'ic  eliildi-en:  Jane,  wife  of  Enoch  Heel)e ;  Jay,  who  married  Mary 
A.  Childs:  ami  Ileniy,  who  died  in  boyhood.  Mrs.  John  Whitmore  died 
fJainia  ry  17,  ISC-t,  and  by  her  second  marriage  IMrs.  Davlin  was  the  only 
child.  John  Witmore,  her  father,  was  a  man  'of  courage  and  ability  and 
stood  among  the  first  citizens  of  his  generation.  Tie  combined  his  success 
with  a  liberality  which  caused  him  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  all  tliose 
in  need.  His  wife  was  also  an  industrious  and  capable  woman,  and 
assisted  liiiii  in  the  achievement  of  his  success.     John  Whitmore  was  all 
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his  career  a  democrat,  and  though  voting  and  helping  his  party  to  success, 
he  was  too  busy  himself  to  accept  public  honors. 

l\lr.  and  Mrs.  Davlin  have  reared  live  children,  named  William,  Marcia, 
Sallie,  filargaret  and  Ann.  William  married  Eflie  Skilliter,  and  their 
five  children  are  Grace,  Helen,  Margaret,  Walter  and  Ruth.  The  daugh- 
ter Marcia  married  Elmer  Dills,  and  has  two  children,  Edna  and  Walter. 
Sallie  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Neill,  and  her  two  sons  are  William 
Homer  and  Charles  Justin.  Margaret  married  Lewis  Quinn  and  has  a 
(hnightcr  nameil  .lulia  Aim.  Ann,  the  youngest,  is  the  wife  of  William 
(,)uiiiii,  ami  tbi.'ir  cliildiDi  are  Lucile  and  Arthur  Walter.  Mrs.  Davlin, 
the  uiutlier  inhn-ilcd  the  (  luiritalile  traits  of  her  father,  and  her  goodness 
has  exti'ii(l<il  Im'mukI  Ikt  nwii  lioinc  tn  ])raetical  benevolence  to-many  in 
need.  Shr  brciuiir  a  nuiiilici'  df  tin-  Miiiscopal  Church  at  Clyde  in  1896. 
Mr.  Davliii  rcai/lird  iiKinhniKl  jihoiit  the  time  the  great  political  issues  were 
drawn  for  the  struggle  between  the  North  and  the  South,  and  like 
thousands  of  northern  young  men  was  drawn  into  the  ranks  of  the  new 
republican  party,  and  has  voted  with  it  since  it  nominated  its  first  presi- 
dential candidate.  He  was  at  one  time  postmaster  of  the  Village  of 
Whitmore,  where  for  several  years  he  conducted  a  general  merchandise 
store. 

John  A.  Giedeman.  A  man  of  keen  foresight,  vigorous  will,  pos- 
sessing an  undoubted  eajiaeity  for  business,  John  A.  Giedeman  is  inti- 
mately associated  with  tbc  Imnkint;-  interests  of  Sandusky  as  president 
of  the  American  BankiiiL;  :iiiil  Trust  Company,  being  at  the  head  of  one 
of  tlie  leading  financial  iiistitutidiis  of  the  city.  A  native  of  Germany, 
lie  WIS  lioni  ;it  K'appcl  am  Rlieiu,  Baden,  which  was  likewise  the  birth- 
\A;\rr  111'  his  iiithri-,  -Idlm  Giedcmau,  and  the  village  in  which  his  paternal 
graiidpiii'i'iits  spcid    their  entire  lives. 

Born  in  1S22  John  Giedeman  was  left  an  orphan  when  quite  young, 
but  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  a  good  home  with  relatives.  Leaving 
school  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  one  of  the  most  remunerative  of  all  trades  at  that 
time,  when  all  shoes  were  made  by  hand.  He  subsequently  worked  as  a 
journeyman  shoemaker  in  the  fatherland  until  1851,  when,  accompanied 
I)y  his  wife  and  only  child,  he  came  to  America,  crossing  the  ocean  in  a 
sailing  vessel,  for  ninety-three  days  battling  with  wind  and  wave  before 
touching  the  shores  of  New  York.  Coming  from  thei'e  to  Ohio,  he  pro- 
ceeded first  to  Buffalo,  where  he  secured  passage  on  a  schooner  for 
Sandusky,  his  point  of  destination.  Very  soon  after  his  arrival  he 
opened  a  shop  on  East  Jefferson  Street,  and  was  busily  employed  at  his 
trade  until  1862.  Enlisting  then  in  Company  G-,  Sixth-fifth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  he  went  south  and  was  in  active  service  under  Generals 
Bufll.  Sheridan,  Roseerans  and  Thomas.  With  his  regiment  he  partici- 
pated in  many  of  the  more  important  battles  of  the  Civil  war,  including 
those  at  Shiloh,  Perryville,  Stone  River,  Chiekamauga  and  ^Missionary 
Ridge,  and  was  with  Sherman's  command  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  taking 
part  in  all  the  engagements  en  route  to  Atlniita,  and  assisting  in  the 
siege  and  captvire  of  that  city.  S\disci|uii!tly.  going  with  General 
Thomas's  command  in  pursuit  of  Hood's  army,  he  took  part  in  the  battles 
at  Franklin  and  Nashville,  and  continued  with  his  regiment  until  the 
close  of  the  conflict,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  service. 

Returning  to  Sandusky,  John  Giedeman  entered  the  employ  of  Stoll 
&  Koch,  and  served  as  foreman  of  their  store  on  Columbus  Avenue  until 
the  firm  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  He  then  continued  in  the 
same  position  with  Mr.  Stoll,  who  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  business, 
until  another  change  was  made  in  the  personnel  of  the  firm,  Mr.  Koch 
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selling  out  to  Mr.  Stoll,  his  former  partner,  and  John  A.  Giedeman,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  With  the  new  tirin,  Koch  &  Company,  John 
Giedemau  continued  as  foreman  of  the  shop  until  his  death,  September 
27,  1882. 

John  Giedeman  married  Thei'esa  Faist,  who  was  born  in  Baden, 
Germany,  in  the  same  locality  that  the  birth  of  her  husband  occurred, 
in  1822,  and  died  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  March  17,  1908.  Her  parents 
were  life-long  residents  of  Baden,  and  in  the  Village  of  Kappel  their 
nineteen  children  were  born,  sixteen  daughters  and  three  sous.  Eight 
of  the  daughters  came  to  America,  and  all  married  aud  reared  families. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Giedeman  reared  but  two  children,  namely:  John 
A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Sophia,  wife  of  Hon.  Phillip  Buerkle. 

A  child  of  fifteen  months  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  this  country, 
John  A.  Giedeman  was  educated  iu  the  parochial  and  public  schools  of 
Sandusky.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  began  life  as  a  wage-earner, 
becoming  cash  boy  in  the  dry  goods  store  of  H.  Converse  &  Son,  who  sold 
out  a  year  later  to  George  IMarch  &  Brother.  Continuing  with  the  new 
firm  six  years,  Mr.  Giedeman  was  advanced  during  that  time  to  the 
position  of  salesman,  and  when  Mai'ch  Brothers  sold  out  to  E.  H.  and 
R.  M.  Wilcox  he  continued  as  salesman  for  them  for  a  period  of  eight 
months. 

Engaging  then  in  business  on  his  own  account,  Mr.  Giedeman  formed 
a  partnership  with  William  Koch,  and  as  junior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Koch  &  Company  opened  a  boot  and  shoe  store  on  the  south  side  of 
Water  Street,  between  Columbus  Avenue  and  Jackson  Street.  Seven 
years  later  he  purchased  liis  partner's  intei'est  in  the  establishment,  and 
for  a  time  run  the  l)usiu('ss  nlonc.  He  then  sold  a  half  interest  to  John 
Homegardner,  and  rdiiiiiimd  ns  head  of  the  firm  of  Giedeman  &  Home- 
gardner  until  1904,  win  ii  lie  Imught  out  his  partner,  and  again  became 
sole  proprietor.  In  liHil)  i\ir.  (jiedeman  admitted  George  H.  Uberle  and 
Frank  Sheably  into  partnership  and  withdrew  from  the  active  manage- 
ment of  affairs,  although  he  still  retains  an  interest  in  the  business, 
which  is  being  successfully  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  George 
H.  Uberle  &  Company.  In  the  meantime  he  had  become  financially 
interested  in  the  Commercial  National  Bank,  and  served  as  one  of  its 
directors  until  July,  1909,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  his  present 
position  as  president  of  the  American  Banking  and  Trust  Comj^any, 
the  affairs  of  which  he  is  administering  very  successfully,  and  to  the 
eminent  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  is  likewise  officially  connected 
with  various  other  corporations,  being  a  director  in  both  the  Sandusky 
Telephone  Company  and  the  Davich  Manufacturing  Company  and  the 
president  of  the  Saving,  Building  and  Loan  Company. 

Mr.  Giedeman  has  been  twice  married.  He  married,  first,  in  1875, 
Miss  Kathcrine  Homegardner,  who  was  born  in  Sandusky,  where  her 
parents,  Jolin  and  Mary  Homegardner,  were  pioneer  settlers.  She  died 
November  20,  1901,  leaving  three  cliildren,  namel.v :  Cora,  now  wife  of 
Thaddcus  Green ;  Edith,  and  Catherine,  ilr.  Giedeman  married,  second, 
September  27,  1904,  IMrs.  Katherine  (Wagner)  Crott.v,  widow  of  Thomas 
Crott.v.  She  was  born  in  Cleveland,  wliere  her  father,  John  Wagner, 
located  as  a  pioneer  on  coming  to  this  country  from  Germany,  his  native 
land. 

Religiously  Mr.  Giedeman  and  his  family  are  members  of  St.  Mary's 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  FraternaUy  he  is  a  member  of  Sandusky  Coun- 
cil No.  546.  Knights  of  Columbus ;  of  St.  George  Court  No.  238,  Catholic 
Order  of  Foresters;  of  Sandusky  Aerie  No.  444,  Fraternal  Order  of 
Easrles,  and  of  Sandusky  Branch  No.  27,  Catholic  Mutual  Benefit 
Association. 
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William  Coles.  A  business  record  of  forty-five  years  is  the  honor- 
able distinction  of  William  Coles,  who  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in 
Sandusky,  aud  whose  energy  in  the  management  of  his  own  affairs  has 
also  at  different  times  been  diverted  for  the  public  benefit  through  differ- 
ent public  offices  he  has  held. 

William  Coles  was  born  in  Peterboro,  England,  March  14,  1845,  a 
son  of  Isaac  Coles,  who  was  born  in  the  same  locality.  Though  the 
grandparents  spent  their  lives  in  England,  three  of  the  sons,  James, 
Stephen  aud  Isaac  Coles,  all  came  to  America  and  all  became  early 
residents  of  Sandusky.  James  died  a  few  years  ago  leaving  one  son, 
while  Stephen  has  no  children.  Isaac  Coles  grew  up  and  married  in 
England,  and  about  1848  came  to  America,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
three  children.  They  made  the  voyage  on  a  sailing  vessel,  being  six 
weeks  on  the  sea,  and  after  lauding  at  New  York  came  west  to  Sandusky. 
This  was  then  a  small  settlement,  and  a  large  part  of  the  land  now 
included  in  the  city  was  covered  with  trees  and  hazel  brush.  During 
1849  Isaac  Coles  was  employed  in  driving  horses  to  draw  freight  cars  up 
and  down  Water  Street.  Only  the  older  citizens  can  recall  that  some- 
what primitive  railroad.  The  rails  were  wooden  stringers,  covered  with 
strap  iron.  This  employment  led  Isaac  Coles  to  a  trucking  business  in 
1850,  and  he  began  operating  a  two-wheeled  dray.  During  the  cholera 
epidemic  in  the  city  he  carried  the  dead  to  the  cemetery  on  this  vehicle. 
That  old  cemetery  was  located  on  Pearl  Street.  Isaac  Coles  continued 
in  the  general  dray  aud  transfer  business  twenty-five  years,  and  after 
that  lived  retired  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  He  married 
Sarah  Eseom,  who  was  born  in  England  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one.  She  reared  twelve  of  her  foui-teen  children,  namely :  Harriet, 
William,  Stephen,  Jane,  Phebe,  Nettie,  Fanny,  James,  Isaac,  Thonms, 
Polly  and  Sally.     The  first  three  were  born  in  England. 

William  Coles  was  three  years  old  when  brought  to  Sandusky,  and 
owing  to  the  large  family  at  home  and  other  conditions  his  education  was 
much  neglected,  and  from  the  time  he  was  eight  years  old  he  began  to 
be  self  supporting.  He  was  employed  in  different  kinds  of  work,  with 
attendance  at  school  only  during  the  winter  months.  AVhile  still  young 
he  bought  on  credit  a  team  and  began  hauling  freight  around  the  city. 
He  went  at  this  work  with  the  same  energy  which  has  characterized  all 
his  activities,  paid  for  tlie  team  in  a  short  time  and  then  bought  otlier 
teams  and  equipment  and  set  up  as  a  general  conti-actor  in  the  freight 
and  transfer  business.  lie  routimicd  this  business  in  growing  proportions 
witli  offices  on  Railroad  Stint  until  1909,  and  has  now  completed  fully 
forty-five  years  of  business  iicti\ity. 

On  December  24,  1864,  Mv.  Coles  married  Jane  Bayle.ss,  who  was 
born  in  England,  and  was  the  only  member  of  her  father's  family  to 
come  to  America.  During  the  Christmas  season  of  1914  the  Coles  family 
and  many  friends  cclclirati'd  the  auspicious  event  of  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  wnliliiiL;-  of  "Sir.  and  l\Irs.  Coles.  They  reared  five  chil- 
dren: Sarah  E.,  William,  Mary,  John,  Alfred.  Sarah  E.  lives  with 
her  parents.  William  met  liis  death  by  accident  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
while  John  died  at  tlie  age  of  nineteen,  and  Alfred  died  in  childhood. 
The  daughter  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  F.  F.  Lehman,  and  has  two 
children. 

^Ir.  Coles  is  affiliated  with  Perseverance  Lodge  No.  :329,  F.  &  A.  I\I. 
For  many  years  his  fellow  citizens  have  imposed  upon  him  important 
responsibilities  of  a  public  nature.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education  eight  years,  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  safety  si.K  years, 
and  also  in  the  city  council.  While  on  the  board  of  education  the  Seventh 
and  Ninth  Ward  schoolhouses  were  built,  and  while  he  was  on  the  board 
of  safety  two  new  fire  steamers  were  bought  for  the  fire  department. 
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the  No.  5  Engine  House  was  built,  also  the  No.  3  Engine  House  and  the 
Ninth  Street  bridge.  During  his  membership  in  the  city  council  the 
paving  work  was  done  on  Columbus  Avenue,  Market  Street,  TifSn  Ave 
nue,  Wayne  and  Hancock  streets,  and  during  that  time  he  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  paving. 

Hon.  George  C.  Beis.  Energetic  and  decisive,  and  liberally  endowed 
with  natural  legal  talent  and  ability,  Hon.  George  C.  Beis,  who  holds  a 
distinctive  position  among  the  leading  attoi-neys-at-law  of  Erie  County, 
is  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in  San- 
dusky. A  son  of  George  J.  Beis,  he  was  born  in  Waterville,  Lucas 
County,  Ohio,  of  German  ancestry,  his  paternal  grandparents  having 
been  lifelong  residents  of  Germany.  Two  of  their  sons  immigrated  to 
America,  George  J.  and  Charles,  who  settled  in  Wyandot  County,  Ohio. 

Born  and  educated  in  Baden,  Germany,  George  J.  Beis  left  home  in 
early  manhood,  coming  to  the  United  States  in  search  of  a  favorable 
opportunity  for  advancing  his  financial  resources,  and  being  sixty-two 
days  in  crossing  the  Atlantic  in  a  sailing  vessel.  Landing  in  New  York, 
he  proceeded  by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo, 
and  thence  by  lake  to  one  of  the  ports  of  Ohio.  Making  his  way  across 
the  country  to  Galion,  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  he  there  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  bi-ewer's  trade,  that  having  been  at  a  time  when  the 
brewing  business  was  conducted  on  a  much  smaller  scale  than  at  present, 
the  brewers  making  their  own  barrels,  so  that  he  became  proficient  in 
both  brewing  and  coopering.  Settling  in  Waterville,  Lucas  County,  he 
was  successfully  engaged  in  the  brewing  business  until  1873,  when  he 
bought  a  tract  of  land  near  by,  and  was  there  employed  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  his  death.  He  married  Rosina  Allion,  whose  parents 
emigrated  from  Germany  to  America  with  their  large  family  of  children 
when  she  was  six  years  old,  settling  first  in  Pennsylvania,  from  there 
(coming  to  Ohio  and  locating  in  the  vicinity  of  Waterville.  She  died  in 
1893.  leaving  six  children. 

An  ambitious  student  in  his  youthful  days,  George  C.  Beis  acquired 
a  practical  knowledge  of  books  in  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  began  his  career  as  a  teacher  in  Providence  Township, 
Lucas  County,  and  subsequently  taught  one  or  more  terms  each  year 
for  three  years,  in  the  meantime  reading  law  in  the  offiee  of  Seribner, 
Hurd  &  Seribner.  Entering  the  senior  class  of  the  law  department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  1882,  he  was  there 
graduated  in  1883  and  immediately  admitted  to  practice  in  Michigan. 
Instead  of  remaining  in  that  state  he  came  directly  to  Erie  County,  and 
after  being  admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar  in  Columbus  commenced  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Sandusky,  where  he  has  met  with  unquestioned 
success. 

Mr.  Beis  married  Lueinda  M.  Zerbe,  who  was  born  in  Sandusky,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Zerbe.  Mr.  and  l\Irs.  Beis  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  namely:  George  A.,  Jeannette  and  Mary 
Elizabeth.  After  his  graduation  from  the  Sandusky  High  School.  George 
A.  Beis  entered  the  University  of  Michigan,  his  father's  alma  mater,  and 
in  1912  was  graduated  from  the  literary  department  of  tliat  institution 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Later  he  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  that  university  and  was  there  graduated  with  the  class  of  1915. 
Jeannette  Beis,  also  a  graduate  of  the  Sandusky  High  School,  is  now, 
in  1915,  a  student  at  the  Western  Reserve  Woman's  College  in  Cleveland. 

Mr.  Beis  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  in  favor  of  Grover  Cleveland, 
and  has  since  been  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  serving  ably  as  chairman  of  Ihe  Democratic  County  Com- 
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mittee,  and  in  1888  was  the  democratic  candidate  for  presidential  elector 
of  liis  home  district.  Prominent  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs, 
Mr.  Beis  was  clcefrd  i)riiliale  .judge  of  Erie  County  iu  18DU,  and  in  that 
position  sri\r,|  nidst  saiisl'.utoi'ily  to  all  concerned.  He  was  elected  city 
solicitor  of  I  he  (ily  of  S^nKlusky  iu  1885,  and  was  reelected  in  1887  and 
188!),  resigiiuig  the  oftice  of  solicitor  to  take  the  office  of  probate  Judge. 

Judge  Edmund  B.  King.  Among  the  men  whom  Sandusky  and  Erie 
C'-tunty  have  long  since  learned  to  value  for  their  personal  character  and 
ability  of  service  is  Judge  Edmund  B.  King,  who  has  for  fully  forty 
years  been  actively  ideutitied  with  the  bar  in  that  city  and  is  a  former 
judge  of  the  circuit  bench.  Judge  King  is  a  man  who  conceives  -citizen- 
ship as  a  duty  involving  unremitting  service  in  the  general  interests  of 
the  community.  He  exercised  a  wise  choice  iu  makiug  the  law  his  profes- 
sion, and  he  has  long  stood  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Saiidusliy  liar. 

Edmund  B.  King  was  born  in  a  log  house  in  ilint\iili'  'I'ownship  of 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1850.  His  lainily  wrre  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Northern  Ohio,  llis  father,  Cyrus  Kiug,  was  born 
in  the  Town  of  Pompey,  Onondaga  Ciiiiiit,\ .  Xiw  York,  while  the  grand- 
father, Joel  Kiug,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Islaml  and  of  colonial  ancestry. 
Joel  Kiug  brought  his  family  out  to  the  wilds  of  Onondaga  County  about 
1810,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  at  Pompey,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life  as  a  fannei".  Cyrus  King  acquired  a  good  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  New  York  State,  and  as  a  young  man  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  started  for  the  West, 
makiug  the  journey  by  the  lake  from  Buffalo  and  landing  at  Cleveland, 
which  was  then  a  very  small  city.  He  was  employed  at  his  trade  there 
during  the  summer  season  and  taught  a  country  school  iu  the  winter. 
As  carpenter  it  slioidd  lie  mentioned  he  assisted  in  erecting  the  first  build- 
ine-s  (if  the  Western  lieserve  Ciilleev  at  Hudson,  and  was  also  eiu|il<>yed  a 
time  at  Ins  Ira.li'  in  Akimi.  Aflei-  iliat  for  several  years  he  was  a  ivsident 
of  Wadswdi'tli  Tdwiisliip  ill  Aleilina,  County,  where  he  alternated  his 
trade  and  his  work  as  a  teaeh.  r  but  after  his  marriage  bouelit  lifl,\  a.-ivs 
of  land  in  iMentville  Tnw  iiship,  tliree  miles  from  the  City  nf  Ah'iliua. 
About  half  of  this  land  was  elean'd,  and  the  rest  in  heavy  limber.  A 
log  house  and  a  small  frame  barn  constituted  the  bulk  of  the  improve- 
ments. Thei-e  he  began  the  solid  work  of  his  life,  following  his  trade 
part  of  the  time  and  also  superiuteuding  the  operation  of  the  farm,  to 
which  he  subsequently  addecl  fifty  acres.  Late  in  life  he  left  the  farm 
and  lived  retired  in  Medina  imtil  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years 
and  six  months.  Cyrus  King  married  Harriet  Bennett,  who  was  Ijorn 
in  Wadsworth  Township  of  Medina  County,  where  her  father,  Timothy 
Bennett,  was  a  pioneer  settler.  Mrs.  Cyrus  King  died  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-seven. 

Judge  King  spent  his  early  boylinod  and  youth  on  the  old  farm  above 
mentioned,  and  in  the  meantime  altended  the  country  schools.  He  was 
ambitious  to  acquire  a  liielier  eiluiatinn,  and  partly  with  such  assistance 
as  bis  father  could  give  him  and  iiartly  fi'om  means  earned  by  bis  own 
labor  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  Medina  City  and  alsn  the  ( ibeilin 
Academy  and  took  a  course  in  Baldwin  University.  Duriiii;'  bis  student 
days  he  was  a  teacher,  and  taught  two  terms  in  Townsend  Township  of 
Huron  County.  He  took  up  the  stud.y  of  law  in  the  office  of  Wickham 
and  Wildman  at  Norwalk,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar  in  August, 
1873.  In  October  of  tlie  same  year  lie  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney 
for  Medina  County  and  Idled  liuit  (iflice  until  the  fall  of  1875^,  when  he 
resigned  in  order  to  locate  in  the  Cily  nf  Sandusky.  He  was  soon  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  coming  lawyers  and  now  for  many  years  has  con- 
trolled a  large  and  profitable  practice. 
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On  February  26,  1874,  Mr.  King-  married  Emma  Haekett,  who  was 
born  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Abner  and  Hannah  Haekett. 
Judge  King  and  wife  have  two  children,  Cora  and  Clifford  M.  Cora  is 
the  wife  of  Thaddeus  Graves  of  Hatfield,  Massachusetts,  and  has  three 
children,  named  Elizabeth,  Edmund  King  and  Janet.  Clifford  M.,  a 
graduate  of  the  Western  Reserve  University  witJi  the  degree  A.  B.,  and 
from  the  technical  department  of  Cornell  University  with  the  degree  in 
civil  engineering,  is  now  practicing  his  profession,  and  married  Edith 
Davis. 

Judge  King  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  General  Grant  and  has 
been  a  stanch  republican  for  many  years.  He  was  elected  presidential 
elector  in  the  campaign  of  1888,  and  sat  as  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  1912,  and  did  some  valuable  work  in  framing  the 
present  organic  law  for  the  state.  In  1894  he  was  honored  by  election 
to  the  office  of  judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  distinct,  and  tilled  that  position 
nearly  five  years,  finally  resigning  in  order  to  resume  his  private  practice. 
He  has  for  many  years  been  an  active  member  of  the  Ohio  Bar  Association, 
and  in  1904  was  a  delegate  to  the  Universal  Congress  of  Lawyers  and 
Jurists  at  St.  Louis.  Outside  of  his  profession  his  chief  business  interest 
is  as  president  of  the  Lincoln  Stove  Company  of  Fremont.  Judge  King 
is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  50,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Sandusky  City  Chapter  No. 
72,  R.  A.  M. ;  Sandusky  City  Council  No.  26,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Erie  Com- 
mandery  No.  23,  K.  T. ;  Alkoran  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Cleve- 
land; Toledo  Consistory,  A.  A.  Scottish  Rite,  and  is  a  Mason  of  the 
thirty-third  degree.  He  is  a  past  grand  commander  of  the  Knights 
Templars  of  Ohio.  At  one  time  he  was  active  in  the  Ohio  National  Guard, 
serving  as  second  lieutenant,  later  as  captain  and  finally  as  major  in  the 
Sixteenth  Regiment,  Ohio  National  Guard,  from  1880  to  1897,  inclusive. 

Mary  Clemons  Dewey.  Some  of  the  first  families  of  Sandusky  and 
Erie  County  are  represented  by  Mrs.  Mary  Clemons  Dewey,  whose  own 
career  has  been  one  of  exceptional  service  and  length.  She  is  perhaps 
the  oldest  native  citizen  of  Erie  County,  and  following  the  death  of 
her  husband,  which  left  her  a  mother  with  two  children,  she  took  up  the 
work  of  t(!aching  and  for  forty  years  was  connected  with  the  public 
schools  of  Sandusky, 

Mary  Clemons  Dewey  was  boi"n  October  18,  1832.  Her  father  was 
Klijah  E.  ( 'lemons,  who  was  born  in  the  Town  of  Hiram,  Maine,  February 
21,  1803,  a  son  of  John  Clemons,  also  a  native  New  Englander.  John 
Clemons  came  out  to  Ohio  in  1819,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Sandusky,  which  was  at  that  time  a  village  in  the  midst  of  the  woods 
and  its  cliicf  prosperity  was  as  a  lake  port.  John  Clemons  reared  six 
sons  and  oni'  daughter,  named  Carey,  John,  Alexander,  Elijah,  Andrew, 
William  and  Kunicc,  who  married  Daniel  Newton. 

Elijah  E.  Clemons,  who  was  sixteen  .years  old  when  the  family  came 
to  Sanduskv,  had  only  a  limited  education,  but  was  a  man  of  good 
business  ability  and  judgment.  He  learned  the  trade  of  cooper,  worked 
at  it  in  Sandusky  until  after  his  iiiari-i;iL:c.  and  Uirii  boinjlii  a  tract  of 
land  about  three  miles  out  on  the  Coliiiiihiis  I'ikr.  'I'hnv  h,.  ri-ninl  a 
shop  for  liis  work  as  cooper,  also  opened  a  1a\iTii.  and  eidtivatid  a  small 
tract  of  land.  At  that  time  there  were  uoillier  railroads  nor  canals  in 
this  part  of  Northern  Ohio,  and  Sandu.sky  was  a  market  and  shipping 
l>oint  for  the  grain  raised  by  fanners  for  a  hundred  miles  back  from  the 
lake  sliore.  During  certain  parts  of  the  year  the  Columbus  Pike  was  a 
thoroughfare  for  ahnost  a  continuous  procession  of  wagons  bearing  all 
kinds  of  traffic,  and  one  of  the  favorite  places  of  entertainment  for  the 
drivers  was  the  Clemons  Tavern.  Elijah  E.  Clemons  was  in  a  fair  way 
to  becoming  a  prosperous  man  until  his  death  at  an  early  age  on  Deeerabel 
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27,  1836.  He  married  Hannah  Gregg.  She  was  born  July  11,  liSUG, 
in  New  York  State.  Her  father,  Benjamin  Gregg,  was  ijrobably  also 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  came  out  to  Ohio  during  the  early  settlement 
days,  making  the  trip  on  a  sailing  vessel  from  Buffalo  and  landing  at 
Venice,  then  a  flourishing  village.  He  bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land 
on  the  Columbus  Pike,  three  miles  south  of  the  Sandusky  courthouse, 
and  was  engaged  in  farming  there  until  late  in  life,  when  he  removed 
to  Sandusky  and  died  in  1865  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine.  Benjamin 
Gregg  had  a  family  of  several  children.  Jlrs.  Dewey's  mother,  after 
llie  death  of  her  husband,  assumed  so  far  as  possible  the  responsibilities 
of  managing  the  farm  and  the  tavern,  and  kept  the  old  home  until  her 
death  in  August,  1848.  She  reared  five  children,  named  Sarah,  Carey, 
Mary,  Hiram  and  Marcella. 

Mvs.  Dewey  was  educated  in  the  rural  school  near  Sandusky  and  later 
atti'iiilcil  the  Sandusky  High  School.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  slie  married 
IJdViil  I )(  \\  (  \ ,  who  was  born  in  Poultney,  New  York,  in  18l*.').  His  father. 
J<  ri'iiiiah  Dewey,  was  a  native  of  New  England  and  came  to  Sandustv 
in  the  early  days,  where  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  the  jewelry 
business,  and  for  several  years  was  the  only  jeweler  in  town.  He  died 
of  cholera  during  the  fatal  y(;ar  1849.     Royal  Dewey  learned  the  jewelry 

business  uiiilei'  Ills  f.'ttlier  :iiid  lieeni xeeediiigly  expert  as  an  engraver. 

lie  \Miike(|  ill  liis  ti-iiile  idi-  his  hrotliei-  iiii'ani  for  some  time,  and  after- 
wai'ds  was  ill  l)usiiiess  lor  himself  until  .•ompelled  by  ill  health  to  retire. 
His  death  occurred  in  1859  at  the  age  of  thirty-four. 

Mrs.  Dewey,  thus  left  a  widow  with  two  children  to  support,  Ijegan 
teaching  school.  Her  first  term  was  at  Marblehead,  beginning  in  the 
spring  of  1860.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  she  removed  to  Sandusky 
and  opened  a  select  school.  With  the  improvement  of  the  public  schools 
this  institution  became  unprofitable,  and  she  was  then  made  one  of  the 
teachers  of  the  city  schools  and  continued  in  that  work  forty  years, 
during  which  time  she  taught  children,  children's  childi'cn  and  even 
grandchildren. 

Mrs.  Dewey's  two  children  were  Ella,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  and  Hiram,  now  a  commercial  salesman  living  in  Cleveland.  Hiram 
Dewey  married  Clara  Staplefcrd  and  has  a  daughter  named  Ethel.  IMrs. 
Dewey,  though  an  octogenarian,  is  well  preserved  physically  and  mentally, 
and  has  a  host  of  friends,  particularly  among  her  old  pupils.  She 
occupies  a  cozy  home  at  1017  Adams  Street. 

George  J.  Doerzbach.  Pi-ominent  among  the  native-born  citizens  of 
Sandusky  who  have  spent  their  lives  within  its  boundaries,  aiding  in 
every  possible  way  the  city's  growth  and  advancement,  whether  relating 
to  its  social,  commercial  or  financial  interests,  is  George  J.  Doerzbaeh. 
clerk  of  the  Erie  County  Board  of  Elections. 

The  youngest  son  of  ( 'liiistdpher  and  Louise  (Schweitzer)  Doerzbaeh, 
he  received  a  practical  educatinn  in  the  public  schools,  in  1888  being 
graduated  from  the  Sanduskx  High  School.  Beginning  his  active  career 
a  short  time  later,  Mr.  Doerzbaeh  was  for  ten  years  associated  with  his 
brothers,  G.  William  Doerzbaeh  and  Fred  C.  Doerzbaeh.  He  was  sub- 
sequently identified  with  the  music  business  for  eight  years,  being  in 
eomjiany  with  John  F.  Renner  during  that  time.  The  partnership  being 
dissolved,  Mr.  Doerzbaeh  began  writing  insurance,  and  has  continued 
in  that  line  of  industry  ever  since.  For  the  past  five  years  he  has 
rendered  efficient  service  as  clerk  of  the  board  of  elections,  a  position  for 
which  he  is  well  fitted. 

]\Ir.  Doerzbaeh  married,  in  1896,  Sallie  Belle  Rodgers,  a  daughter  of 
Hazard  Rodgers.  She  comes  of  honored  and  patriotic  ancestry,  being 
a  direct  descendant  of  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  is  a  member 
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of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution.     Mr.  and  Sirs.  Doerzbach  have  one 
son,  Roger  Henry  Doerzbach. 

Politically  Mr.  I  )(M'fzli:icii  cast  his  first  ])rcsi(lciilial  vote  for  Benjamin 
Harrison,  and  has  since  lircii  an  earnest  and  i-iiusisttiit  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  icinihlnaii  party.  Active  and  iiilluciitial  in  fraternal 
circles,  he  is  a  member  of  Science  Lodge  No.  50,  Ancient,  Free  and 
Accepted  Order  of  JMasons;  of  Sandusky  City  Chapter  No.  72,  Royal 
Arch  JMasons ;  of  Sandusky  City  Council  No.  26,  Royal  and  Select  i\Ias- 
tcrs;  of  Kric  Coiniiiandery  No.  23,  Knights  Templar;  and  is  likewise  a 
mcniliiT  of  Sandusky  Lodge  No.  285,  Benevolent  ancl  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  past  exalted  ruler,  and  at  the  present  writing  is 
the  secretary.  His  chief  reci-eation  is  ))owling,  a  health  and  strength 
giving  sport  in  which  he  excels. 

Conrad  D.  Eckler.  Inheriting  from  his  ancestors  the  habits  of 
industry,  thrift  and  economy  characteristic  of  the  German  people,  Conrad 
I).  Eckler,  of  Sandusky,  bas  steadily  climbed  the  ladder  of  prosperity 
since  coming  to  this  country,  and  has  attained  high  rank  among  the  men 
who  have  gained  success  in  the  industrial  world,  his  patronage  as  a 
paintei-  and  decorator  being  large  and  remunerative.  He  was  born 
Xoviiiilicr  I'M,  is  III.  in  the  Village  of  Neumoerken,  Kress,  ilelsunger, 
Casscl  llissc,  Nassau,  Germany,  which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  his 
father,  Justus  Henry  Eckler. 

His  great-grandfather  Eckler,  a  Hessian  soldier,  came  to  America 
with  the  English  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  but  did  not  remain 
very  long,  as  his  regiment,  wliicli  was  taken  by  the  American  forces  on 
the  field  of  battle,  was  rnaiitnii'd  liy  the  English  and  sent  l)ack  to  Ger- 
many. Before  comiuL:  tn  Aim  riia  he  had  made  over  all  of  his  property 
to  his  sister,  and  it  is  supposed  that  when  he  did  so  he  intended  to  remain 
permanently  in  this  country.  A  skillful  horticulturist,  he  subse(|uently 
had  for  many  years  the  entire  charge  of  the  fruit  trees  that  were  planted 
along  the  streets  of  Neumoerken,  and  belonged  to  that  village,  it  being 
tlie  0H(>  in  wliich  he  spent  the  larger  part  of  his  long  life  of  ninety 
,A-cars. 

The  jjaternal  grandfather  of  Conrad  D.  was  a  farmer  by  oci-upation. 
and  a  life-long  resident  of  Neumoerken.  He  reared  two  daughters  and 
three  .sons,  as  follows :  Elizabeth,  Martha,  Justus  H.,  Henry  and  George. 
All  of  these  children  imiiii^ratcd  to  the  United  States  and  settled 'in 
Ohio,  iMM-o.niiii;-  ivsi,|,.|,ts  of  Sandusky. 

Justus  Ilniry  Iv-khT  \ras  a  regular  attendant  of  the  pulilie  .schools 
of  his  nati\c  \  ilhigc  during  liis  hoyhond  days,  and  after  completing  his 
eai-ly  (■(hn-atinn  served  an  apjnvnt  ir,shi|i  at  the  millwright's  trade,  which 
hi-  siihsc(|iicntly  followed  in  thr  fathnlaiid  until  1864-.  Accompanied  by 
wife  and  children,  he  embarked  ou  Iwaril  a  sailing  vessel  in  the  month 
of  June,  and  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks  and  four  days  landed  in  New 
York,  July  16,  1S6-I.  After  a  brief  stay  in  that  city  he  went  to  Pitts- 
liurgli,  P(>imsylvania,  from  there  coming  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  his 
brothers  had  been  located  a  number  of  .vears.  Subsequently  finding 
<  niployment  in  the  factorv  of  Aukabaek,  Craig  &  Dory,  he  had  charge 
(if  selecting  the  hunber  to  be  used  for  different  purposes  by  the  worknuui. 
liesigning  that  position,  he  became  machinist  for  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
h'ailroad  ('ompany,  with  which  he  was  subsequently  connected  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Barbara  Kerste.  died  when  but  forty-two  years  old,  leasing  two 
children,  Katy  and  Conrad  D. 

Having  attended  school  until  fourteen  \-eai's  of  age,  Conrad  1).  Eckler 
llien  eame  with  his  parents  to  Sandusky.  Like  all  German  boys  of  that 
day  ill"  was  anxious  to  earn  money,  and  havin.g  sought  work  he  found 
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it  with  the  firm  of  Upp  &  Welk,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  a 
year.  He  afterwards  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  with  Harry 
Porter  at  the  trade  of  paiuter  and  decorator.  He  subsequently  followed 
his  trade  as  a  journeyman  until  1S72,  working  a  year  for  Samuel  lebbutt, 
and  afterward  with  the  firm  of  Bauman  &  'lebbutt.  Mr.  Eckler  having 
then  become  a  thorough  master  of  his  trade,  embarked  in  business  for 
himself,  and  has  continued  active  ever  siuce,  being  now  one  of  the  leading 
painters  and  decorators  of  the  city  and  its  subui'bs,  and  having  as  a 
partner  his  son,  Harry  J.  Eckler. 

Mr.  Eckler  married,  in  1878,  Caroline  Elizabeth  Balduff;  she  was 
born  in  Pei'kius  Township,  Erie  County,  of  German  ancestry.  Her 
father,  Jacob  Balduff,  was  born,  reared  and  married  in  Baden,'  Germany. 
Immigrating  with  his  family  to  America  he  was  several  weeks  crossing 
the  ocean  in  a  sailing  vessel.  Coming  directly  to  Ohio  he  was  among  the 
first  of  the  German  families  to  locate  in  Sandusky.  For  a  few  years 
after  settling  in  this  city  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Sandusky,  Mans- 
field &  Newark  Railroad  Company,  and  while  with  it  purchased  a  tract 
of  heavily  timbered  land  in  Perkins  Township,  and  having  erected  in  the 
wilderness  a  log  house  moved  his  family  there.  Subsequently  giving  up 
his  position  with  the  railroad  company,  he  devoted  the  remainder  of  his 
life  to  the  clearing  of  the  land  and  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  improving  a 
good  homestead. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.'  Eckler  have  had  four  children,  namely :  Albert  F., 
Harry  J.,  Clarence  C.  and  Clara,  but  the  last  named  died  aged  four  years 
and  two  months.  Albert  F.,  a  clerk  and  auditor  in  Hotel  Holland,  at 
Cleveland,  married  Christine  Waterfield,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Dorothy  Eckler.  Harry  J.,  as  mentioned  above,  is  associated  in  business 
with  his  father.  Clarence  C.  has  charge  of  the  office  of  the  Arctic  Ice 
Cream  Company,  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  Mr.  Eckler  is  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  and  he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church. 

Jacob  A.  Biehl.  A  man  of  excellent  business  capacity,  intelligence 
and  sterling  integrity,  Jacob  A.  Biehl,  of  Sandusky,  is  well  and  widely 
known  as  vice  president  of  the  American  Banking  and  Trust  Company, 
and  as  a  stockholder  in  many  of  the  leading  enterprises  of  the  city.  A 
representative  of  one  of  the  early  German  families  of  Erie  County,  he 
was  born,  April  28,  1855,  in  Sandusky,  a  son  of  Frederick  Biehl. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Conrad  Biehl,  was  born  in  Kour  Hessen, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Hesse  Cassel,  Germany,  and  was  there  bred  and 
educated.  In  1848,  several  years  after  his  marriage,  he  came  with  his 
family  to  this  country,  being  three  months  crossing  the  Atlantic  in  a 
sailing  vessel.  Landing  in  New  York,  he  came  directly  to  Ohio,  locating 
in  Sandusky,  which  was  then  ,t  small  Init  Unurishing  place.  The  follow- 
ing year,  in  1849,  the  Asiatic  .'lidlt  ra  reappeared  in  the  United  States, 
carrying  terror  to  every  lumie  ami  Inarl,  ami  proving  fatal  to  thousands 
of  people  in  every  part  of  tlie  coiuitry.  In  view  of  the  terrible  scourge, 
the  president  appointed  the  3rd  day  of  August  as  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer,  that  God  would  "avert  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness, 
and  the  destruction  that  wastoth  at  noonday." 

Remaining  in  Saniliisky.  ((uii'ad  I'.iehl  purchased  a  home  on  the  east 
.side  of  Hancock  Street,  near  Xeil  Street,  and  was  subsequently  variously 
employed  in  the  city  until  his  deatii,  about  1859.  His  widow  survived 
him  a  few  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows: 
Henry,  Jacob,  Louis,  Frederick,  Charles.  Conrad,  Elizabeth  and  Margaret. 

Born  in  Hesse  Cassel,  Germany,  Frederick  Biehl  was  but  a  child 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  United  States.  Growing  to 
manhood  beneath  the  parental  rooftree,  he  began  when  young  to  assist 
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in  the  support  of  the  family  as  a  wage-earner.  On  August  21,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  P,  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. Going  to  tlie  front,  he  was  with  his  command  in  various 
engagements,  including  among  others  the  battle  of  Gettjsburg,  where 
lie  wi.s  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  subsequently  confined  in  a  youthern 
ju-ison  until  exchanged,  in  September,  1864.  Rejoining  his  regiment,  he 
rcMiained  with  it  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  honorably 
disi-liarged,  and  mustered  out  of  service  with  his  company,  July  10, 
1865.  For  a  number  of  years  after  his  return  to  Sandusky  he  was  fore- 
man of  a  lumber  yard,  continuing  his  residence  in  that  city  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  the  family  home,  on  Reese  Street,  in  1900. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Frederick  Biehl  was  Barbara  ^Meyers. 
She  was  Imrn  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  with 
lier  pariiiis  when  a  young  girl.  She  is  now  living  in  Sandusky,  an  active 
woman  of  eighty-five  years.  She  and  her  husband  reared  seven  children, 
namely :  Conrad,  Jacob  A.,  Louis,  Martha,  Barbara,  Frederick  and 
Charles. 

I'ollowing  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  Jacob  A.  Biehl  gave  his  first 
earnings  to  his  father,  thus  helping  to  support  the  family,  his  first  work 
away  from  home  having  been  in  the  country,  on  a  farm.  Entering  the 
employ  of  the  L.  B.  Johnson  Company  in  1872,  he  remained  with  that 
firm  until  1888,  when,  without  any  previous  experience,  he  embarked  in 
tlie  grocery  business  at  the  corner  of  Warren  and  Reese  streets,  ileeting 
with  sjiiual  success  from  the  start,  I\Ir.  Biehl  has  since  built  up  a  tliriving 
trade,  aid  is  now  carrying  on  an  extensive  and  remunerative  business. 

^!r.  Hiihl  married,  in  1878,  Margaret  Fanlhaber,  who  was  born  in 
l]|,\ria,  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  where  her  father,  Valentine  Faulhaber, 
set  1 1^  (I  on  emigrating  from  Germany  to  Ohio  in  pioneer  days.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  iJiehl  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Cora,  Rollin  V., 
Alvin  and  Wilbur.  Cora,  wife  of  John  Ebert,  has  three  children, 
Margai-etta,  Charles  and  Willard.  RoUin  V.  married  Adella  Lermann, 
and  the7,'  have  one  child,  Eloisc.  Alvin  married  Alma  Missig,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Alvin  Jacob.  Fraternally  Mr.  Biehl  is  a  member  of 
Sandusky  Aerie  No.  444,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  of  Progress  Lodge 
No.  1488,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor;  and  of  F.  W.  Stevens  Tent 
No.  129;i,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

Edmond  II.  S-WORD.  Well  equi])])ed  for  a  professional  career,  Ed- 
mond  li.  Savord  holds  an  assured  position  among  the  rising  young 
attorneys  of  Erie  County,  being  well  established  at  Sandusky,  where  he 
is  fast  building  up  a  satisfactory  legal  practice.  A  son  of  Alexander  J. 
Savord,  Jr.,  he  was  born,  October  5,  1889,  in  Sandusky,  a  descendant  of 
one  of  the  early  French  families  that  settled  in  the  City  of  Quebec, 
Canada.  His  grandfather,  Alexander  J.  Savord,  Sr.,  was  a  son  of  Joseph 
Savord,  whose  father,  the  great,  great-grandfather  of  Edmund  H.  Savord, 
it  is  said,  once  ownied  the  land  in  Detroit  now  occupied  by  the  Union 
Station. 

Alexander  J.  Savord,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  in  1838.  and 
there  as  a  youth  learned  from  his  father  the  trade  of  a  ship  joiner, 
which  he  followed  in  his  native  city  until  1865.  Coming  then  to  Ohio, 
lie  located  in  Sandusky,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  family  a  year  later. 
He  found  einployiiient  at  his  trade,  and  also  woi-ked  as  a  cai-penter  and 
eahiiiet  maker,  among  other  things  making  the  desk  now  used  by  tlie 
judue  in  the  court  room  of  the  Erie  County  courthouse.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern 
Railroad  Com])any,  making  water  tanks.  He  continued  his  I'esidenee  in 
Saudusl<y  until  his  deatli,  which  occurred  in  1890.  He  married  Rebecca 
Ralle.  will)  was  born  in  184:^.  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  where 
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her  father.  Prank  Ratte,  who  was  of  French  descent,  spent  his  entire 
life.  She  is  now  living  in  Ohio,  her  home  being  in  Lorain.  To  her  and 
her  husband  three  children  were  born,  as  follows:  Alexander  J.,  Jr.; 
Rebecca ;  and  Edmond,  who  was  drowned  when  a  lad  of  twelve  years. 

Alexander  J.  Savord,  Jr.,  was  bom  in  the  City  of  Quebec,  December 
4,  1864,  biit  since  the  early  part  of  1866  has  been  a  resident  of  Sandusky, 
Ohio.  Acquiring  an  excellent  education  in  the  parochial  schools,  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  two  years.  He  then 
learned  the  trade  of  a  ship  joiner  with  his  father,  who  was  operating  a 
shop  at  the  B.  &  A.  docks.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  assumed 
charge  of  the  .shop  and  managed  it  successfully  for  four  years.  He  was 
subsequently  superintendent  for  a  Government  contractor  from  1895 
until  1899,  when,  in  the  month  of  August,  he  was  appointed  Government 
inspector  in  charge  of  local  works,  a  position  of  importance  which  he 
has  since  ably  and  satisfactorily  filled,  now  having  full  charge  of  the 
harbors  at  Port  Clinton,  Sandusky,  Huron  and  Vermilion,  with  head- 
quarters at  Sandusky.  While  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  eon- 
tractor  he  superintended  the  construction  of  the  jetties  placed  at  the 
entrance  of  the  bay  at  Cedar  Point. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Alexander  J.  Savord,  Jr.,  was  Jennie 
E.  Kelley.  She  was  born  January  1,  1865,  in  Sandu.sky,  of  Irish  par- 
entage. Her  father,  Michael  Kelley,  was  born  and  reared  in  County 
Roscommon,  Ireland,  and  there  married  Catherine  Maloney,  a  native 
of  the  .same  county.  Coming  with  his  wife  to  America  in  1851,  he  located 
in  Sandusky,  and  there  continued  his  residence  until  his  death,  in  1874. 
His  widow  survived  him  many  years,  passing  away  in  1914,  sixty-three 
years  after  her  arrivMl  in  S:iiiiliisky  ;is  a  bride.  She  was  the  mother  of 
ten  children.  Four  iliildi-cn  Messed  llio  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Savord,  namely:  P^ilimunl  II..  with  whom  this  brief  sketch  is  chiefly 
concerned.    Marzita  ;  Ruth,  and  Faber. 

Laying  a  substantial  foundation  for  his  future  education  in  the  paro- 
chial and  public  schools,  Edmond  H.  Savord  was  graduated  from  the 
Sandusky  High  School  with  the  class  of  1908.  Desii-mis  then  of  prepar- 
ing himself  for  a  professional  careei",  Mr.  Savord  eiitei-id  llie  University 
of  Notre  Dame,  at  Notre  Dame,  Indiana,  and  in  111  12  was  giaduated  from 
the  law  department  of  that  institution.  Upon  being  admitted  to  the 
Ohio  bar,  he  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Sandusky,  and  has  since  met 
with  most  encouraging  success. 

A  democrat  in  politics,  Mr.  Savord  east  his  first  presidi'iitial  vote  for 
Woodrow  Wilson.  From  Oetnliei-  1.  lull,  to  June  1.  lOl-'i.  he  was  director 
of  safety,  and  on  Jvme  1  beeaine  eity  solicitor.  Fraternally  he  lielongs 
to  Sandusky  Council,  No.  546,  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Holy  Name  Society.  Since  1912  he  has  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Sandusky  High  School  Alumni  Association. 

Fred  W.  Bauer.  Possessing  excellent  business  ability  and  judgment, 
Fred  Bauer,  of  Sandusky,  is  eminently  qualified  for  the  position  he 
holds  in  the  municipal  department  of  finance,  and  well  deserves  the  com- 
mendation and  approbation  of  the  general  public  for  the-  prompt  antl 
efficient  manner  in  which  he  is  discharging  his  duties  as  city  auditor.  A 
son  of  the  late  Adam  Bauer,  he  was  born  in  Sandusky,  December  6,  186S, 
of  German  descent. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Philip  Bauer,  was  born  in  the  Village 
of  Messliaeli.  llesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  a  son  of  Johann  Conrad  Bauer, 
who  iiiairied  .Vniia  Barbara  Stohr.  Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen yeais.  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade  in 
Niedermodan.  Then,  taking  the  place  of  an  elder  brother  in  the  army, 
he  fought  the  Prussians  under  Napoleon  I,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
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the  Polish  invasion  as  a  brave  soldier  enduring  great  hardships.  Being 
discharged  from  the  service,  he  followed  his  trade  in  both  France  and 
Switzerland,  and  whiii  tin-  Germans  again  took  up  arms  against  the 
French  he  t'oiii;lit  in  llir  (icrman  army  until  honorably  discharged.  He 
suiisequcntly  lived  at    IJillings,  near  Steinau,  Germany,  until  1836. 

On  August  10  of  that  year  he  set  sail  for  America,  accompanied  by 
liis  family,  and  after  an  unusually  rough  voyage  landed  in  Baltimore. 
Coming  from  there  westward  to  Pittsburgh  by  rail,  and  thence  by  team 
to  Ohio,  he  took  up  a  tract  of  timbered  land  in  Crawford  County, 
and,  having  erected  a  log  cabin  to  shelter  his  family,  began  the  pioneer 
task  of  clearing  the  farm  on  which  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  Pie  mar- 
I'ied,  May  24.  1818,  a  comely  yoving  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Anna  Catherine  Feick.  Although  he  attained  the  age  of  four  score  and 
four  ye;irs,  she  outlived  liim,  dying  at  a  venerable  age.  They  reared  five 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  they  had  forty- 
si.x  graiideiiildren  and  eleven  great-grandchildren. 

Adam  Bauer  was  born  October  21,  1821,  in  the  Grand-Duchy  of 
Hesse,  loinii  ily  Hesse-Darmstadt,  and  as  a  youth  came  with  his  parents 
t(i  <  Ml  ill.  lining  a  long  and  stormy  trip  across  the  Atlantic.  He  assisted 
liis  fill  her  in  hewing  a  farm  from  tlie  forest.  When  ready  to  start  in  life 
for  liimself  he  spent  a  year  in  Toledo,  being  employed  on  the  canal.  Re- 
turning home,  he  again  assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm 
for  a  time.  In  1844  he  made  his  way  on  foot  to  Sandusky,  arriving  in 
the  city  with  but  $5  in  his  pocket,  his  sole  capital.  He  soon  found  work 
as  a  carpenter,  and  ere  many  years  had  passed  was  well  established  as 
a  contractor  and  builder,  witli  a  shop  at  the  corner  of  Water  and 
Jackson  streets,  that  having  been  at  a  time  when  all  door  and  window 
sashes  were  made  by  hand.  Purchasing  property  at  the  corner  of 
;\rarket  and  Decatur  streets  in  1849,  he  erected  a  building,  and  was 
tliei-e  entraueil  in  the  ^roeei-y  linsiness  until  1876,  when  he  removed  to  a 
hnildinti'  whii'h  he  liini  pivviniisly  put  up  at  the  corner  of  Monroe  and 
Dei-atur  str.'ets.  .\fter  eondueling  a  thriving  business  at  that  location 
a  few  \ears,  he  sold  out,  and  thereafter  lived  retired  in  Sandusky  until 
his  death.  December  14,  1901. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Adam  Bauer  was  Caroline  Ilem- 
lieile.  Sh.'  WHS  linrn  in  Germany,  and  in  IX'U  eanie  with  her  parents  to 
Ameriea.  lakinL;-  |iassage  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and  himling  in  New  York. 
From  there  the  family  proceeded  by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  to  Albany, 
thenee  by  tile  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and  by  lake  to  Sandusky,  where  tlie 
fanuly  took  teams  to  Crawford  County,  Ohio.  A  few  years  later  Mr. 
Iliiuberle  moved  with  his  wife  and  children  to  Erie  County,  settling  on 
a  farm  in  Perkins  Township,  hut  remaining  onl.y  a  short  time  there. 
He  and  his  wife  then  iiKAe.l  to  Sandusky,  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  Mrs.  Caroline  I'.auer  is  still  living,  a  bright  and  active 
woman  of  eighty-seven  years.  To  her  and  her  husband  seven  children 
were  born,  as  follows :  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years ;  Caro- 
line; Harriet;  Albert;  Fred  W.,  the  subject  of  this  ])rief  i)ersonai  narra- 
tive: Theodore,  who  lived  but  fourteen  yeai-s:  and  Adam,  who  also  died 
wlien  but  fourteen  years  old. 

Having  finished  the  course  of  study  in  the  public  seluMils  of  San- 
dusky, Fred  W.  Bauer  worked  for  awhile  at  Ihe  plumber's  trade,  after 
whicii  he  entered  the  employ  of  Thonms  T.  Dill  as  timekeeper  and  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  work  of  grading  and  building  roads,  and  set- 
ting out  trees  on  the  grounds  of  the  Ohio  Soldiers'  Home,  retaining  the 
position  a  year.  The  ensuing  fifteen  years  I\Ir.  Bauer  was  connected 
with  the  waterworks  department  of  the  City  of  Sandusky,  five  years  of 
that  time  serving  as  superintendent.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with 
the  Sandusky  Gas  and  Electric  Cominmy  as  managiM-,  and  at  the  end  of 
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three  years  resigned  to  become  secretary  of  the  A.  Schmidt,  Jr.,  & 
Brothers  Wine  Company,  with  which  he  was  associated  in  that  capacity 
for  four  years.  In  19il  Mr.  Bauer  gave  up  the  secretaryship  to  become 
assistant  city  auditor,  assuming  the  office  iu  August  of  that  year.  Tliree 
months  later,  in  November,  1911,  he  was  elected  to  the  position,  and 
served  so  aecei:)tably  to  all  concerned  that  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  service,  in  November,  1913,  he  had  the  honor  of  being  re-elected  to 
the  same  office  by  a  large  majority  of  the  votes  east. 

Mr.  Bauer  married,  in  1891,  Sabina  Denhart,  who  was  born  in  San- 
dusky, a  daughter  of  Justus  and  Anna  Denhart,  natives  of  German^-. 
Four  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bauer,  namely : 
Harriet,  Esther,  Mary  and  Fred  D.  ilrs.  Bauer's  parents  belonged  to 
the  German  Evangelical  Church,  and  reared  their  family  iu  the  same 
faith.  The  Misses  Harriet  aud  Esther  Bauer  are  members  of  Grace 
Episcopal  Church. 

Fraternally  Mx*.  Bauer  is  a  member  of  Sandusky  Lodge,  No.  128, 
Knights  of  Pythias ;  of  Sandusky  Herd,  No.  471,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose : 
and  of  Sandusky  Aerie,  No.  444,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  Gifted  with 
a  iiatural  taste  and  talent  for  music,  Mr.  Bauer  began  playing  the  violin 
in  his  youthful  days,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  time  during  the  past 
sixteen  years  has  been  leader  of  the  orchestra  at  the  Sandusky  Theatre. 

John  Adam  Feick.  Prominent  in  the  business  activities  of  San- 
dusky, .John  Adam  Feick,  head  of  the  firm  of  John  A.  Feick  &  Son,  is 
numbered  among  the  leading  contractors  and  builders  of  Erie  County, 
and  is  widely  known  as  president  of  the  Butler  Stone  Company,  and  as 
one  of  the  directorate  of  the  Third  National  Bank  of  Sandusk.y.  A  son 
of  Adam  Feick,  he  was  born  in  this  city,  January  28,  1862,  of  substantial 
(lerman  ancestry.  His  grandfather,  Philip  Feick,  a  life-long  I'esident  of 
Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  wagons  at  Steinau,  and  Avas  also  interested  to  some  extent 
in  agriculture,  owning  farm  land  in  that  vicinity. 

Adam  Feick  was  born.  May  3,  1822,  iu  Steinau,  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany,  and  was  there  brought  up  and  educated,  spending  the  first 
thirty  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  town.  Leaving  the  fatherland  on 
September  21,  1852,  he  came  to  America  in  search  of  fortune,  if  not 
fame,  and  immediately  settled  in  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Fiuding  employment 
as  a  .iourneyman  carpenter  and  joiner,  he  soon  won  an  excellent  reputa- 
tion for  skiilful  and  honest  workmanship.  Subsequently  forming  a  part- 
nership with  his  brother  George  under  the  name  of  Adam  Feick  & 
Brotlier,  he  met  with  very  encouraging  success  from  the  start,  tlie  firm  of 
which  he  was  the  head  being  awarded  many  important  contracts  and 
having  charge  of  the  erection  of  many  of  the  city's  large  and  handsome 
structures. 

On  January  8,  1859,  Adam  Feick  married,  in  Sandusky.  Johanna 
Fulton,  who  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1841,  a 
daughter  of  Johji  Frederick  Fulton.  Mr.  Fulton,  who  was  Ijorn  June  7, 
1807,  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  immigratc(l  to  tlu'  I'liilcd  St:ites  in  early 
life,  locating  first  in  Pennsylvania.  Comiiiu'  with  liis  finnily  to  Ohio  in 
1843,  he  settled  in  Hancock  County,  and  siiliscM|ui'iiily  cunliiiued  a  resi- 
dent of  the  state  until  his  death,  April  24,  1881.  He  married,  in  1832, 
Magdalena  Koli,  and  of  the  twelve  children  l)orn  of  their  union  seven 
were  living  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Ten  children  blessed  the  marriage 
of  Adam  and  Johanna  (Fulton)  Feick,  as  follows:  John  Adam,  the 
special  subject  of  this  brief  sketch;  Ida  Elizabeth;  Christina  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  George,  who  lived  but  one  year ;  Alford ;  Henrietta  Katherine ; 
Emma  Plelena ;  Cora  Wilhelmina;  Minnie  Louise:  and  Lewis  Alfred. 
Mr.  Adam  Feick  died  in  ]\Iarch,  1893,  and  his  wife  on  November  17, 
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1008.  Both  were  active  workers  in  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  he 
having  served  as  elder,  treasurer  and  vestryman,  while  she  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  member  of  the  Humane  Society  connected  with  that 
church. 

Having  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Sandusky,  John  A.  Feick  was  subsequently  graduated  from  Saint  Mary's 
Institute.  Commencing  to  work  with  his  father  when  young,  he  soon 
mastered  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  later  was  admitted 
to  partnership  with  his  father  and  uncle  George,  the  firm  name  becom- 
ing Adam  Feick  &  Comi)any.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  IMr.  Feick 
continued  in  business  witli  his  uncle  under  the  firm  name  of  Geoi-ge 
Feick  &  Company  until  1902.  He  subsequently  conducted  business  alone 
until  1913,  when  he  admitted  to  partnership  his  son,  John  C.  Feick,  with 
whom  he  has  since  been  associated  as  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  John 
A.  Feick  &  Son. 

Mr.  Feick  married,  in  November,  1884,  Elizabeth  Zipfel,  wlio  was 
born  in  Sandusky,  a  daughter  of  Constantine  Zipfel,  and  granddaughter 
of  Joseph  and  Jlary  Zipfel,  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  who  emigrated 
from  there  to  Ohio  in  18.51,  and  aft(>r  living  three  years  in  Clyde  located 
in  Sandusky,  where  they  spent  their  remaining  days.  Born  3Iay  21, 
1839,  in  Norsingen,  Baden,  Germany,  Constantine  Zipfel  was  but  a  boy 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio.  While  living  in  Clyde  he  began 
work  at  the  butcher's  trade,  and  after  coming  to  Sandusky  in  1854  fol- 
lowed it  for  a  time.  Subsequently  starting  in  life  on  his  own  account, 
he  was  for  upwards  of  thirty  years  engaged  in  the  pi-ovision  business  on 
"Water  Street,  at  the  same  time,  having  purchased  land  near  the  city, 
he  was  carrying  on  farming  and  stock  raising  quite  successfully.  He  con- 
tinued in  active  pursuits  until  his  death,  in  Sandusky,  June  4,  1894. 
On  December  31,  1858,  Mr.  Zipfel  married  INIarie  Daniel,  who  was  born 
in  Sandusky,  ard  died  June  28,  1886,  leaving  seven  children,  as  follows: 
Charles;  Joseph;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Feick;  Mary;  Ida;  Laura;  and 
Alfred.  A  stanch  republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Zipfel  served  as  a  member 
of  the  eily  council  for  a  number  of  years,  and  during  one  campaign  was 
the  republican  candidate  for  mayor  of  Sandusky.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  Saint  Mary's  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Feick 's  only  child,  John  C.  Feick,  now  in  business  wilh 
his  fatlier,  married  Mylitta  Emma  Taubert,  who  was  born  in  Sandusky, 
a  daughter  of  Lewis  J.  and  Catherine  (Stroble)  Taubert,  and  tliey  liave 
one  daughter,  Mary  Katherine  Louise  Feick,  born  in  March,  1914. 

Religiouslv  Mr.  Feick  and  his  family  belong  to  the  German  Lutheran 
Cliurch.     Fr;Itcrnallv  :\Ir.  Feick  and  his  son  arc  botli  mcmbPi-s  of  Perse- 

v.t;i) I.imI-,.  Xo.  :;L'!I.  Vr,r  :ni,|  .\crrptr,!  M.-i'^dii'^:  of  S:ni,liiskv  Council 

Xm.  I'd.  Iv'oMi]  ;inil  Sri, el  .Ai;is..iis:  of  Sandiisla  ( 'li.i |il .f  NO.  72.  Rova! 
Arch  .Masons;  of  lOric  Commaiulcry  No.  23.  Kiiiglils  Tcinplar;  and  lioth 
are  thirty-second  degree  Masons,  Mr.  Feick  being  a  member  of  the  Lake 
Erie  Consistory,  and  his  son  of  the  Toledo  Consistory.  5Ir.  Feiek  has 
always  taken  an  active  and  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  (•(uincil  and  of  the  board  of  public  service. 

C.vrT.  John  C.  Zollingkk.  For  many  yeai-s  actively  identified  with 
tlie  mercantile  and  manufactui'ing  interests  of  Sandusky,  Capt.  John  C. 
Zollinger,  a  man  of  excellent  business  enteri)rise  and  .pidgment,  has 
accumulated  a  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods,  and  is  now  living  retired 
from  active  pursuits,  enjoying  a  well-earned  leisure.  He  is  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  also  one  of  tlie  oldest  native-born  citizens  of  San- 
dusky, his  birth  having  occurred  in  this  city  October  10,  1842.  His 
parents,  Charles  W.  and  Christina  (Smith)  Zollinger,  of  whom  a  brief 
accmnit  may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  volume,  in  connection 
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with  the  sketch  of  Frederick  P.  Zollinger,  were  born  and  educated  in 
Germany. 

Ivliicatrd  in  the  Sandusky  schools,  John  C.  Zollinger  completed  his 
(■ail\  studies  in  the  old  high  school  building  that  stood  on  the  spot  now 
occui)ird  li\-  the  courthouse,  it  having  been  a  two-story  structure  contain- 
ing four  rooms,  one  being  used  by  the  high  school,  one  for  the  highest 
grammar  grade,  and  the  other  two  for  recitation  rooms.  With  a  keen 
appreciation  of  the  dignity  of  honest  toil,  he  began  work  as  soon  as  old 
enough,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  becoming  a  clerk  in  the  dry  goods 
establishment  of  Everett  Cooke  &  Company,  and  later  entering  the 
employ  of  C.  E.  &  G.  A.  Cooke.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  G. 
Sixty-hfth  Regiment,  Ohio  Vdlniitccr  infantry,  and  subsequently  saw 
service  under  Generals  Buell,  Sliciidiui.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas.  He 
took  part  in  many  of  the  more  uiiporlant  engagements  of  the  conflict, 
including  among  others  those  at  Shiloh,  Perry ville,  Stone -River  and 
Missionary  Ridge,  participating  in  all  the  jjitched  battles  and  minor 
engagements  en  route  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  and  after  the  siege 
and  capture  of  the  latter  city  again  met  the  enemy  in  the  battles  at 
Franklin  and  Nashville. 

In  1863,  his  term  of  enlistment  having  expired,  Mr.  Zollinger  veteran- 
ized, and  sulisi'quently,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct,  he  was  pro- 
iiKitrd,  rccriving  his  commission  as  captain  ere  reaching  the  age  of 
twciity-lliict'  years.  In  the  siiring  of  1865  Captain  Zollinger  was  sent 
with  his  iv..:iiiiciit  1(.  Texas.  an<l  there  on  December  25,  1865,  he  was 
honorably  disrhai-Lnd  fidiii  llic  service. 

In  iSGd  I  he  eai)tain  was  employed  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  an  express 
company,  and  the  ensuing  few  years  was  engaged  in  the  dry  goods 
business  on  his  own  account.  He  sold  out  his  stock  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  into  a  partnership  with  Frederick  Ohlemacher,  and  was  for  ten 
years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lime,  having  large  quarries  at 
Marblehead,  Ohio.  Disposing  of  his  interest  in  the  quarries,  Captain 
Zollinger,  in  company  with  Louis  Adolph,  was  .successfully  engaged  in 
the  fish  business  until  1900,  but  since  that  time  has  lived  retired  from 
business  activities. 

In  1866  Captain  Zollinger  was  united  in  marriage  with  Paulina 
Lereh,  who  was  born  near  Basel,  Germany,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Barbara  Lerch.  Her  father  was  a  revolutionist  during  the  uprising  of 
1848,  and  when  the  cause  failed  he,  like  Carl  Schurz  and  others  of  his 
caliber,  emigrated  to  America.  Coming  directly  to  Ohio,  Mr.  Lerch  em- 
liarked  in  the  .iewelry  business  at  Sandusky,  and  when  well  established 
sent  for  his  wife  and  Paulina,  their  only  child.  Prosperous  in  his  under- 
takings, both  he  and  his  good  wife  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  True  to  the  faith  in  which  they  were  reared,  they  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs.  Zollinger,  who 
was  brought  up  in  the  same  religious  belief,  passed  to  the  life  beyond 
November  11,  1904. 

Captain  Zollinger  is  a  member  of  McMeens  Post,  No.  19,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  in  which  he  is  greatly  interested.  Fraternally 
he  belongs  to  Science  Lodge,  No.  50,  Ancient  Fi-ee  and  Accepted  ilasons. 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  for  upwards  of  half  a  century,  and 
of  which  he  is  past  master;  and  to  Erie  Commander.y,  No.  23,  Knights 
Templar. 

Stephen  Henry  Rogers.  Every  passing  year  adds  to  the  venera- 
tion and  respect  in  wdiieh  the  few  surviving  veterans  of  the  great  war 
between  the  North  and  South  are  held.  An  Erie  County  soldier  who 
made  a  record  for  himself  by  faithfulness  to  duty  and  efficiency  as  a 
soldier  during  the  '60s  is  Stephen  Henry  Rogers,  a  native  of  Erie  County, 
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for  mauy  years  a  prosperous  farmer  aud  stock  man,   and  now  living 
quietly  retired  at  his  home  in  Sandusky. 

Stephen  ITcinx  i;<i'.:c  is  was  born  in  Margaretta  Township  of  Erie 
County,  Octolii  r  l'>.  l-^is.  The  family  was  early  settled  in  New  York 
State,  and  tlir  liiiiin-,  Stephen  Rogers,  was  born  near  Seheueetady  in 
December,  1814.  When  a  .young  man  he  came  to  Erie  County,  bought  a 
tract  of  unimproved  land  in  JMargaretta  Township,  and  there  built  the 
log  house  in  which  Stephen  H.  Rogers  was  born.  Though  the  county 
had  been  settlid  a  iminlicr  of  years  a  large  portion  of  it  was  still  an 
unbroken  wildciin  ss,  ami  tlie  Rogers  famih'  was  among  those  who  added 
to  the  area  of  cuhivatril  lands  and  improved  the  resources  of  civilization 
in  this  section.  For  many  .years  after  coming  hrii-  Sfiplirn  Rogers  gave 
all  his  energy  and  time  to  clearing  up  and  cultivating;  liis  land,  and  after 
a  few  years  replaced  the  old  log  house  by  a  substantial  stone  structure, 
which  is  still  standing,  and  an  interesting  landmark  in  ^Margaretta  Town- 
ship. This  old  house  has  a  porch  the  entire  length  of  the  front,  a  large 
lawn  with  numerous  shade  trees,  aud  is  one  of  the  very  attractive  coun- 
try places  in  this  count.y.  Stephen  Rogers  lived  there  until  his  death 
in  1864.  He  married  Eliza  Hartwell.  She  was  born  in  Margaretta  Town- 
ship of  Erie  County  Jul.y  11,  1815,  and  her  famil.y  was  among  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  this  region  of  Northern  Ohio.  She  first  married 
Benjamin  Rogers,  a  brother  of  Stephen,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Jlargaretta  Township,  where  he  died  not  long  after  his  marriage,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Benjamin.  Stephen  Rogers  and  wife  were  the  parents  of 
five  children,  named  Mary  L.,  Stephen  Henr.y,  Phebe  Maria,  Martha  E. 
and  Allida.  The  mother  of  these  children  lived  to  the  great  old  age  of 
eighty -five,  passiiii;-  a\va\-  in  1900. 

Stephen  Ibniy  l.'iMjns  grew  up  on  the  country  place  above  de- 
scribed, atteiiilcd  till'  iiriL;hl>oring  countr.y  schools,  aud  when  still  a  bo,\- 
was  activel.y  engaged  in  running  the  farm.  He  continued  his  labors 
in  that  manner  until  October  21,  1861,  when  he  answered  the  call  for 
troops  to  defend  the  Union  and  enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the  Seventy- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Infantry.  He  went  South  with  his  command 
and  was  with  the  regiment  in  all  its  service  up  to  July,  1863.  In  that 
month  he  was  detached  for  special  duty  as  a  carrier  of  dispatches,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  successively  under  Gen.  Ralph  P.  Buckland, 
General  Asboth,  Gen.  James  M.  Tuttle,  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower,  and 
finall.y  with  General  IMcArthur.  He  saw  service  in  the  states  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Texas, 
and  had  a  most  interesting  and  varied  militarv  career.  Mr.  Rogers  now 
has  in  his  possession  a  number  of  souvenirs  of  the  war.  One  of  these  is 
a  drinking  cup  in  a  Iratlin-  i-asi'  caiitiircil  fnuii  ('oli)n(l  Clack  of  the 
Second  Louisiana  Iiidiiirmli  nt  ('avalt>.  lie  alsn  has  a  belt  witii  revolver 
and  cartridges  and  a  Ion'/  swnrd  captuivd  fi-mii  a  itI»-I  major  at  the 
liattle  of  Henderson  Hill.  On  the  brass  clasp  of  the  cartridge  belt  is 
( iiiliosscd  a  pelican,  showing  that  it  belonged  to  a  Louisiana  regiment. 
He  has  a  number  of  other  curios  picked  up  on  different  battlefields. 
Perhaps  the  most  cherished  of  his  keepsakes  from  the  war  period  is  one 
that  he  carried  with  him  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment  until  his 
return  home.  This  was  a  "housewife"  given  him  when  he  enlisted  bv 
his  sister  JIartha.  It  was  made  of  silk,  liound  with  leather,  and  contained 
a  comb,  needles,  thread,  buttons  and  other  little  necessities  for  his  use 
in  repairing  his  clothing.  Mr.  Rogers  still  has  this  "housewife,"  and  in 
it  the  comb  which  he  carried  all  through  the  war. 

At  the  close  of  his  term  of  service,  in  the  fall  of  1864.  i\Ir.  Rogers 
was  honorabl.v  discharged,  and  on  returning  home  resumed  his  position 
on  the  old  homestead  farm,  lie  finally  siicciM'ded  to  the  ownership  of 
the  place.     In  1869  he  bought  a  farm  in  the  wi'st  part  of  the  same  town- 
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ship  and  was  there  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming,  raising 
eattle,  horses  and  hogs,  and  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  successful  farmers  of  that  vicinity.  In  1899  Mr.  Rogers 
removed  to  Sandusky,  where  he  is  now  living  retired,  though  still  owning 
the  farm,  which  is  rented. 

On  October  26,  1865,  Mr.  Rogers  married  ilaria  Louisa  Bardwell. 
She  was  born  in  JMargaretta  Township  February  19,  1838.  Her  father, 
Salmon  Dickinson  Bardwell,  was  born  in  Hattield,  ]\Iassachusetts,  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1796.  He  was  reared  and  was  married  in  that  town,  and  in 
1834,  accompanied  by  his  bride,  came  out  to  Ohio.  The  journey  was 
made  by  wagon  and  team  as  far  as  Albany,  New  York,  at  which  point 
they  embarked  upon  a  canal  boat  over  the  Brie  Canal  as  far  as-Buifalo, 
and  thence  by  lake  boat  to  Huron,  and  there  again  wagon  aud  team  were 
brought  into  service  to  convey  them  to  Margaretta  Township  in  Erie 
County.  In  that  locality  he  bought  laud  and  built  the  log  house  in 
which  Jlrs.  Rogers  was  born.  This  old  house  had  a  stone  chimney  and 
fireplace,  and  as  there  was  no  stove,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Rogers  for  "many 
years  did  all  her  cooking  over  the  open  fire.  Mi-.  Bardwell  subsequently 
erected  a  substantial  frame  house,  aud  lived  there  until  his  death  in 
1852.  He  married  Lucy  Ann  White,  who  was  born  in  Hatfield,  ^Massa- 
chusetts,  July  22,  18U6,  and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  1873.  Mrs. 
Rogers  had  one  sister,  Sarah  Ann,  who  first  married  William  Graves 
and  later  James  Suowden. 

IMr,  and  Mrs.  Rogers  have  reared  four  children:  Addie  A.,  Carrie 
A.,  Henry  Stephen,  and  James  G.  The  daughter  Addie  married  Jefter- 
.son  Fleming,  and  died  in  1900.  Carrie  A.  married  Thomas  M.  Farmer, 
of  Toledo,  Ohio.  Henry  S.,  of  Sandusky,  married  Edna  Gander,  oT 
Norwalk.  James  G.  is  a  resident  of  Arizona.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  are 
Universalists  in  their  religious  belief.  Mr.  Rogers  is  affiliated  with  Mc- 
Meens  Post,  No.  19,  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

J.\MEs  H.  Emricii.  a  few  years  ago  Sandusky  lost  one  of  its 
veteran  merchants  in  the  death  of  James  H.  Emrich,  who  for  more 
than  half  a  century  had  been  identified  with  the  drug  trade  in  the  city. 
He  was  a  careful  business  man,  liberal  and  helpful  in  his  attitude  toward 
local  affairs,  and  his  name  was  a  synonym  with  iutegi-ity  and  honor. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Kusel,  Rhenish  Bavaria,  August  13,  1829,  and 
his  death  came  nearly  eighty  years  later  on  May  7,  1909.  His  father, 
Philip  Emrich,  w-as  born  in  Foeckelberg,  Rhenish  Bavaria,  February  12, 
1798,  and  the  grandfather,  Jacob  Emrich,  was  born  in  the  same  village 
in  1771.  Jacob  had  his  rearing  aud  education  there,  served  six  years 
with  the  Bavarian  army,  and  when  an  old  man  came  to  America,  in 
1840,  with  some  of  his  childi'en,  and  died  at  Piketon,  Ohio.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Weber,  who  died  in  Germany.  The  oldest  of  their  ten  chil- 
dren was  Jacob,  who  was  with  the  Bavarian  troops  in  the  army  of  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  and  the  last  heard  of  him  was  when  he  went  away 
under  the  emperor  on  the  fatal  invasion  of  Russia.  The  other  nine 
children  all  came  to  America,  named  Katherina,  Philip,  Christian,  Peter, 
Karl,  Ileinrich,  Theobald,  Elizabeth,  and  Daniel. 

Philip  Emrich  lived  in  Bavaria  until  1840,  having  in  the  meantime 
received  his  education  and  spent  six  years  in  the  army.  He  had  served 
a  thorough  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  wagonmaker  aud  followed  that 
vocation  until  coming  to  America.  He  embarked  his  little  family,  wife 
and  three  children,  on  board  the  sailing  ship  Anson,  and  after  a  voyage 
of  sixty-five  days,  attended  with  some  bad  weather,  landed  at  New  York 
City.  Their  destination  was  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  their  course  in 
reaching  that  country  was  by  boat  up  the  Hudson  River,  by  canal  to 
Buffalo,  and  thence  by  water  and  overland  to  Piketon.     There  Philip 
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became  associated  with  his  brother  Theobald  in  the  manufacture  of 
wagons  and  carriages,  remaining  about  one  year,  eontinuij.g  the  same 
business  at  Chillicothe  until  1868,  after  which  he  lived  retired  in  San- 
dusky until  his  death  on  March  18,  1884.  Philip  Emritli  married  Louise 
Engelhardt,  who  was  born  at  Baumholder,  Prussia,  Jlarcli  23,  1799. 
She  reared  three  children:  James  H.,  Philipiua  and  Philip.  Philip 
located  ia  Sandusky  and  was  in  business  with  his  brother  James  until 
his  deatli  in  1876.  The  daughter  Philipiua  married  Charles  Dick,  and 
resides  in  Sandusky,  which  is  also  the  home  of  her  son,  Carl  Emrich  Dick. 

Janirs  II.  JMiirieh  was  eleven  years  old  when  brought  to  Ohio,  and 
the  ediiijitiou  began  in  the  schools  of  his  native  village  was  continued 
only  briefly  at  Cliillieothe.  When  still  a  boy  he  was  working  and  earning 
his  way  as  clerk  in  a  drug  store  of  that  time,  and  that  experience  gave 
him  the  permanent  direction  of  a  cai'eer.  Later  he  was  at  Cincinnati 
and  New  York  City,  and  along  with  experience  in  practical  management 
of  a  drug  business  also  acquired  an  expert  knowledge  of  chemistry  and 
pharmacy. 

It  was  in  1856  that  he  came  to  Sandusky  and  bought  an  interest  in 
a  drug  store  on  Water  Street,  and  of  which,  within  a  vear  thereafter 
he  became  sole  owner.  His  next  location  was  the  "West  House,  and  after 
purchasing  ground  and  building  a  store  on  the  east  side  of  Columbus 
Avenue,  he  continued  in  business  until  the  close  of  his  life.  His  store 
was  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  business  district,  and  he  practically 
outlived  all  his  competitors  who  were  in  business  when  he  came  to 
Sandusky. 

In  1880  Mr.  Emi-ich  erected  the  substantial  home  at  1006  Washington 
Street  where  he  lived  nearly  thirty  years  and  which  is  now  occupied  by 
his  daughter.  Mr.  Emrich  was  married  at  Akron,  Ohio,  in  November, 
1856,  to  Henrietta  S.  Townsend.  Her  father,  Alfred  R.  Tovvnsend, 
who  was  born  at  Cazenovia,  New  York,  Pebi'uary  14,  ]sl(i.  after  learning 
the  trade  of  tailor,  came  to  Ohio  in  1834  and  cstiililisliiMl  himself  in  that 
line  of  business.  Later  he  became  a  factor  in  tlie  transportation  business 
along  tlie  canal,  and  was  also  a  figure  in  public  atf^^airs.  He  was  the  first 
marshal  of  the  Village  of  Akron,  and  was  also  tax  collector,  deputy  sheriff, 
internal  revenue  assessor,  and  director  of  the  county  infii-mary.  He  con- 
tinued to  live  in  Akron  until  his  death  in  November,  1887.  In  1834  he 
married  Evelina  Blodgett,  who  was  born  in  Starksboro,  Vermont,  and 
died  at  Akron,  January  22,  1888.  Of  her  three  children,  ^Irs.  Emrich 
was  the  oldest.  John  A.  Townsend  is  now  a  resident  of  Rochester,  New 
York,  while  Emala  G.  died  unmarried. 

Mrs.  Emrich  died  in  April,  1861.  Her  only  daughter,  Minnie  L.,  is 
now  owner  of  the  home  built  by  her  father  in  1880.  While  l\Irs.  Emrich 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregatio'ial  Church,  her  husband  was  quite 
liberal  in  religious  nuitters.  Despite  the  exactions  of  his  busy  life,  he 
was  a  student,  kept  in  elose  touch  with  political  and  other  topics,  and  is 
remembered  by  all  l:is  old  friends  as  an  entertaining  and  instructive 
conversationalist. 

Franklin  Frees  Lehman,  M.  D.  For  more  tlian  twenty  y(>ars 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Sandusky.  Doctoi-  Lehman  has  an 
excellent  practice,  and  has  wortliily  won  his  place  in  professional  life. 
As  a  yovujg  man  he  was  andiilious  to  secure  a  liberal  education,  and 
worked  for  most  of  it  teaching  school  and  by  other  occupalioiis  defraying 
his  expenses  until  graduating  from  college  and  medical  schorls,  and  a§ 
a  result  of  this  experience  and  his  self-made  career,  was  all  the  better 
equipped  for  a  successful  accomplishment  in  his  chosen  field  of  work. 

Franklin  Frees  Lehman  was  liorn  on  a  farm  near  Wooster  in  Wayne 
County,   Ohio.     His  father,   Ephraim   Lelimau,   was  born   in   the  same 
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locality  August  11,  1826,  while  the  gi-andfather  John  Lehmau  was  born 
in  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  August  14,  1792.  The  great-grandfather, 
Martin  Lehman,  was  a  native  of  Alsace-Loraine,  and  so  far  as  known 
was  the  only  member  of  his  immediate  family  to  come  to  America.  He 
came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man,  located  in  Berks  County,  where 
he  married  a  Gerinan  girl,  and  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  days  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  were  the  parents  of  a  large  family.  Grandfather  John 
Lehman  was  reared  and  educated  in  Berks  County,  and  there  leai-ued 
the  trade  of  miller.  On  leaving  Pennsylvania  he  came  to  Ohio,  accom- 
panied by  his  family,  and  making  the  entire  journey  by  the  overland 
route  with  wagon  and  team.  He  located  as  one  of  the  pioneers  in  Wayne 
County,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  160  acres  of  land  about  four  miles 
from  Wooster.  The  only  improvements  on  this  land  comprised  about 
four  acres  of  cleared  ground  with  a  rude  log  cabin.  Nearly  all  the  rest 
of  it  was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber.  John  Lehman  was  a 
vigorous  type  of  the  early  pioneer,  possessed  industry  and  the  faculty 
of  hard  work  with  good  business  judgment,  and  with  increasing  pros- 
perity continued  to  buy  other  lands  and  in  time  had  a  large  estate.  He 
lived  in  Wayne  County  until  his  death  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
seven  years.  He  was  twice  married,  was  the  father  of  eighteen  children, 
and  thirteen  of  these  reached  maturity.  The  maiden  name  of  his  first 
wife,  the  grandmother  of  Doctor  Lehman,  was  Miss  Bear.  For  a  number 
of  years  the  grandfather  lived  in  a  log  cabin,  but  subsequently  l)uilt  a 
substantial  house  of  hewed  timlier,  and  that  was  occupied  as  a  dwelling 
until  recent  years. 

Ephraim  Lehman  grew  up  on  thn  old  farm,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  located  on  a  place  adjoining  the  old  homestead.  subse(|Uently 
succeeding  to  the  ownership  of  the  old  farm  of  his  father.  He  continued 
successfully  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser  for  many  years,  but 
now  lives  retired  at  Bloomington,  a  suburb  of  Wooster.  He  married 
Susanna  Frees,  who  was  born  in  the  same  locality  as  her  husband 
August  11,  1834.  She  was  one  of  the  seven  children  of  Jacob  and  Salome 
(Billman)  Frees.  She  died  in  October,  1913.  The  three  children  who 
grew  up  were  Franklin  Frees,  Cora,  wife  of  W.  M.  Glasgow  of  Wooster, 
and  Floyd  Vinton,  a  resident  of  Seville  in  Medina  County,  where  he 
siii-ri'ssrully  conducts  one  of  the  largest  utility  poultry  farms  in  the  state 
I  (Midi-  Lrhman  spent  his  boyhood  on  the  old  farm  in  Wayne  County. 
Ills  lii'st  iiiUautages  were  given  him  at  rural  schools,  and  he  received  his 
preparatory  college  education  in  the  University  of  Wooster.  During  the 
four  years  he  attended  that  institution  he  boarded  at  home,  and  rode 
back  and  forth  to  school,  a  distance  of  four  miles,  every  day.  Following 
this  he  was  for  three  years  a  student  in  the  Ohio  Northern  University  at 
Ada,  and  paid  most  of  his  expenses  by  teaching  school  in  ]\Iiami  County 
during  the  intervals  of  his  own  school  attendance. 

Doctor  Lehmiiii  ai  i|uiii'(l  his  higher  literary  and  professional  educa- 
tion in  Ann  .VtIkh'.  .Midiigan.  In  the  fall  of  1884  he  entered  the 
University  of  ilirhiuaii  and  was  graduated  A.  B.  in  1888.  Then  followed 
one  year  of  teaching  as  principal  of  the  high  school  at  I\Iarquette.  Michi- 
gan. He  then  returned  to  Ann  Arbor  and  entered  the  homeopathic 
department  of  the  university,  gi-aduating  with  the  degree  of  il.  D.  in 
1891.  The  following  eighteen  months  were  spent  as  an  interne  in  the 
homeopathic  hospital  at  Rochester,  New  York,  followed  by  general  prac- 
tice in  Rochester  until  November,  1893.  Since  the  latter  date  Doctor 
Lehman  has  been  located  at  Sandusky,  and  with  mature  experience  and 
a  reputation  for  skillful  work  enjoys  a  large  practice  and  a  fine  reputa- 
tion as  a  physician  and  surgeon. 

Til  1904  Doctor  Lehman  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Raikes,  daughter  of 
William  and  Jane  Coles,  an  old  Erie  County  family,  record  of  whom  is 
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given  on  other  pages.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lehman  have  two  children :  .John 
Frees  and  Ellen  Margaret.  Doctor  Lehman  is  a  member  of  tlie  North- 
western Ohio  IldiiKMjpiitiiii'  Mrdiral  Socii  ty,  tlie  Ohio  State  Homeopathic 
Society  and  the  Auki  irmi  Insiiniic  (.t  I  Idiliropjithy.  He  is  affiliated  witii 
Science  Lodge  NO.  ■>*>.  !■'.  cV;  A.  .M.,  uitli  Saiidiiisky  City  Chapter  No.  72, 
R.  A.  M.,  and  witli  Saiulnsky  (  iiy  Council  No.  26,  R.  &  S.  M.     lie  also 

belongs  to  the  Modern  W lincii  of  America  and  the  Royal  Neighbors  ol' 

America  and  to  the  Sunyciidraiid  Club. 

Frederick  Paul  Zolling^.  A  representative  business  man  of  San- 
dusky, and  one  of  its  leading  citizens,  Frederick  Paul  Zollinger,  president 
of  the  Third  National  Bank,  is  recognized  as  oih'  of  the  most  aMr  and 
successful  financiers  of  Erie  County.  A  son  of  Cliail.s  W.  ZollinL;' r,  he 
was  born,  July  10,  1858,  in  the  City  of  Saii(liisk>,  wlii.-li  at  tin-  time  of 
his  birth  could  scarcely  claim  a  population  of  >j.i\n  i.roplf.  His  paternal 
great-grandfather,  Gottlieb  Zollin.uii',  a  lilV-lom^'  resident  of  Germany, 
was  for  many  years  burgomaster  of  WCisliadi-n.  wlnir  ins  children  wen; 
born  and  bred. 

Johann  Zollinger,  Mr.  Zollinger's  grandfather,  was  born,  June  Ki, 
1778,  in  Weisbaden,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  As  a  member  of  the 
German  contingent  of  the  army  of  Napoleon  I,  he  followed  his  com- 
mander to  Moscow  and  back,  in  1812,  and  from  the  effects  of  that  long 
march,  and  the  terrible  exposure  incidental  tJiereto,  he  never  recovered, 
his  death  occurring  in  1814.  Two  of  his  sons  subsequently  came  to  the 
United  States  to  settle,  namely :   Christian  and  Charles  "VV. 

Arriving  in  New  York,  Christian  Zollinger  made  his  way  to  Indiana, 
locating  at  Fort  Wayne,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  turner  for 
many  years.  He  subsequently  bought  land  in  that  vicinity,  and  in 
addition  to  farming  owned  and  operated  a  sawmill,  residing  on  his  farm 
until  his  death.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  sons,  one  of  whom,  Charles  A. 
Zollinger,  enlisted,  tluring  the  progress  of  the  Civil  war,  in  the  One 
Ihuidri'd   and   Twmty-innth   Indiana    Volunteer   Infantry,    and   served 

h,'  ivrt^iwd  his  ,■,„■ i>.ioM  as  rolonrl  of-  ITk  iv-im,mt.      lir  su(,.,.,,nVntlv 

served  as  inav.u'or  Fort  Waviie.  and  as  slieriiT  ,>(  Ail, mi  Counlv.  Indiana. 

Born  July  23,  181:!,  in  Weisba.lm,  Germany,  Charles  W.  Zollinger 
was  but  an  infant  when  left  fatherless.  His  sihool  life  ended,  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  cabinet  maker  s  tiaile,  and  after  its  completion 
turned  his  face  toward  America,  lured  hither  bj-  the  hope  of  gaining 
wealth  in  a  newer  country.  Coming  directly  to  Ohio,  he  located  in 
Sandusky,  which  was  then  a  mei-e  village,  while  Erie  County  was  a  part 
of  Huron  County.  The  country  roundabout  was  very  heavily  wooded, 
with  here  and  there  a  small  opening  in  which  stood  the  modest  log  cabin 
of  a  pioneer.  Opening  a  shop  on  the  east  side  of  Wa.yne  Street,  just 
north  of  the  corner  of  Wa.shington  Street,  he  established  himself  in 
business  as  a  furniture  maker  and  undertaker.  The  products  of  his 
factory  found  a  ready  sale  among  the  people  of  the  county,  his  patronage 
becoming  quite  extensive.  Moving  one  block  north  in  1860,  he  there 
continued  in  active  business  until  his  death,  Jlay,  1867.  In  politics  he 
was  identified  with  the  whigs  nnlil  the  formation  of  the  republican 
party,  wlien  lie  iu'came  one  of  its  most  earnest  supporters.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  wei'e  members  of  the  Salem  Church,  German  Evangelical  Asso^ 
elation. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Zollinger  was  Christina 
Smith.  She  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  a  daughter  of  Jolm  and  Maria 
Smith,  who  immigrated  to  America  at  an  early  day,  and  having  purchased 
a  traet  of  timbered  land  near  Fremont.  Oli'io,  eVeeted  a  log  cabin,  and 
on  the  farm  wliieli  tlii'y  eleared   from  its  original  wildness  reared  their 
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family  of  two  sous  and  five  daughters,  and  there  spent  their  remaining 
days.  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Zollinger  died  in  September,  1889,  having 
survived  her  husband  upwards  of  a  score  of  years.  She  reared  ten 
children,  uamely :  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  Negcle ; 
John  C,  of  whom  a  sketch  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
Henrietta,  who  married  Jacob  Weis;  Charles  T.;  Katheriue,  wife  of 
Henry  Schneerer ;  William  R. ;  Frederick  P.,  with  whom  this  sketch  is 
chiefly  concerned;  Christina,  wife  of  Frederick  Crass;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Edgar  Wonnell ;  and  Frank  T. 

Having  completed  the  course  of  stud/  in  the  public  schools  of  San- 
dusky, Frederick  Paul  Zollinger,  in  February,  1875,  became  a  messenger 
boy  in  the  Third  National  Bank  of  Sandusky,  with  which  he  has  since 
been  connected.  Remaining  with  the  institution  through  its  different 
changes,  he  has  been  promoted  from  time  to  time,  serving  as  clerk, 
assistant  cashier  and  cashier,  and  finally  as  president  becoming  head  of 
the  bank.  Energetic  and  enterprising,  Mr.  Zollinger  is  also  actively 
identified  with  various  other  industrial  enterprises  of  the  city  and  county, 
his  influence  in  business  circles  being  far-reaching.  • 

On  September  6,  1882,  Mr.  Zollinger  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Lucy  M.  McLouth,  who  was  born  in  Sandusky,  a  daughter  of  0.  C.  and 
Elizabeth  (De  Witt)  McLouth.  Three  children  have  blessed  the  union 
of  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Zollinger,  namely :  Laura,  who  married  Edward  A. 
Allstaeler,  has  two  children,  Frederick  L.  and  Elizabeth ;  IMarion,  wife  of 
Edward  il.  Koch,  and  Paul,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 

Pi'ominent  in  Masonic  organizations,  Mr.  Zollinger  is  a  member  of 
Perseverance  Lodge  No.  329,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Order  of 
Masons;  of  Sandusky  City  Chapter  No.  72,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  of 
Sandusky  City  Council  No.  26,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  of  Erie  Com- 
mandery  No.  23,  Knights  Templar;  of  the  Toledo  Consistory;  and  also  of 
Zenobia  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mj'stie  Shrine. 
He  is  also  associated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mrs.  Zollinger  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  belongs  to  Martha  Pitkin 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  which  she  has  served  as 
regent. 

Charles  Eddy  Cooke.  Of  the  families  and  individuals  who  had  most 
to  do  with  the  early  settlement,  development  and  latter  day  growth  of  the 
City  of  Sandusky,  one  that  deserves  consiDicuous  mention  was  represented 
by  the  late  Charles  Eddy  Cooke,  who  was  for  many  years  a  prominent 
nil  ivhaiit  al  Sai  ilusky  and  wdiose  death  took  away  from  that  city  a  man 
wIk.sc  liiiNiiii  ss  ainl  personal  character  was  of  the  highest  type. 

Charles  Etldy  Cooke  was  born  in  Perkins  Township  in  Erie  County. 
Ohio.  His  father  was  Prof.  Augustus  Cooke,  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
and  what  was  uncommon  at  that  time  a  man  of  college  education.  He 
came  to  Erie  County  about  1830  and  was  ixsefully  identified  with  the 
community  in  the  capacity  of  an  educator  and  lived  here  until  his  death. 
Augustus  Cooke  was  twice  married,  and  the  maiden  name  of  his  second 
wife  was  Blary  Ann  Eddy.  She  was  born  in  Connecticut,  a  daughter  of 
Roswell  Eddy.  Roswell  Eddy  was  also  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was 
reared  and  married  there,  but  soon  after  the  War  of  1812  joined  a  com- 
pany of  several  families  and  came  out  to  Ohio.  They  came  over  the 
mountairs  and  out  to  the  Southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie  with  wagons  and 
teams,  bri'^ging  household  goods,  farm  implements,  live  stock  and  poultry. 
The  chickens  and  turkeys  were  driven  aliead  of  the  teams  by  the  children. 
At  night  these  fowls  -would  lake  to  llic  trees  and  then  the  company 
camped  wherever  the  poultry  drtt 'riiiiiii'<l  upon  a  roosting  place.  After 
several  weeks  of  travel  they  n-ai-hed  what  is  now  Perkins  Township  in 
Erie  County,  Init  then  a  portion  of  Huron  County.     There  Mr.  Eddy 
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bouglit  a  tract  of  timbered  land,  erected  a  typical  log  cabin,  and  began 
life  in  \vh;it  was  tlieii  the  westernmost  state  in  the  Union,  all  the  country 
to  the  west  MS  far  as  fhi"  ^fississippi  being  a  sparsely  inhabited  region 
under  tciiinirial  r<inii  of  -ovi  rniiicnt.  Mr.  Eddy  cleared  up  a  farm  out 
of  the  wililcnii'ss.  and  coiitiiiu.d  to  live  there  until  his  death.  Roswell 
Eddy  married  a  .Miss  Tiiylor.  Their  daughter,  Mary  Ann  (Eddy)  Cooke 
survived  her  husband  many  years  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son 
William  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  She  reared  three  sons:  Charles 
Eddy :  William  Joseph,  who  was  for  many  years  bookkeeper  in  banks  in 
Sandusky,  and  George  Augustus,  who  was  associated  with  his  brother 
Charles  in  business. 

Charles  Eddy  Cooke  was  twelve  years  old  when  his  father  died,  and 
after  that  he  lived  with  his  maternal  grandparents.  He  was  given  a 
good  education,  and  was  advised  to  take  up  the  profession  of  medicine, 
and  acting  on  this  counsel  he  studied  for  a  time  with  Doctor  Tildeu.  The 
profession  not  proving  to  his  likii]g,  he  turned  to  merchandising,  and 
beeainc  clerk  in  tlie  store  of  David  Everett  at  Sandusky.  He  soon 
iiiastrreil  the  details  of  ihi'  liusimss.  saved  his  earnings,  and  then  invested 
in  a  stock  of  goods  ami  liegaii  liiisiii.'ss  on  his  own  account.  His  brother 
(ieorge  soon  al'tirw  ai-(fs  liecanir  a>soriateil  with  him,  and  by  close  atten- 
tion to  their  work  and  with  iih-r.asing  capital  they  enjoyed  a  position 
■  imong  the  foi-emost  iiierrliants.  Mi-.  C.xikr  invrsted  his  surplus  capital  in 
eity  real  estate,  and  after  dis|iosing  of  his  Imsiness  ten  or  fifteen  years 
ago  devoted  all  his  time  to  the  management  of  a  pi'operty  which  had 
greatly  increased  in  value.    He  died  at  Sandusky  in  1909. 

Cliai-ks  Eddy  Cooke  married  Mary  A.  Turney.  She  was  born  in 
S\  laiuse,  New  York.  Her  father,  William  Latta  Turney,  was  born  in 
i'hiladelphia,  a  son  of  Prof.  Samuel  Turney,  who  was  a  native  of  Con- 
nreticut  and  of  early  English  ancestry.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Xirliolas  Pynchon,  at  one  time  Lord  ]\Iayor  of  London.  The  line  of 
!■ -^'1  ht  is  as  follows:  Judge  William  Pynchon,  son  of  Nicholas,  came 
to  America  and  was  .treasurer  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony;  his  son. 
Col.  John  Pynchon,  has  been  referred  to  in  histoiy  as  one  of  the  "Con- 
necticut River  Gods"  (see  Histoiy  of  SpfiiiL^licM,  .Massachusett.s,  and 
Eneyel(i])edia  Brittanica)  ;  he  married  Amy  W  yllys,  daughter  of  Gov. 
(leoriie  Wyllvs:  their  son  Col.  John  Pynclion,  Jr.,  married  Margai'et 
Iluliiiard  ;  tlieir  son  IMaj.  John  Pynchon  married  Bathsheba  Taylor;  their 
son  .Josei)li  was  the  father  of  Margaret  Pynchon.  who  in  turn  was  the 
gramlmother  of  Prof .' Samuel  Turney.  Prof.  Sanmel  Turney  was  a 
college  graduate,  held  the  position  of  tutor  in  Yale  College,  and  after 
his  marriage  removed  to  Philadelphia  and  was  in  educational  work  in 
I'einisylvania  until  failing  health  caused  him  to  go  South  to  South 
<  aroliiia  where  he  was  a  tutor  in  the  family  of  Governor  Laurens.  His 
death  occurred  in  middle  life.  William  Latta  Turney,  father  of  ]\Irs. 
Cooke,  was  still  a  boy  when  his  father  died,  and  thei-eafter  lived  with  his 
uncle  and  grandparents  in  Connecticut,  where  he  was  given  a  liberal 
education.  He  inherited  the  estate  of  his  uucfc,  and  going  to  New  York 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  that  state,  and  was  a  prominent  man  at 
Syracuse  until  the  early  '50s.  He  was  attracted  to  the  new  State  of 
California,  shipping  a  stock  of  goods  around  the  cape  and  himself  cross- 
ing tlio  Isthnms.  He  contracted  a  disea.sc  during  the  voyage  and  died 
soon  after  landing  in  California.  William  L.  Turney  married  Azuba 
lloyt,  who,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  went  to  Wisconsin  ami  lived 
in  Portage  City  for  a  time,  but  spent  her  last  years  with  Mrs  ( 'ook,.  in 
Sandusk.v.  She  reared  three  daughters:  Elizabeth  K.,  Alaiy  An-usta 
and  Josephine  A.  The  first  of  these  daughters  lives  in  ilinniajHilis  and 
the  last  witii  Mrs.  Cooke. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooke  reared  two  daughters,  Ella  and  May.  They  also 
had  a  son  Augustus  who  died  in  his  fourth  year.  The  daughter  Elhi 
married  Henry  A.  Morgan  and  has  two  daughters  named  Jlary  an<l 
Josephine.  May  married  Lewis  Lea,  and  at  her  death  left  six  children, 
named,  Charles,  George,  Margaret,  Mary  Virginia,  Richard  James  and 
Elizabeth  Kathryn. 

The  late  Mr.  Cooke  was  a  Methodist,  while  Mrs.  Cooke  and  her  sister 
have  membership  in  Grace  Episcopal  Church  at  Sandusky.  The  home 
which  Mrs.  Conlcc  oi-rupies  on  Wayne  Street  at  the  corner  of  Adams  is 
one  of  the  attrartivc  hiiidiiiarks  of  the  Sandusky  residence  district.  It 
was  built  by  Mv.  liill.  ;il  one  time  president  of  the  Mad  River  Railroad 
Company,  and  Mr.  licll  lieing  a  bachelor  the  home  was  built  to  suit  his 
special  requirements.  It  was  put  up  in  the  early  '40s,  and  has  been 
standing  on  Wayne  Street  for  seventy  years  or  more.  It  is  a  stone  build- 
ing, with  very  thick  walls,  with  well  arranged  interior,  large  windows, 
and  is  both  a  comfortable  and  quaint  old  place.  This  home  was  once  the 
scene  of  entertainment  by  Major  Camp  (a  retired  U.  S.  A.  officer,  who 
had  acquired  the  home,  before  it  was  fini.shed)  of  Gen.  Winfield  Scott 
with  his  entire  suite.  Mrs.  Cooke  maintains  the  old  home,  the  walls 
adorned  with  many  fine  paintings,  and  the  visitor  finds  a  constant  charm 
and  interest  in  the  large  collection  of  objects  which  have  been  purchased 
and  gathered  by  Mrs.  Cooke  while  traveling  abroad. 

Gen.  James  Fowler  Ch-\i>man.  For  many  years  a  prominent  and 
respected  resident  of  Erie  County,  Hon.  James  Fowler  Chapman,  late 
of  Sandusky,  won  for  himself  an  honorable  record,  not  onlj'  as  a  trust- 
worthy citizen  but  as  a  brave  soldier,  having  served  his  country  in  an 
official  capacity  throughout  both  the  Mexican  and  the  Civil  wars.  A  son 
of  Arden  Chapman,  he  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  a  log  cabin  in  the  wilds  of  that  section 
of  the  state  on  March  30,  1819. 

Coming  from  svibstantial  English  ancestry,  Arden  Chapman  was 
born  and  reared  in  New  York  State,  living  there  until  after  his  marriage. 
Migrating  with  his  bride  to  Ohio  about  1810,  he  secured  a  tract  of  Gov- 
ernment land  in  Medina  County,  all  of  which  was  at  that  time  in  its 
virgin  wildness.  Clearing  a  space  in  the  dense  forest,  he  erected  a  rude 
log  cabin,  and  innnediately  began  the  pioneer  task  of  improving  a  home- 
stead. Disposing  of  his  farm  a  few  years  later,  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  in  Wayne  County,  first  in  the  village  Of  Jackson,  and  later  at 
Republic  and  Tiffin.  Going  with  his  family  to  Wisconsin  in  1858,  he 
located  in  Albany,  and  was  there  a  resident  until  his  death.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  wife  of  Arden  Chapman  was  Althedia  Hinman.  She  was 
born  in  Bethlehem,  Connecticut,  of  honored  Huguenot  stock,  having  been 
a  direct  descendant  of  an  exiled  nobleman  of  France.  Born  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  she  received  exceptional  educational 
advantages  for  that  day,^and  prior  to  her  marriage  taught  school.  She 
died  at  her  home  in  the  Village  of  Republic,  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  leaving 
four  children,  namely :    James  Fowhi'.  Pardee,  Caroline  A.,  and  Adaline. 

Brought  up  on  the  parental  hoiiHst.ad  in  Medina  County,  James  F. 
Chapman  obtained  his  knowledge  cT  llie  Ilii-ee  "R's"  in  the  primitive 
log  schoolhouse.  wliieli  was  fui'nislied  with  slab  seats  and  had  a  puncheon 
floor  and  a  eliimiiev  made  of  earth  ami  sticks.  A  boy  of  thirteen  years 
when  the  family  I'eiimved  to  tli.'  village  of  Jackson,  Wayne  Coimty,  he 
was  put  to  work  in  tbe  tannery  established  by  his  father,  driving  the 
horse  that  pulled  the  machine  used  in  those  days  for  crushing  the  tan- 
bark.  In  1846,  at  the  beginning  of  the  hostilities  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  States,  IMr.  Chapman  assisted  in  the  recruiting  of  volunteers 
for  the  war.  and  had  the  honor  of  being  elected  captain  of  Company  F, 


c>^^^ti<yf^ 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COLIXTY  523 

Tliird  Ohio  \'oIuuteer  Infantry,  under  command  of  Col.  Samuel  Curtis. 
Going  with  his  regiment  to  the  front,  Captain  Chapman  participated  in 
many  of  the  important  battles  of  that  conflict,  and  at  its  close  was  honor- 
al)Iy  discliargcd  from  the  service. 

Returning  to  his  native  state,  Captain  Chapman  was  for  a  sliort  time 
engaged  in  business  in  Seneca  Couuty,  first  at  Tiffin,  and  later  at 
Republic.  Coming  to  Erie  County  in  1848,  he  was  for  five  years  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  of  Castalia.  In  1853  he  embarked  in  mercantile 
pursuits  at  Albany,  Wisconsin,  and  there  conducted  a  substantial  busi- 
ness until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  Volunteering  his  services,  he 
was  then  commissioned  major  by  the  governor  of  Wisconsin,  and  soon 
after  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  and  given  command 
of  the  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Voluuteer  Infanti-y,  a  position  which  he 
held  for  three  .years,  doing  valiant  service  on  nuiny  a  battlefield.  While 
doing  guard  duty  with  his  brigade  along  the  Tciiii.ssi'e  River,  Jeff  Davis 
issued  a  i)rochunation  to  the  eftV(-t  that  if  (.iloii.  I  (liapman  and  certain 
others  were  captured  they  were  not  to  Iji-  1ic;iI( d  iircording  to  usages  of 
civilized  warfare,  but  he  never  fell  into  thf  cliii.-li.s  ,.f  the  enemy. 

Retiring  fi-om  the  army  as  a  lnwd  briuadicr-uvnciMl.  Hmerai  Chap- 
man again  took  \\p  his  residence  at  Cast.dia.  Ohio.  SuhsiMpieutly  locat- 
ing at  Clycl.',  Sainliisky  County,  he  was  there  actively  engaged  in  busi- 
ness i\\v  rjeliircn  xcai's.  ('(iniiiig  from  there  to  Erie  County,  General 
(  lia|inian  imi'iliasrd  ihr  .\b'('artney  farm,  in  jMargaretta  Township,  and 
was  thiic  (  nua-cii  in  a'-icii-ultural  pursuits  for  a  time.  Removing  from 
there  to  Sandusky.  Iir  sul)sequently  lived  retired  in  tliat  city  until  liis 
death.  Scptnnbrr  :;(),   IMMI. 

On  August  :j(»,  1848,  General  Chapman  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Gertrude  L.  JMcCartney,  who  was  born  in  Erie  County,  a  daughter  of 
Wiliiam  McCartney,  and  the  descendant  of  an  early  Scotch  family, 
whose  name  was  (uat'iually  spelled  MacCartney.     Born  and  brought  u]) 

in  the  "Blue  (hmss  ivm, f  K.ntueky."  William  McCartney  migrati'd 

to  Ohio  in  earl.\  nianlinn.l,  ami  as  a  senut  during  the  time  of  the  Indian 
troubles  traversed   the   leneth   and    lii'eailili    nf   Xertliern   Ohio  ere  any 

permanent  settlements  had   1 n   made  within   its  Imi'ders.     In  1816  he 

became  one  of  the  lirst  settlers  of  Sandusky.  He  secured  title  to  1,800 
acres  of  land  in  Erie  Couuty,  near  Venice,  he  cleared  a  portion  of  it. 
and  later  engaged  in  l)ankiiig,  being  thus  employed  wlien  "wild  cat" 
money  was  in  circulation.  He  became  the  owner  of  vast  tracts  of  land 
in  both  Ph-ie  and  Sandusky  counties,  and  spent  the  closing  years  of  his 
life  on  his  farm  in  ^largaretta  Township. 

William  McCartney  mari-ied  Eliza  B.  Cooper,  a  native  of  Mount  Ver- 
non, Olno.  Her  father,  Charles  Cooper,  an  early  settler  of  Jlount  Vernon, 
and  a  well-to-do  farmer,  was  of  Engli.sh  descent,  being  of  tlie  fourth 
generation  from  tlie  immigrant  ancestor.  Of  the  union  of  I\lr.  and  IMrs. 
McCartney  si.\  cliildren  wei'e  born  and  reared,  as  follows:  Cluirles. 
Catherine  C.  Jessnp,  Gertrude  Tj..  Henry  and  Harvey. 

General  and  Mrs.  Chapnuin  reared  l)ut  one  child,  Jessup  1*.  Chapman, 
who  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-two  years.  Mrs.  Chapman  still 
resides  in  Sandusky,  and  though  she  has  passed  tlie  allotted  three  score 
and  fen  years  of  earthly  life  she  retains  her  mental  strength  and  vigor 
to  a  renuirkable  degree,  and  relates  many  an  interesting  incident  of  her 
eai-ly  life.  She  has  in  lier  possession,  among  other  relics  of  value,  baidv 
l)ills  which  were  signed  l)y  her  father  when  president  of  the  bank. 

Iieir  long  ancru.sel'ul  lives  in  Sandusky 
nan.  whose  name  will  lie  held  in  lasting 
I'h-ie  County  history.     He  was  a  man  of 
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indefatigable  entei'prise,  of  great  inventive  talent  and  marked  fertility  of 
resource,  as  a  contractor  and  builder  contributing  generously  toward  the 
material  prosperity  of  the  community,  and  his  services  in  advancing  the 
industrial  interests  of  city,  county  and  state  are  worthy  of  honorable 
recognition  and  praise  along  with  the  achievements  of  those  who  success- 
fully labored  in  other  tields  of  endeavor. 

A  picture  of  the  first  engine  built  in  Sandusky  is  shown  in  an  interest- 
ing volume  entitled  the  "Ilistory  of  the  Western  Reserve,"  and  from 
that  work  we  take  the  follDwin^-  .|ii(it:i1ioii :  "There  is  now  living  in 
Sandusky  (in  1910)  a  man  in  his  iiiiict>-l  liird  year  named  J.  S.  Gather- 
man,  who  when  he  was  eighlccii  years  (ilil  was  employed  in  the  old  car 
shops  of  the  Mad  River  Railroad  in  Sandusky.  Various  pai'ls  of  the 
pioneer  engine  'The  Sandusky'  were  manufactured  in  llic  l',,isi  and  ship- 
ped to  Sandusky  to  be  put  together.  The  work  was  sncrcsslully  accom- 
plished iinder  the  direction  of  Thomas  Hogg,  the  master  mechanic  who 
was  at  the  throttle  of  the  machii'e  when  it  iianged  over  the  strap  rails  to 
Bellevue,  in  1835.  Later  Mr.  Catherman  himself  became  master  mechanic 
of  the  shops,  and  has  a  vivid  recollection  not  only  of  the  'Sandusljy,' 
but  of  the  second  engine,  'The  Erie.'  He  claims  that  the  Sandusky  was 
the  first  engine  run  west  of  the  Alleghany  ]\Iountains,  and  the  first  one 
in  the  world  equipped  with  a  steam  whistle.  A  few  months  ago  the  still 
bright  old  gentleman  was  interviewed  by  the  'Sandusky  Star  Journal,' 
whose  representative  drew  from  him  other  information  which  has  real 
historic  value.  When  Mr.  Catherman  first  worked  in  the  JMad  River  Rail- 
road shops  little  side-door  cars,  much  resembling  small  box  cars,  were 
used  on  all  the  steam  roads.  To  General  Oregg  he  suggested  building 
cars  with  a  door  at  each  end.  and  with  i-cviTsiblc  scats.  The  idea  ai>pealed 
to  Mr.  Gregg,  and  Mr.  Cathi'i-inan  was  instructiMl  to  go  ahead,  and  from 
the  passenger  cars  which  he  comnieneed  to  build  in  the  Mad  River  shops 
have  ile\(lii|)eil  the  luxurious  coaches  of  today." 

Samuel  .1.  Catherman  was  born  in  1817,  in  Union  Coiuity,  Penn.syl- 
vania,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  in  May.  1911.  His  father, 
George  Catherman,  was  also  born  in  I'liion  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Phihulelpliia  -lones,  was  boni  and 
bred  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  At  the  age  uf  fifteen  years  Samuel  was 
bound  out  to  David  ]\Ioore,  with  whom  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
seven  years  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  after  his  third  year  with  his  employer 
having  control  of  all  the  work.  When  ready  to  start  in  life  for  himself 
:\Ir.  Catherman  returned  to  Pennsylvania  for  his  mother,  sister  and 
brother,  and  with  them  came  to  San(lusl<> .  making  the  entire  journey  in 
a  covered  wagon.  For  three  years  alter  Ins  arrival  he  liad  charge  of  the 
cai'penter  work  of  Mr.  White,  aflei-  wiiieh  lie  was  foi'  loi-ty  years  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building  on  his  o\\  n  aei-iinnt.  With  his  lii'st  partner, 
Lawrence  Cable,  he  assumed  as  one  of  lii.s  first  contracts  the  eunst ruction 
of  2,000  reapers  known  as  the  "Hero"  reaper  and  invented  by  a  Mr. 
Henderson.  That  contract  was  received  in  the  spring  of  1856,  and  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  Messrs.  Catherman  and  Cable  were  awarded  the 
contract  for  building  the  Washington  Street  pavement,  and  when  that 
was  completed  the  partnersliiii  was  dissolved. 

I\Ir.  Catherman  subsequently  erected  more  than  a  score  of  lime  kilns 
and  many  fine  residences.  His  reputation  for  rapid  and  skilful  work- 
manship brought  him  many  contracts  of  importance,  among  others  having 
been  the  erection  of  the  cribbing  in  the  bay,  at  the  east  and  west  ends  of 
the  City  of  Sandusky,  for  the  Mad  River  Railroad  Company,  and  the 
building  of  the  Bay  Bridge.  Employing  300  men  in  the  latter  work,  the 
bridge  was  built  in  a  marvellously  short  space  of  time,  every  stroke  of 
each  man  employed  counting  one.  On  one  occasion  during  the  building 
it  was  necessaryto  have  an  engine  and  two  flat  cars  at  Danbury,  and  Mr. 
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Catlicriiiaii  loaded  the  engine  on  the  two  cars  and  thus  towed  them  across 
the  hay  on  a  scow,  and  there  unloaded  them,  doing  tlie  whole  in  one  day, 
a  l'eat"<h'ciii,Ml  almost  impossible. 

-Mr.  (allmniiaii  maiiiid  in  1844,  Clarissa  Gregg,  who  spent  her  entire 
life  in  Saiiihisky,  lire  liirtli  occurring  in  1823,  and  her  death  in  11)07. 
Her  father.  Henjaniin  Gregg,  a  native  of  New  Ilampsliire,  married 
Clari.ssa  Ilibbard,  who  was  born  and  bred  in  Vermont,  antl  soon  after 
that  happy  event  the  young  couple  journeyed  westward  to  Ohio,  becoming 
pioneer  settlers  of  Sandusky.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Catherman  reared  five 
children,  namely:  Josephine;  Georgia;  Franklin;  William;  and  Erastus, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  Josephine,  the  eldest  child,  became 
the  wife  of  Allirrf  Clriiioiis,  of  ^farblehead,  Ohio;  and  their  only  daugliter. 
(^■(iiiiia  ( 'Iciimiis.  iiiaiii.-d  W'llii.im  Stokes,  and  died  in  early  womanhood, 
lca\  iiiii'  one  son.  Allurl  SKiki^s.  Franklin  Catherman,  the  eldest  son,  now 
rcsidiiii;-  in  Kansas  City,  .Missouri,  married  Abbie  Wager,  and  they  have 
five  clijldren,  Dorothy,  Laura,  Clara,  Georgia,  and  Herbert.  William 
Catherman,  a  resident  of  Oregon,  married,  and  is  the  father  of  four 
children,  Lillian,  Bessie,  William,  and  Freda.  Georgia  Catherman,  the 
only  member  of  the  family  living  in  Sandusky  at  the  present  writing,  in 
1915.  has  taught  in  tlie  first  grade  of  the  public  schools  for  a  period  of 
lliirty-(i\-e  \cais.  lier  term  of  service  in  that  capacit.y  bespeaking  her 
effiiii'iicy  and  |  ii>|inlarity  as  a  teachei*.  She  is  a  member  of  the  ilethoilist 
l']|iisi-o|jal  (  linrcli.  lo  which  her  father  likewise  belonged.  Mr.  Catherman 
casi  his  liisi  presidential  vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison,  in  1840,  the 
\\  lii'.:-  randiilate,  and  after  the  formation  of  the  republican  party  was  one 
of  1  he  most  earnest  supporters  of  its  principles. 

Ik.v  T.  Davis.  A  man  of  sterling  worth  and  pronounced  ability,  the 
late  Ira  T.  Davis  was  for  many  years  closely  associated  with  the  advance- 
ment of  the  iiiereantih-  interests  of  Sandusky,  and  later,  as  an  extensive 
dealer  in  real  estal.-.  did  nnich  toward  promoting  the  business  pro-iicrity 
of  the  city.  .\  son  of  David  Davis,  he  was  born,  jMareli  2.!.  ls:;i.  at 
Coram,  Long  Island,  New  York,  coming  from  substantial  AVelsli  ancestry. 

A  native  of  New  York,  David  Davis  was  born  on  Long  Island,  Decem- 
ber 18,  1801.  Learning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  he  followed  it  in  his 
native  county  luitil  1840,  when  he  migrated  to  Oswego  County,  New  York, 
locating  near  Phoenix,  M'here  he  bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land,  and 
when  not  busy  at  Ids  trade  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  Disposing 
of  his  farm  in  1848,  he  purchased  a  home  in  Baldwinsville,  Onondaga 
County,  and  was  there  a  resident  for  six  years.  Coming"  to  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  in  1854,  he  settled  permanently  in  Sandulcsy,  and  was  here 
employed  as  a  carpenter  and  builder  during  the  remainder  of  his  active 
life,  dying  at  his  home  on  Ajjril  5,  1879.  He  married  Charity  Bayless, 
who  was  born  on  Long  Island,  where  her  father,  Thomas  Bayless,  spent 
his  entii-e  life.  She  passed  to  the  higher  life  Juiu^  1.  1S!(."),  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eight.v-eight  years.  She  reared  five  children,  namely;  I'l-aiiia, 
Ira  T.,  John  R.,  Maria  A.,  and  Joshua  Bayless. 

Bi-ought  up  and  educated  in  tiie  Empire  State,  Ira  T.  Davis  came  lo 
Sandusky  to  live  about  1850,  and  soon  after  established  himself  in  the 
grocery  business  on  tlie  east  side  of  Columbus  Aveinie,  between  ^larket 
and  Water  streets,  where  he  built  up  the  extensive  business  now  so  suc- 
cessfully conducted  by  liis  nephew,  Frank  E.  Davis.  He  conlinued  tiiere 
twenty-one  years,  and  was  afterwards  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business 
for  five  years.  His  health  failing,  owing  to  his  close  confinement  in  the 
store,  he  sought  employment  that  would  keep  him  out  of  dooi-s.  and. 
embarking  in  the  real  estate  business,  built  up  a  Ineralive  patronage,  and 
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^ir.  Davis  married,  October  30,  1856,  Eunice  Anu  Woolsey,  who  was 
born  Alarcli  27,  1838,  in  Auburn,  New  York,  and  is  of  honored  English 
ancestry,  being  a  collateral  descendant  of  Cardinal  Woolsey.  Her  father, 
Luther  S.  Woolsey,  Jr.,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  as  was  his  father, 
Luther  S.  Woolsey,  Sr.  Soon  after  his  marriage,  he  bought  land  in 
Jordan,  New  York,  and  was  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  death,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  fifty-three  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Keturah  Bloomer,  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
her  birth  having  occun-ed  at  Marlborough  on  the  Hudson,  November  27, 
1795.  She  survived  her  husband,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  Hiram, 
in  Port  Wayne,  Indiana,  at  the  advanced  age  of  four  score  and  four  yeax's. 
Luther  S.  and  Keturah  Woolsey  became  llie  i)arents  of  fourteen  children, 
twelve  of  whom  grew  to  years  of  inatniity,  as  follows:  Elizabeth;  Isaac 
B. ;  Asa  T. ;  David;  Johnston  V.;  iieliekah;  l-Iveline;  Luther  S.;  Charles; 
Marj';  Eunice  Ann,  now  Mrs.  Davis;  and  Hiram  B. 

On  October  30,  1906,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  in  the  very  home  in  which  they  began  life  together  as  bride  and 
groom,  and  in  which  Mrs.  Davis  and  her  daughter  Caroline  are  now  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  reared  five  children,  namely :  Adelbert  B.,  Jennie  D., 
Caroline  0.,  Hattie,  and  Charles  W.  Adelbert  married  Lucy  Cook,  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  they  have  two  children,  Seth  and  Leonora.  Jennie, 
now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Charles  E.  Stroud,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Sandusky,  has  two 
children,  Edgar  J.  and  Ira  T.  Hattie,  who  married  Burt  I.  Lamb,  of 
Sandusky,  now  of  Norwalk,  Ohio,  has  eight  children,  Eunice,  Horace, 
Margery,  Davis,  Robert,  Edward,  Willis,  and  John.  Charles  AV.,  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  married  Hester  Perry,  of  Baltimoi-e,  Maryland,  and  thej 
have  two  children,  Caroline  and  Perry.  Seth  Davis,  the  eldest  child  of 
Adelbert  Davis,  maiaied  <um)|uc  De  Witt,  of  Sandusky,  and  they  have 
three  children,  De  Witt.  ^>t\\.  -Ir.,  and  Margery  Anu.  Ira  T.  Stroud,  the 
oldest  son  of  Dr.  and  M-VS.  Stroud,  married  Josephine  Renner,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Charles  and  John.  Edgar  J.,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 
the  youngest  son,  married  Opal  Pursley  of  Fort  Wayne.  As  will  be  seen 
by  the  above  record,  Mrs.  Davis  has  fourteen  grandchildren  now,  in  June, 
1915,  and  live  great-grandchildren.  Mrs.  Davis,  although  well  advanced 
in  years,  retains  full  possession  of  her  mental  faculties,  and  show  few  of 
the  mai'ks  of  a-e.  uiili'ss  we  ivKanl  as  sucli  tin'  wisdom  and  seivnity  that 

happily  i-ome  lumi  nsrful  activity,  w  i,le  experiem-e.  and  d rinl  eontent. 

Miss  Caroline  Davis  uas  i^i'adnaled  from  the  San,lusk\    lli-li  Sriiool  with 

the  class  of  1SSI,  and  sine-  -laniiarv,  IS.si;.  has  1 ii  surerssfulU   enti'aged 

in  teaehin-.     Ueromin.:'  i ivsi.-d  in  .Masoni-y  thi-oii-h  liei-  Fatiirr.  she  is 

now  a  memher  of  the  Kleanor  ('hauler  No.  :;:;i.  Order,)!'  the  Ivistern  Star. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Davis  was  a  niemher  of  Science  Lotlge  No.  5tl,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons ;  of  Sandusky  Chapter,  No.  72,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  of 
Sandusky  Council  No.  26,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  and  of  Erie  Com- 
mandery  No.  23,  Knights  Templar.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  ]Mrs.  Davis  is  a  valued  member. 

Hekey  Clay  Victor.  In  pioneer  communities  the  tavern  or  inn  was 
always  an  impoi-tant  center  of  community  life.  Much  of  the  pioneer 
histoiy  of  Sandusky  involves  the  name  of  Henry  Clay  Victor,  who  was 
one  of  the  very  early  settlers,  and  who  for  a  numbi'r  of  years  ke|it  a  tavern 
on  what  was  then  the  outskii'ls  of  the  village.  While  his  life  and  I'areer 
belong  to  the  first  half  of  the  last  century,  it  is  an  inieivsiin-'  fact  that 
one  of  his  children.  Miss  Florence  A.  Victor,  is  still  a  i-esident  of  San- 
dusky, her  home  being  at  324  Pulton  Street. 

Henry  Clay  Victor  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  about  1790.  Little  is 
Ivnown  of  his  early  lifi\  or  of  his  ancestry,  but  he  came  to  Ohio  when  still 
a  youno'  man.  and  knew  and  was  known  by  practically  all  the  pioneers  of 
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Erie  (  ouiilx .  His  first  location  was  near  Venice,  where  he  kept  a  tavern 
soiiiL'  time,  and  probably  as  early  as  1820  came  to  Sandusky,  and  there 
continued  iiis  service  for  the  entertainment  of  travelers.  He  purchased 
land  at  tlie  uortiiwest  corner  of  Mai-ket  and  Decatur  streets,  erecting  a 
commodious  frame  building  for  his  purposes.  At  that  time  the  location 
was  on  the  edge  of  the  small  but  flourishing  town,  and  surrounding  the 
tavern  was  a  dense  growth  of  hazel  brush  and  trees.  His  fellow  citizens 
thought  him  unwise  to  have  built  so  far  from  the  center  of  the  town,  and 
called  his  place  "Victor's  Folly."  But  subsequent  growth  and  develop- 
ment i^roved  the  wisdom  of  his  choice  and  as  is  well  known  that  location 
is  now  almost  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  The  inn  subsecpieutly  went  by 
the  name  of  Townsend  House,  and  was  continued  under  that  name  until 
it  burned  down  a  number  of  years  later. 

Mr.  Victor  sold  his  inn  about  1840  and  removed  to  Seneca  County, 
where  he  bought  a  farm,  and  with  the  exception  of  about  two  j'ears  spent 
in  Norwalk  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1848.  He  married  Gertrude 
Xash,  who  represented  one  of  the  early  pioneer  families  of  Southern  Ohio. 
She  was  born  in  New  York  City  in  July,  1799.  Her  maternal  grandfather 
was  Major  Horton  of  White  Plains,  New  York,  and  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution,  ilrs.  Victor's  father  came  West  and  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  Jluskingum  County,  where  he  secured  a  large  tract  of  land  and 
founded  tlie  Town  of  Xashport,  named  in  his  honor,  where  both  he  and 
[lis  wife  spent  their  last  years. 

A  few  years  after  the  death  of  her  husliaml  Airs.  Victor  sold  the  old 
farm  in  Seneca  County  and  returned  to  Sandiisk-y  wiiere  she  lived  until 
iier  death  in  1882.  Her  first  husband  was  a  Mi-.  <  ooke,  and  by  that  union 
there  was  a  son  named  William  W^ashingtou.  By  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Victor  her  eight  children  were  Mary  E.,  Caroline  M.,  Orville  James, 
Henry  Clay,  Geoi-ge  W.,  Jacob  N.,  Gertrude  H.  and  Florence  Annette. 
Miss  Florence  A.  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  now  living  in  Sandusky. 
She  is  a  well  read  woman,  an  interesting  conversationalist  on  different 
topics,  and  cherishes  the  old  recollections  and  associations  of  her  family 
with  early  times  in  Sandusky. 

Ei>w.\i{n  Leopold  Steuk.  Among  tlie  energetic  and  enterprising  Erie 
County  men  who  have  met  with  assured  success  in  the  culture  of  grapes 
is  Edward  Leopold  Steuk,  of  Sandusky,  who  has  established  an  extensive 
and  remunerative  business  in  that  line  of  industry.  A  son  of  William 
Edward  Steuk,  lie  was  born.  May  7,  1850,  in  the  Village  of  Doneuvitz, 
Province  of  Podolia,  Russia,  of  Prussian  ancestry. 

His  grandfather,  Johann  Steuk,  was  born,  bred  and  educateil  in 
Prussia.  He  learnecl  the  trade  of  cloth  maker,  and  when  the  citizens  of 
Poland  gave  special  inducements  to  manufacturers  willing  to  locate  there 
he  accepted  the  terms  offered,  he  moved  there  with  his  family.  A  few 
years  later  he  responded  to  a  similar  offer  made  by  the  citizens  of  Doneu- 
vitz, I'odolia,  Russia,  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  nuinufacture  of 
woolen  cloth  until  his  death,  in  1852.  His  wife,  whose  nuuden  name  was 
Renate  Mittelstaet,  was  born  in  Prussia,  and  died  in  1857.  They  reared 
three  eliildren,  as  follows:  William  Edwartl,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Rosalia,  who  married  Theodore  Reetz,  and  spent  her  entii'e 
life  in  Doneuvitz;  and  Johanna,  who,  after  her  immigration  to  Ohio, 
rnari'ied  Philip  Feick,  aiul  is  now  living  in  Sandusky. 

William  Edward  Steuk  was  born  in  Jastrow.  Prussia,  SeiitemlH  r  'I'.K 
ISlfi.  As  soon  as  he  had  completed  his  school  life  he  began  working  in 
the  iactoi-y,  assisting  his  father  in  every  department.  Having  mastered 
tlie  details  of  the  Imsiness,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  cloth 
in  Ooneuvitz  on  his  own  account,  remaining  in  that  village  until  185.'{. 
Disposing  then  of  his   factoi'y.  he  came  with   bis  wife  ami   children  to 


528  HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

America,  the  land  of  peace  and  prosperity.  ^Making  his  way  to  Ohio, 
he  located  in  Sandusky,  which  was  then  a  small  hamlet,  mueh  of  the 
territory  now  included  within  the  city  limits  being  covered  with  brush 
or  timber.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  invested  in  land,  buying  a  tract 
at  the  corner  of  Market  and  Decatur  streets,  and  one  on  Adams  Street. 
On  the  Market  Street  property  there  stood  a  grocery,  which  his  wife 
subsequently  managed,  while  he  embarked  in  the  clothing  business  on 
Water  Street.  The  latter  venture  proved  a  failure,  all  of  his  ready 
money  being  swept  away  in  a  comparatively  short  time.  In  trying  to 
decide  what  he  should  next  do  to  retrieve  his  losses,  he  perceived  that 
grape  culture  was  a  success  on  the  nearby  islands,  and  decided  to  try 
it.  Selling  his  Adams  Street  land,  he  bought  a  tract  lying  t\vo  miles 
out,  on  the  Venice  Road,  and  began  the  raising  of  grape  roots.  Meeting 
with  signal  success  in  his  undertakings,  he  there  started  a  winery,  and 
began  the  manufacture  of  native  wine,  thus  establishing  the  business 
now  carried  on  by  his  son  Edward,  and  was  thus  employed  until  his 
death,  September  4,  1876. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  William  Edward  Steuk  was  Johanna 
Straese.  She  was  born  in  Osarkow,  Poland,  in  1823,  coming  of  (icniian 
ancestry,  and  died,  November  21,  1894,  in  Erie  County.  She  reared 
four  of  her  seven  children,  as  follows :  Matilda  Henrietta,  born  March 
26,  1843;  Huldah  Amelia,  born  February  7,  1845;  Edward  L.,  the 
subject  of  this  brief  sketch;  and  Adelaide  jMargaret,  born  June  13,  1854. 

But  three  years  old  when  brought  bj'  his  parents  to  Sandusk.y. 
Edward  Leopold  Steuk  was  educated  in  the  piiblic  schools,  and  as  a  boy 
and  youth  assisted  his  father  in  his  horticultural  labors.  Interested  in 
the  work,  he  soon  became  familiar  with  its  details,  and  in  1874  was 
admitted  to  partnership  with  his  father,  and  is  now  sole  proprietor  of 
the  entire  business,  which  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Mr.  Steuk 's 
winery  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Market  and  Decatur  streets,  on  land 
which  has  been  owned  liy  the  Steuk  family  for  upwards  of  three  score 
years. 

]Mr.  Steuk  married,  in  1881,  Julia  Harms.  Her  father,  Louis  Harms, 
was  the  pioneer  grape  grower  at  Put  in  Bay,  where  he  was  establi.sheil 
for  a  few  years,  but  later  went  to  Euclid,  a  suburb  of  Cleveland,  where 
he  planted  the  first  vineyard  of  that  locality,  it  being  now  operated  by 
his  son,  Mrs.  Steuk 's  brother. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steuk  have  three  children,  namely :  William,  Ludwig, 
who  has  relieved  his  father  of  the  iiinna^viiicnf  of  thi'  winery;  Elmer 
Carl;  and  Edward  Frederick.  Willinm  1..  nun'rird  Edith  Sdinltz.  True 
to  the  religion  in  which  he  was  rearcil,  .Mr.  Stciik  is  a  valued  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  has  reared  his  children  in  the  same  faith. 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Ch.^rles  B.  Lockwood.  One  of  the  oldest  business  men  .still  in 
active  work  at  Sandusky  is  Charles  B.  Lockwood,  who  was  for  many 
years  connected  with  the  railroad  interests  of  Northern  Ohio,  has  also 
been  extensively  interested  in  manufacturing,  and  for  about  twent.^• 
years  has  been  proprietor  of  a  large  box  factory  in  Sandusky.  He 
represents  a  family  which  has  been  identified  with  Northern  Ohio  for 
fully  a  century,  and  one  which  was  early  settled  in  the  northeastern 
colonies. 

Charles  B.  Lockwood  was  born  at  what  is  known  as  Plaster  Beds  in 
Ottawa  County,  Ohio.  His  father  was  William  Brown  Lockwood,  and 
his  grandfather  Samiiel  Mills  Lockwood,  From  the  history  of  the  Lock- 
wood  family  in  America  published  by  Frederick  A.  Ilolden  and  E. 
Dunbar  Lockwood,  the  following  information  concerning  the  family  is 
condensed  in  proper  form  for  this  article.     The  founder  of  the  family  in 
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Aiiierica  was  Robert  Lockwood,  a  native  of  England,  who  eaiiic  to  tliis 
fountry  in  1630  and  located  at  Watertown,  Massachusetts.  There  he 
and  his  wii'e  Susanna  spent  the  rest  of  tlieir  days.  The  next  in  line  was 
their  son  Gershoiu  Lockwood,  who  married  Lady  Ann  Millington, 
daughter  of  Lord  Millington  of  England.  They  lived  in  Greenwich, 
Connecticut.  The  next  in  line  was  their  son  Joseph,  whose  sou  Joseph 
married  Charity  Knapp,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Jared  Lockwood. 
Jaretl  Lockwood,  the  great-grandfather  of  Charles  1?.,  served  as  sergeant 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  had  int^iestini;-  record  as  a  soldier 
which  can  be  found  in  the  pages  of  tlic  lamily  i;cuealogy  above  men- 
tioned. Sergt.  Jared  Lockwood  married  iictsry  Skilding.  From  Con- 
necticut they  removed  to  Albany,  New  York,  where  they  spent  the  rest 
of  their  lives.  Betsey  survived  her  husband,  and  for  several  yeai-!;  was 
a  pensioner. 

Samuel   ilills   Lorkw I.    L'l-andfather  of   Charles   B.,   was  born    in 

Connecticut  Jaiuuny  i'--.  17^7.  lived  a  number  of  years  in  Albany,  New 
York,  and  from  tlial  fit,\-  si  arte.  I  to  the  West  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
War  of  1S12,  about  1S16,  and  with  wagons  and  teams  crossed  New  York 
and  arriving  in  Ohio  located  on  the  Peninsula  of  Ottawa  Comity.  He 
had  come  to  Ohio  as  agent  for  the  sale  of  "fire  lauds"  and  surveyed  and 
sold  most  of  the  district  in  Danbury  and  Portage  townships.  He  built  a 
substantial  stone  house  in  that  section  which  is  still  standing  and  is 
owned  and  occupied  by  his  descendants.  Samuel  j\1.  Lockwood  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  Doughty  and  his  second  was  her 
sister  Gertrude  Doughty.  Their  father.  Samuel  Doughty,  was  a  civil 
engineer,  and  surveyed  a  large  pai't  of  New  York  City,  where  he  lived 
and  died. 

William  Brown  Lockwood,  who  was  liorn  in  Albany,  New  Y'ork,  in 
1811,  was  five  years  of  age  when  the  family  came  to  Ohio.  He  attended 
some  of  the  primitive  schools  of  Ottawa  County,  and  in  early  life  fol- 
lowed farmiiiu',  Icax  in'.:  that  occupation  to  liecome  a  partner  with  George 
B.  Smith,  under  (he  name  Lockwood  &  Smith,  engaged  in  the  operation 
of  plaster  beds  for  a  number  of  years  in  Ottawa  County.  In  1850  he 
came  to  Sandusky  and  bought  the  Bay  City  Flour  Jlills,  which  at  that 
time  had  a  capacity  of  125  barrels  of  flour  per  day.  This  mill  was 
under  his  management  a  few  years,  after  which  he  became  associated 
with  L.  S.  Hubbard  in  the  grain  business,  later  was  with  Thornton  & 
Fitzhugh,  and  still  later  for  a  number  of  years  was  in  the  grain  trade 
by  himself.     He  continued  to  live  at  Sandiiskv  imiil  his  death  in  1892 

at  the  age  of  eighty-two.     William   Kinun   \.ork^^ 1  nad   Sarah  A. 

Hyde,  who  died  December  25,  Cliiistmas  Day,  lS(i."i.  She  reared  five 
children,  whose  names  were  Mary,  Lane,  Sarah,  Charles  B.  and  Kate. 
The  daughter  Sarah  married  a  Mr.  Deyo,  while  Kate  married  Lawivnce 
Hastings. 

Charles  B.  Lockwood  spent  his  boyhood  and  early  youth  in  the 
locality  known  as  Plaster  iieds  in  Ottawa  Couuty,  attended  country 
schools  there,  and  finished  his  education  in  Sandusky.  His  has  been  a 
long  and  active  liusiness  career,  and  faithfulness  and  hard  work  have 
accomplished  in  liis  case  the  usual  rewards.  On  leaving  school  he  became 
bookkeeper  for  F.  T.  Barney  at  the  Bay  City  Flour  Mills.  A  few  months 
later  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Mad  River  Railroad  Company,  and 
continued  in  the  railroad  ])usiness  with  this  company  and  its  successors 
as  clerk,  agent  and  general  freight  agent  for  a  period  of  twenty-three 
years.  He  was  then  agent  for  the  Mitlland  Line  for  one  year,  resigning 
that  place  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  sulky  plows  for  one  year. 
He  then  accepted  the  position  of  auditor  of  the  L  B.  &  AV.  Railway,  and 
after  this  return  to  railway  service  continued  from  1885  to  1890."  Two 
years  after  his  resignation  from  the  office  of  auditiu-  he  spent  as  sei-retary 
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of  the  Sandusky  Tool  Company,  and  since  that  time  has  been  engaged  in 
the  box  manufacturing  business,  having  operated  a  large  plant  with 
steady  success  for  the  last  twenty-two  years. 

lu  October,  1S66,  Charles  B.  Lockwood  married  I\Iariou  C.  Pierce. 
She  was  born  in  Dalton,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of  William  M.  and 
Lucinda  Pierce,  and  her  death  occun-ed  in  1907.  Mr.  Lockwood  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864,  and  continued 
to  vote  the  republican  ticket  until  1884,  at  which  time  he  became  an 
indejiendent  in  polities.  Since  youth  he  has 
in  si)ite  of  this  handieajD  has  been  an  unusua 
(.)ii  account  of  this  defect  he  was  not  accf|i 
war,  but  was  a  member  of  a  lioiiic  ^uard 
Loyaf  Legion.  Outside  of  business  Ins  .'hi.  I  d 
and  he  has  owned  several  nolaljlc  sail  ami  | 
thrill  ill  (liflVr.'iit  rc;aaltas  and  lioat  races,  has 
and  aiNinm  his  ti'dplii.'s  has  loving  cups  and  a 
arrmiiii  (if  his  iiitcivsi  anil  activity  in  boating 
is  faiinliarly  known  among  his  friends  and 
Lockwood. 

Lane  Lockwood  was  born  April  22,  1838,  in  Ottawa  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  a  son  of  W.  B.  and  Sarah  (Hyde)  Lockwood.  W.  B.  Lockwood 
was  boru  at  Albany,  New  York,  and  in  early  life  came  to  Ottawa  Count.w 
where  he  entered  upon  a  raiii  r  in  which  he  was  engaged  in  various  pur- 
suits, all  connected  with  th.'  nsinji-  commercial  and  industrial  intei-ests 
of  this  rapidly  advanciiii;  |iarl  of  Ohio.  One  of  his  earliest  ventures 
was  in  mining  gj-psum.  In  185U  Mr.  Lorkwnnd  tonk  up  liis  rrsidmi/e 
at  Sandusky,  where  he  entered  the  mercaniih'  hu^iiiis.s.  His  i'niTi;-ies 
also  found  an  outlet  in  shipping,  operatin*;'  a  liiu-  oi"  Imais  mi  ihr  hay  and 
Great  Lakes.  He  took  an  inlriTst  also  in  |iiihlic  affairs,  was  active  in 
politics  and  at  one  tinic  sirvcd  as  aiiditm-  nf  Ottawa  County.  In  early 
life  a  whig,  when  the  rcpuMiran  party  was  founded  he  joined  that  organ- 
ization and  remained  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  grand  old 
,  party  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  the  father  of  five  children, 
of  whom  four  are  living.  Lane  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

Lane  Lockwood  was  reared  in  Ottawa  County,  where  he  received  a 
somewhat  limited  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  when  the  Civil 
war  came  on  joined  an  Ohio  regiment  of  volunteer  infantry  and  served 
under  the  flag  of  the  Union.  He  was  paymaster's  clerk  several  months 
and  served  100  days  in  1864.  In  1867  he  began  his  banking  career, 
which  extended  over  a  period  of  fortv  years,  and  this  line  of  ciideavor 

continued  1 Tupy  liis  laln.rs  ami  abiliiy  luilil  tlie  time  „f  liis  ivtire- 

ment.  Ur  was  assistant  |.iisl  mastm-  I'm-  ahmit  six  yrars.  .Mr.  Lm-kwood 
was  a  meiiilier  of  Ihr  Sandusky  lliianl  of  K,lu.-atioii  tni-  ei-h1  yi-ars. 
Kratenially  he  is  well  known  in  Ma.smiiy,  haviii-'  -nm'  thrmi-li  all  the 
.Masmiir  liiiilies  up  to  and  includini;-  tlir  .■iiiiimanilii\  .  llr  has  always 
taken  an  interest  in  his  old  army  comrailrs  ami  is  a  iiiemher  uf  .Mi-.Means 
Po.st  No.  Ifll,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  was  ad.iutant  hve  years.  His  tirst 
presidential  vote  M'as  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  supported  the  candidates  and  policies  of  the  republican  party. 

On  November  23,  1864,  Mr.  Loekwond  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  P.  Gill  of  Ottawa  County,  and  the  rhililivn  born  to  this  union  are 
as  follows:  Mrs.  Louise  L.  Crawford,  Alls,  .\iina  G.  Fyffe  and  Miss 
Mary  Ruth  Lockwood. 

DeLos  C.  Ransom.  ]\Iore  than  ninety  years  have  gone  since  the  Ran- 
som family  first  became  established  in  Erie  County,  Ohio.  The  worl^ 
and  influence  of  several  generations  have  entered  into  the  fabric  of 
present  day  civilization,  and  as  farmers,  business  men,  soldiers  and  all 
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ai-ouiid  good  citizens  tliey  have  played  a  most  honorable  part.  DeLos 
C.  Kausom,  who  has  for  many  years  been  identified  with  the  real  estate 
busiiifss  in  Sandusky,  is  a  native  of  Erie  County,  enlistetl  from  this  county 
for  a  long-  and  active  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
folhjwfd  farming  before  iiis  removal  to  Sandusky. 

DeLos  C.  Ransom  was  born  in  I'erkiiis  'J'ou  nsliip  of  Erie  County, 
August  28,  18i0.  He  is  the  great-gram  I  son  of  .J..s,ph  Ransom,  wlio  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  and  with  the  ConHicihiit  sl.iir  troops  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  was  wounded  in  the  battle  at  Saratoga.  Late 
in  life  he  followed  some  of  his  childi'en  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and 
lived  with  liis  son  in  P]ldridge  Township,  in  what  is  now  Herlin  Township 
of  Erie  County.  After  a  few  years  this  old  soldier  and  his  cousin  Jolin 
embarked  on  a  sail  vessel  from  Huron  with  the  intention  of  visiting 
Connecticut.  After  the  boat  left  port  nothing  was  ever  heard  of  it 
nor  its  crew  and  passengers.  The  wife  of  tlie  okl  Revolutionary  veteran 
survived  liiiu  several  \ears  and  was  huided  on  llie  Wood  farm  in  Berlin 
Township. 

Tlie  gi-andfatlier  of  DeLos  C.  Ransom  was  Russell  Ransom,  who  was 
liorn  in  Connecticut,  and  in  1823,  with  wife  and  children,  came  out  to 
Ohio.  The  trij)  was  made  overland  with  teams  and  wagons,  and  they 
were  a  month  on  the  way,  camping  out  by  the  roadside  or  stopping  at 
tile  inns  which  flanked  all  the  roads  of  overland  travel  in  those  days. 
.Vri-iving  in  what  is  now  Erie  Country  he  bought  land  in  Berlin  Township. 
It  was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  forest  and  his  fii'st  w^ik  was  to  put 
ui)  a  log  cabin.  After  that  he  began  clearing  otf  tlir  tiv,s  :nu\  put  in  a 
ei'op  among  the  stumps.  As  is  well  known  to  histoiacal  stiKh'nIs,  this 
section  of  Northern  Ohio  was  still  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness,  and 
tlie  ]iioiieers  found  abundant  supplies  for  their  table  in  the  wild  game 
wliicli  \\'as  rverywhere  in  the  woods  and  along  the  streams.  Russell 
Ransom  in  tiiin-  h,id  rlrared  up  a  lai-i;-.'  trad  oT  huid,  replaced  the  old  log 
liouse  with  a  Mili^-iaiil  i.il  rraiiic  liiiildiii-'.  ami  li\r,l  tliere  until  his  death 
at  tlie  age  of  rmhiy  \v;irs,  his  wilV  having  pi-c-cded  him  to  the  better 
land.  Her  iiiaidrii  name  was  Wickiiam.  Tlieir  nine  children  were  named 
Isaac  W..  :\litcliell,  Diodot.  Henry,  Asa,  Frederick,  Lydia,  Harriet  and 
Lois.  When  the  Ransom  family  first  settled  in  Northern  Ohio  there  was 
])ractically  no  nnirkt  t  I'm-  tiiaiii.  Most  of  the  settlers  raised  their  own 
l>rovisions.  and  for  sii|.|.li.s  ilmt  could  not  be  gro\\^l  on  their  own  land 
or  found  in  the  woods  tliry  jiaiil  by  raising  live  stock,  which  was  driven 
to  distant 'markets.  The  opening  of  bctfrr  i-nnniiunication  between  the 
west  and  the  eastern  markets  tlirougii  tlic  cnnii.l.'tion  of  the  Erie  Canal 
about  1825  made  the  raising  of  grain  pi-dlitablr.  and  after  that  the  Ran- 
soms and  other  agricultural  settlers  in  Northern  Ohicj  began  to  prosper. 

Isaac  Ransom,  father  of  DeLos*  C,  was  Iiorn  in  Connecticut  iii  1814, 
and  was  about  nine  years  of  age  when  be  came  out  to  Ohio  with  the  other 
members  of  the  family.  Though  a  boy  of  tender  years  he  accomplished 
almost  the  entire  journey  on  foot.  After  reaching  maturity  he  secured 
a  Iract  of  land  in  Perkins  Township,  erected  a  log  house  with  only  a  small 
window  to  let  in  light  and  air.  He  had  the  usual  experiences  of  the 
pioneer  of  the  '30s  and  '40.s,  and  with  his  own  toil  and  the  aid  of  his 
ehildren  cleared  up  a  good  farm.  In  time  his  prosperity  was  measured 
liy  the  erection  of  a  fine  brick  house  with  suitalile  farm  buildings,  and 
he  lived  there  until  his  deatli  on  February  22,  1888.  Isaac  Ransom 
married  ^Mary  Wright.  She  was  born  at  Fishkill,  New  York,  in  1818 
and  died  January  If),  1897.  Her  father  was  Ben.iamin  Wright,  wlio  was 
born  in  Fislikill."  New  York,  and  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  He 
came  to  Ohio  about  1830,  settling  in  what  is  now  Berlin  Townshii)  of 
Erie  County,  where  he  liouglit  land  and  imi)roved  a  farm  and  lived  there 
until  his  death  at  tlie  age  of  eighty-eight.  Benjamin  Wright  married  a 
Miss  Baker,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Fishkill  and  wiio  died  before  her 
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Lusbaud.  Isaac  Rausoiu  and  wife  reared  two  sons:  DeLos  C.  auil 
George  A.  The  latter  died  at  tlie  age  of  fifty  years,  leaving  two  sons 
named  Ross  Uelos  and  Webster  Hamilton.  These  boys  at  the  time  of 
their  father's  death  were  aged  twelve  and  ten  respectively,  and  after  that 
were  reared  in  the  home  of  their  uncle,  DeLos  Ransom,  who  was  their 
guardian  and  looked  after  their  interests  and  welfare  until  they  were 
independent  and  self-supporting. 

DeLos  C.  Ransom  attended  tlie  country  schools  of  Perkins  Township, 
and  in  1860  graduated  from  the  Sandusky  High  School.  After  that  lie 
taught  for  a  time  in  the  old  schoolhouse  near  the  brick  church  in  Perkins 
Township,  during  the  winter  of  1860-61,  his  wages  being  a  dollar  a  day, 
and  as  was  the  custom  of  the  time,  "boarding  around"  with  the  various 
families  who  were  patrons  of  the  school.  The  quiet  pursuits  of  civil  life 
were  interrupted  by  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  in  August,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Ohio 
Infantry.  He  went  south  with  this  regiment,  and  was  with  it  in  its 
campaigns,  marches  and  battles.  The  regiment  was  captured  June  15, 
1863,  and  for  a  short  time  Mr.  Ransom  boarded  with  Jeff  Davis  at  Libby 
Prison  in  Richmond.  ^Vfter  being  paroled  he  was  detailed  as  clerk  at 
brigade  headquarters,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Lee,  and  only 
a  few  rods  from  the  "Lane  House"  where  Grant  and  Lee  met  and 
arranged  terms  of  surrender.  He  witnessed  the  stirring  scenes  at  Ap- 
pomattox, when  the  Confederate  soldiers  were  disbanded  and  started  for 
their  lioiiics.  stripped  of  their  arms  but  loaded  with  provisions  given 
them  l)y  I'lnlr  S^nii.  The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Ohio  Regi- 
ment ren  ivfd  sprrial  praise  in  a  report  from  General  Grant,  in  which 
it  was  said  that  this  small  ag^-repation  of  troops,  comprising  600  men. 
including  a  portion  of  the  Oiu'  lluiidicd  and  Twenty-third  Ohio  and 
Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania,  hii<l  iiillidiMl  a.  loss  upon  the  enemy  of  mori' 
than  their  entire  number,  ilr.  Ransom  was  lionnralily  discliars'i'd  in 
June,  1865,  and  after  his  return  to  Erie  ('(ninty  lu'rainr  assdciatcd  \\itli 
his  brother  George  in  managing  the  old  iKmicsti'ad.  Sini-r  isTT  .Mi'. 
Ransom  lias  lived  in  Sandusky,  and  has  transacted  a  large  aggregate  of 
business  in  real  estate  lines.  He  was  a  member  of  plating  commission  of 
Sandusky  for  two  years  which  was  its  length  of  existence. 

On  December  24,  1869,  he  married  Caroline  Taylor,  who  was  born 
March  24,  1839,  a  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Martha  (Akins)  Taylor. 
Nelson  Taylor  was  a  farmer  of  Perkins  Township  and  served  as  a  member 
of  one  of  the  early  boards  of  commissioners  of  the  r-nunty.  .>frs.  Ransom 
died  October  6,  1901.  Mr.  Ransom  is  affiliated  willi  :\Ir.Mrri;  -,  I'osi  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  has  always  stood  lii-li  m  Craiid 
Army  circles  and  in  the  general  business  and  social  life  of  his  iiuuie  city. 

The  engraving  accompanying  this  article  pictures  the  home  life  of 
Caroline  Taylor  Ransom  and  DeLos  C.  Ransom.  He  has  two  serial 
stories  (partly  read  to  her  in  her  la.st  sickness)  to  have  her  hear  him 
finish  in  that  land  of  wholly  happy  intellectual  companionship  in  wliicli 
he  soon  hopes  to  rejoin  her. 

Loins  W.  Herbel.  A  resident  of  Erie  County  from  the  time  of  his 
birth  to  the  present,  Mr.  Herbel  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  sterling  German 
families  that  was  here  founded  more  than  sixty  years  ago,  and  like  his 
father  he  has  stood  exponent  of  productive  industry,  steadfast  int.-mitx 
and  loyal  citizenship.  Since  March,  1913,  he  has  held  the  responsilile 
and  exacting  office  of  superintendent  of  th(^  Erie  County  Infirmary,  and 
his  administration  has  been  marked  by  ciivumsiMM-tioii.  excellent  execu^ 
tive  policies,  careful  attention  to  all  details  cins^ix  ing  economy,  and 
kindlv  consideration  for  the  unfortunate  wards  entrusted  to  him  and  to 


HISTORY  OF  EKIP:  COUNTY  533 

liis  devoted  wife,  wlio  is  the  nialron  of  the  institution,  both  being  held 
in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  tliein. 

ilr.  Herbel  was  born  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  this  eounty,  on  the 
10th  of  ^May,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Weier)  Herbel, 
both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  Ger- 
many, a  district  that  has  contrilmlcd  ;iii  ;i|i|iiiri:ili]c  quota, to  the  popula- 
tion of  this  favored  section  of  the  I'.iickcxc  Si.itr.  -lohn  Herbel  continued 
his  residence  in  the  German  fathiTl:iiiil  until  l^.'iii,  when  he  immigrated 
with  his  wife  and  their  children  to  tiic  United  States,  the  long  and  weary 
v()\age  having  been  made  on  a  sailing  vessel  of  the  type  common  to  that 
day.  They  landed  in  the  port  of  New  York  City  and  soon  aftiiwavd 
made  tiieir  way  to  Ohio.  For  a  short  time  they  I'csidcd  in  Saiulusky. 
which  rity  was  then  a  mere  village,  and  then  the  fathn-  cst.ililislird  the 
family  jjome  in  Milan  Village,  in  which  place  he  resided  ten  yeais  and 
was  employed  as  head  sawyer  in  the  Samuel  I\Ierry  saw  mills.  On  Sep- 
tendier  4,  1864,  he  was  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  E  of  the  179th 
Ohio  Infantry  and  .served  ten  months,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
received  an  honorable  discharge  on  June  27,  1865.  He  then  became  the 
owner  of  a  farm  in  Oxford  Township,  and  on  this  homestead  both  he  and 
Ins  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  he  having  passed  away  on 
the  1st  of  lAIay,  1890,  and  his  devoted  companion  having  followed  him 
to  eternal  rest  twenty-two  years  later. 

Louis  \V.  Hei-bel  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Oxford 
Township  and  has  not  failed  in  later  years  to  profit  fully  from  the  lessons 
gained  under  the  direction  of  the  wise  head-master,  experience.  He 
became  one  of  the  progressive  and  successful  farmers  of  Oxford  Town- 
ship, where  he  continued  his  operations  for  a  term  of  many  years.  He 
then  removed  to  the  City  of  Sandusky,  which  has  represented  his  home 
during  the  intervening  years,  and  in  him  the  people  of  the  county  have 
found  a  most  able  and  popular  incumbent  of  the  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  eounty  infirmary,  which  is  situated  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  city.  Tn  jtolitics  Mr.  Herber  accords  unswerving  alle- 
giance to  tile  demoeratic  party  and  he  has  been  active  as  a  worker  in  its 
local  ranks. 

On  the  11  til  of  January,  1SS2,  was  solemnized  tbe  marriage  of  Mr. 
Herbel  to  Miss  Louisa  11.  Keller,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Keller, 
of  i\rilan  Township,  and  tiie  one  cliild  of  this  union  is  Fred  J.,  who  .still 
resides  in  Sandusky. 

Ci..\nK.\ci-;  DooLiTTi.E  1'kck.  D.  D.  S.  Tlie  leading  dentists  of  Erie 
County  have  no  more  worthy  repi'esentative  than  Clarence  1).  Peck  of 
Sandusky,  who  has  won  for  himself  a  prominent  and  honored  luime  in 
|irol'<'ssionMl  circles,  and  is  widely  known  as  secretai-y  of  the  Northern 
Oldo  Dental  Association.  He  was  born  in  Streetsboro  Township,  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Rufus  Henry  and  Amerza  (Doolittle)  Peck.  His 
nmther  was  tlie  second  wife  of  his  father,  whose  first  marriage  was  to 
Saraii  Lappin. 

(ileainng  his  first  knowledge  of  the  connnon  branches  of  study  in  the 
[)ui)lic  scliools  of  his  native  township.  Clarence  D.  Peck  subseepiently 
attended  the  Kent  High  School.  Leaving  that  institution  he  learned  the 
business  of  good  cheese  and  butter  making,  and  for  several  years  was 
foreman  of  his  father's  cheese  factory  and  creamery.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  assumed  charge  of  the  district  school  in  which  his  father 
had  lirst  taught.  His  natui'al  tastes  and  aptitude  leading  him  to  choose 
a  |ir(iiessi(inal  career,  he  subsequently  entered  the  dental  department  of 
the  I  niveisity  of  .Michigan,  and  was  gradnate<l  with  the  class  of  1881. 
iieturning  to  Oiiio,  Dr.  Peck  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
.Malt ins  l''<rry  for  a  year,  and  then  settled  in  Sandusky,  where  he  has 
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sineo  remained.  He  has  been  successful  from  the  start,  winning-  a  nutc- 
worthy  position  in  the  community  not  only  as  a  skillful  dentist  but  ;is  a 
popular  and  esteemed  citizen. 

Dr.  Peck  married  June  18,  1895,  Jennie  Farwell.  who  was  born  in 
Sandusky,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Jonathan  Walter  and  Cordelia  Ann 
(Till)  Parwell.  The  only  daiiiihtci-  liorn  of  the  union  of  Dr.  and  :\Irs. 
Peek,  a  beautiful  girl,  namrd  K.itli.i  in,.,  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 

Dr.  Peck  belongs  to  nuninous  (H'lianizations,  being  a  member  of  the 
Ohio  State  Dental  Association,  of  tlie  Northern  Ohio  Dental  Association, 
the  oldest  dental  organization  in  existence,  having  been  formed  in  1857, 
and  of  which  he  has  been  secretary  for  nine  years.  For  twelve  yeai's  lie 
was  a  iiiniiliiT  of  Company  B  of  the  16th  Ohio  National  Guard,  -and  dur- 
ing lliat  lime  sciviil  in  consecutive  order  as  private,  corporal,  sergeant, 
tii'st  scrgraiit,  sci-iiiid  lieutenant  and  first  lieutenant.  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  rifle  practice  of  the  state,  and  participated  with  a  team  from 
Company  B  against  other  teams  from  his  regiment  and  from  other  regi- 
ments in  various  rifle  contests.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Science 
Lodge  No.  50,  Free  and  Accepted  IMasons,  and  both  lie  and  Jlrs.  Peck 
belong  to  Eleanor  Chapter  No.  831,  Order  of  the  Kastci'u  Star,  I'.oth 
are  likewise  members  of  Grace  Episcopal  Churcli. 

Ch.vrles  Graefe,  Jl.  1).  A  distinguished  physiciaji  and  surgeon  of 
Sandlisky,  Ohio,  Charles  Graefe,  M.  D.,  has  not  only  gained  marked 
jirestige  in  his  profession,  but  is  widely  known  as  a  progressiv(?  and 
])ul>lic-spirited  citizen,  and  a  man  of  ability  and  integrity.  He  has 
invented  several  devices  that  are  quite  generally  used  in  surgery,  and 
has  been  (piite  an  exten.sive  writer,  contribi;ting  articles  of  much  interest 
t(i  \-,: I  inns  iiiagazines  and  periodicals.  A  native  of  Sandusky,  he  was 
lidiii  .laiuiaiy  10,  1859.  being  a  son  of  Dr.  Philip  and  Dorothea  (Kranz) 
Graefe,  of  whom  a  brief  sl<etrii  may  be  fiuiiid  elsewlieie  in  1liis  work. 

Springing  from  a  family  neled  Inr  its  meiital  attaiiimmts,  many  of 
its  members  having  wmi  ilistiie-t  inn  in  literary  ami  ]ir(it'essi(nial  circles, 
and  being  the  son  of  an  able  physician  and  surgeon.  Charles  Graefe  com- 
menced life  under  very  favorable  circumstances.  Obtaining  his  rudi- 
mentary education  in  the  Sandusky  schools,  he  continued  his  studies  at 
Oberlin  College.  In  the  meantime  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine 
with  his  father,  and  later  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wooster,  where  he  was  graduated  with  high  lienors  in  1880. 
He  suliseqiiently  received  a  diploma  from  the  Western  Reserve  College, 
in  ('lex'elaiid,  after  which,  in  order  to  further  advance  his  professional 
knowliilge.  Dr.  Graefe  spent  three  years  in  Europe,  taking  a  i)raelieal 
coursi'  of  training  in  the  hospitals  at  Heidelberg,  Leipsie,  and  Vieiuia. 
Returning  then  to  Sandusky,  his  mind  broadened  and  intellect  quick- 
ened;  not  only  by  extensive  travel  and  intelligent  stuch-.  but  through 
contact  with  men  of  sn])ei-i()r  aliility  and  talent,  lie  at  onei'  entered  upon 
a  practice  which  he  has  sinre  siieic^^fnll}  '-ontinned.  beinu'  ii.nv  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  and  sin-enns  nf  tliis  s.-.-iinii  ef  llie  state. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote,  in  1884,  for  (irover  Cleveland. 
the  Doctor  has  been  preminently  identified  with  the  democratic  luirty.  in 
1902  being  his  party's  eandidale  for  state  senator.  For  twelve  years  he 
was  president  of  tlie  Sandusky  Hoard  of  Education.  At  the  time  of  his 
election  to  that  important  office  there  was  a  school  indebtedness  of 
$100.0(;0,  and  during  bis  term  of  service  not  onlv  was  the  entire  indebt- 
edness paid,  but  three  fine  schoolhonsi's  were  erected  and  e(|uipin'd. 

Dr.  Graefe  is  a  member  of  the  Ki'ie  CoiiniN  .\ledieal  Seeiety:  of  the 
Ohio  State  Medical  Society :  of  the  Ainenean  .\ledieal  Assneiatinn -.  of  the 
North  West  Ohio  Jledical  Association,  whieii  he  served  as  iiresident  in 
1896 ;  and  is  Fellow  of  the  American  College  of  Surgery. 
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In  1891  Dr.  Graefe  married  ('atliiriiif  Dorn,  a  daughter  of  John 
I'liilip  and  Margaret  (Kern)  Dorii.  Tliifi'  children  have  blessed  the 
union  of  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Graefe,  namel\- :  Carl  F.,  Catherine,  and  Elza. 
Mrs.  Graefe  is  a  very  accomplished  vocalist  and  graduated  in  Cincinnati 
from  the  Conservatoiy  of  Music  and  studied  for  two  years  in  Berlin. 
Slic  takes  part  in  most  of  the  musical  events  in  her  home  city.  She  is 
a  nicmhi-r  of  the  library  board  and  a  iiicmbcr  of  tlie  advisory  hoard  (jf 
the  (iood  Samaritan  Hospital. 

J.vMEs  D.  P.VRKER.  On  January  18,  1915,  James  D.  Parker  passed 
from  the  scenes  of  his  labors  in  Erie  County,  but  the  memory  of  his  pure 
life,  his  man>-  bcncfai-tidiis  and  his  Idiidly  drcds  still  remains.    A  man  of 

sterling  chararicr,  In'  wjn  h aMc  in  luiMiirss,  stanch  in  his  friendships, 

sincere  in  his  nli^iijiis  |inir.-.s>iwiis  and  tiih  tn  every  trust,  and  probably 
no  man  lias  f\rr  livetl  in  Tcrkins  Tounvliip  whose  death  caused  more 
general  iv^ivl  and  a  sense  of  gi-ealcr  rom  munit  \    Idss. 

Janics  1).  I'ai-ker  was  born  lU'ar  .Miiniiir\  illc,  Huron  County,  Ohio, 
February  17,  1<S50,  and  was  nearly  sixiy-lixr  wais  of  age  at  his  death. 
His  parents  were  Joshua  and  Jane  <  l-'ian'is  I'aik.i-,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  England  and  were  of  sulistanlial  lln^lisli  stock.  They  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Huron  Couiitv.  and  for  many  vears  lived  at 
-Monroeville. 

•lames  1).  Parker  grew  uj)  near  that  village,  and  his  primary  educa- 
tion came  from  flu-  puhlii-  s.-honls,  iin-lndiny-  the  ;\Ionroeville  High  School. 
When  in  his  rii^iit.  .■ntli  y.ai-  lir  wmt  tn  Sandusky  and  for  a  time  was  a 
student  in  tin-  nld  Kmk.'M'  i'.nsincss  (dll.-i;,-  in  that  city.  Here  there 
came  in  evidence  a  quality  which  was  manifested  frequently  in  his 
maturer  years.  That  was  an  ability  not  only  to  comprehend  but  to  make 
others  understand  the  knowledge  which  was  so  clear  in  his  own  mental 
channels.  Tie  bccanic  an  inslruct<ir  in  the  liusiness  college,  and  subse- 
quently bought  till'  sciiddl  anil  iMiiiduiti'd  it  as  its  proprietor  imtil  1875, 
when  on  accminl  of  ill  hcaltli  lir  was  dliliuvd  to  s.'ll  nut. 

Followint;-  this  Imsini'ss  csiiriii'iirc  .Mr.  Parker  moved  to  a  farm  in 
Perkins  Townslii|).  luratinu'  mi  what  is  known  as  Yankee  Street,  and  was 
profitably  en<;ai;iM|  in  i;rnriid  aj:riridt lire  there  for  six  years.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  merciiandising.  and  bouuht  tin-  uvneral  store  at 
the  little  Village  of  Bogart,  and  was  the  suci-csslnl  iniiinietor  and  the 
genial  merchant  at  that  point  for  more  than  t\\iiii.\  yiais,  until  1902. 
It  was  only  a  logical  expression  of  his  character  that  in  his  work  as  a 
merchant  he  should  be  known  for  a  strict  integrity  and  high  staiulard 
of  commercial  methods,  which  governed  all  his  transactions.  lie  had  a 
large  trade,  and  his  customei-s  were  constant  in  their  patronaiiv.  IFc 
also  served  as  postmaster  of  Bogart  fourteen  years,  and  in  IS!)"  sncccrdcd 
Thomas  Wood  as  supei'intendent  of  the  Sandusky.  iVIilan  and  .Xorwalk 
Electric  Railroad,  and  managed  that  interurban  line  during  1S!)7.  1S98 
and  1899.  He  was  oii(>  of  tiie  original  promotei's  of  this  railway,  which 
was  a  notable  dislinction  as  having  been  among  the  first  electric  inter- 
urban lines  in  the  I'nited  Stales. 

In    1901'    .Mr.    i'afkn-    vclired    from    mnvliandising    at    Bogart    and 

removed  to  the  Ikj wlii're  he  had  liis  residence  thirteen  years' until  his 

death.  During  that  time  lie  served  a  number  of  years  as  .justice  of  the 
peace  in  Pei'kiiis  Township  and  was  also  a  notary  public.  For  three 
years  preceding  his  death  he  was  secretary  of  the  Parmei's'  ^lutual 
Insurance  Company  of  Erie  County. 

His  part  as  a  citizen  was  characterized  by  the  utnmst  pidilic  spii-it. 
and  Ihrougiiout  his  life  he  labored  unsellishly  1o  improve  conditions  in 
his  Innne  l(>wnshi|p  and  county.     In  politics  he  was  a  rei)id)|ican.  and  was 
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of  the  Erie  County  board  of  visitors.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
Masons  of  Erie  County,  havinsr  affiliations  with  Science  Lodge  No.  50, 
F.  &  A.  M. ;  Sandusky  City  Cliapter  No.  72,  R.  A.  M. ;  Sandusky  City 
Council  No.  26,  R.  &  S.  M. :  llij.'  Comraandery  No.  23,  Knights  Templars; 

and    with    the    tliiii y-s,  ,• I    dr^-ree    of    Scottish    Rite.      The    Knights 

Templars  liad  charuv  ni  liis  liiin'i'al  services. 

Aside  fi'diii  llhs,'  \,iii.  il  iiitrivsts  ^Ir.  Parker's  enthusiasm  was  per- 
haps licsT  iii;inirrsi(d  ill  liis  ivliiiidiis  to  the  Perkins  Grange.  It  is  said 
that  his  ai/tivitifs  in  that  bodx'  would  constitute  nn  important  part  of  its 
entire  history.  He  served  for  several  yeais  ;is  ninstcr  of  the  grange,  and 
his  genial  manner  and  good  humor  brou^lil  |ilc.isiiir  to  every  gathering. 
He  exemijlified  fhroughout  his  life  a  stcilinu-  (  Inistianity.  Personally 
he  was  noted  for  his  dry  humor,  which  nlwuys  ^,i\.'  a  certain  spice  of 
interest  to  his  conversation,  but  probably  his  diniiinant  trait  was  his 
tireless  industry.  He  was  for  many  years  ideiitiliec^l  with  the  Methodist 
Church,  which  he  served  as  treasurer,  trustee  and  steward.  He  had 
iinited  with  the  Methodist  society  in  Sandusky  soon  after  his  marriage, 
and  thence  transferred  his  membership  to  the  Perkins  church  and  sur- 
rendered his  official  jjlaces  in  that  society  only  a  short  time  before  his 
death. 

Mr.  Parker  was  married  November  3,  1869,  to  Miss  Sarah  S.  Gurley, 
who  survives  him.  Mrs.  Parker  was  born  at  Avery  in  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  William  B.  and  Nancy  J.  (Stevenson)  Gurley,  her 
father  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  her  mother  also  of  New  England 
stock.  Mrs.  Parker's  grandfather  was  Rev.  William  Gurley,  one  of  the 
Methodist  pioneers  of  Ohio.  Throughout  his  career  as  a  minister  Rev. 
William  Giirley  displayed  the  enthusiasm  which  he  had  acquired  by  his 
early  associations  with  the  founder  of  ]\Iethodism,  Rev.  John  Wesley. 
Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  was  ordained  in  Ii-eland  by  this  noted  divine  and  after 
coming  to  the  new  world  located  in  Bloomingville,  Ohio,  in  1811.  He 
was  one  of  the  earlicsl  cin  nit  liders,  and  for  many  years  carried  on  his 
arduous  and  self-saciilicine  hiboi's  in  behalf  of  humanity,  and  two  of 
his  sons  followed  his  calling  in  ministry. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  were  born  five  children : 
Eva  J.,  now  deceased,  who  married  Mr.  James  Jarrett,  of  Erie  County ; 
Laura  F.,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Dr.  Jay  D.  Parker,  a  successful  and  well 
known  physician  at  Sandusky;  Mrs.  Jessie  A.,  the  wife  of  Lee  S.  Mer- 
riam,  of  Bogart,  Ohio :  and  Leila  M.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Milan  High 
School  and  lives  at  Popart  with  her  mother.  'Sir.  Parker  was  also  sur- 
vived by  two  Iniiriiroflicrs,  Charles  and  Lewis  linker,  of  Shelby,  Ohio. 
At  the  time  of  his  dcatli  there  were  also  seven  grniulcliihlii  ii.  Mrs.  Par- 
ker and  her  daughter  enjoy  the  comforts  of  a  modest  and  desirable  home 
at  Bogart,  and  are  esteemed  members  of  social  circles  in  Perkins 
Township. 

J.vMEs  D.  Parker,  M.  D.  One  of  the  leading  homoeopathic  physi- 
cians of  Sandusky,  James  D.  Parker,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Perkins  Town- 
ship, Erie  County,  Ohio,  a  son  of  James  D.  Parker,  Sr. 

Joshua  Parker,  the  Doctor's  paternal  grandfather,  was  born  and 
reared  near  Boston,  England.  Immigrating  to  America  when  young,  he 
came  directly  to  Erie  County,  settlint;-  in  the  vicinity  of  Milan.  Ohio 
was  then  but  sparsely  settled,  anil  tliriv  lieine  no  railroads  in  the  state 
Milan  Avas  a  shipping  point  for  a  hir-v  stretch  of  country,  people  living 
a  hundred  miles  distant  taking  their  surplus  products  there  to  sell  or 
exchange.  Working  for  Thomas  Butman,  his  first  employer,  a  number 
of  years,  he  saved  his  scant  earnings,  and  later  bought  a  tract  of  land 
lying  between  Norwalk  and  ^lonroeville.     On  the  farm  which  he  cleared 
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and  improved,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jane  Francis,  was  also  a  native  of  England. 

Born  on  the  home  farm  in  IIuioii  ('(niiity.  February  17,  1850,  James 
D.  Parker,  Sr.,  aetjuired  his  eleim  iiiiii>  education  in  the  rural  schools 
of  his  native  district,  afterward  cdul  iimini;  liis  studies  at  the  Monroeville 
High  School.  At  thr  ^i-,-  of  srvnitcn  yens  he  came  to  Sandusky  to 
attend  the  Buckeyi'  r.iisiii.^s  ((illrn,..  :inil  alter  studying  there  a  year 
became  a  teacher  in  ihc  iiistilutmii.  'I'wd  years  later  he  bought  out  the 
institution,  wdiich  he  conducted  successfully-  for  six  years.  Being  forced 
to  give  up  teaching  on  account  of  failing  health,  he  sold  out,  and  moved 
to  Perkins  Township,  where  he  carried  on  general  farming  until  1881. 
Disposing  of  his  land  in  that  year,  he  was  engaged  in  iih'i'cMntilc  pur- 
suits at  Bogart  until  1902,  when  he  retired  from  active  hiisiinss.  .ilthough 
he  subsequently  served  as  deputy  county  treasurer,  and  as  ilcputy  ('ounty 
auditor.  He  continued  his  residcinc  in  lIcMjait  thr  i-cmainder  of  his  life, 
dying  January  18,  1915.  He  was  n  m. mli,  i  i.f  Srit-nee  Lodge  No.  50. 
Free  and  Accepted  :\Iasons;  of  Snndiiskv  Citv  Chapter  No.  72,  Royal 
Arch  .Mas,, lis;  of  Saii.liisky  City  Cnuiieil  No.  26,  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters; lit  iM-ie  c.ii,iinii!i,|eiy  Xo.  s;.  I\  ii i-iits  Tcmplars ;  and  of  the  Toledo 
Consistniy.  He  was  a  standi  i'e]iulilii;-an  in  politics,  and  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  as  postmaster  at  Bogart. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  James  D.  Parker,  Sr.,  was  Sarah 
Gurley,  who  was  born  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  William 
D.  Gurley.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  He\-.  William  D.  Gurley,  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  County  Wixford,  Ireland,  and  there,  after 
serving  an  apprenticeship  at  the  silveismith's  trade,  was  for  a  while 
engaged  in  the  jewelry  business.  Converted,  and  ordained  as  a  preacher 
by  Jdliii  Wesley,  the  founder  of  Methodism,  he,  with  other  Protestants, 
was  iiiisei  iited  anil  imprisoned.  In  1801  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  and  after  spending  a  few  weeks  in  New  York  City  went  to  Nor- 
walk,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  for  ten 
years.  In  1811,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  five  children,  he  made  an 
overland  journey  to  Ohio,  coming  by  team  to  Erie  County.  From  his 
brother-in-law.  John  Beatty,  he  bought  land  l.ying  near  the  present  site 
of  Bliioniingville,  lu'eoiiiing  a  pioneer  of  that  section  of  the  state,  and 
the  lirsl  |ire;irher  lo  hieate  permanently  in  that  vicinity.  He  preached 
in  dilfeieiil  i>I;m  (^,  ;ivsistid  in  organizing  many  churches,  being  ever  an 
active,  faithful  wmker  in  the  Master's  vineyard.  He  died  at  his  farm 
house,  near  Spears  Corners,  his  remains  lieiim-  lai.l  to  rest  in  the  rural 
cemetery  near  Bogart.  He  married  Susan  I'.eatiy,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland,  and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  ]S|s,  the  same  year  that  he  did, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

William  D.  Gurley,  the  Doctor's  maternal  grandfather,  was  born 
July  31.  1811,  in  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  and  was  but  an  infant  wlu-n 
brought  to  Erie  County,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  amid  pioneer  scenes. 
It  is  said  that  in  1832  he  w^alked  from  Milan,  Ohio,  to  Chicago,  where 
he  found  a  very  small  village,  containing  a  fort,  five  stores,  and  six 
houses,  all  of  which  were  made  of  logs.  Returning  to  Ohio,  he  followed 
his  trade  of  a  wagonmaker  in  Perkins  Township,  and  also  engaged  in 
general  farming,  remaining  there  until  his  death,  in  189(),  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  eighty-five  years.  The  house  which  he  and  his  family  occu- 
pied was  quite  a  pretentious  structure  for  those  days,  having  l)een  built 
of  stone  in  1822.  He  married  Nanoy  Jane  Stevenson,  who  was  born  in 
Penn-sylvania  in  1817,  and  died  in  Perkins  Township  in  1880.  They 
reared  six  children,  their  daughter  Saj-ali,  the  Doctor's  mother,  being  now 
a  resident  of  Bogart.  To  lier  and  hei-  husband  four  children  were  born, 
as  follows:  Eva;  Janu's  I).,  the  special  subject  of  this  sketch;  Jessie; 
and  Leiia. 
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Completing  the  course  of  study  in  the  district  schools,  James  D.  Parker 
was  subsequently  graduated  from  the  Sandusky  High  School  with  the 
class  of  1894.  Going  then  to  Cleveland,  he  attended  lectui'es  at  the 
homoeopathic  medical  department  of  the  Ohio  State  University,  and  was 
there  graduated  in  1900  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  has  since  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Sandusky,  where  his 
professional  knowledge  and  skill  have  won  for  him  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  patronage. 

The  Doctor  belongs  to  the  leading  medical  organizations  of  the  coun- 
try, including  the  Ohio  Homoeopathic  Medical  Association;  the  Amer- 
ican Institute;  and  tlie  American  Railway  Surgeons'  Association. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Science  Lodge  No.  50,  Free  and-  Accepted 
Masons;  of  Sandusky  City  Chapter  No.  72,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  of 
Sandusky  City  Council  No.  26,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  of  Erie  Com- 
mandery  No.  23,  Knights  Templars ;  and  of  the  Toledo  Consistory. 

Dr.  Parker  married,  in  1900,  Frances  Glen  Day,  who  was  born  at 
Elmore,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Edna  Day,  and  into  the  jileasant 
home  thus  established  five  children  have  made  their  advent,  namely : 
Ruth,  Virginia,  James,  Watson,  and  Lester. 

Philip  Graefe,  M.  D.  Prominent  among  the  pioneer  physicians  of 
Erie  County  was  the  late  Philip  Graefe,  M.  D.,  who  was  for  many  years 
actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  San- 
dusky, win  ii'  iKiw.  in  linri,  two  of  his  sons.  Dr.  William  Graefe  and  Dr. 
Charles  ( li^H'tV.  ,ii'c  siicicssfiil  physicians,  and  where  his  other  son,  Henry 
Graefe.  is  iircsidtiit  of  ilic  Citjzi-ns  Bank.  One  of  his  grandsons,  Henry 
Graefe,  J\I.  D.,  is  likewise  a  physician,  located  at  Sandusky. 

A  native  of  Germany,  Dr.  Philip  Graefe  was  born,  in  1825,  at  Weis- 
baden,  whei'e  he  grew  to  man's  estate,  and  was  liberally  educated,  as  an 
earnest  student  delving  deep  into  the  sources  of  knowledge.  As  was 
natural  to  a  man  of  his  mental  calibre,  he  chose  a  professional  career, 
fitting  himself  for  a  physician.  Taking  an  active  part  in  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  of  1847  and  1848,  he  was  forced  to  leave  Germany. 
Choosing  America  as  his  future  place  of  residence,  Dr.  Graefe  came 
directly  to  Ohio,  and  for  a  time  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
at  Sandusky,  where  he  first  located  in  1848.  Being  induced  to  go  east, 
he  spent  a  year  or  two  in  Orange,  New  Jersey,  but  did  not  like  the  place 
well  enough  to  settle  there  permanently.  Returning,  therefore,  to  San- 
dusky, which  was  llu-ii  but  a  small  city,  although  an  entii-prisiim'  one,  the 
Doctor  resumrd  I  lie  ])iactiee  of  his  profession,  remaiiiini:-  Ihmv  until  his 
death.  His  skill  niid  inomptness  in  meeting  and  comli:iiiiiu  th.-  \;n'ious 
ills  to  which  inniikiihl  is  sulijcct.  and  bis  ilcxotion  to  his  patients,  gained 
him  the  good  will  ol'  I  In'  pcopli'.  ami  a  placv  of  note  among  the  more 
popular  and  sucrcssfiil  pli,\sii-ians  of  tins  sci-tion  of  the  state. 

Dr.  Graefe  married  Dorothea  Kranz.  who  was  boi-n  in  Weisbaden, 
Germany,  a  daughter  of  Balthazer  and  Elizabeth  Kranz.  She  survived 
him.  Four  children  were  born  of  their  union,  three  sons,  William,  Henry 
and  Charles,  who  are  mentioned  alxnc  ;  ami  om>  dau.ubtcr.  Elizabeth,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years.  Tlic  Do. -lor  iicvcf  sliii-kcd  the  ivsponsi- 
bilities  of  public  office,  but  served  aeeeptaldy  as  a  meiniiei-  of  the  city 
council,  and  as  a  member  of  tlie  Samliisky  hoard  of  health.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Thiid  National  Rank  and  its  vice  president  for 
a  number  of  years,  later  beecjuiint;  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Citizens 
National  Bank,  now  the  Citizens  Hank,  and  in  this  institution  he  served 
as  a  director  for  a  number  of  .years. 

Dr.  William  Graefe.  Actively  devoting  himself  to  one  of  the  most 
exacting  of  all  the  higher  lines  of  occupation  to  which  a  man  may  liend 
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liis  energies,  Dr.  William  Graefe  has  won  a  prominent  position  among  the 
foremost  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Sandusky,  where  he  has  a  large 
and  remunerative  practice.  Of  honored  German  ancestry  on  both  sides 
of  the  house,  he  was  born  January  18,  1851,  in  Orange,  New  Jersey,  a 
son  of  Dr.  Philip  and  Dorothea  (Kranz)  Graefe,  of  whom  further 
account  may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 

A  snmll  child  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Sandusky,  William 
Graefe  obtained  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
city,  and  under  the  wise  tuition  of  his  father  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, lie  subsequently  attended  lectures  at  the  Cleveland  JMedical  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1870.  Desirous  of 
further  advancing  his  professional  knowledge.  Dr.  (iraet'e  tlien  spent 
nearly  three  years  in  Europe,  practicing  in  tln'  Irnilini;  licispitals  of  the 
more  important  cities  of  that  country,  gainiui;  \aliialilc  ixpiiiince  and 
much  skill  in  the  use  of  medicine  and  surgery.  Rcturniuy  lu  Ohio,  the 
Doctor  located  in  Sandusky,  where  he  has  since  made  rapid  strides  in  his 
pi'ofcssional  career,  and  has  gained  to  an  eminent  degree  the  eoufidenoe 
of  the  entire  community. 

Dr.  Graefe  is  a  man  of  good  financial  ability,  and  is  an  extensive  owner 
of  city  property  of  value.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  various  corpora- 
tions, and  is  vice  president  of  the  Citizens  Bank.  He  takes  an  intelligent 
interest  in  public  matters,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Sandusky 
Board  of  Health,  and  for  eleven  years  was  a  member  of  the  Sandusky 
Board  of  Education. 

I'liii'cssioiially  the  Doctor  belongs  to  the  Erie  County  iledical  Societj-, 
to  till'  (>lii()  state  iledical  Society,  and  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. l<'i-atti'nall\-  lie  is  ;i  nicnibei-  of  Science  I^odge  No.  50,  Free  and 
Accepted  .Masons;  <if  Saiidiiskv  CiU  (1ia|it(i'  Xo.  72,  Roval  Arch  Masons; 
of  Sandusky  City  CniiiM-,!  N,,.  l'(..  I.'dval  aii,l  Sriect  Masters;  of  Erie 
Connnandery  No.  '2'.i.  Kniglits  Templar;  and  is  likewise  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Hon.  Piiii.ti'  Hi'erki.e.  A  prominent  and  progressive  citizen  of  San- 
dusky, Erie  ( 'dunty.  linn.  Philip  Buerklr  lias  ;ilil\  :ind  satisfactorily  filled 
various  munii-ipa!  (illirrs,  for  four  .veai's  sov  int;'  as  mayor  of  the  city.  A 
son  of  August  liiu  rklc,  he  w-as  born  ilardi  7,  J835,  in  Bergen  Cotinty, 
New  Jerse.v,  on  his  father's  farm.  His  grandparents  on  the  |)at(  rnal  siil.' 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  Baden,  Germany,  as  did  most  of  liiiir  iliilili.ii, 
althougli  two  of  them  came  to  America,  namel.v :  August;  and  Caroline, 
wlio  Itccame  the  wafe  of  Anton  Giedeuuuni,  of  Sandusky. 

.\ugiist  Buerkle  was  born  in  1828,  in  Orschweier,  Baden,  Germany, 
and  there,  soon  after  entering  his  "teens,"  he  began  an  apprenticeship 
at  the  blacksmith's  trade,  and  while  thus  employed  became  proficient  in 
the  art  of  making  nails  by  hand,  the  only  way  known  at  that  early  day. 
During  his  early  manhood  he  served  in  the  German  army,  belonging  to 
a  company  of  heav.y  artillery.  In  185-1,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  he  came 
to  America,  crossing  the  ocean  in  a  sailiug  vessel  'and  being  sixty-two 
days  on  the  water,  l^anding  in  New  York,  lie  at  once  i)roceeded  to  New 
Jerse.v,  and  there,  in  Bergen  County,  was  for  three  years  engaged  in  till- 
ing the  soil.  ^Migrating  westward  in  1857,  he  located  in  Sanduskv,  Ohio, 
where  he  first  secured  work  in  the  blacksmith  shops  connected  with  the 
Jlad  River  Railroad,  later  working  for  Ben  Iceman.  Early  in  1865  he 
enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  until  the  termination  of  the  war.  Returning  home,  he  became 
statioiuiry  engineer  in  the  Tuachine  shop  of  Krotz  &  Kromer,  and  con- 
tinued with  that  firm  and  its  succes.sors  the  remaiiuler  of  his  active  life. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  SaTidusky  in  .\pri],  l!Kt5.  honored  and  respected 


540  HISTORY  OP  ERIE  COUNTY 

August  Buerkle  married  Mrs.  Barbara  (Kek)  Cordiex*,  a  widow  with 
one  son,  Louis  Cordier.  She  was  born  in  the  Village  of  Waldrenach, 
Wurtemburg,  Germany,  and  died,  iu  1897,  in  Saudusky,  Ohio.  Of  this 
marriage  two  children  were  born  and  reared,  as  follows:  Wilhelmina, 
wife  of  Adolph  Peglestahler ;  and  Philip. 

Acquiring  his  preliminary  education  iu  the  public  and  private  schools 
of  Sandusky,  Philip  Buerkle  entered  the  office  of  the  Sandusky  Herold, 
where  he  obtained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  art  preservative.  In 
1872,  having  completed  his  apprenticeship,  he  began  his  career  as  a 
journeyman  printer,  working  at  his  trade  in  various  cities,  including 
Cincinnati,  Chicago  and  St.  Louis.  Returning  to  Sandusky  in  1879,  Mr. 
Buerkle  was  first  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Tribune,  later  in  that  of 
the  Register,  and  then  in  the  office  of  the  Deraokrat,  continuing  at  the 
printer's  trade  until  1891.  In  that  year  Mr.  Buerkle  was  elected  mayor 
of  Saudusky  for  a  term  of  two  years,  and  in  1893  had  the  honor  of  being 
re-elected  to  the  same  important  position  witli  a  large  ma,iority  of  the 
votes  cast  at  the  polls.  In  1895  he  was  appointed  notary  public  by  Presi- 
dent iMcKinley.  In  1897  Mr.  Buerkle  formed  a  partnership  with  Albert 
C.  Lermann,  with  whom  he  has  since  been  prosperously  engaged  in  the 
insurance,  real  estate  and  loan  business. 

In  1882  ]Mr.  Buerkle  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sophia  Giede- 
mann,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Theresa  Giedemann,  of  whom  further 
account  may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  biographical  work.  The 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buerkle  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren, namely :  Wilhelmina,  who  married  William  B.  Moon,  and  has  two 
children.  Virginia  iloon  and  Richard  Paul  Moon;  and  Amelia. 

Mr.  Buerkle  is  now  president  of  the  Demokrat  Publishing  Company, 
which  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  He  has  always  been  a  steadfast  ad- 
herent of  the  democratic  party,  supporting  its  principles  by  vote  and 
voice.  For  four  years  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Sandusky  board 
of  education,  ai)d  for  four  years  served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council, 
being  president  of  that  body  during  the  last  year  of  sei-vice. 

Conrad  Prey.  In  the  death  of  Conrad  Frey  on  July  10,  1899, 
Perkins  Township  sustained  the  loss  of  an  excellent  and  high-minded 
citizen,  a  man  whose  rugged  integrity  commanded  confidence  and  esteem, 
and  who  well  deserved  all  the  success  and  popularity  that  came  to  him 
during  his  many  years  of  residence  in  Ei'ie  County. 

A  resident  of  this  county  for  half  a  century,  Conrad  Frey  was  born 
in  Baden,  Germany,  January  4,  1836,  a  son  of  Conrad  and  Julia  (Wells) 
Prey.  In  1848  the  family  left  Baden  and  by  one  of  the  old-time  and 
tedious  sailing  voyages  arrived  in  America.  They  made  settlement  near 
Sandusky,  in  Perkins  Township,  and  both  the  parents  died  in  this  county. 
Conrad  Frey  was  about  twelve  years  old  when  he  came  to  this  county, 
and  his  education,  begun  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land,  was 
continued  in  English  schools  here.  He  was  self-supporting  before  he 
reached  adult  years,  and  by  close  attention  to  business  and  economy 
became  head  of  a  home  and  family  and  always  bore  a  reputation  for 
upright  living  and  public-spirited  citizenship.  During  most  of  his  active 
career  he  engaged  in  gardening  and  also  conducted  a  retail  butcher 
business.  At  various  times  his  fellow  citizens  entrusted  him  with  public 
responsibilities  and  for  nine  years  he  was  a  constable  in  Perkins  Town- 
ship, and  for  three  years,  one  term,  was  a  director  of  the  Erie  County 
Infirmary.    In  politics  he  was  a  republican. 

On  November  7,  1860,  Mr.  Frey  married  Miss  Johanna  Plate,  who 
was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  February  9,  1842.  Her  parents,  Carl 
and  Marie  (Cook)  Plate,- both  natives  of  Prussia,  brought  their  children 
to  America  in  1850,  when  Mrs.  Frey  was  about  eight  years  of  age.    They 
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located  in  Erie  County,  lived  for  a  time  in  Sandusky,  where  her  father 
taught  a  German  school,  and  finally  made  permanent  settlement  in  Per- 
kins Township  not  far  from  the  city.  There  her  father  died  in  August, 
1874,  wJiile  her  mother  had  passed  away  in  18G1.  j\Irs.  Frey,  who  is  still 
living  at  the  old  home  on  rural  route  No.  1  out  of  Sandusky,  became  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  and  the  seven  now  living  are:  Louise  M., 
wife  of  Walter  Patterson,  of  Cleveland;  Charles  C,  of  Perkins  Town- 
ship; Frederick  C,  of  Sandusky;  Emma,  wife  of  Frederick  Moss,  of 
Leamington,  Ontario;  JIary,  wife  of  James  Werner  of  Perkins  Town- 
ship; Conrad,  wlinsr  Imdhc  is  in  Cleveland;  and  Carrie  S.,  widow  of 
Edgar  Brennan,  lair  nf  I'.Tkins  Township.  Mrs.  Prey  is  an  interesting 
lady,  has  a  large  ciiclr  df  triiiids  in  her  home  township,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  German  Evangelical  Association  in  Sandusky.  She  and  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Brennan,  occupy  the  old  home. 

WiLLARD  M.  Harsh.  In  one  of  the  most  attractive  suburban  homes 
near  the  City  of  Sandusky,  Mr.  Harsh  is  now  living  virtually  retired, 
after  a  career  of  signal  activity  and  influence  in  connection  with  rail- 
way affairs  and  otln  r  luisimss  operations  of  important  order.  Beginning 
his  independent  cMrrci-  ;is  ■,\  telegraph  operator,  Mr.  Harsh  rose  thi'ough 
his  own  ability  and  ilfeits  to  positions  of  great  responsibilitj-  in  the 
executive  control  and  direction  of  railway  operations,  and  his  energy 
and  initiative  found  other  effective  exemplifications  in  the  domain  of 
industrial  activity,  as  later  jiaragrnphs  in  this  article  will  indicate  more 
specific-ally.  Pie  has  been  a  ukiii  (if  much  constructive  and  business  abil- 
ity and  after  years  of  cmiiusI  ami  fruitful  application  he  has  relieved 
liimself  of  the  exacting  respdiisiliilities  that  so  long  rested  upon  him, 
and  in  liis  lie;nitil'nl  hdine,  on  South  Columbus  Avenue,  just  without  the 
city  limits  nf  S.HMliiskw  he  is  enjoying  to  the  full  the  rewards  of  former 
years  of  eaiinsl  riideavor.  He  is  finding  satisfaction  and  recreation  in 
the  (lc\<l(i|iiiie'  dl'  ,111  exeilleiit  |)eaeli  Orchard  on  his  rural  estate  of  twelve 
aci'es  ,111(1  is  rimauiiiu'  alsii  in  the  eiillivation  of  other  fruits,  so  that  the 
attfnetions  (if  liis  suliui'li,iii  I'esideiice  will  be  greatly  enhanced  when  his 
orcliards  attain  to  maturity.  Mr.  Harsh  is  one  of  the  substantial  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Erie  County  and  is  specially  eligible  for  rep- 
I'csentation  in  this  history. 

On  the  homestead  farm  of  his  father  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  Willard 
M.  Harsh  was  born  on  the  22d  of  January,  1853,  and  he  is  a  son  of 
Nicholas  and  Jemima  (Leslie)  Harsh,  the  former  of  whom  likewise  was 
born  in  t'arroll  County,  where  his  parents  settled  in  the  pioneer  days, 
and  Mrs.  Harsh  also  having  been  born  and  reared  in  Carroll  County,  a 
member  of  one  of  its  old  and  honored  families..  The  paternal  lineage 
of  Mr.  Harsh  traces  back  to  stanch  German  origin  and  the  maternal 
ancestral  line  finds  derivation  in  fine  old  Irish  stock.  Nicholas  Harsh 
was  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  of  his  native  county  for  many 
years  and  Iioth  he  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  on  their  old  hoine- 
stcnd  farm  until  their  death,  when  well  advanced  in  years. 

Willard  iM.  Ilai'sh  found  the  period  of  his  childhood  and  early  youth 
compassed  by  the  conditions  and  infinenc^es  of  the  home  farm,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  he  profited  duly  from  the  advantages  afforded  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  locality  and  period.  In  1874,  soon  after  attaining  to  liis 
legal  majority,  lie  ii:itiated  his  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  telegraph 
op(>rafor,  and  his  initial  service  in  this  connectioii  was  in  the  station  of 
tile  Peini.sylvania  Railroad  at  Oneida,  a  village  in  his  native  county, 
where  he  (Icvoted  two  years  to  perfecting  him.self  as  a  telegraphist.  For 
five  years  thereafter  he  held  the  dual  office  of  operator  ancl  station  agent 
at  Dclli'oy,  Carrnlj  County,  in  the  service  of  what  was  then  the  Cleveland, 
Canton  &  Southern  Railroad,  now  a  j)art  oF  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie, 
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ill  the  emplo.y  of  which  company  he  was  later  transferred  to  the  position 
of  station  agent  at  South  Cleveland,  where  he  remained  about  five  years. 
Ilis  next  position  was  that  of  srencral  agent  of  the  Lakeside  &  Marble- 
head  Railroad  at  Marblehead.  otl.iu.-i  (  oimty,  and  after  retaining  this 
positioia  about  three  years  lie  s.i\,(|  scmh  years  as  superintendent  of 
this  road,  of  which  he  then  becaiux'  the  -iiicral  superintendent,  a  respons- 
ible office  of  which  he  continued  tlic  iiirunilniit  about  ten  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  he  was  appoints  I  nssisi^int  general  manager.  His 
ctticient  administration  of  several  years  iu  this  position  led  to  his  advance- 
ment to  the  dual  office  of  general  manager  and  local  treasurer  of  the 
company,  the  affairs  of  which  he  continued  to  direct  with  much  of  cir- 
cumspection and  progress! veness  until  he  resigned  his  office  and.  severed 
his  association  with  the  company,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1913.  At  this 
juncture  he  removed  to  Sandusky  and  purchased  his  pi-esent  fine  subur- 
ban home,  where  he  and  his  family  have  since  continued  their  residence. 

In  1891  Mr.  Harsh  became  associated  in  a  financial  and  executive 
capacity  with  the  Kelley's  Island  Lime  &  Transport  Company,  of  which 
he  was  superintendent  for  about  a  decade,  with  headquarters  at  Marble- 
head,  Ottawa  County.  A  period  of  about  the  same  diinitidii  tlicr.'iifter 
found  him  in  tenure  of  the  position  of  general  sii|)i'iiii(rii(i,iii,  iind  he 
then  became  assistant  general  manager,  in  which  oWin-  hr  IkhI  lull  rliarge 
of  all  new  construction  work,  rci):iirs  mill  uvm-ral  (ipiMiitidiis  :it  \\\r  phiuts 
of  the  company  at  Clay  Ceiilri',  Kelley's  Island  and  .MarMiliead,  Ohio, 
and  at  Akron,  New  York.  lie  sewreit  his  active  cuuiieetiuii  with  tliis 
imi^ortant  corporation  in  September,  1912. 

Liberal  and  public-,spirited  as  a  citizen  and  taking  loyal  interest  in 
all  that  concerns  his  home  community,  Mr.  Harsh  is  found  aligned  as  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  republican  party,  though  in 
local  affairs  he  maintains  a  somewhat  independent  attitude  and  gives  his 
support  to  men  and  measures  meeting  the  approval  of  his  judgment, 
irrespective  of  strict  partisan  lines.  He  is  prnmineiitly  identilied  with 
the  time-honored  Masonic  fraternity,  in  whieli  lie  lias  i-eceivei!  the  lliirty- 
serniid  degree  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scotti.sli  Kite,  his  present  York 
Kite  afliliatiniis  being  principally  with  the  Masonic  bodies  in  the  City 
(if  Sanilnsky.  Both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  l'i-esli\  lerian 
Chui ih  ill  Sandusky  and  are  popular  figures  in  the  representative  social 
circles  of  the  community,  the  while  their  spacious  and  beautiful  resi- 
dence is  a  center  of  hospitality.  iMr.  Harsh  has  made  various  investments 
iu  Erie  Count.y  aside  from  the  jiurehase  of  his  fine  home  property,  and  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  directorate  of  the  Commercial  National  Bank 
of  Sandusky  from  the  time  of  its  organization. 

On  the  i7th  of  May,  1881,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Harsh 
to  Miss  Davis,  of  Dellroy,  Carroll  County,  and  they  have  three  children : 
Earle  C,  Dwight  B.,  and  Wilda  V.  -Earle  C.  Harsh  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Case  School  of  Applied  Science,  one  of  the  leading  technical  insti- 
tutions of  the  Middle  West,  in  the  City  of  Cleveland,  and  he  is  now 
established  in  the  work  of  his  profession  as  a  consulting  engineer,  with 
residence  and  business  headquarters  at  Carey,  Wyandotte  County,  this 
state.  l)wii;ht  B.  Harsh  remains  at  the  parental  home,  and  the  only 
(hmghtei-,  ;\liss  Wilda,  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1916  in  the  Woman's 
College  of  historic  old  Western  Reserve  TTniversity,  in  the  City  of 
Cleveland. 

Cornelius  ScHN.vrrTER.  An  octogenarian  in  years,  Cornelius 
Schnaitter  has  spent  more  than  half  a  century  of  his  lifetime  in  the  City 
of  Sandusky.  For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  well  known  to 
local  business  as  a  merchant  tailor,  but  is  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  previous  industry.    lie  has  pursued  the  quiet  and  even  tenor 
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of  his  way  through  life,  has  participated  in  few  of  the  abnormal  events, 
but  his  career  is  none  the  less  deserving  of  praise  and  is  fitly  given  record 
in  this  history  of  Erie  County. 

Cornelius  Schnaitter  was  born  in  tho  Town  of  E>jr(>rn,  Bavnria,  Snp- 
tember  2,  1830.  His  father  was  Srh^istian  Sr|iii;iiii,.r,  wli.i^.'  Iiirthphici- 
was  Uirnbach,  Bavaria,  where  he  was  ivai'id  au<[  ••■lih-aicd,  s.iwd  tour 
years  in  the  army  of  the  king  of  Jiavaiia,  and  cuiuph-tei^l  an  apprt-ntice- 
ship  at  the  tailor's  trade.  In  1847  he  brought  his  family  to  America, 
living  for  several  years  in  Canada,  after  which  he  came  to  Sandusky 
and  lived  in  that  city  until  his  passing  at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  His  wife, 
Catherine,  was  also  a  native  of  Bavaria.  She  reared  seven  children,  all 
of  them  born  in  Bavaria,  their  names  being  Kunigunde,  Henry,  Kather- 
iua,  Cornelius,  Nora,  Karl  and  Frances. 

Cornelius  Schnaitter  as  a  boy  attended  school  steadily  until  about  the 
age  of  fourteen,  and  also  took  up  and  learned  the  tailor's  trade  under 
the  direction  of  his  father.  He  was  si.Kteen  years  old  when  the  family 
left  Bavaria  and  came  to  America.  The  trip  was  made  on  a  sailing 
vessel  which  was  sixty  days  from  the  time  it  left  the  European  port 
until  it  landed  its  passengers  at  Quebec.  Mr.  Schnaitter  lived  in  Canada 
until  the  spring  of  1849  and  then  came  to  Sandusky.  Here  he  was 
employed  by  tlie  tailoring  firm  of  Kneen  &  Knel,  until  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war.  In  youth  as  in  later  years  he  was  a  noted  musician  and 
volunteered  his  services  as  a  musician  and  was  assigned  to  the  Fourth 
Regiment  of  Michigan  Infantry.  With  that  regiment  he  experienced 
all  the  hardships  and  vicissitudes  of  a  soldier's  life  for  fourteen  months, 
at  the  end  of  wliich  time  all  the  regimental  bands  were  discharged.  He 
then  returned  to  Sandusky  and  resumed  work  at  his  trade  as  a  .journey- 
man.  Soon  after  the  M'ar  Mr.  Schnaitter  formed  a  partnership  with 
Anton  Buders  and  they  did  a  flourishing  business  as  merchant  tailors 
for  a  period  of  twentv-six  vears.  Since  the  firm  went  out  of  business 
Mr.  Schiiaitl.T  has  livVd  ivtinMl. 

In  ]s:>:,  h,.  iii.iiiird  Susanna  Krantz.  She  was  born  in  Weisbaden, 
Gernian>.  Auuusi  12.  ls:il.  Her  father,  Bathaser  Krantz,  was  also  a 
native  nf  W.isliaden,  and  in  1848  brought  his  family  to  America.  Arriv- 
ing in  111  ic  <  (luiity  he  bought  a  farm  on  the  Huron  I'oad,  three  miles  east 
of  Sandiiskx.  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  as  an  industrious  farmer. 
IMrs.  Cornelius  Schnaitter  died  in  1896.  ilr.  Schnaitter  is  now  the  head 
of  a  notable  family,  young  men  and  women  who  have  taken  independent 
positions  in  the  woi-ld,  and  he  is  surrounded  not  only  by  his  own  chil- 
dren Init  by  his  children's  childrm  and  i:rraf-?.;randihildren.  His  five 
sons  and  daughters  are  named  l-'rank.  Antnincttr.  ( 'di-nclius,  Sarah  and 
Hattie.  '{'he  son  Frank  married  Cliiistina  Kdos  and  has  four  children — 
Antoiiu'tte,  Edward,  Gertrude  antl  Florence.  Antoinette,  the  second 
child,  married  Edward  Moos,  and  her  fovir  children  are  Anna,  Cora, 
Hilda  and  Wesley.  Cornelius,  Jr.,  married  Christina  Hertlein  and  has 
three  .sons — Eugene,  Irving  and  Arthur.  Sarah  is  the  widow  of  William 
Clans,  and  her  four  daughters  are  x\imie.  JIaud,  Susan  and  Mildred. 
Hattie,  the  youngest  child,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Wefzler,  with  two 
daughters,  Lauretta  and  Susanna.  Of  the  grandchildren  the  following 
are  married:  Antoinette  Schnaitter  married  Freeland  Smith,  and  has 
four  children,  Elizabeth,  James.  Frank  and  Margaret.  Edward  married 
Winifred  Piatt,  and  has  two  children.  Robert  and  Alice.  Cora  Moos 
married  Joseph  Gillard,  and  her  four  children  are  Richard,  Sallie,  Con- 
stance and  Joseph.  Hilda  I\Ioos  married  Palmer  Brehm,  and  has  a  son 
named  Edward,  .\iiiiie  Clans  is  the  wife  of  Jerome  Ilerbig,  and  has  a 
daugliter.  Ailien.    Susan  Clans  married  Joim  Lay. 

Cornelius  Schnaitter  from  early  youth  manifested  exceptional  gifts 
as  a  musician,  and  when  a  lioy  learned  to  play  the  violin  quite  exiierlly. 
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He  has  always  been  interested  in  musical  affairs,  and  for  many  years 
was  one  of  the  leaders  in  musical  activities  in  Sandusky.  When  a  young 
man  he  joined  the  military  organization  known  as  the  Jaeger  Company. 
In  1852  he  was  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  the  tirst  band  ever  organized 
in  Sandusky  and  was  its  leader.  There  were  few  functions  in  Sandusky 
during  the  early  days  at  which  his  services  were  not  in  demand  for 
musical  entertainment.  Mr.  Sehnaitter  is  affiliated  with  ilcMeens  Post 
No.  19  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

William  Y.  Murschel.  Enterprising,  far-seeing  and  progressive, 
William  Y.  Murschel  is  numbered  among  the  useful  and  valued  citizens 
of  Sandusky,  where  he  is  now  living,  retired  from  active  business  pur- 
suits. althdUiih  the  managemcnl  of  his  ]iri\atc  inti'iTsts  keeps  him  cjuite 
busily  ciiiployed.  A  son  of  -hn-uli  Al  iirsclicl.  lir  \\;is  horn  February  lU, 
liS.")!!.  ill  Xurwalk.  Huron  County,  Oliio.  of  sulistantial  German  ancestry. 

JaiMil)  .Miirsrhi'l  was  born  in  Bernhausen,  Wurtemburg,  Germany, 
where  his  |.aiviiis  spent  their  entire  lives.  One  of  his  brothers,  Michael 
Murscliel,  caiiio  to  America,  settling  in  Sandusky,  where  numerous  of  his 
descendants  are  now  living,  and  a  sister,  also  immigrated  to  Ohio,  and 
here  married  a  Mr.  Stump,  of  Flat  Rock,  Seneca  County.  In  common 
with  tlie  boys  of  his  native  land,  Jacob  Murschel  attended  school  until 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  served  a  full  apprenticeship 
at  the  linker's  trade,  and  likewise  spent  three  years  in  the  German  army. 
Enthused  by  the  glowing  stories  told  of  the  glorious  opportunities  Amer- 
ica oifered  for  increasing  one's  financial  condition,  he  decided  to  follow 
the  ocean  course  previously  taken  by  so  many  of  his  countrymen,  and  set 
sail  on  a  stanch  vessel  bound  for  New  York,  where,  at  the  end  of  six 
weeks,  he  landed.  From  that  city  lie  pfoci'nlid  liy  rail  to  T.ut'falo,  thence 
on  a  Lake  Erie  boat  to  Sandusky,  avIucIi  \\  as  tlnn  imt  a  iiKidrst-appearing 
village.  Continuing  his  journey  to  Huron  (.'ounty.  Iio  worked  a  short 
time  at  his  trade  in  Norwalk,  and  then  bought  the  City  Hotel,  which  he 
managed  himself  in  addition  to  running  his  bakery.  Shortly  after  he 
assumed  its  possession,  an  epidemic  of  cholera  struck  the  city,  eighteen 
people  dying  of  that  fcirililr  disease  in  his  hotel.  Closing  it,  he  took  his 
family  to  Flat  l.'nrk.  Scnca  <  'oiinty.  where  he  remained  until  all  danger 
from  cholera  had  iiassrd.  wln-n  ln'  returned  to  Norwalk,  and  resumed  his 
former  business  pursuits. 

In  1862  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Bellevue,  Huron  County,  and 
was  there  in  active  business  two  years.  The  year  following  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  at  Weaver's  Corners,  and  in  1865  he  came  to  San- 
dusky, and  havin-  purchased  the  Bing  House,  located  on  West  JIarket 
Street,  he  conducted  it  successfully  for  five  years.  Then,  buying  out 
Leonard  Good's  grocery  store,  on  East  Market  Street,  he  operated  it 
four  years,  building  up  a  good  trade.  Selling  out  in  1874,  he  removed 
to  Hayes  Avenue,  where  he  continued  in  the  grocery  business  a  few 
years.  Again  he  made  anotlitr  rliaiiLiv,  disposing  of  his  grocery,  and 
"buying  the  hotel  located  opposilr  tlir  Lake  Shore  and  JMichigan  Southern 
Railway  depot,  which  he  (■oiiihutcd  tixc  years.  He  then  sold  the  hotel, 
and  suiisiMincntly  lived  retired  until  his  death,  in  1893. 

Jacob  Miirsclitl  iiiai'ricd  Margaret  Yingling,  who  was  born  in  Rude- 
sheim,  Wiirtcinliurt:'.  (icianany,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  came  to 
this  country  with  several  other  young  ladies  of  about  her  age.  After 
living  with  a  German  family  in  Sandusky  for  a  time,  she  went  to  Nor- 
walk, and  there  lived  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Gardner,  the  banker,  who  died 
in  1915,  an  esteemed  and  venerable  man  of  ninety-five  years.  IMrs.  Jacob 
Murschel  survived  her  husband  many  years,  passing  away  April  5,  1915. 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  as  follows:  William  Y.,  the  special 
subject  of  this  brief  sketch  ;  Charles ;  Jacob  ;  Fred,  and  Albert. 
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Having  completed  the  course  of  study  iu  the  public  schools  of  San- 
dusky, William  Y.  JMurschel  began  as  a  boy  to  assist  his  father,  working 
in  hotel  and  grocery,  and  finally  succeeding  him  in  business.  Mr.  Mur- 
scliel  rstalilislhd  tlir  hotel  known  as  the  Murschel  House,  which  stands 
opposiii-  till'  iicw  Lake  Shni'e  &  Michigan  Southern  Railway  station,  and 
managed  it  siicnssfnlly  until  1!)10,  being  a  most  genial  and  popular  host, 
over  attentive  to  the  wants  of  his  guests.  Since  leaving  the  hotel,  he  has 
lived  retired,  devoting  his  time  and  attention  to  the  direction  of  his 
private  affairs.  At  the  present  writing,  in  1915.  he  and  his  son  Alfred 
are  erecting  an  up-to-date  six-apartment  building  on  West  Washington 
Street. 

Mr.  Mur.schel  has  been  twice  married.  He  married  first,  in  1881, 
Anna  Scheadler,  who  was  born  on  Kelleys  Island,  a  daughter  of  August 
and  Christina  Scheadler.  She  died  eighteen  months  later,  leaving  one 
daughter.  Clara,  who  became  the  wife  of  Fred  W.  Grabel,  and  has  one 
child,  William  Grabel.  In  1884  Mr.  Murschel  married  for  his  second 
wife  I<]lizabeth  Louise  Wilke,  who  was  born  in  Allison,  Clinton  County, 
wliei-e  Iter  parerits,  Gottlieb  and  Johanna  Louise  (Arndt)  Wilke,  first 
lived  on  coming  to  Ohio  from  their  German  home,  near  Berlin,  although 
they  spent  the  larger  number  of  their  years  in  Ottawa  County. 

The  union  of  ilr.  and  Mrs.  Murschel  has  been  brightened  by  the 
birth  of  three  children,  Alfi-ed,  Arthur  and  Leona.  Alfred  married 
Adah  Appel,  and  they  have  one  child,  a  son  named  Alfred  William. 
Leona  nirirrird  Donald  Kdley.  so)i  nf  Hon.  Malcolm  Kelley.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  iihiiiIhi'  of  thr  Kiiiulits  df  tli;'  Maccabees,  and  of  Sanduskv  Lodge 
No.  2s.-,.  i;,.|irv.,lrnt  and  1 'mi,  ,i  iw  Oi'.lrr  of  Elks. 

]\Ir.  Mur.srliel  eujoy.s  .seeing  urw  places  and  new  thing.s,  and  having 
traveled  quite  extensively  he  has  gained  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
many  parts  of  our  own  and  othe^r  countries.  In  189!).  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Jlurschel,  he  toured  Mexico,  visiting  the  principal  points  of  interest 
therein,  and  in  1900,  with  his  son  Alfred  and  his  daughter  Clara,  made 
a  trip  to  Europe,  and  while  there  went  to  W^urtemburg  and  saw  the 
houses  in  which  his  father  and  mother  were  born.  He  also  visited  the 
more  important  cities  of  Germany,  Italy,  Switzerland,  France  and  Eng- 
land, in  Paris  attending  the  World's  Fair,  then  in  progress,  and  later 
witnessing  the  presentation  of  the  passian  play  in  Ober  Ammergau. 

Charles  Kubach.  Noteworthy  among  the  native-born  citizens  of 
Sandusky  who  have  spent  their  lives  within  its  precincts,  aiding  as  far 
as  possible  the  city's  growth  and  development,  is  Charles  Kubach,  a 
man  of  unquestioned  ability  and  integrity.  He  comes  of  excellent  Ger- 
man ancestry,  his  father,  Frederick  Kubach,  and  his  grandfather,  George 
Kul)ach,  having  emigrated  from  GcrinaiiN-  to  Ohio  during  the  first  half 
of  the  last  century,  settling  in  Sandu.sky. 

George  Kubach  was  Ijorn,  in  ITOi,  in  the  Village  of  Liedolsheim, 
Kingdom  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  was  there  bred  and  educated.  Fit- 
ting himself  for  a  veterinary  surgeon,  he  served  as  such  in  the  German 
army  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1835  he  embarked  with  his  family  on 
board  a  sailing  vessel,  and  after  a  tedious  ocean  voyage  of  forty-two 
days  landed  in  New  York.  Coming  directly  to  Ohio,  he  arrived  in  San- 
dusky on  June  8th  of  that  year.  Looking  about  for  a  desirable  location, 
he  l)ought  a  tract  of  timbered  land  in  Perkins  Township,  five  miles  south 
of  tlie  Sandusky  courthouse,  on  the  Bloomingville  road,  now  known  as 
South  Campbell  Street.  Clearing  a  space  in  the  forest,  he  built  a  log 
hou.se,  covering  it  with  clapboards  rived  by  hand,  and  fastened  with 
poles,  ard  making  a  clay  and  stick  chimney.  This  was  the  first  home  of 
the  Kubacli  famih"  in  .Vtiierica.  Bears,  deer,  wild  turkey  and  other 
kinds  of  gainr  wvi'v  plnit  ifiil.  and.  witli  the  fish  caught  in"  the  near-by 


546  HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

streams,  were  of  much  importance  in  the  filling  of  the  family  larder. 
A  man  of  perseverance  and  resolution,  he  at  once  began  the  improvement 
of  his  land,  for  several  years  thereafter  having  no  horse,  but  doing  the 
work  with  oxen.  With  true  German  thrift,  he  utilized  all  the  timber 
he  cut  off,  selling  the  giant  oaks  to  shipbuilders,  and  the  cord  wood  to 
the  boat  owners,  at  the  boat  landinsfs.  He  likewise  burned  charcoal, 
which  was  then  used  by  all  Miicksniil  lis,  making  a  good  profit  thereby. 
He  likewise  established  a  smitliy  (ui  his  farm,  and  did  blaeksmithing  for 
himself  and  his  neighbors,  making  and  saving  money  by  so  doing.  He 
cleared  thirty  acres  of  his  estate,  and  subsequently  rcpbHcd  tin'  (iriginal 
log  cabin  with  a  substantial  two-story  hou.se  made  of  licwcii  loi^s,  and 
erected  a  frame  barn.  On  the  hnnicsteail  which  he  so  well  improved,  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  liiV,  dy'wt'j;  in  Sc|itcmber,  1854. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  nf  Ccdit;,.  Kubach  was  Eva  Catherine 
Heimberg.  She  was  born,  I  )(M-riiibci'  _'(),  ITDD,  in  the  Village  of  Bleinken- 
loch,  Baden,  Germany,  and  ilicd  Scptrndjer  4,  1878.  To  her  and  her 
husband  eight  sons  were  lioiii  nw,]  ivnrcd,  as  follows:  Frederick,  Louis, 
August,  Henry,  John  Alban\-,  William,  Adam,  and  Gottfried. 

Frederick  Kubach  was  born,  in  1822,  in  the  same  village  of  Baden, 
Germany,  in  which  his  father  first  saw  the  light  of  this  world,  and  as  a 
boy  of  thirteen  years  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio.  He  assisted  his 
father  in  clearing  the  land  and  tilling  the  soil  for  a  few  years,  and  then, 
being  the  eldest  son  of  a  large  family  of  boys,  began  life  on  his  own 
account.  Moving  into  the  City  of  Sandusky,  he  was  busily  employed  in 
different  kinds  of  work  until  bis  diiilh.  at  the  early  age  of  forty-six 
years.  His  wife,  whose  nniidcn  n:niie  was  Jlagdalene  Schoepfle.  was 
born  in  the  Village  of  Kreitzingen,  Baden,  Germany,  and  is  now  living 
in  Sandusky,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-two  years.  She  bore  her 
husband  five  children,  as  follows:  Frederick,  deceased;  Christina, 
deceased  :  August ;  Charles,  and  William. 

Acquiring  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Sandusky, 
Charles  Kubach  began  his  active  career  when  young  as  a  clerk  in  the 
grocery  store  of  his  uncle,  George  Van  Hansen,  with  whom  he  remained 
three  years.  Subsequently  learning  the  tr^idc  of  :\  slicrt  metal  and  copper 
worker,  he  continued  at  that  occupation  .ilHiut  sc\cu  years.  For  five 
years  thereafter  Mr.  Kubach  was  connected  with  the  grocery  business, 
and  the  following  tw^o  years  belonged  to  the  city  fire  department.  He 
was  then  employed  for  a  while  in  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Express  office, 
but  resigned  his  position  to  become  a  clerk  for  Lay  Brothers '  Fish  Com- 
pany. At  the  end  of  thirteen  years  he  was  appointed  deput.y  county 
treasurer,  and  filled  the  position  satisfactorily  for  tbi-ee  years,  when  he 
was  elected  county  auditor,  an  office  that  he  held  for  six  consecutive 
years,  his  length  of  service  in  that  capacity  bespeaking  his  ability  and 
trustworthiness.  The  following  two  years  ]\Ir.  Kubach  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Booth  Fisheries  ( 'niniinny.  Tlirn,  having  become  financially  inter- 
ested in  the  Post  Fisli  ( 'iiiii|i,iny,  li.'  w.is  ni;i(b'  secndary  of  the  corpora- 
tion, and  has  held  lliis  rrs|>(insiK|c  pdsition  siiict'. 

In  1877  Mr.  Kubach  married  Miss  Lena  Ilassenpflug,  a  daughter  of 
George  Ilassenpflug,  who  emigrated  from  Germany  to  America,  settling 
in  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Four  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kubach,  namely:  Frederick,  who  married  Elizabeth  Schnei- 
der; Lillian;  Allen,  who  married  IMinnie  Schneider;  and  Alma. 

Politically  Mr.  Kubach  is  a  democrat.  He  served  for  twelve  years 
as  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  Board  of  Education,  ten  years  of  the  time 
being  secretary  of  the  board.  At  the  present  writing,  in  1915,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  city  council,  having  been  elected  as  a  member  at  large. 
Fraternally  Jlr.  Kubach  is  a  member  of  Sandusky  Lodge  No.  128, 
Knights  of  Pythias;  of  Garfield  Company,  Uniform  Rank  No.   13;  of 
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Sandusky  Aerie  No.  444,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  of  Hobson  Camp 
No.  564!),  Modern  Woodmen  of  America;  of  Sandusky  Court  No.  739, 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters;  and  of  Sandusky  Lodge  No.  285, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Cii.VRLES  A.  CiiAiG.  A  business  man  of  long  standing  at  Sandusk}-, 
Charles  A.  ('i';iiy  is  ikiw  lilling  the  office  of  county  treasurer.  He  is  well 
titted  for  pulilii-  nspdnsihilities  by  hi.s  varied  and  successful  experience 
in  business  aliairs.  and  hiis  the  additional  incentive  to  creditable  per- 
fornmnce  in  places  of  public  trust  because  of  the  fact  that  his  father 
gave  up  his  life  while  battling  as  a  soldier  on  the  Union  side  during  the 
Civil  war. 

Charles  A.  Craig,  who  represents  an  old  American  family  of  Scotch 
antecedents,  was  born  in  the  City  of  Dayton,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio. 
His  father  was  Capt.  Alfred  T.  Craig,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  while 
the  gi-andfatlier  was  William  Craig,  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  William 
Craig,  to  trace  the  ancestry  still  further  back,  was  a  son  of  Elias,  Jr.,  and 
a  grandson  of  Elias  Craig,  Sr.  The  Craigs,  on  coming  from  Scotland, 
settled  in  New  Jersey  when  that  commonwealth  was  a  colony.  William 
Craig  was  a  machinist  by  trade,  and  when  a  young  man  he  moved  to 
Philadelphia  and  lived  ill  that  city  and  worked  at  his  vocation  the  rest 
of  his  life.  He  married  Sarah  Hutchinson,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of 
Delaware  and  spent  her  last  days  in  Philadelphia.  Capt.  Alfred  T.  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  city,  and  took  up  the  same  trade 
followed  by  his  father.  In  1854  he  came  West  and  settled  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  was  employed  there  until  1858,  and  then  established  his  home  in 
Sandusky.  lie  was  a  capable  workman  and  was  quietly  prosperous  and 
influential  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  He  responded  to  the  first 
call  for  troops,  in  a  three-month  regiment,  and  became  a  private  in  Com- 
pany E  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  At  the  end 
of  three  montlis  this  regiment  i<-i  nlislid  for  a  longer  period,  and  Cap- 
tain Craig  about  that  time  i-iMcixcd  his  commission  as  second  lieutenant 
and  subsequentlv  was  promoted  to  liist  lieutenant,  then  (•ai)taiii  of  Com- 
pany F  of  the  Eighth  Ohio.  He  led  Ins  .niniKiny  -^dlinilly  ninl  faithfully 
in  its  many  battles  and  endured  the  lMi-ilslii|is  and  shared  witli  his  com- 
panions the  rigors  of  army  life,  lie  fciniiht  in  many  niinur  eiicageiiients, 
but  the  historic  battles  in  which  he  |iai1  icipatcil' were  thuse  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, Antietam,  Gettysbnre-.  Winchester  and  the  Wihlerness.  He 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  was  twice  wounded  at  Antietam 
and  on  May  6,  1864,  lost  liis  life  in  the  terrific  struggle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness. His  body  was  never  recovered,  and  his  companions  reported  that 
it  mu.st  have  been  consumed  by  the  flames. 

Captain  Craig  mairied  llliza  .McCrea,  who  was  born  in  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  of  Scntch  ancestry,  having  come  to  America  with  an 
older  sister.  She  dietl  in  KSIJI)  in  lier  seventieth  year.  The  four  children 
reared  by  her  were  Fannie  E.,  Charles  A.,  Mary  T.,  and  Carrie  W.  Thv 
daugiiter  Fannie  married  John  B.  Woolson,  while  ^lary  is  tiic  wife  of 
Henry  Ilahn. 

Charles  A.  Craig  has  lived  in  Sandusky  since  early  childhood,  and 
gainetl  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  cit.y.  Wlien  his 
father  went  away  to  tiie  war  the  family  was  left  in  very  moclerate  circum- 
stances, and  with  the  death  of  Captain  Craig  increased  burdens  of 
responsibility  were  thrown  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  .young  lad,  then 
al)ou1  thirteen  years  of  age.  Instead  of  attending  school  he  besan  earning 
ids  living  by  work  as  a  delivery  boy  in  a  grocery  store.  His  next  employ- 
m(!nt  was  in  the  Woolworth  liandle  factorv.  where  he  remained  several 
years;  was  then  for  about  three  years  clerk  in  the  B.  &  O.  express  office, 
iind  for  four  years  with  K.  U.  Al'vord  &  Company,     lii  wlialcver  capacity 
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he  has  worked  his  service  has  been  characterized  by  diligence  and  faithful- 
ness. For  twelve  years  he  was  bookkeeper  with  E.  B.  Hodgman  Manufac- 
turing Company,  and  after  that  for  three  years  was  with  the  Jarecki 
Chemical  Company  three  years.  He  resigned  his  place  with  that  firm  to 
become  manager  and  treasurer  of  Kilborn  &  Company,  and  is  still  oiB- 
cially  identified  with  that  well-known  Sandusky  ciiiiccrn. 

In  politics  Mr.  Craig  cast  his  lirsl  i.ivsidcnt  iai  vote  for  James  A. 
Garfield  in  1880,  and  has  been  rc.uiihii-l,\  iilrntiiinl  with  the  grand  old 
party  for  fully  thirty-five  years.  For  several  years  lie  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  Republican  County  Central  Committee.  In  1899  he  was 
republican  candidate  for  the  office  of  county  auditor,  and  in  1914  was 
elected  to  his  present  office  as  treasurer  of  Erie  County.  Mr.  Craig  is 
affiliated  with  Garfield  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Sunj'endaend  Club. 

Louis  Duennisch.  Many  of  the  more  prominent  and  prosperous 
citizens  of  Ohio  were  born  on  the  further  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  since 
coming  to  this  country  to  live  have  been  active  and  useful  in  advancing 
the  industrial,  commercial,  financial  and  social  interests  of  town,  county 
and  state.  Conspicuous  among  the  number  may  be  mentioned  Louis 
Dueniiiscli.  of  Sandusky,  wliii.  (broun'h  his  own  efforts,  has  acquired  a 
compcli'iii  y,  ;iii,|  is  now  liviiiu'  rrliivil  from  active  busimss,  (li'\i)tiiig  his 
time  and  iMicr^;)  In  his  cxtinsiM-  |iii\al('  interests.  A  nati\c  of  ({ciaiiany, 
he  was  liitiai  Sr|>ii'iiili(r  4,  1842,  in  Ostheim,  Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach, 
where  liis  .hildliord  ihiys  were  spent,. 

His  lathci',  Andivw  Frederick  Duennisch,  was  born  in  Koenigshofen, 
Bavaria,  in  l8ii:i  He  learned  tli.'  tivide  of  a  millwright  when  young, 
and  followed  it  as  a  journc.Miian  in  (lifferent  places  in  Germany,  among 
tliem  being  Ostheim,  Sachscn-Winniar-Kisenach.  He  owned  and  oper- 
ated a  grist  mill  until  his  death,  in  1855.  His  last  place  of  business  was 
at  Fladungen,  Bavaria,  where  he  resided.  He  married  Marie  Elizabeth 
Engel,  a  native  of  Ostheim.  She  survived  him,  and  in  1857,  two  years 
after  his  deatli,  i-ainc  witli  her  son  Louis  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Sandusky, 
where  she  conlinurd  li.i-  residence  until  her  death,  in  1886,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  scvcniy-cight  years.  She  reared  two  children,  namely: 
Christian  and  Louis.  Christian  Dnmniscli  iniinij^rated  to  Ohio  in  1853, 
and  after  living  for  a  time  in  Sandusky  |iuicliasril  a  farm  n(>ar  A'enice, 
and  was  there  engaged  in  agricultuial  pursuits  until  liis  death,  at  a  com- 
paratively early  age. 

Louis  Duennisch  attended  school  at  Melfers,  until  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  when  lie  assisted  his  mother  in  the  mana.gement  of  the  mills 
until  she  sold  out,  in  1857,  In  that  year,  dcsii-dus  of  .j(iiiiin<i'  liis  brother 
Christian,  he  came  with  his  widowed  ukiI  her  to  1lie  i'liiled  States,  setting 
sail  from  Bremen  July  4,  and  landinu-  in  New  York  .\ni;ust  2'.K  \s'u.  He 
spent  a  short  time  in  Sandiisk-.\-,  alter  whii-h  he  lived  for  a  year  with  his 
brother  on  a  farm.  ReturniiiL;'  to  Saudnskx,  lie  continued  his  studies  at 
the  English  school,  and  when  sutlieieiitl,\-  familiar  with  the  native  lan- 
guage to  be  of  use,  enlei-ed  the  employ  of  J.'E.  Noreross,  then  sole  pro- 
prietor of  the  S.iudnsky  Sash,  Door  &  Blind  Company,  Shortly  after, 
Mr.  Noreross  sdld  an  interest  in  the  business  to  Mr.  E.  E.  Upp,  who  be- 
came .iunior  meiiilier  of  the  firm  of  Noreross  &  Upp.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, IVIr.  Duennisch  was  made  foreman  of  the  shop,  and  continued  with 
that  firm  and  its  successors  for  a  period  of  thirt,v-five  years,  at  the  time 
of  his  resignation  the  firm  name  being  George  R.  Butler  &  Company. 
Since  resigning  his  position  with  that  company  he  has  been  busily  em- 
ployed in  looking  after  his  private  affairs,  which  are  many  and  im- 
portant. 


/^  ^^^.-O^fl^    Vcr^L^^^^^^:^ 
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llr.  Dmniiisrli  Ims  hiM-n  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  \\iis  .\hii'j;iivi  Xiwinau,  was  of  German  parentage.  Slie  passed 
to  the  lifi-  111  \. 111(1  in  1^7.1.  in  early  womauliood.  He  married,  second,  in 
]S7S.  .M.ii-Li.iiTl  I'llii  rt,  who  \\,is  liorn,  reared  and  educated  in  Sandusky. 
Urv  fiiilhi-.  ('(iiiiail  l-;ii.il,  w.is  liin-n  in  Bavaria,  where  his  father,  a  nian- 
ufai-tun  r  nf  sash,  ddoi-s  and  liliiids.  was  a  life-long  resident.  lulucated 
in  Bavaria,  he  learned  his  latlin's  ttadi-  while  working  with  him,  and 
also  obtained  a  thorough  knowliduv  nf  .ahiuetmaking.  In  1853,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-eight  years.  Jlr.  i'lh.  it  .aiih'  In  Ohio,  and  thereafter  followed 
his  trades  in  Sandusk>-  tlii-diitili  his  a.  ii\c  life,  residing  in  this  eity  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  si\(iit  \  Imn'  \ ,  ai  s.  Mr.  Ebert  married  Margax-et 
Denninger,  who  was  liorn  in  .Alardldswcrsaeh,  Bavai'ia,  the  daughter  of  a 
lifc-lnng  farmer  of  that  locality.  She  came  to  this  country  at  the  age  of 
Ihirty-one  years;  was  married  to  Mr.  Ebert  in  1853,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  lifty-eight  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children,  namely: 
Karl  Ebert ;  ]\Iargaret,  now  Mrs.  Duennisch ;  and  Conrad  Ebert. 

Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Duennisch  have  traveled  extensively,  both  in  this  coun- 
try and  abroad.  In  1895  they  visited  the  "Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun" 
at  a  very  fortunate  time,  when  the  M^eather  was  clear  and  the  atmospliere 
free  from  fog.  On  this  trip  they  also  visited  throughout  Europe.  In 
18!)9  they  toured  Jlexico.  and  in  1900  they  again  visited  Europe,  going 
to  the  place  where  hi-  was  hoi'n.  and  also  seeinn-  tli,.  |)i-iiiei|ial  points  of 
interest  in  Franee,  S\\  ii/ei-iand.  iteltiium  and  Mniilaiid.  'i'bey  likewise 
had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  Passion  Play  at  Oberanuuergau.  They 
also  made  an  extended  trip  through  the  Holy  Land,  visiting  all  places 
of  interest  to  the  traveler,  including  among  others  the  City  of  Jerusalem. 
They  also  made  stops  In  Gibraltar,  Malta,  Algiers,  Alexandria,  Cairo, 
Constantino])le,  and  Athens,  becoming  familiar  with  the  people  of  tliose 
noted  i)laei'S  and  thi-ir  customs. 

Among  their  cherished  possessions  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duennisch  have  a 
Bible  which  has  been  in  the  family  nearly  300  years,  bearing  the  dates 
1643  and  1644.  Mr.  Duennisch  also  has  a  watch  upwards  of  a  hundred 
years  old.  It  is  of  the  bull  's-eye  type,  with  a  separable  ease,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  silver  chain  attached  is  a  seal  upon  which  his  father's  mono- 
gram is  engraved. 

Fraternallv  Mr.  Dueiniiseli  is  a  memliei'  of  Perseverance  Lodge,  No. 
329,  Free  and  Accepted  ^la-.ns;  of  Sandusky  City  Chaptei-.  No.  72, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  of  Sandnsky  City  Conneik  No.  lid,  i;,,\al  and  Select 
Masters;  of  Erie  Comniaudeiy.  .\o.  1':;.  Kni'^his  Tempkirs:  and  of  San- 
dusky Lodge,  No.  285,  Benevolent  and  Pmteetive  Older  of  Elks.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duennisch  wei'e  confirmed  in  tlie  Lutheran  Evangelical 
Church,  but  are  now  members  of  the  Christian  Science  Church. 

PuoF.  Roy  D.  ;\lrrciiELL.  As  proprietor  of  the  Sandusky  Business 
College,  Pi-nf.  Roy  1).  ilitcliell  is  personally  identified  with  an  inijjortant 
ediiealional  institution  of  the  city,  and  is  contributing  his  full  share  in 
so  devel(i|iing  the  business  ability  of  the  young  men  and  women  of  Erie 
County  as  to  make  tlieni  a  self-reliant  and  self-suiiporting  class  of  people. 
He  was  boi'u  .November  4,  1S7:!,  in  a  sod  liouse  five  miles  north  of  the 
present  site  of  Bradsliaw,  York  County.  Nebraska,  lie  saw  a  train  of 
cars  for  the  first  time  when  the  Burlington  road  was  extended  into  Brad- 
sliaw ;  he  was  then  nine  .years  old.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Hugh 
Mitchell,  who  emigrated  from  Ayr  County,  Scotland,  to  America  in 
1782,  the  line  of  descent  being  as  follows :  Hugh  iMitchell,  John  Mitchell, 
William  Mitchell,  James  Mitchell,  and  Roy  D.  Mitchell. 

William  Mitchell,  the  Professor's  grandfather,  was  born  Sei)tember 
14,  1811.  At  Cadiz,  Ohio,  October  IS,  1838,  he  nmrried  :\lary  .Ann  Atki- 
son,  and  there  was  a  resident  until  1855.     In  the  spring  of  that  year. 
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accompanied  by  his  family,  he  removed  to  Lynnville,  Jasper  County, 
Iowa,  going  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  to  Keokuk,  theuce 
by  team  to  Lynnville,  where  he  became  a  pioneer  settler.  At  that  time 
there  were  no  railroads  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  all  of  the  country 
roundabout  was  in  its  original  wildness.  His  wife  died  in  186-4  and  is 
buried  in  Lynnville  cemetery.  After  farming  a  few  years  in  that  local- 
ity, he  moved  to  Boone  County,  Iowa,  and  there  spent  his  last  days,  at 
his  death,  which  occurred  June  6,  1887,  being  buried  in  the  Mitchell 
cemetery,  three  miles  west  of  Zenorsville.  He  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Wilson  at  Ridge  Port,  Iowa,  in  November.  1868,  who  survived  him  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

The  birth  of  James  :\ri1.lirll  occurred  June  13,  1845,  in  Cadiz,  Ohio, 
whci-c  the  first  ten  yc'iis  of  his  life  were  spent.  Going  then  to  Iowa  with 
his  j)aients,  he  was  lliciv  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  On  December 
31,  1869,  he  was  unitetl  in  marriage  with  Lucinda  Myers.  The  following 
spring  he  joined  the  JMyers  colony,  which  included  his  wife's  father  and 
mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  made  an  overland  .journey,  driving  an 
o.x  team  to  York  County,  Nebraska.  All  of  that  section  of  the  Union  was 
then  owned  either  by  the  Government  or  by  the  railroad  companies,  and 
antelope  and  other  wild  game  native  to  that  section  were  plentiful,  and 
not  very  far  away  large  herds  of  buffalo  roamed  the  prairies.  Each 
autumn  the  pioneer  settlers  used  to  go  in  parties  in  search  of  buffalo,  and 
would  cure  the  large  quantities  of  buffalo  meat  brought  home  by  the 
sportsmen  for  future  use  on  the  table.  Securing  a  tract  of  Government 
land.  Ml'.  James  IMitchell  built  a  .sod  house  which  the  family  occupied  a 
number  of  years,  and  began  the  improvement  of  a  homestead,  doing  all 
of  his  farm  work  and  marketing  with  oxen,  having  no  horses.  The  sod 
house  made  possible  the  settlement  of  the  prairies,  as  no  wood  was  obtain- 
able without  hauling  it  a  great  distance.  The  walls  were  thick  and  the 
houses  comfortable  both  summer  and  winter,  but  the  settlers  endured 
many  hardships  and  discouragements  on  the  wind-swept  plains  the  first 
few  years.  Columbus,  sixty  miles  away,  in  Platte  County,  was  the  near- 
est trading  point,  and  he  not  only  frequently  went  there,  Init  he  also 
made  trips  with  oxen  to  Lincoln,  which  was  still  furlliei-  ilistaiit.  Suc- 
ceeding well  in  his  agricultural  undertakings,  he  improved  his  land, 
erected  a  good  set  of  farm  1uiil(lini;s,  and  there  lived  until  1914,  when 
he  sold  out  his  Nelir;iskn  inteiisfs.  and  now  makes  his  home  with  a  son 
who  lives  not  far  frdiii  the  old  liomestead.  His  wife  died  November  11, 
1904,  leaving  four  sons,  as  follows:  Charles  B.,  York,  Nebraska  :  Chaun- 
cey  H.,  Oklaunion,  Texas;  Roy  D.;  and  William  P.,  wh..  resided  at  Tel- 
luride,  Colorado,  at  the  time  of  his  accidental  death  theic  .Ala\-  l24,  1911. 

Having  obtained  his  preliminary  education  in  the  rural  schools  of 
his  native  district,  Roy  D.  Mitchell  continued  his  studies  at  York  Col- 
lege, later  teaching  three  terms  in  the  rural  school  of  his  home  district. 
He  then  completed  a  full  course  at  the  Omaha  Commercial  College,  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  after  which  he  entered  the  Woodbine  (Iowa)  Normal 
School,  where  for  two  years  he  still  further  advanced  his  studies  in 
preparation  for  teaching.  In  1898,  on  July  11.  Professor  ^litehell  came 
to  Sandusky  to  accept  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  Sandusky  I'.nsiness 
College,  and  taught  under  T.  W.  Bookmyer,  the  proprii'tm-  for  nine  years. 
On  June  1,  1907,  the  professor  sneeeeded  to  the  ownersliip  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  in  its  management  has  met  with  snei-ess,  his  school  being 
well  patronized,  and  its  graduates  heino-  weU  fitted  for  business  positions; 
he  is  also  closely  identified  with  some  of  the  financial  and  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  city. 

On  June  28,  1899,  at  Woodbine,  Iowa,  Professor  Mitchell  married 
Bertha  Emily  Hall,  who  was  born  in  Harrison  County.  Iowa,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Camilla  Hall.     A  woman  of  culture  and  refinement,  she 
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was  educated  in   Iowa,   being  graduated   from   the   Woodbine   Normal 
School,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  Sandusky  Business  College. 

The  professor  is  identified  witli  the  Masonic  fratei'uity,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Perseverance  Lodge  X(i.  il'!!,  I'lte  and  Accepted  Masons;  of  San- 
dusky Cit.y  Chapter  No.  72.  Ihiv.iI  .Vreh  Masons;  of  Sandusky  City 
Council  No.  2(i,  Royal  and  Sehrt  Masters;  and  of  Erie  Commandery  No. 
23,  Knights  Templar. 

Samuel  Irvine.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  Sandusky,  Samuel  Irvine,  now  living  retired  from  active 
pursuits,  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  eminently  deserving  of  special 
mention  in  a  work  of  this  character.  A  son  of  John  Irvine,  he  was  born, 
.Alay  28,  1834,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  of  S,(,t.li- Irish  descent.  His 
paternal  grandparents,  who  were  of  lionored  Sccitcli  anrcsliy,  were  life- 
long residents  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  altliougli  several  of  their 
children  came  to  America  to  settle,  including  the  following:  David, 
Samu«l  R.,  William,  John,  and  another  son,  who  after  living  a  few  years 
in  New  York  City  returned  to  Ireland.  David  located  in  Fitchburg, 
.Massachusetts,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  Samuel  R.  settled 
first  in  Philadelphia,  from  there  coming,  in  1852,  to  Ohio,  locating  in 
Sandusky,  and  a  few  yeai's  later  moving  with  his  family  to  Toledo,  which 
was  afterwards  his  lidiuf.  William  lived  in  Pittsburgh  for  a  time,  from 
there  going  to  Mississi|i|ii,  where  he  married,  and  was  sub.sequently 
engaged  in  the  culture  of  cotton  until  murdered  by  one  of  his  slaves. 

John  Irvine  came  to  America  directly  after  his  marriage,  and  after 
following  his  trade  of  carpenter  in  Philadelphia  for  a  time  settled  in 
Pittsburgh.  Leaving  that  city  in  1847,  he  came  by  stage  to  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  where,  the  following  spring,  he  was  joined  by  his  family,  who 
proceeded  by  boat  up  the  Ohio  River  to  Beaver,  Pennsylvania,  thence 
via  canal  and  lake  to  Cleveland  and  Sandusky.  Following  his  trade  of 
a  cai-penter  and  builder,  he  erected  some  of  the  more  important  buildings 
of  that  early  day,  including  a  luimber  of  fine  residences.  Going  to  St. 
Joseph.  Missouri,  in  1858,  he  was  engaged  in  contracting  there  for  a  short 
time,  and  then  moved  to  Elwood,  Kansas.  In  1860,  joining  the  tide  of 
emigration  surging  westward,  he  crossed  the  plains  with  ox  teams  to 
Denver,  from  there  going  to  the  divide,  where  he  took  up  Government 
land,  and  eml)arked  in  the  culture  of  potatoes,  home-grown  ones  at  that 
tinu'  bringing  eight  cents  a  pound,  and  other  provisions,  all  of  which 
had  to  be  transported  by  teams,  were  correspondiiijily  high.  Two  years 
late)'  he  settled  in  the  valley,  half  wa.y  lid  wren  Denver  and  Pueblo,  in 
the  place  later  known  as  Irvine  Station.  S.rmiim  :,{.){)  acres  of  land,  be 
irrigated  and  improved  the  place,  and  tiieit'  resided  until  1886.  He 
then  sold  a  part  of  his  ranch  and  moved  to  Pueblo,  where  his  death 
occurred,  July  3,  1887.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Boyd, 
was  born  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  and  died  October  6,  1  !)()(>,  in  Los 
Angeles,  California,  leaving  five  children,  Samuel,  John,  William.  David 
A.,  and  Milton  B. 

Having  obtainetl  a  jjractical  knowledge  of  the  common  liraiiciies  of 
learning  in  the  public  schools  of  Sandusky,  Samuel  Irvine  scivcd  an 
ap{)renticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  father,  and  subseciuently 
accompanied  the  family  to  St.  Joseph,  Mi.ssouri,  later  going  to  Kansas, 
where  he  continued  at  his  trade  until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war.  On  October  12,  1861,  inspired  by  patriotic  enthusiasm,  Mr.  Irvine 
enli.sted  in  Company  1.  S(>venth  Kansas  Cavalry,  under  conunand  of 
Capt.  J.  M.  Anthony,  in  1863,  having  faithfully  performed  his  duties 
as  a  brave  soldier  in  eanip  and  field  until  the  expiration  of  liis  term  of 
enlistment,  he  vetei\-iiii/',ed.  and  witii  liis  eoinniand  went  to  Cni'intli.  Mis- 
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sissippi,  where  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  guarding  the  railways  of 
that  section  of  the  countrJ^ 

Honorably  discharged  from  the  service  as  first  lieutenant  on  Septem- 
ber 29,  1865,  Mr.  Irvine  followed  his  trade  at  Waukon,  Kansas,  until 
1868.  Coming  back  then  to  Sandusky,  where  he  had  spent  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  he  entered  the-  employ  of  the  Sandusky  Wheel 
Compan.y,  with  which  he  was  actively  connected  for  twenty-two  years, 
during  the  last  eight  years  of  the  time  being  superintendent  of  the  busi- 
ness. Since  severing  his  connection  with  that  company,  he  has  lived 
retired  from  business  activities  and  cares. 

Mr.  Irvine  married,  July  1,  1866,  Daphne  R.  Poster,  who  was  born  in 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  William  Howell  Foster.  Born  Novem- 
ber 21,  1810,  in  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  Mr.  Foster  there  acquired  a  good 
education  in  his  youth,  and  while  a  young  man  started  westward  in 
search  of  fame  and  fortune.  Coming  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  he  taught 
school  for  a  while  at  Seven  IMile  House,  and  then,  having  met  with  most 
encouraging  success  in  his  labors,  he  returned  to  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  where  he  married,  and  with  his  bride  came  back  to  Ohio,  coming 
by  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  Lake  Erie  to  Cleveland,  and 
from  there  to  the  interior  with  ox  team.  Locating  near  Castalia,  he 
bought  land,  but  soon  sold  that  indpi-rty.  and  purduisid  another  farm 
in  the  same  township.  He  was  siilisr(|ui'iitly  llinr  siicci'ssfully  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil  until  his  death,  Frlniiiiry  L'l;.  1.n74.  .Mi-,  l-'uster  married 
Caroline  Charlotte  Brush,  who  was  born  at  St.  Albans,  X'ermont,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1810,  and  died  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  March  17,  1901.  She 
reared  three  children,  as  follows:  Helen  Charlotte,  Daphne  Rhoda,  and 
Romeo  William. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvine  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  and  the  two 
living  are  John  W.  and  Justin  S.  Jolm  W.  Irvine,  a  resident  of  Cincin- 
nati, married  Rose  Kirkpatrick,  and  they  have  three  children,  Daphne, 
Carrie  Luella,  and  Helen  Lucille.  Justin  S.  Irvine,  who  lives  in  Cleve- 
land, married  Carrie  Dunlap.  Carrie,  born  November  14,  1866,  died 
January  10,  1894,  and  Helen  L.,  born  October  16,  1868,  died  May  7, 
1887.  Mr.  Irvine  is  a  member  of  ^McMeens  Post  No.  19,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  Mrs.  Irvine  belongs  to  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps. 

William  A.  AValdock.  Worthy  of  special  mention  in  a  work  of  this 
character  is  William  A.  Waldock,  who  holds  an  assured  position  among 
the  esteemed  and  respected  citizens  of  Sandusky,  his  industry,  integrity 
and  thrift  having  gained  'for  him  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resides.  A  son  of  the  late  Frederick  David  Wal- 
dock, he  was  born  August  10,  ISHH.  n.^iii'  Bloomingville,  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  on  a  farm,  and  is  of  Englisli  .Icsnnt,  liis  grandfather  Waldock, 
who  as  an  ironmonger  dealt  in  iiiclnis  aiui  implements,  having  been  a 
lifelong  resident  of  Huntingdonshire,  England. 

Frederick  David  Waldock  was  born  in  1832  in  Huntingdonshire,  Eng- 
land, where,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he  began  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  butcher's  trade.  Embarking  in  business  on  his  own  account  in  his 
native  place,  he  carried  on  butchering  until  1859,  when,  accompanied  by 
his  family,  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  United  States.  Coming  directly 
to  Ohio,  he  joined  his  brother-in-law  in  Erie  County,  hoping  to  soon  find 
remunerative  employment.  Business  was  then  very  dull  throughout  the 
Union,  and  the  times  unusually  hard.  Being  offered  the  job  of  digging 
a  ditch,  he  agreed  to  do  the  work  for  fifty  cents  a  day.  As  the  man 
demurred  at  giving  so  much  for  the  labor,  Mr.  Waldock  offered  to  take 
the  job  by  contract  at  fifteen  cents  a  rod,  the  ditch  to  be  five  feet  wide  at 
the  top.  two  feet  at  the  bottom,  and  three  feet  deep.  The  man  agreed  to 
the  price  set,  and  at  that  rate  Mr.  Waldock  earned  seventy-five  cents  per 
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day.  A  year  after  his  arrival  in  Erie  County,  he  purchased  four  acres 
of  land  half  way  between  Bloomingrville  and  the  "seven-mile-house,"  and 
there  started  in  the  butrh,  riny-  Imsiii.ss.  li.iviiiii-  one  horse  and  a  wagon, 
and  retailing  his  meat  in  S.nplnsky.  \\r  \\;is  snon  enabled  to  buy  eight 
more  acres  of  land,  ami  as  his  m.-ans  iiinvas,,!  he  bought  live  stock,  and 
greatly  enlarged  his  operations,  ila  bought  a  farm  situated  one  mile 
north  "of  the  seven-mile-house,  and  there  continued  his  business  success- 
fully until  his  death,  in  1912.  He  was  a  man  of  good  biisiness  judgment, 
and  made  wise  investments,  at  the  time  of  his  death  having  title  to  365 
acres  of  valuable  land.  He  married  Fannie  Greene,  who  was  born  at 
St.  Ives,  England,  and  died  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  in  1913.  Of  their 
union  eight  children  were  born,  as  follows:  Frederick;  Lizzie,  deceased; 
John;  Charles;  Annie,  deceased;  William  A.,  the  subject  of  this  brief 
sketch  ;  George  ;  and  Fannie. 

Educated  in  the  district  schools,  "William  A.  Waldoek  learned  the 
trade  of  a  butcher  when  young,  and  in  early  manhood  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  live  stock  and  butchering  business,  and  has  been 
aitivrly  ciiuaged  in  the  same  business  until  the  present  writing,  in  1915. 
Ill  llMiii  li,.  lidught  a  farm  lying  one  mile  south  of  Sandusky,  and  occupied 
it  until  l!n:i.  when  he  removed  to  his  present  beautiful  home  on  Wayne 
Street,  Sandusky. 

Mr.  Waldoek  married,  on  April  26,  1900,  Ida  Erbe,  who  was  born  on 
a  farm  in  Jlargaretta  Township,  Erie  County,  of  German  ancestry.  Her 
father,  Philip  Erbe,  was  born,  naivd  and  rducatcd  in  I'.ailfii.  (irnnany, 
and  as  a  young  man  there  lea rnrd  tlii>  trade  nf  a  niilhi\  In  IStH.  hired 
by  the  wonderful  reports  of  tlir  |ii'(is|iriaty  of  tlic  Anicrii-aiis,  Iw  came  to 
the  United  States,  beint!-  sis  wcilvs  in  making  the  ocean  voyage  in  a  sail- 
ing vessel.  After  spindint:-  a  wi-y  few  days  in  New  York  City,  he  came 
to  Ohio,  and  for  a  wliilr  (ipirati/d  a  mill  in  Castalia.  When  ready  to 
invest  in  land,  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Margaretta  Township,  Erie 
County,  and  was  subsequently  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Mr.  Erbe  married  Emilia  Warnke,  a 
native  of  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  who  in  1849  came  to  America  with 
her  parents.  Her  father  died  a  few  years  later,  leaving  his  widow  with 
eiglit  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  the  sons  being  Charles, 
Frank,  Ernest  and  William,  and  the  damjlitets  Charlotte,  Loiiise,  Min- 
nie and  Amelia.  Mrs.  Emilia  (Wainkei  ililie.  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four  years,  reared  seven  ehildi-en,  as  tnllnws:  Anna,  Caroline, 
Tillie,  Charles,  Rose,  Ida  and  j\Iinnie.  Mrs.  Waldoek  taught  in  the  Cas- 
talia High  School  for  twelve  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waldoek  are  the 
parents  of  four  children,  namely :  Fi-ederick,  William,  Lucille  and 
Marion. 

Fralernalh  .Mr.  Waldoek  is  a  member  of  Sandusky  Lodge  No.  669, 
Independent  Older  of  Odd  Fellows;  and  of  Sandusky  Council  No.  278, 
United  Cninmereial  Travelers. 

Hon.  Cvris  B.  Winters.  An  esteemed  and  ciuinently  uscd'ul  citizen 
of  Sandusky,  lion.  Cyrus  B.  W^inters  is  widely  and  t'avdialily  known  in 
the  legal  circles  of  Erie  County,  and  as  a  representative  to  the  State 
Legislature  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  adininistiation  of  public 
affairs.  He  was  born  in  a  log  house  in  Townsend  Township,  Sandusky 
Coimty.  Ohio,  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  the  late  Benjamin  Winters. 

•  His  paternal  grandfather.  Christian  Winters,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  German  ancestry.  Leaving  his  native  state  in  eaidy  manhood, 
he  lived  for  a  time  in  IMaryland,  from  tliere  moving  with  his  family  to 
Canada.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  1812  he  returned  to  the 
United  States,  and  subsequently  served  in  the  army  until  the  close  of  the 
conflict.     He  continued  to  reside  in  the  East  until  1821,  when  he  mi- 
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grated  to  Ohio,  settling  as  a  pioneer  in  what  is  now  Huron  Townsliip, 
Erie  County.  Buying  a  tract  of  land  that  was  in  its  primitive  wildness, 
he  cleared  and  improved  a  homestead,  on  which  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  when  about  seventy-two  years  of  age.  He  was  very 
successful  as  a  farmer,  and  in  addition  to  his  original  purchase  of  land 
bought  600  acres  in  Townsend  Township,  Sandusky  County,  a  tract  that 
subsequently  came  into  the  possession  of  three  of  "his  sons,  Daniel,  John 
and  Benjamin.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ann  Palmer,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania. 

Born  in  Canada,  near  Port  Erie,  Benjamin  Winters  was  about  four- 
teen years  old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio.  He  assisted  his 
father  in  the  arduous  task  of  redeeming  a  farm  from  the  wilderness, 
and  when  of  age  assumed  possession  of  that  part  of  the  land  lying  in 
Townsend  Township  given  him  by  his  father.  After  erecting  a  log  cabin 
and  the  necessary  buildings  for  carrying  on  general  farming,  he  began 
to  improve  his  property,  and  there  remained  a  resident  until  his  death, 
in  September,  1861,  at  the  age  fifty-four  years.  He  married,  first,  a 
Miss  Whitmore,  and,  second,  Delia  A.  Downing,  who  was  born  in  Logan 
County,  Ohio,  where  her  father.  Milton  Downing,  was  a  pioneer  settler. 
His  first  wife  died  in  early  life,  leaving  him  with  three  children.  By  his 
second  marriage  he  became  the  father  of  seven  children,  as  follows: 
Bruce  M. ;  Cyrus  B.,  the  special  subject  of  this  brief  sketch ;  ]\IiIton  I. ; 
Delia  B. ;  Eugene  B. ;  Benjamin  W.,  and  Wilmer  D.  Mrs.  Winters  was 
a  woman  of  much  ability,  and  kept  her  family  together  until  all  were 
gi-own  and  had  homes  of  their  own. 

Acquiring  his  elementary  education  in  the  rural  schools  of  his  native 
district,  Cyrus  B.  Winters  subsequently  completed  the  course  of  study 
at  Milan  Normal  School,  after  which  he  assisted  in  the  management  of 
the  home  farm  for  two  years.  The  ensuing  two  years  he  was  deputy 
clerk  in  the  office  of  tlie  clerk  of  the  courts.  In  the  meantime  he  em- 
ployed all  of  his  leisure  in  the  study  of  law,  and  in  1874  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  After  practicing  his  chosen  profession  for  a  short  time  in 
Premont,  Mr.  Winters  located  in  Sandusky,  where  he  has  built  vip  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  has  identified  himself  with  the  leading 
movements  tending  towards  the  uplifting  and  betterment  of  the  city. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Winters  is  a  democrat.  He  has  ren- 
dered excellent  service  as  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  Board  of  Education, 
and  for  six  years  was  prosecuting  attorney  of  Erie  County.  In  1905 
he  was  elected  as  a  representative  to  the  Ohio  State  Legislature,  and  has 
had  the  honor  of  being  three  times  re-elected  to  the  same  high  position. 
While  in  that  body  lie  served  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Cities, 
on  Codes,  Courts  and  Procedure,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means.  He  is  an  authority  on  matters  pei'taining  to  legal 
affairs,  and  is  well  known  as  the  author  of  the  public  utility  law. 

I\Ir.  Winters  married,  in  1874,  Helen  E.  Clason,  who  was  born  in 
Logan  County,  Ohio,  where  her  father,  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Clason,  was  a 
prominent  physician  and  surgeon.  Six  children  have  blessed  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winters,  namely :  Bessie  H.,  wife  of  Howard  H. 
Brown ;  Cyrus  B.,  who  married  Dorothy  Streetman ;  Mabel  I. ;  Thomas 
C;  Katherine,  and  Richard. 

Hayes  M.  Adams.  Widely  and  favorably  known  as  county  auditor 
of  Erie  Countj^,  Hayes  M.  Adams,  of  Sandusky,  has  proved  himself  emi- 
nently worthy  of  the  confidence  and  trust  reposed  in  his  integrity  and 
ability,  invariably  giving  to  his  work,  however  humble  it  may  be,  his 
highest  efforts.  He  was  born  August  29,  1875.  in  Crawford  County, 
Ohio,  which  was  likewise  the  birthplace  of  his  father,  Ephraim  H. 
Adams,  a  son  of  Eli  Adams,  a  pioneer  settler  of  that  county.     Coming 
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from  honored  New  England  ancestry,  he  is  a  descendant  in  the  sixth 
generation  from  John  Adams,  the  second  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  his  wife  Aliii:-,iil  (Smirli)  Adams,  their  grandson,  Ephraim  Adams, 
having  been  his  urcit-izi  miuII'.iiIht. 

Born  and  lind  in  Ahissarlmsrtts,  Ephraim  Adams  lived  there  until 
after  his  marriage.  Migrating  to  New  York  State  with  iiis  family  in 
1806,  he  became  a  pioneer  settler  of  Cayuga  County.  Afti-r  tlie  l)urn- 
ing  of  Buffalo  by  the  British  in  181:5  he  again  staitrd  westward  with  his 
family,  going  with  a  team  to  Lake  Erie,  thence  by  schoooner  to  Ohio, 
landing  at  Ogontz  Place,  the  present  site  of  the  City  of  Sandusky.  Nearlj' 
all  of  Ohio  was  then  a  wilderness,  being  the  hunting  ground  of  Indians, 
who  had  held  the  country  foi-  centuries  and  were  not  pleased  with  the 
advances  of  the  whiti'-fiic,  i|  stiani^crs.  Taking  up  a  tract  of  heavily  tim- 
bered laud  on  the  pi'cscnt  site  of  ^lilan,  he  ei-ected  a  log  cabin,  and  on 
the  homestead  which  he  improved  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  remain- 
ing years. 

Born  near  Boston.  ^Massachusetts.  .March  I'A,  1803,  Eli  Adams  was 
scarce  three  years  of  aiiv  when  ludniilit  li\-  iiis  pai-ents  to  Erie  County. 
Growing  to  manhood  ln'tieatli  the  |i;irerit,il  iMofti-ic.  he  .issisted  his  father 
in  the  pioneer  task  of  ch'ai'ine  the  himl.  ti'cely  tiixinc'  his  lime  and  labor, 
and  at  the  death  of  his  father  receiving,  it  is  said,  as  his  share  of  the 
estate,  a  scythe,  which  he  at  once  traded  for  a  pair  of  shoes.  Subse- 
quently taking  up  Government  land  in  Texas  Township,  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  he  built  the  customary  log  cabin  of  the  pioneer,  and  in 
the  course  of  time  improved  a  productive  farm.  He  spent  the  later  years 
of  his  life  with  his  children,  in  Bloomville  and  La  Timljerville,  dying 
at  the  home  of  a  son  in  the  latter  named  place  at  tlie  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  He  married,  in  1827,  Myra  Angeline  Andrews,  wiioso 
father,  James  Andrews,  a  native  of  Chester  County,  I'ennsyhania.  was 
a  pioneer  of  Crawford  County,  Ohio.  She  died  in  Bloomville,  Ohio,  in 
1875.  Pour  of  the  sons  born  of  their  union  served  during  the  Civil  war 
in  the  Union  army. 

Ephraim  II.  Adams  was  Ikdh  Di.iinber  !),  18.11,  in  the  log  cabin 
erected  by  his  father  in  Texas  T(iwnshi(),  Crawford  County,  and  there 
grew  to  man's  estate,  as  a  youth  learning  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  sub- 
sequently settled  in  Lykens  Townshij),  Crawi'oi-d  County,  and  at  tlie 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  there  enlisted  in  the  reginu'ut  known  as 
the  "Mechanics'  Fusileers,"  an  organization  that  had  not  been  autiior- 
ized  by  the  Government,  and  was  not  accepted.  Enlisting,  in  18(54,  in 
Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
he  went  with  his  command  to  Virginia,  and  there  continued  with  his 
regiment  until  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  enlistment.  Returning  to  Crawford  County,  he  worked  at 
his  trade  until  1880.  when  hu  moved  to  Sycamore,  Wyandot  County, 
whicli  was  his  home  for  three  year.s.  In  1883  he  came  to  Sandusky,  and 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  city,  or  of  Clyde,  ever  since.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  wife  of  Ephraim  II.  Adams  was  Letitia  Brown.  She  was 
born,  of  English  ancestry,  in  Hamilton,  Ontario,  a  daughter  of  Asa  and 
Nan(ry  (Lee)  Brown,  and  died  in  1887.  Three  ('hildren  were  born  of 
their" marriage,  as  follows:  Asa  Eli;  Harry,  wlio  lived  but  five  years; 
and  Hayes  i\I. 

Asa  Eli  Adams  was  l)orii  in  ('i-awi'ord  County,  Ohio.  August  'JS, 
1864,  and  at  the  early  age  of  ten  yars  h.-an  working  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade.  An  able  mechanic,  skillful  in  tlie  use  of  tools,  he  soon  be- 
came proficient  at  his  trade,  which  he  has  followed  continuously  in  San- 
dusky since  1884.  He  married,  July  4,  1887,  Mi.ss  Sallie  Livinia  Martin, 
who 'was  horn  at  .Martins  i'oint,  Margaretta  'i'ownship,  Krie  County, 
Oiiio       lf,.r  father,   C.    N.'lscui    Martin,   was  horn   -lulv   L'l,    18:!4,   in   San- 
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dusky,  where  his  parents,  Richard  and  Sallie  Martin,  were  pioneer  set- 
tlers, and  married  in  early  manhood  Phebe  Reed.  Jlr.  and  Mvs.  Asa 
Eli  Adams  have  four  children  living,  namely :  Phebe  Letitia,  Gracie 
Maude,  Cecil  Livinia,  and  jMabel  Dorothy. 

Gleanino:  his  first  knowledge  of  books  in  the  rural  schools  of  his 
i):itivi'  (listi-iet,  Hayes  M.  Adniiis  siiiisc(|uently  continued  his  studies  iu 
liliiiiiii\  illc,  and  later  attendrd  ilic  public  schools  of  Sandusky,  making 
liis  hoiiir  with  his  brotlier  As,i  in  I  lie  meantime.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  began  an  ai)|>iviitiiisliip  at  the  barber's  trade,  with  which  he 
was  actively  associated  lui'  nine  years.  He  afterwards  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Sandusky  Cas  Company  as  meter  reader  and  collector,  and 
while  thus  occupied  made  good  use  of  his  leisure  time  by  taking  a  corre- 
spondence course  in  bookkeeping.  He  was  subsequently  twice  promoted 
by  his  employers,  first  to  the  position  of  teller,  and  later  becoming 
cashier  of  the  company.  At  the  end  of  seven  years  Mr.  Adams  severed 
his  connection  with  the  gas  company  and  accepted  the  position  of  general 
bookkeeper  in  the  Citizens  Bank,  in  which  he  was  later  made  individual 
bookkeeper,  continuing  with  the  bank  in  that  capacity  until  his  election 
as  county  auditor  of  Erie  County.  When  Mr.  Adams  was  first  chosen 
to  this  responsible  office,  in  November,  1912,  he  had  a  majority  of  106 
votes  only,  but  in  November,  1914,  he  received  a  majority  of '2,893  of 
the  votes  cast,  the  large  increase  in  his  favor  showing  his  popularity  as 
a  county  official. 

Mr.  Adams  married,  in  1899,  IMiss  Katherine  L.  Bier,  who  was  l)orn 
in  Sandusky,  and  was  there  brought  up  and  educated.  Her  father, 
Henry  Bier,  a  native  of  Hessen,  Germany,  immigrated  to  America  in 
1852,  settling  in  Sandusky,  where  he  met  and  maiTied  .Mary  L.  Stocker, 
who  was  born  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  and  came  to  (liis  eoimtry  in  1871. 

A  stanch  republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Adams  east  his  lirst  presidential 
vote  for  William  McKinley,  and  has  ever  since  taken  an  active  and  in- 
telligent interest  in  public  affairs.  He  is  officially  identified  with  various 
fraternal  organizations,  being  a  member  and  chancellor  commander  of 
Sandusky  Lodge  No.  128,  Knights  of  Pythias;  a  member  and  past  com- 
mander of  F.  W.  Stevens  Tent  No.  1293,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees;  a 
member  of  Sandusky  Lodge  No.  285,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks;  a  member  of  Sandusky  Aerie  No.  444,  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles;  and  of  Sandusky  Herd  No.  471,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose. 

Hon.  Malcolm  Kelly.  Bringing  to  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession an  earnest  zeal,  a  well  trained  mind,  and  habits  of  industry,  Hon. 
Malcolm  Kelly,  a  leading  citizen  of  Sandusky,  has  won  success  as  an 
attorney-at-law,  and  holds  an  honored  position  in  the  legal  circles  of 
Erie  County.  A  son  of  the  late  John  Kelly,  he  was  born  in  Danbury 
Township,  Ottawa  County.  Ohio,  of  excellent  Irish  ancestry  on  his 
father's  side,  and  Puritan  New  England  ancestry  on  his  mother's  side. 

His  paternal  grandfather.  William  Kelly,  was  born  in  1779.  in  the 
Parish  of  Gardaughy,  County  Down,  Ireland,  where  he  began  life  for 
him,self  as  a  linen  draper.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  with  Jane  Reed, 
a  native  of  County  Down,  he  started  for  America  in  1805,  arriving  in 
Philadelphia,  and  from  there  going  to  New  York  State.  In  1818,  taking 
passage  at  Buffalo  on  the  sailing  vessel  Perseverance,  he  came  to 
Ohio,  landing  in  Sandusky  after  a  lake  voyage  of  six  weeks,  in  the  month 
of  December.  With  his  family,  he  spent  the  following  winter  in  a  log 
cabin  that  had  been  used  as  a  cooper's  shop.  He  was  very  well  educated 
for  those  days,  and  for  some  time  after  coming  to  Ohio  was  employed  as 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  county  auditor  at  Port  Clinton,  Ottawa  County. 
He  spent  the  last  of  his  life  with  his  son  John,  dying  there  in  1867. 
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John  Kelly  was  born  in  Troy,  New  York,  in  1809,  and  as  a  lad  of 
nine  years  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio.  In  early  life  he  worked  at 
the  mason's  trade,  but  afterwards  bought  land  in  Danbury  Township, 
and  was  there  successfully  engapfd  in  nccrieultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  in  1883.  His  wife,  whosi-  iM.iidrn  n.iijii'  was  Elizabeth  Pettibone, 
was  said  to  have  been  the  first  whitr  eluM  bdrn  in  Newburg,  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio,  her  birth  having  ucL-iuivd  there  in  1814.  Her  father, 
Truman  Pettibone,  a  native  of  Vermont,  migrated  to  Ohio  in  early 
manhood,  and  for  awhile  followed  his  trade  of  a  cabinetmaker.  IMr. 
Pettibone  married  Phebe  Wolcott,  a  "daughter  of  Benajah  and  Eliazbeth 
(Bradley)  Wolcott.  Mr.  Wolcott,  a  native  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionar.y  war,  being  a  member  of  the 
Forty-first  Connccticnt  Rocrirnrnt.  In  1809  Mr.  Pettibone  came  with  his 
family  to  Ott:i\\a  ('(iiiiil.\.  (Hiicj,  locating  in  Danbury  Township,  on  land 
donated  to  his  wile  hy  j^pijiliras  Bull,  to  settlers  coming  in.  After  the 
surrender  of  Hull,  in  1S12,  the  Indians  of  that  vicinity  were  very  trou- 
blesome, and  all  of  the  whites  fled,  the  Pettibones  going  to  Newburg, 
where  they  remained  until  peace  was  restored.  On  their  return  to  the 
home  farm  they  found  that  nothing  had  been  disturbed,  a  fact  that  he 
attributed  to  the  influence  of  his  friend.  Chief  Ogontz.  For  some  time 
Mr.  Pettibone  had  charge  of  the  Marblehead  light.  His  death  occurred 
in  1832. 

After  leaving  the  rural  schools  of  his  native  township,  Malcolm  Kelly 
attended  the  Sandusky  High  School  two  years,  after  which  he  taught 
school  two  or  three  terms.  Going  then  to  Oberlin,  he  completed  the 
course  of  stud.y  in  a  business  college,  where  he  was  subsequently  employed 
as  a  teacher  for  two  years.  He  then  began  the  study  of  law,  for  which 
he  had  a  natural  aptitude,  with  Homer  Goodwin,  and  in  1873  was  grad- 
uated from  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Going  to 
Chicago,  Mr.  Kelly  was  soon  admitted  to  the  Illinois  bar,  and  continued 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  that  city  for  two  years.  Returning  to 
Ohio  in  1875,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar,  and  immediately  opened 
a  law  olifice  at  Port  Clinton.  In  1898  Mr.  Kelly  located  in  Sandusky, 
where-  he  has  since  mntinnid  in  active  practice,  holding  high  rank 
among  the  more  abh-  .iinl  siimssful  lawyers  of  this  section  of  the  state. 
In  1891  he  was  ehifid  Jiuli;!'  of  the  first  subdivision  of  the  Fourth 
Judicial  Circuit  to  till  botli  an  unexpired  term  and  a  full  term,  and 
remained  on  the  bench  for  six  years,  filling  the  position  most  acceptabl}'. 

Mr.  Kelly  married,  in  1876,  Susan  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Fremont, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Eleanor  (Bowland)  Smith,  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  SandTisky  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  have  three  children, 
namely :    Amy  R.,  Bessie  A.,  and  Donald  M. 

Rev.  Joskfm  S.  Widmann.  For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  the 
Rev.  Joseph  S.  Widmann  has  been  associated  with  Saint  Mary's  Church 
at  Sandusky,  first  as  curate  and  later  as  pastor,  and  during  his  long 
period  of  service  he  has  labored  diligently  in  the  interests  of  the  parish, 
being  a  tireless  and  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  the  faith.  A  son  of 
Daniel  Widmann,  he  was  l>()rn  in  Rice  Township,  Sandusky  County, 
Ohio. 

Daniel  Widmann  was  born,  bred  and  educated  in  Germany,  the  home 
for  many  generations  of  his  ancestors.  His  sympathy  with  the  revolu- 
tionists of  1848  was  so  clearly  evident  he  as  soon  as  possible  after  that 
historical  event  was  obliged  to  leave  the  Fatherland.  Taking  passage  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  he  landed  in  New  York  six  weeks  later,  and  going  from 
there  by  rail  to  Albany,  he  continued  his  .iourney  westward  to  Buffalo 
by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  tbenee  by  Lake  Erie  to  Sandusky,  arriving 
in  that  city  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  with  but  fifty  cents  to  his  name. 
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Seeking  employniciit,  lie  subsequently  worked  for  different  farmers  in  the 
vieinity  of  Noiwnik,  liillevue  and  Fremont.  Being  industrious  and 
prudent  in  his  (■xi)iMi(lilures,  he  accumulated  some  money  and  in  due 
course  of  time  was  enabled  to  buy  eighty  acres  of  land,  paying  $11  an 
acre  for  the  tract.  A  small  clearing  and  a  set  of  log  buildings  constituted 
the  only  improvements  that  had  been  made  on  the  place.  Succeeding 
well  in  his  undertakings,  he  afterwai'd  purchased  a  tract  of  timbered 
land  at  $8  an  acre,  but  subsequently  disiMiscd  of  that  property.  He 
improved  the  greater  portion  of  his  land,  erected  a  substantial  set  of 
frame  buildings,  and  continued  his  residence  in  Rice  Township  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  The  maiden  name  of  the  wife 
of  Daniel  Widmann  was  Mary  Hafuer.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years  came  with  her  parents  to  America,  locating 
with  them  in  Ohio,  where  she  still  lives,  making  her  home  with  her  chil- 
dren since  the  death  of  her  husband.  She  reared  seven  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

Having  acquired  his  elementary  education  in  the  rural  schools  of 
his  native  township,  Joseph  S.  Widmann  subsequently  continued  his 
studies  in  Toledo  for  two  years,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  entered 
the  classical  department  of  Canisius  College  in  Buffalo,  where  he 
remained  five  years.  Going  then  to  Cleveland,  he  entered  Saint  Mary's 
Theological  Seminary,  and  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  by  the  late 
Bishop  Horstmann  from  that  institution  on  April  8,  1892.  Coming 
directly  to  Sandusky,  he  served  as  curate  of  Saint  IMary's  Church  for 
nine  years,  from  April,  1892,  until  April,  1901,  when  he  assumed  his 
present  responsible  position  as  pastor  of  the  church.  Father  Widmann 
is  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  earnest  and  thorough  in  all  of  his 
work,  both  spiritual  and  corporal,  and  has  been  largely  instrumental  in 
advancing  the  social  and  intellectual  life  of  his  parish,  especially  among 
the  young  people.  Oiit.side  of  the  sanctuary  he  is  a  polished  and  pleasant 
gentleman,  very  popular,  not  only  with  his  parishioners  but  with  the 
of  the  people,  and  it  is  a  real  pleasure  to  meet  him. 


Jacob  Dietz.  In  1913  the  City  of  Sandusky  made  a  fortunate  choice 
for  the  office  of  mayor  in  the  person  of  Jacob  Dietz,  who  is  a  native  of 
Sandusky,  has  known  the  city  and  its  people  from  early  youth,  and  is  a 
successful  business  man  who  has  yielded  to  the  importunities  of  his  fel- 
low citizens  and  has  devoted  himself  disinterestedly  to  the  management 
of  municipal  affairs. 

Jacob  Dietz  was  born  in  Sandusky,  a  son  of  Lewis  Dietz.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Bavaria,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  and 
after  leaving  school  served  an  apprenticeship  under  his  father  at  the 
trade  of  tailor.  Then  following  the  practice  of  trade  workers  in  the 
old  country,  he  began  his  journeyman  period,  during  which  he  traveled 
from  city  to  city,  working  for  a  time  in  each  place  and  before  leaving 
securing  a  certificate  of  good  character  and  workmanship  from  his  em- 
ployer. After  a  few  months  of  journeyman 's  experience  he  left  the  old 
country  and  set  out  for  the  New  World.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
widowed  mother  and  sisters.  They  took  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel,  were 
on  board  sixty -three  days,  almost  twelve  times  as  long  as  the  fast  Atlantic 
steamers  now  require,  and  after  landing  at  New  York  came  west  to  San- 
dusky. Here  Lewis  Dietz  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchant  tailor,  and 
continued  to  make  his  home  in  the  city  until  his  death  on  April  6,  1896. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  his  wives  were  sisters.  His  second  wife,  the 
mother  of  Mayor  Dietz,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Knerr,  who 
was  also  born  in  Bavaria,  and  died  at  Sandusky  December  31,  1889. 
Her  first  husband  was  Paul  Clauer,  by  whom  she  was  the  mother  of  five 
children,   named   Louise,   Caroline,   Paul,   Daniel   and   Lizzie.     By   her 
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marriage  to  Lewis  Dietz  her  two  children  were  Emma  and  Jacob.  The 
daughter  Emma  married  Daniel  Heffman,  of  Sandusky,  and  her  two  liv- 
ing cliildren  are  Frederick  and  Emma,  while  Lewis  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-two  and  Daniel  at  tlie  age  of  twenty-seven. 

Jacob  Dietz  secured  his  cdnriif  i,in  in  the  city  schools  of  Sandusky. 
He  wa.s  reared  in  the  habits  of  iii.lusti>  and  while  still  a  boy  was  em- 
ployed in  the  factory  of  Ihc  Siin<liisky  Wbct-l  Company.  Then  followed 
an  appivntiiM-ship  at  tin'  tiadr  of  cigarmaker,  and  that  gave  him  the 
basis  For  his  |i(i-in,inrni  Imsiiirss  career.  From  the  savings  of  his  work 
as  a  jimi-ncyiiiaii  lie  tiiibafkiMl  in  business  on  his  own  account,  and  has 
now  for  many  year  been  one  of  the  leading  cigar  manufacturers  of  San- 
dusky. He  finally  formed  a  partnership  with  Daniel  Mischler,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Dietz  &  Jlischler.  and  they  have  a  large  plant  emploj-- 
ing  a  number  of  hands,  and  liisidis  the  mainifacture  and  distribution  of 
their  products  they  conduit  a  wrll  apiMjintrd  store  on  Columbus  Avenue 
for  the  sale  of  tobacco  and  sninkci-s"  articles. 

Mr.  Jacob  Dietz  was  married  Jlay  If),  1886,  to  Louise  Schlenk.  She 
was  born  in  Sandusky,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Mary  (Kaechle) 
Schlenk.    ]\Ir.  and  ilrs.  Dietz  have  two  children :    Arthur  and  Marie. 

Jacob  Dietz  is  affiliated  with  Sandusky  Lodge  No.  128,  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias;  with  Sandusky  Lodge  No.  285,  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks;  and  Sandusky  Aerie  No.  444,  of  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles.  Since  reaching  manhood  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
democratic  party,  and  at  different  times  has  worked  effectively  in  its 
campaigns.  He  served  one  term  as  president  of  the  city  council  and  was 
elected  mayor  in  1913. 

John  F.  Heetlein.  An  active  and  able  member  of  the  Erie  County 
bar,  John  F.  Hertlein  has  met  with  wi'll  merited  success  in  his  profes- 
sional career,  through  his  own  tt'icnts  attaining  a  noteworthy  position 
among  Sandusky's  most  talented  attonn  ys-at  law.  A  native  son  of  Ohio, 
he  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Sandusky,  coming  from  excellent  German 
ancestry. 

His  fathei-,  the  late  George  Hertlein,  was  born  and  bred  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  where  his  parents  spent  their  entire  lives,  as  did  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  he  having  been  the  only  member  of  the  parental  household 
to  cross  the  ocean.  Acquiring  a  good  common  school  education  in  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  mill- 
wright's trade,  after  which,  as  was  customary  in  his  native  land,  he 
worked  as  a  journeyman  in  several  different  places,  from  each  of  his 
employers  receiving"  a  certificate  testifying  to  his  good  character  and 
skillful  workmanship.  At  the  end  of  three  years  he  became  a  master 
workman,  and  continued  at  his  trade  until  twenty-six  years  old,  when, 
in  1843,  he  set  sail  for  the  New  World.  Five  weeks  after  his  embarka- 
tion he  arrived  in  New  York,  and  from  tliere  went  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  boarded  a  steamer  bound  for  Sandusky.  Going  to  Cincinnati  a  few 
weeks  later,  he  remained  in  that  city  several  years,  being  variously  em- 
ployed. Desirous  then  of  wisely  investing  his  earnings,  he  returned  to 
Sandusky,  and  having  purchased  a  small  tract  of  land  on  the  line  of 
Perkins  "and  Portland  townships,  turned  his  attention  to  truck  raiimnL', 
and  was  there  a  resident  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sevenl.x  six  \  cais. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  George  Hertlein  was  (ath,  ini<> 
Biegler.  She  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  1825,  and  died  on  tlie 
home  farm  in  Eric  County,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  Her  father,  George 
Biegler,  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Bavaria.  He  there  married, 
and  several  years  later,  in  1839,  he  formed  a  colony  of  twenty-one  peo- 
ple including  himself,  wife  and  five  children,  and  came  in  a  sailing 
vessel  to  the  United  States,  the  land  of  bright  hopes  and  much  promise. 
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Lauding  in  Baltimore,  he  secured  a  six-ox  team  and  a  prairie  schooner 
and  made  an  overland  journey  across  the  mountains  and  through  the 
intervening  wilderness  to  Cincinnati.  For  awhile  thereafter  he  lived  at 
Lick  Run,  and  then  bought  a  farm  at  Delhi,  a  few  miles  west  of  Cincin- 
nati, and  was  there  busily  employed  in  the  culture  of  fruit  the  remainder 
of  his  life. 

Brought  up  on  tlic  p^iivntal  homestead,  John  F.  Hertlein  gleaned  his 
first  knowledge  of  tlir  r,iimii,,ii  liranehes  of  study  in  the  rural  schools  of 
his  native  district.  Siilisri,ii,iitly  for  a  number  of  years  he  alternately 
sailed  the  lakes  during  the  seasons  (i|irii  t,,  nnvio-ation  and  at  other  time*^s 
attended  the  Ohio  Northern  Univi'isity.  :,\  Ada.  where  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1893.  Mr.  Hertlein.  as  naliiral  to  a  young  man  of  such 
distinctive  energy  and  ambition,  had  previously  formulated  plans  em- 
bracing a  professional  career.  In  1887  he  taught  one  term  of  school 
in  Margaretta  Township,  then  taught  the  Castalia  High  School  for  a 
period  of  five  years,  and  subsequently  became  superintendent  of  the 
Kelley's  Island  schools  for  a  like  period,  during  which  time  he  was  a 
member  of  the  county  board  of  teachers'  examiners  for  four  years. 

While  teaching  Mr.  Hertlein  studied  law  with  King  &  Hull,  and  on 
giving  up  his  position  as  teacher  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
Ohio  State  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1900.  Being 
then  elected  clerk  of  courts,  he  served  six  years  in  that  capacity,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  San- 
dusk/,  where  he  has  won  professional  precedence  by  reason  of  his  ability 
and  devotion  to  his  work. 

Mr.  Hertlein  married,  in  1899,  Alice  Kelley,  a  native  of  Margaretta 
Township,  and  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  Kelley.  Prominent  in 
fraternal  circles,  Mr.  Hertlein  is  a  member  of  Science  Lodge  No.  50, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  of  Sandusky  City  Chapter  No.  72,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  of  Sandusky  City  Council  No.  26,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters;  of  Erie  Commandery  No.  23,  Knights  Templars;  and  of  the 
Toledo  Consistory,  being  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason. 

John  H.  Homkgardner.  For  fully  sixty  years  the  name  Home- 
gardner  has  had  important  associations  with  the  business  and  indus- 
trial affairs  of  Sandusky.  When  the  family  was  first  established  in  this 
section  of  Northern.  Ohio  they  had  come  oiil>'  I'ccciitly  from  iMirnpc.  and 
while  people  of  great  thrift  and  of  exi'rll( nt  cliai-actcr,  1lii'\  were  in 
exceedingly  modest  circumstances,  and  only  by  tbi'  umisual  ability  and 
enterprise  of  its  members  was  the  name  raised  to  be  one  of  distinction 
in  the  life  and  activities  of  the  city.  In  a  business  way  one  of  Sandusky's 
leaders  for  fully  half  a  century  was  the  late  John  Homegardner,  who, 
beginning  life  a  j^oor  boy,  was  before  his  death  a  wealthy  and  influential 
citizen.  His  son,  John  H.  Homegardner,  has  an  even  greater  place  in 
local  business  afiiairs,  and  his  judgment  and  integrity  have  been  factors 
in  the  shaping  and  successful  progress  of  a  number  of  Sandusky's  busi- 
ness institutions. 

For  a  great  many  years  the  family  name  has  been  associated  with 
the  sand  industry,  and  John  H.  Homegardner  is  now  president  of  the 
Homegardner  Sand  Company.  He  is  president  of  the  Sandusky  Ter- 
minal Dock  Companj' ;  a  director  of  the  Citizens  Banking  Company,  of 
the  Portland  Vintage  C(iiii|uiii>-  of  Sandusky,  of  the  Sandusky  Abstract 
Company,  of  the  Coiisiini.fs  li-c  Company. 

John  H.  Homeganliicr  was  born  in  Sandusky  July  29,  1854,  a  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Lieblan)  Homegardner.  His  father  was  born  in  Swit- 
zerland and  his  mother  in  Germany.  The  late  John  Homegardner  was 
brought  to  America  when  three  years  of  age,  coming  on  through  New 
York  to  Sanduskv,   where  his   father   died   not  long   after  the   family 
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arrived.  John  Ploraegardner  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  by 
tlie  death  of  his  father,  and  from  an  early  age  helped  to  support  the 
household,  and  in  the  course  of  time  gained  an  enviable  position.  For 
forty  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  sand  business  and  made  that  the  basis 
of  his  successful  career.  For  a  long  time  he  conducted  it  as  sole  pro- 
prietor under  his  individual  name,  and  was  also  a  timber  contractor  for 
a  number  of  years.  For  twenty-four  years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
city  council  of  Sandusky  and  for  two  terms  was  a  county  commissioner 
of  Erie  County.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat,  and  his  judgment  was 
as  much  .■st.ciiird  ill  piililii'  affairs  as  in  business.  He  was  a  member  of 
St.  Mary's  (';,tl,.,li.-  Clniivh. 

Saiiiliisky  h,is  always  been  the  lioiiie  and  center  of  activity  for  John 
H.  Ilomegardner.  He  was  reared  in  the  city,  was  educated  in  St. 
I\Iary's  parochial  school  and  at  the  old  Buckeye  Business  College,  an 
institution  which  trained  a  great  many  successful  business  men.  When 
he  was  only  thirteen  years  of  age  he  began  gaining  a  practical  knowledge 
of  the  sand  business  in  the  employ  of  his  father,  and  was  associated  with 
the  elder  Homegardner  for  eleven  years.  He  subsequently  became  a 
member  of  the  retail  shoe  house  of  Giedeman  &  Homegardner,  of  San- 
dusky, and  that  was  one  of  the  best  known  stores  of  the  kind  in  the  city 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In  1899  ^Ir.  Homegardner  engaged  in  his 
present  business,  with  Avhii-li  his  earlier  experience  had  made  him  ac- 
quainted, and  was  vice  president  ami  lashier  of  the  Homegardner  Sand 
Company  until  the  death  of  liis  fallier,  at  which  time  he  was  made 
president. 

Mr.  Homegardner  married  Miss  Louise  Stang,  of  Monroeville,  Ohio, 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Peter  A.  Stang.  To  their  marriage  were  born 
two  daughters:  Norma  L.  and  Wanda,  both  living  at  home  with  their 
parents.  jMr.  Homegardner  is  a  democrat  in  politics,  and  is  affiliated 
with  Sandusky  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  is  a  liberal  and  active  member  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church. 
He  has  proved  himself  a  friend  of  all  public-spirited  movements  under- 
taken in  his  city  and  county,  and  by  a  long  career  has  established  him- 
self securely  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Alexander  Deck.  For  many  years  a  well  known  and  prosperous 
merchant  of  Sandusky,  Erie  County,  Alexander  Deck,  through  his  good 
business  judgment  and  management,  acquired  a  competency,  and  is  now 
living  retired  from  active  pursuits,  enjoying  to  the  utmost  a  well  merited 
leisure.  His  birth  occurred  in  the  month  of  May,  1840,  in  the  Town  of 
Ahrenstten,  Baden,  Germany.  His  parents  were  life-long  residents  of 
Baden,  where  his  brother,  Ferdinand,  and  his  sister,  IMary,  are  still  living. 

Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  Mi-.  Deck,  who  as  a  boy 
was  bright  and  ambitious,  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the  cabinetmaker's 
trade,  and  served  faithfully  for  four  years.  He  subsequently  worked 
as  a  journeyman  in  several  different  cities,  from  each  of  his  employers 
receiving  a' certificate  testifying  to  his  good  character  and  his  skillful 
workmanship.  Returning  to  his  home,  Mr.  Deck  was  for  four  years  in 
the  employ  of  the  Kaiser,  and  in  1866,  during  the  progress  of  the  war 
b('tweeii  Austria  and  Prussia,  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  German  army. 

Tmmigrafing  to  the  United  States  in  1867,  Mr.  Deck  located  at  San- 
dusky, Ohio,  where  he  soon  found  employment,  first  as  a  cabinetmaker 
and  later  as  a  millwright.  Then  for  a  period  of  three  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  dry  goods  business,  but  owing  to  ill  health  he  was  forced  to 
give  up  work  for  a  time,  and  therefore  disposed  of  his  store  and  stock. 
On  recovering  his  former  vigor,  he  embarked  in  the  furniture  and  under- 
taking business,  conducting"  a  store  on  East  Market  Street  until  1898, 
wlien  he  sold  out,  and  has  since  lived  retired,  as  above  stated. 
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Mr.  Deck  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Josephine  Cable,  who  was 
lioru  iu  Indiana,  being  the  eldest  daughter  of  Lawrence  Cable.  Mrs. 
Deck  died  iu  June,  1912,  at  a  couiparatively  early  age.  She  was  a  most 
estimable  woman,  and  a  devout  member  of  St.  Mary's  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  to  which  Mr.  Deck  also  belongs. 

William  G.  Sargeant.  A  long  life  has  been  vouchsafed  to  this  ven- 
erable resident  of  Oxford  township,  where  his  home  has  been  continu- 
ously for  more  than  fifty-five  years.  An  Englishman  by  birth,  he  came 
a  young  man  full  of  hope  and  enthusiasm  to  this  country,  and  after  sev- 
eral years  of  varied  experience  in  other  localities  moved  into  Erie  County 
in  1859,  and  until  he  gave  over  sonip  of  tlie  exacting  toil  by  which  he 
acquired  his  competence  was  our  of  llic  Lading  agriculturists  of  that 
locality.  His  birth  occurred  in  St.innnlsliiif,  England,  August  8,  1831, 
so  that  he  is  now  four  years  past  tlic  eightieth  milestone  of  life's  jour- 
ney. His  parents  were  John  and  Ann  (Gould)  Sargeant,  both  natives 
of  England.  His  early  years  up  to  his  majority  were  spent  in  England, 
and  his  education  so  far  as  schools  and  books  were  concerned  was  termi- 
nated when  about  twelve  years  old.  His  father  combined  the  vocations 
of  farming  and  the  butcher  business,  and  the  son  had  more  or  less  thor- 
ough training  in  those  occupations  until  he  came  to  America.  It  was  in 
1856  that  he  embarked  at  Liverpool  on  the  old  sailing  vessel  William 
Stetson,  and  after  a  voyage  of  forty-two  days  landed  in  New  York  City. 
Prom  there  he  came  on  West  as  far  as  Huron  County,  Ohio,  remained 
only  a  short  time  there,  and  afterwards  had  several  months  or  a  year 
of  life  in  the  young  City  of  Chicago.  About  1859  he  became  perma- 
nently identified  with  Erie  County  and  soon  afterward  located  in  Oxford 
Township. 

For  his  first  wife  Mr.  Sargeant  married  Miss  Margaret  A.  Gill,  who 
was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man.  She  became  the  mother  of  five  children, 
and  the  two  now  living  are  Martha  A.,  wife  of  C.  W.  DeLaraatre,  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  Omaha,  Nebraska ;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Professor 
Edwin  Sherwood,  who  is  an  instructor  in  languages  in  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Oregon  at  Salem.  The  present  Mrs.  Sargeant  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sarah  Isabel  Struggles.  She  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
October  21,  1839,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Susanna  (Calting)  Strug- 
gles, who  were  also  natives  of  England.  In  1872  Miss  Struggles  accom- 
panied a  married  sister  and  the  latter 's  two  children  to  America,  and 
after  living  for  a  time  at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  came  on  to  Erie  County,  where 
she  resided  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Sargeant.  She  is  the  mother  of 
one  daughter,  Susie  Isabel,  now  the  wife  of  C.  R.  Withgott  of  Spring- 
field, Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sargeant  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  the  early  days  Mr.  Sargeant  went  through  many  hardships 
in  order  to  get  established  as  a  farmer,  but  has  done  more  than  ordi- 
narily well,  and  at  the  present  time  still  owns  about  165  acres  of  land 
in  Oxford  Township,  devoted  chiefly  to  the  staple  crops.  He  is  a  repub- 
lican in  politics,  having  taken  up  that  political  faith  soon  after  becom- 
ing a  naturalized  citizen,  and  has  always  so  conducted  himself  as  to  enjoy 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community  with  which  he  has  been  for 
so  many  years  associated. 

Jacob  J.  Crecelius.  The  votes  of  a  large  number  of  Erie  County 
citizens  called  Jacob  J.  Crecelius  to  the  position  of  cnnimissinnor,  and 
after  taking  his  seat  on  that  board  he  w^is  riirthir  lidiinivd  liy  .lection 
as  chairman,  and  now  presides  over  tlie  dflilicr.-it  ions  and  artivities  of 
that  body  in  its  administration  of  the  fiscal  aifairs  of  the  county.  Mr.  Cre- 
celius is  a  practical  and  widely  experienced  agriculturist  of  Oxford  Town- 
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ship,  and  represents  some  of  tlie  most  substantial  and  early  settled  Ger- 
man stock  in  the  county. 

A  native  of  Oxford  Township,  he  was  born  December  7,  1869,  a  son 
of  -l:i(i]li  ami  fatlierine  (Erf)  Crecelius.  Both  parents  were  born  in 
(ici-iiiaiiy,  and  liis  father  came  to  America  in  1850,  iirst  locating  in  Huron 
Comily,  and  in  ]^s2  movino:  to  Erie  County.  He  was  a  farmer,  and 
loratrd  wliciv  Ills  son  iHiw  rrsidcs,  and  wInTi'  his  death  occurred  in  18D9. 
.larnh  Civcliiis  was  a  man  nl'  m>  little  pnimim-nce  in  Oxford  Township, 
si'i-\rd  as  tiiislir  and  I'm-  a  nnmliri'  df  \('ais  as  a  member  of  the  Oxford 
'i'nw  nslii|i  s'hcdl  liiiard,  and  was  not  only  keenly  interested  but  an  influ- 
rntial  anil  li('l|ilul  factor  in  matters  of  local  progress.  He  was  a  demo- 
i-rat  in  |Militirs.  and  in  every  wav  public  spirited. 

dacob  J.  Livrrlins  lias  spiMil" |.iac1  i.-ally  all  his  life  in  Oxford  Town- 
ship, where  he  nliiainrd  lli^  ('(ha-atimi  li'diu  the  local  schools,  and  having 
been  reared  to  laiamnt;-  iniisiiits  has  made  that  a  stable  and  prosperous 
vocation.  He  has  a  large  farm,  devotes  it  to  general  crops  and  graded 
stock. 

Mr.  Crecelius  married  Minnie  Ohiemacher  of  Milan  Township,  daugh- 
ter of  Frederick  Ohiemacher,  of  that  locality.  To  their  marriage  have 
been  born  five  children.  Esther,  the  oldest,  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  while  the  four  younger  children  are  named  Homer  A.,  Cath- 
ei-ine,  Frederick  and  Robert. 

During  his  career  in  Oxford  Township  Jacob  J.  Crecelius  has  served 
two  years  as  a  trustee,  and  also  as  a  member  of  the  Oxford  Township 
school  board.  For  six  years  he  was  a  constable  in  the  township,  and  is 
now  on  his  third  consecutive  term  as  county  commissioner.  In  his  public 
service  as  in  his  own  business  he  is  hard  licaded,  commonsense  and  prac- 
tical, and  has  the  reputation  of  getting  thin-^s  ddnr  efficiently  and  eco- 
nomically. In  politics  he  is  a  democrat,  {•'rateinally  his  affiliations  are 
with  theMasonic  Lodge  at  Milan  and  also  llie  odd  I'ellows  Lodge  at  the 
same  place,  and  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Order  at  Sandusky.  His 
name  is  known  everywhere  in  Erie  County,  and  he  has  ordered  his  career 
in  such  a  way  as  to  establish  and  merit  the  confidence  and  good  will  of 
all  who  know  him. 

Charl.es  Tillinghast.  The  venerable  Charles  Tillinghast,  now  aged 
eighty-three,  is  probably  the  oldest  native  son  of  Berlin  Township  in  Erie 
County.  He  represents  that  fine  old  stock  of  Connecticut  people  who 
largely  populated  and  owned  the  "fire  lands"  and  who  built  some  of  the 
first  lou'  eabins,  made  some  of  the  first  clearings  in  the  woods,  and  used 
Ihe  first  pldHs  in  eidtivating  the  soil  in  tliis  rich  and  fertile  frontier  dis- 
trict. Tillinghast  has  for  upwards  of  a  century  been  an  honored  name 
in  Erie  County,  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  due  fitness  that  some  space 
should  be  devoted  to  the  career  of  Charles  Tillinghast  and  his  family 
relationship. 

Charles  Tillinghast  was  born  on  the  old  Tillinghast  homestead  in 
Berlin  Township,  April  11,  1832.  His  father  was  Oliver  Cromwell  Til- 
linghast, who  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  March  31,  1801.  The  Tilliiig- 
hasts  were  originally  French  iH'ople  who  In.-ated  in  Rhode  Island  more 
than  two  hundred  years  ago.  The  ui  amlpaivnts  of  Mr.  Tillinghast  spent 
practically  all  tlieir  lives  in  rroviileiier,  and  died  there.  After  the  war 
of  1812  tlie  uraniiralliei-  .•aiiie  oiil  to  Xortlieni  Ohio,  and  under  the  privi- 
leges extended  td  the  lire  siiirenrs  in  Connecticut  entered  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  district  set  apart  I'nr  llidse  snlferers  in  the  southern  part  of  Berlin 
Township,  his  claim  being  ideated  on  v>hat  is  now  the  State  Road  south- 
east of  Berlin  Heights.  He  did  not  remain  to  permanently  occupy  this 
claim,  hut  one  of  his  sons,  Joseph  Tillinghast,  came  out  soon  afterwards 
and  made  the  bei,nmiings  of  im|)rovemeiit  on  the  land.    Joseph  Tillinghast 
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subsequently  married  in  Berlin  Township  Maria  Walker,  and  late  in  life 
they  left  Ohio  and  spent  their  last  years  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Oliver  Cromwell  Tillinghast  grew  up  in  Connecticut,  received  a  com- 
mon school  education,  and  came  to  Ohio  when  he  was  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  in  1822.  His  brother  Joseph  had  preceded  him  several  years, 
and  his  own  journey  to  this  frontier  district  was  made  with  a  horse  and 
wagon,  for  the  entire  distance.  He  spent  four  weeks  on  the  road,  and 
arriving  in  the  wilderness  his  first  thought  was  the  erection  of  a  log 
cabin  home.  He  had  brought  from  Connecticut  tools  with  which  he  did 
most  of  the  labor  involved  in  this  construction.  The  cabin  was  situated 
on  a  part  of  the  land  entered  by  his  father,  and  after  its  building  and 
after  bringing  about  some  other  improvements  which  would  serve  to  pre- 
pare conditions  suitable  for  a  permanent  residence,  he  returned  to  Rhode 
Island  after  his  wife  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal,  opening  of  which  on  his 
arrival  at  Buffalo  was  being  celebrated  by  firing  of  cannon.  In  his  native 
state  he  had  married  Ruth  Aborn,  who  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in 
October,  1801.  Her  parents  were  Massachusetts  people  and  of  fine  New 
England  stock,  she  being  the  youngest  of  the  children  of  her  parents, 
who  died  about  the  time  she  was  married.  Her  father  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  having  gone  out  with  the  Massachusetts  troops. 
Mrs.  Tillinghast  was  wdl  idiicated,  and  prior  to  her  marriage,  which 
was  celebrated  in  June  IS'JT,  li;iil  taught  school.  Thus  these  two  pioneers 
were  fine  types  of  the  thrifty,  haitl-working,  intelligent  and  high  minded 
people  who  did  so  much  to  lay  a  substantial  foundation  for  civilization 
in  Erie  County.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they  started  for  the  West. 
Grandfather  Tillinghast  accompanied  them  with  a  wagon  as  far  as  Troy, 
New  York.    In  tlie  miMntiinc  since  0]i\i'i-"s  first  visit  to  Northern  Ohio, 

the  Erie  Canal  had  1 n  i-iiiii|ilctiMl  ami  (ii>ciiim1  for  traffic,  and  at  Troy 

they  embarked  on  a  canal  boat  wliicli  cai'iicd  them  by  successive  stages 
to  Buffalo.  Thence  they  journeyed  by  a  lake  vessel  to  Sandusky,  where 
their  goods  were  loaded  on  a  wagon  drawn  by  oxen  to  the  distance  of 
twenty  miles  to  their  farm.  These  sturdy  young  people  bravely  eon- 
fronted  the  conditions  of  the  w-ilderness  and  accommodated  themselves 
cheerfully  to  the  limitations  of  a  log  cabin  home.  By  1834  they  had 
advanced  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  build  a  new  frame  dwelling  upon  their 
land,  and  this  house  is  one  of  the  noteworthy  landmarks  of  the  early  days 
still  standing  in  Berlin  township.  It  is  in  a  good  state  of  repair,  and  it 
together  witli  all  of  the  land  is  still  owned  by  the  Tillinghast  family. 
In  that  locality  Oliver  C.  Tillinghast  and  wW^r  spent  the  major  portion 
of  their  very  active  and  worthy  lives.  By  ins  ow  n  hands  he  cleared  up  a 
hundred  acres,  and  by  hard  work  and  intellii^cnl  management  provided 
abundant  means  for  the  upbringing  of  his  children.  Oliver  C.  Tilling- 
hast died  at  the  old  home  April  16,  1884,  and  his  wife  on  May  16,  1889. 
Both  came  of  hardy  and  well  preserved  stock,  and  like  many  other  mem- 
bers of  their  respective  families  lived  to  green  old  age.  They  were  for 
a  number  of  years  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
but  Oliver  Tillinghast  prior  to  the  Civil  war  gave  up  his  membership  on 
account  of  the  .stand  taken  by  tlie  chui  ih  on  flie  (|uestion  of  slavery.  He 
was  himself  a  determined  alHilitionist,  ami  eeuhl  not  cdnsisteutly  affiliate 
with  an  organization  which  assumed  a  semew  hat  neuti'al  attitude  on  those 
critical  pro])lems  that  were  tiirealenin'j-  tn  ili\i(le  and  subsequently  did 
divide  the  country  in  Civil  war.  ]\lr.  Tillinehast  was  true  to  his  convic- 
tions as  an  anti-slavery  man,  and  helped  nian>-  a  runaway  black  to  the 
safety  and  security  foninl  beynml  the  Canadian  border.  Though  he  gave 
up  his  active  meinheiship  in  the  ^letimdist  church  he  did  not  surrender 
the  essential  pi-iiicjples  u\'  Cliristian  liNing.  and  throushout  the  rest  of  his 
life  liberally  supported  all  churches  and  attended  some  church  meeting 
every  Sunday,  never  missing  a  Sunday  for  several  years.     In  the  early 
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days  he  was  aligned  with  the  whig  party,  and  subscciuently  becauie  an 
equally  strong  republican. 

Brief  reeord  concerning  tlie  children  of  Oliver  C.  Tillinghast  and  wife 
is  as  follows:  Emeline  died  in  Chicago  in  1907.  She  married  Fred  R. 
Otis,  a  Chicago  real  estate  man,  who  is  also  deceased.  Of  their  two  sons 
and  four  daughters,  three  are  now  manird.  Oliver  Tillinghast  came  into 
possession  of  the  old  Tillinghast  linm,  st'inl.  where  he  was  born,  and  died 
there  December  2,  1913.  He  marri.-,|  i;iiza  U.yuolds  of  Berlin  Township, 
who  is  now  living  at  Berlin  Ilei-hts  wiih  her  only  child,  Margaret,  the 
wife  of  Joseph  T.  Burnliam,  ih.  iHtlin  Heights  banker.  The  next  in 
order  of  age  is  Charles  Tillinuhast.  Alary,  the  youngest,  is  now  living  in 
Washington,  the  widow  of  Leman  Iline,  who  died  in  February,  1914, 
after  an  active  career  as  a  prominent  lawyer  in  Washington  for  titty 
years.  • 

Charles  Tillinghast  was  born  in  the  original  log  cabin  constructed 
by  his  father  in  Berlin  To\^^lship  more  than  eighty -three  years  ago.  His 
first  associations,  however,  are  with  the  old  frame  dwelling  which  his 
father  built  about  two  years  after  his  birth.  He  grew  up  and  received  his 
education  there,  and  when  twenty-four  years  of  age  started  out  for  him- 
self and  bought  a  farm  in  Berlin  Township,  which  he  occupied  and 
improved  for  twelve  years.  He  then  bought  his  present  farm  south  of 
Berlin  Heights,  comprising  240  acres,  and  in  the  course  of  time  developed 
it  into  one  of  the  best  country  homesteads  in  Berlin  Township.  He  lived 
there  and  iMirsiied  a  succcssrul  i-Mren-  ns  an  aLirirulfurist  from  1869  to 
1896.  Since  til. 11  Air.  'rillin-liast  has  li\v,l  ivtiiv.l  in  the  village  of  Berlin 
Heights,  and  occiipii-s  and  dwiis  a  cimi Inrtahlc  hiinie  on  South  street. 
As  a  farmer  he  gained  his  reveiuies  from  general  agriculture  and  fruit 
growing  and  stock  raising,  and  was  noted  for  his  particular  skill  and 
success  in  the  raising  and  feeding  of  sheep. 

In  Berlin  Township,  December  10,  1857,  Mr.  Tillinghast  married 
Alpha  Hill,  who  was  born  in  Berlin  Township  November  1,  1838,  and 
who  died  at  her  home  in  Berlin  Heights,  January  23,  1911.  She  had 
spent  all  her  life  in  this  township,  and  for  fifty-three  years  they  had 
traveled  life's  .iourney  as  man  and  wife.  One  of  the  facts  that  should 
not  be  omitted  from  this  family  history  is  that  not  only  Charles  Tilling- 
hast and  wife  lived  to  celebrate  their  golden  wedding  anniversary,  but 
the  same  was  true  of  his  parents  and  his  grandparents,  and  also  his 
brother  and  his  two  sisters.  In  several  cases  the  ties  of  wedlock  were  not 
broken  for  scvei-al  wars  aftci-  tliis  iiripivssiv.'  and  solemn  celrbi'ation  of 
fifty  years  of  unhh.!  life.  Airs.  Tilliirjhast  was  the  dan-hlrr  of  Kdwin 
and  Lucy  (Tinnant  I  Mill.  hIki  wrir  I'arly  s.-tilrrs  in  Hrie  .•luinty  from 
Connecticut.  Edwin  Hill  was  a  man  of  successful  ability  and  intluential 
citizenship,  and  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Berlin  Heights.  His  father  was 
Noah  Hill,  who  came  to  Erie  County  during  the  decade  of  the  "20s,  and 
owned  considerable  land  in  and  near  the  town  of  Berlin  Heights.  He 
was  a  mechanic  and  farmer,  and  it  was  due  to  his  individual  influence 
that  in  the  decade  of  the  '30s  the  name  of  the  village  and  township  was 
changed  from  P^ldridge  to  Berlin  and  Berlin  Heights.  Mr.  Eldridge 
was  a  large  land  owner  in  the  township,  and  his  name  had  been  suitably 
honored  in  the  locality,  but  subser|uently  the  leadership  of  Noah  Hill 
brought  about  the  change  which  has  pi  rsishd  In  tlir  prcs.'iil  tinu'. 

To  the  marriage  of  Charles  'I'illiniiha-t  and  \\'\\''-  wvr  Imi-n  four  dnl- 
dren.  P]dward  C.  who  is  now  manavinL;'  ]iart  ni'  his  railin^'s  homestead 
in  Berlin  Heights,  is  a  resident  of  Olierlin.  whei-e  he  received  his  educa- 
tion. Edward  Tillinsrhast  married  Auausta  Sears,  whose  parents  were 
from  New  York  State.  She  died  in  February,  1914,  leaving  a  son  and 
dnnulitcr:  Eucile.  who  is  a  graduate  of  Obei'lin  College  and  lives  at  home 
with  her  father;  ami  Ixaymond,  who  is  a  well  educated  young  man.  pro- 
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ficient  in  the  Spanish  language,  and  now  a  resident  of  Cuba.  Glenn  H., 
who  died  in  1903  at  the  age  of  forty,  married  Lucy  Hitsman,  and  their 
two  children  were  Ruth  and  Grace,  both  married  and  living  in  Cleveland. 
Mrs.  Glenn  Tillinghast  is  now  living  with  her  second  husband  in  Berlin 
Heights.  Emma,  the  third  child,  died  in  September,  1902,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-eight  years;  she  was  the  wife  of  Jerome  Hine.  Lucy,  who 
married  Fred  Page,  lives  at  her  father's  home,  and  her  daughter  Wini- 
fred is  the  wife  of  Earl  Welsh  of  Vermillion,  Erie  county. 

Mr.  Charles  Tillinghast  and  wife  practice  the  principle  that  right  is 
right  and  God  is  just,  and  on  that  solid  verity  they  built  up  the  fabric 
of  their  just  and  kindly  relations  with  their  fellow  men.  Mr. -Tilling- 
hnst  is  a  republican,  but  overshadowing  his  belief  and  action  in  behalf 
of  till'  cioiHiiiiie  principles  of  this  party  have  been  his  strong  belief  and 
su|)|Miri  (iT  I  he  prohibitioli  cause.  In  this  his  wife  shared  the  same  views 
and  iiiiiiciples.  He  has  done  much  to  influence  the  township  elections 
in  favor  of  prohibition,  and  has  been  a  fit  standard  bearer  of  the  cause, 
since  personally  he  has  never  drunk  intoxicating  liquors,  has  never 
smoked  nor  chewed  tobacco,  and  the  same  abstemiousness  was  character- 
istic of  his  father  before  him  and  of  his  sons. 

William  Wallrabenstein.  Few  of  the  citizens  of  Oxford  Town.ship 
have  ordered  their  career  more  energetically  and  with  better  results  as 
measured  by  material  standards  and  by  good  citizenship  than  William 
AVallrabenstein,  who  is  now  the  possessor  of  a  handsome  farm  estate  in 
that  part  of  Erie  County,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  given  some  spe- 
cial service  in  aid  of  the  local  schools  as  a  member  of  the  township  board 
of  education. 

Though  a  native  of  Germany  he  has  spent  practically  all  his  life  in 
Erie  County,  since  his  parents  emigrated  when  he  was  only  a  few  weeks 
old.  He  was  born  in  Nassau,  March  5,  1852,  a  son  of  Peter  and  Marga- 
retta  (Wolf)  Wallrabenstein,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  Nassau.  In 
the  same  year  that  he  was  born  his  parents  set  out  for  America,  first 
locating  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  but  when  he  was  nine  years  of  age  came 
into  Erie  County  and  settled  in  Oxford  Township,  where  they  joined  the 
early  community  of  German-Americans  in  that  locality.  Peter  Wall- 
rabenstein died  several  years  ago,  having  survived  his  wife  ten  years. 
He  was  not  only  a  capable  farmer,  having  gained  a  fair  competence 
througli  his  welldirected  labors,  but  was  also  a  leader  in  the  community 
in  which  he  lived,  and  for  four  years  served  as  township  trustee.  He 
was  a  democrat  in  politics  and  his  church  was  the  Eviiiii;vlical  Associ- 
ation.    In  his  death  Oxford  Township  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens. 

William  Wallrabenstein  grew  to  manhood  in  Oxford  Township,  and 
for  his  education  attended  the  local  schools.  As  a  young  man  he  had 
active  fellowship  with  hard  labor  and  the  necessity  of  self  support,  and 
being  industrious,  self-reliant,  and  adhering  to  the  strict  ideals  of  hon- 
esty and  probity  lias  steadily  prospered  so  that  his  career  has  been  a 
constant  upward  path  toward  independence. 

Mr.  Wallrabenstein  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth Weiker  of  Sandusky  County.  She  became  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren, and  the  three  now  living  are  William  P.  of  Oxford  Township; 
George  P.  of  Milan  Township ;  and  May,  wife  of  Arnold  Seip  of  Belle- 
vue,  Ohio.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Wallrabenstein  married  Emma  Con- 
radi,  who  was  born  in  Oxford  Township,  a  daughter  of  Christian  Con- 
radi,  a  native  of  Germany,  but  for  many  years  an  active  farmer  in  Ox- 
ford Township.  Bv  the  second  marriage  there  are  three  children,  and 
the  two  now  living  are  Rupert  C,  and  Fred  A.,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Wall- 
rabenstein and  familv  are  members  of  St.  John's  Evangelical  Associ- 
ation of  East  Oxford  and  lie  has  served  that  congregation  as  treasurer 
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and  in  other  official  positions.  In  polities  he  is  a  democrat,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  at  Milan.  Public  spirited  in 
everything  that  concerns  the  locality  in  which  he  Irves,  he  has  been  espe- 
cially interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  local  schools  and  for  more  than 
fifteen  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  township  board  of  education. 
His  success  as  a  business  man  is  indicated  by  his  ownership  of  233 
acres  of  land,  his  homestead  comprising  about  130  acres. 

Joseph  G.  Sargeant.  One  of  the  valuable  country  homes  of  Erie 
County  which  represents  many  years  of  toil  and  capable  management 
under  one  ownership  is  that  owned  by  Joseph  G.  Sargeant  in  Oxford 
Township,  situated  on  Rural  Route  No.  3  out  of  Monroeville.  Mr.  Sar- 
geant has  spent  fully  fifty-five  years  in  Oxford  Township  and  has  grown 
in  prosperity  and  popular  esteem  in  proportion  to  the  years  of  his 
residence. 

Born  in  Staffordshire,  England,  February  22,  1838,  a  son  of  John 
and  Ann  (Gould)  Sargeant,  he  grew  up  in  his  native  country,  had  a 
fair  education  in  the  local  schools  and  also  gained  some  knowledge  of 
farming  and  practical  industry.  In  1856,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he 
accompanied  by  his  older  brother,  William  G.,  who  is  likewise  a  venerable 
citizen  of  Oxford  Tow  iislii|).  and  wnit  to  Liverpool,  where  they  embarked 
on  the  sailing  vessel  William  St.tsdii  and  forty-two  days  later  reached 
New  York  City.  Thr  ludtlicis  canir  on  out  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and 
about  three  years  later,  in  J.S5i).  Mr.  Sargeant  located  permanently  in 
Erie  County.  As  a  means  of  livelihood  he  worked  for  a  time  in  a  stone 
quari-y,  and  having  realized  a  small  amount  of  money  from  his  labors 
secured  a  few  acres  of  land  and  began  its  cultivation,  and  by  close  econ- 
omy and  continuous  work  finally  raised  himself  into  the  scale  of  inde- 
pendence as  an  agriculturist.  He  is  now  the  possessor  of  a  fine  farm  of 
nearly  200  acres,  and  hi'  and  his  good  wife  have  all  the  substantial  com- 
forts they  desire  foi'  tlicii'  dcrlining  years. 

Mr.  Sargeant  mairii-d  Miss  Estelle  Crockett  of  Oxford  Township. 
She  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  Crockett, 
who  for  many  years  was  a  well  known  farmer  in  that  county.  Four 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sargeant :  Josiah  C,  of  Oxford 
Township;  Hattie,  wife  of  M.  Bacon,  of  Toledo;  Clayton  C,  of  Oxford 
Township ;  and  Dr.  Walter  S.  Sargeant,  of  Toledo.  Mr.  Sargeant  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  in  politics  is  a  repub- 
lican. He  is  public  spirited  in  all  his  relations,  and  in  many  ways  has 
heli)e(l  to  forward  progress  in  his  home  township. 

William  Schnee,  Jr.  While  speaking  of  the  old-time  families  of 
Oxford  Township  that  of  Schnee  is  one  that  frequently  comes  into  the 
records  both  as  substantial  farmers  and  as  citizens  who  have  held  the 
local  offices  of  trust  and  honor.  William  Schnee,  Jr.,  is  township  trustee 
at  the  present  time  and  has  a  well  managed  and  valuable  country  home 
on  Rural  Route  No.  3  out  of  Monroeville. 

A  native  of  Oxford  Township,  he  was  born  January  1,  1867,  and  his 
father  was  the  late  William  Schnee,  a  native  of  Nassau,  Germany.  Wil- 
liam Schnee  came  to  America  when  a  young  man,  having  acquired  his 
edueation  in  the  old  country,  and  not  long  afterward  permanently  set- 
tled in  Oxford  Township,  where  in  th(>  course  of  liis  long  and  active 
career  he  became  identified  with  its  institutions  and  was  one  of  the  load- 
ing farmers.  He  likewise  served  a  term  or  so  as  township  trustee.  In 
politics  he  was  a  democrat,  and  in  every  relation  was  helpful  and  a  valu- 
able factor  in  the  communitv.  His  death  occurred  in  his  sixtv-ninth 
year.  Ten  of  liis  eliildr.'U  survive;  Eninia,  wif,.  of  William  MeVer.  of 
Ilni'on  County;   Fi-edei-iek  P.  of  Oxfoi'd   Townsliii);   Catherine,  wife  of 
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Frederick  Ohlemac-her,  of  Erie  County ;  Sophia,  wife  of  Julius  Leber,  of 
Huron  County;  Louise,  wife  of  Philip  Leber,  of  Huron  County;  William, 
Jr.,  of  Oxford  Township ;  Maggie,  wife  of  William  Mayer,  of  Sandusky ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Charles  Ohlemacher,  of  Milan ;  Jennie  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania ;  and  Gustave  of  Oxford  Township. 

William  Schnee,  Jr.,  grew  up  on  the  home  farm  and  secured  such 
advantages  as  the  puMir  srlionl.s  of  Oxfcinl  l'i>\viislii]>  i-oiild  lii'stow. 
Mature  years  have  di'vclnjicd  him  ,-is  n  i-nii:ililr  r.-iriiiHi-.  ^  in^in  Icnuw-n  for 
his  thi'ift  and  good  .iuduiiifiit.  :ii)(l  it  w;is  llirsc  qualifies  which  caused 
the  community  to  choose  him  for  the  rcspdnsibilities  of  trustee. 

He  married  Miss  Eliza  A.  Turnrr,  wlio  was  born  in  Oxford  Town- 
sliip.  a  daughter  of  the  late  John  Turiici',  who  ilied  in  that  locality  when 
jdiiiiil  scvciiiy-five  years  of  age.  He  was  an  early  settler  of  Oxford  Town- 
shi|i.  iiml  was  a  native  of  England,  having  located  in  Oxford  Township 
soiiii  alti'i-  his  arrival  in  this  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schnee  have  one 
sou,  Floyd  E..  who  was  born  August  26,  1900,  and  is  now  a  student  in 
tlie  local  schools.  In  politics  Mr.  Schnee  is  independent,  voting  for  the 
man  whom  he  considers  best  fitted  for  office  regardless  of  his  party  stamp. 
Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  at  Bloom- 
ingville.  Ohio,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  both  interesting  people  and  socially 
well  known  in  their  home  community. 

P^RED  A.  ^Martin.  One  of  the  capable  young  business  men  of  San- 
dusk>-,  where  lie  has  made  his  enterprise  a  source  of  service  to  the  com- 
iiiniiity  and  lias  taken  great  pains  to  supply  some  standard  food  products, 
I-'ied  .\.  .Martin  is  a  native  of  Belgium,  and  has  lived  in  Sandusky  for 
tile  |>as1  lifleen  years. 

He  was  born  January  27,  1882,  but  in  earl>-  cliildliond  he  came  to 
America  from  his  native  land  with  his  parenls,  -hiliiis  Martin  and 
wife.  They  first  located  in  Kent.  Ohio.  Julius  ^lartiii  was  a  glass 
worker,  and  pursued  his  calling  in  various  other  cities  in  Oliio  and 
Indiana.  He  came  to  Sandusky  in  1901  and  continued  to  follow  his 
calling  as  a  glass  woi'ker  until  his  death  in  1912- 

The  youngest  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  Fred  A.  Martin,  received 
most  of  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Kokomo  and  Hartford  City, 
Indiana.  He  began  as  a  boy  worker  in  the  glass  plant  Avith  his  father, 
and  eeiiliiiiieil  to  follow  that  vocation  up  to  1910.  He  then  entered  the 
(■(inreitii  iieiy  and  ice  cream  business  in  Sandusky,  and  he  now  has  one 
of  the  lai-evst  plants  for  the  inanufacturi.  of  ice  cream  in  Northern  Oliio. 

nection  with  the  manufacturing  and  wholesaleinu'  ei'  ir 
ducts  a  large  ice  cream  parlor,  and  in  eoniieetiini  has 
cafeteria,  where  every  day  liundreds  of  hu-al  riti/.ens 
with  cheieely  Selected  and  eoiikeil  meals.  Ilis  most  ini|M 
is  in  the  iiiaiiiiraeiiiriim-  of  hi^h  grade  candies,  emphi 
expert  wnrkmeii.  and  the  products  are  of  the  highest  siaiidard. 

Mr.  Martin  is  a  member  of  Perseverance  Lodge  No.  329,  F,  &  A.  M., 
of  the  local  lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks,  is  a  member  of  the  Sunyendeand  Club,  the 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  the  United  Commercial  Travelers.  In 
politics  he  is  independent.  On  August  23.  1905,  at  Sandusky  he  married 
Miss  Alpha  H.  Steen.  Their  two  children  are  named  Harry  T.  and 
Fred  J.,  Jr. 

JosKPii  L.  Morrow.  To  mark  the  passing  years  with  pei-sonal  honor 
and  worthy  achievements  is  man's  .iustifieation  of  his  being  and  the  crite- 
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rioii  by  which  judgment  is  passed  upon  him.  The  career  of  this  well 
known  citizen  of  Erie  County,  which  has  practically  been  his  home  from 
his  childhood  days,  has  been  significantly  one  of  integrity  of  purpose,  of 
consecutive  industry,  of  self-reliance  and  of  well  merited  advancement  in 
temporal  prosperity.  He  lias  been  virtually  dependent  upon  his  own 
resources  sine.'  Imyhood  and  that  he  has  wrought  well  needs  no  further 
certiliiMtioiL  tliiiii  liis  |iirsi-nt  status  as  one  of  the  substantial  representa- 
tives of  tlir  af^i-iiiiltiiiiil  iiiiliistr\-  in  Erie  County  and  his  high  standing 
.  in  the  conlidfuee  and  gaud  will  of  the  community  which  has  so  long  been 
his  home.  He  was  one  of  the  valiant  young  patriots  who  represented 
this  county  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  and  his  loyalty  in  the  "piping 
times  of  peace"  has  been  of  the  same  order.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  small 
farm  in  l\-ikins  Township  and,  now  having  attained  to  the  age  of  three 
srore  years  and  ten,  he  has  virtually  retired  from  the  arduous  toil  which 
marked  his  more  active  career. 

Mr.  Morrow  was  born  in  Bellevue,  Huron  County,  Ohio,  on  the  23th 
of  September,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Jemima  (Taylor)  Mor- 
row, the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Irelaud  and  the  latter  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut.  William  Morrow  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  Em- 
erald Isle  and  as  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  having  been  for  a  time  identified  with  the  boot  and  shoe  business 
in  New  York  City,  whence  he  finally  came  to  Erie  County.  Ohio,  and 
engaged  in  the  same  line  of  enterprise  at  Sandusky,  he  having  learned 
the  trade  of  shoemaker  in  his  native  land.  He  finally  settled  on  a  tract 
of  land  in  Perkins  Township,  on  what  is  now  Columbus  Avenue  of  the 
City  of  Sandusky,  and  he  reclaimed  this  farm  of  thirty-six  acres  from 
the  virgin  forest,  developintr  the  same  into  one  of  the  productive  farms 
of  tlir  r(iiiiil\  ami  IhMv  runt  inning  to  maintain  his  home,  a  worthy  and 
highly  i-.-iM-rtrd  ciii..  n.  until   liis  death  in  1880. 

•lost'pii  L.  j\loirow,  the  iiuine(.liate  subject  of  this  review,  was  a  child 
at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  the  pioneer  farm  in  Perkins  Town- 
ship and  was  but  ten  years  of  age  when  his  mother  died.  He  gained  his 
ent-ly  cdnfation  in  thi'  snincwhnt  primitive  schools  of  the  Incality  and 
pi'iinil,  Imt  Iiis  liroad' r  (lis.i|ilinr  has  been  that  acquired  in  his  long  and 
ai'li\c  assiiriatioii  with  imii  and  affairs,  and  his  alert  mentality  has  made 
iiini  a  man  of  will  fortified  views  and  excellent  fund  of  information. 
When  still  a  mere  boy  Mr.  Morrow  gained  fellowship  with  honest  toil 
and  began  to  provide  for  his  own  maintenance.  He  was  not  yet  sixteen 
years  old  at  the  time  when  the  Civil  War  was  precipitated  on  a  divided 
nation  and  yet  he  waited  only  the  possibility  and  opportunity  for  giving 
patent  evidence  of  his  youthful  patriotism.  In  the  winter  of  1863 
Mr.  Morrow  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  G,  123rd  Ohio  Vohr^teer 
Infantry,  with  which  gallant  command  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  a  faithful  and  valiant  young  soldier  w-ho  was  ever  found  ready  to 
discharge  promptly  every  assigned  duty.  He  served  in  turn  under  Cen- 
erals  Sigel,  Hunter,  Sheridan  and  Grant  and  took  part  in  many  impoi-- 
tant  et'gageiiients  marking  the  progress  of  the  great  conflict  between 
the  States  of  the  North  and  the  South.  For  much  of  the  time  hi>  was 
identified  with  military  operations  in  the  beautiful  Shenandoah  Valley 
of  Virginia  and  later  his  regiment  was  with  the  Army  of  the  James  for 
a  period  of  about  six  months.  Among  the  more  important  engaoreinents 
in  which  I\Ir.  Morrow  participated  may  be  noted  the  battles  of  Winches- 
ter. .\(>wmarket.  Five  Porks,  Opcquan,  Cedar  Creek,  ard  the  siege  of 
Petersburg.  Three  days  prior  to  the  surrender  of  General  Tee,  on  the 
field  of  Appomatox,  Mr.  Morrow's  entire  regiment  was  captured  by  the 
enemy,  at  Farmville,  Vii-ginia,  but  the  members  of  the  commn"d  were 
|ironi|itlv  released  when  the  surrender  of  Generals  Lee  and  Joln'ston 
hccaiiie  known.     With  his  cninrades  .Mr.  ilorrow  relumed  to  Ohio,  and  in 
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its  capital  c-ity  they  received  their  honorable  discharges  in  June.  186."). 
The  military  career  of  Mr.  Morrow  is  one  that  will  retlect  enduring  honor, 
and  his  interest  in  his  old  comrades  in  arms  is  shown  by  his  active  affili- 
ation with  that  noble  and  patriotic  organization,  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  the  ranks  of  which  are  being  so  rapidly  thinned  by  the  one 
invincible  adversary,  death. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Morrow  returned  to  Erie  County,  where 
he  remained  until  1870,  when  he  removed  to  ]\Iound  City,  Illinois,  where 
he  resided  several  years.  He  then  established  his  home  in-  the  city  of , 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  remained  until  1882  and  where  he  followed 
various  lines  of  business  activity.  In  the  year  mentioned  he  returned 
to  Erie  County  and  established  his  permanent  residence  on  h'is  present 
fine  little  homestead  farm,  the  area  of  which  is  sufficient  to  permit  him 
to  maintain  his  activities  in  a  productive  and  successful  way  without 
assuming  the  heavier  burdens  of  responsibility  that  long  rested  on  his 
shoulders. 

Mr.  Morrow  is  one  of  the  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Ei'ie 
County  and  is  alwa.ys  ready  to  do  his  part  in  the  furtherance  of  meas- 
ures advanced  for  the  moral,  educational,  social  and  material  welfare  of 
the  community,  the  while  both  he  and  his  wife  are  held  in  vinqualified 
esteem  by  all  who  know  them,  both  being  zealous  members  of  the  Per- 
kins Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  political  allegiance  having  been 
given  to  the  republican  party  from  the  time  he  attained  to  his  legal 
majority  to  the  present. 

As  a  young  man  Mr.  Morrow  wedded  Miss  Annetta  Hopkins,  of  Erie 
County,  and  of  the  three  children  of  this  union  two  are  living — Marian, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Otto  Erickson,  of  Cleveland,  and  Olive,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Mays,  of  Akron,  this  state.  John  W.,  the  third  child  of 
this  marriage,  is  deceased.  Por  his  second  wife  Mr.  Morrow  wedded 
Miss  Susan  J.  Banks,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Perkins  Township 
and  who  is  a  daiighter  of  the  late  William  Banks.  The  one  child  of  this 
union  is  Vincent  B.,  and  he  resides  in  the  City  of  Cleveland. 

George  Hinde.  The  community  of  Perkins  Township  .sustained  a 
great  loss  in  the  death  of  George  Hinde  in  August,  1899.  Mr.  Hinde 
was  a  native  of  Erie  County  and  possessed  just  the  proper  combination 
of  industrj',  good  judgment,  ability  as  a  farmer  and  financier  and  a  spot- 
less integrity  which  enabled  him  to  accumulate  not  only  a  substantial 
material  prosperity  but  also  the  fond  regard  and  respect  of  all  who  were 
acciuainted  with  him  personally  or  with  his  attainments. 

He  was  born  at  Huron,  Ohio.  July  18,  1838,  a  son  of  James  J.  and 
Margaret  (Broderick)  Hinde.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and 
an  early  settler  in  Perkins  Township  of  Erie  County,  where  his  name 
deserves  a  place  among  the  pioneers.  He  died  in  that  township  and  spent 
most  of  his  years  as  a  farmer. 

On  March  6,  1871,  Mr.  Hinde  married  Ann  H.  Graham,  who  was 
born  in  Huron  Township  of  Erie  County,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane 
(Crozier)  Graham.  The  Grahams  were  also  early  settlers  in  Huron 
Township  and  natives  of  Ireland.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hinde :  May  A.,  wife  of  John  C.  Peterson,  of  Perkins  Township : 
Margaret  J.,  wife  of  Gustavus  Kelley,  of  Perkins  Township :  John  G.. 
now  deceased ;  Mabel  N.  lives  in  Perkins  Township ;  and  John  G..  second 
of  that  name,  also  a  resident  of  Perkins  Township. 

Joseph  T.  Burnham.  The  president  of  the  Berlin  Heights  Banking 
Company.  Mr.  Burnham  is  one  of  the  vigorous,  business  leaders  in  this 
section  of  Erie  County,  and  while  it  has  been  his  own  home  for  only  a 
few  years,  he  may  claim  through  his  parents  and  his  grandfather  asso- 
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fiatioiis  with  some  of  the  earliest  pioneer  liistory  of  Xortheru  Oliio. 
The  JJuriihaiiis  were  Connecticut  people  who  came  to  Northern  Ohio  as 
elaimants  of  some  of  the  land  granted  as  a  remuneration  to  tlie  sufferers 
from  Britisli  invasion,  known  as  the  "Fire  Land." 

J\lr.  Burnham's  grandparents  were  Ellswoi-th  and  Maria  (Walker) 
Burnham,  both  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  former  of  English  and  the 
latter  of  Scotch  lineage.  Ellsworth  Burnham  grew  up  and  married  in 
Connecticut,  and  about  1815  he  and  his  brother  Moses  came  to  Ohio. 
Their  fatlu'r,  Captain  lUuiiham.  was  a  Revolutionary  war  veteran,  and 
had  previously  come  out  lo  Ndrthern  Ohio  and  entered  more  than  three 
hundred  acres  in  tlie  distrirt  i<iiown  as  "Fire  Land."  The  family  had 
suffered  losses  at  the  hands  of  British  invaders,  and  their  names  appear 
on  the  list  of  lire  land  grantees  found  on  other  pages  of  this  history. 
Ellsworth  and  Moses  Burnham  made  the  trip  from  Connecticut  on  horse- 
back and  located  on  a  ridge  of  land  on  the  old  State  Road  between  Cleve- 
land and  Toledo  in  Berlin  Township.  Their  settlement  was  in  the  midst 
of  the  wilderness.  Dense  woods  surrouudeil  them  on  all  sides,  and  they 
like  all  other  first  comers  lived  in  a  log  cabin  and  endured  all  the  incou- 
venienees  and  hardships  of  frontier  life.  Indians  were  at  that  time 
fully  as  luimerous  as  whites,  and  the  readiest  means  of  subsistence  to  the 
settlers  was  the  abundance  of  wild  game  that  every  hunter  could  secure 
at  will.  Here  they  built  up  and  improved  extensive  farms.  A  number 
of  years  later  Moses  sold  his  interests  and  moved  to  Indiana.  About 
the  close  of  the  American  Civil  war  Ellswurth  I'.iiiiihaiii  also  left  Erie 
County.  While  living  in  that  county  thif,'  sons  wciv  Imuii  to  him  and 
wife :  Joseph  T. ;  Dr.  Noi'man  G.,  who  is  eiulily-tliifi'  years  of  age  and  is 
still  ill  the  practice  of  iiieiliriiie  at  Denver,  Colorado;  and  Henry,  wiio 
now  livrs  ;it  S\  hiiiii.i,  near  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Hllsudi-tli  i'.in-nhaiii  on  leaving  Erie  County  moved  to  Saginaw,  Michi- 
gan, when  that  was  a  rough  and  stirring  town  primarily  existing  as  a 
center  of  the  lumber  industry.  Ellsworth  Burnham  and  wife  died  at 
Saginaw  within  a  year  of  each  other,  and  were  at  that  time  past  fotir- 
score  years.  They  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
were  among  the  leaders  in  upbuilding  the  church  of  that  denomiiuition 
at  Berlin  Heights,  being  charter  members  and  he  an  active  official  in  the 
organization.  Ellsworth  Burnham  was  a  whig  in  the  early  days,  and 
not  only  voted  and  worked  for  the  interests  of  that  party  but  was  strongly 
aligned  with  the  early  abolitionists,  and  his  home  was  one  of  the  sta- 
tions on  the  underground  i-ailway.  After  the  dissolution  of  the  whig 
party  he  became  equally  influential  as  a  republican. 

Joseph  Trumbull  Burnham,  father  of  the  Berlin  Heights  banker, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  above  descM-ibed  in  Erie  County.  He 
grew  up  in  the  environment  of  a  frontier  country,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  operated  a  sawmill  with  water  power  in  the  vicinity  of  Berlin 
Heights.  The  loss  of  his  right  arm  in  the  fly-wheel  of  the  machinery 
caused  him  to  give  up  milling,  and  aliout  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  he 
took  his  family  to  the  Saginaw  \'alley  of  iMichigan.  There  he  engaged 
in  Imiiliering  and  also  operated  a  general  store  at  St.  Charles.  Subse- 
(ineiilly  he  moved  into  the  City  of  Saginaw,  and  died  there  in  1J)02.  He 
was  a  i-epublican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  was  nuirried  in  Berlin  Heights  to  Jidia  lline,  who  was  born  in  Erie 
County  in  1826  and  died  at  Saginaw,  .Michigan,  in  1904.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Chuirh.  While  Joseph  T.  Burnham  and 
wife  lived  in  Erie  County  two  eliildren  wei-e  born.  Ella,  the  first,  died 
in  Chieago  in  1894,  the  wife  of  C.  M.  Palmer  of  Chicago.  The  other 
daughter,  Sarah,  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  P.  IMorgan,  a  dentist  at  Sagi- 
naw. .\fter  the  faiiiih-  removed  t<>  Miehitjan  two  sons  were  bnrn,  Frank 
Ellsworth  and  Jos.'pli  T. 
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The  first  born,  Frank  Ellsworth,  died  in  September,  1880,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six,  his  death  following  injuries  received  while  he  was  riding 
through  a  prairie  dog  town  in  Wyoming,  his  horse  having  stumbled  and 
thrown  him. 

Joseph  T.  Burnham  was  born  in  Saginaw,  Michigan,  October  4,  1869, 
and  was  given  a  liberal  education.  From  the  jiublic  schools  he  entered 
the  Michigan  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  and  also  was  a  student  in 
the  Presbyterian  College  at  Alma,  Michigan.  For  one  year  he  lived  in 
Otsego  County,  Michigan,  engaged  in  the  lumber  industry,  and  after 
that  was  a  resident  of  Chicago  until  1900.  He  returned  to  Saginaw  for 
three  years,  and  soon  afterwards  located  in  Berlin  Township,  of  Erie 
County.  He  was  engaged  in  the  management  of  a  farm  here,  and  in 
1905  v/as  elected  a  director  in  the  Berlin  Heights  Banking  Company,  a 
state  institution,  subsequently  was  made  first  vice  president,  and  on  the 
death  of  George  W.  Close,  the  president,  in  August,  1912,  was  elected 
his  successor,  and  has  since  had  the  executive  responsibility  of  this  old 
and  substantial  institution. 

The  Berlin  Heights  Banking  Company  was  organized  in  1883.  Its 
first  president  was  William  Henry  Hine,  who  at  his  death  was  succeeded 
by  George  W.  Close,  and  thus  Mr.  Burnham  is  the  third  to  hold  the 
office  of  president.  The  bank  has  kept  its  original  capital  of  $50  000  and 
lias  made  a  splendid  record  as  a  conservative  and  solid  institution,  fur- 
nishing a  reliable  service  in  general  banking.  In  February.  1914,  the 
company  took  over  the  Citizens  Banking  Company  of  Berlin  Heis-hts. 

At  Berlin  Heights  Mr.  Burnham  married  Margaret  Reynolds  Tilling- 
hast,  who  was  born  on  the  old  Tillinghast  homestead  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship, the  only  child  of  her  parents  that  lived  to  maturity,  there  being 
one  daughter,  Ruth,  who  died  aged  about  eighteen  years.  The  place 
where  Mrs.  Burnham  was  born  comprised  land  secured  direct  from  the 
Government  by  the  grandfather,  Oliver  C.  Tillinghast,  and  he  lived  and 
died  there,  having  been  one  of  the  early  and  honored  residents  of  Ber- 
lin Towrship.  Mrs.  Burnham 's  father  was  the  late  Oliver  C.  Tillinghast, 
Jr.,  who  lived  in  the  Burnham  home  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
eighty-three  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnham  have  two  children : 
Julia  E..  who  died  in  1903,  when  nearly  five  years  of  age;  and  Oliver 
Trumbull,  who  was  born  December  6,  1907,  on  his  grandfather's  old 
homestead  in  Berlin  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnham  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  for  nine  years  he  served  as  its 
trustee.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  local  school  board,  is  a  republican  in 
politics,  and  a  member  of  Lakeview  Lodge  No.  391,  Knights  of  Pythias. 

George  W.  Waldock.  One  of  the  oldest  families  of  Erie  County  is 
represented  by  George  W.  Waldock,  whose  name  and  personal  activities 
as  a  farmer  and  stork  dealer  are  well  known  throughout  this  section. 
Mr.  Waldock  is  a  native  of  Erie  County  and  from  an  early  age  has  given 
most  of  his  attention  to  that  branch  of  business  and  farming  connected 
with  tlie  raising  and  handling  of  live  stock.  His  work  has  been  of  value 
to  the  community  at  large,  and  he  is  connected  with  several  business 
institntiors  of  Erie  County,  and  at  the  present  time  is  a  trustee  of  Per- 
kins Township,  in  which  iocality  he  has  had  his  home  for  many  years. 
He  also  does  some  business  as  a  real  estate  broker. 

George  W.  Waldock  was  born  in  Erie  County  June  10.  1868.  one  of 
the  children  of  Frederick  D.  and  Fannie  Jai^e  (Green)  Waldock.  His 
parents  were  born  in  Hunterdonshire,  England,  and  were  of  substantial 
English  stock.  In  1857  they  emisrated  to  America,  locating  almost 
immediately  in  Erie  County,"  in  Oxford  Township,  but  not  long  after- 
wai-ds  ill  Perkins  Township,  where  the  father  became  engaged  in  agri- 
cuUure  on  a  large  scale.     He  soon  built  up  for  himself  a  reputation  as 
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oiii'  of  till'  leading  cattle  dealers  in  Ohio,  and  was  in  active  business  along 
that  lino  for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  several  years  ago.  He 
was  a  skilled  and  able  business  man,  a  competent  financier  and  in  a  busi- 
ness way  had  a  reputation  much  beyond  his  home  locality.  lie  was  well 
educated,  was  independent  in  politics,  and  possessed  a  genial  straight- 
forward nature  that  caused  everyone  to  have  implicit  confidence  in  him. 
or  his  child i-.ii  six  survive,  as  follows:  Frederick  J.  of  Perkins  Town- 
ship; John  1'..  alsii  III'  I'ci-kins  Township;  Charles  A.,  of  Sandusky;  Wil- 
liam A.  of  Sandusky:  (ieorge  W. ;  and  Fannie  J.,  wife  of  J.  C.  Clark 
of  Sandusky.    Five  of  the  children  are  deceased. 

George  W.  Waldoek  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm  in  Perkins  Town- 
ship and  gained  an  education  in  the  local  schools.  That  training  was 
su]iplemented  by  practical  experience,  and  in  many  ways  he  pos.sesses 
the  fine  qualifieations  as  a  business  man  and  citizen  enjoyed  by  his  father. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  and  his  brothers  were  making  themselves  useful 
as  helpers  to  their  father  in  the  cattle  business,  and  he  subsequently 
embarked  in  the  same  line  of  enterprise  for  himself.  His  home  has  always 
been  in  Perkins  Township,  and  in  April,  1899,  he  removed  to  .his  present 
farm,  which  he  has  occupied  and  improved  during  a  residence  of  more 
than  fifteen  years.  This  homestead  contains  100  acres  and  his  holdings 
also  include  two  other  farms  in  Erie  County. 

I\Ir.  Waldoek  married  Kathen'n  L.  Scheid,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Catherine  Scheid.  Her  father  was  a  late  resident  of  Oxford  Township, 
Eric  County.  To  their  union  have  been  born  two  children:  Verna  Ivea 
and  G.  Howard  S.  Mr.  Waldoek  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  a 
trustee  of  Perkins  Township.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Commer- 
cial Travelers,  is  a  director  in  the  American  Banking  and  Trust  Com- 
pany, an  cx-director  in  the  Duroy  &  Haines  Wine  Company  of  Sandusky, 
a  dircctoi'  in  the  Portland  Vintage  Company,  and  a  director  in  the  Herb 
Brewinir  Company.  He  is  a  memlier  and  trustee  of  the  English  Lutheran 
Church  at  Sandnsk\-.  In  jtolitics  his  relations  have  always  been  with  the 
repuljlican  party.  ^Ir.  AValdoek  has  an  extended  acquaintance  over  Erie 
County,  is  recognized  among  its  public  spirited  and  influential  citizens, 
and  gives  his  support  and  favor  to  every  improvement  that  will  enhance 
the  attractiveness  of  this  part  of  Ohio  as  a  place  of  business  and  resi- 
dence. 

George  F.  Harthng.  One  of  the  individual  enterprises  of  Erie  County 
that  should  be  considered  in  these  pages  is  the  Campbell  Street  Gardens, 
located  in  the  suburban  district  of  Sandusky,  in  Perkins  Township, 
(hardening  is  an  important  branch  of  the  agricultural  industry  which 
has  seen  remarkable  development  in  recent  years,  consei|uent  ujion  the 
concentration  of  population  within  large  centers.  The  ('aini>li<'ll  Street 
Gardens  was  one  of  the  first  enterprises  of  this  kind  to  be  formally  estab- 
lished and  promoted  to  snp|il,v  the  iiKivasinn-  ileniaihls  nf  the  people  of 
Saiulusky  for  all  kinds  of  \  luvi^ihlc  iiimhicts.  'I'lir  luisiiiess  was  started 
about  thirty  years  ago,  anil  Ccoi'ye  K.  llartun'j-.  tlir  pi-csi>nt  proprietor 
of  the  Gardens,  urew  up  in  the  business  and  has  succeeded  his  father  in 
tile  niaiiaueiiiiiit  jiiid  proi>rietorship.  Mr.  Ilartung  is  a  capable  business 
man,  emi'jetic,  thrifty,  and  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  what  the  busi- 
ness and  the  people  require  in  his  particular  line. 

He  was  born  in  Sandusky,  April  18,  1872,  a  son  of  P.  A.  and  Regina 
(Streit)  Ilartung.  Both  parents  were  natives  of  Germany.  F.  A.  Ilar- 
tung was  a  boy  when  he  came  to  Anieric.i  iiim-e  than  half  a  century  ago, 
and  his  father  was  ono  of  the  earl,\  l;;ii'1'  nets  on  the  Huron  Road  in 
Perkins  Township.  Thus  the  business  lias  liei'ii  a  family  occupation  for 
three  successive  generations  in  Erie  County.  F.  A.  Hartung  was  for  a 
number  of  years  in  business  as  a  gardener,  and  established  the  industry 
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on  ( ':niii>liill  street,  now  conducted  by  his  son,  about  1885.  His  death 
oi-ciirrcd  Ajii-il  8,  1904.  He  was  a  man  notable  for  his  industry  and  a 
(•oiiscj.'ntioiis.  hard-working  citizen.  His  widow  survived  him  and  now 
resides  at  108  Plum  Street  in  Sandusky.  The  father  was  a  republican  in 
politics,  and  had  a  high  standing  among  all  classes  of  people. 

George  F.  Hartuug  grew  up  in  Sandusky  and  attended  the  puljlic 
schools  there.  When  about  thirteen  years  old  he  moved  into  Perkins 
Township  with  his  parents,  and  has  ever  since  lived  on  the  old  home- 
stead, better  kuo\ra  as  the  Campbell  Street  Gardens. 

Mr.  Hartung  was  married  January  2,  1895,  to  Miss  Emma  L.  Stur- 
zinger,  who  was  born  in  Perkins  Township,  a  daughter  of  Gottlieb  Stur- 
zinger.  Her  parents  are  both  now  deceased.  To  the  marriage  of  "Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hnrtuiig  have  been  born  eight  children,  named  as  follows:  Mar- 
garet. Harold,  Gertrude,  George,  Dorothy,  Chester  (deceased),  Wesley, 
and  Donald.  This  is  a  fine  family  of  children  and  all  of  them  growing 
to  useful  manhood  and  womanhood. 

While  best  known  as  a  .successful  gardener,  Mr.  Hartung  has  also  for 
many  years  been  a  leader  in  public  affairs.  For  four  years  he  was  treas- 
urer of  Perkins  Township,  and  is  one  of  the  influential  members  of  the 
republican  i)arty  in  the  county.  He  served  for  several  years  as  county 
committeenum  from  Perkins  Township,  and  for  one  term  was  secretary 
of  the  county  organization.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World.  By  hard  work  and  good  business  judgment  he  has 
developed  his  enterprise  at  the  Campbell  Street  Gardens  from  one  of 
small  proportions  to  probably  the  largest  undertaking  of  its  kind  in  the 
vicinity  of  Sandusky,  and  that  city  receives  a  large  share  of  its  provi- 
sions from  this  place. 

August  Ariieit.  A  business  that  has  shown  remarkable  cajiacity  for 
development  under  the  enterprise  of  .August  .\rheit  is  the  dairy  estab- 
lishment conducted  under  his  propi'irt(irslii|>.  his  fine  farm  being  located 
in  Perkins  Township  on  Rural  Di'li\ii\  K'uiitc  Xo.  2  out  of  Sandusky. 
What  is  known  as  Perkins  Avenue  leads  by  his  farm,  and  furnishes  ready 
means  of  access  to  his  chief  market.  Mr.  Arbeit  has  always  been  known 
as  a  hard  worker,  and  in  developing  his  business  has  had  one  ambition — 
to  furnish  the  higlipst  grade  of  milk  supplies  to  his  patrons.  Twenty- 
five  years  :ili(i.  in  1^!MI.  h,.  ,st,ililished  his  first  milk  route  in  Sandusky. 
He  furiiishrd  nlinlilr  srr\irc  ,111(1  in  a  short  time  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  his  business  grow,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  liest  of  its  kind  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city.  He  now  has  five  wagons  eovei-iiiL;-  fixe  si-parate  routes 
every  day  in  the  year,  and  supplies  many  hundreds  df  nistDiniTs  with  the 
choice  milk  and  cream  from  his  dairy  farm  in  Perkins  Township. 

August  Arbeit  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  March  6,  1859,  a  son  of 
George  and  Margaret  Arbeit,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  the  same 
province.  Mr.  Arbeit  grew  up  in  Germany,  and  lived  there  until  his 
twenty-second  .year.  His  education  came  from  the  common  schools,  and 
he  was  early  trained  to  industry  and  thrift.  At  that  age  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  America,  and  the  family  located  in  Sandusky.  He  soon 
found  employment  for  his  energy,  and  some  seven  or  eight  years  after 
arriving  in  Sandusky  made  his  first  independent  venture  as  a  dairynum. 
His  is  an  independent  success,  and  he  has  never  asked  for  anything  more 
than  a  fair  field  and  favors  to  none. 

Mr.  Arbeit  was  married  to  Christina  Pfatheicher,  who  was  born  in 
Baden.  Germany.  To  their  marriage  have  been  born  a  fine  family  of 
ten  children :  George,  of  Sandusky ;  Edwin,  of  Detroit,  jMiehigan ;  Carl, 
of  Perkins  Township ;  Arthur,  of  Perkins  Township ;  Frederick,  of  Per- 
kins Township ;  Helmud,  living  in  Perkins  Township ;  Frieda :  Hilda : 
Ruth:   and  Wilmer,   all  of  the  younger  children  lieing  at  home.     ilr. 
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Arhcit  is  indcpi-iuli'iit  in  politics,  and  with  his  family  is  a  member  of  the 
Refoniu'd  Lutheran  CliuiTh.  Ih-  is  public  spirited,  and  favors  anything 
that  will  make  living  conditions  better  in  his  community. 

(!eorc!E  AV.  Skillmax.  As  a  lad  of  about  fifteen  years  George  W. 
Skillman  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Erie  County  and 
the  family  home  was  at  that  time  established  in  Perkins  Township,  where 
he  has  continued  his  residence  during  the  long  intem-ening  period  of 
more  than  half  a  century — a  period  marked  by  worthy  aeemnplishment 
on  his  part,  his  success  .in. I  piiisperity  having  been  acliiev.d  tlndii-h  his 
own  ability  and  wcll-oiiieiv.l  endeavors.  He  is  now  the  dwnei-  ot  a  well- 
imi>roved  fruit  farm  of  twenty-tive  aci-es.  eliuiMy  situated  on  the  main 
iiighway  l.ietween  Sandusky  and  .Milan  and  oppnsiie  ihe  Soldiers'  Home. 
He  has  become  a  recognized  autlioiaty  in  eonnietimi  with  fruit  culture  in 
this  section  of  the  state  and  iiis  sne.-ess  has  been  on  a  parity  with  the 
iudu.strious  and  eai'diil  elloi-is  w  hieli  he  has  brought  to  bear  in  the  devel- 
opment of  his  present  attraeti\i-  |ilaee,  which  is  largely  given  over  to 
the  cultivation  of  a  variety  of  fruits,  with  ineidental  jirddiiction  in  gen- 
eral agricultural  lines.  Mr.  Skillman  has  been  a  lesid.nt  of  Perkins 
Township  since  the  spring  of  1861  and  with  the  passing  yeai's  he  has  kept 
in  close  touch  with  the  ni.irch  el'  (le\el(i])nient  and  progress  in  this  favored 
and  opulent  section  (if  the  eld  j'-uekeye  State,  the  while  he  has  exemplified 

the  highest  civic  loyalt\ ,  I n  intluential  in  public  affairs  of  a  local  order 

and  is  held  in  unqualihed  popular  confidi-nee  and  esteem. 

I\lr.  Skillman  is  a  scion  of  a  family  that  was  Idunded  in  the  State  of 
New  Jer.sey  in  an  early  day,  probably  in  the  eelnnial  era  of  our  national 
history,  and  his  paternal  and  maternal  grandparents  passed  their  entire 
lives  in  that  fine  old  commonwealth,  which  lie  hiniseir  claims  as  the  place 
of  his  nativity.  Mr.  Skillman  was  born  at  Xew  lirunswick,  the  .judicial 
center  of  Middlesex  County,  New  Jersey,  on  the  8th  of  April,  1846,  and  is 
a  .son  of  Aaron  J.  and  Eliza  A.  (Van  >Costrand)  Skillman,  both  of  whom 
were  born  and  reared  in  that  state,  the  mother  having  l)een  of  staunch 
Holland  Dutch  ancestry,  as  the  family  name  clearly  indicates. 

In  the  year  1854,  when  the  sub.iect  of  this  review  was  about  eight 
years  of  age,  his  parents  left  their  old  home  in  New  Jersey  and  removed 
to  Mount  Clemens,  Macomb  County,  Michigan,  where  they  continued  their 
residence  until  the  spring  of  1861,  when  removal  was  made  to  Erie 
County,  Ohio.  Settlement  was  made  in  Perkins  Township,  and  here  the 
father  died  in  the  year  1869,  his  wife  having  survived  him  by  a  term  of 
years.  Of  their  ten  children  only  four  are  now  living:  Mai'tin  L..  who 
is  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens,  Michigan,  was  a  valiant  soldier  of  the 
Union  in  the  Civil  war,  as  was  also  Isaac,  who  maintains  his  home  in  the 
City  of  Grand  Rapids,  that  state;  George  W.,  of  this  review,  is  the  next 
in  respective  order  of  birth ;  and  Delia,  who  now  I'csides  at  San  Diego, 
California,  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Albert  Walker,  of  Sandtisky,  who 
likewise  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war. 

George  W.  Skillman  acquired  his  rmlimenlary  educaliim  in  his  native 
state,  continued  his  studies  in  the  schools  of  ;\Iount  Clemens,  .\lii-liigan, 
and  attended  school  for  a  time  after  the  family  remoxal  m  llrh'  < 'nunty. 
He  has  lived  continuously  in  Perkins  Township,  as  previously  siate<l.  and 
there  has  so  improved  his  opportunities  as  to  win  definite  independence 
and  i)rosi)erity.  his  ])resent  homestead  having  been  his  place  of  residence 
since  l>SiS2  and  being  improved  with  excellent  buildings  as  well  as  with 
line  orchards  and  vineyards.  Mr.  Skillman  has  identified  himself  closely 
with  all  comuuinity  interests,  has  been  staunchly  arrayed  as  a  supporter 
of  the  cause  of  the  republican  ])arty  and  served  seven  years  in  the  office 
of  townsbi])  trustee,  besides  having  given  elfective  service  for  a  similar 
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period  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  of  Perkins  Township,  a 
portion  of  the  time  his  position  having  been  that  of  president  of  the  board. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1882,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
SkiUman  to  Miss  Annetta  Hickman,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Pei'kins 
Township  and  who  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer 
families  of  this  county.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  (Buck) 
Hickman,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Delaware  and  the  latter  in 
Pennsylvania.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  Henry  Buck,  was  one  of  the 
very  early  settlers  of  Erie  County  and  here  died  from  an  attack  of 
cholera,  during  the  iiniiioriilil.'  i-piilcniii-  of  the  dread  disease  in  1849. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Skillnum  \\,iv  c-irly  ^^.'ttlers  on  a  farm  in  Perkins 
Township  and  a  part  dl'  tlir  siniic  is  tlic  luiiiicstead  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skillman.  Jacob  Hipkman  survived  his  wife  by 
a  number  of  years  and  was  one  of  the  venerable  pioneer  citizens  of  Per- 
kins Township  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1897.  Of  the  two  surviving 
children  Mrs.  Skillman  is  the  younger,  and  her  sister,  Elizabeth  J.,  is  the 
wife  of  Lewis  L.  Clark,  concerning  whom  individual  mention  is  made 
on  other  pages  of  this  publication. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skillman  became  the  parents  of  two  sons,  the  second  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Harry  H..  who  still  maintains  his  home  in  Per- 
kins Township,  married  JMiss  Emily  Halt,  and  they  have  three  children. 
G.  Carlisle,  Lois  M.  and  Robert  H. " 

Lewis  L.  Clark.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  offer  in  this 
publication  a  brief  review  of  the  career  of  this  venerable  and  honored 
pioneer  citizen  of  Erie  County,  which  became  the  home  of  the  family 
when  he  was  a  mere  child  and  within  the  gracious  borders  of  which  the 
major  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed,  though  his  is  the  distinction  also 
of  having  been  a  pioneer  in  the  State  of  California,  to  which  he  made  his 
way  at  the  time  when  the  gold  excitement  was  at  its  height  in  that  his- 
toric New  Eldorado.  Mr.  Clark  is  the  only  living  representative  of  his 
generation  in  a  family  of  twelve  children  and  the  name  which  he  bears 
has  been  identified  with  this  histoi-y  of  Erie  County  for  virtually  three- 
fourths  of  a  century,  so  that  it  maj'  be  readily  understood  that  his  memory 
constitutes  an  indissoluble  chain  that  links  the  early  pioneer  days  with 
the  present  period  of  opulent  prosperity  and  progress  in  this  favored 
section  of  the  Buckeye  State.  Though  he  has  passed  the  eightieth  mile- 
store  on  the  journey  of  life,  Mr.  Clark  has  lived  a  "godly,  righteous  and 
sober  life, ' '  with  the  result  that  he  retains  to  a  wonderful  degree  his  phys- 
ical and  mental  vigor  and  has  shown  no  desire  for  inactivity  or  too 
tranquil  ease.  He  gives  his  personal  supervision  to  his  fine  fruit  farm 
in  Perkins  Township,  and  is  widely  known  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
peach-growers  in  this  section  of  the  state,  even  as  he  is  a  recognized 
authority  in  this  field  of  enterprise. 

Lewis  L.  Clark  is  a  scion  of  stavinch  colonial  stock  in  New  England 
and  his  maternal  grandfather  was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  Continental 
Line  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  Woodstock 
County,  Vermont,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1834,  and  is  the  only  one 
surviving  of  the  twelve  children  of  Joseph  and  Philena  fKempton) 
Clark,  the  former  of  whom  likewise  was  a  native  of  the  old  Green  Moun- 
tain State,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
In  the  middle  '30s,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  mere  child, 
Joseph  Clark  immigrated  with  his  family  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  and 
became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  what  is  now  Perkins  Township, 
Erie  County,  where  he  obtained  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  laud  and  set 
to  himself  the  reclaiming  of  a  farm  from  the  forest  wilds.  The  original 
family  domicile  was  a  log  house  of  the  primitive  type  common  to  the 
early"  pioneer  days,  but  within  its  rude  walls  peace  and  comfort  found 
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plan'  ami.  with  its  lateh-string  always  out,  its  hospitality  was  in  obverse 
ratio  to  its  limited  dimensions.  Joseph  Clark,  with  characteristic  New 
England  vigor  and  thrift,  siieceeded  in  the  development  of  a  productive 
farm  and  in  making  adequate  provision  for  his  family,  though  he  and 
his  noble  wife  end\ired  their  full  share  of  the  trials  and  hardships  that 
fell  to  the  lot  of  the  pioneers  in  a  new  country.  Both  continued  their 
residence  on  their  old  homestead  until  the  close  of  their  long  and  useful 
lives, — folk  of  indomitable  energy,  of  deep  religious  faith  and  of  al)iding 
sympathy  and  kindliness,  so  that  their  names  well  merit  perpetuation 
on  the  roll  of  tlie  honored  pioneers  of  Erie  County. 

Under  the  conditions  and  influences  of  the  pioneer  days  Lewis  L. 
Clark  was  reared  to  maturity  in  Erie  County,  and  it  may  well  be  under- 
stood tliat  tliis  section  of  the  state  is  endeared  to  him  by  many  gracious 
memories  and  associations.  The  primitive  subscription  schools  maintained 
by  the  pioneers  afforded  him  his  preliminary  educational  discipline  and 
through  this  medium  be  was  enabled  to  lay  broad  and  deep  the  founda- 
tion for  the  substantial  superstructure  of  information  and  judgment 
which  he  has  reared  throiigh  personal  application  to  study  and  reading 
and  through  travel  and  the  varied  experiences  of  a  signally  active  and 
useful  life.  He  was  an  argonaut  in  California,  as  previously  noted,  but 
in  later  years  he  has  traveled  somewhat  extensively  throiigh  both  the 
East  and  the  West,  his  western  trips  having  included  visits  to  California, 
Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho  and  Nevada. 

In  1854,  about  five  years  after  the  memorable  discovery  of  gold  in 
California,  Mr.  Clark,  who  was  then  about  twenty  years  of  age,  indulged 
his  youthful  spirit  of  adventure  by  making  his  wa.y  to  the  Pacific  Coast, 
the  trip  having  been  made  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  He  landed  in 
San  Francisco,  whence  he  soon  proceeded  to  the  gold  fields  of  Sierra 
Connty,  where  he  instituted  his  quest  for  the  precious  metal,  his  mining 
for  gold  having  thereafter  been  continued  in  El  Dorado  County,  wliere 
he  remained  about  three  years,  after  which  he  was  sirailarily  engaged 
for  a  time  in  Butte  County.  In  the  last  mentioned  county,  after  having 
been  measurably  successful  as  a  gold-seeker,  he  finally  located  upon  and 
instituted  operations  on  a  ranch,  near  Butte  Creek,  in  the  Sacramento 
Valley.  In  this  enterprise  be  was  associated  with  George  W.  Sailor, 
under  the  firm  nainc  of  Chirk  ^:  Sailor,  and  they  were  successful  in  their 
undertaking,  in  wliirli  th,  y  (■(nitinucd  their  activities  for  more  than  six 
.years.  With  an  a|i]iitcial>lr  sum  oi'  money  to  his  credit,  Mr.  Clark  then 
returned  to  the  East,  after  having  been  far  removed  from  the  stage  of 
operations  during  the  entire  period  of  the  Civil  war.  In  1865,  by  way 
of  the  Nicaragua  Route,  he  made  the  return  .iourney  and  came  back 
to  the  old  home  in  Erie  County.  He  finally  settled  on  his  present  farm- 
stead, in  Perkins  Township,  where  he  owns  foi'ty-five  acres  of  land,  his 
residence  being  situated  opposite  the  Soldiers'  Home  and  on  a  virtual 
extension  of  South  Hancock  Street  in  the  City  of  Sandusky.  Here  he 
has  lived  in  peace  and  prosperity  during  the  long  intervening  period  of 
nearly  fifty  years,  an  upright,  loyal  and  steadfast  citizen  who  has  secure 
place  in  the  confidence  and  veneration  of  all  who  know  him.  His  well 
improved  farm  is  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  fruit-growing  and  he 
is  known  as  an  expert  in  the  propagation  of  the  finest  grades  of  peaches, 
being  one  of  the  leading  peach-growers  of  Erie  County  and  taking  great 
pi'ide  in  jiis  splendid  orchards,  to  which  he  continues  to  give  his  personal 
I'are  and  supervision. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1867,  was  solenniized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Clark  to  IMiss  Elizabeth  J.  Hickman,  wliose  entire  life  has  been  passed 
in  Erie  County.  She  was  born  in  Perkins  Townsliip  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Jacob  C.  aiid  .\nna  (Buck^  Hickman,  the  former  of  wliom  was  born 
in   Delaware   and   the    latter    in    Pennsylvania.      .Mrs.    Clark's   maternal 
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sraiulfather,  Henry  Buck,  eaiiie  from  Lycoming  County,  Pennsylvania, 
to  Erie  County  in  1830  and  eventually  established  his  home  on  tiie  farm 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark.  He  passed  the  rcsiidui; 
of  his  life  in  Perkins  Township,  where  he  died  on  the  7th  of  Xdvinilicr. 
1897,  one  of  the  most  venerable  and  honored  pioneer  eiti/ms  dl'  l^ric 
County.  Within  this  county  are  now  to  be  found  his  des(<ii(l;iiits  even 
to  the  fifth  generation,  and  he  was  one  of  those  strong  and  resourceful 
men  who  aided  largely  in  the  civic  and  industrial  development  and 
upbuilding  of  this  section  of  the  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clai-k  have  one 
son,  William  J.,  who  is  engaged  in  fruit  raising.  He  married  .Miss  l>ntta 
Snively,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  two  il.iu'jlilns, — 
Helen  and  Marjorie.  As  a  young  woman  Mrs.  Lewis  L.  Clnik  \v;is  a  suc- 
cessful ,-iii(l  popular  Icachi'i-  in  the  public  schools  of  Erie  ('oniil\,  after 
hii\iii<j  attciidid  a  |iii\at-  s.-liool  and  the  Sandusky  High  Srlmol  when 
tliat  (lc|iarlniciit  of  tile  eity  schools  was  comparatively  a  new  iuslitution. 
She  eoutiiuied  her  services  as  a  teacher  for  several  years  prior  to  her 
marriage  and  has  always  kept  in  touch  with  the  best  literature  and  the 
liest  thought  and  sentiment  of  the  day.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Twentieth  Century  Club  and  the  Woman's  Christian  iTemperance  Union, 
and  both  she  and  her  husband  attend  the  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Tiieirs  has  been  an  ideal  companionship  of  nearly  half  a  century,  with 
all  of  intellectual  harmony  and  mutually  high  ideals,  so  that  in  the 
twilight  of  their  lives  they  find  themselves  compassed  by  all  that  makes 
graceful  and  benignant  this  period,  the  while  their  circle  of  friends  is 
limited  only  by  that  of  their  acquaintances. 

Albert  E.  Wagner.  An  old  established  and  important  industry  in 
I'eik'iiis  To\vnslii|>  is  eoHilueted  by  tile  W'auuer  Quarries  Company,  whose 
Imsihi'ss  ofliei's  aiv  at  Saiidnsky.  'I'lii'  family  of  this  name  has  been 
eiiiiaeed  111  i|iiarrying  stoiie  in  iM'ie  ('oiinty  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
Allieit  K.  Waener,  a  son  of  the  founder  of  the  business,  is  now  the 
aetixc  sii|H  I  iiitendent  of  the  No.  1  Quarry  in  Perkins  Township,  where 
-Mr.  Wagner  makes  his  home.  About  thirty-five  men  on  the  average  are 
employed  at  this  quarry  and  its  working  not  only  employs  a  great  deal 
of  labor  but  its  output  is  sufficient  to  place  it  among  the  leading  pro- 
ductive industries  of  this  section. 

A  native  of  Sandusky,  Albert  jv  Watjiier  was  born  June  13,  1879,  a 
son  of  Michael  and  Catherine  '  l.aiilieii  Wagner.  His  father  was  born 
in  Germany,  came  to  the  United  States  when  about  twelve  years  of  age, 
went  from  New  York  to  Canada,  and  after  living  there  for  a  time  moved 
to  Ottawa  County,  Ohio,  locating  at  Marblehead.  Subsequently  he 
moved  to  Sandusky,  and  lived  there  from  the  '70s  on.  He  engaged  in 
the  quarry  industry  in  1893,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  Wagner  Stone 
Quarries.  This  company  now  operates  five  quarries  in  different  parts  of 
Erie  County,  and  the  No.  1  Quarry  has  been  in  constant  operation  since 
1893.  and  the  son  Albert  has  been  sujierintendent  of  that  liranch  since 
1903.  Michael  Wagner  retired  from  aetive  nailieinatioii  in  tlie  business 
in  1913,  having  for  the  previous  twenty  years  lieeii ,  president  of  the 
company.     He  is  still  living  and  is  past  seventy-eight. 

Albert  E.  Wagner  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  Sandusky,  attended 
St.  ]\Iarv's  Catholic  Parochial  School,  and  was  also  a  student  in  the  San- 
iliiskv  liiisin.'vs  ( 'olleev.  Sinre  the  age  of  fourteen  he  has  had  almost  con- 
stant ex|Mrien(i'  ill  sloiie  (|iiarr\iiig,  and  this  concentration  of  effort  is 
largely  i-esponsihle  for  hi.s  estalilisliinent  as  a  successful  business  man  at  a 
conqiaratively  early  age.  He  lived  in  Sandusky  until  1910,  and  since 
that  year  has  had  his  home  near  Quarry  No.  1  in  Perkins  Township.  For 
several  years  he  was  secretary  of  the  Wagner  Stone  Company,  which 
has  since  been  succeeded  by  tlie  Wagner  Quarries  Company. 
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On  April  16,  1907,  Mr.  Wagner  married  Lucy  Keller,  who  was  born 
ill  Pei-kins  Township,  a  daughter  of  Frank  Keller.  To  their  marriage 
was  liorn  one  daughter,  Lucile  D.  In  polities  Mr.  Wagner  is  a  democrat, 
and  is  a  member  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church  at  Sandusky.  Mr.  Wag- 
ner also  has  to  his  credit  service  as  a  soldier  in  the  Spanish-American 
war.  He  was  a  member  of  Company  B  of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  having  joined  that  company  at  Sandusky,  and  spent  nearly 
a  .year  with  his  command.  For  about  four  months  his  regiment  was 
engaged  chiefly  in  guard  duty  in  Cuba,  and  the  rest  of  the  time  was, 
spent  in  the  various  camps  in  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Spanish-American  War  Veterans  at  Sandusky. 

Newton  Andkess.  Among  the  homes  at  Berlin  Heights  that  stand 
for  dignified  social  tradition  and  the  best  ideals  that  have  permeated 
and  vitalized  the  society  of  Erie  County  for  many  yeai's  that  now  occu- 
pied by  Mrs.  Ella  A.  Andress  has  special  interest.  Mrs.  Andress  lives  in 
a  beautiful  fifteen-room  residence,  which  since  it  was  built  has  frequently 
been  the  scene  of  gatherings  of  the  best  people  in  that  community.  Mrs. 
.\ndress  for  a  woman  of  her  years  has  a  remarkably  well  preserved  nature, 
and  it  seems  hardly  possible  that  the  coming  years  can  dim  the  anima- 
tion of  her  spiritual  character.  She  is  easily  one  of  the  most  important 
leaders  in  local  societ.v,  and  at  different  times  has  done  a  great  deal  in 
the  cause  of  proliibition. 

Her  late  husband  x\as  Newton  Andress,  who  died  at  his  home  in  Berlin 
Heights  April  1^"-.  1!HI!I.  .Mr.  Andress  was  a  man  with  a  successful  record 
in  business  and  likewise  enjoyed  the  high  esteem  paid  to  good  citizens. 
He  was  born  at  Henrietta,  in  Lorain  County.  Ohio,  November  13,  1834, 
and  was  in  his  seventy-fifth  year  when  he  died.  His  father.  Almond  An- 
dress, died  at  Birmingham  in  Erie  County  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  He 
was  twice  married,  and  his  first  wife  was  the  mother  of  the  late  Newton 
Andress. 

Newton  Andress  grew  up  on  a  farm,  attended  the  country  schools, 
and  nearly  all  his  active  career  was  devoted  to  farming,  latterly  on  an 
extensive  scale,  and  the  foundation  of  his  prosperity  was  laid  in  this 
occupation.  He  was  first  married  to  Carrie  C.  Barber.  She  was  born  . 
in  Erie  County  February  22,  1839,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Phineas  Barber, 
who  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  early  Methodist  Episcopal  preachers  in 
Erie  County,  and  who  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in  Berlin 
Heights.  Mrs.  Carrie  C.  Andress  died  June  3,  1892.  There  were  no 
eliildren  by  tliis  marriage.  Before  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Andress  had  retired  to 
Berlin  Heights  they  owned  and  occupied  two  large  farms  in  Erie  County, 
and  as  the  possessors  of  ample  means  also  had  the  wisdom  needed  to  enjoy 
them.  ^Irs.  Andress  was  a  i-egular  attendant  at  church  and  a  devout 
Methodist.  Newton  Andress  was  in  politics  a  democrat,  and  at  dift'erent 
times  had  been  honored  with  local  offices  in  his  township  and  the  Village 
of  Berlin  Heights.  He  was  also  a  Masnn  who  had  attained  the  thirty- 
second  degi-ee  in  Scottish  Rite,  and  had  affiliations  with  Mai-ks  Lodge 
No.  3."i9;  witii  tile  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at  Berlin  Heights;  witli  Norwalk 
Commandery  No.  18,  K.  T. :  and  with  Lake  Erie  Consistory  and  the 
Al  Koran  Temple  of  the  Mvstie  Shrine  at  Cleveland. 

On  September  28,  1893^  Mr.  Andress  married  I\Irs.  Ella  A.  (King) 
Clary.  Jlrs.  Andress  was  born  in  Florence  Townshiji,  Erie  County, 
May  13.  1851,  and  grew  up  in  that  country  eojniminity  and  at  the  Village 
of  Berlin  Heights.  She  attended  the  public  schools  and  also  the  college 
at  P>erea.  and  in  early  life  was  a  teaclier.  Siie  first  married  George  Clian- 
dler  Clarv,  who  was  born  in  Florence  Townsiiip  April  7,  1848,  and 
.lied  siiddVnlv  wliile  awav  fmiH  liom..  on  April  12.  1870.  His  fatlier, 
tleni-irr  W.  Ciary.  was  a  pioiie.T  faniuT  in  Floren.T  Township,  and  s])ent 
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an  active  and  prosperous  career  there,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  republican  party  in  that  section. 
George  "VV.  Clary  married  Eliza  Chandler,  who  survived  him  a  few 
years  and  was  a  woman  of  strong  mind  and  strict  in  her  religious 
duties,  and  was  nearly  eightj'-four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
By  her  t  rst  marriage  JMrs.  Andress  had  two  children.  Charles  Clary, 
who  is  a  farmer  at  Birmingham  in  Erie  County,  married  Helen  Stone. 
who  was  a  California  girl  and  by  the  narrowest  margin  escaped  from  a 
house  which  was  destroyed  over  her  liead  during  the  San  Francisco  earth- 
quake and  fire;  they  have  two  childrrii.  Xcwton  A.  and  Helen  A.  Myrtle 
C.,  the  second  child  of  Mrs.  Andivss.  ilinl  at  the  age  of  forty-one  on 
October  3,  1913,  leaving  by  her  niarriaui'  to  Thomas  Elson  a  daughter 
named  Marie,  who  lives  with  her  father  in  Berlin  Heights. 

Mrs.  Andress  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  S.  and  Melona  (Masters) 
King.  They  were  both  natives  of  Connecticut  and  when  young  people 
came  to  Erie  County  and  were  married  in  Florence  Township,  where  they 
began  life  as  farmers,  and  where  her  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two.  He  possessed  a  remarkable  vigor  of  mind  and  body  which  was  main- 
tained well  up  to  the  close  of  his  life.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
one.  ]\Irs.  Ella  A.  Andress  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
has  two  affiliations  wifh  the  Eastern  Star  at  Norwalk  and  with  the 
Pythian  Sisters  at  Bci-lin  llciulits.  and  through  these  and  other  i-elations 
maintains  her  activities  in   sinial  atfairs.     She  is  an  active  member  of 

the  W.  C.  T.  U.  and   lias  I n  coiniected  with  many  of  the  important 

operations  of  that  body. 

Jamks  C.  Brundage.  It  was  more  than  ninety  years  ago  that  tiie 
Rrundage  family  established  its  home  within  the  wilds  of  the  present 
County  of  Erie.  They  were  of  the  finest  class  of  people.  God-fearing, 
industrious,  independent,  and  well  fitted  for  the  trials  and  privations 
of  frontier  life.  Of  such  an  ancestry  honoi'able  in  all  things  is  descended 
James  C.  Brundage,  long  one  of  the  proininent  citizens  of  the  Bei-lin 
Heights  Community. 

Mr.  James  C.  Brundage  himself  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 
.  where  he  was  born  October  28,  1849.  His  parents  were  the  late  Capt. 
Ebene^er  and  Lovisa  (Alger)  Brundage.  His  father  was  born  at  Penn 
Yan,  New  York,  January  11,  1811,  and  died  at  Berlin  Heights  July  8. 
1889.  His  wife  was  born  in  Claverack,  New  York,  January  29,  1*818. 
and  died  in  Berlin  Heights  August  31,  1887.  Captain  Brundage  was 
a  son  of  James  Brundage,  who  was  born  in  one  of  the  New  England 
States  about  1782.  He  married  Lavina  Parson,  who  was  born  either  in 
New  York  State  or  one  of  the  New  Englarxl  states  in  1784.  They  came 
of  a  farming  class  of  people  and  the  families  were  early  identified  with 
the  Methodist  Church.  All  the  children  of  James  and  wife  were  born  in 
the  East.  In  1822  the  family  took  passage  at  Buffalo  on  a  Lake  Erie 
steamer  bound  for  Vermillion,  Ohio.  Here  they  sought  a  home  in 
Vermillion  Township  and  along  the  lake  shore  near  Ruggles  Corners. 
In  the  wild  woods  they  constructed  a  hewed  log  house,  and  there  began 
the  improvements,  traces  of  which  in  cultivated  fields  and  fertile  farm 
lands  persist  even  to  this  day.  James  Brundage  died  there  May  10, 
1855.  His  widow  was  subsequently  brought  to  the  Village  of  Berlin 
Heights  by  her  son.  Captain  Ebenezer,  in  1862,  and  she  died  there  in 
1866.  James  Brundage  and  wife  were  among  the  most  prominent  of 
the  early  IMetbodists  in  this  community,  and  for  years  he  held  the  office 
of  deacon  in  the  local  church.  They  had  the  stiirdy  virtues  of  the  orig- 
inal New  England  stock  of  people,  always  lived  frugally  and  well  within 
their  means.^  reared  their  children  to  honest  purisuits  and  made  their 
lives  more  than  ordinarily  useful  in  the  new  community.     Their  early 
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home  was  one  most  fi-equently  resorted  to  by  the  early  Methodist  circuit 
riders,  and  it  can  be  said  of  these  good  people  that  they  carried  their 
religious  convictions  into  their  practical  everyday  life.  James  Brundage 
voted  the  whig  ticket  in  politics. 

The  late  Capt.  Ebenezer  Brundage  was  eleven  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  Erie  County.  The  major  jjart  of  his  activities  were  as  a  lake 
sailor.  In  1829  he  began  his  duties  before  the  mast  on  a  schooner  under 
one  of  the  early  captains  of  Lake  Erie,  and  soon  proved  his  skill  and 
proficiency  as  a  boatman.  Before  he  was  thirty  years  of  age  he  was 
master  of  the  Vermillion,  which  subsequently  was  burned  at  her  dock 
at  Huron.  He  was  also  captain  of  the  Columbus  and  the  Empire  and 
other  boats,  some  of  which  were  the  swiftest  and  best  kimun  xrsscls  in 
the  passenger,  mail  and  freight  service  on  the  lake.  In  ]^'<\  \u-  retired 
from  his  profession,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  iniinDvcd  snuic  first 
class  farm  lauds  along  the  lake  shore,  but  about  lSo6  or  lb.')7  moved 
to  the  Village  of  Berlin  Heights,  and  a  year  or  so  later  bought  a  farm 
from  Rev.  Mr.  Demming  just  south  of  the  village,  but  now  included 
within  the  corporation  limits.  This  farm  has  been  continuously  in  the 
Brundage  name  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  is  now  owned  by 
James  C.  Brundage.  It  comprised  forty-five  acres,  and  there  in  1861 
Captain  Brundage  built  a  large  and  comfortable  nine-room  brick  house, 
which  is  still  standing  and  in  spite  of  its  age  one  of  the  best  homes  in 
the  community.  The  bricks  were  burned  in  Milan  Township.  Captain 
Brundage  and  his  wife  continiied  to  live  there  and  brought  up  their 
family.  At  one  time  Captain  Brundage  owned  130  acres  around  the 
old  homestead,  and  158  acres  two  miles  south.  All  of  it  was  arable 
land,  and  under  his  management  proved  very  profitable  in  its  yearly 
production.  Captain  Brundage  possessed  a  great  deal  of  thrift  and 
enterprise,  prospered  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  as  he  had  previously 
made  his  success  as  a  lake  captain.  He  was  one  of  the  ardent  exponents 
of  the  republican  party  in  his  county,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  led  useful 
and  honored  lives.  There  were  only  two  children  born  to  Captain 
Brunilii'^e  and  wile.  The  daughter,  Laura  Estelle,  was  born  September 
27,  isTil.  ;imi  dieil  April  20,  1901.     She  married  Louis  Elson,  who  now 

lives  ill  t»kial la,  and  their  daughter,  Estella  M.,  graduated  from  high 

sclionl  and  subsequently  studied  at  Chicago  and  Cleveland. 

James  C.  Brundage 's  birthplace  was  on  Delaware  Avenue  in  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  His  parents  had  their  home  there  for 
several  years,  but  he  was  still  a  small  child  when  they  returned  to 
Erie  County,  and  he  has  spent  practically  all  his  life  and  all  of  his 
associationsare  centered  around  the  community  at  Berlin  Heights.  He 
grew  up  on  the  farm  which  he  still  owns,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  local  schools.  He  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  as  a 
farmer,  and  has  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  valuable  places  near 
Berlin  Heights. 

At  Norwalk  in  Huron  County  he  married  Miss  Inez  Hitsman,  who 
was  born  in  Henrietta  Township'of  Lorain  County  in  March,  1848,  but 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Erie  County,  and  was  a  successful  and 
popular  teacher  before  her  marriage.  Her  parents  were  Henry  and 
Hairiet  (Darby)  Hitsman,  both  natives  of  Allegany  County,  New  York, 
her  father  born  in  1815  and  her  mother  in  1819.  Her  father  was  of 
Dutch  and  her  mother  of  English  lineage.  They  were  brought  to  Lorain 
County  bv  their  respective  parents,  where  the  Hitsman  and  Darby 
families  lived  as  farmers,  and  were  married  at  Elyria.  After  some 
\(ars  as  farmers  in  Lorain  County  they  moved  in  1850  to  Berlin  Town- 
siiip,  and  subsequently  lived  within  the  village  limits  of  Berlin  Heights. 
!\Ir.  Hitsman  died  April  9,  1909.  He  was  an  aetive  republican  in  pol- 
high  ideals  as  to  bis  eivie  duti.s  an.l  his  Clinsiian  ivla- 
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tioiis  with  the  community.  For  some  years  he  served  as  deputy  sheriff 
in  Erie  County.  His  widow  is  now  living  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Bruudage,  and  possesses  the  vigor  of  a  woman  much  younger.  She 
celebrated  her  eighty-fifth  birthday  on  December  6,  1914.  and  still 
keeps  up  with  current  news.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruudage  have  no  children  of  their  own.  They  reared 
a  foster  child,  Ruth  Tillinghast,  whom  they  educated  at  Berlin  Heights, 
and  after  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1907  she  attended  a  busi- 
ness course  in  Oberliu  College,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Eugene  Tillotson, 
and  they  live  in  Cleveland.  Mr.  Brundage  is  a  former  trustee  and 
assessor  of  Berlin  Township  and  is  a  republican  who  works  consistently 
for  good  government  both  locally  and  nationally,  and  exercises  con- 
siderable influence  in  his  community.  He  has  passed  all  the  chairs  and 
is  past  chancellor  of  Lake  View  Lodge  No.  391  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

Randall  L.  Baillv.  In  one  of  the  conunodious  ami  comfortable 
homes  that  give  spiTi:il  cli.iiaitcr  to  the  Village  of  Berlin  Heights  as  a 
residence  center  resides  Mrs.  i;andall  L.  Bailey,  who  has  many  interest- 
ing associations  and  irlalidiisliii)  with  the  old  families  of  Erie  County. 
The  Baileys  have  been  identified  with  this  section  of  Northern  Ohio  for 
the  greater  part  of  a  century,  while  Mrs.  Bailey's  own  family,  the  Hills, 
have  been  of  equal  prominence.  Mrs.  Bailey's  grandfather,  David  L. 
Hill,  was  a  soldier  throughout  the  War  of  1812,  and  displayed  his  patri- 
otism by  service  in  several  of  the  important  campaigns  in  that  great  sec- 
ond struggle  with  Great  Britain. 

The  late  Randall  L.  Bailey  was  born  at  Vermillion  in  Erie  County, 
February  27.  1846,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Berlin  Township,  October 
30,  1904.  His  parents  were  Marvin  and  Susan  A.  (Havalick)  Bailey. 
Marvin  Bailey  was  born  April  2,  1822,  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  his 
wife  was  born  at  Clinton,  Pennsylvania,  June  13,  1818.  Both  died  at 
Kipton  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  the  former  on  May  19,  1899,  and  the  lat- 
ter in  1906.  They  were  married  in  Erie  County  in  1844.  Susan  A. 
Havalick 's  fir.st  husband  was  a  brother  of  Marvin  Bailey,  and  by  that 
union  she  had  several  childi-en.  Henry,  the  first  of  these,  was  born  in 
Vermillion,  Ohio,  September  26,  1837,  and  for  many  years  has  lived  at 
New  Hampton,  Iowa,  where  he  is  a  prominent  citizen  and  a  former  mem- 
ber of  the  Iowa  Legislature;  he  is  now  living  with  his  second  wife;  he 
served  throughout  the  Civil  war  as  a  private,  was  a  brave  and  efficient 
soldier,  and  was  once  wounded  in  1)attle,  having  served  with  the  Twelfth 
Ohio  Regiment  in  many  important  battles,  among  them  the  mighty  strug- 
gle at  (i.ttxsliiirL:'.  The  .second  child  was  .Jefferson  P.  Bailey,  who  was 
born  Ortdliii-  s.  ls:i9,  and  died  in  thr  State  of  Oregon,  having  been  twice 
married  and  lia\  iiig  left  children  by  both  wives.  Susan  J.  Bailey,  another 
child  of  that  marriage,  was  born  April  12,  1842,  and  died  at  Kipton,  Ohio, 
as  the  wife  of  Darius  Plumb,  leaving  two  children,  and  her  husband  is 
now  married  a  second  time  and  is  living  in  Perkins  Township  of  P^rie 
County.  After  Marvin  and  Susan  Bailey  were  married  they  located  in 
Vermillion  Township  and  there  improved  a  substantial  farm,  but  later 
retired  to  Berlin  Heights,  and  finally  moved  to  Kipton  in  Lorain  County, 
where  they  died.  They  were  prominent  members  of  the  Primitive  Baj)- 
tist  Church,  and  their  home  was  the  center  for  local  preachers  and  the 
members  of  that  denomination,  and  all  good  people  found  a  ready  wel- 
come at  their  hospitable  doors.  Marvin  Bailey  served  as  a  .iustice  of  the 
peace  and  for  many  years  was  familiarly  known  as  Squire  Bailey. 

The  late  Randall  L.  Bailey  was  the  ordy  child  born  to  his  parents. 
He  was  educated  in  Vermillion  and  Florence  townships,  and  became  a 
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well-kuowu  business  man  of  the  county.  He  was  a  stockholdei-  in  many 
local  enterprises,  owned  a  large  amount  of  improved  farm  lands,  and 
maintained  the  fine  home  at  Berlin  Heights  where  ilrs.  Bailey  now 
resides.  For  a  number  of  years  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  a 
lai'ge  carriage  depository  at  Berlin  Heights.  He  stood  high  in  the  public 
estimation  and  should  be  remembered  as  the  first  mayor  of  the  Town  of 
Hei-lin  Heights,  antl,  was  also  active  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  at 
that  place,  filling  the  various  chairs  up  to  chancellor  commander.  He 
attended  the  Congregational  Church. 

Kandall  L.  Bailey  was  first  married  January  12,  1870,  to  ]\liss  Mll.i 
Phelps.  She  was  born  in  Vermillion,  Ohio,  April  24,  1853,  and  hii- 
family  was  one  of  old  .settlement  in  this  county.  Her  only  child,  Anna 
L.,  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years. 

On  July  3,  1887,  Randall  L.  Bailey  was  married  to  Miss  Myra  D.  Hill, 
of  Florence  Township.  Mrs.  Bailey  was  born  in  Florence  Township  of 
Erie  County  fifty-seven  years  ago  and  grew  up  and  received  her  educa- 
tion in  this  locality.  Her  family  was  of  old  New  York  State  stock.  Her 
grandfather,  David  L.  Hill,  already  mentioned,  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  New  Y^ork,  December  2,  1789,  and  was  in  his  vigorous  young 
manhood  at  the  time  he  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  died  in  Florence 
Township  of  Erie  County  when  nearly  ninety-nine  j'ears  of  age.  He  grew 
'.iji  in  his  native  county  and  was  married  there  January  19,  1820,  to  Miss 
I'lioilic  lirundage,  who  was  born  in  Dutchess  County  in  1799  and  died 
in  Florence  Township  of  Erie  County  in  1875.  She  was  the  mother  of 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Dutchess  County. 
Among  these  children  was  Leonard  Hill,  father  of  Mrs.  Bailey.  Leonard, 
the  yrinn<,'-cst  but  one  of  the  family,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Septem- 
)>cr'-_"t.  ISLli;,  ;nid  died  March  6,  1887.  When  he  wa.s  two  years  of  age 
in  isiis  th,.  I'iiiiiily  came  out  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  the  wilds  of  Florence 
Township,  where  David  L.  Hill  pre-empted  land.  He  cut  down  the 
heavy  standing  timber  and  manufactured  from  it  the  lumber  which 
entei-ed  into  his  first  home,  a  substantial  building  which  was  used  for 
many  years  as  a  family  habitation  and  is  still  in  use.  David  L.  Hill 
.secured  more  than  200  acres  of  land,  and  in  improving  this  performed  an 
important  share  of  early  pioneer  work.  David  L.  Hill  and  wife  were 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  first  a 
whig  and  later  a  repul)lican.  It  was  in  the  somewhat  primitive  environ- 
ment of  the  Erie  County  of  eighty  years  ago  that  Leonard  Hill  grew  to 
maturity.  He  was  married  May  26,  1849,  at  Amherst  in  Lorain  County 
to  Diantha  Swartwood.  She  was  born  in  Lorain  County,  and  died  in 
Sei)t(inber,  1884.  The  Swartwoods  were  early  .settlers  in  Lorain  County. 
After  his  marriage  Leonard  Hill  and  wile  bought  a  portion  of  his  father's 
estate,  and  developed  a  home  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  days. 
They  were  noble  and  excellent  people,  stanch  Christians,  and  his  own 
eai'eer  was  spent  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  He  was  always  a  regular 
voter  and  supporter  of  the  rei)ulilican  ticket.  Leonard  Hill  and  wile 
had  a  family  of  children  who  ai-e  bricfiy  mentioned  as  follows :  Roxanna 
M.,  who  was  born  in  1850  and  died  April  2,  1890,  and  was  a  very  devout 
member  of  the  Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Church,  nuirried  Charles  Jenkins  of 
Berlin  Heights,  who  is  still  living  with  three  -sons  and  one  daughter. 
S.  Melissa,  who  was  born  August  30,  1851,  and  died  October  10,  1912. 
was  married  December  30,  1869.  to  James  Jarrett,  a  native  of  England, 
and  they  lived  on  a  farm  in  Florence  Township,  she  being  survived  by  a 
son,  Aliiert  E.  Harlow  L.,  who  was  born  in  Florence  Township  and 
reared  there,  is  now  a  farmer,  and  by  his  nuirriage  to  Anumda  Bingham, 
daughter  of  John  Bingham,  has  two  sons,  Fi-ank  and  Earl. 

Mrs.  Bailev,  win.  was  the  voung.'st  ol'  the  children  in  her  father's 
familv,  was  horn  on  the  old  lioniestead  in   KlonMice  Township,  and  lived 
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there  until  her  marriage,  in  the  meantime  secui-ing  a  good  education  from 
the  public  schools.  Since  her  marriage  she  has  lived  in  the  tine  home  of 
ten  rooms  at  Berlin  Heights.  She  has  in  many  ways  contributed  her 
influence  and  usifiil  sir\  ice  to  the  social  life  of  the  community,  and  is  a 
great  lover  of  n.iliiiv  :iiiil  of  all  things  beautiful  and  good.  She  sup- 
ports and  attends  tlir  (On^regatioual  Church,  and  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  Pythian  Sisters  organization  at  Berlin  Heights. 

George  W.  Hine.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  Doctor  Hine 
has  quietlj'  and  efficiently  performed  his  duties  as  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon in  the  comnumity  of  Berlin  Heights.  There  is  no  profession  which 
presents  greater  opportunities  for  usefulness  .to  humanity  than-  that  of 
medicine,  and  Doctor  Hine  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  members  of  the 
fraternity  who  has  accepted  every  oj^portunity  for  faithful  performance 
of  duty,  and  through  his  large  practice  has  gained  an  esteem  which  is 
not  less  satisfying  than  the  other  material  arr(imi)aiiiiiieuts  of  a  successful 
career.  Doctor  lline  rej^resents  a  family  wliirh  iuis  Ih'cu  identified  with 
Erie  County  for  almost  a  century,  and  duriiiu'  Ins  early  youth  graduated 
from  the  Berlin  High  School  and  graduated  M.  D.  from  the  Western 
Reserve  Medical  College  at  Cleveland  with  the  class  of  1888.  He  at 
once  returned  to  his  home  village  and  has  been  in  practice  there  for  more 
than  twenty-six  years. 

George  W.  Hine  was  born  in  Berlin  Township  of  Erie  County,  May 
6,  1858.  His  grandparents  were  Amos  and  Polly  (Allen)  Hine,  Ijoth  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Milford,  Connecticut,  and  of  old  New  England 
stock.  Immediately  after  their  mai-riage  they  came  west  and  made  the 
long  journey  overland  with  ox  teams  and  wagons  and  finally  arrived  in 
Erie  County.  Two  years  previously,  in  1816,  Amos  Hine  had  come  out 
to  this  section  of  Ohio  and  had  located  a  tract  of  "fire  land"  in  Berlin 
Township,  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  present  Village  of  Berlin 
II(  iulits  ami  on  what  is  now  the  Berlin  and  Huron  Road.  There  he 
biiiii  a  Idu'  laliin  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness  and  made  a  clearing  which 
would  sri\c  fur  his  first  crop.  After  these  improvements  he  returned 
with  his  yoke  of  oxen  to  Connecticut  and  was  married  in  1818  and  in 
the  .same  year  brought  his  bride  to  the  pioneer  home.  Erie  County  was  at 
that  time,  nearly  a  century  ago,  one  vast  game  preserve.  Amos  Hine 
became  known  in  the  community  as  the  Daniel  Boone  of  the  county 
because  of  his  prowess  as  a  hunter.  He  was  a  skilled  marksman,  and  it 
is  said  that  he  killed  more  deer  than  all  the  other  hunters  in  the  county 
put  together.  One  night  his  faithful  dogs  treed  two  bears  at  midnight, 
and  he  got  up  and  killed  them.  At  another  time,  without  moving  from  a 
single  spot  he  had  chosen,  he  shot  three  deer.  For  a  hunter  of  his  .skill 
it  was  not  difficult  to  keep  the  family  larder  well  supplied  with  all  kinds 
of  wild  game.  He  was  likewise  vigorous  in  developing  his  land,  and  had 
about  326  acres  under  his  ownership  and  most  of  it  in  cultivation.  He 
also  planted  a  large  apple  orchard,  one  of  the  first  in  that  section,  and  his 
trees  yielded  fruit  for  many  years.  He  was  a  man  of  varied  enterprise 
and  furnished  an  important  service  to  the  community  through  the  mill 
which  he  built  on  the  east  branch  of  the  Old  Woman  Creek,  which  empties 
into  Lake  Erie.  This  was  a  sawmill,  and  was  the  first  in  that  section  of 
Erie  County.  Besides  sawing  a  great  deal  of  lumber  for  the  people  iji 
that  section,  he  also  made  the  lumber  which  went  into  the  construction  of 
his  substantial  brick  home,  erected  nearly  eighty  years  ago.  The  brick 
was  burned  on  his  own  place.  In  that  home  Amos  and  Polly  Hine  spent 
the  rest  of  their  active  lives.  He  died  in  1855  or  1856,  wIhmi  almnt  three- 
score vears  of  age.  His  -widow  subsequently  lived  in  :\Iilan  'Puwnship 
and  died  there  in  1883.  She  was  born  about  1800.  Both  wnv  m-m,,]  ( 'liris- 
tian  people,  and  they  helped  build  up  the  first  Presbyterian  and  Baptist 
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chiu'ches  at  Berlin  Heights,  and  gave  libei-ally  to  religious  causes  of  all 
denominations,  though  their  own  faith  was  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.    Amos  Hiue  was  a  whig  in  politics. 

Amos  Hine  had  thi-ee  children.  Their  names  were  Lorenzo,  Allen  and 
Mary,  all  of  whom  married  and  all  had  children  except  Allen. 

Lorenzo  Hine,  the  father  of  Doctor  Hine,  was  the  tirst  child  of  the 
family,  horn  in  the  new  home  in  Berlin  Township.  His  birth  occurred 
in  1819,  and  he  gi'ew  up  with  the  environment  of  a  new  county.  After 
his  marriage  he  secured  126  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  and  lived  there 
and  improved  a  fine  farm.  His  life  was  spent  in  general  farming,  and 
he  died  there  June  2^  1872.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics,  and  made 
himself  a  factor  in  the  improvement  of  the  locality,  particularly  roads, 
and  his  fellow  citizens  kept  him  in  the  office  of  road  supervisor  for  many 
years.  He  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the  sawmill  originally  estab- 
lished by  his  father,  and  kept  it  running  for  many  years. 

Lorenzo  Hine  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to  Nancy  "Williams, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  township  February  29,  1828,  and  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1912.  Lorenzo  and  his  wife  were  people  of  the  highest  character 
and  most  excellent  neighbors,  but  w-ere  not  members  of  any  church  and 
held  to  no  creed.  Two  of  their  children  died  young,  while  four  grew  up 
and  two  are  still  living.  Doctor  Hine  was  the  third  of  the  four  that 
reached  mature  years.  Norman  died  at  the  age  of  fifty,  leavicg  two  chil- 
dren. Sarah  died  after  her  marriage  to  John  Engleby,  who  is  also 
deceased.  Doctor  Hine  has  a  sister,  ]\Iary,  who  is  living  in  Berlin  Heights 
and  has  five  children. 

Doctor  Hine  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to  Miss  Gertrude  Clark. 
She  was  born  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  forty-seven  years  ago,  and  was 
educated  in  local  public  schools.  Her  parents  were  Peltiah  T.  and  Helen 
(Henderson  )  Clark,  both  of  whom  are  still  living  and  have  their  home  in 
Berlin  Heights.  Tliey  own  a  fine  farm,  and  have  spent  practically  all 
their  lives  in  linlin  Tnwiislup  and  are  still  active  in  spite  of  advanced 
years,  her  fathc  r  Iniim  siMiity-seven  and  her  mother  seventy-three.  They 
support  and  attnul  (  Imrrh  and  have  been  active  in  building  up  the  com- 
munity. Mrs.  lliiic  s  l.ithrr  owns  two  good  farms,  both  of  which  repre- 
sent his  own  tliiifty  riitriprise.  For  a  man  who  was  orphaned  when 
twelve  ypars  nf  a-c  lie  ha.s  accomplished  a  great  deal,  his  parents,  John 
and  .Aziii.i  (lark-,  iiaving  died  in  I3erlin  Township. 

Doclor  and  .Mrs.  Hine  have  one  son,  Lorenzo  Clark  Hine,  who  w^as 
born  Scptcnilii  !•  1(1.  1S90,  the  anniversary  of  Perry's  victory  on  Lake  Erie. 
Lorenzo  (".  giailiiatnl  trom  the  Berlin  High  School,  and  .since  the  age  of 
fifteen  and  a  half  y.  ais  has  been  pursuing  a  career  as  a  banker.  He  has 
held  the  offices  of  cashier  and  teller  in  the  banks  at  Berlin  Heights  and 
Lodi,  and  at  the  present  time  is  connected  with  the  bank  at  the  latter 
town.  Lorenzo  married  Mabel  Rummell  of  Berlin  Heights,  where  she 
was  reared  and  educated,  and  they  have  a  daugliter,  Elizabeth  Helen, 
born  July  :?,  1914. 

Doctor  Hine  was  first  married  in  1883  to  Miss  Edith  M.  Ruggles  of 
Vermillion  Township,  a  well-educated  lady  and  of  a  prominent  family 
of  that  township,  where  she  was  born  on  the  old  Ruggles  homrstead  in 
1863,  daughter  of  Richard  Ruggles,  an  early  settler  and  the  owner  of  an 
extensive  landed  projierty  situated  along  the  lake  shore.  Doctor  lliue 
enjoyed  the  eompanionsliip  of  his  first  wife  only  about  two  years,  and 
she  died  December  26,  1885,  without  children. 

Doctor  Hine  is  one  of  tlie  nlder  :\Iasmis  of  Erie  County.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodu-f  ^'u>rr  isso.  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  Templar  Commandiiy  at  Nnrwalk.  He  is  a  member  of  Berlin 
Heights  Lodge  No.  391  of  the  Kni;:hts  of  Pvthias,  in  which  he  is  past 
chancellor,  and  Mrs.  lline  is  past  cliief  of  Berlin  Temple  No.  298  of  the 
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Pythiau  Sisters.  Both  the  doctor  aud  his  wife  are  peojjle  who  are  always 
ready  to  work  for  the  good  of  their  community,  aud  their  home  on  South 
Street,  a  comfortable  nine-room  residence,  is  one  of  the  centers  of  social 
activities  in  the  village. 

Samuel  Patterson.  Berlin  Townshiji  had  few  men  who  more  .justly 
deserve  the  kindly  memory  of  the  present  generation  than  the  late  Samuel 
Patterson.  He  was  a  distinctive  factor  in  business  affairs  of  Berlin 
Heights,  and  had  a  reputation  far  beyond  local  limits  as  a  scholar  and  a 
man  of  cniispicunus  judgment  and  of  broad  humanitarian  pi-inciph's.  It 
is  tile  iii^iiii  purpose  of  this  article  to  give  soini'  iii-rdiiiit  of  liis  ramily, 
his  iiKii\  idual  rai-eer  and  his  more  important  acli\*ili(s  ami  attainments. 

Samuel  Patterson  was  l)orn  in  Maryland,  Alarcli  2U,  l&i2«,  a  sou  of 
Robert  and  Anna  (Stahl)  Patterson.  His  father  was  born  in  Ireland  but 
of  Scoteli  ancestry,  and  came  to  this  country  early  in  the  last  century 
on  a  sailing  vessel.  Tie  located  in  Maryland,  whei'e  he  married  Mi.ss 
Stahl,  and  while  li\in;.i  there  some  of  their  children  were  born,  including 
the  late  Samuel  I'atteisDU.  In  1833,  when  the  latter  was  five  years  of 
age,  the  family  made  tlie  long  journey  across  the  country  with  teams  and 
wagons,  since  there  were  of  course  no  railroads,  and  tinallj'  came  to  a 
pause  in  the  wilderness  of  Darke  County,  Ohio,  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
present  City  of  Greenville,  which  was  then  hardly  deserving  the  name  of 
village.  Robert  Patterson  secured  an  entire  section  of  land  in  that  part 
of  Western  Ohio,  and  the  deed  to  it  was  signed  by  Andi-ew  Jackson,  then 
President  of  the  United  States.  Its  first  improvement  was  a  log  cabin, 
and  almost  immediately  he  became  recognized  as  a  force  in  the  com- 
munity. Near  his  first  home  he  constructed  a  hou.se  which  was  devoted  to 
school  purposes.  He  was  a  inan  of  high  ideals,  and  was  always  ready 
to  sacrifice  and  work  for  community  welfare.  Robert  Patterson  improved 
his  large  farm,  and  gave  each  of  the  four  children  who  came  to  maturitj' 
sufScieut  land  to  make  a  fai-m.  These  children  were :  John,  Esther, 
Mary  Jane  and  Samuel,  while  another  son,  Michael,  died  iu  childhood. 
The  foui-  children  mentioned  grew  up  and  married,  but  all  are  now 
deceased.  Robert  Patterson  and  his  wife  both  died  in  Darke  County, 
Ohio,  he  when  not  yet  sixty  years  of  age  and  she  a  little  past  fifty.  Both 
were  faithful  and  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
faith  they  had  been  reared. 

The  late  John  Patterson,  though  his  earl.y  life  was  .spent  iu  a  com- 
munity which  on  the  whole  was  quite  devoid  of  those  opportunities  for 
culture  which  can  now  be  found  in  almost  any  locality  of  Ohio,  was 
reared  in  a  home  of  distinctively  high  ideals  and  ripened  and  matm-ed 
his  intellectual  endowments  by  long  courses  of  self  study.  For  a  time  he 
attended  an  academy  at  Dayton,  but  found  most  of  his  education  through 
his  own  lilirai>-  and  his  wide  and  intimate  knowledge  of  men  and  afl:'airs. 
It  is  siiid  tlieiv  was  no  better  read  man  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  His  knowl- 
edge and  study  of  philosophiial  literature  was  thorough,  and  his  writings 
on  a  wide  variety  of  subjects  alti-aete.j  surh  attention  that  he  became 
known  in  the  field  of  an11ieislii]i  tievond  the  limits  of  his  home  state. 
His  library  was  a  hunse  full  nf  weli-ivad  books,  and  there  was  probably 
no  better  private  eollei-iinn  in  .Xdi'tliei-ii  Ohio.  His  scholarship  brought 
him  many  fiiemls  auhmi:-  the  learned  class,  aud  among  them  was  the 
librarian  of  the  Congressional  Lilirary  at  AVashington,  who  at  one  time 
pronounced  Mr.  Patterson  to  be  the  lipesl  si'liolar  in  Northern  Ohio,  and 
who  frequently  spent  much  time- in  the  I'attei'son  home. 

Tile  late  Samuel  Palti-rsMii  likewise  .jiv\\-  up  in  Western  Ohio  and 
possi'sseil  maii\  nf  the  sejiiilaily  tiaits  nf  liis  brother.  He  was  first  mar- 
ried in  Dai'ke  Ciunity  lo  Aliss  Martha  l''ram|iton,  who  was  born  in  that 
county  in  1834.  of  German  and  English  parents,  who  were  early  settlers 
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ill  Darke  Couuty  and  spent  tlic  I'csl  ol'  their  lives  there,  where  they  exer- 
cised a  proiniueut  influence  in  all  Im-al  matters,  particularly  sehools  and 
education.  In  Darke  County  two  sons  \\i  ic  liorn  to  Samuel  Patterson  and 
wife,  Michael  and  James.  About  \\>r  ln'mniiiiig'  of  the  Civil  war  Samuel 
Patterson  brought  his  family  to  iltilin  lleiuhts  in  Erie  County,  and 
bought  laud  near  that  village.  In  liSli;")  he  organized  a  co-operative  com- 
pany for  manufacturing  purposes.  He  conducted  this  on  a  co-operative 
plan,  and  the  results  were  very  successful,  but  it  was  finally  organized 
as  a  stock  company,  which  developed  a  valuable  plant.  This  business 
is  still  in  existence  and  is  known  as  the  Berlin  Fruit  Box  Company, 
and  for  the  last  few  years  has  heeii  ably  managed  by  Lucius  D.  Van  Ben- 
schoten  and  Guy  E'.  Shii'l.'vnnl.  tlic  furiiuT  a  izrandson  and  the  latter 
the  husband  of  a  gramMaiii^lit,  r  <if  ilir  lair  Saiinirl  I'attersou.  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Patterson,  Job  Stalil.  Aii.li-i\\  .Monr,-,  Zarliariali  Snook  and  others 
were  among  the  pioneers  in  the  fruit  growing  industry,  which  has  be- 
come one  of  the  principal  industries  of  the  eastern  section  of  Erie 
County,  Ohio. 

Samuel  Patterson  died  at  his  home  in  Berlin  Pleights,  March  21, 
1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  Samuel  Patterson  was  notable  for  the 
independence  of  his  character  and  a  vigorous  determination  to  carry  out 
those  plans  which  originated  from  his  mature  and  well-considered  ideas. 
He  was  also  independent  in  religious  matters,,  likewise  in  politics.  He 
was  a  forceful  writer,  and  many  articles  came  from  his  pen  tliat  at- 
tracted the  attciitinu  (if  scholars. 

Dr.  MichatI  I'ai  t(  immi.  the  oldest  .son  of  the  late  Samuel  Patterson,  is 
now  a  promimiii  iiliysirian  in  Iowa  and  has  a  family  of  children.  Dr. 
James,  the  second  sou,  died  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  about  twenty-five  years 
ago,  leaving  children.  Albert  is  still  unmarried  and  a  resident  of  Berlin 
Heights. 

Serena  Patterson,  the  only  (lant;litii-  n!'  thr  late  Saiiiud  Patter.son, 
was  born  and  reared  and  eilii.-ali'il  ,it  K.rjin  llri-hts.  ami  is  now  living 
there  in  comfort  in  a  fine  limnc,  sui-r<miiil«  d  \<y  a  littli'  fruit  farm  com- 
prising about  two  acres,  all  situated  within  the  village  limits.  JMi.ss 
Serena  Patterson  married  Leman  Smith  Van  Beuschoten,  who  for  many 
years  was  a  leading  and  prominent  man  of  affairs  of  Berlin  Heights,  and 
was  associated  with  Samuel  Patterson  in  the  box  industry.  Mr.  Van 
Benschoten  was  born  iu  Orland,  Indiana,  February  26,  1860,  came  to  Erie 
County  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  died  in  1899.  Mrs.  Van  Beu- 
schoten is  the  mother  of  three  children.  Marlie,  who  graduated  from  the 
Berlin  Heights  High  School  aiul  was  traiiu'd  as  a  kindergarten  teacher 
at  Oberlin,  married  Guy  E.  Sturtevant,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Laura  and  John  Van.  Linna,  the  second  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  August 
L.  Bechtel  of  Cleveland,  where  he  is  manager  of  the  Cleveland  Punch 
and  Shear  Company,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Ruth  L.  Lucius  Daniel 
is  president  of  the  Berlin  Ile'ights  Fruit  Box  ('(>iii|>an\ .  and  a  very  suc- 
cessful young  business  nuin,  and  by  his  marriau^  1"  Mis-^  Ada  Jenkins, 
a  well-educated  Berlin  woman  and  former  te;irli.r.  has  two  daughters. 
Mary  Jane  and  Martha  Ada. 

Grv  ('.  STruTKV.\i\T.  Some  mention  has  Iieen  made  in  the  preceding 
sketch  of  the  late  Sanuiel  Patterson  of  the  Berlin  Heights  Box  Company, 
mainifacfurers  of  fruit,  berry  and  vegetable  packages.  Fifty  years  ago 
in  186.")  Samuel  I'attersou  establisiied  at  Berlin  Heights  a  sorghum  mill 
on  a  co-operative  basis.  About  1867  they  began  making  fruit  packages, 
and  in  time  this  became  the  important  feature  of  the  business.  In  1885' 
till-  linsiness  was  incorporated  by  Sanuiel  Patterson,  Luther  L.  Van 
P.eiischotcn  and  others,  and  at  the  present  time  the  Inisiness  is  under  the 
active  management  of  Guv  C.  Sturtevant  and  Lucius  Van  Benschoten, 
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the  latter  a  graudson  of  Samuel  Patterson  and  the  former  the  husband 
of  a  granddaughter  of  the  original  founder  of  the  concern.  From  the 
manufacturing  of  fruit  packages  another  department  was  added  for  the 
making  of  apiary  supplies.  In  the  early  days  prior  to  1885  the  prices 
for  sucli  goods  were  just  about  double  the  prices  maintained  on  the  pres- 
ent schedule. 

Since  1885  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  has  been  $10,000,  all 
paid  in.  It  is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  indu.stries  of  Berlin  Town,ship. 
The  success  of  the  business  is  largely  due  to  the  high  standard  always 
maintained  and  the  output  of  the  plant  is  recognized  as  reaching  the 
highest  mark  of  superior  quality.  Particularly  is  this  true  of  the  quart 
measure  for  beriy  boxes,  which  among  the  trade  is  considered  par 
excellence.  While  a  large  part  of  the  output  goes  to  the  local  fruit 
growers,  the  packages  are  sold  practically  over  the  entire  territory  east 
of  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  Line.  Particularly 
under  the  present  management  during  the  last  five  or  six  years  the  busi- 
ness has  grown  and  increased  rapidly.  About  forty  persons  find  employ- 
ment in  the  plant  and  the  latest  machinery  has  been  installed  in  all 
departments  of  the  manufacture. 

Guy  C.  Sturtevant,  a  vigorous  young  business  man  now  thirty-six 
years  of  age,  was  born  at  Brownhelm  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio^  but  was 
reared  and  educated  at  Berlin  Heights.  His  first  employment  was  iu  a 
clerical  capacity  and  he  was  thus  engaged  in  Cleveland  for  ten  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Berlin  Heights  and  took  charge  of  the  office 
and  the  sales  management  of  the  Berlin  Heights  Box  Company. 

Mr.  Sturtevant  is  a  factor  in  other  business  affairs  at  Berlin  Heights. 
Three  years  ago  he  and  Arthur  W.  dinger  estalilished  a  printing  plant 
and  also  the  Berlin  Call  newspajH  r.  and  li,tvi'  ni.-idc  this  a  prosperous 
concern.    Mr.  Sturtevant  is  one  ol"  I  In-  rdilors  i<{'  the  Call. 

Mr.  Sturtevant  married  Miss  ^Miirlic  \',-iii  lii'iischoten,  daughter  of 
Leman  and  Serena  Van  Benschoteu.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Berlin  Heights,  and  was  associated  actively  with  the  late 
Samuel  Patterson  in  establishing  the  fruit  box  company.  Mrs.  Sturte- 
vant's  mother  is  still  living  in  Berlin  Hfeights.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sturtevant 
have  two  children :  Laura  and  John,  both  of  whom  are  attending  school. 
Mr.  Sturtevant  is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  of  Masons,  Marks  Lodge 
No.  359,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  also  filled  the  different  chairs  in  the  local 
lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias.    In  politics  he  is  independent. 

Edv^'in  a.  Penny.  The  record  of  years  well  lived,  with  a  creditable 
performance  of  all  those  duties  which  come  to  a  man  of  high  principles 
and  integrity  of  character,  was  that  of  the  late  Edwin  A.  Penny,  whose 
career  was  for  many  years  identified  with  Berlin  Township.  Mrs. 
Jane  M.  Penny  is  still  living  and  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Berlin 
Township.  She  is  a  woman  of  remarkable  activities  and  lovely  char- 
acter, and  few  women  grow  old  so  gracefully  as  Mrs.  Penny. 

The  late  Edwin  A.  Penny  was  born  near  Maumee,  Ohio,  January  28, 
1834,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Berlin  Township,  a  mile  east  of  the  Vil- 
lage of  Berlin  Heights,  August  4,  1883,  being  at  that  time  in  his  forty- 
ninth  year.  His  ancestry  was  English,  but  his  parents,  Asher  and 
Caroline  E.  (Bacon)  Penny,  were  natives  of  Long  Island,  New  York. 
A  few  years  after  their  marriage  they  came  w-est  and  located  near 
Perrysburg,  Ohio,  and  were  pioneer  farmers  in  that  vicinity.  Asher 
Penny  died  there  in  1842  at  the  age  of  thirty-six.  A  short  time  before 
his  death  he  had  come  to  Erie  County  and  bought  seventy-three  acres 
east  of  Ogontz  in  Berlin  Township.  His  death  threw  upon  his  widow 
the  responsibilities  of  a  family  of  six  children,  the  last  of  whom  was 
born  after  its  father's  death,  and  they  had  also  lost  one  child  liefore 
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the  husband's  demise.  With  this  large  household  she  eaiue  to  the  nearly 
new  farm  in  Erie  County,  and  there  did  such  a  part  in  the  rearing 
and  training  of  her  children  and  providing  for  their  needs  as  to  con- 
stitute her  one  of  the  noblest  of  pioneer  women.  She  looked  after  the 
management  of  the  farm,  improved  and  cultivated  it,  and  in,  all  things 
her  life  was  so  exemplary  and  fruitful  of  good  tliat  her  memory  was 
a  blessing  to  her  children.  She  subsequently  went  to  Amherst  in 
Lorain  County,  and  died  there  a  few  years  later  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Edwin  A. 
Penny  Avas  the  third  in  the  family  of  seven  children.  Only  two  are 
now  living.  Edgar,  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Township,  first  married  Martha 
L.  Gibson,  who  died  leaving  him  one  son,  and  his  present  wife  was  the 
widow  of  Doctor  Lockwood  of  Birmingham,  Ohio.  The  other  living 
member  of  this  generation  is  Ann,  wife  of  John  Cook  of  Charlotte 
Courthouse,  Virginia,  and  they  have  three  living  children. 

When  he  came  to  Erie  County  with  his  mother,  Edwin  A.  Penny 
was  still  a  small  boy  and  he  grew  up  in  Berlin  Township  and  early 
became  acquainted  with  the  responsibilities  and  duties  of  the  farm. 
After  his  marriage  he  acquired  ninety-six  acres  of  farm  land,  and  in  the 
subsequent  years  did  much  to  develop  it,  particularly  as  a  fruit  farm. 
He  left  this  place  to  Mrs.  Penny,  who  has  shown  equally  good  judgment 
in  its  management  and  has  derived  a  considerable  revenue  from  her 
crops  and  stock.  She  has  a  substantial  though  old-time  home  and  good 
barns  and  other  improvements. 

On  April  4,  1861,  at  Berlin  Heights  Edwin  A.  Penny  married  Jane 
M.  Baker.  She  was  born  in  Tioga  County,  New  York,  November  26, 
1831,  and  when  about  two  years  of  age  came  with  her  parents,  Philip  S. 
and  Hannah  (Pearl)  Baker  to  Berlin  Township.  The  family  located 
in  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  township  and  their  first  home  there  was 
a  log  cabin  and  they  met  and  endured  practically  all  the  experiences  of 
pioneer  farming.  Her  father  Avas  noted  as  a  nimrod  and  trapper,  and 
he  accommodated  his  early  pui-suits  and  the  M'ork  of  his  farm  to  this 
favorite  pursuit.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Penny, 
in  1880,  being  then  in  advanced  years.  He  was  born  in  1793  and  saw 
some  active  and  hard  service  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  wife 
had  passed  away  in  1849.  Mrs.  Penny  was  one  of  four  sons  and  four 
daughters  who  grew  to  maturity,  and  all  of  whom  married.  One  of  her 
brothers,  Oscar  F.,  recently  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five,  and  William 
W.  and  Aiiiiiiiila  also  lived  to  old  age,  as  did  her  younger  brother,  Joini 
D.,  wild  diiil  ai  s,  vcnty-seven.  Mrs.  Penny  has  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Davis  and  Mis.  I.aiira  P.  Close,  still  living  in  Erie  County. 

Witliout  cliihiren  of  her  own,  Mrs.  Penny  adopted  her  niece,  Delia 
Baker  Penny,  who  was  born  November  8,  1872,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  home  of  her  foster  mother.  She  first  nmrried  San- 
ford  L.  JIcKnight,  and  her  two  children  by  that  marriage  are  William 
Warren  and  John  R.,  both  students  in  the  local  schools.  Her  second 
husband  is  Burton  O.  Wikel,  a  son  of  Adam  Wikel,  a  well  known  and 
prosperous  citizen  of  Berlin  Township. 

Louis  C.  Meyeks.  .\o  suivcy  of  the  work  and  progivss  of  Erii' 
County  would  be  complete  without  some  descriiition  of  tlie  typical  and 
representative  rural  homes  found  scaltcre.l  over  this  block  of  Ohio  terri- 
tory stretching  back  from  the  liake  Erie  sliorc  Special  interest  attaches 
to  the  Meyei-s  farm  in  Berlin  Township  near  the  N'illage  of  Berlin  Heights 
not  oiilv  ior  its  improvements  and  products  l)ut  also  because  it  represents 
the  thrifty  eiiteriti'ise  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jleyers.  who  started  out  as  young 
jieople  aftci'  tlicir  marriage  to  make  a  success  as  farmers  and  have 
"■i\iii   a   must    ■•rcditalile  aceoiiiit  of  tlieir  endeavors. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meyers  have  lived  on  their  present  farm  for  the  past 
twenty-nine  years.  It  comprises  seventy-eight  acres,  and  a  large  part  of 
it  is  devoted  to  fruits.  He  has  thi-ee  acres  in  apples,  fifteen  acres  in 
IJeaches,  two  acres  in  cherries  and  plums,  and  two  acres  of  gi-apes. 
Mr.  Meyer's  himself  put  out  all  the  fruit  trees  since  he  took  possession 
of  the  land,  and  as  a  result  of  study  and  experience  developed  a  repu- 
tation as  one  of  the  ablest  fruit  growers  of  the  county.  His  orchards 
show  the  result  of  careful  and  methodical  maintenance.  His  orchards 
stretch  along  sandy  ridges,  and  in  quality  and  flavor  the  fruit  from  this 
farm  grade  up  to  some  of  the  highi-st  stniKlnvds  cxpiM-tiMl  of  Xorth  Ohio 
horticultural  products.  Besides  his  iVnii  i-i(i|is  ;\Ii'.  .Alryn's  cultivates 
his  land  to  corn,  oats  and  wheat  and  has  louml  a  .i^rcat  deal  of  profit  in 
sheep  husbandry.  He  keeps  about  a  hundred  head  of  Delaine  sheep,  and 
about  fifty  head  of  hogs,  horses  and  cattle.  His  farm  also  attracts  atten- 
tion by  reason  of  its  location,  and  has  been  given  the  most  appropriate 
name  of  Pleasant  View  Farm.  He  has  constructed  a  group  of  suhslan- 
tial  building  improvements,  including  one  barn  66x30  feet,  a  horse  1)arii 
26x36  feet,  a  sheep  shed  16x24,  and  two  other  sheds,  one  16x26  and  the 
other  14x20,  From  flu-  midst  of  llicsi.  buildings  and  with  the  attractive 
environments  of  shadr  tins  and  (in  lurds  rises  the  large  and  commodious 
ten-room  house,  which  Mv.  .Miy.rs  built  in  1899. 

Louis  C,  Meyers  was  born  in  Florence  Township  of  Erie  County 
August  9,  1862,  and  was  educated  in  that  and  in  Berlin  Township,  and 
prior  to  his  marriage  was  a  popular  young  teacher  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts. The  results  of  his  achicxciiiciits  since  he  w:is  mai-ricd  arc  widl 
measured  by  the  tine  homcsti-nd  ,di(i\c  dcsirilnMl,  aiid  which  was  boniiht 
and  paid  for  by  the  well  diiTctcd  cffnrts  and  idosc  co-opciMtion  of  him- 
self and  Mrs.  Meyers.  His  parents  wei*e  Joseph  and  Elizalieth  (Hum) 
Meyers,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Switzerland,  the  former  in  1833  and 
the  latter  in  1840.  They  were  still  young  people  when  they  came  to 
America,  Josei'li  Mi\-fi-s  (•diiiinu-  with  the  Hum  family.  They  embarked 
on  a  sailing  vcsst-l  nnd  nftri'  s(\in  weeks  landed  in  New  York,  journeyed 
on  west  to  Ch.'^•^■Llnd.  whi've  they  anived  on  Christmas  day,  and  soon 
penetrated  into  the  back  country  in  Florence  Township.  Soon  afterward 
Joseph  Meyers  and  Jacob  Hum,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Meyers,  started  out 
to  find  work,  and  his  first  regular  employment  paid  him  ten  dollars  a 
month.  He  later  followed  the  trade  of  mechanic  and  carpenter  which 
he  learned  in  Switzerland.  .After  returning  to  Florence  Township  he 
married  and  soon  after  that  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  In  the  early  part 
of  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  107th  Ohio  Infantry  in  Company  11  and  was  in 
active  campaigns  at  the  front  nearly  four  j-ears.  At  the  cxpiiiM  ion  of 
three  years  he  had  veteranized,  and  his  record  as  a  faithful  soldier  is 
one  that  will  always  be  prized  by  his  descendants.  During  a  greater 
part  of  the  time  he  was  under  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan.  He  escaped  with- 
out wounds  or  capture,  and  the  worst  hardship  he  had  to  endure  was 
an  illness  from  typhoid  fever.  With  the  close  of  the  war  he  located  on  a 
small  farm,  which  he  later  sold  and  bought  eighty  acres,  and  then  sold 
that  and  piirchased  126  acres.  His  farms  were  in  Florence  Township, 
excepting  the  last  mentioned,  which  was  located  in  Berlin  Township. 
Joseph  Meyers  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  His  wife  passed  away 
when  not  yet  fifty-six  j^ears  of  age.  Her  father  had  married  his  second 
wife  back  in  Switzerland,  and  he  died  after  the  death  of  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Meyers.  Both  families  were  members  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church.  Louis  C.  Meyers  was  the  only  son  and  the  oldest  of  the  four 
children.  His  sister  Emma  died  while  still  a  young  girl,  his  sister  Delia 
died  in  young  womanhood,  aiul  Elizalietli,  the  youngest,  is  the  wife  of 
P.  J.  Phillips,  and  they  now  occupy  tlie  old  Meyers  homestead  in  Berlin 
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On  October  20,  1887,  Louis  C.  Meyers  married  Miss  Nina  Sherman, 
wlio  was  born  in  Ottawa  County,  Michigan,  on  the  Grand  River  on 
November  80,  1863.  As  a  child  slu-  was  ]<■({  an  orphan  and  was  reared 
as  the  adopted  daughter  of  Dr.  Ailn.i  sh-  iman  and  wife,  both  of  whom 
are  now  deceased,  lier  foster  fathn-  li.n  inu  dird  in  Idaho  and  her  mother 
at  the  home  of  Mi's.  Meyx^rs.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  .Meyers  Imve  one  son  :  Leroy  J., 
who  was  born  September  15,  IS.SS.  cumplci,,!  his  education  in  the  Berlin 
Heights  High  School,  is  now  a  prospi mm  yimiig  ranaer  and  fruit  grower 
at  Ogontz,  and  by  his  marriage  to  .Minnie  Ileckehuan  of  Milan  Town- 
ship lias  a  sou,  Louis  C,  Jr.,  who  was  born  April  21,  1913.  Mi-,  and  Mrs. 
Meyers  and  family  attend  the  churches  at  Berlin  Heights,  but  have  no 
regular  membership  therewith.  Mr.  Meyers  and  his  sou  are  democrats 
in  their  national  party  affiliations. 

Max  C.  Krueger.  Erie  County  like  so  many  other  sections  of  the 
Union  ow-es  a  great  debt  to  the  thrifty  German  people  who  at  different 
times  in  the  past  century  have  settled  within  its  borders.  The  people  of 
this  iiationality  brought  with  them  their  thrift  and  industry,  and  have 
done  much  to  shape  the  destinies  of  many  new  countries,  have  proved 
their  loyalty  both  in  peace  and  in  war,  and  in  every  branch  of  human 
endeavor  and  human  achievement  have  made  compensation  to  the  land 
of  their  adoption.  One  of  this  fine  class  of  people,  himself  a  native  of 
Germany,  but  since  childhood  a  resident  of  Erie  County,  is  Max  C. 
Krueger,  a  general  farmer,  stock  raiser  and  fruit  grower,  whose  home  is 
on  IJural  Koute  No.  1,  a  mile  east  of  the  Village  of  Berlin  Heights. 

His  farm  comprises  106  acres,  nine  acres  of  which  is  set  in  orchard, 
apples,  peaches  and  other  fruits,  and  in  horticulture  as  in  every  otlier 
branch  of  his  iindertakings  succeeded  beyond  the  ordinary.  He  has  his 
farm  well  stocked  w'ith  sheep,  hogs,  cattle  and  horses,  and  grows  abund- 
ant crops  of  wheat,  corn,  oats,  iintatiu-s  and  eabbage.  His  home  is  a  com- 
forfable  eight-room  house,  ar.d  his  Ind  and  stock  barns  are  well  adapted 
for  his  purposes.  Mr.  Kruei;cr  houtjiit  ihis  farm  in  1906.  He  formerly 
lived  for  several  years  on  the  John  ('.  .Moats  Farm  in  Berlin  Township, 
also  lived  in  Huron  County,  and  also  occupied  the  Chestnut  Hill  Farm, 
better  known  now  as  the  A.  M.  Woolson  Farm. 

Max  C.  Krueger  was  born  in  ^Mci  l<lin1iurg,  Germany,  October  14. 
1862,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Elizabrili  Kim  l;.i-.  His  father  was  born  in 
Prussia  and  his  mother  in  Mecklinlmrg.  her  father  being  a  harness 
maker.  After  their  marriage  Charles  Krueger  had  to  gain  his  livelihood 
as  best  he  could  by  general  work.  While  still  living  in  Germany  three 
children  were  born:  Anna,  Max  C.  and  Albert  and  seven  were  born 
in  America.  In  order  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  a  gi-owing  house- 
hold Charles  Krueger  in  1865  borrowed  money  and  set  out  to  secure  the 
opportunities  and  advantages  of  the  New  World.  L(>aving  Hand)urg, 
the  voyage  was  one  of  two  weeks  duration  to  Castle  Garden,  New  York, 
and  thence  they  came  west  to  Buffalo,  and  a  few  months  later  down  Lake 
Erie  to  Sandusky.  Charles  Krueger  arriving  in  that  city  found  employ- 
ment in  the  Jones  Stone  Quarry.  By  hard  work  and  close  economy  he 
saved  the  capital  which  eventually  enabled  him  to  buy  the  quarry,  and 
he  operated  it  until  two  years  before  his  death.  He  then  sold  out,  in- 
vested in  some  valuable  property  at  Sandusky,  and  at  his  deatii  in 
June,  1909,  the  value  of  his  estate  was  estimated  at  .^20.000.  He  would 
have  been  seventy-four  .vears  of  age  on  the  25th  of  July  following  his 
(l(>ath.  He  was  in  many  ways  a  remarkable  man,  and  a  line  example  of 
the  poor  German  emigrant  who  came  to  this  country  with  practically 
nothing  and  lived  to  enjoy  prosperity  to  a  greater  degree  than  most  of 
his  neigidioi's.     His  wife'  had  pn^eedrd  liim  in  death  two  years,  and  was 
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Stephen's  Lutheran  Church  at  Sandusky,  and  he  was  one  of  the  liberal 
contributors  to  its  support.     In  national  polities  he  was  a  democrat. 

While  the  practical  business  achievements  of  the  late  Charles  Krueger 
lent  him  distinction,  he  and  his  wife  were  even  more  fortunate  in  their 
fine  family  of  children.  After  they  came  to  this  country  and  while 
living  at  Sandusky  the  children  born  to  them  were  named -Mary,  Charles, 
William,  Elizabeth,  Emma,  Frank  and  Julia.  All  these  children  and 
the  three  born  in  Germany  are  still  living,  are  all  married  and  all  liave 
families  of  their  own,  and  they  are  well  situated  above  the  level  of 
average  prosperity,  and  each  and  every  one  a  credit  to  themselves  and 
the  communitj'  in  which  they  live.  It  well  illustrates  the  t'air  and 
methodical  manner  in  which  the  late  Charles  Krueger  was  Avont  to  ar- 
range all  his  affairs  when  it  was  found  that  his  estate  was  so  adjusted 
that  after  his  death  it  required  an  expense  of  only  five  dollars  to  admin- 
ister it  and  divide  it  among  his  natural  heirs. 

Max  C.  Krueger  by  his  own  accomplishments  has  contributed  to  the 
creditable  record  of  his  family.  He  lived  at  home  in  Sanduskj',  obtained 
a  common  school  education,  and  while  gaining  success  his  entire  career 
has  been  passed  in  such  friendly  relations  with  his  neighbors  and 
friends  that  he  has  never  been  engaged  in  a  law  suit.  He  was  married 
at  Sandusky  to  Miss  Clara  Weichel.  She  was  born  near  Sandusky 
November  15,  1867,  and  grew  up  in  that  vicinity.  She  has  proved  her- 
self the  capable  wife  of  a  capable  farmer  and  citizen.  Her  parents 
were  Henry  and  Louisa  (Bauer)  Weichel.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Erie  County  of  German  parents,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Germany 
and  came  to  Erie  County  with  her  parents  when  young.  Her  grand- 
parents on  both  the  Weichel  and  Bauer  side  lived  to  advanced  yeai-s  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sandusky.  They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krueger  attend  the  Congregational  Church  at  Berlin 
Heights,  and  Mr.  Krueger 's  sons  are  independent  democrats  in  polities. 

There  are  four  sons  who  comprise  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivi-ue- 
ger,  and  each  has  done  something  to  show  the  promise  of  usefulness  and 
honor  as  workers  in  the  world.  Everett  H.,  the  oldest,  now  twent.y-six 
years  of  age,  graduated  from  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School  in  1904 
and  from  the  Cleveland  Law  School  at  Berea  in  1912,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  the  same  year,  and  is  now  practicing  at  Cleveland  with  the 
firm  Reed,  Eichelberger  &  Nord.  Earl  C,  the  second  son,  graduated 
from  high  school  in  1908  and  from  the  Cincinnati  Law  School  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1914,  and  is  now  in  practice  with  George  C. 
Steinemann  at  Sandusky.  The  one  daughter  of  the  family  is  Hilda  C. 
who  graduated  from  high  school  in  1909,  took  a  special  course  at  Oberlin 
College,  and  is  now  secretary  of  the-  Eddy  Road  Hospital  in  Cleveland. 
Clarence  M.,  who  graduated  from  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School  in 
1912,  has  since  given  his  active  attention  to  farm  management  with  his 
father.  Lee  J.  is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  at  Berlin  Heights  and 
still  living  at  home.  The  sons  are  all  members  of  the  Young  People's 
Literary  Society,  a  general  improvement  society  which  was  incorporated 
by  Everett  Krueger,  the  oldest  son,  and  others,  seven  years  ago,  and 
this  society,  which  now  has  a  limited  membership  of  forty,  with  a  large 
waiting  list,  has  proved  a  factor  of  great  benefit  to  Berlin  Heights  and 
vicinity. 

Job  il.  Stahl.  A  citizen  who  stood  for  many  of  the  tilings  most 
useful  and  best  esteemed  in  community  life  was  the  late  Job  il.  Stahl. 
who  died  at  his  home  in  Berlin  Township  in  the  Village  of  Berlin 
Heights  on  February  12,  1892.  Mr.  Stahl  was  a  practical  farmer  and 
had  lived  for  many  years  in  Bei'lin  Township.     He  left  a  line  fruit  and 
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general  farm,  where  Mrs.  Stahl  still  resides.  Though  herself  iu  advanced 
years,  Mrs.  Stahl  is  a  woman  of  remarkable  activity  and  not  only  capably 
manages  her  business  affairs  but  has  many  interests  of  an  intellectual 
and  social  nature  to  employ  her  time  and  energies.  For  several  years 
after  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Stahl  was  in  the  Government 
service  as  a  matron  at  Indian  schools  in  New  Mexico. 

The  late  Job  M.  Stahl  was  born  at  Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  June  6, 
1819,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Rachel  (Mann)  Stahl.  Both  parents  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  his  father  born  February  23,  1778,  and  his 
mother  on  March  20,  1777.  His  father  died  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  on 
the  Miami  River,  August  15,  1825,  and  his  mother  passed  away  in  the 
same  county  January  27,  1859.  They  were  married  June  26,  1805,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  in  "Western  Ohio, 
having  located  in  the  wild  woods  along  the  Miami  River  as  early  as 
1821.  That  was  a  day  preceding  not  only  railroads  but  canals,  and 
they  came  by  the  usual  means  of  transportation,  with  wagons  and  teams 
across  the  country  from  Pennsylvania.  The  wife  and  mother  rode  horse- 
back all  the  way,  and  carried  her  j-oungest  child  in  her  arms,  this  child 
being  the  late  Job  il.  Stahl.  They  lived  the  life  of  pioneers,  had  a  log 
cabin  their  first  residence,  and  before  he  died.  Henry  Stahl  did  a  con- 
siderable work  in  clearing  off  the  woods  and  improving  the  soil  for 
cultivation.  They  were  honest  and  wholesome  people,  and  well  fitted  to 
bring  civilization  into  a  new  country.  One  of  Job  M.  Stahl's  uncles, 
Job  Mann,  was  for  eight  years  a  congi-e.ssman,  representing  the  district 
including  Bedford,  Pennsylvania. 

The  late  Mr.  Stahl  was  the  seventh  child  and  the  youngest  in  the 
family  to  be  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  there  were  four  younger  children 
who  came  into  the  world  in  Darke  County,  Ohio.  All  but  one  of  these 
children  lived  to  grow  up,  Anna  having  died  in  1822  at  the  age  of  five. 
Franklin  died  in  1848  and  Ezra  in  1842,  both  unmarried.  All  the  others 
married  and  left  descendants,  and  are  themselves  now  passed  on  to  the 
other  world. 

It  was  a  typical  pioneer  environment,  in  the  beautiful  country  of 
the  Miami  Valley,  that  Job  M.  Stahl  spent  his  childhood  and  youth, 
and  arrived  at  manhood  w'ith  a  good  store  of  experience  received  by  the 
rugged  training  offei-ed  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  a  frontier 
farm.  He  W'as  well  educated  according  to  the  standards  of  the  time, 
and  for  several  years  taught  school  in  winter  terms  and  followed  agri- 
cnltui'e  in  the  summer.  This  was  his  active  vocation  for  a  period  of 
about  fourteen  years. 

It  was  in  1*861  that  Mr.  Stahl  came  to  Berlin  Heights,  where  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  he  married  EHen  Lesley.  Mrs.  Stahl  was  born 
in  Randolj)h  County,  Indiana,  October  28,  1837,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  that  section  of  Eastern  Indiana.  Her  parents  were  David 
and  Hannah  (Parker)  Lesley.  Her  father  was  born  in  Penns.ylvania  in 
Afjril,  1800,  and  her  mother  in  one  of  the  New  England  states  on  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1806.  They  first  became  acquainted  with  each  other  and  were 
married  in  Randolph  County,  Indiana.  David  Lesley  had  come  to  that 
county  in  1816  with  his  parents.  Peter  and  Christina  (Karnes)  Lesley. 
Peter  Lesley  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  his  wife  was  a  native  of 
Switzerland,  having  come  wlien  a  child  to  America,  and  they  were 
married  in  Pennsylvania.  Peter  and  wife  died  in  Randolph  County. 
Indiana,  when  about  eighty-four  years  of  age.  Hannah  Parker,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Stahl,  was  the  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Sarah  (Williams') 
Parker.  This  is  a  family  with  some  noteworthy  associations  with  Amer- 
ican frontier  history.  Reuben  Parker,  the  phice  of  wliose  l)irth  has  not 
been   accurately   determined,   was  ea]>tiired   li>-  tlie   Indians  when   seven 
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years  of  age,  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Northern  Ohio  not  far  from 
Cleveland.  He  was  kept  by  the  Indians  for  seven  years,  at  the  end 
of  whic-h  time  he  escaped.  One  of  his  brothers  was  killed  at  the  same 
time,  and  an  aunt  was  taken  prisoner  with  her  baby,  the  latter  being 
killed  by  the  savages  because  of  its  persistent  crying.  Reuben  Parker 
and  wife  after  their  marriage  spent  their  last  years  south  of  Indian- 
apolis. After  David  Lesley  and  Hannah  Parker  were  married  they 
kirated  on  a  farm  in  Randolph  County,  Indiana,  and  there  he  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  ninety  years  ten  months,  having  been  born  in  1800, 
and' his  wife  died  in  1890,  her  birth  having  occurred  in  February,  1806. 
.Mrs.  Stahl  has  a  brother,  John  Lesley,  who  was  eighty-nine  years  of 
age  in  June,  1915,  and  is  now  living  in  the  State  of  California.  Her 
sister  Susan,  the  widow  of  Henry  Johnson,  lives  in  Richmond,  Indiana, 
and  is  seventy-five  years  old. 

In  the  fail  of  1861  following  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stahl 
located  on  a  farm  in  Berlin  Township  a  half  mile  east  of  the  Village 
of  Berlin  Heights.  He  set  industriously  about  the  improvement  of  forty 
acres,  and  for  many  years  was  successfully  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  fruit  growing.  He  developed  an  orchard  of  five  acres  in  apples, 
five  acres  in  pears,  two  acres  in  peaches  and  four  acres  of  grapes, 
erected  excellent  farm  buildings,  and  also  the  comfortable  ten-room  house, 
with  all  the  conveniences  for  modern  living,  which  is  now  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Stahl.  Mrs.  Stahl  has  shown  executive  ability  in  managing  this 
estate  since  the  death  of  her  husband.  The  late  Mr.  Stahl,  while  acijuir- 
ing  material  prnspcrity  did  not  withhold  his  active  influence  from  all 
])ublic  spirited  iiKivciiiciits  in  the  community,  and  not  only  lived  up- 
rightly himself  Imt  iiitiuenced  others  in  the  same  straight  and  narrow 
way.     Politically  he  was  an  independent  republican. 

While  lyirs.  Stahl  is  a  woman  of  independent  mind  and  character, 
she  finds  great  comfort  in  her  children,  of  whom  she  has  four.  The 
oldest  was  Dorothy,  who  was  liberally  educated  and  is  a  graduate  of 
Oberlin  College.  She  married  Rev.  Gordon  Birlew,  who  was  a  well 
known  missionary  among  the  Mexican  people  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  died  while  in  tlie  prime  of  his  activity. 
Since  his  death  Mrs.  Birlew  has  taken  up  the  study  of  osteopathy,  and 
now  enjoys  a  large  practice  in  that  profession  at  Pasadena,  California, 
where  she  lives  with  her  son  Paul,  who  recently  graduated  from  the 
high  school  at  Pasadena.  Lesley  D.,  the  second  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stahl,  was  born  in  1864  and  died  in  1884  when  a  student  at  Oberlin 
College.  Spencer  N.,  born  June  2.5,  1867,  was  also  educated  at  Oberlin, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Berlin  Township  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven, 
leaving  a  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Allie  Kilburn,  and  a  daughter 
Mabel,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Daisy,  the  youngest  child,  was 
born  July  14,  1869,  was  liberally  educated,  and  is  the  wife  of  Moses 
Jenkins,  a  plumber  at  Berlin  Heights.  They  have  two  children :  Lesley 
S.,  now  twenty-three  years  of  age,  a  graduate  in  chemistry  and  science 
from  the  University  of  Ohio  at  Columbus,  and  now  connected  with  an 
aluminum  manufacturing  plant  at  St.  Louis;  and  Clyde  Jenkins,  who 
was  born  February  20,  1897,  and  in  1915  graduated  from  the  Berlin 
Heights  High  School. 

Robert  J.  Humm,  A  thrifty  representative  farmer  in  the  fine  agri- 
cultural community  surrounding  Berlin  Heights,  Robert  J.  Humm  owns 
several  of  the  most  notable  farms  in  that  community.  One  is  the  place 
of  his  own  residence,  and  the  other  is  the  old  homestead  where  he  was 
born  and  where  his  father  lived  for  many  years.  They  are  not  far 
apart,  and  his  father's  farm  comprises  ninety-one  and  a  half  acres  in 
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its  ovi<riual  form,  in  addition  to  seventy-six  acres  know  as  the  Woods 
Place,  and  100  acres  known  as  the  Pearl  Farm.  Mr.  Ilumra's  farm 
where  he  himself  lives  comprises  eighty  acres.  All  these  farms  have 
improvement,  and  equipment  of  the  most  modem  type,  the  soil  is  well 
ilrained  and  well  cultivated,  and  on  each  place  is  an  individual  group 
of  farm  buildings,  and  also  a  large  amount  of  fruit.  Altogether  Mr. 
Humm  has  about  ten  acres  of  gi-apes,  2,300  peach  trees  and  600  pear 
trees,  and  fruit  growing  is  an  important  source  of  his  total  revenues. 
Ho  kcips  good  grades  of  live  stock,  and  for  a  inimber  of  years  has  been 
(uie  of  tlic  wool  growers  of  Berlin  Township.  It  was  on  his  father's  old 
homestrail  above  mentioned  that  Robert  J.  Humm  was  born  June  8,  1874, 
and  grew  up  in  this  community,  attended  the  public  schools  at  Berlin 
Heights  and  Florence,  and  as  a  result  of  early  training  entered  manhood 
as  a  practical  farmer  and  has  never  departed  from  the  ways  and  train- 
ing of  his  youth. 

His  parents  were  Robert  and  Martha  (Reer)  Humm.  His  father 
was  born  in  Canton  Aargau,  Switzerland,  in  1845,  and  his  mother  in 
Germany  in  1849.  They  were  brought  by  their  respective  parents  to 
the  United  States  and  each  was  at  that  time  nine  years  of  age.  Robert 
Humm  was  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Worley)  Humm,  and  his 
mother  died  in  Switzerland.  Jacob  married  a  second  wife  before  setting 
out  with  his  family  for  America  in  1834.  They  arrived  in  New  York 
City  after  a  voyage  by  sailing  ves.sel  of  more  than  six  weeks,  went  on  to 
Cleveland  and  later  into  Erie  County,  and  for  some  years  lived  in 
Milan  Township.  Subsequently  they  went  to  Florence  Township  in 
Erie  County  and  bought  another  farm.  There  Jacob  and  his  second 
wife  spent  their  declining  years,  and  he  was  nearly  fourscore  when  his 
death  occurred,  which  had  been  hastened  as  a  result  of  being  kicked 
by  a  horse,  his  leg  being  broken  in  two  places.  They  were  members  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church.  Robert  Humm  grew  up  in  Northern 
Ohio,  and  in  Erie  County  married  Martha  Reer.  She  was  born  in  Hesse 
Darmstadt.  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  and  to  Erie  County 
witii  iicr  parents,  Emanuel  and  Elizabeth  Reer,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Germany.  Her  parents  lived  on  a  farm  in  Berlin  Township 
until  tiicy  died,  when  about  fifty-nine  years  of  age.  After  the  marriage 
of  RobcM't  Humm  they  began  their  careers  as  people  in  humble  circum- 
stances but  by  the  hardest  kind  of  work  and  many  sacrifices  for  the 
sake  of  the  fitture  they  finally  laid  the  foundation  for  a  prosperity  that 
placed  them  among  the  most  substantial  citizens  of  Berlin  Township. 
It  is  a  fact  deserving  of  special  note  that  Robert  Hunmi  actually  saved 
$1,0(!0  by  employment  as  a  farm  hand  at  monthly  wages.  For  five  years 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  Richard  Jarrett,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens 
of  Erie  County.  "With  these  accumulations  he  bought  ninety-one  and 
a  half  acres  in  Berlin  Heights,  the  place  already  mentioned  as  owned 
b\'  his  son.  He  paid  ijil.OOO  down,  and  assumed  obligations  of  .$6,000 
wiiicli  by  close  management  and  by  co-operation  between  himself  and 
wife  was  li<|uidated  within  ten  years.  After  the  farm  was  all  paid 
for  he  erected  a  large  barn  35x90  feet  and  put  up  a  substantial  dwell- 
ing house,  of  ten  rooms.  Thus  surrounded  with  the  comforts  and  im- 
provenu'uts  which  represented  their  own  labor  they  spent  their  last 
vears  in  peace,  and  died  on  the  old  farm.  Tlie  mother  passed  away 
March  20,  1897,  and  the  father  on  March  29,  1908.  In  all  that  part 
of  Erie  County  they  were  esteemed  for  their  honest  and  sterling  worth, 
and  it  is  tlie  memory  of  such  people  tliat  sbonld  last  longest  in  Uie 
recollections  of  descendants  and  fi'iends. 

The  only  son  of  these  industrious  an<l  liiird  wurkintr  p:nvnts.  IJoliert 
.1.  llnniiii  lias  not  only  pvolited  from  jn-ospei-ity  which  tlii'V  aeenmnlated. 
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but  has  shown  much  entei'i^rise  and  ability  in  extending  and  increas- 
ing the  talents  inherited.  On  January  26,  1899,  Mr.  Humm  was  mar- 
ried in  Cleveland  to  Miss  Anna  C.  Keller,  who  was  born  in  that  city 
July  9,  1874,  and  received  her  education  in  the  city  schools.  Her  par- 
ents were  Jacob  and  Barbara  (Karcher)  Keller,  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many. Her  father  was  born  in  Rhinepfaltz  in  1846  and  died  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  February  6,  1906.  The  mother  was  born  January  13, 
1848.  They  were  married  in  Germany  in  1867  and  while  living  there 
their  son  Henry  G.  was  born  April  3,  1869.  In  August  following  his 
birth  the  family  emigrated  to  New  York,  went  on  to  Cleveland,  and  in 
that  city  Jacob  Keller  followed  his  trade  of  cabinet  maker  and  joiner 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  skilled  workman.  His  widow  is  still' living 
in  Cleveland.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church  and  her 
husband  was  a  republican. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Humm  were  born  three  children  : 
Karl  F.,  on  April  25,  1903,  and  now  a  student  in  the  public  schools; 
Dorothea  M.,  on  August  20,  1904,  and  now  in  grade  schools :  and  Martha 
Barbara,  on  April  22,  1912. 

John  H.  Foyer.  Some  of  the  lines  of  relationship  of  the  late  John 
H.  Power  were  established  in  this  part  of  Northern  Ohio  almost  a  cen- 
turj'  ago.  John  H.  Poyri'  liimsclf  was  a  splendid  tyi^e  of  the  substantial 
farmer  citizen,  was  a  unm  dl'  intrinsic  patriotism  and  held  a  commission 
in  the  Union  army  duriim  the  ( 'i\  il  war,  and  it  is  only  a  proper  tribute 
to  his  memory'  that  the  following  sketch  should  be  introduced  into  this 
history  of  Erie  County. 

The  Foyer  home  comprises  100  acres  on  the  state  road  in  Berlin 
Townsliiii,  \vhri-i>  Airs.  FciyiT  is  still  living.  It  was  there  that  John  II. 
Foyer  i);is<..l  :i\v^iy  -laiiiKii^-  l(i.  1;hi5.  He  was  born  in  Vermillion  Town- 
ship of  Uric  (nuiity.  Ahircli  2.  ]s:;7,  a  son  of  Tilly  and  Mary  (Curtis) 
Poyer.  His  father  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  New  York,  and  came  to 
Erie  County  wdth  his  parents.  The  mother  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  and  also  came  to  Ohio  with  her  parents,  the  Curtises  having  set- 
tled in  Vermilion  Township  as  early  as  1816.  Tilly  Poyer  married  for 
his  first  wife  Mary  Houck,  who  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  leaving  two 
daughters,  both  of  whom  married  and  are  now  deceased.  The  story  of 
early  pioneer  life  applies  to  the  families  of  Poyer,  Van  Houghton,  Houck 
and  Curtis,  representatives  of  all  of  whom  came  here  when  there  were 
few  clearings  in  the  wilderness,  and  their  early  labors  have  helped  to 
bring  about  the  conditions  their  descendants  enjoy.  After  Tilly  Poyer 
was  married  he  became  a  farmer  on  the  large  estate,  and  his  wife,  JMary 
Curtis  Poyer,  died  there  about  middle  age,  leaving  five  children.  After 
her  death  "he  married  Margaret  Van  Houghton  of  Vermillion  Township. 
She  became  the  mother  of  twins,  who  died  as  infants,  and  a  son  that 
married  and  died  about  four  years  ago.  This  third  wife  survived  Tilly 
Poyer,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  forty-three.  The  family  were  all 
members  of  the  Florence  Congregational  Church.  The  late  John  H. 
Poyer  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  live  children,  the  others  being: 
Dwight,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty -one ;  Julia,  who  married  Alfred 
Smith  of  Vermilion,  a  farmer,  and  died  leaving  three  children ;  Carrie, 
who  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  fifty ;  and  Cordelia,  who  died  as  the 
wife  of  William  Greenough,  leaving  three  children. 

In  the  country  district  of  Vermilion  Township  John  H.  Poyer  grew 
to  manhood  and  acquired  his  education  partly  in  the  district  schools  and 
also  graduated  from  tlii>  Xorwnlk  IIiL;li  School.  For  five  years  he  was 
clerk  in  a  store  at  Joncsvillc,  .Midiiunn,  for  Bennett  Tucker,  but  from 
there  returned  to  Eric  <',iniify  ami  at  Florence  established  a  general 
store.    His  business  as  a  merchant  at  Florence  was  continued  with  increas- 
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iiig  prosperity  uutil  1883.  At  that  date  lie  sold  his  store,  and  moved  to 
Berlin  Township,  where  he  acquired  100  acres  of  land  on  the  state 
road,  ;it)oiif  iiiidwuy  lictween  Berlin  Heights  and  Florence  on  which  his 
years  wnv  |,:issiil  in  iiiiiit  industry  and  comfortable  circumstances  until 

la  ISGL',  wliili'  a  uKreluint  at  l<'lorence,  John  Poyer  raised  Company 
G  for  the  Seventy-second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Infantrj^  and  became  its 
lieutenant  under  Captain  Fernald  and  Colonel  Buckland.  His  active 
service  covers  eleven  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  resigned.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  great  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  where  his  com- 
l^any  suffered  severe  losses,  though  he  himself  escaped  injury.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  and  given  a  recommendation  as  a  brave  and  faith- 
ful soldier  and  officer.  For  many  years  Mr.  Poyer  gave  his  stanch  sup- 
port to  the  republican  party,  but  when  Mr.  Bryan  became  a  candidate 
he  accepted  his  leadership  and  remained  a  democrat  until  his  death. 
For  two  terms  he  served  as  assessor  and  for  two  terms  as  treasurer  of 
Berlin  Township,  and  for  many  years  performed  the  duties  of  justice  of 
the  peace. 

In  Florence  Township  on  October  12,  1857,  John  H.  Poyer  married 
Miss  Lodema  ]\Iason.  She  was  born  in  Florence  Township,  April  7,  1840, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  there  and  at  Milan  and  Elyria,  and  from 
the  age  of  sixteen  was  a  teacher  until  her  marriage.  Mi*s.  Poyer  has 
always  been  known  as  a  woman  of  many  capabilities,  a  devoted  wife  and 
kind  mother,  and  has  successfully  managed  the  estate  and  farm  left  her 
by  her  husband.  She  likewise  represents  a  family  that  has  had  fully  a 
century's  residence  in  this  part  of  Ohio.  Her  parents  were  Harley  and 
Susie  (Cahoou)  Mason.  Her  father  was  born  at  Castletou,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1796,  and  her  mother  in  Sheffield,  IMassaehusetts,  in  1797.  They 
came  to  xVvon  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  along  with  the  first  group  of  set- 
tlers, and  were  married  in  that  township,  but  spent  many  years  of  their 
lives  in  Florence  Township  of  Erie  County,  where  they  died  on  their 
farm.  Harley  Mason  was  a  millwright  and  constructed  many  mills  in 
this  section  of  Ohio.  He  died  in  1850  at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  and  his 
wifr  ])assed  away  in  1880  in  her  eighty- fourth  year.  They  were  active 
wnrkcis  in  the  Baptist  Church  and  he  was  a  democrat.  Harley  jMason 
was  a  son  of  Thadius  IMason  and  Anna  (Warren)  Mason,  both  of  jMassa- 
chusetts.  Harley  ^lason  came  to  Erie  County  in  1816  and  his  parents 
foliow(>d  him  al)oiit  two  years  later  to  Florence  Township.  In  coming 
west  the  ila.son  family  traveled  overland  as  far  as  Albany,  New  York, 
made  a  large  part  of  the  journey  from  there  to  Buffalo  by  water,  and 
embarked  on  the  lake  boat  Walk-in-the-Water  for  Sandusky.  The  Masons 
estal)lislied  their  home  on  forty  acres  which  Harley  Mason  had  located 
in  the  wilderness  of  Florence  Township,  and  before  his  death  Harley 
Mason  acquired  600  acres  of  land  in  the  same  township,  ilrs.  Poyer  has 
a  sister,  Iluldah  Marsh,  wife  of  John  ^Marsh,  both  now  living  at  Port 
Dodge,  Iowa,  Mr.  Marsh  at  the  age  oT  ninety  or  more  and  she  past 
eighty-six. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Poyer  oidy  one  child  survives.  "\Vil- 
ber  J.,  who  was  born  in  Florence  Township,  March  25,  1860,  was  educated 
in  Oberlin  College  and  for  several  years  was  a  teacher,  but  has  been 
chiefly  successful  as  a  farmer  and  is  now  manager  of  his  mother's  estate. 
He  has  also  been  a  factor  in  local  affairs,  and  is  chairnum  of  the  school 
board.  He  was  married  in  Vennilion  Township,  April  4,  1881,  to  Miss 
Cora  Ball,  who  was  born  there  October  24,  1860.  a  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Mar,y  A.  (Hubble)  Ball.  Both  her  parents  were  natives  of  New  York 
State,  and  were  brought  as  children  in  their  respective  families  to  f^rie 
County.  Both  the  Balls  and  the  Hubliles  originally  lived  in  Conneeticnt, 
and  spent  many  years  in  Krie  County.     It  was  eliaraet.'ristie  of  them  that 
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nearly  all  members  attained  advanced  years,  and  Jesse  Ball  and  wife 
were  about  eighty  years  old  when  they  died.  They  were  active  meml)crs 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Wilber  Poyer  was  one  of  six  children, 
three  sous  and  three  daughtei-s,  all  of  whom  are  married  and  still  living. 
Willier  Poyer  and  wife  haA'e  two  children.  Jesse  J.,  born  February  26, 
18^2.  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  assists  his  father  in  managing 
the  farm,  and  in  January,  1905,  married  Eunice  "Witter  of  Berlin  Town- 
ship, and  they  have  one  son,  Douglas  E.,  now  one  year  of  age.  John  W., 
the  second  son,  was  born  in  1883,  and  married  Faye  Durling  of  Birming- 
ham, Ohio.  They  live  at  Oberlin.  I\Irs.  Poyer  is  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Science  faith. 

Mathew  B.  C.vrroll.  To  have  passed  a  hundred  milestones  on  life 's 
journey  is  itself  an  unusual  distinction  and  one  that  would  justify  a 
special  tribute  to  Mathew  B.  Carroll,  who  at  the  time  of  the  writing  of 
this  histdi'v  (if  Eric  Cnuiity  is  in  his  one  hundred  and  first  year.  Mr. 
(':iri-iill  li;is  spent  ilir  iircitcr  part  of  his  life  in  Erie  County  and  is  still 
.■icti\i'  ill  niuid  and  liddy.  and  has  his  home  in  the  environment  of  com- 
forts which  the  laliors  of  his  early  years  secured  on  a  farm  of  161  acres 
in  Berlin  Township  on  the  state  road  between  Berlin  Heights  and  Floi-- 
ence  villages.  Mr.  Carroll  came  to  Erie  County  many  years  ago,  without 
money  and  without  friends,  showed  liimself  industrious  and  trustworthy, 
acquired  the  confidence  of  the  i-omnninity,  and  many  years  ago  Mas  al)le 
to  retire  from  the  heavier  respmisibilities  of  farming,  and  with  ample 
material  means  has  sinci'  rnjuyrd  the  devotion  and  affection  of  his  chil- 
dren and  the  esteem  of  liis  hiiiidrcds  of  friends. 

He  has  lived  at  his  prcsi  nt  location  since  July,  1870.  A  year  prior 
to  that  his  home  was  in  O.xford  Town.ship,  but  with  that  exception  he 
has  lived  in  Berlin  Township  ever  since  coming  to  Erie  County  in  1849. 
It  was  as  a  farm  laborer  that  he  was  first  introduced  to  the  citizenship  of 
Erie  County  and  by  hard  woik  and  economy  he  bought  twenty-six  acres 
of  the  old  Norman  A\alK-cr  l-lstate,  and  that  w-as  the  nucleus  of  his 
accumulations.  Subseiiucntly  he  bought  sixty-four  acres  from  the  David 
Walker  property,  and  in  1873  secured  the  remainder  of  the  land  now 
included  in  the  Walker  Estate  from  the  widow  of  David  Walker.  He 
occupies  one  of  the  interesting  old  homes  of  Berlin  Tow-nship  formerly 
owned  by  the  Walker  family,  who  came  from  Connecticut  and  acquired 
14(1  acres  of  thi'  land  almost  directly  from  the  Government,  it  having 
been  deeded  liy  the  Government  to  Squire  Barnes.  A  substantial  house 
was  built  by  the  Walkci's.  coiniirising  eleven  rooms,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  of  the  uliler  Imines  of  the  township  and  still  in  good 
repair.  After  Mr.  Carrnll  secured  this  farm  he  set  out  an  orchard  of 
three  acres  of  apples  and  also  a  large  number  of  ]icacb  trees.  l)ut  these 
luivi'  since  been  removed.  As  a  farmer  Mr.  Carroll  was  successful  as  a 
general  crop  and  fruit  grower,  and  also  gave  much  attcntinii  to  horses 
and  cattle  and  sheep. 

On  March  8,  1S15,  about  the  close  of  the  second  war  -with  Gi-eat 
Britain,  Mathew  B.  Carroll  was  born  at  Oldeastle,  in  ('ounty  ileath. 
Ir(4and.  Thus  his  lifetime  covers  practically  the  entire  period  since  the 
I'liited  States  as  a  result  of  the  second  war  with  the  mother  country 
became  firmly  established  in  its  nationality.  When  Mr.  Carroll  came  to 
his  hundredth  anniversary  in  the  spring  of  1915  he  was  greeted  by  a 
shower  of  postcard  remembrances  and  good  wishes  from  his  friends  and 
neighbors,  and  more  than  150  such  cards  came  to  his  home  on  that  day. 

His  parents  were  Byron  and  Jane  (Garry)  Carroll,  who  spent  all 
their  lives  in  Ireland,  where  his  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
and  his  mother  at  seventy-four.  The  family  were  all  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  farmei's  by  occupation.     The  grandparents  were 
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Mathew  and  Bridget  (Cliadden)  Carroll,  who  also  lived  as  Irisli  farmers, 
and  the  former  died  at  forty-four  and  the  latter  at  eighty-eight.  ^Alathew 
Can-oil  was  the  seeoud  in  a  family  of  nine  children.  His  older  brother 
John  came  during  young  manhood  to  America,  l)ut  was  lost  siglit  of  and 
his  histoiy  no  longer  known. 

Mr.  Carroll  grew  up  in  Jrelaiid,  and  ret-eived  liis  education  under 
many  trying  circumstances.  The  people  in  his  neighborhood  hired  for 
school  purposes  an  old  vacant  house  which  had  not  a  stick  of  furniture, 
and  the  only  means  of  heating  was  a  big  fireplace.  Rough  seats  were 
iniprovi-sed  by  bi-inging  stones  into  the  house,  covering  them  with  straw 
mats.  The  tire  was  kept  burning  iu  the  chimney  with  peat  which  was 
carried  to  the  schoolhouse  by  the  pujiils.  The  teacher  himself,  James 
iMulvaney  by  name,  had  a  very  iimmuvi-  ((niipment,  and  received  equally 
meager  wages  from  the  patrons  of  the  school,  ilr.  Carroll  learned  rap- 
idly from  his  primer  and  "Reading  .Made  Easy"  and  the  Universal 
SpeUer,  and  soon  knew  as  much  or  more  thau  the  teacher.  Studious  by 
nature,  ilr.  Carroll  has  always  been  a  great  reader  and  has  been  dis- 
tinguished for  his  sound  scholarship.  It  is  also  an  evidence  of  his 
physical  vigor  that  he  has  never  used  eye-glasses  and  was  able  to  read 
without  their  aid  until  ninety-seven  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  had 
to  give  up  the  personal  perusal  of  papers  and  books.  He  was  also  strong 
in  mathematical  studies. 

In  1849  on  the  Queen  of  the  West  Mr.  Carroll  left  Liverpool  for 
America,  and  landed  at  New  York  City  on  the  15th  of  April  iu  the  same 
year,  making  a  very  quick  passage  for  the  days  of  sailing  boats.  He  was 
at  that  time  unmarried,  came  on  west  as  far  as  Buffalo,  New  York,  by 
railroad,  and  up  the  lake  on  a  steamer  to  Huron,  Ohio.  In  the  same 
year  he  arrived  in  Berlin  Township,  and  soon  found  employment  with 
Henry  Walker,  and  later  with  his  father,  David  Walker,  who  was  the 
owner  of  the  farm  that  Mr.  Carroll  has  since  acquired  as  a  result  of  his 
own  work  and  economy.  In  Berlin  Township  Mr.  Carroll  met  and  in 
1858  married  Miss  Bridget  Grimes,  who  was  born  in  Ii'eland  in  1834, 
and  died  at  their  conifortal)ie  hnnn^  in  ]>erlin  Township,  March  10,  1912. 
They  had  lived  tiiiii  tliei-.  and  li'lpnl  cirli  dtlier  to  prosper  and  had  reared 
tlieir  family,  and  I  ln'ir  .issmial  ions  wiii'  iiiiliroken  until  four  years  beyontl 
the  celebration  of  their  liftietli  or  L;ulden  wedding  auniver.sary.  ilrs. 
Carroll's  parents  both  died  in  Ireland.  Her  brothers  and  sisters  were 
Thomas,  John  and  Frank  and  Ellen  and  Margaret,  and  of  these  Ellen, 
Thomas  and  Frank  are  still  living.  Mrs.  Carroll  came  to  America  when 
nineteen  years  of  age,  spent  several  weeks  on  the  ocean  voj'age  from 
Lixcrpocjl  to  New  York,  and  for  four  years  was  employed  on  Long  Island. 
She  then  came  to  Erie  County,  and  was  living  with  the  family  of  Mr. 
IJugules  when  she  married  Mr.  Carroll.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were 
iiiembeis  and  devoted  attendants  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Their  marriage  was  blessed  with  a  large  family  of  children.  Thomas, 
the  oldest,  died  unmarried.  Mary  lives  at  home  with  her  father  and  with 
her  sister  has  proved  a  devoted  companion  to  his  declining  years.  Sarah 
was  well  educated  in  the  public  schools,  was  a  teacher  in  the  township 
and  county  for  nine  years,  and  is  now  living  with  her  sister  Mary  and 
caring  for  their  father.  Ella  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Nolan  and  they  live 
on  a  small  farm  near  the  Carroll  homestead,  and  their  children  are  Car- 
roll. Bernadette,  Angela  and  Vincent,  all  at  home.  Margaret  is  living  in 
Berlin  Heights  and  is  a  seamstress.  iMathew,  Jr.,  lives  on  a  farm  in 
Berlin  Townshi]),  and  by  his  marriage  to  Delhi  ('only  has  the  following 
children.  Etliel,  Loretta,"  Thomas,  ilargaret.  Joseph  and  Mathew.  Cath- 
erine is  tile  wife  of  Henry  Andress.  living  on  a  farm  in  Vermilion  Town- 
ship, and  thev  have  a  son",  Carroll  IT.  .Ml  the  ehildren  were  eonlirmed  in 
the  Cathoiie'CJiuivh.      Wiiiie   Ml'.  Carroll   and   his  sons  are  independ.^nl 
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democrats  iu  politics,  the  father  has  long  been  an  admirer  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  democracy  as  expounded  by  the  great  Andrew  Jackson.  lie 
formerly  served  as  a  member  of  the  local  board  and  his  career  has  been 
as  useful  as  it  has  been  long. 

Eljier  Cook.  The  Cook  family  has  many  interesting  associations 
with  Erie  County  and  this  part  of  Northern  Ohio.  In  the  main  they 
have  been  substantial  farming  people,  but  the  relationship  also  includes 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  merchants,  and  several  who  have  at  different 
times  identified  themselves  with  other  lines  of  business  and  the  pro- 
fessions. Mr.  Cook  owns  one  of  the  well-kept  and  managed  farms  of 
Berlin  Township,  his  home  being  on  Rural  Route  No.  4  out  of  Norwalk. 

His  grandfather,  Aaron  Cook,  was  a  native  of  New  York  State  and 
after  his  first  marriage  came  to  Huron  County  about  1840.  His  first 
wife  died  there,  and  he  married  for  his  second  wife  Rachel  Barney. 
Some  years  later  they  moved  to  Michigan  and  improved  a  farm  west  of 
Kalamazoo,  where  they  died  when  full  of  years.  They  were  good  Chris- 
tian people  and  in  jjolitics  he  was  a  republican.  The  children  of  the 
second  marriage  were  Harrison,  Henry  and  Emily,  all  of  whom  were 
married  and  lived  in  the  western  states.  By  the  first  marriage  the  chil- 
dren were  Hiram,  Lorin,  Jlilo  and  Allen.  These  became  farmers,  and 
Hiram  died  in  Montana,  while  Lorin  and  Allen  passed  away  in  Michigan. 
They  were  all  natives  of  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York. 

Milo  Cook,  father  of  Elmer,  was  born  in  1818,  and  was  a  young  man 
when  his  parents  came  to  Huron  ('(Uiiity.  He  married  Adelia  Vining, 
also  a  native  of  Cattaraugus  ( "dunly,  wlin-c  she  was  born  about  1820.  She 
camp  out  to  Huron  County  wilh  lici'  jjaivuts,  where  they  died,  and  after 
hri-  in.in-i.iiiv  in  1851  Milo  and  wife  located  at  Townsend  Station,  now 
('i)lliits,  ,-iihl  l)uilt  a  hotel,  which  they  conducted  until  1854.  This  hotel 
the\  tradi-d  for  a  large  farm  in  Jasper  County,  Indiana,  moved  to  that 
lociility,  and  Milo  died  there  in  1858,  when  in  the  prime  of  life.  His 
widow  subsequently  lived  with  her  daughter  lola,  now  the  wife  of  Rich- 
ard Cook,  an  Englishman.  Richard  Cook  is  a  fruit  and  vegetable  gar- 
dener, near  Norwalk,  and  his  children  are  Elmer,  Willis  and  Gertrude. 
Mrs.  Milo  Cook  subsequently  moved  to  Michigan,  Jived  on  a  small  farm 
there,  and  in  the  spring  of  1864  took  her  two  children  to  Missouri,  but  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  returnnl  to  Ohio  and  lorated  in  Berlin  Township 
of  Erie  County.  She  died  a  f<\v  ycais  later  \\  Imii  about  forty-three  years 
of  age.  She  was  a  member  of  tin-  llaptist  (  Inircii.  Her  father  was  Rev. 
Record  Vining,  a  pioneer  Baptist  minister  throughout  both  Erie  and 
Huron  counties,  having  come  here  from  New  York  State.  He  died  in 
Jasper  County,  Indiana,  when  eighty  years  of  age.  Though  devoted  to 
the  cause  of  the  church  wliirh  lu-  sii'vimI  so  faitlirully.  lu'  prcarlied  with- 
out remuneration,  and  sn|i|.oitr,l  himscir  ami  lainily  laiuvly  through  his 
farming  enterprise.  His  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  ]>ydia  Wil- 
liams, sulise,|iiently  returned  to  Ohio  and  died  in  Berlin  when  past  eighty 
years.  Keeord  N'iiiing  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  East  Townsend 
and,  as  lielore  stated,  was  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  without  remuneration. 
He  reared  a  family  of  seven  eliildren.  two  sons  and  five  daughters: 
Ebenezer,  of  Ohio,  was  a  farmer;  .tared  .lied  in  .Michigan;  Mary  married 
Pliram  Cook  and  lived  and  died  in  .Montana  ;  Lydia,  who  married  Ansil 
Bryant,  lived  in  Ohio,  later  lived  in  .Michigan  for  several  years,  and  then 
returned  to  Ohio,  where  both  died ;  Abigail  married  Edmund  Waldron 
and  lived  and  died  in  Ohio;  Sarah  married  Chester  Jackson  and  lived 
and  died  in  Ohio ;  Aclela  became  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Elmer  Cook  was  born  June  15,  1851.  He  grew  up  in  Ohio  and  Michi- 
gan and  his  education  came  from  the  schools  of  Berlin  and  the  iiormal 
school  at  :\Iilan.     After  his  marriage  he  established  himself  on  twenty- 
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five  acres  of  well-improved  land  in  Bi-ilin  Township,  and  has  lived  there 
and  made  a  success  of  agriculture.  lie  lias  a  group  of  good  buildings 
and  a  prominent  feature  of  his  farm  is  an  orchard  of  peach,  apple  and 
other  fruit  trees.  A  few  j'ears  ago  he  built  a  substantial  barn  by  his 
own  labor. 

In  1874,  in  Berlin  Township,  Mr.  Cook  married  Hattie  Cook,  who 
was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  May  9,  1850,  and  was  a  young  girl  when  her 
parents  came  to  Erie  County  in  1865.  Her  parents  were  John  and 
Ilannah  (Ree.son)  Cook.  Her  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Reeson,  an  Englishman  and  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cliurch,  who  .spent  his  life  in  England.  His  Bible  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Airs.  Cook,  and  she  values  it  highly  for  its  many  associations, 
and  she  also  has  an  old  sickle  handed  down  from  the  previous  generation. 
John  Cook,  her  father,  was  born  in  1802  and  died  in  Berlin  Township 
in  1899,  where  his  wife  was  l)orn  in  1812  and  died  at  the  home  of  lier 
dauglitei-,  Mrs.  Cook,  in  1896.  Mrs.  Cook's  parents  were  married  in 
England  in  1834,  and  after  the  bii-th  of  live  children  there  they  all  came 
to  the  United  States  on  a  sailing  vessel  in  1848,  spending  six  weeks  in 
the  voyage.  From  New  York  they  went  on  to  Cleveland,  and  arrived 
there  without  a  cent  of  money.  Tlie  entire  family  lived  in  one  room  for 
a  time  until  the  father  was  able  to  get  a  .start  in  the  New  World,  and  in 
18C5  they  came  to  Erie  County,  where  John  Cook  followed  farruing  and 
made  a  success  of  the  business.  Twp  other  children  were  born  to  them 
after  they  came  to  this  country.  One  son,  Henry,  served  in  an  Ohio 
regiment  through  three  years  of  the  Civil  war,  was  wounded  in  the  side 
al  Chickamauga,  but  returned  and  died  some  years  after  the  war. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Cook  have  three  children.  Walter  is  unmarried 
and  still  at  home.  Elma  is  the  wife  of  Clifford  McLaughlin,  a  merchant 
at  Berlinville,  and  they  have  a  son,  Lewis  C.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Beiibower,  who  is  connected  with  the  Western  Automatic  Machine  Com- 
pan.Y  at  Elyria,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  are  members  of  the  Berlin- 
ville Friends  Church,  in  which  he  formerly  served  as  an  elder.  Long  a 
residmt  of  l!i  ilin  Townshij).  he  has  commended  liimself  to  the  confidence 
of  tlir  pioplr  and  has  held  several  local  offices.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
j)roiiiljitionis1s  in  Erie  County,  and  has  advocated  that  doctrine  since 
the  time  of  St.  John. 

Jay  0.  Drakh.  Taking  llif  rural  lionics  as  they  come  in  Berlin 
Township,  there  are  few  that  present  a  more  inviting  exterior  and  show 
moi-e  evi(ience  of  thrifty  prosperity  tlian  tliat  of  Jay  0.  Drake,  along 
Rural  Route  No.  4  out  of  Norwalk. 

Mr.  Drake's  family  has  been  identified  with  this  section  of  Northern 
Ohio  for  a  great  many  years.  On  the  subject  of  lineage  it  is  of  interest 
to  note  that  he  is  directly  descended  from  the  famous  families  distin- 
gnislied  by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  one  of  the  greatest  i-jiulish  sea  captains 
in  till'  (lays  of  Queen  PMizabeth.  A  ])rothei'  oT  Sir  I'l-anris  was  named 
Jolin  and  established  the  family  name  and  fortunes  in  America  in  the 
very  early  period  of  colonization.  From  him  ther(>  follows  a  direct  line 
of  descent  (lown  to  Iliram  1).  Drake,  the  grandfather. of  the  Berlin  Town- 
ship citizen  above  luuued.  Iliram  Drake  was  born  and  lived  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna River  in  Pennsylvania,  was  a  farmer  there,  and  among  his 
sons  were  Francis,  Asop.  Lorenzo.  Salmon  and  George,  besides  dp.ugh- 
ters.  Salmon  and  his  brother  Francis  came  to  Ohio  and  lived  in  Huron 
Coiinty.    Asop  died  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 

Salmon  Drake  was  born  in  Penn.sylvania  in  1827,  and  died  in  Ridse- 
field  Township  of  Huron  County  in  April,  1877.  He  had  .settled  in  this 
part  of  Ohio  during  the  early  ':10s,  was  a  farmer,  ami  liuring  the  war, 
though  past  military  age,  was  drafted  for  a  liuiulri'd  ilays'  service.     lie 
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married  Cynthia  Dickey.  Slie  was  two  years  of  age  wlien  her  parents 
established  their  home  in  Ridgetleld  Township  of  Huron  County.  She 
was  born  in  1826  and  died  in  Ridgetield  in  1899.  Her  father  was  Thomas 
Dickey,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  who  was  a  soldier  during  the  War 
of  1812.  Later  he  moved  to  Ohio  and  was  married  in  this  .state  to  Eliza- 
beth Meyers,  a  native  of  Ohio,  but  of  German  parentage.  Thomas  Dickey 
on  going  to  Ridgetield  Township  secured  land  that  cost  him  between  four 
and  six  dollars  an  acre,  and  his  tirst  home  was  a  log  cabin.  His  most 
important  service  in  the  community  was  the  establishment  and  operatioji 
of  a  sawmill,  which  he  used  to  work  up  great  quantities  of  the  surround- 
ing timber  into  lilack  walnut  lumber.  At  the  same  time  he  imjiroved 
his  land  and  lived  there  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  He 
survived  his  wife  by  many  years.  His  later  years  were  spent  in  the  home 
of  his  daughter,  ]\lrs.  Salmon  Drake.  He  left  a  son,  Albert  Dickey,  who 
married  and  died  in  middle  life,  leaving  one  son.  After  Salmon  Drake 
and  wife  w-ere  married  they  became  farmers  on  the  old  Dickey  estate. 
They  were  excellent  people,  good  neighbors,  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  republican.  Their  eight  children  were : 
Eliza  Jane,  who  became  tlie  wife  of  (iiMH-ov  Kloiifi'ii^^tciu,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing on  a  farm  in  Bowling  Green,  Oliio,  and  h^is  rmii-  children;  Hiram  D., 
who  is  a  farmer  in  Ridgetield  Townslii]i  of  Ihiicm  County,  owning  and 
operating  a  part  of  his  father's  old  place,  and  is  the  father  of  two  sons 
by  his  marriage  to  Blanche  Killey;  Charles  W.,  who  lives  in  Norwalk 
Township  of  Huron  County,  is  a  farmer  and  married  Mrs.  Lina  (Bishop) 
Pay ;  Imogene  is  the  wife  of  George  J.  Rowe,  a  sawmill  man  and  farmer 
near  the  old  Dickey  home  in  Huron  County,  and  they  liave  two  sons  and 
one  daughter ;  Jay  0.  is  the  next  in  age ;  Georgianna  is  the  wife  of  H.  C. 
Roadannel  of  Haskins,  Wood  County,  Ohio,  a  mail  carrier  there,  and 
they  have  two  sons;  S.  A.  is  employecl  by  the  Smith  Monument  Works 
at  Norwalk,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Blanche  Adriance  has  one  daughter ; 
Ira  died  at  the  age  of  six  yeai's. 

Jay  0.  Drake  grew  up  in  his  native  township  in  Huron  Countj',  where 
he  was  born  March  6,  1861.  He  received  his  education  in  the  local  schools 
and  also  attended  the  Normal  at  iMilan.  His  years  were  spent  in  the 
house  where  he  was  born  until  he  came  to  Berlin  Township  in  Erie  County 
in  1886,  and  in  1887  occui^ied  his  present  farm.  His  home  comprises 
103  acres  of  well  improved  land  devoted  to  general  agricultural  and  fruit 
raising.  He  also  has  thirty-three  acres  in  Milan  Township.  He  has  given 
the  farm  a  great  deal  of  value  since  he  took  possession  nearly  thirty 
years  ago,  and  among  other  improvements  that  deserve  mention  is  the 
large  bank  barn  fifty  feet  square,  with  an  "L"  28x55  feet.  His  home  is  a 
good  seven-room  house  and  there  are  various  other  buildings  which  fur- 
nish shelter  for  stock,  tools  and  equipment.  Mr.  Drake  has  more  than 
two  thousand  peach  trees  in  his  orchard.  He  also  grows  all  kinds  of 
grain,  and  each  year  raises  from  1,000  to  1,500  bushels  of  potatoes.  He 
keeps  good  stock  and  by  intelligent  and  close  management  has  made 
farming  a  profitable  business. 

It  was  in  Erie  County  that  Mr.  Drake  married  his  wife.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Emma  M.  AVillianis,  and  she  was  bdiii  in  Milan  Township  of 
Erie  County,  April  7,  1866,  and  was  reared  and  rdiicated  in  that  town- 
ship and  lived  there  until  her  marriage.  lb  r  grandlather  was  John  Wil- 
liams, who  is  still  living  in  Milan  at  the  extreme  age  of  ninet.y-eight. 
Her  parents  were  Peter  and  Sarah  (Shaffer)  Williams,  the  former  of 
Ohio  and  the  latter  of  New  York  State.  They  grew  up  in  Milan  Town- 
ship, where  they  were  married  and  spent  many  years  as  farmers.  They 
both  died  in  Milan  Township,  he  when  aboiit  sixty  years  of  age  and  she 
when  fifty  years  old. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  ]\Trs.  Drake  have  been  born  the  follow- 
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ing  children:  IIm/.cI,  wIki  was  graduated  from  the  Berlin  Heights  High 
School  and  is  now  thr  wile  of  Homer  G.  Rosekelly  of  Milan  Township, 
and  their  two  ehiklren  are  named  George  and  Eleanor  Florence ;  Elnora, 
also  a  graduate  of  the  Berlin  Ileiglits  High  School,  is  tlie  wife  of  Frank  E. 
Rosekelly,  a  farmer  of  Milan  Township,  and  their  children  are  Esther 
and  Edward  J. ;  Homer  attended  the  schools  at  Milan  and  is  now  em- 
ployed at  Bedford,  Ohio;  George  H.,  who  lives  at  home,  married  Augusta 
Worth  and  they  have  an  infant  son,  Harold  Lee;  John  O.  is  still  at  home, 
a  lad  of  six  years;  Helen  died  wlieii  two  and  a  half  years  of  age.  ]\Ir.  anil 
Jlrs.  Drake  are  members  of  the  .Mftliodist  Kpisi-oinil  Cliurch  and  in  poli- 
tics he  is  a  republican. 

George  Sherman,  whose  enterprise  as  a  farmer  and  citizen  in  Berlin 
Township  is  well  known  to  all  the  people  of  that  locality,  represents  a 
family  that  have  had  a  prominent  part  in  the  development  of  Northern 
Ohio  since  the  early  days.  They  are  people  of  the  old  American  stock, 
and  the  first  ancestors  gained  some  distinction  in  the  New  England 
colonies  beginning  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  ^Ir. 
Sherman  of  Berlin  Township  is  descended  from  the  same  colonial  pioneers 
who  were  also  the  ancestors  of  such  great  Americans  as  Senator  John 
Sherman  and  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman. 

In  England  the  famil.v  name  was  well  known  in  London,  in  Devon- 
shire and  in  Yoxley,  County  Sutt'olk.  In  the  earlier  generations  the 
family  was  sufficiently  distinguished  to  he  the  pcssessors  of  coats  of  arms. 
Notable  features  of  the  arms  are:  A  lion  rampant  sable,  between  three 
oak  leaves  vert ;  on  the  shoulder  an  amulet.  The  crest  shows  a  sea  lion, 
and  the  crescent  on  the  shoulder  probalily  signifies  servire  in  the  crusadi'. 
The  motto  is  "Conquered  Death  by  Virtue." 

In  16:W  Hon.  Samuel  Sherman,  Rev.  John,  his  brother,  and  Capt. 
John,  his  fii-st  cousin,  came  to  America  from  Dedliam,  Essex  County, 
England.  Samuel  settled  in  Stoekford,  Connecticut,  and  the  other  two 
in  Watertown,  Massachusetts.  The  direct  line  of  descent  to  George  Sher- 
man of  Berlin  Townshijj  is  as  follows:  Judge  Daniel  Slierman,  who 
was  a  grandson  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  .iust  mentioned,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  1721,  and  in  1744  married  M indwell  Taylor.  He  died  July  2, 
1799,  and  his  wife  passed  away  May  18,  1798.  In  their  large  family  was 
Daniel  Sherman,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  April  20,  1736.  and 
was  married  there  December  31,  1782,  to  Elizabeth  Mitchell.  Of  their 
children,  Petei-  Sherman,  who  was  born  September  12,  1794,  was  tiie 
grandfather  of  (ieorge  Shei-man  of  Berlin  Townshij),  and  a  collateral 
line  which  should  be  mentioned  was  that  ol'  Taylor  Sherman,  a  son  of 
Judge  Daniel  Sherman  and  a  brother  of  Daniel  Sherman,  Jr.,  above  men- 
tioned. Taylor  Sherman  was  the  father  of  Hon.  Charles  Sherman,  who 
in  turn  was  tiie  father  of  Senator  John  Sherman  and  General  Sherman. 

Grandl'alher  Peter  Sheriiuui  grew  uji  in  Connecticut,  was  married 
till  IT,  mid  .1  few  years  after  the  birth  of  their  son  iiampsou,  in  1829 
cairic  by  v\\vv.  canal  and  lake  transportation  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  There 
they  took  teams  and  wagojis  which  carried  them  to  Vermilion  River 
in  Iluron  County.  They  set  u])  their  halntation  in  the  midst  of  the  wil- 
derness, secured  land  which  they  improved  in  a  farm,  and  that  old 
pioneer  place  is  still  in  the  family  name,  being  owned  by  IMrs.  Barns  of 
Wakenuui,  a  (^nighter  of  Peter  Sherman.  Peter  Sherman  died  there 
February  22,  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty-fou)',  and  had  survived  his  wife 
many  years,  she  having  i)assed  away  on  the  .same  farm  at  the  age  of 
fifty.  They  had  only  two  children,  the  daughter  being  ^Irs.  Elizabeth 
Barns,  widow  of  (ieorge  Barns,  and  now  i)ast  eighty  years  of  aire.  She 
was  born  in  Huron  Conntv,  Ohio,  about  1S2S  and  h;is"a  large  numb..r  of 
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Lampson  Sherman,  father  of  George,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  March 
18,  1826,  and  was  three  years  old  when  the  family  came  out  to  Huron 
County.  He  grew  up  at  the  old  farm  along  the  Vermilion  River,  and 
was  married  there  to  Miss  Fannie  P.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Wakeman 
Township  of  Huron  County,  December  10,  1825,  and  died  Jamiary  27, 
1908,  and  is  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  at  Milan.  Her  mother 
was  a  French,  daughter  of  Joseph  French,  the  ancestor  of  all  the  descend- 
ants of  that  name  in  Huron  County.  After  his  marriage  Lampson  Sher- 
man moved  to  Berlin  Township,  in  the  southeastern  part,  and  bought  a 
farm  on  which  he  and  his  wife  lived  several  years,  later  removing  to 
Norwalk  Township,  Huron  County,  where  they  spent  their  last  days. 
They  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,'  and  he 
was  one  of  the  leaders  in  local  church  affairs  in  Milan  and  Berlin  town- 
ships. He  should  also  be  remembered  for  his  excellent  qualities  of  citi- 
zenship, was  a  republican  in  politics,  and  for  some  years  served  as  town- 
ship trustee.  The  children  of  Lampson  Sherman  and  wife  were :  Clara, 
who  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  San  Diego,  California;  John,  who  is  in 
the  real  estate  business  at  Spokane,  AYashington,  and  has  two  children ; 
and  a  son  Roy,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  was  married  but  left 
no  children.  These  children  were  well  educated,  and  all  of  them  excepting 
George  Sherman  were  teachers. 

Mr.  George  Sherman  was  born  in  Berlin  Township,  April  12,  1869, 
attended  the  common  and  high  schools,  and  has  always  been  fond  of  books 
and  study,  though  unlike  other  members  of  the  family  did  not  take  up 
educational  work.  Farming  has  been  his  essential  vocation,  and  for  the 
past  five  years  he  has  owned  122  acres  on  the  Shinroek  Road  in  Berlin 
Township  near  Berlinville.  The  farm  has  many  features  wortliy  of  note. 
General  farming  and  stock  raising  are  his  prineipel  imliisliiis.  :iiid  he 
keeps  good  grades  of  sheep,  hogs  and  cattle,  and  also  has  'itn'  )h',i.1i  trees. 
His  home  is  one  of  comfort  and  convenience  and  contains  eight  rooms, 
and  is  surrounded  by  well-built  outbuildings. 

In  Hartland  Township  of  Huron  County,  on  March  21,  1899,  Mr. 
Sherman  married  Myrtle  Silcox.  She  was  born  in  Hartland  Township, 
July  17,  1872,  and  was  reared  and  educated  there,  being  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Eunice  (Draper)  Silcox,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Huron 
County,  their  parents  having  come  from  Now  York  State.  Henry  Silcox 
was  a  son  of  Amos  H.  and  Lydia  W.  (DcWitt  i  Silcox,  who  were  early 
settlers  in  Huron  County  and  died  there  wlnn  aKoiit  eighty  years  of  age. 
They  were  members  of  the  United  Brethren  ('liurcli  and  in  politics  he 
was  a  republican.  After  their  marriage  Henry  Silcox  and  wife  became 
farmers,  and  are  still  living  in  Huron  Township,  being  now  retired  at  the 
age  of  about  seventy  and  making  their  home  at  Hartland.  They  were 
reared  in  the  Uiiilid  I'.iitliren  Church.  In  their  family  were  six  children, 
all  of  whom  arc  inai  ricd  except  one. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherinan  have  two  children :  Fannie  M.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seven  months;  and  Rosebud  Marian,  who  was  born  September 
26,  1903,  and  is  now  a  seventh  grade  pupil  in  the  public  schools.  Mr. 
Sherman  is  an  independent  democrat,  and  is  a  man  who  has  always  had 
a  peculiar  fondness  for  his  home  and  finds  his  greatest  pleasures  in  tlie 
companionship  of  his  family  and  immediate  friends. 

William  Clark.  When  a  man  has  lived  a  life  of  usefuhjess  and  honor 
in  one  community  for  many  years,  his  fellow  citizens  recognize  in  him  a 
man  deserving  of  respect  and  his  name  and  some  narrative  of  his  activi- 
ties have  an  appropriate  place  in  the  local  annals  of  his  township  and 
county.  Such  has  been  the  role  of  William  Clark  in  Erie  County,  who  at 
the  age  of  sixty  finds  himself  prosperously  situated  as  a  farmer  and  fruit 
grower  in  Berlin  Township.    lie  has  been  otherwise  an  influence  for  good 
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iu  that  community  and  stands  high  in  the  Society  of  Friends  or  Quakers, 
near  whose  church  on  the  west  line  of  the  township  is  located  his  farm. 

While  Mr.  Clark  is  not  the  owner  of  an  extensive  landed  estate,  he  has 
employed  intensive  methods  of  cultivation  and  has  a  valuable  and  com- 
fortable rural  home.  Part  of  his  land  is  set  in  fruit,  and  he  and  his  good 
wife  reside  in  an  attractive  six-room  house,  and  other  improvements 
indicate  the  thrift  and  industry  of  the  occupants.  ]\Ir.  Clark  has  lived  on 
this  farm  since  1891.  He  was  born  near  the  Seven-Mile  House  out  from 
Sandusky,  January  5,  1854,  accjuircd  an  education  in  the  local  schools, 
and  on  reaching  manhood  found  himself  quite  well  qualified  for  his 
chosen  vocation,  that  of  farming.  He  worked  industriously  and  finally 
accumulated  enough  to  purchase  his  present  place. 

His  parents  were  Willard  and  Catherine  (Mack)  Clark,  both  of  them 
natives  of  Ohio  and  coming  to  Erie  County  many  years  ago.  They  estab- 
lished their  home  about  seven  miles  from  Sandusky  and  there  Willard 
Clark  died  in  1854  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  when  his  son  William  was 
only  four  weeks  old.  Besides  this  son  there  was  a  daughter,  Emily,  who 
died  in  1909,  the  wife  of  Albert  Rice,  and  left  a  child,  Anna,  who  is  now 
married  and  has  children. 

When  William  Clark  was  two  years  of  age  his  widowed  mollier  mar- 
ried, in  Erie  County,  Andrew  J.  Pulver,  who  was  a  Mason  and  general 
mechanic  by  trade  and  a  well  informed  and  highly  respected  citizen. 
They  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  near  Milan  in  Erie  County,  where  he 
died  in  1904  at  the  auv  of  sixty-riuht,  mihI  slic  passed  away  in  1905,  aged 
sixty-six.  She  was  an  artixc  miinlici'  (if  llic  .M.'thoilist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Milan,  and  in  poliin-s  li,'  was  a  rrpiilili.'aii.  To  their  marriage  were 
born  the  following  children,  who  are  half-brothers  and  half-sisters  of  Wil- 
liam Clark :  Catherine,  widow  of  Daniel  Bemis,  and  now  living  with  her 
son  in  Erie  County;  Lucy,  who  is  the  wife  of  Pinson  Ewell  of  Milan; 
Rosa,  who  married  William  Bailey,  an  engineer  living  at  Cleveland,  and 
their  sons  and  daughters  are  all  inarried  except  one ;  Jessie  is  the  widow 
of  Theodore  Taylor,  and  now  lives  in  Norwalk,  two  of  her  three  children 
being  married. 

William  Clark  was  married  in  Milan  to  Anna  Mason.  Mrs.  Clark 
was  born  in  Pluron  Township,  December  27,  1859,  and  grew  up  and 
received  her  education  in  Milan  Township.  Her  parents  were  William 
and  Catherine  (Stamp)  Mason,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  and  were  married  near  Liverpool.  Immediately  after  their 
wedding  they  set  out  for  the  United  States  in  April,  1857,  the  sailing  ves- 
.sel  on  which  they  took  passage  landing  them  at  New  York  after  a  voyage 
of  five  weeks,  two  days.  They  came  on  1o  Erie  County,  where  Mr.  Mason 
bought  a  small  farm'in  Huron  Township,  bill  five  yrars  later  established 
his  permanent  home  in  Milan  Townsliip.  lie  died  tliei'e  .May  16,  1890,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three,  and  his  wile  passed  awa\-  .Inly  17,  1S74,  aged  forty- 
nine.  They  were  mend)ers  of  Hie  Metluidist  Cliureh  and  siie  died  in  that 
faith,  though  he  subseqnenlly  heeaine  al'liliated  witii  the  Soeicly  of 
Friends. 

Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Clark  are  both  active  members  of  the  Friends  Church 
in  Herlin  Townsliip  near  their  lionn>.  IMr.  Clark  has  been  a  Irustee  for 
many  years,  and  helped  to  liuild  the  first  and  second  churches  of  the 
society,  and  was  one  of  its  organizing  mendiers.  In  politics  he  was  reared 
a  republican,  but  is  now  active  in  the  prohibition  cause.  While  Mr.  and 
IMrs.  Clark  have  no  children  of  their  own,  they  have  an  adopted  daugh- 
ter, Chira  Jlae  Wright,  who  was  born  :\Iarch  '29.  1909,  and  tlu'y  are  pro- 
viding carefully  for  her  training  and  she  is  one  of  the  proiinsing  young 
pupils  of  the  local  schools. 

Cii  \i>l.i:s  Sii'i'.  Tw(i  (if  the  liesl-knnwn  people  in  tile  line  airriciiltnral 
eoininuiiilv   in  the  western   part   of  Bei'lin   Township  are   Mr.  and   .Mrs. 
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Charles  Sipp,  who  have  spent  praetieally  all  their  lives  in  Erie  County, 
and  are  now  the  happy  possessors  of  a  farm  which  is  a  portion  of  the  old 
Hoak  Estate,  a  place  that  M'as  entered  by  the  Hoak  family  from  the 
Government  more  than  a  century  ago,  and  which  in  productiveness  and 
capable  management  is  probablj^  not  excelled  by  any  tract  in  Erie 
County. 

A  representative  of  the  honest,  thrifty  and  substantial  people  who 
came  from  Germany  and  its  provinces,  Charles  Sipp  was  born  in  Milan 
Township,  Erie  County,  January  9.  1S69.  Tlis  fatlier,  Michael  Sipp,  was 
born  in  the  Province  of  Alsace,  tlim  P'ri  nch  t'lritmx  .  Init  wdw  :i  |iai't  of 
the  German  Empire,  at  the  City  of  Si  r.isslnnu;  m  l^:i."i.  Ilr  was  the  son 
of  a  wagonmakcr,  and  his  parents  .spiiit  lhi_ir  lives  iu  Alsace.  Michael 
Sipp,  with  the  education  given  to  Alsatian  boys  of  that  period  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  started  out  for  himself  to  find  a  home  and  fortune  in 
the  New  AVorld.  He  traveled  through  Paris  to  IIa\Te,  and  there  em- 
barked on  a  sailing  vessel  which  four  weeks  latri'  arii\iMl  in  New  York 
City  in  the  year  1851.  The  vessel  was  for  three  days  heset  by  a  severe 
storm.  Michael  Sipp  soon  afterwards  located  in  Lilian  Township,  where 
he  secured  employment  at  $8  per  month  on  the  farm.  In  a  few  years 
he  was  on  the  fair  way  to  independence  and  finally  became  the  owner  of 
two  good  farms.  One  of  these  had  originally  been  a  cranberry  marsh,  and 
under  his  ownership  it  was  drained  and  became  some  of  the  most  pro- 
ductive land  in  that  locality.  He  improved  it  with  a  good  house  and 
lived  on  that  estate  until  his  death.  He  also  owned  another  farm  on  the 
higher  land  in  Berlin  Township,  and  that  likewise  was  improved.  He 
spent  many  years  in  Erie  County  and  prospered  by  raising  stock,  in 
truck  farming,  and  as  a  fruit  grower,  and  had  a  large  orchard  and  also 
raised  considerable  small  fruit.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  Edward 
in  the  Town  of  Huron  in  Townsend  Township  of  Huron  County,  April 
24,  1906.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Friends  Church.  Michael  Sipp  was  married  iu  Milan  Township  to  Han- 
nah Brandal.  who  was  born  in  Thompson  Township  of  Seneca  County, 
Ohio,  March  26,  1840.  She  was  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  Dutch  family,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Brandal,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, moved  out  to  Seneca.  Ohio,  and  when  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Sipp, 
was  nine  years  of  age,  to  Hillsdale  County,  Slichigan,  where  they  died. 
Their  daughter  afterwards  returned  to  Milan  Town.ship  of  Erie  County, 
where  on  September  6,  1859,  she  was  luiited  in  marriage  with  Michael 
Sipp.  She  died  in  that  township  August  26,  1903.  For  thirty  years  she 
was  a  member  of  the  church  at  East  Norwalk,  but  in  1900  united  with 
the  Friends  Church  in  Berlin  Township  and  died  in  that  faith.  For  the 
last  two  years  of  her  life  she  was  an  invalid  and  was  confined  to  an 
invalid's  chair,  but  in  spite  of  all  her  sufferings  she  showed  great  patience 
and  constant  cheerfulness.  Of  this  union  there  were  ten  children  :'  John, 
Laura,  Julia,  Emma,  Charles,  Ida.  Edward,  Ella.  ^lary  and  Irene.  All 
these  children  grew  up  and  married,  and  all  are  si  ill  living  except  John. 
Five  of  them  have  children  of  their  own. 

On  October  17,  1894,  Mr.  Charles  Sipp  married  Miss  Caroline  F. 
Hoak.  She  was  liorn  on  the  farm  where  she  now  lives  November  19,  1868. 
She  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  families  of  Berlin  Township  and 
the  story  of  the  early  settlement  and  principal  facts  in  the  lives  of  the 
different  generations  arc  told  elsewhere  in  this  publication  in  the  sketch 
of  Nathan  Hoak,  her  brother.  Mrs.  Sipp  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  in  the  vicinity  of  her  liirthplaee  and  has  never  known  any  other 
home  but  the  one  where  she  now  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sipp  have  sixty- 
(>ight  acres,  a  portion  of  the  old  Hoak  homestead,  and  it  is  maintained  at 
the  high  standard  of  cultivation  which  has  for  so  many  years  prevailed 
nil  this  land,     it  is  a  fniil  and  grain  farm,  has  a  large  wliite  residence,  a 
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big  barn  the  main  portion  of  which  is  30x50  feet,  and  all  the  improve- 
ments and  cultivation  suggests  the  most  progressive  spirit  of  Erie  County- 
farming,  ilr.  Sipp  is  a  republican  in  polities  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  No.  345  at  Berlin  Heighls.  Mrs.  Sipp  is  a 
member  of  the  Spiritualist  Church. 

Lester  T.  Chase.  The  Weeping  Willow  Farm  is  the  attractive 
name  of  the  homestead  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  T.  Chase  in 
Berlin  Township,  on  Rural  Route  No.  2  out  of  Berlin  Heights.  Mr. 
Chase  is  a  farmer  to  the  manner  born,  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in 
Erie  County,  and  a  brief  review  of  what  he  has  accomplished  indicates 
that  his  reputation  as  an  expert  agriculturist  is  well  founded. 

The  Chase  family  was  established  in  this  section  of  Ohio  a  great 
many  years  ago.  Lester  T.  Chase  was  born  near  Castalia  in  Erie 
County  February  20,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Prank  and  Sarah  (Tomp- 
kins) Chase.  His  mother  was  born  in  New  York  State  January  9,  1841, 
and  when  about  ten  years  of  age  was  brought  to  Erie  County  in  the 
family  of  her  uncle,  Gilbert  Knapp,  who  lived  for  many  years  on  a 
farm  in  Margaretta  Township.  Mrs.  Chase  grew  up  in  that  community. 
Frank  Chase  was  born  in  New  York  State  December  26,  1826,  and  was 
still  a  boy  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Erie  County,  and  after  his 
marriage  he  and  his  .young  wife  started  out  on  a  farm  in  Margaretta 
Township.  They  prospered  in  proportion  to  their  industry,  and  while 
their  children  were  growing  up  they  lived  upon  and  owned  five  different 
farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Castalia.  About  eighteen  years  ago  Frank 
Chase  and  liis  wife  left  Erie  County  and  ))ought  225  acres  in  the  State 
of  ilaiylaud.  two  years  later  sold  that  and  bought  a  farm  of  200  acres 
ill  the  Slatf  of  Delaware  and  after  two  years  moved  to  Old  Virginia, 
and  ai/i|uirr(l  1^00  acres  near  the  historic  City  of  Petersburg,  where 
Frank  Chase  spent  the  rest  of  his  days  and  died  December  18,  1909. 
He  possessed  an  unusually  keen  judgment  and  always  profited  in  his 
real  estate  dealings,  and  every  tract  of  land  upon  which  he  lived  was  the 
better  for  his  occupation.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics  and  a  man 
of  standing  and  influence  in  every  community  that  claimed  him  as  a 
citizen.  His  widow  is  still  living  on  the  homestead  near  Petersburg 
with  her  bachelor  son,  Grant.  Lester  T.  Chase  is  the  oldest  of  their 
four  children.  One  son,  Arthur,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  leaving 
two  children  by  his  marriage  to  Sadie  Golden,  who  is  now  living  at 
Fremont,  Ohio,  and  her  first  child  is  married.  The  son  Grant,  as  already 
mentioned,  is  the  practical  manager  of  the  Virginia  farm,  which  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  best  farming  properties  in  that  section  of  the 
Old  Dominion  State.  Burton  B.  is  now  a  successful  farmer  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  and  be  married  a  Delaware  girl  and  they  have  a  son  and 
daughter. 

Lester  T.  Cluise  lived  in  Margaretta  Township  until  his  marriage 
and  then  took  charge  of  his  wife's  niotlier's  farm  of  sixty-seven  acres 
in  Townsend  Townsliip  of  Huron  County.  At  Ihe  same  time  he  owned 
and  operated  twenty-seven  acres  of  his  own  ad.iacent  to  his  wife's  home. 
That  was  the  scene  of  his  successful  work  as  a  farmer  until  eight  years 
ago,  when  he  returned  to  Erie  County  and  bouglit  156  acres  in  Per- 
kins Townslii]).  In  1913,  having  sold  that  property,  he  bought  one  of 
tlu'  l)est  known  farms  in  Berlin  Township,  formerly  owned  by  John 
Hoak.  It  comiirises  seventy-five  acres,  not  far  from  Berlinville  and 
Berlin  Ileiglits.  At)out  ten  acres  of  fine  native  tiudier  make  one  of  the 
valuable  features  of  the  Weeping  Willow  Farm.  Mr.  Chase  has  suc- 
ceeded in  growing  everything  that  can  be  grown  profitably  in  this 
(•iiiiiatc,  and  lias  made  a   feature  of  jiotato  raising,  also  has  a  (irst-dass 
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aj)plc  orchard  and  about  two  acres  set  to  peaches.  His  home  is  a  large 
iiiiic-rooiii  house,  and  there  are  two  large  barns,  for  the  storage  and 
shelter  of  his  stock  and  grain.  Mr.  Chase  raises  good  grades  of  live 
stock,  and  feeds  nearly  all  the  product  of  his  fields  so  that  none  of  their 
fertility  is  lost. 

On  November  4,  1885,  in  Townsend  Township  of  Huron  County 
Mr.  Chase  married  Miss  Delia  L.  Owen.  Mrs.  Chase  was  born  in  that 
locality  January  14,  1866,  and  as  a  girl  attended  the  local  schools.  Her 
parents  were  Ilenry  and  Harriet  (Graham)  Owen,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York  State  and  came  when  young  to  Ohio  and  were 
married  in  Seneca  County.  Not  long  afterwards  they  moved  into  the 
wilds  of  Townsend  Township  in  Huron  County  where  they  secured 
si.xty-seven  acres  of  land  practically  untouched  by  plow  and  isolated 
from  the  civilization  around  them.  There  were  hardly  any  roads  to 
speak  of,  the  wolves  howled  at  the  door-  of  their  little  one-room  cabin, 
wild  game  was  plentiful,  and  out  of  those  conditions  the  industry  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  finally  evoked  a  substantial  and  valuable  farm. 
Mr.  Owen  died  there  in  1881  when  past  fifty-five  years  of  age  and  his 
widow,  who  was  born  April  17,  1836,  died  January  15,  1901.  They 
were  a  Methodist  family.  Mrs.  Chase  has  two  sisters :  Rosalia,  wife  of 
John  Tompkins,  of  Castalia;  and  Amelia  A.,  wife  of  Ernest  Benson, 
of  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

Mr.  anci  Mrs.  Chase  have  two  capable  and  vigorous  young  sons. 
Earl  J.,  born  January  12,  1887,  attended  the  Collins  High  School  and 
is  now  the  capable  manager  of  the  Nathan  Hoak  Farm  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship;  he  married  Eunice  JMcGill,  daughter  of  Warren  McGill  of  Mar- 
garetta  Township,  and  their  three  children  are  named  Doris  L,  Gerald 
B.  and  Mildred.  The  second  son,  Henry  M.,  born  March  31,  1892.  was 
similarily  educated,  and  is  now  giving  his  assistance  to  his  father  in 
the  management  of  the  homestead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chase  attend  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  they  are  both  members  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  and  in  polities  he  is  a  republican  voter. 

John  Huff.  The  development  of  such  an  attractive  rural  land- 
scape as  Berlin  Township  from  the  pioneer  conditions  which  prevailed 
there  within  the  memoiy  of  living  man  has  been  a  task  involving  the 
labors  of  many  successive  years  and  of  hundreds  of  individuals.  It  is 
a  comfortable  reflection  to  many  of  those  who  live  in  that  fine  district 
that  they  or  their  families  before  them  have  obeyed  the  scriptural  injunc- 
tion that  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow  shall  they  gain  their  bread.  This 
has  been  true  of  lb,-  TTuff  family,  and  John  Huff,  though  of  a  younger 
generation,  has  himself  increased  the  area  of  cultivation  and  in  winning 
a  comfortable  prosperity  has  made  the  section  in  which  he  lives  all  the 
better  for  those  that  come  after  him.  His  is  one  of  the  excellent  farms 
in  Berlin  Township,  located  on  Rural  Route  No.  2  out  of  Berlin  Heights. 

He  was  born  on  his  father's  old  farm  in  the  western  part  of  Berlin 
Township  June  27,  1860.  His  parents  were  Philip  and  Anna  Barbara 
(Gundlaeh)  Huff.  Both  of  these  worthy  people  were  born  in  Hesse 
Darmstadt,  Germany,  the  former  on  April  20,  1820,  and  the  latter  in 
April,  1827.  They  were  of  families  of  the  German  farming  class. 
Though  born  and  reared  in  the  same  country,  their  destinies  were  not 
united  until  they  came  to  America  by  different  routes  and  at  different 
times.  Philip  Huff  came  to  this  country  in  1844,  spending  seven  weeks 
on  the  voyage  from  Hamburg  to  New  York  City.  He  came  on  to  Cleve- 
land, went  up  the  lake  to  Huron  and  for  some  time  labored  as  a  farm 
hand  in  Huron  Township.  Several  years  later  Miss  Gundlaeh  had 
also  set  out  alone  from  Germany,  traveled  in  a  sailing  vessel  to  Quebec, 
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Canada,  thence  up  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and  Lake  Erie  to  Huron, 
Ohio,  and  in  that  township  these  two  people  first  became  acquainted 
and  were  married.  In  the  meantime  from  their  earnings  as  young  and 
industrious  Germans  both  had  furnished  means  for  otlier  members  of 
their  family  to  come  and  enjoy  the  advantages  of  American  citizenship. 
Mrs.  Huff's  parents  and  some  of  her  brothers  came  to  this  country  and 
Mr.  Huff'  furnished  the  means  by  which  his  brothers  John,  George  and 
Adam  were  able  to  enjoy  the  opportunities  of  the  New  World.  His 
brother  George  died  not  long  after  his  arrival,  while  Adam  died  in 
Pennsylvania,  having  prospered,  and  the  brother  John  is  still  living 
in  Michigan,  having  located  west  of  Adrian  and  is  a  wealthy  man,  being 
now  past  eighty  years  of  age. 

When  Philip  Huff  and  wife  were  married  they  were  exceedingly 
poor  and  only  by  the  hardest  work  got  far  enough  ahead  to  make  their 
first  investment  as  land  owners.  Their  first  ownershiji  comprised  eight 
acres  in  Berlin  Township  and  to  that  they  added  from  time  to  time 
until  they  had  a  farm  of  121  acres.  Philip  Huff  was  a  hard  worker  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  acquired  his  land  holdings  W'as  to  buy  a  small 
tract  of  uncleared  woodland,  and  after  several  seasons  of  hard  work 
he  had  it  in  cultivation,  had  paid  for  it,  and  was  soon  ready  to  try 
his  enterprise  on  another  tract.  In  the  meantime  he  had  built  a  good 
home,  and  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  years  in  comfort.  Philip 
Huff  died  on  his  farm  in  Erie  County  February  5,  1908.  His  widow 
subsequently  went  to  live  with  her  son  John  and  died  at  his  home  ilay 
5,  1912.  Philip  Huff  was  a  Lutheran  and  his  wife  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  democrat.  They  were  de- 
voted parents,  were  respected  citizens  and  reared  their  children  to  lives 
of  usefulness  and  honor.  Their  oldest  child,  Anna  B.,  who  died  in 
July,  1913,  was  a  mute  from  childhood  and  married  Samuel  McLanahan, 
who  still  lives  at  their  home  in  Findlay,  Ohio.  The  next  child,  Cather- 
ine, is  the  wife  of  Frank  Peters,  a  farmer  and  butcher  in  Jlilan  Town- 
ship. Mary  is  the  widow  of  Ephraim  Mills,  and  lives  at  New  Haven, 
Michigan,  and  has  two  sons  and  five  daughters  living,  and  lost  one  son 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three.  Lillie  is  the  wife  of  Henry  MeVetta,  farm- 
ers in  Milan  Township,  and  three  sons  and  four  daughters  were  born 
to  them,  one  of  the  daughters  dying  in  childhood. 

John  Huff,  who  was  next  to  the  youngest  in  this  family,  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Berlin  Township  and  though  starting  in  more  pros- 
perous circumstances  than  his  father  and  mother  has  largely  worked 
out  his  fortune  by  relying  on  his  own  efforts.  His  first  purchase  was 
twenty  acres  of  land  adjacent  to  his  father's  farm.  This  was  increased 
in  1903  when  he  bought  his  present  home  place  of  fifty-one  and  a  half 
acres  on  Central  State  Road,  and  he  has  improved  that  land  in  many 
ways,  having  a  substantial  eight-room  house  and  two  large  barns  just 
across  the  road  from  liis  dwelling.  At  a  later  time  lie  ac(|uired  his 
father's  farm  and  homestead,  and  his  land  holdings  now  comprise  192 
acres,  some  of  it  as  good  land  as  can  be  found  in  Erie  County.  Mr. 
•Huff  is  a  farmer  who  believes  in  practical  diversification.  As  a  stock 
man  he  keeps  the  best  hogs,  cattle  and  sheep,  and  has  also  given  con- 
siderable attention  to  fruit  growing,  having  aliout  400  peach  trees  and 
three  aci'es  of  apple  orchard. 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  Huff'  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Otto,  a  resident 
of  Berlin  Township,  though  she  was  born  in  Brownhehn  Township  of 
Lorain  County  August  21,  1871.  She  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Berlin  Township,  and  is  the  second  child  and  daugliter  of  Jacob  Otto, 
who  is  mentioned  on  oilier  pages  op  this  publication.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Huff  have  two  ,-liildivii:     l>liili|.  ().,  born  A]).-]]  18.  1897,  is  in  tlie  class 
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of  1916  in  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School.  John  Jacob,  born  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1905,  is  now  in  the  fifth  grade  of  the  public  schools.  Mrs. 
Huff,  who  is  a  devoted  mother  and  has  helped  her  husband  gain  his 
prosperity,  is  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  while  Mr. 
Huff  is  known  as  an  independent  democrat  in  his  political  activities. 

Charles  Lander.  More  than  sixty  years  ago  a  young  Englishman 
named  Lander  arrived  in  Erie  County.  The  only  possessions  he  could 
claim  were  the  clothes  he  wore  on  his  back.  His  name  was  William  C. 
Lander  and  he  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  England,  in  1830.  He  was 
an  only  child  and  his  parents  had  died  when  quite  small  and  his  years 
up  to  nineteen  were  spent  in  the  home  of  his  grandparents.  With  the 
spirit  of  adventure  strong  within  him,  with  a  determined  purpose  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  he  set  out  for  the  New  World  and  spent 
most  of  his  money  in  the  long  voyage  by  sailing  vessel  of  three  months 
between  England  and  New  York,  and  on  reaching  Ohio  first  located  at 
Akron.  The  next  two  years  did  not  greatly  improve  his  fortunes,  and 
when  he  arrived  in  Berlin  Township  it  was  as  a  common  laborer  that 
he  worked  for  a  farmer  named  West.  Industrious,  thrifty,  faithful  to 
the  discharge  of  every  responsibility,  he  was  the  type  of  young  man 
who  deserves  encouragement,  and  found  his  benefactor  in  W.  Henry 
Hine,  who  was  his  employer  for  six  years.  Mr.  Hine,  being  a  banker 
and  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Erie  County,  encouraged  the  young 
Englishman  to  buy  land,  offering  to  back  him  in  his  undertakings  until 
he  should  get  a  foothold  as  an  independent  farmer.  On  this  advice 
William  C.  Lander  first  bouglit  thirty  acres,  and  on  that  little  farm  his 
son  Charles  was  born.  While  employed  by  Mr.  Hine,  William  Lander 
married  Miss  Mary  Jane  Ceas,  who  was  also  an  employe  in  the  Hine 
household.  She  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  died  aged  fifty-three  on  the 
old  Lander  homestead.  After  their  first  successful  venture  as  independ- 
ent farmers,  William  C.  Lander  and  wife  bought  100  acres  a 
short  distance  north  of  the  first  farm,  and  it  was  on  that  place,  since 
known  as  the  old  Lander  homestead,  that  William  C.  Lander  spent  the 
rest  of  his  years.  He  died  there  November  10,  1913,  when  past  eighty- 
three  years  af  age.  In  the  meantime  he  had  secured  another  tract  of 
100  acres  of  farm  land,  and  that  is  now  the  home  of  his  son 
Charles.  William  C.  Lander  and  wife  had  two  children,  the  fir.st  being 
Charles  and  the  second  Miles.  The  latter  was  born  in  1870  and  is  now 
owner  and  occupies  the  old  Lander  homestead  in  Berlin  Township.  He 
married  Miss  Catherine  Oetzcl,  and  their  three  children  are  named 
Ellen,  William  and  Emma. 

Charles  Lander  was  liorn  on  liis  father's  farm,  the  first  mentioned 
above,  in  Berlin  Town.ship,  on  October  2,  1863.  He  now  has  the  second 
hundred  acres  secured  by  his  father,  located  on  the  Berlin  Township 
Line  Road,  and  one  of  the  best  improved  tracts  of  farm  land  in  Berlin 
Township.  Ten  acres  of  his  farm  is  a  fine  wood  of  native  timber.  Mr. 
Lander  has  a  large  and  comfortalile  ten-room  brick  house,  and  has  one 
of  the  largest  barns  found  in  Berlin  Township,  120  feet  long  and  37. 
feet  wide.  Mr.  Lander  took  possession  of  this  farm  home  in  1898  and 
had  previously  lived  on  the  Lander  homestead.  He  has  proved  his 
ability  as  a  thrifty  general  farmer,  is  a  man  of  substantial  education, 
and  gives  an  intelligent  direction  to  every  undertaking. 

In  Berlin  Township  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Ritz,  who  was  born 
in  the  old  log  cabin  home  on  her  father's  farm  in  Berlin  Township 
in  March,  1863,  and  grew  up  and  received  her  education  in  this  locality, 
where  she  lived  until  her  marriage.  Her  father  is  John  Ritz.  Sr.,  one 
of  the  capable  citizens  of  Erie  County,  and  a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
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on  other  pages.  Jlr.  and  ilrs.  Lander  have  two  children,  Edward,  born 
February  22,  1888,  on  the  old  Lander  homestead,  was  educated  in  the 
piiltlic  schools  and  is  now  livinsr  at  Ceylon  Junction  in  Erie  County. 
He  niarriccl  Elizjibctli  Xuhii  of  Vermilion  Township  and  they  have  two 
chililrrn  luiincd  llcrlx-rt  and  Cliarb's.  John,  the  younger  son,  was  born 
Sfptcinbcr  19,  ISi)!),  has  finished  liis  education  and  is  still  living  at  home. 
Mr.  Lander  and  his  sons  are  independent  republicans. 

L.\F.\YETTft  BuRDUE.  Fully  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  Hui-iliic^ 
became  identified  with  Erie  County.  The  family  is  of  Prencli  ciii'_:iii. 
and  like  many  of  the  early  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  old  Western  l\'isri\ . 
they  came  from  Connecticut.  The  work  of  practically  three  succcssiM- 
generations  of  the  family  has  been  accomplished  in  this  region,  and  there 
are  many  things  that  can  be  a.ssociated  with  the  name  to  the  credit  and 
honor  of  the  individual  members. 

One  of  the  first  representatives  of  the  family  to  come  to  this  country 
was  John  Burdue.  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  whose  grandson,  Lafay- 
ette Burdue,  has  long  operated  a  small  fruit  and  general  farm  in  Berlin 
Township  on  Rural  Route  No.  2  out  of  Berlin  Heights.  John  Burdue 
came  to  Vermilion  Township  a  young  man.  making  the  .iourney  with 
wagons  and  ox  teams  and  accompanied  ))y  his  brothers  and  sisters.  At 
Cleveland  the  si.sters  took  passage  on  a  boat  while  the  brothers  drove 
through  with  theii-  wagons  and  teams  to  Vermilion  township.  This  was 
about  the  time  of  the  War  of  1812.  Of  those  who  came  here  the  follow- 
ing are  given  record:  John.  Nathaniel  and  Rebecca.  Rebecca  married 
Ephraim  Mingus.  Nathaniel  also  married,  and  all  of  them  lived  and 
died  in  Erie  and  Huron  counties.  John  Biirdue,  the  grandfather,  was 
married  in  Vermilion  to  Rebecca  Cudaback  of  Pennsylvania  German 
parentage,  who  came  in  the  veiy  early  days  with  her  parents  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  Vermilion.  Some  time  after  their  man-iage  and  after  the 
birth  of  three  children  they  moved  to  Townsend  Township  in  Erie 
County,  where  they  bought  fifty  acres  of  heavily  wooded  land.  Like  their 
neighbors,  then  sparsely  settled  over  that  country,  they  erected  a  rough 
log  cabin,  and  devoted  many  years  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation 
of  their  farm.  Subsequently  they  moved  to  Lorain  County,  where  John 
Burdue  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  a  short  time  before  the  Civil 
war.  His  widow  died  at  Weston  in  Henry  County,  Ohio,  when  past 
eighty.  Their  early  home  in  Huron  County  was  in  the  midst  of  timber 
noted  for  its  great  size.  It  is  recalled  that  a  chestnut  tree  that  stood 
near  the  home  was  eleven  feet  in  diameter,  and  there  were  many  other 
giants  of  the  forest  on  their  land.  Before  they  left  the  county  they  had 
cleared  a  large  part  of  this  farm,  and  in  this  way  perforaied  an  impor- 
tant share  of  the  heavy  pioneer  labni-.  John  and  Rebecca  Burdue  were 
the  parents  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters:  (leorge.  Fred  and  Nancy, 
who  were  born  in  Vermilion  Township  of  Erie  Connt,\- :  ^largaret.  Wil- 
liam and  Hein-y.  who  were  born  in  Huron  County.  .\11  tlicsc  grew  up 
and  married  and  had  childr(>n  of  their  own,  and  arc  now   drci'ased. 

Cieorge  Burdue.  father  of  Lafayette  Burdue.  was  born  -Vugust  19. 
1828.  spent  his  early  life  in  Townsend  Townsliip  of  Huron  County,  and 
was  there  married  to  Betsy  E.  Robison,  nee  Studley,  who  was  born  in 
Richland  Coimtv.  Ohio,  in  Mav.  1817.  She  died  in  Huron  County  April 
20,  inn2.  while' her  husband  passed  away  December  20th  of  the  same 
vear.  She  had  been  reared  in  Richland  County  and  was  there  when  the 
historic  cyclone  devastated  that  section  and  perform(>d  so  man\-  remark- 
able freaks  with  people  and  homes. 

After  their  marriage  George  Burdur  and  wife  hiratcd  on  a  I'ann  in 
Townsend  Township,  and  oporatcd  that  small  rslatr  the  rest  of  tJH'ir 
livrs.     Thrv  wnv  mnabr.'s  oT  tli.'   M.'lliodist    K|>is,-opal   Church  and   he 
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was  a  democrat.  Their  children :  James  N.,  who  died  after  his  marriage 
and  left  one  son;  Percy,  who  died  after  his  marriage;  Franklin,  who  is 
a  widower  now  living  in  Gallon  and  has  two  sons,  James  and  Hughy; 
Lafayette;  Sarah  Almina,  who  is  the  wife  of  Bion  Ames  of  Townsend 
Township,  a  farmer  there,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Ella  and  Ina ; 
Newton,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  and  Nelson,  who  died  at 
eighteen  months  old. 

It  was  in  Townsend  Township  of  Huron  County  that  Lafayette  Bur- 
due  was  born  Deeeinlier  '■',,  1850.  His  youth  was  spent  in  that  section, 
where  he  attended  tlic  |iiil)lic  scIukiIs,  mid  hnviiii:'  ln'cdinc  thoroughly 
acciuainted  with  fariniiii;-  ciiliriiiisr  sulis.(|iii'ntly  iidnplcd  lliat  as  a  per- 
iiianeiit  vocation,  tliou*;!!  lie  :\\st>  worked  :it  a  1iade.  :is  will  he  iiientionod. 
In  November,  I.SST.  .Mi-.  Iliinliie  cinie  1,,  I'liie  Cmnty  .iiid  I -lit  twenty- 
five  acres  on  tin-  Strife  i;ii:i(l  in  I'.erlin  'riiwiiship  wesi  ef  i '>ei-linville. 
There  are  many  elianevs  and  inipniveiiieiits  that  can  be  emlite,!  |(,  his 
enterprise  since  he  occupieil  the  farm,  and  a  portion  of  it  luis  luen  set 
to  fruit.  While  the  farm  is  not  large,  it  has  been  so  inlellii;eiilly  man- 
aged as  to  atford  a  good  home  and  a  means  for  the  ample  support  of 
hiniself  and  famil.y.  His  farm  is  the  old  Oliver  Peak  home.  In  his 
eail,\  ni.inliood  Mr.  Burdue  learned  the  mason's  trade,  having  served  an 
ai>preiiti<esliip  of  three  years  under  William  Ames,  and  thereafter  fol- 
lowed that  as  a  vocation  conjointlj'  with  farming  until  about  ten  years 
ago.  He  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  capable  workers  with  stone, 
brick  and  plaster. 

In  Milan  Township  of  Erie  County  Mr  T.iirdne  nmrried  :\latilda  A. 
Gambee,  who  was  bom  in  that  townsliij)  M:iy  s,  isril.  and  was  reared 
and  educated  there.  She  was  a  thrifty  and  devoted  eomiianion  until  her 
death  on  January  10,  1915.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  that  is  also  the  church  home  of  Mr.  Burdue.  In  politics 
he  is  a  democrat,  and  has  affiliations  with  several  orders.  He  belongs  to 
Erie  Lodge  at  Milan  of  the  Masonic  Order,  to  Edison  Chapter  No.  112, 
R.  A.  M.,  at  Milan,  to  the  Chapter  of  Eastern  Star,  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  at  Milan.  Mr.  and  ilrs.  Burdue  united 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  IMilan  in  1911. 

Geokge  L.  Sprankel.  The  quiet  life  and  substantial  accomplish- 
ments of  the  farmer  have  been  the  lot  of  George  L.  Sprankel.  though 
for  a  number  of  years  he  was  also  engaged  in  business  as  a  dealer  in 
general  implements.  By  his  enterprise  he  has  accumulated  sufficient 
against  the  days  that  are  to  come,  and  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held 
is  not  less  than  his  material  accomplishments.  He  is  now  retiring  from 
business  as  an  implement  dealer. 

The  home  of  Mr.  Sprankel  and  family  comprises  110  acres  of  farm 
land  at  Shinrock.  The  farm  is  well  inipvoved  with  two  sets  of  build- 
ings. It  is  land  of  the  highest  fertility,  with  clay  subsoil,  and  capable 
of  growing  large  and  abundant  yields  of  corn,  wheat,  oats  and  potatoes. 
Mr.  Sprankel  usually  plants  from  eight  to  ten  acres  of  potatoes  and  gets 
a  yield  as  high  as  300  bushels  per  acre.  He  also  cultivates  clover  and 
has  seme  excellent  pasturage.  Most  of  his  land  is  thoroughly  under- 
drained.  He  gives  his  attention  to  only  the  better  grades  of  stock.  He 
has  a  large  and  comfortable  home  in  the  Village  of  Shinrock,  and  his 
house  has  been  virtually  rebuilt  since  he  first  took  possession.  His  home 
has  been  in  Shinrock  for  sixteen  years. 

George  L.  Sprankel  was  born  in  Erie  County  February  18,  1865,  and 
has  spent  practically  all  his  life  in  the  Township  of  Berlin.  With  the 
exception  of  twenty  years  spent  as  a  farm  implement  dealer  he  has 
devoted  all  his  time  and  attention  since  reaching  manhood  to  farming. 
His  parents  were  H(>nry  and  Elizalieth   (Zeller)  Sprankel,  and  complete 
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information  regarding  that  old  and  honored  name  in  Erie  County 
will  be  found  on  other  pages.  Mr.  Sprankel  was  reared  in  a  good  home 
and  educated  sufficiently  to  handle  business  affairs  and  to  make  him 
known  as  a  man  of  intelligence  and  of  general  information.  The  habits 
of  thrift  and  industry  to  which  he  was  trained  as  a  boy  have  served 
him  especially  well  in  his  business  career. 

Mr.  Sprankel  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to  ^liss  Anna  K. 
Homan,  who  was  born  in  Germany  forty-eight  years  ago,  and  both  her 
parents  died  there  when  she  was  young.  She  came  to  this  country 
when  seventeen  j-ears  of  age,  and  for  several  years  made  her  own  v-ay 
in  the  world,  and  well  deserves  the  comforts  of  a  good  home  and  has 
proved  a  devoted  mother  and  an  excellent  helpmate  to  her  husband. 
They  have  a  family  of  three  children.  Amelia,  who  was  educated  in 
the  grade  schools  of  Berlin  Township  and  is  still  at  home;  George, 
aged  twelve,  and  now  in  the  eighth  grade  of  the  public  schools;  and 
Fred  H.,  also  in  school.  jMr.  and  Mrs.  Sprankel  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  in  polities  he  is  an  independent  voter  though 
he  gives  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party. 

TuTTLE  Youngs.  One  of  the  most  purposclul  and  productive  lives 
spent  within  the  limits  of  Erie  County  was  that  of  the  late  Tuttle 
Youngs,  who  was  born  at  Sempronius,  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  Jan- 
uary 20,  1832,  and  died  on  his  beautiful  estate  near  Shinrock  in  Berlin 
Township  June  7,  1896,  when  in  his  sixty-fifth  year.  Along  with  the 
industry  and  enterprise  which  secures  the  best  in  material  affairs,  he 
had  the  sincere  and  high  minded  character  which  illuminates  the  life 
of  a  man  in  whatever  sphere  he  expends  his  labors. 

His  parents  were  thrifty,  hard  working  and  honorable  farming 
people  of  New  York  State,  and  from  them  he  doubtless  inherited  many 
of  the  admirable  qualities  which  were  exemplified  in  his  own  career. 
His  parents  were  James  W.  and  Roxanna  (Tuttle)  Youngs,  both  natives 
of  New  York  State.  His  mother  was  a  sister  of  Nathan  Tuttle,  whose 
sou,  Hudson  Tuttle,  gained  distinction  not  only  in  Ohio  but  elsewhere 
as  an  author  and  lecturer.  The  parents  of  Tuttle  Youngs  spent  their 
lives  in  New  York  State  and  were  quite  old  when  they  died. 

Growing  up  in  his  native  state,  Tuttle  Youngs  received  a  moderate 
amount  of  schooling  and  was  trained  to  farm  work  under  the  direction 
of  liis  father  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  then  came  out  to  Ohio,  early 
in  the  '50s,  and  found  work  at  the  carpenter  trade  for  a  time,  and  then 
entered  the  emploj'  of  Isaac  T.  Reynolds,  one  of  the  best  known  farm- 
ers and  successful  old  time  citizens  of  Erie  County,  now  deceased.  After 
seVen  years  of  steady  employment,  in  which  he  commended  himself  not 
only  to  his  employer  but  to  the  respect  of  the  community,  he  was  induced 
by  Henry  Hine,  an  extensive  land  owner,  to  pui-chase  a  farm,  since 
Mr.  Hine  was  much  impressed  by  the  ability  and  worth  of  the  young 
man  and  was  willing  to  help  him  in  getting  a  start.  After  he  had  worked 
and  paid  for  his  first  tract  of  seventy-eight  acres,  he  found  a  capable 
helpmate  in  a  young  woman  of  that  community,  a  member  of  one  of 
Eric  County's  oldest  and  most  prominent  families,  and  together  they 
started  the  improvements  which  have  since  eventuated  in  one  of  the 
most  l)eautiful  farms  to  be  found  in  Erie  County.  This  farm  is  now 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Youngs,  with  her  son  as  its  capable  manager.  In  the 
course  of  his  lifetime  the  late  Mr.  Youngs  put  nearly  all  his  land  under 
the  plow,  and  erected  fine  farm  buiklings,  including  a  modern  eight- 
room  house.  Hardly  any  land  in  the  county  shows  siiperior  soil,  and 
it  has  been  thoroughly  drained  and  l)rought  to  the  highest  degree  of 
pro(hictivi'iioss.      At   this   woi-k    for   many  years   .Mr.   Youngs  contiiuicd 
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his  active  career,  and  was  not  only  a  large  crop  grower  but  always  kept 
good  stock  and  exercised  the  utmost  care  in  its  handling. 

In  his  political  actions  he  was  a  republican.  1iiit  consented  to  hold 
only  one  oflicial  position,  that  of  township  tnistic  for  several  terms.  He 
was  a  Christian  in  the  principle  of  conduct  riitlui'  iliaii  by  creed.  He 
was  very  domestic,  and  his  home  was  the  central  point  of  his  life's  inter- 
ests and  affections.  From  the  time  of  his  marriage  it 'is  said  that  he 
was  never  absent  from  home  or  his  wife  a  single  night,  excepting  when 
he  at  one  time  took  a  trip  to  Chicago. 

On  January  31,  1861,  Tuttle  Youngs  and  Miss  J\lary  Ann  Sprowl 
were  united  in  marriage.  She  had  lived  up  to  that  time  in  Huron  Town- 
ship, and  was  a  sister  of  Thomas  Sprowl,  cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Huron.  Mrs.  Youngs  was  born  December  17,  1840,  and  re- 
ceived her  early  training  and  education  in  the  schools  of  Huron  and 
Berlin  townships,  and  has  spent  nearly  all  her  life  within  a  mile  or  so 
of  her  present  lieautiful  home. 

A  great  deal  might  be  written  about  tlie  Youngs  place,  known  as 
Maple  Street  Home.  The  township  has  no  better  developed  or  more 
attractive  property  than  this.  It  takes  its  name  from  the  beautiful 
avenue  of  maples  which  in  their  stiirdy  grace  and  beauty  comprise  a 
monument  to  the  late  Tuttle  Youngs.  He  set  them  out  along  the  road 
in  1862  and  since  then  they  have  grown  into  large  and  beautiful  trees. 
In  April,  1861,  a  few  weeks  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Youngs  spent  his 
last  50  cents  after  getting  established  in  his  new  home  to  buy  two 
cherry  trees.  These  he  planted  in  the  front  yard,  and  for  fifty-four 
years  one  of  these  has  stood,  blossoming  and  bearing  fruit  almost  every 
season,  Only  recently  a  Avind  storm  destroj^ed  the  companion  tree. 
In  the  first  year  following  their  marriage  Mr.  Youngs  worked  from  day- 
light often  far  into  the  night  getting  his  land  cleared  up  and  his  home 
satisfactorily  improved,  and  his  loyal  wife  was  a  constant  source  of 
encouragement  as  well  as  practical  aid  to  him  in  all  his  efforts. 

Mrs.  Youngs  represents  some  of  the  oldest  estalilished  families  in 
Erie  County  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Betsey  J.  (Miller) 
Sprowl.  Her  father  was  born  in  New  Jersey  March  25,  1813,  and  came 
to  Erie  County  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  locating  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  present  Berlin  Heights.  His  wife  had  the  distinction  of  having 
been  born  at  Berlin  Heights  ilarch  3,  1819.  After  their  marriage  they 
settled  in  a  little  frame  house  which  he  had  built  on  a  clearing  com- 
pletely surrounded  by  heavy  timbers.  There  he  lived  and  worked  and 
after  an  active  and  honorable  career  died  December  8,  1884,  followed 
by  his  wife  on  August  13,  1896.  Their  efforts  had  succeeded  in  clearing 
away  and  putting  in  cidtivation  fifty  acres  of  fine  land  and  their  later 
years  were  spent  in  comfort  and  with  every  convenience  which  they 
could  desire.  Both  were  members  of  the  Christian  Church  and  in  pol- 
ities he  was  a  republican  and  a  man  highly  respected  because  of  his 
dominant  characteristics  of  fulfilling  to  the  utmost  letter  and  spirit 
every  promise  he  made. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Youngs  became  the  parents  of  one  son.  Jay  Reynolds, 
who  was  born  February  10,  1867.  He  was  carefully  reared  and  edu- 
cated, attending  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School  and  has  always  lived 
on  the  home  farm  and  since  the  death  of  his  father  has  carried  forward 
its  improvements  and  its  cultivation  with  a  generous  degree  of  success. 
He  married  Sabina  Ritz,  a  daughter  of  John  Ritz,  one  of  Erie  County's 
well  known  citizens.  She  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Berlin 
Township.  They  have  one  daughter,  Mylitta.  the  only  grandchild  of 
Mrs.  Youngs,  and  born  November  3,  1900,  and  now  a  student  in  the  Ber- 
lin Ileiglits  High  School.     The  son  is  a  republican  voter. 
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J.  Philip  Bembower.  The  name  Bembower  during  the  past  thirty- 
five  years  has  acquired  some  substantial  associations  with  the  prosperous 
agricultural  community  of  Berlin  Township.  Mr.  Bembower,  though  a 
native  of  Ohio,  belongs  to  a  thrifty  and  substantial  German  family, 
and  as  a  farmer  and  citizen  has  lived  up  to  the  best  traditions  and  repu- 
tation of  this  fine  class  of  people. 

Born  in  the  City  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  29,  18-19,  J.  Philip  Bem- 
bower is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Caroline  (Studt)  Bembower.  His  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  Abraham  Studt,  who  came  with  his  wife  in  the 
early  '50s  to  America  and  lived  and  died  in  Cleveland,  passing  away 
at  the  home  of  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Bembower,  Abraham  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  After  Peter  Bem- 
bower and  wife  were  married  they  left  Germany  in  1846,  spent  several 
weeks  on  the  ocean  in  a  sailing  vessel,  and  from  New  York  City  pro- 
ceeded by  rail  as  far  as  Buffalo  and  thence  by  boat  down  Lake  Erie 
to  Cleveland.  They  bought  a  little  farm  east  of  the  then  City  of  Cleve- 
land, but  it  is  now  all  incorporated  within  the  limits  and  every  acre 
is  covered  by  houses.  In  the  present  city  the  limits  of  the  old  Bembower 
farm  are  marked  by  St.  Clair  and  East  Fifty-fifth  streets  and  north  to 
the  lake.  On  that  homestead  Peter  Bembower  and  his  wife  lived  for 
many  years,  improved  the  land  and  subsequently  divided  and  sold  many 
lots  therefrom.  The  mother  died  there  in  July,  1880,  when  about 
three  score  years  old,  and  the  father  subsequently  came  to  visit  his  sou  in 
Berlin  Township  and  died  there  on  January  4,  1888,  when  in  his  sixty- 
ninth  year.  lie  and  his  wife  and  his  wife's  parents  are  all  buried  in  tbe 
"Woodland  Cemetery  in  Cleveland.  All  were  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  and  the  father  was  a  democrat  in  polities.  The  children  were : 
Mary,  who  married  Philip  Venter,  who  died  in  January,  1915,  in  Huron 
County,  and  she  died  June  30,  1915.  The  next  child  in  order  of  birth 
was  J.  Philip:  John,  now  deceased,  married  Minnie  Bollenbacher,  who 
is  also  deceased,  and  their  two  children,  Henry  and  Emma,  are  both  mar- 
ried and  living  in  Ohio.  Elizabeth  is  still  unmarried  and  lives  in  Cleve- 
land ;  Nicholas  went  to  Alaska,  and  while  there  was  lost  in  the  glaciers, 
being  about  fifty  years  of  age  at  the  time  and  a  bachelor;  Carrie,  who 
lives  in  Cleveland,  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Gessner,  and  has  two  daughters 
and  two  sons. 

In  what  was  then  known  as  Ea.st  Cleveland  J.  Philip  Bembower 
spent  his  early  youtli,  and  attended  the  public  schools.  His  first  regu- 
lar work  was  as  a  carpenter,  a  trade  which  he  followed  until  he  came 
to  Berlin  Township  in  1877,  and  bought  the  fine  farm  he  now  occupies 
on  the  Norwalk  Road  near  Berlinville.  His  farm  comprises  ninety-two 
acres,  all  of  it  improved  and  with  substantial  buildings,  comprising  a 
I'ed  bank  barn,  30  by  63  feet,  and  24  feet  high,  and  five  other  sheds  and 
cribs.  His  home  is  one  of  the  most  comfortable  dwellings  in  that  part 
of  the  county,  a  two-.story  eleven-room  house  and  surrounding  these 
buildings  is  an  orchard  of  four  acres,  set  to  peaches,  apples,  cherries 
and  pears.  Mr.  Bembower  has  made  a  success  as  a  farmer,  and  raises 
g(!n(M-al  crops  and  keeps  good  stock. 

In  the  City  of  Cleveland  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Bollenbacher, 
who  was  born  in  1852  in  Lime  Township  of  Huron  County  and  was 
reared  and  educated  there,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Catherine  Bol- 
lenbacher, who  were  born  in  Prussia,  (iermany,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  w-heii  young  people.  They  were  married  in  Lime  Township  and 
start etl  housekeeping  there  on  a  farm.  They  died  in  Lime  Township, 
her  father  in  1860  and  her  mother  in  1873,  when  still  in  middle  life. 
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They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  her  father  was  a 
democrat.  All  the  six  children  in  the  Bollenbacher  family  are  still 
living  and  are  married,  their  names  being  Jacob,  Charles,  Dorothy,  Mrs. 
Bembower,  Henry  and  William.  They  live  in  Huron  County  with  the 
exception  of  Mrs.  Bembower,  and  "William  is  a  hardware  merchant  at 
Bellevue. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bembower  are  the  parents  of  four  children.  Their 
daughter  Augusta,  who  like  the  others  received  good  advantages  in  the 
local  schools,  is  living  at  home.  Charles  is  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Township 
and  married  Louisa  Gross  of  Norwalk.  John  is  living  at  home  and  is 
assisting  in  the  management  of  the  farm.  William  graduated  from  the 
Norwalk  High  School  in  1906,  subsequently  took  his  degree  from  the 
State  University  at  Columbus  in  1911,  then  became  a  teacher  and  was 
identified  with  his  work  as  a  missionary  teacher  in  India  for  four 
years.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
and  Mr.  Bembower  and  his  sons  are  democrats  though  often  independent 
voters. 

John  Romell.  What  all  men  aspire  to — a  long  and  prosperous 
career,  one  filled  with  satisfying  accomplishments  of  a  material  nature, 
the  acquisition  of  standing  and  esteem  in  the  community,  a  good  home 
and  honorable  and  useful  children — is  the  achievement  which  serves  to 
give  special  distinction  to  John  Romell,  who  owns  and  occupies  one 
of  the  fine  rural  homes  close  in  to  the  Village  of  Berlin  Heights.  Mr. 
Romell,  though  he  has  lived  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  century, 
is  still  active  and  has  a  promise  of  many  years  of  usefulness  before  him, 
a  promise  which  his  many  friends  and  acquaintances  hope  will  be 
realized. 

A  native  of  Germany,  John  RomcU  was  liorn  in  Prussia  July  1-1, 
1838,  of  old  German  stock  and  ancestry.  His  father,  John  Romell,  Sr., 
was  a  mason  by  trade,  and  died  as  a  result  of  overwork  when  fifty 
years  of  age.  Some  years  after  John  Romell  came  to  the  United 
States  his  mother  died  in  the  old  country  more  than  four  score  years 
of  age. 

Of  this  family  the  only  one  to  identify  himself  with  the  United 
States  is  ilr.  Romell  of  Berlin  Heights.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
started  out  alone,  saying  farewell  to  home  and  associations  of  his  youth 
and  embarking  at  Bremen  and  after  a  rough  sea  voyage  of  more  than 
nine  weeks  was  landed  in  New  York  City.  After  reaching  Erie  County 
he  found  work  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  vicinity  of  Castalia.  An  evident 
willingness  and  capacity  for  hard  work  was  his  chief  recommendation 
to  those  who  employed  him,  but  for  several  years  he  commanded  only 
the  usual  wages  prevailing  for  such  labor,  from  $6  to  $10  per  month. 
Along  with  wholesome  characteristics  he  had  the  habit  of  saving,  and 
after  a  few  years,  in  1863,  increased  his  obligations  and  responsibilities 
by  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Alvatear.  Mrs.  Romell  was  born  in  Ger- 
many seventy-two  years  ago,  and  when  nine  years  of  age  came  to  this 
country  and  to  Erie  County,  and  up  to  the  time  of  her  marriage  was 
employed  as  a  domestic  in  the  homes  of  people  in  the  Castalia  neighbor- 
hood. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Romell  bought  his  first  farm,  comprising 
forty  acres,  in  the  vicinity  of  Castalia,  but  some  years  afterward  bought 
another  place  in  Huron  County,  and  conducted  it  until  1891.  He  then 
came  to  the  Village  of  Berlin  Heights  and  for  five  years  was  well  known 
to  that  community  as  proprietor  of  a  popular  hotel.  In  1896  he  bought 
thirty-four  acres  half  a  mile  east  of  the  village,  and  still  owns  that  farm, 
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which  has  some  excellent  improvements  comprising  a  good  house  and 
barns  and  an"  orchard  of  fruit  trees.  In  1905  iMr.  Romell  bought 
thirty  acres  nearby  and  part  of  it  just  outside  the  village  limits  of 
Berlin  Heights.  This  is  his  present  home,  and  he  lives  there  surrounded 
with  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  which  make  life  pleasant.  For 
many  years  he  has  had  a  reputation  as  a  successful  grower  of  the  staple 
crops,  including  corn,  wheat,  oats  and  potatoes. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Romell  have  lived  together  as  man  and  wife  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  and  in  that  time  their  home  has  been  blessed 
with  the  coming  of  a  number  of  children,  sis  of  whom  are  still 
living.  Orin  is  a  farmer  near  his  father's  home  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship and  was  married  but  lost  his  wife;  William  lives  on  a  farm  near 
Shinrock,  in  Berlin  Township,  and  his  children  are  Mrs.  I\Iabel  Hine, 
George  and  Louise;  John,  Jr.  is  a  farmer  near  Berlin  Heights  and 
has  two  children,  Leona  and  Edward;  Peter  lives  with  his  father  and 
is  still  unmarried;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Conlen,  who  is 
proprietor  of  a  summer  resort  at  Put-In  Bay,  on  Lake  Erie,  and  they 
have  an  adopted  daughter  named  Mamie;  Libbie  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Sutton,  cashier  of  a  savings  bank  at  Chicago  Junction,  Ohio,  and  their 
three  children  are  Howard  E.,  Harry  and  Symera.  Mr.  Romell  and 
his  sons  are  republican  voters.  The  family  belong  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Alv.v  a.  St.  John.  A  native  of  the  township  in  which  he  still  main- 
tains his  home,  Mr.  St.  John  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  prominent 
and  honored  pioneer  families  of  Perkins  Township  and  has  himself 
long  been  numbered  among  the  substantial  and  influential  farmers  and 
stock-growers  of  his  native  county,  where  it  may  consistently  be  said 
that  his  circle  of  friends  is  coincident  with  that  of  his  acquaintances. 

On  tlie  old  homestead  farm  of  his  father  in  Perkins  Township  Alva 
A.  St.  John  was  born  on  the  6th  of  December,  1848,  so  that  he  is  rapidly 
approaching  the  age  of  three  score  years  and  ten,  though  with  virtually 
unimpaired  vigor  of  both  mind  and  l)ody  and  with  unabnted  interest  in 
tlic  iii;iii:mi'ment  of  his  fine  farm  and  in  the  general  affairs  of  the  com- 
munity. He  is  a  son  of  James  B.  and  Emmeretta  (Mills)  St.  John,  both 
of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  which  had 
original  domination  over  the  fine  old  "Western  Reserve  in  Ohio,  of 
which  Erie  County  is  an  integral  part.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  review  was  Burchard  St.  John,  and  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  sterling  old  family  that  was  founded  in  New  England  in  the 
colonial  era  of  our  national  history. 

James  B.  St.  John  and  his  father  both  came  from  Connecticut  in  an 
early  day  to  number  Iheiiiselves  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  They  established  their  home  in  the  midst  of  the  virgin 
forests  of  Erie  County,  and  were  numbered  among  the  very  early  set- 
tlers of  wliat  is  now  Perkins  Township,  where  they  literally  hewed 
out  productive  farms  from  the  forest  wilds.  Burchard  St.  John  and  his 
wife  having  lieen  venerable  and  honored  pioneer  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship and  comity  at  the  time  of  their  death.  James  B.  St.  John  endured 
the  full  tension  of  arduous  labor  and  hardships  incidental  to  the  pioneer 
days  and  by  energy  and  indefatigable  industry  he  eventually  became 
one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Perkins  Township,  wliere  he  was  in- 
fluential in  community  affairs  and  was  respected  for  his  ability  and  his 
invincible  integrity  in  all  of  the  relations  of  life.  He  passed  away  at 
a  venerable  age,  as  did  his  wife,  their  memory  being  revered  by  all 
who  came  within  the  sphere  of  her  gentle  influence.  Of  the  two  chil- 
dren who  still  .survive  the  honored  parents  the  subject  of  this  review  is 
the  younger,  and  the  sister,  Mary  E.,  who  still  resides  in  Perkins  To\vn- 
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ship,  is  the  widow  of  William  Hart,  who  was  one  of  the  successful 
farmers  of  this  part  of  the  county. 

Alva  A.  St.  John  has  been  a  resident  of  Perkins  Township  from 
the  time  of  his  birth  and  his  early  education  was  gained  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Erie  County.  His  fealty  and  allegiance  to  the  great 
basic  industry  of  agriculture  have  never  faltered  and  he  has  long  held 
prestige  as  one  of  its  progressive  and  successful  representatives  in  his 
native  county,  his  attractive  homestead  farm,  not  far  distant  from  the 
City  of  Sandusky,  comprising  121  acres  of  most  fertile  land,  all  main- 
tained under  effective  cultivation,  and  the  buildings  and  other  perma- 
nent improvements  on  the  place  being  of  excellent  order, — tangible 
evidences  of  thrift  and  prosperity. 

Though  he  has  had  no  ambition  for  political  ofSce  Mr.  St.  John  has 
always  stood  stanch  forth  as  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen  and 
has  been  unswerving  in  his  advocacy  and  support  of  the  cause  of  the 
republican  party.  He  attends  and  supports  Calvary  Church,  Protestant 
Episcopal,  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  of  which  his  wife  is  a  devoted  com- 
municant, their  attractive  home  being  a  favored  rendezvous  for  their 
host  of  friends  in  this  favored  section  of  the  old  Buckeye  State. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1871,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  St.  John  to  Jliss  Fannie  Devlin,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Huron 
Township,  this  county,  a  daughter  of  Walter  and  Jane  (Foster)  Devlin, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  both  of  whom  were  residents 
for  many  years  of  Erie  County,  where  they  established  their  home  in 
the  pioneer  days  and  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  their  death. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  St.  John  have  four  children,  concerning  whom  the  fol- 
lowing brief  record  is  entered  in  conclusion  of  this  review:  Mary  E. 
is  the  wife  of  Burton  Pelton,  and  they  reside  in  the  City  of  Sandusky, 
as  does  also  Jane,  who  is  the  wife  of  Roy  Wiggins;  and  Ayers  and 
James  are  associated  in  the  general  work  and  management  of  the  old 
homestead  farm. 

'  WiLLi.\M  Hart.  In  studying  a  clear-cut,  sane  and  well  ordered 
career  such  as  that  of  the  late  William  Hart,  there  is  no  need  for  indi- 
rection or  puzzling,  for  his  character  was  the  positive  expression  of  a 
noble  and  loyal  nature  and  he  marked  the  passing  years  with  large 
and  worthy  achievement  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor,  though  entirely 
free  from  ostentation  and  self-seeking.  He  was  signally  true  in  all  of 
the  relations  of  life  and  was  resident  of  Erie  County  for  many  years 
before  his  death,  which  occurred  at  his  fine  farmstead  home,  in  Perkins 
Township,  on  the  16th  of  November,  1907.  He  was  one  of  the  sturdy 
and  honored  representatives  of  the  sterling  class  of  German  agricultur- 
ists who  have  contributed  much  to  the  civic  and  industrial  development 
and  progress  of  Erie  County,  and  his  character  and  accomplishment 
render  most  consistent  the  entering  of  this  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a 
good  man  and  useful  citizen. 

Mr.  Hart  was  born  in  Germany  in  the  year  1831  and  there  received 
his  early  education.  When  about  nineteen  years  of  age  he  severed  the 
ties  that  bound  him  to  home  and  Fatherland  and  set  forth  to  seek  his 
fortunes  in  America,  to  which  country  he  came  without  more  than 
nominal  financial  resources  but  admirably  fortified  in  energy,  ambition 
and  resolute  purpose.  After  remaining  for  a  time  in  the  State  of  New 
York  Mr.  Hart  came  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Milan  Town- 
ship, where  he  eventiially  became  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  and  where 
he  maintained  his  residrnrc  iii;niy  years  and  where  he  reared  a  large 
family  of  children,  lie  1iiKill>  disposed  of  his  Milan  Township  farm 
and    "removed    to    Perkins    Township,    where    he    purchased    the    well 
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improved  farm  wliicli  coiiliiui.'d  to  br  liis  pUwc  of  residence  until  the 
close  of  his  life. 

As  a  young  man  Air.  Hart  wedded  Jliss  Jjouisa  'Hess,  and  they 
reared  a  large  family  of  children,  many  of  whom  still  survive  the 
honored  parents  and  continued  their  residence  in  Erie  County.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Hart  married  Miss  Mary  E.  St.  John,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Perkins  Townsliip  and  who  is  representative  of 
one  of  the  early  pioneer  families  of  Erie  County.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  James  B.  and  Emmeretta  (Mills)  St.  John,  both  of  whom  were  born 
and  reared  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  representatives  of  sterling 
colonial  families  of  New  England.  James  B.  St.  John  and  his  father, 
Burchard  St.  John,  came  from  Connecticut  in  an  early  day  to  number 
themselves  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  historic  Western  Reserve 
in  Ohio.  They  establislied  their  home  in  the  midst  of  the  virgin  forests 
of  Erie  County  and  were  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  what 
is  now  Perkins  Township,  where  both  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  and  where  both  contributed  their  quota  to  the  initial  and  arduous 
work  of  reclaiming  farms  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  wilds.  James  B.  St. 
John  was  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  and  influential  citizens  of  Per- 
kins Township  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1858,  and  his  wife  survived 
him  by  a  number  of  years.  Of  their  children  only  two  are  living, — 
Mrs.  Hart  and  her  brother,  Alva  A.,  who  is  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Perkins  Township  and  who  is  individually  mentioned  on  other  pages 
of  this  volume. 

Mrs.  Ilart  was  reared  ajid  educated  in  her  native  township,  which 
has  been  her  home  during  the  major  part  of  her  life,  though  she  has 
resided  for  varying  intervals  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  where  she  re- 
mained fourteen  years,  and  in  the  township  of  Milan.  She  is  a  w^oman 
of  most  gracious  personality  and  has  a  host  of  friends  in  the  county 
that  has  ever  represented  her  home.  She  still  resides  upon  the  fine 
homestead  farm  of  her  father  and  mother  in  the  very  house  in  which 
she  was  born.  No  children  have  been  born  of  their  union.  The  attrac- 
tive home  in  known  for  its  generous  hospitality.  Mrs.  Hart  attends 
the  Baptist  Church  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  in  which  church  she  was 
married,  and  is  a  popular  factor  i)i  church  work  and  in  the  social 
activities  of  her  home  community.  Her  well  improved  farm  comprises 
sixty  acres  and  is  one  of  the  valuable  properties  of  Perkins  Township, 
the  place  being  eligibly  situated  on  the  interurban  electric  line,  and 
receiving  .service  on  rural  mail  lontc  Xo.  1  from  the  village  of  Huron. 

Cn.\RLE.s  C.  Hoffman.  The  in.-in  who  su|)|ili('s  i)ractically  every 
branch  in  commercial  .service,  both  buying  and  selling,  at  the  Village  of 
Shinrock,  and  who  more  than  any  other  one  individual  has  succeeded  in 
placing  that  village  on  the  map  as  an  inii)oi-1ant  ti'ading  center,  is 
Charles  C.  Hofl'man.  He  started  modestly  in  18!)f)  with  a  small  stock 
of  general  merchandise.  He  also  handled  grain  for  the  farmers  in  that 
community  and  in  lOOf)  saw  the  need  of  an  elevator  and  built  one  with 
a  capacity  of  10,000  ])ushe]s.  He  now  commands  a  lai-ge  market,  han- 
dling the  grain  and  ])roduce  for  the  fanners  miles  around  Shinrock,  and 
there  is  hardly  a  eonuiiodity  wliich  could  be  mentionetl  whicii  he  does  not 
buy  or  sell  at  some  time  in  the  course  of  tlie  year.  He  handles  about 
100.000  bu.shels  of  potatoes  annually.  He  also  buys  and  sells  coal  and 
other  supplies  and  deals  extensively  in  all  kinds  of  live  stock.  He  feeds 
a  large  nundx'r  of  cattle,  hogs  and  other  stock  every  year,  and  has  a 
specially  efiuii)pcd  farm  for  this  purpose,  sui)])lied  with  a  large  barn 
40x80  feet.  In  the  village  his  is  the  most  consi)icuous  residence,  a  thir- 
teen-rootn   modiTii   home,  of  attractive   ajipcarance  and    rnrnisbcd   witli 
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It  is  one  of  the  finest  country  homes  in  the  county,  and  is  just  as  modern 
as  the  residences  of  city  dwellers,  having  hot  and  cold  water,  bath  rooms, 
natui-al  gas  for  fuel  and  lighting  and  there  are  a  great  many  people 
wliiv  wdiiiil  well  envy  him  the  living  comforts  which  he  enjoys  but  which 
his  rciii,ii'k;ilil('  business  energy  has  well  deserved.  He  also  operates  the 
old  home  farm  in  Berlin  Township  of  sixty-two  acres. 

The  Hoffman  family  is  an  old  and  prominent  one  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship and  his  parents  were  John  and  Chi-istina  (Klinger)  Hoffman,  more 
detailed  iiifnrmatinti  cnnr-eniing  whom  will  be  found  on  other  pages  of 
this  |iulilic,ili()ii.  Cliailis  ('.  Hoffman  was  born  July  13,  1869,  and  grew 
ui>  aiiW  iviiImmI  iiis  c.ln'-.iliDii  in  the  public  schools  of  Berlin  To\Ynship. 
He  lias  been  ime  of  the  hustling  men  of  the  county  and  since  an  early 
age  has  made  his  own  way.  He  has  a  large  stock  of  native  business 
capacity,  and  unlimited  energy  to  carry  out  to  success  everything  he 
undertakes.  In  addition  to  the  other  business  service  which  he  has 
directed  at  Shinrock  he  was  for  a  number  of  years  incumbent  of  the 
local  postoffice.  He  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  lends  his  support  to 
anything  which  would  benefit  the  community. 

Mr.  Hoffman  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to  Maude  M.  Allen. 
She  was  born  at  Richmond,  Macomb  County,  Michigan,  forty-six  years 
ago.  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  her  native  state.  Her  father,  Addi- 
son Allen,  died  in  ^Michigan  seven  years  ago  when  at  a  good  old  age,  and 
the  mother  is  still  living  in  that  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman  are  most 
hospitable,  kind  and  genial  people  and  are  always  ready  to  lead  off  in  all 
local  enterprises. 

Richard  Staley.  During  many  years  of  I'esidence  in  Perkins  Town- 
ship, Richard  Staley  has  reached  that  enviable  position  where  his  word 
is  accepted  in  business  matters  the  same  as  a  bond,  and  all  his  friends 
and  acquaintances  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  judgment  and  in- 
tegrity. Mr.  Staley  is  well  known  as  a  farmer,  stock  raiser  and  stock 
dealer,  and  at  the  present  time  is  serving  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Perkins  Township.  His  home  is  on  Yankee  Street,  where 
he  owns  a  farm  of  fifty  acres,  which  he  has  acquired  as  a  result  of  his 
own  efforts  and  which  he  employs  in  farming  and  stock  raising. 

Richard  Staley  is  a  native  of  Herefordshire,  England,  where  he  was 
boi-n  March  31,  1871,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Greenhouse)  Staley. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  England,  and  his  father  is  still  living  in 
that  country,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  life. 

Richard  Staley,  who  was  one  of  a  large  family  of  children,  grew 
up  and  received  his  early  education  in  his  native  land.  In  his  eigh- 
teenth year  he  came  to  the  United  States  taking  a  steamer  at  Liverpool 
and  landing  at  Philadelphia.  He  came  on  to  Erie  County  and  for 
four  years  worked  for  others  in  Berlin  Township.  He  then  removed 
to  Perkins  Township,  and  in  a  few  years  was  in  business  for  himself. 
In  addition  to  farming  he  has  become  widely  known  as  a  cattle  dealer, 
and  has  also  handled  a  large  amount  of  real  estate,  mostly  farm  lands. 

Mr.  Staley  married  for  his  first  wife  Hattie  Matson  of  Perkins 
Township,  a  daughter  of  Norman  Matson,  a  Perkins  Township  farmer. 
By  this  marriage  there  was  one  son,  Donald  M.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife  Mr.  Staley  married  ]\Iary  Haffner,  who  was  born  in 
Andierst,  Ohio.  She  is  the  mother  of  five  children:  John  J.,  George, 
Viola  H.,  Willis  B.,  and  a  baby  yet  unnamed. 

Mr.  Staley  has  been  more  or  less  a  figure  in  political  affairs  in  Erie 
County  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1914  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  nomi- 
nation for  county  commissioner  on  the  republican  ticket,  but  after  a 
friendly  contest  the  nomination  -(Vent  to  Henry  Kelly  of  Milan  Town- 
ship.    Mr.   Staley  in  August,   1914,  was  appointed  a  trustee  to  fill  a 
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vacancy  on  the  board  in  Perkins  Township,  and  is  now  giving  much  of 
his  attention  to  those  official  duties.  Pie  is  a  stanch  republican  in  politics, 
and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  His  course  through  life  has 
been  so  directed  as  to  gain  the  permanent  ill  will  of  no  one,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  has  made  himself  a  positive  factor  in  busine.ss  and  local 
affairs. 

Julius  House.  Among  the  old  and  highly  honored  families  of  Erie 
County,  Ohio,  probably  none  is  better  known  than  that  of  House,  of 
which  a  worthy  representative  is  found  in  the  person  of  Julius  House, 
a  prominent  citizen  and  successful  agriculturist  of  Perkins  Township. 
Three  generations  of  this  family  have  contributed  to  the  general  ad- 
vancement and  (li'vrl(i|)iii,  111  (if  "this  part  of  the  state,  the  ma.jority  of 
the  name  having  ilcvdlcd  their  attention  to  the  various  departments  of 
farming.  All  have  been  found  to  be  men  of  honor  and  integrity,  capable 
in  the  acquirement  of  personal  independence  and  prosperity  and  con- 
scientious in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  citizenship,  and  in  these 
respects  the  one  of  whom  present  mention  is  made  is  no  exception. 

Julius  House  was  born  in  Perkins  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
July  22,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Lindsey  and  Mary  A.  (Young)  House. 
His  grandfather,  Julius  House,  for  whom  he  is  named,  was  born  in 
Connecticut  and  became  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  migrating  here  with  his  family  and  locating  on  a  farm  in  Perkins 
Township  at  a  time  when  this  region  was  still  in  its  primitive  state. 
During  the  years  that  followed  he  experienced  the  usual  hardships 
incident  to  the  life  o£the  pioneer  in  this  state,  but  he  was  made  of  stern 
stuff  and  through  hard  and  energetic  labor  succeeded  in  developing  a 
farm  from  the  wilderness  and  accumulating  a  competency.  In  the 
vicinity  of  what  is  now  Perkins  Church,  he  became  one  of  his  com- 
munity's most  influential  citizens,  served  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
capacity  of  .iustice  of  the  peace,  and  was  widely  known  in  this  region  as 
"Squire"  House.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  well  advanced  in  years, 
and  with  the  esteem  of  the  people  among  whom  they  passed  so  long  a 
period. 

Lindsey  House  was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  and  was 
about  three  years  of  age  when  brought  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  by  his 
father,  Julius  House.  His  education  was  limited  to  such  advantages 
as  were  offered  by  the  country  schools  of  his  day,  and  when  he  reached 
manhood  he  entered  upon  a  career  of  his  own  in  agriculture.  The  re- 
maining years  of  his  active  life  were  passed  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  he  was  so  successful  in  his  operations  that  he  was  able  to  retire  a 
number  of  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in  his  eighty-sixth 
year.  He  was  not  a  seeker  for  political  preferment,  prel'erring  the 
peaceful  vocations  of  his  farm  to  the  activities  of  public  life,  but  was. 
nevertheless  a  man  of  influence  in  his  community  and  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Clnii'di. 

Julius  House  has  followed  directly  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father 
and  grandfather.  Ho  was  given  his  eaily  education  in  1he  district 
schools  of  Perkins  Township,  this  being  sul)sequently  supplemented  by 
a  short  course  in  the  high  school  at  Berlin  Heights,  and  to  this  has  been 
added  the  practical  training  that  comes  through  experience  and  contact 
with  men.  When  ready  to  enter  upon  a  career  of  his  own  he  chose 
farming,  a  vocation  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  successfully  all  his 
life,  and  at  this  time  is  the  owner  of  fifty  acres,  located  near  Perkins 
Church.  He  has  improvements  of  a  modern  and  substantial  character, 
good  and  commodious  buildings  and  up-to-date  machinery,  and  his 
])rop('rty  evidences  eloquently  the  presence  of  thrift,  enter]irise  and 
"■00(1    nianaiivniciil.      -Mr.    Ho'nse    is    a    public-spirited    citizen    who    liiis 
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always  been  ready  to  do  his  full  share  in  supporting  beneficial  move- 
ments, particularly  of  an  educational  character,  and  his  stand  on  public 
questions  as  well  as  his  straightforward  manner  of  doing  business,  have 
gained  him  respect  and  confidence  in  his  locality. 

On  November  28,  1872,  Mr.  House  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Gannon,  M-ho  was  born  in  Ireland,  to  which  union  there  have 
been  born  three  children:  Lindsey  J.,  a  resident  of  Columbus,  Ohio; 
and  Elou  W.  and  Willard  A.,  who  are  residents  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Lewis  W.  House.  A  very  enterprising  and  prosperous  farmer  and 
breeder  of  livestock,  living  on  the  old  House  homestead  in  Perkins  Town- 
ship, Lewis  W.  House  is  widely  known  not  only  as  a  representative  of 
the  best  agricultural  element  of  Erie  County,  but  of  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  highly  respected  pioneer  families  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
The  history  of  the  House  family  is  the  history  of  farming  in  Erie 
County,  for  the  founder  of  the  name  here  came  when  this  locality  was 
covered  with  woods,  and  members  of  the  family  have  kept  pace  with 
the  advancement  and  development  which  has  followed  and  still  continue 
to  hold  prosperous  positions  in  the  agricultural  world. 

Lewis  W.  House  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  March 
23,  18.58,  and  is  a  son  of  Lindsey  and  Mary  A.  (Young)  House,  and  a 
grandson  of  Julius  House.  The  latter  was  born  in  Connecticut  and 
several  years  after  the  birth  of  his  son  Lindsey  emigrated  to  Erie 
County  and  settled  in  the  woods  in  the  vicinitj'  of  what  is  now  Perkins 
Church,  in  Perkins  Town.ship.  There  he  erected  a  small  house,  started 
the  work  of  clearing  and  development,  and  after  a  number  of  years 
crowded  with  the  experiences  and  hardships  of  the  pioneer  finally  be- 
came the  owner  of  a  handsome  and  valuable  property,  a  monument 
to  his  energy  and  faith.  He  was  one  of  the  influential  men  of  his 
locality,  serving  in  the  capacity  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years 
and  was  known  througlimit  tlic  vii-inity  :is  "Squire"  House.  A  typical 
pioneer,  honest,  rugged  .nul  si  i-:il'^lit  Iniwavd  in  character,  in  his  death 
the  locality  lost  one  who  had  done  much  to  insure  its  future  pros- 
perity. 

Lindsey  House  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  was  about  three  years 
of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Erie  County,  Ohio.  His  educa- 
tion was  naturally  somewhat  limited,  being  confined  to  those  advan- 
tages afforded  by  the  primitive  schools  of  early  Ohio,  but  he  became  a 
well  educated  man  and  one  who  wielded  a  distinct  influence  in  his  com- 
munit.v.  He  devoted  his  active  years  to  the  pursuits  of  the  farm,  and 
died  well  advanced  in  years,  as  did  also  ]\Irs.  House,  who  was  a  native 
of  Ohio.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Altha,  who  is  deceased; 
Laura,  who  is  a  widow  of  the  late  John  DeWitt,  of  Perkins  Township, 
and  now  lives  at  Sandusky,  Ohio:  Julius,  who  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Perkins  Township ;  Ada,  who  is  the  wife  of  Willard  Curtiss, 
of  Pasadena,  California;  Mina,  who  is  the  wife  of  A.  A.  Storrs,  of 
Perkins  Township;  Marian,  who  is  the  widow  of  the  late  George  B. 
Parker,  of  Perkins  Township,  and  is  living  there;  Lewis  W.,  of  this 
notice;  and  Rose  V.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Leonard  Hill,  of  Perkins  Town- 
ship. Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  House  took  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  Perkins  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  faith  the  children 
were  reared. 

The  life  of  Lewis  W.  House  has  been  a  strictly  agricultural  one,  and 
his  entire  career  has  been  passed  in  the  environment  of  the  farm.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Perkins  Township,  and  as  a  youth 
cimased  in  the  pursuits  of  the  soil,  which  have  continued  to  engage  his 
att'ention  to  the  present  time.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  sixty-two  acres 
of  f-ood  land,  wliieh  he  devotes  to  general  farming,  and  his  ventures 
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have  proven  successful  because  of  the  labor  and  intelligence  he  has 
expended  on  them.  A  devotee  of  modern  methods,  he  is  always  ready 
to  experiment  with  new  ideas,  but  his  practicality  tends  to  make  him 
loath  to  give  up  a  tried  method  until  he  finds  that  the  new  one  is  better. 
He  is  a  friend  of  education,  is  serving  as  a  member  of  the  school  board 
of  Perkins  Township,  and  is  a  stalwart  republican  in  his  views  and  a 
trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  As  business  man,  agricul- 
turist and  citizen  he  has  qualified  for  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  and 
conlidence  of  his  fellowmen. 

j\Ir.  House  married  for  his  first  wife  Miss  Jennie  Parker,  a  sister 
of  the  late  George  B.  Parker,  of  Perkins  Township,  and  they  had  one 
daughter,  Ada,  who  is  now  the  %vife  of  Byron  Woolson,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  Mr.  House  married  a  second  time,  his  wife  being  Dollie  Veader, 
who  was  born  in  Perkins  Township,  and  tliey  have  eight  children, 
namely:  Guy  AV.,  Ethel,  Byron,  Anuabelle,  Rachel,  Alta,  Lois  and 
Faye.  ,         ^ 

Frank  Liles.  The  first  concrete  bridges  constructed  in  Erie  County 
w-ere  built  by  the  well  known  contractor  Frank  Liles  in  Groton  Town- 
ship. In  addition  to  his  distinction  as  the  pioneer  bridge  builder  of 
concrete  material  in  the  county  Mr.  Liles  has  developed  a  large  and 
extensive  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder  in  concrete  work,  and 
has  a  record  of  fifteen  years  in  which  he  has  used  his  facilities,  equip- 
ment and  service  in  the  constructing  of  many  bridges,  culverts,  side- 
walks and  also  in  road  contracting,  which  is  later  years  has  become 
his  primary  specialty.  Mr.  Liles  resides  at  Sand  Hill  in  Groton  Town- 
ship, where  he  owns  a  commodious  and  attractive  residence,  and  enjoys 
the  honor  and  respect  of  the  people  among  whom  he  has  spent  practi- 
cally all  the  years  of  his  life. 

Born  in  Groton  Township  August  5,  1872,  he  is  a  son  of  the  late 
John  W.  and  Celia  (Mitchell)  Liles.  His  mother  is  now  living  near 
Sand  Hill  in  Groton  Township.  The  late  John  W.  Liles  was  born 
in  England,  came  to  America  in  early  life  and  after  residing  at  several 
different  localities  in  Erie  County  finally  settled  permanently  in  Groton 
Township,  where  he  followed  farming  until  his  cleath  in  the  early  '70s. 
He  was  a  well  known  eitizen  there,  but  died  before  accomplishing  all 
the  work  of  which  he  was  capable. 

Frank  Liles  was  only  a  child  when  his  father  died  and  he  grew 
up  under  the  direction  of  his  widowed  mother,  living  both  in  Oxford 
and  Groton  townships,  and  gaining  his  education  from  the  public  schools 
of  those  localities.  He  has  been  a  hard  worker  all  his  life,  and  after 
some  varied  experience  in  other  lines  finally  took  up  the  business  of 
contracting  in  concrete  work  in  1900.  Thus  he  has  for  fifteen  years 
operated  as  a  builder  in  that  now  familiar  material,  but  when  he  began 
ho  was  among  the  first  in  Northern  Ohio  to  apply  concrete  successfully 
to  such  constructions  as  bridges.  There  are  three  l)ridges  along  the 
Smith  Road  in  Groton  Township  which  represent  liis  pioneer  effort  and 
are  said  to  be  the  first  of  that  material  constru(:tod  in  Erie  County. 

On  March  2,  1897,  Mr.  Liles  married  Miss  Jessie  Waldock  of  Per- 
kins Town.ship.  They  have  two  children:  Anna  G.  and  Francis.  Mr. 
Liles  and  family  enjoy  the  social  regard  of  the  community  in  Groton 
Township,  and  "as  a  business  man  he  is  exceptionally  enterprising  and 
successful. 

Louis  Ebert,  Jk.  One  of  the  citizens  of  Oxford  Township  well 
fitted  for  the  role  of  agriculturist  is  Louis  Eliert.  Jr.  who  has  spent  all 
his  life  in  this  county,  and  after  a  period  of  hard  work  and  self  denial 
has  gained  an  independent  position  and  now  operates  an  excellent  farm 
and  carries  on  business  as  a  wholesale  butcher. 
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Born  ill  Sandusky  December  17,  1869,  he  is  a  son  of  Louis  and 
Catherine  (Herbel)  Ebert,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany. 
His  parents  now  reside  in  Oxford  Township,  his  father  sixty-eight  and 
his  mother  sixty-four  years  of  age.  The  father  came  from  Germany 
to  America  with  his  parents  when  he  was  a  small  boy,  and  the  family 
located  at  Sandusky  fully  sixty  years  ago,  and  after  he  reached  his 
maturity  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Oxford  Township  and  also  carried 
on  a  butcher  business.    He  is  in  polities  a  democrat. 

Reared  at  the  old  home  in  Oxford  Township  Louis  Ebert,  Jr.,  acquired 
his  education  in  the  local  schools,  and  at  an  early  age  started  out  in 
life  on  his  own  responsibilities.  He  married  Miss  Minnie  Smith,  who 
was  born  at  Sandusky,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Smith,  a  late  resident  of 
Perkins  Township.  To  their  marriage  were  born  seven  children,  two 
of  whom  died  in  childhood  and  the  five  now  living  are :  Irene  E.,  Merri- 
bell.  ilyrtle  R.,  Louis  J.  and  Norman  W. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Ebert  .served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion of  Oxford  Township.  He  is  a  democrat  in  politics.  His  agricul- 
tural operations  are  conducted  on  an  excellent  farm  of  fifty-eight  acres, 
and  he  supplements  that  industry  by  his  wholesale  butcher  business. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  at  Bloomingville,  and 
is  one  of  the  men  of  his  township  who  favors  everything  that  will  give 
better  schools,  better  roads,  ^nd  improved  conditions  generally. 

Frederick  P.  Gastier.  Foremost  among  the  well  known  and  highly 
regarded  men  of  Groton  Township  may  be  mentioned  Frederick  P. 
Gastier,  prominent  farming  man  and  a  member  of  the  local  board  of 
education.  Uv.  Gastier  has  lived  in  Erie  County  all  his  life.  He  was 
born  in  Oxford  Townslii|i  (in  December  4,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of  John  F. 
and  Catherine  M.  (SeluilVef  i   C^istier,  both  natives  of  Nassau,  Germany. 

John  F.  Gastier  came  to  .Aim  liean  shores  in  1863,  settling  in  Oxford 
Township,  Erie  Countv.  and  he  is  living  there  at  the  present  writing 
(1915).  His  faithful  wife  died  in  October,  1912,  and  he  is  now  in  his 
seventy-seventh  year.  Of  their  ten  children  eight  are  living  today. 
Frederick  P.  of  "this  review  is  the  eldest.  Sophie,  the  wife  of  William 
Seiple,  lives  in  Richfield  Township,  Huron  County,  Ohio.  Catherine 
married  Albert  Scheid  and  they  have  a  home  in  Oxford  Township. 
William  also  lives  in  Oxford.  Charles  is  in  Bellevue,  Ohio.  Emma  is 
the  wife  of  E.  Spade,  of  Bellevue.  Henry  lives  in  Groton  Township. 
Louise  is  the  wife  of  John  Lindsley,  and  they  live  in  Perkins  Township. 

Frederick  P.  Gastier  was  reared  in  Oxford  Township,  and  from 
his  boyhood  on  he  was  trained  to  agricultural  activities.  He  had  such 
education  as  the  schools  of  the  township  afforded,  and  he  has  added 
much  to  that  training  as  he  luis  t:niie  through  life.  On  February  24, 
1890,  lie  married  Catherine  Sehiinip.  who  was  born  in  Oxford  Town- 
ship and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  Seh.nup,  late  of  Oxford,  and  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  in  that  community.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  the  Gastiers.  Laura,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  Kent  Rockwell,  of 
Milan  Township,  this  county.  Carl  L.,  who  married  Margaret  Neill, 
lives  in  Groton  Township,  and  Frederick  W.  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Gastier  owns  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres,  well  stocked,  highly 
cultivated  and  abundantly  fruitful.  He  is  known  to  be  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  in  the  county.  For  some  years  past  he  has 
given  valuable  service  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  in 
Groton  Township.  He  and  his  family  have  long  had  membership  in 
the  Evangelical  Association,  and  have  lived  exemplary  lives  in  their 
home  community.  Always  a  public-spirited  man,  Mr.  Gastier  has 
been  a  leading  spirit  in  any  forward  movement  that  has  been  inaug- 
urated in  the  community,  and  especially  has  the  cause  of  education 
been  fostered  in  the  township  through  his  activities. 
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Mr.  Gastier  is  a  member  of  the  K.  0.  T.  i\I.  at  Bloomingville,  Ohio, 
and  he  is  independent  in  polities.  His  relations  with  his  townspeople 
have  always  been  of  the  most  amicable  order,  and  with  his  family  he 
enjoys  the  genuine  regard  of  the  community  at  large.  The  family 
name  is  honored  where  it  is  known,  and  it  stands  for  social  integrity 
and  good  citizenship  throughout  the  township. 

Jerome  P.  IIine.  As  a  breeder  and  raiser  of  the  Aberdeen  Angus 
cattle,  Jerome  P.  Hine  has  long  had  a  reputation  far  beyond  the  liuiits 
of  Erie  County.  Many  years  ago  his  father  introduced  into  Ohio  the 
first  registered  cattle  of  this  breed  direct  from  Scotland,  and  the  sub- 
sequent enterprise  which  has  grown  up  from  this  beginning  is  only  one 
of  the  many  important  contributions  made  by  members  of  the  Hine 
family  to  the  wealth  and  progress  of  Erie  County.  Mr.  Hine's  stock 
farm  in  Berlin  Township  near  Shiurock  postofSce  is  a  model  place  of 
its  kind  and  its  improvements  and  adaptation  to  the  uses  of  modern 
stock  raising  are  the  results  of  an  exceptional  degree  of  skill  and  study 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hine. 

Only  a  few  names  in  Erie  County  date  back  further  than  the  Hine 
family,  and  while  they  have  lived  here  for  nearly  a  century  their  home 
on  American  soil  dates  back  nearly  three  hiuidred  years.  Record  is 
found  of  Thomas  Hine  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  at  Milford,  Connecticut, 
as  early  as  1640.  Thomas  probably  came  from  Ireland  but  of  Scotch 
ancestry.  One  of  his  children  was  Stephen  Hine,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 26,  1663.  Alexander,  sou  of  Stephen,  was  born  February  10,  1698, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  He  married  Mary  Lines  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  and  they  both  died  at  Milford.  Among  their  chil- 
dren was  Daniel,  born  May  7,  1734,  and  died  June  4,  1798.  He  married 
Ruth  Ailing  at  New  Haven,  who  was  born  October  8,  1738,  and  died 
June  13,  1777,  of  the  smallpox.  The  next  in  this  lineage  was  Daniel,  Jr., 
who  was  born  March  17,  1763,  and  died  in  Connectirnt  in  isn.").  He  lived 
for  many  years  at  New  Bethlehem.  His  wife,  Aliiuiiil  Cnwlis,  was  born 
August  20,  1765,  and  died  at  Berlin  Heights  in  Eric  Cminty  in  1836. 
Of  the  children  of  Daniel  and  Abigail,  two  of  the  sons,  Jared,  born  in 
1788,  and  Amos,  born  in  1790,  came  as  early  as  1816  by  way  of  river, 
canal  and  lake,  to  Vermilion  Township  in  Erie  County.  They  acquired 
tracts  of  tlie  fire  lands  in  Berlin  Township,  all  of  which  at  that- time 
was  a  primeval  wilderness.  In  1818  the  mother  of  these  pioneers  and 
other  children  came  out  to  Erie  County.  Of  those  who  came  in  1818 
there  were  Sheldon,  who  was  born  April  5,  1792:  l'(iiii.li:i,  wlio  was  boi-n 
in  1795  and  in  1812  had  married  Amos  Bishop ;  NnllKiniil,  who  was  born 
in  1797;  and  Charles,  born  in  1800.  All  of  tlirse  diildivii  nc(|uired 
landed  possessions  and  developed  new  farms  in  Erie  Countx.  X.itlianiel 
having  located  in  Vermilion  Township,  while  the  others  wn-c  ciily  set- 
tlers in  Berlin.  In  that  generation  farming  was  the  rcgulni-  vdcalion  of 
the  family,  and  it  is  doul)tful  if  any  other  single  family  fui'iiishcd  more 
substantial  and  usefid  citizens  to  this  wilderness  community  than  the 
Hines.  All  the  children  above  mentioned  were  nnirried  and  had  families 
and  spent  their  lives  in  Erie  County. 

Of  these,  Sheldon  Hine,  grandfather  of  Jerome  I'..  liH'.ited  on  a  wild 
farm  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  near  the  Village  of  Berlin  lleii,'lits  on  Old 
"Woman's  Creek.  Ho  died  there  in  1846.  One  of  Ihe  results  of  his  enter- 
prise is  still  .standing  as  solid  as  a  rock,  the  old  liomestead  which  he 
constructed  in  addition  to  clearing  the  forest  and  improving  the  fields 
comprised  wilhiii  his  farm.  He  w-as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  im- 
portance ill  the  community.  Near  his  home  he  erected  a  sawmill,  and 
from  the  timber  on  his  own  land  sawed  the  lumber  which  went  into  the 
home  already  menlioned  and  which  was  Imilt  about  184(1.     Ur  i.erfonncd 
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a  similar  sei-vice  for  two  of  his  sous  on  other  fax-ms  in  that  community, 
and  iu  1848  his  sous  supplied  the  lumber  for  the  eoustructiou  of  the 
home  of  the  sou,  Daniel  N.,  now  owned  by  Jerome  P.  Hine.  Sheldon 
Hine  was  married  May  5,  1815,  at  Bethlehem,  Counecticut,  to  Sallie 
Osborn.  She  was  born  iu  Couuectieut  April  7,  1798,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  a  son  iu  Indiana  in  1882,  and  now  lies  beside  the  body  of  her 
husband  in  the  old  Union  Cemetery  in  Berlin  Heights.  A  brief  record 
of  the  children  of  Sheldon  and  wife  is  as  follows :  Lucius  A.,  born  Febru- 
ary 22,  1819,  became  well  known  as  a  journalist  and  novelist,  and  died 
at  Loveland,  Ohio;  he  married  Helen  Chapin,  who  was  boru  at  Ithaca, 
New  York,  iu  1828,  and  is  still  living  at  Loveland.  Horatio,  the  second 
in  the  family,  was  born  August  10,  1821,  and  died  in  De  Kalb'  County, 
Indiana,  December  15,  1896;  his  lirst  wife  was  Cynthia  B.  Brooks,  who 
was  born  in  1825  and  died  in  1853,  and  in  1857  he  married  Jane  L. 
Brooks,  a  sister  of  his  former  wife,  who  was  born  in  1831  and  is  now 
living  near  Auburn,  Indiana,  where  Hoi'atio  Hine  was  for  many  years 
a  successful  laud  and  timber  opei-ator.  The  third  child  iu  the  family 
was  the  late  Daniel  N.  Hiue,  whose  career  is  sketched  more  fully  iu  fol- 
lowing paragraphs.  Julia,  born  May  10,  1827,  was  married  in  1847  to 
a  member  of  the  Burnham  family  mentioned  elsewhere.  Theodore  B., 
boru  July  25,  1829,  lived  for  many  years  on  the  old  homestead,  became 
a  vinegar  manufacturer  and  subsequently  prosecuted  the  same  industry 
at  Toledo,  where  he  died  in  February,  1904;  he  married  Lovina  C.  Rey- 
nolds, who  was  born  iu  1851  and  is  now  deceased.  Lemon  G.,  who  was 
born  April  14,  1832,  and  recently  died  at  Washington,  D.  C,  was  a 
prominent  lawyer  and  was  especially  well  known  in  the  business  world 
as  the  organizer  and  the  president  of  the  Mergauthaler  Linotype  Machine 
Company  in  America.  Laura  F.,  born  October  28,  1836,  and  died  at 
Denver,  Colorado,  iu  1881,  was  twice  married,  her  second  husband  being 
Col.  Edward  Powers,  who  was  an  ofiScer  in  the  Civil  war. 

Daniel  N.  Hiue,  who  was  bom  in  Erie  County  January  1,  1825,  and 
died  in  Florida  December  4,  1903,  was  in  his  time  one  of  the  foremost 
leaders  in  agricultural  enterprise  in  Northern  Ohio.  As  a  farmer  he 
acquired  the  ownership  of  148  acres  of  land  in  Berlin  Towmship,  seventy 
aci-es  of  which  is  now  included  in  the  home  of  his  sou  Jerome.  There  in 
1848  was  built  the  substantial  house  already  mentioned  and  which  has 
served  as  the  home  of  two  generations.  In  1887  Daniel  Hine  removed 
to  Nafshua,  Florida,  where  for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  grow- 
ing of  citrus  fruits.  In  1881  he  had  made  a  trip  to  Scotland,  where  he- 
bought  seven  head  of  registered  Aberdeeu  Angus  cattle,  and  these  were 
the  first  specimens  of  that  breed,  noted  for  their  value  as  meat  cattle,  to 
be  brought  to  Ohio.  He  subsequently  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Aberdeen  Angus  Breeders'  Association  iu  America,  and  iu  1887,  when  he 
removed  to  Florida,  transferred  his  membership  to  his  sou  Jerome,  who 
is  still  a  member  of  that  organization  and  for  nine  years  served  as  a 
director.  Daniel  Hiue  was  a  republican  in  politics,  and  a  man  whose 
activities  and  character  made  for  himself  a  highly  respected  position  in 
the  community. 

At  Florence  iu  Erie  County  November  11,  1848,  Daniel  N.  Hine  mar- 
ried Marinda  Brooks,  who  was  born  June  25,  1828,  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, and  died  at  her  home  in  Berlin  Township  November  13,  1894.  Her 
parents  were  John  and  Adaline  (Squires)  Brooks,  who  came  from  New 
York  State,  and  their  marriage  on  March  15,  1818,  was  the  first  event 
of  that  character  to  be  celebrated  in  Florence  Township  of  Erie  County. 
John  Brooks  was  a  pioneer  farmer,  but  was  perhaps  best  known  for  his 
skill  as  a  hunter,  and  in  the  early  days  hunted  all  through  the  woods  of 
Erie  and  surrounding  counties.  He  and  his  wife  lived  to  advanced  age 
and  died  in  Erie  Countv.     Earlv  iu  her  life  and  before  her  marriage 
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Mrs.  nine  was  a  successful  teacher  in  both  Erie  and  Huron  counties. 
That  was  in  the  day  of  the  subscription  school,  and  she  was  paid  for  her 
sei-vices  a  dollar  a  week  and  received  board  in  the  homes  of  the  children 
who  were  her  scholars.  Her  mother  possessed  the  tirst  two  silver  spoons 
that  were  made  in  Erie  County,  having  been  pounded  out  of  silver  dol- 
lars. Another  interesting  relic  which  belonged  to  Mrs.  Hine  and  which 
is  now  a  cherished  possession  of  Jerome  Hine  is  the  necklace  of  a  peculiar 
old-fashioned  style,  with  gold  bound  ebony,  which  was  made  in  England, 
and  w;is  oiiuinnlly  an  article  of  adornment  for  Mrs.  Pline's  grandmother. 
A  concisr  iridiil  iif  the  children  of  Daniel  Hine  and  wife  is  as  follows: 
Viola  .1..  Imiiii  October  10,  1849,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Thorn,  now 
director  of  the  Uliio  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  at  Wooster,  Ohio. 
Arthur  B.,  born  October  19,  1852,  is  married  and  living  at  Los  Angeles, 
California.  Nora  A.,  bom  April  26,  I860,  was  for  a  number  of  years  a 
teacher  and  died  unmarried  at  Pasadena,  California,  Februai-y  21,  1904. 
Lucius  A.,  born  August  17,  1862,  is  now  president  of  the  Hine-Watt 
Manufacturing  Company  at  Chicago,  manufacturers  and  jobbei-s  of  auto- 
mobiles, motorcycles,  bicycles  and  accessories  and  supplies,  lives  at  High- 
land Park,  near  Chicago,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Winifred  Otis  has  two 
sous.  Bessie  Douglas,  born  July  7,  1865,  was  married  May  25,  1887,  to 
John  H.  Galbraith,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Ohio  State  University  and 
is  well  known  as  a  journalist,  being  assistant  editor  of  the  Columbus 
Dispatch  and  a  correspondent  for  many  newspapers;  they  are  the  parents 
of  three  sons. 

Jerome  P.  Hine  was  born  September  12,  1867,  at  the  old  Hine  home- 
stead, which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  the  other  children.  From  early 
boyhood  his  inclinations  were  toward  agriculture  and  stock  raising,  and 
after  finishing  his  education  in  the  Milan  Normal  School  and  the  State 
University  at  Columbus  he  entered  actively  upon  his  chosen  career.  He 
is  the  owner  of  seventy  acres  in  the  old  farm,  and  as  already  noted  his 
specialty  has  been  the  breeding  of  Aberdeen  Angus  cattle.  The  Hine 
farm  has  sent  out  some  of  the  finest  specimens  of  this  breed,  and  among 
stock  raisers  generally  the  farm  has  long  had  a  standard  reputation. 
For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Hine  exhibited  his  Aberdeen  cattle  all  over 
the  United  States.  In  1891  he  took  the  grand  prize  for  his  herd  in  com- 
petition with  exhibitors  from  all  over  the  country,  and  both  before  and 
since  his  catth^  have  won  many  blue  ribbons  in  local  and  state  exhibi- 
tions. The  farm  has  all  the  equipment  necessary  for  high  grade  stock 
farming  and  its  handsome  improvements  constitute  it  one  of  the  show 
places  of  Berlin  Township.  Mr.  Hine  still  continues  his  work  as  a  farmer 
and  stock  breeder,  and  his  enterprise  in  that  direction  has  long  been 
considered  an  important  asset  to  the  county.  For  two  years  he  served 
as  a  lecturer  before  farmers'  institutes. 

Mr.  Hine  was  first  inarried  to  Emma  Iniic  Tillinghast,  who  was 
born  in  Berlin  Heights  January  2,  1875,  and  died  at  her  home  Decem- 
ber 26,  1902.  There  are  no  children  by  that  marriage.  On  January  5, 
190.").  Mr.  Iline  was  married  at  Green  Spring,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Elva  Light, 
wlm  prior  to  lier  marriage  had  been  principal  of  the  Berlin  Heights 
High  School.  She  was  educated  in  the  academy  at  Green  Spring  and  in 
the  Ohio  Xortlicrn  University  at  Ada.  I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Hine  have  a  fine 
family  of  growing  children  whoSe  names  and  dates  of  l)irths  are  as  fol- 
lows:" Florence  Elizabeth,  born  ]\larch  22,  1906,  and  now  in  the  fourth 
grade  of  the  public  schools;  Daniel  Light,  born  Septeml)er  21.  1907,  and 
in  the  third  grade;  Elva  Irene,  November  26,  1909;  Thomas  S.,  July  23, 
1911  ;  and  Jerome  Brooks,  Novemlier  23,  1914.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hine  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Berlin  Heights.  He  is  an 
indcpcnileni  republican,  is  a  member  of  the  Kniorhts  of  Pythias  Lodge 
at  I'.rrlin  llriglits  and  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  Worhl  at  Shinrock. 
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Orrin  H.  Bristol.  That  Mr.  Bristol  is  oue  of  the  leading  exponents 
of  modern  and  scientific  husbandry  in  Erie  County  needs  no  further 
vouclior  than  the  statement  that  he  is  retained  in  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  manager  of  the  magnificent  landed  estate  widely  known  under 
the  title  of  Woodside  Farms,  in  Perkins  Township.  This  finely  im- 
proved estate,  owned  by  Watson  Butler,  a  prominent  capitalist  of  New 
\ork  City,  is  eligibly  situated  within  a  short  distance  of  the  City  of 
Sandusky,  at  the  south,  and  the  efScieut  supervision  that  has  been 
given  to  the  property  by  Mr.  Bristol  has  i-esulted  in  bringing  it  up  to 
the  best  standard  in  all  particulars  and  in  giving  him  precedence  as 
one  of  the  most  vigorous  and  progressive  representatives  of  the  agricul- 
tural and  live-stock  industries  in  this  section  of  the  state.  '  He  has 
retained  his  present  executive  post  since  December,  1912,  and  has 
proved  distinctively  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  the  while  his 
genial  per.sonality  has  gained  to  him  the  high  regard  of  the  community 
with  which  he  has  thus  identified  himself. 

Mr.  Bristol  was  born  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  January, 
1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Olive  (Rogers)  Bristol,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  New  York,  and  the  latter  in  the 
City  of  Watertown,  Jefferson  County,  that  state.  The  father  of  Charles 
Bristol  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  as  a  member  of  a  New 
York  regiment,  and  of  collateral  kinship  to  the  Bristol  family  was  the 
man  who  operated  and  gave  his  name  to  the  ferry  that  in  turn  gave  title 
to  the  town  of  Harper's  Ferry,  West  Virginia, — an  historic  point  in 
connection  with  the  military  operations  in  the  Civil  war.  Family  tra- 
dition amply  justifies  the  claim  that  the  lineage  of  the  Bristol  family 
traces  back  to  sterling  English  origin,  and  there  is  authority  also  for 
the  statement  that  representatives  of  the  name  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  the  Massachusetts  colony  and  owned  a  part  of  the  land 
on  which  the  City  of  Boston  is  now  situated.  Charles  Bristol  became 
a  prosperous  farmer  and  representative  citizen  of  Huron  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  he  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  until  their  death,  secure 
in  the  high  regard  of  all  who  knew  them. 

Orrin  H.  Bristol  was  reared  in  his  native  county  to  adult  age  and 
from  his  boyhood  to  the  present  has  maintained  fellowship  with  the 
fundamental  art  and  industry  of  agriculture.  He  was  afforded  the 
advantages  of  the  public  schools  and  in  later  years  has  profited  to  the 
maximum  degree  from  the  lessons  gained  through  active  association 
with  the  practical  duties  and  responsibilities  of  a  signally  alert  and 
useful  life.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in  an 
independent  way,  first  in  Huron  County  and  later  in  Paulding  County. 
In  July,  1894,  he  entered  the  employ  of  William  H.  Butler,  owner  of 
the  large  and  well  known  Furnace  Farm,  in  Paulding  County.  This 
estate  comprised  at  the  time  1,500  acres,  and  there  Mr.  Bristol  gained 
valuable  experience  in  the  conducting  of  agricultural  and  stock-growing 
operations  on  an  extensive  scale  and  according  to  the  most  approved 
and  progressive  policies.  In  1899  he  was  made  manager  of  the  fine 
landed  estate,  and  it  was  largely  under  his  personal  direction  that  much 
of  the  laud  was  reclaimed  from  the  forest  into  seven  excellent  farms 
which  are  now  among  the  best  in  Paulding  County.  He  continued  his 
association  with  this  enterprise  until  he  assumed  his  present  and  equally 
responsible  position,  in  December,  1912.  The  Woodside  Farms  com- 
prise 200  acres  and  the  estate  is  given  over  almost  entirely  to  the  raising 
of  the  highest  grades  of  live  stock,  including  pure-bred  Percheron  horses 
and  Guernsey  cattle,  besides  which  special  attention  is  given  to  the  rais- 
ing of  the  White  Leghorn  single-comb  poultry,  the  farms  having  wide 
reputation  in  each  of  these  departments  of  enterprise.  Each  year  the 
farms  also  give  an  appreciable  acreage  to  the  various  cereals,  and  every 
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detail  of  tlie  work  receives  the  personal  and  careful  supervision  of  Mr. 
Bristol,  wlio  is  an  enthusiast  in  his  vocation  and  who  gives  close  study 
to  the  scientific  phases  of  farm  work. 

It  may  naturally  be  inferred  that  a  man  of  such  vital  energy  and 
broad  views  could  not  fail  to  take  a  lively  intei'est  in  community  affairs, 
and  Mr.  Bristol  is  essentially  progressive  and  public-spirited  in  his  civic 
attitude,  his  political  allegiance  being  given  to  the  republican  party. 

Mr.  Bristol  has  been  twice  wedded,  his  first  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Jennie  M.  Clark,  having  been  born  and  reared  in  Huron 
County,  and  she  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Cora,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  William  H.  Leeper,  their  home  being  in  the  State  of  Washing- 
ton. For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Bristol  married  Miss  Mary  0.  Swisher,  of 
Darke  County,  this  state,  and  they  have  two  children,  Myrtie  0.  and 
Ruth  M. 

Leon.\rd  C.  Hill.  One  of  the  citizens  of  Perkins  Township  is 
Leonard  C.  Hill,  a  resident  of  this  community  throughout  the  forty-two 
years  of  his  life.  Mr.  Hill  is  the  owner  of  189  acres  of  good  land, 
accumulated  through  his  own  efforts,  and  two  vocations,  farming  and 
the  wholesale  produce  business,  have  occupied  his  energies  and  atten- 
tion. In  each  venture  he  has  been  successful  in  building  up  a  satisfying 
enterprise,  and  the  fact  that  all  that  he  has  gained  has  been  acquired 
without  the  aid  of  others,  makes  his  career  all  the  more  commendable. 

Mr.  Hill  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  in  Perkins  Township,  Erie 
County,  Ohio,  October  23,  1873,  and  is  a  sou  of  Charles  W.  and 
Lucretia  (Hoyt)  Hill,  and  a  grandson  of  Ilazen  Hill,  who  was  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  Huron  Count \,  Ohid,  where  he  took  up  a  tract 
of  land,  developed  a  farm,  and  pass.d  Ins  ciirer  in  the  pursuits  of  the 
soil,  dying  on  his  original  homestciid.  Cliarlcs  AV.  Hill  w^as  born  on 
the  Huron  County  farm  and  was  brought  up  to  farming,  in  which  he 
was  engaged  in  Huron  County  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  between 
the  North  and  the  South.  In  1861  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  an  Ohio 
regiment  of  volunteers,  and  fought  bravely  as  a  soldier  until  the  close 
of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  received  his  honorable  discharge.  Shortly 
afterward,  Mr.  Hill,  having  heard  of  the  opportunities  offered  the 
ambitious  in  Erie  County,  came  to  this  locality  and  after  looking  the 
ground  over  finally  settled  on  the  farm  which  is  now  occupied  by  his 
son,  Leonard  C.  Perkins  Township  continued  to  be  his  home  until  the 
close  of  his  life,  which  occurred  in  1906.  He  was  a  man  of  thrift, 
honesty  and  industry,  having  probably  inherited  these  characteristics 
from  Scotch  ancestors,  and  was  favorably  known  in  his  community  as 
a  good  and  reliable  citizen.  He  married  Jliss  Lucretia  Hoyt,  a  native 
of  Perkins  Township,  and  of  their  children  four  now  survive:  Oscar  G., 
who  is  a  resident  of  Huron,  Ohio;  Leonard  C,  of  this  review;  Ilattie  L., 
who  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Green,  a  farmer  of  Perkins  Towiishii);  and 
Vernon  W.,  whose  home  is  at  Sandusky. 

Leonard  C.  Hill  was  brought  up  as  a  farm  boy  aiid  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  on  his  father's  place,  where  he  was  carefully  trained 
in  the  numerous  lessons  necessary  to  be  learned  by  those  who  would 
succeed  as  farmers.  In  the  meantime  his  literary  education  was  not 
being  neglected,  for  the  public  schools  furnislied  him  with  the  founda- 
tion for  this  and  later  he  attended  the  Sandusky  Business  College. 
After  leaving  the  latter  institution  he  returned  to  the  parental  roof,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  in  1906,  took  over  the  nianagement  of 
the  farm,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  carry  on  operations.  He  now 
has  189  acres  of  fertile  soil  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  this 
he  devotes  to  general  farming,  raising  all  the  grains  and  other  products 
for  which  this  climate  is  suitable.     His  tract  is  supplied  with  comfort- 
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able  and  commodious  buildings  and  every  facility  for  conducting  agricul- 
ture to  the  best  advantage.  As  a  citizen  he  has  shown  himself  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising-,  with  the  courage  of  his  convictioiis  and  a  broad 
knowledge  of  current  affairs,  and  being  thus  favorably  situated  is  a 
valuable  man  for  any  up-to-date  community  to  possess.  He  is  a  warm 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  education,  and  has  served  capaMy  for  three 
years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Perkins  Tow  iiship,  during 
which  time  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  better  the  sdiodl  systi'iu.  In 
political  matters  he  has  always  been  a  republican.  Mr.  Hill  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  local  Grange,  and  has  also  shown  his  interest  in  fraternal 
affairs  by  his  membership  in  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  at  Bloom- 
ingville,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Hill  was  married  to  Miss  Rose  V.  House,  who  was  born  in 
Perkins  Township,  daughter  of  the  late  Lindsey  and  Mary  A.  (Young) 
House.  Her  grandfather,  Julius  House,  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers 
of  Perkins  Township,  and  her  father,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  brought 
here  when  three  years  of  age  and  became  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
and  influential  agriculturists  of  the  township,  his  homestead  being  loca- 
ted in  the  vicinity  of  Perkins  Church.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill,  namely :  Hazen  L.,  Lawrence  L.,  Mildred  J.,  Grant 
J.  and  Theodore. 

Leroy  J.  Parker.  Agricultural  conditions  in  Erie  County  have 
changed  to  such  an  extent  during  the  past  several  decades,  that  the  enter- 
prising and  up-to-date  fanner  has  been  compelled  to  revolutionize  in 
large  degree,  his  methods  of  treating  the  soil.  New  discoveries  have 
been  made,  powerful  and  intricate  machinery  has  been  invented  and 
new  innovations  are  constantly  being  introduced,  with  the  result  that  he 
who  would  secure  a  full  measure  of  success  from  his  labors  must  keep 
himself  fully  conversant  with  the  steady  advancement  that  is  being  made. 
In  Perkins  Township,  one  who  has  shown  himself  capable  of  keeping 
abreast  of  the  times  and  at  the  same  time  of  serving  his  community  in 
offices  of  public  trust  and  importance  is  Leroy  J.  Parker,  on  the  old 
Parker  homestead,  located  on  Sandusky  R.  F.  D.  1.  ]\Ir.  Parker  has 
spent  his  entire  life  here,  and  was  born  on  this  property  May  30,  1880, 
being  the  only  son  and  child  of  George  B.  and  Marian  (House)  Parker. 

The  Parker  family  originated  in  England,  from  which  country  came 
Joshua  Parker,  the  grandfather  of  Leroy  J.  He  located  at  Mouroeville, 
Ohio,  and  subsequently  was  for  a  number  of  years  engaged  in  farming 
in  Huron  County,  where  his  death  occurred.  Born  at  Mouroeville, 
George  B.  Parker  was  reared  in  Huron  County,  where  he  received  a  good 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  came  to  Erie  County,  which 
continued  to  be  his  home  ever  afterwards.  For  a  time  he  resided  at  San- 
dusky, but  later  moved  into  Perkins  Township,  locating  on  the  farm 
which  is  now  occupied  by  his  widow.  He  was  a  skilled,  industrious  and 
thrifty  farmer  and  was  successful  in  the  accumulation  of  a  good  prop- 
erty, on  which  he  died  September  23,  1914.  For  many  years  he  served 
as  a  trustee  of  Perkins  Township,  winning  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  community  by  the  able  and  conscientious  manner  in  which  he  pei-- 
formed  his  duties.  Throughout  his  life,  he  supported  the  principles  and 
candidates  of  the  republican  party,  and  was  considered  oue  of  the 
"wheel-horses"  of  his  party  in  this  locality.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
local  Grange  and  master  therein.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the 
Methodist.  Episcopal  Church,  which  he  attended  as  a  member  of  Perkins 
congregation. 

Mrs.  Marian  (House)  Parker  was  born  in  Perkins  Township,  in 
1856,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Lindsey  and  Mary  A.  (Young)  House,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Julius  House.     The  latter  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
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and  several  years  after  the  birth  of  his  son  Lindsey,  emigrated  to  Erie 
County  and  settled  in  the  woods  of  Pei-kins  Township.  There  he  passed 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  one 
of  tlie  leading  men  of  the  community,  served  many  years  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  was  widely  known  as  "Squire  House."  Lindsey  House 
was  also  born  in  Connecticut  and  was  three  years  of  age  when  brought 
to  Erie  County  and  Perkins  Township.  lie  passed  his  entire  life  here 
in  farming  pursuits,  accumulated  a  competency  and  gained  a  liigh 
place  in  the  esteem  of  the  community.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Atha,  deceased;  Laura,  the  widow  of  John 
DeWitt,  of  Perkins  Township;  Julius,  a  farmer  of  Perkins  Township; 
Ada,  the  wife  of  Willard  Curtiss  of  Pasadena,  California ;  Mina,  the 
wife  of  A.  A.  Storrs,  of  Perkins  Township;  Marian,  who  is  now  llrs. 
Parker;  Lewis  W.,  of  Perkins  Township;  and  Rose  V.,  the  wife  of 
Leonard  Hill,  of  Perkins  Township. 

Leroy  J.  Parker  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Perkins  Townsliip.  this  being  followed  by  attendance  at  the  Sandusky 
High  School.  He  next  enrolled  as  a  student  at  the  Sandusky  Business 
College,  and  when  he  had  completed  his  course  in  that  institution  he 
returned  to  the  home  farm.  As  manager  of  this  property  he  has 
brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  raising  large  crops  and  breed- 
ing good  livestock,  and  the  commodious  buildings,  the  well  kept  fences 
and  drains,  the  improved  maehinei-y  and  the  general  air  of  prosperity 
all  testify  to  the  presence  of  a  capable  guiding  hand. 

Mr.  Parker  married  Miss  Ada  L.  Steen,  daughter  of  Charles  Steen, 
of  Perkins  Township,  and  to  this  union  there  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: Glenn,  Steen,  Paul  and  Jenet.  A  republican  in  his  political 
affairs,  Mr.  Parker  has  taken  an  active  part  in  public  life,  and  has  sei-ved 
capably  as  clerk  of  Perkins  Township  for  seven  years  and  at  present 
is  deputy  assessor.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Perkins  Grange,  and 
has  taken  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  its  work. 

Herman  W.  Otto.  A  resident  of  Erie  County  since  his  childhood, 
Mr.  Otto  maintains  his  abode  on  his  well  improved  farm  lying  con- 
tiguous to  the  City  of  Sandusky,  in  Perkins  Township,  and  on  the  high- 
way that  is  virtually  a  continuation  of  South  Hayes  Avenue  of  the 
metropolis  and  judicial  center  of  the  county.  He  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive and  substantial  citizens  of  Perkins  Township,  earnest  in  sup- 
port of  agencies  and  measures  that  tend  to  advance  the  general  welfare 
of  the  comiimnity,  and  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  county  that  has  repre- 
sented his  home  for  more  than  half  a  century.  His  present  farm,  which 
comprises  fifty  acres,  is  one  on  which  IMr.  Otto  at  one  time  worked  by 
the  month.  It  is  conducted  as  a  dairy  farm,  in  addition  to  its  opera- 
tions in  diversilied  agriculture  and  the  raising  of  a  considerable  (|uan- 
tity  of  fruit. 

Mr.  Otto  was  ])orn  on  Long  Island,  New  York,  on  the  13th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Franz  J.  JI.  and  Sophia  (Hutter)  Otto,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Germany  and  the  latter  in  England,  where 
their  marriage  was  solemnized.  The  parents  innnigrnted  to  America  in 
the  early  '50s  and  remained  for  some  time  on  Long  Island,  after  which 
they  resided  in  the  interior  of  the  State  of  New  York  until  their  re- 
moval to  Erie  County,  Ohio.  After  passing  an  interval  in  what  is  now 
the  City  of  Sandusky,  they  removed  to  a  farm  in  Perkins  Township, 
and  here  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  having 
passed  away  in  March,  1911,  and  the  mother's  death  having  occurred 
about  1890.  Concerning  their  surviving  children  the  following  lirief 
data  are  given:  Franz  '\\  is  now  a  resident  of  the  State  of  California; 
.Jennie  A.  resides  in  the  City  of  Sandusky;  Fredericka  H.,  Clara  .1.  and 
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Herman  W.  are  all  residents  of  Perkins  Township ;  and  Albert  G.  is 
a  representative  attorney  at  law  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
The  father  was  a  man  of  sterling  character,  well  fortified  convictions 
and  utmost  civic  loyalty,  his  support  having  been  given  to  the  cause 
of  the  republican  party  and  he  having  been  one  of  tlie  honored  pioneer 
citizens  of  Perkins  Township  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Herman  W.  Otto  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  home 
farm  and  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  of  the  City 
of  Sandusky.  He  has  made  a  success  as  a  farmer,  dairyman  and  man 
of  affairs,  and  is  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  Perkins  Township, 
where  he  has  served  ten  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  -of  which 
he  has  been  the  president  since  1911,  his  political  allegiance  being  given 
to  the  republican  party  and  his  co-operation  being  given  in  all  tilings 
tending  to  promote  the  social  and  material  prosperity  and  progress  of 
the   community. 

Mr.  Otto  chose  as  his  wife  Miss  Franceska  Oswald,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Sandusky  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Andreas 
Oswald,  an  old  and  honored  citizen  of  that  place.  In  conclusion  is 
entered  brief  record  concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto: 
Walter  H.  and  Elmer  B.  are  identified  with  business  enterprises  in  the 
City  of  Sandusky;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Norman  Ott,  of  that  city;  and 
Edith  B.,  Eleanora  J.,  Frederick  J.  and  Alverna  R.  remain  at  the 
parental  home,  which  is  known  for  its  generous  and  unostentatious 
hospitality. 

Simon  Reis.  Located  within  convenient  transportation  of  the  cen- 
tral market  of  Sandusky  is  the  fine  dairy  farm  of  Simon  Reis,  on  Rural 
Delivery  Route  No.  3,  in  Perkins  Township.  Mr.  Reis  is  an  enterprising 
young  man  who  spent  his  early  career  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  but 
about  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ago  turned  his  attention  to  dairying, 
acquired  a  farm,  and  is  now  proprietor  of  the  attractive  "Long  Green 
Farm."  It  contains  ninety-eight  acres  and  is  devoted  to  dairy  pur- 
poses. It  has  been  the  steady  purpose  of  Jlr.  Reis  to  furnish  the  highest 
grade  of  dairy  products  and  his  success  is  due  to  the  carrying  out  of 
well  matured  plans  looking  to  that  end. 

Simon  Reis  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  August  10,  1870,  a  son 
of  John  and  i\Iary  Reis.  Both  his  parents  were  natives  of  Germany, 
came  to  America  many  years  ago,  and  after  their  marriage  located  in 
Sandusky,  where  they  lived  for  several  years  and  where  the  father  died. 
Simon  Reis  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in  Sandusky,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  that  city,  and  made  himself  useful  and  self-supporting 
from  an  early  age.  He  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune  and  has 
never  depended  upon  anyone  else  to  make  his  fortune.  In  1898  he 
removed  to  Perkins  Township,  and  since  that  date  has  been  actively 
identified  with  the  dairy  industry.  His  farm  is  on  the  Columbus  Pike 
and  he  thus  has  a  convenient  route  of  transportation  to  market. 

Mr.  Reis  married  Miss  Dora  Liukebach,  who  was  born  in  Sandusky, 
a  daughter  of  Charles  Linkebach,  a  late  resident  of  that  city.  To  their 
marriage  has  been  borne  one  daughter,  Minnie  L. 

Mr.  Reis  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  has  never  withheld  his  sup- 
port from  any  worthy  enterprise  in  his  locality.  In  November,  1913, 
he  was  elected  a  trustee  of  Perkins  Township  for  one  term,  and  has  also 
served  as  a  director  of  School  District  No.  5  in  Perkins  Township.  He 
takes  an  interest  in  education,  and  accepts  every  opportunity  to  advance 
the  welfare  of  his  home  community.  He  is  successful  as  a  business  man, 
and  is  well  known  and  enjoys  the  good  will  of  a  large  acquaintance. 

Albert  Umber.  Coming  from  his  German  Fatherland  to  America 
as  a  young  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  ambitious  purpose,  Mr.  Umber 
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lias  Ix'eu  a  rusitleiit  of  Erie  County  for  more  than  forty  years  and  has 
here  found  ample  opportunity  for  the  achievement  of  definite  pros- 
perity through  his  well  directed  efforts  in  connection  with  the  basic 
industries  of  agriculture  and  stock-growing.  Now  venerable  in  years, 
he  is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Perl<ins  Township,  where 
he  is  living  virtually  retired  on  his  well  improved  homestead  farm  of 
sixty-five  acres.  He  still  gives  a  general  supervision  to  the  farm, 
which  has  been  brovxght  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  is  equipped 
with  excellent  improvements  of  a  |h  riiinHiiit  order, — all  this  represent- 
ing the  results  of  the  thrift  and  cntripi  isc  nf  Mr.  Umber,  who  has  been 
the  owner  of  the  property  for  fully  lorly  years. 

Mr.  Umber  was  born  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  Germany,  on 
the  19th  of  July,  1842,  and  is  a  scion  of  a  family  there  established  for 
many  generations.  He  is  a  son  of  Casper  and  Catherine  (Schlaehter) 
Umber,  both  of  whom  passed  their  entire  lives  in  Baden,  where  the 
father  was  a  farmer  bj'  vocation.  Albert  Umber  was  but  six  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  but  the  position  of  the  family 
was  such  that  he  was  not  thereby  denied  the  advantages  of  the  excellent 
schools  of  his  native  place.  He  received  a  good  common-school  training 
and  continued  to  reside  in  the  fatherland  until  he  was  about  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age,  when,  in  1869,  he  severed  the  ties  that  bound  him 
to  the  land  of  his  nativity  and  set  forth  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the 
United  States.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  port  of  New  York  City 
'Sir.  Umber  nmde  his  way  to  Ohio  and  became  a  resident  of  Erie  County. 
He  found  employment  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  where  he  remained  until 
1874,  when  he  removed  to  Perkins  Township,  where  he  has  continueil 
his  association  with  farming  enterprises  during  the  long  intervening 
years  and  where  he  has  achieved  success  that  is  worthy  of  its  name. 
He  has  exemplified  the  energy  and  mature  judgment  for  which  our 
valued  German  element  of  citizenship  has  always  been  notable,  has 
retained  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  people  of  the  community 
that  has  so  long  represented  his  home,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  and 
loyal  citizens  of  Erie  County.  He  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause 
of  the  democratic  party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  zealous  communi- 
cants of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  which  they  hold  membership  in  the 
parish  of  St.  iMary's  Church  in  the  City  of  Sandusky. 

In  the  year  18*66  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Umber  to  Miss 
Louise  Walchle,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland,  and  they  have  six  chil- 
dren, concerning  whom  the  following  brief  record  is  entered :  Louise  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Keller,  a  farmer  of  Perkins  Township;  Albertine 
is  the  wife  of  John  Ott  and  they  reside  at  Peru,  Huron  County;  Rose  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Ott  and  they  maintain  their  home  in  the  City  of 
Cleveland;  Leona  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Dehe  of  Sandusky;  Bertha  is 
the  wife  of  Chai  les  Holtz.  of  the  same  city ;  and  Miss  Clara  remains  at 
the  iiaiviital  lioiiic. 

.biii.x  liny..  Si;.  For  lully  sixty  years  John  Kit/.,  Sr..  lias  had  his 
home  in  Erie  County.  Now  in  his  eightieth  year,  he  can  look  back  upon 
many  substantial  accomplishments,  and  has  the  satisfaction  of  having 
acquired  a  liberal  competence  and  having  provided  well  for  his  children, 
giving  each  a  good  start  in  life.  lie  himself  came  to  Erie  County  with 
very  little  of  tins  world's  goods,  and  none  of  the  older  residents  have 
spent  tlieir  years  more  industriously,  more  uprightly,  and  have  deserved 
a  greater  shai-e  of  |)ublie  esteem. 

The  Ritz  family  came  out  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  where  thc.v 
were  of  tlie  fanning  class  and  for  several  generations  had  livc<l  quiet, 
sober  and  industrious  lives,  .loliii  Kit/.,  Sr.,  was  bcu-n  in  that  |)rovince 
.\i)ril   29,    l.s:i(i,  a   sou   of  -lolin   and    Kli/.iibcl  li    (  Fikc  i    i^it/.    who   were 


634  HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

natives  of  the  same  town  and  province.  His  father  was  born  in  1811 
and  his  mother  in  1809,  and  they  were  married  there  about  1833.  Of 
their  five  children  all  died  young  except  John.  On  July  4,  1835,  the 
parents  and  this  one  son  took  passage  at  Bremerhaven  on  the  sailing 
vessel  Wilhelmiuia,  from  which  they  landed  in  New  York  City  August 
24th  and  arrived  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  on  the  30th  day  of  Augu.st  in  the 
same  year.  They  soon  after  reached  their  chosen  locality  in  Berlin 
Township,  whei'e  they  established  themselves  in  a  humble  log  cabin,  with 
twenty-five  acres  of  stump  land.  Out  of  this  they  evolved  a  home  and  a 
considerable  degree  of  prosperity  before  the  parents  died.  The  father 
and  son  worked  together  for  a  number  of  years  and  accumulated  more 
land  until  they  owned  eighty-five  acres.  On  their  first  farm  the  parents 
lived  for  a  number  of  j-ears,  then  moved  to  another  small  place  now 
owned  by  Charles  Sipp,  and  there  Mi-.  Ritz's  mother  died  in  the  fall 
of  1886.  His  father  about  a  year  later  returned  to  Germany  with  the 
intention  of  remaining  there  permanently,  but  in  a  few  months  became 
discontented  and  started  again  for  America,  taking  passage  in  an  emi- 
grant boat  where  the  passengers  were  so  ill  treated  that,  biino-  thiii  an 
old  man,  he  was  injured  in  body  and  health  when  he  laiiilcil  (jh  May  6, 
1889.  Setting  out  for  the  home  of  his  son  he  reached  his  lndiliii's  place 
in  Norwalk  and  died  there  May  11th.  He  and  his  wife  wx-w  ronlinned 
members  of  the  Lutlieran  Church. 

The  only  representative  of  the  next  generation  in  Erie  County.  John 
Ritz,  Sr.,  secured  his  early  education  in  (xermany  and  was  about  nine- 
teen .years  old  when  he  came  to  Erie  County.  In  association  with  his 
father  and  independently  he  became  a  prosperous  farmer  and  accumu- 
lated land  from  which  he  gave  to  his  sons  about  200  acres,  and  still  owns 
a  fine  farm  in  Berlin  Township  on  Rural  Route  No.  2  out  of  Huron, 
comprising  fifty  acres.  Nearly  all  this  land  has  been  well  improved 
under  his  management  and  it  contains  four  different  sets  of  farm  build- 
ings. He  has  laid  many  rods  of  tile  and  though  the  land  has  .seen  many 
years  of  successive  cropping  it  is  still  highly  productive  and  would  bring 
as  high  price  per  acre  as  perhaps  any  other  farm  iu  Berlin  Township. 
Mr.  Ritz  and  wife  have  an  attractive  and  comfortable  home,  an  eight- 
room  dwelling,  and  there  is  a  large  barn  36x60  feet.  All  the  liuildings 
are  iu  good  repair  and  as  a  farmer  he  has  been  successful  in  raising  the 
staple  crops  of  corn,  wheat  and  oats. 

On  August  24,  1860,  at  Norwalk  in  Huron  County,  Mr.  Ritz  married 
I\Iiss  .T.  Wilhelmina  Foss,  who  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover, 
Criiiiaiiy.  .Alay  13,  1828.  Both  her  grandparents  and  parents  spent  their 
li\(s  ill  Hanover,  and  were  all  quite  old  before  they  died.  Her  parents 
were  1^'redrrick  and  Maria  (Lavas)  Foss,  and  her  father  was  a  ship  car- 
penter. It  was  a  substantial  German  family  and  all  were  memliers  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs.  Ritz  was  the  only  one'  of  the  several  chil- 
dren born  to  her  parents  who  readied  maturity,  and  in  1857  in  com- 
pany with  several  other  young  women  from  the  same  neighl)orhood  she 
took  passage  on  the  stanch  sailing  ship  Cledo  and  four  weeks  later  landed 
in  Castle  Garden.  She  came  on  west  to  Norwalk.  Ohio,  and  there  entered 
the  domestic  service  of  the  well  known  banker,  Mr.  Gardner,  and  was 
also  in  the  home  of  Mr.  Pennewell  until  her  marriage.  She  has  been  a 
most  capable  wife  and  mother,  has  shared  with  her  husband  the  credit 
of  tlwir  lilii'i-al  prosperity,  and  the  large  family  of  children  and  grand- 
rliildicii  tiladly  pay  her  love  and  respect.  John  Ritz,  Sr.,  and  wife  had 
nine  children  born  into  their  home.  The  oldest,  John,  Jr.,  is  a  prosperous 
I'itizeu  of  Erie  County  mentioned  on  other  pages.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Lander,  another  well  known  Berlin  Township  farmer.  Ennna 
is  unmarried  and  living  at  home.  Sabina  is  the  wife  of  Jay  Youns'.  liv- 
ing at  Shinrock  in  Berlin  Town.ship.  and  they  have  a  daughter  nanir-d 
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Mylitta.  Freil,  who  lives  at  Norvvalk,  married  Anna  Bureh,  and  their 
two  children  are  Theodora  and  Aletha.  Catherine  is  the  wii'e  of  David 
Simpson,  a  merchant  in  Oakshade,  and  their  daughter  is  named  Agnes. 
Peter  W.  is  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Township  and  married  Lenore  Abhy. 
Theodore  and  Lewis  are  twins,  both  farmers  in  Berlin  Township,  and 
Theodmv  ],y  liis  iiiiiii-i;i,uv  to  Nellie  Biirdne  has  two  children  named  Rob- 
ert and  l.yl.',  and  l,i\\is  Ritz  married  Tessie  A.  Sarr,  and  they  have  a 
son  and  dan^litiT,  t  )livc-  and  Eldred.  ilr.  and  Mrs.  Ritz  were  both  reared 
in  the  faith  of  tlie  ijiithcrMu  Clmrcli.  hut  are  not  regular  members  of 
any  society  of  that  faith. 

John  Jarrett.  Of  a  family  that  has  been  identitied  with  Erie 
County  tlirough  three  generations,  John  Jarrett  is  a  native  son  of  the 
county,  and  ior  many  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  well  ordered  enter- 
prise of  agriculture  in  Perkins  Township.  Mr.  Jarrett  is  a  business- 
like farmer,  and  a  citizen  whom  the  people  of  that  comnumity  respect 
for  his  many  sterling  traits  of  character. 

Born  in  Huron  Township  of  Erie  County  September  3,  1868,  John 
Jarrett  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Delia  (Tillotson)  Jarrett.  His  father 
was  born  in  Lehigh  County,  Pennsylvania,  of  English  extraction,  and 
when  a  child  was  brought  to  Erie  County  by  his  parents,  who  were 
among  the  early  settlers.  The  Tillotson  family  is  said  to  have  originated 
in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  Henry  Jarrett  was  reared  in  Perkins 
Township,  and  on  reaching  years  of  maturity  went  out  to  Iowa,  but 
remained  in  that  state  only  a  brief  while,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Erie  County  and  bought  a  farm  south  of  Bogart  and  was  one  of  the 
prosperous  agriculturists  in  that  section  until  his  death  on  April  29, 
1897.  His  death  came  as  a  result  of  an  accident  which  he  received  in 
Sandusky.  He  was  a  republican  in  polities  and  a  member  of  the  Per- 
kins Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  also  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  order  at  Huron,  and  he  was  buried  with  Masonic  ceremonies 
at  Oakland  Cemetery  at  Sandusky. 

Mr.  John  Jarrett  grew  up  in  Huron  Township,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  also  had  the  benefit  of  instruction  in  the  normal 
school  at  Milan,  and  for  a  time  was  in  the  college  at  Ada.  His  chief 
occupation  through  his  active  career  of  about  thirty  years  has  been 
farming,  and  he  now  owns  133  acres  in  Perkins  Township,  a  farm  that 
is  well  improved  with  buildings  and  has  been  made  to  produce  abun- 
dantly of  general  crops  and  stock. 

On  February  28,  1908,  Mr.  Jarrett  niarrictl  :\larie  Ray,  who  was 
born  in  Erie  County,  a  daughter  of  the  late  John  Ray,  a  resident  of 
Huron  Township.  Mr.  Jarrett  is  a  republican  in  itolitics.  and  a  imblic 
spirited  citizen  who  puts  himself  behind  nny  movement  thai  is  tor  tiie 
benefit  of  the  community. 

JdiiN  p.  Wai.dock.  About  four  nnles  out  from  Sandusky  in  Per- 
kins Townsiiip  on  South  Hayes  Aventie,  is  the  AValdoek  farm.  It  is 
owner  and  proprietor,  Mr.  .lolui  P.  Waldock,  has  spent  a  very  active 
career  in  Erie  County,  and  for  a  great  many  years  was  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  stock  buying  and  butcher  business.  His  activities  are 
now  tliose  of  a" general  farmer,  and  his  Misiness  success  is  coupled  with 
an  npiiiilitness  of  character  and  a  public  spirit  which  make  him  one  of 
tile  elTeetive  leadei'S  in  Perkins  Township. 

His  birth  occurred  in  England  .sixty,  miles  from  the  City  of  London^ 
Atigust  23,  1852.  His  parents  were  Frederick  D.  and  Fannie  (Green) 
Waldock.  who  were  also  natives  of  England,  and  tiie  Waldocks  liave  a 
lineage  in  that  (■(uintry  extending  back  for  a  number  of  generations. 
In   l.sf)!  the  familv  emigrated  to  Ameriea,  and   loealed  in   Krie  County. 
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For  a  number  of  years  their  home  was  in  Oxford  Township,  but  later 
they  came  to  Perkins  Township  and  settled  in  the  woods.  While  the 
Waldoeks  came  after  the  first  generation  of  pioneers,  they  lived  in  con- 
ditions that  approached  those  of  pioneer  times,  and  added  their  share 
to  the  improvements  which  have  transformed  Perkins  Township 
during  the  last  century.  Frederick  D.  Waldock  became  well  known 
as  a  stockman  and  wholesale  butcher,  and  conducted  agriculture  at  the 
same  time.  He  was  practically  the  first  to  engage  in  butchering  on  a  large 
scale  in  that  part  of  Erie  County.  Though  a  poor  man  when  he  came 
from  England  he  was  prosperous  in  his  endeavors  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  owned  an  estate  of  365  acres.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics, 
a  man  of  utmost  public  spirit,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  among  the 
founders  and  long  active  members  of  Sandhill  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churcli.  Through  his  extended  Inisiness  relations  he  became  known  not 
only  in  Erie  County  liut  in  adjoining  sections  of  Northern  Ohio.  His 
death  occurred  October  12,  1011,  and  his  wife  passed  away  December 
13,   1912. 

Reared  to  man's  estate  in  Perkins  Township,  John  P.  Waldoek  has 
possessed  that  self  reliant  nature  which  enables  a  man  to  succeed  inde- 
pendently of  circumstances.  For  his  education  he  attended  the  Bloom- 
ingville  public  schools,  but  gained  most  of  his  knowledge  by  practical 
experience.  In  1877  he  married  Lydia  Koehler,  who  was  born  in  Per- 
kins Township,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Annie  (Easterday)  Koehler, 
who  were  early  settlers  of  Perkins  Township.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  Gw-many  and  her  mother  of  Crawford  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Waldock  have  two  children.  Gladys  A.  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Hummel  of 
Perkins  Township.  The  son  Eugene  F.  still  lives  in  Perkins  Township. 
Mr.  Waldock  and  his  family  attend  the  Sandhill  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  a  fine  type  of  public  spirited 
citizen.  For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
wholesale  butcher  business,  and  there  should  also  be  mentioned  to  his 
credit  the  work  he  did  in  helping  to  clear  up  about  eighty  acres  of 
land  and  remove  the  timber  and  place  it  in  cultivation. 

Henry  L.  Scheid.  Oxford  Township  has  no  more  sterling  citizen 
and  practical  man  of  affairs  than  Henry  L.  Scheid,  who  is  now  serving 
as  township  treasurer  and  during  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  has 
been  variously  identified,  always  helpfully  and  progressively,  with  local 
affairs.  His  "father  was  one  of  the  fine  old  citizens  who  came  into  Erie 
(Jounty  from  Germany,  and  Mr.  Scheid  now  resides  on  and  occupies  the 
farm  which  his  father  hewed  out  of  the  wilderness  in  Oxford  Township. 
As  a  farmer  Mr.  Scheid  has  the  operations  of  235  acres  of  land,  and 
having  made  this  industry  profitable  to  himself  has  laid  a  substantial 
basis  for  the  confidence  which  he  enjoys  as  a  citizen.  Besides  acting  as 
township  treasurer  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  of 
the  township. 

He  was  born  in  that  section  of  Erie  County  on  August  8,  1866,  being 
a  son  of  the  late  Peter  and  Catherine  (Heuser)  Scheid.  His  parents 
were  both  born  in  the  old  Duchy  of  Nassau,  Germany.  Peter  Scheid 
was  still  a  youth  when  he  came  to  America  with  a  brother,  and  had 
been  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  land.  'He  lived  for  a 
time  in  Huron  County  and  then  settled  in  Oxford  Township  of  Erie 
Countv  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  son  Henry.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  his  nationality  in  Oxford  Township,  and  pursued 
a  long  and  industrious  career  until  his  death  in  October,  1905.  Of  his 
children  six  survive:  Charles  P.  of  Milan,  Ohio;  Henry  L.,  of  Oxford 
Towiisliip:  Catherine,  wife  of  G.  W.  Waldock  of  Perkin.s  Township; 
Louis  W.  of  Huron  Township ;  Julia,  wife  of  V.  Paseoe  of  Sandusky  ; 
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and  Alda  M.  of  Milan.  Peter  Scheid  likewise  held  the  office  of  town- 
ship treasurer  in  his  time,  and  was  also  a  trustee.  His  widow  is  now 
living  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  residing  at  JMilan. 

Henry  L.  Seheid  grew  \\p  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  and 
attended  the  local  schools,  supplementing  this  education  liy  further 
training  in  the  private  normal  school  at  Milan.  Since  reaching  man- 
hood he  has  given  his  endeavors  to  farming  as  a  vocation  and  now  has 
one  of  the  best  improved  places  in  Oxford  Town.ship,  every  building, 
fence  and  field  giving  evidence  of  his  thrifty  and  capable  husbandry. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  township  board  of 
education,  served  several  years  as  president  of  the  board,  and  still 
looks  after  the  interests  of  the  schools  in  his  locality.  His  appoint- 
ment as  ti-easurer  of  Oxford  Township  came  in  May,  191.').  but  he  liad 
previously  served  two  terms  in  the  same  office. 

Mr.  Scheid  married  iMiss  Louise  Mowry  of  Oxford  Township,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Mowry,  a  late  resident  of  that  locality.  The  mother  is  still 
living  in  the  township.  To  their  marriage  were  born  five  children :  Ethel 
M.,  Catherine  L.,  Dorothy,  J.  Peter  and  Robert.  With  his  family  Mr. 
Scheid  is  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  at  Union  Corners 
in  Milan  Township,  and  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  that  congregation. 

W1T.LIAM  C.  M.\RSH.\LL.  One  of  the  well  improved  farms  of  Perkins 
Township  is  that  owned  by  Mr.  Marshall,  who  has  been  a  resident  of 
Erie  from  his  boyhood  days,  thoug^h  he  claims  iliehigan  as  the  place 
of  his  nativity,  his  parents  having  been  residents  of  that  .state  for  only 
a  few  years. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  born  in  Calhoun  County,  Michigan,  on  the  20th 
of  January,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Lucinda  (Chapman)  Mar- 
shall, the  former  of  whom  was  bora  in  England,  in  1821,  and  the 
latter  of  whom  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  Joseph  Mar- 
shall was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  and  in  1841,  when 
twenty  years  of  age,  he  came  to  America  and  establish  his  residence 
in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  he  continued  to  reside  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  save  for  a  period  of  four  years  passed  in  Michigan. 
He  was  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
Perkins  Township  for  many  years  and  here  died  on  his  old  homestead, 
in  the  '90s,  his  wife  having  survived  him  by  only  a  few  months.  Of 
their  children  three  are  living, — Hanuah.  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Keller,  ol'  Toledo,  this  state;  Rose,  who  is  the  wife  of  Solomon  Sheft'el. 
a  priispnous  farmer  of  Perkins  Townsliii):  and  AVilliam  ('..  who  is  llie 
iiiinicdiati'  subject  of  this  review. 

William  C.  Marshall  was  reared  to  adult  age  on  his  father's  farm 
in  Perkins  Township  and  his  early  educational  advantages  were  those 
afforded  in  the  schools  of  the  locality  and  period.  He  has  been  con- 
tinuously identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  in  Erie  County  and  his 
excellent  farm,  which  coinprises  forty-three  acres,  is  under  effective  cul- 
tivation, with  every  evidence  of  thrift  and  prosperity,  though  its  com- 
paratively small  area  does  not  imply  that  the  owner  has  not  consulted 
expediency  by  concentration  of  effort  and  by  obtaining  the  maximum 
returns  for  his  well  ordered  endeavors  as  a  general  agriculturist  and 
stock-grower. 

Mr.  Marshall  is  a  man  of  strong  individuality,  is  well  fortified  in 
his  conviction  and  has  the  buoyant  and  genial  temperament  whicli  ever 
begets  popular  confidence  and  good  will.  He  is  one  of  the  progressive 
and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Perkins  Township,  is  a  stanch  republican 
in  his  political  proclivities,  and  he  served  four  years  in  the  office  of 
to\viishi|i  trustee,  a  ]ireferment  indicating  tlic  estiuuite  placed  upon  him 
ill   Ihc  ciiimiiiniitv  that    lias  so  long  represented   his  home.      He   and   his 
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wife  are  active  members  of  Perkins  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husliandry: 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  lodge  of  Free  &  Accepted  Masons  in  the  village 
of  Milan;  at  Bloomingville  he  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees  of  the  World,  in  which  he  has  held  various  official 
positions,  including  that  of  commander.  He  has  achieved  prosperity 
through  his  own  efforts  and  he  and  his  wife  enjoy  unalloyed  popularity 
in  the  social  circles  of  their  home  township. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1884,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Marshall  to  Miss  Lucy  Graves,  who  was  born  in  Huron  Township,  this 
county,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Chester  and  Caroline  (Sharp)  Graves, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  one  of  the  New  England  states  and 
the  latter  of  whom  was  a  native  of  England.  Mrs.  Marshall  was  but 
seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  mother's  death  and  was  reared  to 
adult  age  in  the  home  of  a  neighbor  family  in  Perkins  Township,  where 
she  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marshall  have  four  children :  Edna  L.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  K.  Zorn. 
of  Sandusky:  Earl  J.  is  one  of  the  energetic  yoimg  farmers  of  Perkins 
Township ;  Raymond  C.  is  employed  in  the  Cit.y  of  Sandusky :  and  Ida 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Floyd  Coombs,  of  Sandusky. 

J.vMEs  E.  Post.  A  name  that  has  been  identified  for  more  than 
half  a  centurj^  with  the  Great  Lakes  marine  and  the  fishing  industry  is 
that  of  Post.  James  E.  Post  of  Huron  has  been  active  as  a  fisherman 
in  that  village  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  now  operates  a  business 
of  his  own.  each  year  taking  many  tons  of  fish  out  of  Lake  Erie,  and  is 
also  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Hui'on,  where  he  is  serving  on  the 
village  council.  Mr.  Post  recently  completed  a  beautiful  modern  home 
on  Center  Street,  the  best  residential  street  of  Huron,  and  there  he 
and  his  family  enjoy  the  comforts  of  modern  life,  their  home  being 
equipped  with  all  conveniences,  and  it  is  also  one  of  the  attractive  cen- 
ters of  social  affairs. 

Capt.  John  E.  Post,  father  of  James  E.,  is  one  of  the  best  known  of 
the  veterans  in  the  lake  and  fishing  service  of  Lake  Erie  and  Lake 
Ontario.  His  career  covers  a  period  of  more  than  sixty  years.  He 
began  as  a  fisherman  when  still  a  boy  at  Pairport,  Ohio,  and  some 
years  later  became  a  sailor  with  his  uncle  Bliss  Wilcox,  and  was  finally 
graduated  to  the  responsibilities  of  both  captain  and  master.  He  had 
charge  of  one  of  the  boats  of  his  uncle  for  a  number  of  years,  and  later 
became  an  independent  operator  as  a  fisherman,  with  headquarters  at 
Fairport.  His  active  career  continued  along  those  lines  for  forty  years, 
in  fact  until  his  death  at  Painesville  in  Lake  County  twelve  years  ago. 
At  that  time  he  was  sixty-eight  years  old.  Captain  Post  was  born  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut  in  1834  of  Quaker  parentage.  His  father, 
Daniel  Post,  brought  his  family  to  Ohio  in  1836,  making  the  journey 
by  land  with  wagons  and  ox  teams  as  far  as  Buffalo,  and  then  embark- 
ing on  a  small  lake  vessel  which  carried  them  to  Fail-port,  Ohio.  Daniel 
Post  located  on  a  farm  near  that  village,  improved  his  land,  and  eon- 
tinned  to  reside  there  until  his  death.  He  was  seventy-two  years  old. 
wliilc  liis  wife  reached  the  age  of  ninety-one.  After  they  came  to  Ohio 
Ihry  IraiisrciTtil  their  membership  from  the  Quaker  Church  to  the 
Congregational  Church. 

After  John  E.  Post  became  captain  of  a  lake  boat  he  carried  the 
first  cargo  of  iron  ore  shipped  into  the  harbor  of  Lorain,  Ohio.  That 
was  before  the  Civil  war.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known  mariners 
on  Lake  Erie  in  his  lifetime  and  had  a  large  acquaintance  in  nearly  all 
the  harbors  and  lake  towns  of  Northern  Ohio.  Mr.  Post  was  married 
in  Painesville,  Ohio,  to  Margaret  Allen,  who  was  born  in  Lake  County. 
Ohio,  and  died  there  in  1898  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.    She  was  a  woman 
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of  great  wortli,  kindly  character,  and  a  devoted  mother.  Her  children 
were  as  follows:  Thomas,  now  a  fisherman  at  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  is 
married  and  has  two  daughters;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  John  Gibson 
of  Painesville,  and  has  a  large  Jainily  of  sons  and  daughters;  the  next 
in  order  of  the  children  is  Jaims  K. ;  .laspci-  lives  in  Cleveland  and  is 
married:  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Josriih  lvi,ff,r  of  Cleveland  and  has  two 
sons  and  one  daughter;  Lena  is  the  wife  of  George  Watters  of  Ashta- 
l)ula  and  has  one  daughter;  John  E.,  Jr.,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

James  E.  Post  M-as  born  at  Painesville,  Lake  County,  Ohio,  July  4, 
1871.  and  up  to  the  age  of  thirteen  lived  at  home  and  had  the  advan- 
tages of  the  local  schools.  At  that  tender  age  he  got  his  first  experience 
as  a  practical  sailor  and  fisherman,  soon  acquired  a  proficiency  which 
made  him  invaluable  to  his  fatiirr.  and  rontiuued  to  be  as.sociated  with 
Captain  Post  until  1890.  In  that  y,ar  \ir  i. ■moved  to  Huron  and  found 
employment  as  a  fisherman  and  ilo.ks  innini'cr,  and  that  was  his  regular 
work  until  1910.  In  that  year  Mr.  Post  became  an  independent  operator 
in  the  fishing  industry,  and  has  an  equipment  for  fishing  with  gill  net 
and  trap  net.  All  his  operations  are  in  Lake  Erie  waters  and  his 
large  catch  sold  to  the  Kishman  Pish  Company. 

Mr.  Post  was  married  in  Huron  to  Fi-ankie  M.  Barram.  She  was 
born  in  Huron  September  27,  1872,  and  was  educated  both  in  the  grade 
and  the  high  schools.  Her  parents  were  John  S.  and  Margaret  (Garritt) 
Barram,  who  are  still  living  in  Huron,  now  full  of  years.  Her  father 
is  of  English  and  her  mother  of  German  ancestry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Post 
have  a  daughter,  Leota  D.,  aged  eighteen,  and  a  graduate  in  1914  from 
the  Huron  High  School,  and  Helen  Barram,  who  is  now  in  the  first  year 
of  the  high  school,  ilr.  and  ^Irs.  Post  and  daughters  attend  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  wliidi  Mrs.  i'osi  and  lici'  dantiiitcrs  arc  a<-tivi-  incinbers. 
Mr.  Post  is  repul)liran.  is  afliliatcd  with  and  lias  passnl  llic  .hairs  in 
Huron  Lodge  No.  .")(i4,  Kniuhts  of  l'\thias,  and  cnjnys  a  sph'ndid  popu- 
larity as  a  citizen  and  business  man  and  his  name  is  familiar  to  the 
fishing  and  lake  trade  all  around  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

C.  Scott.  In  naming  the  men  or  firms  most  active  in  the  fishing 
industry  along  the  lake  shore  and  Erie  County,  one  that  comes  first  to 
claim  attention  is  that  of  Scott.  The  firm  of  C.  Scott  &  Sons  have  one 
of  the  largest  cstahlishiiKmts  and  are  among  the  most  extensive  opera- 
tors in  the  watns  dl  Lake  Erie.  Mr.  Scott,  the  head  of  the  firm,  has 
been  engaged  ui  lishiiiL;-  from  the  Port  of  Huron  for  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century  and  in  i-ecent  years  his  son  William  lias  been  his  capable 
assistant  and  partner.  They  have  a  large  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  boats,  nets  and  warehouses.  They  operate  thirty  large  tlouble  pannel 
trap  nets  of  the  Earl  pattern,  known  among  fishermen  as  the  "hell 
devil"  net.  Each  of  these  nets  measure  from  22  to  25  rods  in  length, 
and  with  such  equipment  and  with  their  experience  and  skill  in  placing 
th(>  nets  the  firm  produce  a  large  annual  catch  and  dispose  of  it  direct 
to  wholesale  dealers.  The  greater  part  of  the  fish  taken  by  this  firm  are 
blue  pike.  Mr.  Scott  is  known  among  all  his  friends  and  acquaintances 
as  a  man  of  absolute  veracity,  and  the  truth  of  the  following  record 
catcli  in  his  experience  can  therefore  be  vouched  as  accurate.  It  was  in 
the  '80s  when  he  was  w-ith  a  fishing  crew  that  took  up  from  one  pound 
net  seventeen  tons  of  herring  at  one  catch.  He  has  been  active  in  the 
fishing  industry  since  1876,  operating  both  pound  and  trap  nets,  and 
has  been  on  liis  own  account  since  1882.  During  most  of  tiiis  time  he 
has  worked  witli  the  nu)dern  trap  net.  "With  I\Ir.  Scott  this  has  been 
a  life  industry  and  vocation,  and  his  record  is  such  as  to  place  him 
among  the  leading  business  men  of  Erie  County.  His  son  William  has 
l)een  associated   with   liiin    in   the   industry   for   the  past  ten  years,   ami 
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lias  brought  to  the  business  uot  only  capable  experience  but  the  use  and 
energy  of  a  younger  generation.  The  firm  has  among  its  equipment  a 
twine  and  net  house  that  is  one  of  the  most  modern  along  the  lake  shore, 
standing  on  a  foundation  30x60  feet,  with  a  full  sized  loft.  This  large 
house  is  necessary  for  the  storage  of  the  nets  and  also  for  repairing, 
since  the  heavy  weather  is  necessainly  destructive  to  this  part  of  the 
iM|iiipiiient.  The  fishing  season  runs  about  eight  months  in  tlie  year, 
hi'iiiiining  after  March  15th,  which  is  the  legal  date  of  the  opening. 
Dining  July  and  August  it  is  not  practicable  to  fish  in  Lake  Erie,  but 
without  exception  the  open  season  extends  until  the  waters  are  closed  by 
winter.  Mr.  C.  Scott  has  been  a  resident  of  Huron  since  the  fall  of  1877. 
He  was  born  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  March  4,  1856,  and  spent  the  first 
fiftciMi  years  of  his  life  in  that  locality.  He  then  became  identified  with 
tlic  activities  along  the  lake  shore,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  was  em- 
liloyeil  as  a  regular  fisherman  at  Stoney  Point,  Michigan.  Eighteen 
months  later  he  removed  to  Huron,  and  that  village  has  been  the  head- 
quarlors  of  his  constantly  expanding  operations.  It  is  not  surprising, 
considering  the  eiiergv'  with  which  he  has  pursued  his  calling  and  the 
business  like  judgment  which  has  regulated  its  management,  that  Mr. 
Scott  is  a  man  of  substantial  fortune. 

He  comes  of  old  New  England  stock  on  both  sides  of  his  parentage. 
His  parents  were  among  the  pioneers  in  Northern  Ohio,  and  knew  Huron 
when  it  was  only  a  cluster  of  little  houses  around  the  harbor. 

Edward  M.  Scott,  the  father  of  Mr.  Canaris  Scott,  was  one  of  the 
rciiiai-k:ilil('  men  ol'  Xiirthcrn  Ohio  in  his  time.  He  was  a  native  of  Con- 
Hcciiiiit  (if  \c\v  i;ii-I,ii!(l  parentage,  born  in  1808,  grew  up  in  his  native 
s1a1c.  and  wa.s  married  there  to  Lucinda  J.  Hyatt,  who  was  of  similar 
birth  and  ancestry.  Not  long  after  their  marriage,  in  the  early  '30s, 
they  came  out  to  the  Western  Reserve  of  Ohio,  making  their  journey  by 
slow  stages  according  to  the  primitive  transportation  methods  of  the 
time,  and  arrivinii-  at  flu-  little  Port  of  Huron  on  the  vessel  Eliza  Jenkins. 
All  the  surroniidiiie'  cmintry  was  then  almost  an  unbroken  wildei-ness. 
and  it  presented  a  s]ilcii(lid  field  for  the  skill  and  energies  of  Edward 
Scott.  His  life  work  was  that  of  fisherman,  trapper  and  hunter.  Many 
stories  have  been  written  about  the  marvelous  skill,  endurance  and  craft 
of  the  American  woodsmen,  and  it  can  be  truthfully  said  that  Edward 
Scott  was  the  peer  of  any  of  his  kind.  For  their  ability  in  combating 
the  hardships  and  solving  the  problems  of  the  virgin  forests  the  Indians 
have  been  given  a  reputation  for  prowess  above  all  races,  and  yet 
Edward  Scott  possessed  the  unerring  instinct  of  the  Indian,  was  his 
eqiial  in  handling  gun  or  boat,  possessed  the  same  qualities  of  wood 
craft  in  tracking  and  hunting  the  wild  creatures  of  the  forest,  had  a 
like  courage  in  the  presence  of  danger,  and  could  endure  the  rigors 
of  exposure,  heat  or  cold,  hunger  and  thirst,  along  with  the  best  of  the 
red  men.  It  is  said  that  he  would  take  his  huuting  boat  \yhere  no  one 
else  dared  venture,  and  has  been  known  to  shoot  his  frail  craft  over 
river  dams  ten  feet  high  without  upsetting.  He  was  absolutely  fearless, 
and  at  the  same  time  his  courage  was  fortified  with  a  marvelous  skill 
which  was  siifTicicnt  to  instill  in  him  absolute  confidence.  Edward  Scott 
might  W(  II  lie  called  the  Kit  Carson  or  Daniel  Boone  of  all  this  region. 
As  a  marksman  many  stories  are  told  of  him.  It  is  said  that  he  could 
take  his  trusty  rifle  and  at  a  distance  of  twenty  paces  strike  the  head  of 
a  ten-penny  nail  and  drive  it  into  the  hardwood.  In  such  exhibitions  he 
seldom  failed  his  mark.  He  enjoyed  all  the  romantic  experiences  of  the 
frontier  and  as  a  Imnter,  fisher  and  trapper  was  one  of  the  best  known 
characters  all  around  Lake  Erie.  Like  many  of  his  kind,  he  possessed 
an  inordinate  love  of  nature,  especially  in  its  primitive  dress,  and  spent 
practicallv  all  his  life  in  the  untrammeled  freedom  of  the  great  woods 
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and  the  streams.  Many  of  his  later  years  were  passed  at  Milan  in  Erie 
(bounty,  and  he  was  almost  constantly  in  the  woods  that  bordered  the 
Huron  River.  He  died  at  Milan  in  August,  1871.  His  widow  subse- 
quently came  to  the  home  of  her  sou,  Mr.  C.  Scott,  in  Huron,  and  died 
there  April  1, 1903.  She  was  born  jMay  6,  1815,  and  was  tlierefore  nearly 
eighty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Edward  Scott  was  a 
republican  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  reared  as  Baptists,  but 
were  members  of  no  church  iu  later  years. 

Mr.  C.  Scott  is  the  youngest  living  out  of  a  family  of  eleven  children. 
There  are  four  daughters  and  three  of  the  sons  still  living,  and  are 
married  and  heads  of  families.  Mr.  Scott  married  a  Huron  girl,  Louisa 
Ochs.  She  was  born  at  Huron  in  September,  1856,  and  grew  up  and 
was  educated  in  that  vicinity.  Her  father,  Wilhelin  Ochs,  was  a  native 
of  Germany,  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man,  and  in  Erie 
County  married  Lavina  Wolverton.  After  their  marriage  they  began 
housekeeping  in  Huron.  Mr.  Ochs,  though  he  had  learned  the  trade  of 
potter,  found  no  occupation  in-  that  work,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  engaged  in  teaming  which  formed  the  bulk  of  his  active  life.  He 
and  his  wife  died  in  Huron  when  about  seventy  years  of  age.  He  was 
a  republican  iu  polities,  and  the  Ochs  family  was  represented  among  the 
best  citizenship  of  that  locality. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  have  a  familj'  of  capable  children  who  do  them 
honor.  Clarence,  the  oldest,  was  born  reared  and  educated  in  Huron, 
was  formerly  a  stenographer  and  is  now  connected  with  an  illuminating 
company  al  Clrvdand,  and  married  Hazel  Brown.  William  E.  Scott, 
now  t\V(iil\ -iiiiir  years  of  age,  was  born  in  Huron,  graduated  in  1905 
from  111!'  liigh  school,  and  since  that  date  has  been  actively  associated 
with  his  father  iu  the  fishing  industry  under  the  name  C.  Scott  &  Son. 
He  married  Carrie  Beatty,  and  at  their  home  on  Homan  Street  they 
have  two  sons,  Harland  and  Edwin  W.  Clara  L.  is  the  wife  of  Louis  F. 
Rope,  a  brick  mason  at  Akron,  and  they  have  a  sou  named  Robert  Scott. 
Mildred  L.,  who  graduated  from  the  local  high  school,  is  now  a  student 
in  domestic  science  at  the  normal  school  in  Kent,  Ohio.  Mr.  Scott  is  a 
republican  iu  politics,  an  ex-member  of  the  council  at  Huron  and  also 
of  the  board  of  education.  Tlie  children  were  reared  in  the  Presbyterian 
faith  as  their  i-eligion. 

I'liii.ir  .\.  lIuFF.M  \N.  The  lienefits  conferred  u|)on  llie  community  by 
such  a  citizen  as  the  late  Philip  A.  Huffman  sliouhl  not  soon  l>e  foi-gotlen, 
and  tliis  brief  memorial  to  his  life  and  the  record  of  his  family  relation- 
.ship  in  Erie  County  are  only  an  attempt  to  give  credit  where  credit  is 
due  to  a  nuui  who  was  for  many  years  industi-ious  and  successl'ul  as  a 
farmer,  had  served  his  country  well  as  a  soldier  during  tlie  trying-  tUiys 
of  the  Civil  war,  and  bore  himself  uprightly  in  all  the  varied  relations 
of  life. 

When  this  excellent  citizen  passed  away  at  Ids  home  in  Berlin  Town- 
shij)  on  .Inly  3,  1SI»7,  he  was  not  yet  sixty  years  of  age.  He  was  born  at 
the  old  coMimunitv  of  Beliview  in  Sanduskv,  Ohio,  August  25,  1838,  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza  A.  (Watts)  iiutrman.  The  IlulViuans  were  of 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock,  while  tlie  Watts  family  was  of  Knglish  origin. 
Hoth  j)ai'ents  were  born  and  were  mari-ied  in  i'ennsylvania,  and  while 
living  there,  their  first  eiuld,  Louisa,  was  born.  In  the  spring  of 
1838  this  small  family  left  the  Keystone  State  and  with  wa->ons  and 
teams  started  for  Ohio.  They  reached  Toledo,  and  then  owing  to  the 
bad  enndition  of  the  roiuls  the  young  mother  I'ode  the  rest  of  the  way 
into  Sandusky  Count.v  on  horseback  with  her  baby  in  her  arms.  Having 
arrived  near  Beliview.  Samuel  Huffman  liought  and  improved  a  farm 
from  almost  the  pi-imi'va!  wildei-ness.     Their  first   home  was  a  little  log 
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shack  which  stood  on  the  land  when  they  took  possession  and  his  labors 
subsequently  constructed  a  new  log  hut,  but  still  of  primitive  accommo- 
dations. During  the  '50s  he  replaced  these  humble  dwellings  with  a  sub- 
stantial frame  house  w-kieh  measured  well  up  to  the  standards  of  com- 
forts and  improvements  of  that  time.  It  was  in  that  home  that  Samuel 
and  his  wife  died,  he  at  the  age  of  sixty-four,  while  his  wife  survived 
until  December,  1880,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  His  death  resulted  from 
blood  poisoning,  induced  by  a  prick  in  the  knee  from  a  thorn  of  the 
osage  orange.  These  were  most  excellent  people,  kind  and  considerate 
in  all  their  relations,  invaluable  in  times  of  need  and  distress  in  their 
community,  and  lived  always  in  the  fear  of  God  and  in  the  practice  of 
the  essential  principles  of  Christianity.  They -were  among  the  mo8t  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Bellview. 

The  late  Philip  Huffman  was  the  first  son  and  second  child  in  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  and  was  the  first  to  be  born  in  Ohio.  Only  two  of 
these  arc  still  living.  Ezra,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Sandusky  County, 
was  t  hi'  lirsi  ])assenger  conductor  to  take  a  passenger  train  over  the  Nickel 
I'latr  RailH.iy  and  is  now  retired.  Another  sou,  Samuel,  Jr.,  is  a  retired 
i-esident  of  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

On  the  old  farm  in  Sandusky  County  Philip  Huffman  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  his  youthful  strength  did  something  toward  the  clearing  up 
and  improving  the  lands.  His  education,  begun  in  the  district  schools, 
was  continued  at  Berea  in  the  higher  institutions  of  learning  at  that 
place.  When  a  young  man  of  about  twenty-four,  in  August,  1862,  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  B  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  Randolph  and  Colonel 
Wilson,  and  the  regiment  was  part  of  General  Milroy's  Brigade.  His 
brother  Ezra  was  with  him  in  the  same  company  and  together  they 
served  for  a  total  period  of  three  years.  He  escaped  without  wounds, 
but  w-as  twice  taken  prisoner.  The  first  capture  came  at  the  battle  of 
Winchester,  and  he  reinaiiifd  in  jirisoii  at  Belle  Isle  in  the  James  River 
until  exchanged.  Then  wliilr  lodi-crdini;-  with  his  regiment  to  the  battle- 
field at  Gettysburg  he  was  auain  caiJtuicd.  and  this  time  became  an  in- 
mate of  the  notorious  Liliiiy  Prison,  and  cnilnml  i1s  horrors  for  several 
month  before  exchange.  He  again  rejoined  his  .•(iiinnand,  and  continued 
in  the  active  service  until  his  honorable  disrhai-ge  iDHowing  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington  with  the 
other  victorious  troops  of  the  Union,  and  the  service  of  special  interest 
was  as  a  member  of  the  bodyguard  around  the  bier  of  Lincoln  at  Wash- 
ington. 

With  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Huffman  lived  on  the  old  farm  in 
Sandusky  County  until  1871,  was  mamed  in  that  year,  and  somewhat 
later,  in  April,  1875,  moved  to  Erie  County.  Here  he  bought  120  acres  in 
Berlin  Township,  and  that  place  became  the  scene  of  his  induslrions 
endeavor  as  a  farmer  until  his  death.  Mrs.  Huffman  still  occupies  the 
old  home,  and  it  is  a  place  endeared  to  her  by  the  associations  and  memo- 
ries of  forty  years.  The  late  Mr.  Huffman  was  a  farmer  who  combined 
intelligence  with  his  labors,  and  was  well  prosperous.  He  was  likewise 
respected  for  his  many  amiabli-  traits  of  character,  was  a  true  Christian 
man,  and  in  politics  a  iv|iiililiran. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  I'.erlin  Township  on  June  8.  1871,  Philip 
A.  Huffman  married  J\liss  Jennie  Knight.  To  this  union  was  born  a 
daughter.  Lucy  L.,  on  ]\Iay  20,  1872.  She  died  September  18,  1894. 
Her  husband  is  George  Jenkins,  who  owns  a  fine  farm  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship comprising  117  acres.  Mr.  Jenkins  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
married  Helen  Knight,  and  they  have  five  children. 

Mrs.  Huffman  was  born  in  Berlin  Township  November  23,  1849,  and 
grew  up   and  was  educated   near  her  old   home.     Since   the   death   of 
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.Mr.  Huffman  eighteen  years  ago  she  has  capably  managed  the  farm  and 
lives  in  comfort  surrounded  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  relatives. 
Her  parents  were  Simon  and  Ann  (Wheaton)  Knight.  They  were  both 
born  in  Devonshire,  England,  her  father  on  December  9,  1819,  and  her 
mother  on  March  25,  1822.  Both  the  Knights  and  Wheatons  were  of 
long  lived  families  and  had  long  been  identified  with  the  countrj'  of 
Southwestern  England.  Before  the  Knight  family  left  England,  one 
child,  Ricliard,  was  born  to  them.  In  April,  1849,  they  em])arked  on  a 
sailing  vessel  and  spent  five  weeks  in  crossing  the  ocean  to  the  New  World. 
They  landed  in  Quebec,  Canada,  and  thence  came  up  the  waters  of  tlie 
river  and  Great  Lakes  to  Sandusky,  Ohio.  The  year  1849  is  well  niiicm- 
bered  as  the  time  of  the  great  cholera  epidemic.  From  Sandusky  they 
came  on  to  Huron  and  from  there  to  Berlin  Township,  where  Mr.  Knight 
rented  laud  and  subsequently  purchased  a  jilaee  of  his  own.  He  had 
many  of  the  qualities  which  have  long  distinguished  the  thrifty  Devon 
men,  and  in  Erie  County  became  one  of  the  successful  and  influential 
citizens,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  425  acres,  most  of  which 
was  in  a  high  state  of  improvement.  He  died  in  April,  1891,  and  his  wife 
pas.sed  away  August  16,  1887.  She  took  a  prominent  interest  in  the 
^Methodist  Church  and  was  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Richard  Wheaton,  a  vig- 
orous e-xpouent  of  Methodist  doctrine  in  the  old  country  who  also  came 
to  Erie  County  and  died  here  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  The  Knight  family 
belonged  to  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  late  Mr.  Knight  was  a  repub- 
lican and  had  a  considerable  part  in  local  affairs. 

Mrs.  Huffman  was  the  second  of  three  children.  Her  brother  Richard 
Nash  was  born  in  England  June  5,  1845,  was  reared  in  Erie  County,  now 
lives  on  a  farm  of  si.xty  acres  in  Berlin  Township  and  by  his  marriage 
to  Mary  Eglcscui  lias  llii'ce  children.  Mrs.  Huffman's  sister  Lucy,  born 
July  19,  liS.")!',  wiis  iciivd  and  educated  in  Erie  County  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Berlin  Township  in  January,  1881,  when  not  yet  twenty- 
nine  years  of  age.  She  mari-ied  Frank  A.  Barrows,  who  was  born  in 
Avon,  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  November  30,  1847,  and  though  educated 
for  the  law  at  Oberlin  College  did  not  practice,  but  instead  became  a 
farmer  after  his  marriage,  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  stock  raisers 
in  Erie  County  and  has  a  fine  place  of  147  acres.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bar- 
rows were  born  two  children.  Eugenia  died  after  her  marriage  to  Henry 
Hoffman  and  left  two  children,  Frank  and  Lester,  Mr.  Hoffman  being 
still  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Township.  Samuel  now  lives  on  the  farm  with 
his  father  and  is  unmarried.  Frank  A.  Barrows  has  been  quite  a  factor 
in  local  polities,  and  for  two  terms,  from  1880  to  1884,  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  The  first  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Lorain 
County,  and  having  an  excellent  educational  equipment  he  spent  twelve 
years  as  a  teacher  in  his  native  county  and  in  Erie  County.  He  has  been 
successful  much  above  the  average  as  a  farmer,  and  by  capable  manage- 
ment lias  what  is  properly  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  improved  places 
in  Berlin  Township. 

Adam  E.  Wikel.  Though  a  native  of  this  section  of  Ohio,  ]\lr.  WiUel 
spent  many  years  of  his  active  manhood  as  a  pioneer  farmer  in  Neltra.ska, 
and  from  that  state  returned  to  Erie  County  some  fifteen  years  ago. 
Mr.  Wikel  now  has  some  excellent  country  property  in  Berlin  Township, 
owns  a  fine  home  which  is  situated  along  rural  route  No.  2  out  of  Huron, 
but  is  mainly  retired  from  his  business  which  gave  him  his  prosperity 
and  enabled  him  to  take  a  substantial  jjosifion  in  any  connniniity  where 
111'  has  lived. 

He  is  a  representative  of  substantial  <lcrman  stock,  a  son  of  Ciiarles 
and  Helen  (Root^  Wikel.  His  father  was  born  in  1S25  in  Hbenish, 
I'.avai-ia,  Ciermany,  where  the  name  was  spelled  Weichel.     When  sixteen 
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years  of  age  he  came  to  the  Uuiteil  States,  arriving  after  a  tedious  voyage 
on  a  sailing  vessel  at  New  York  City,  and  theuee  proceeded  across  the 
couutrj'  to  Erie  County,  Ohio.  He  grew  to  manhood  at  Weaver  s  Corner, 
near  Bellevue  in  Huron  Township,  where  his  uncle,  Adam  Wikel,  had 
settled  some  years  previously.  After  his  marriage  to  Miss  Root  Charles 
Wikel  became  a  farmer  and  lived  part  of  the  time  in  Huron  County  and 
part  of  the  time  in  Milan  Township  of  Erie  County.  He  died  Decem- 
ber 16,  1890.  He  was  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  and  a 
democrat  in  politics.  His  widow  passed  away  November  24,  1901,  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  ]Mrs.  Peter  Kriss  at  Huron.  She  was  born  in 
1825  and  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Charles  Wikel  for 
many  years  followed  the  business  of  auctioneer,  and  that  was  ■  a  pur- 
suit which  brought  him  into  touch  with  people  over  a  wide  area  and 
made  him  well  known.  Adam  E.  Wikel  was  the  second  son  and  ehihl 
in  a  family  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters.  Of  these,  Henry  died  at  the 
age  of  thirteen,  Marion  died  at  twenty,  and  John  died  in  Erie  County 
at  his  farm  in  Milan  Township,  March  30,  1914,  leaving  a  family  of 
children.  Besides  Adam  those  now  living  are :  Peter,  who  lives  with  liis 
family  at  Floyd,  New  ilexico;  Mary,  widow  of  Peter  Kriss,  at  Huron, 
and  the  mother  of  two  daughters ;  Helen,  wife  of  Louis  Cool,  a  farmer  in 
Huron  Township,  and  the  mother  of  six  children ;  and  Albert,  who  is  a 
coal  dealer  at  Huron  and  has  one  child  living  and  one  died  in  infancy. 
In  Oxford  Township  of  Huron  County  Adam  E.  Wikel  was  liorn 
February  15,  1850.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm,  and  he  came  to 
manliood  with  a  liberal  education,  having  finished  at  the  normal  school 
in  Milan.  After  he  went  out  to  the  Nebraska  frontier  he  taught  si'hool 
one  term.  His  arrival  in  the  new  and  sparsely  settled  country  of 
Xrl.i'Mska  was  on  April  1,  1871.  TL-  liwd  rliiefly  in  S^iuiidrrs  Connt.v 
(iF  lliat  state  and  entered  and  imi)i'ii\ri|  1  hrc^'-inKii't'i'  siM-iinns  of  land 
a1  different  times.  He  had  160  acres  cennirisint;-  a  limber  eulture  claini 
in  Holt  County,  and  he  recently  sokl  that  for  .^5.01)0,  and  still  owns  eighty 
acres  partly  improved  in  the  same  county.  About  fifteen  years  ago  Mr. 
Wikel  returned  to  Ohio,  and  spent  four  years  at  the  Village  of  Huron. 
For  five  years  he  was  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  during  that  time  spent 
eighteen  months  as  manager  of  a  concrete  factory  and  was  also  a  tea 
merchant.  In  1909  having  returned  to  Erie  County  he  bought  his  present 
home  on  section  4  near  Ceylon  in  P.eilin  Tdwnsliiji.  Ilis  life  has  been 
one  of  industry  accompanied  with  giMnl  lnisiiies^  jnd-ment,  and  he  is  now 
able  to  live  retired  and  enjoy  the  fruils  tliat  lia\e  resulted  from  his  well 
directed  endeavors. 

While  living  in  Saunders  County,  Nebraska,  in  1872,  Mr.  Wikel  mar- 
ried Miss  .Martha  E.  Criss.  She  was  born  in  Owen  County,  Indiana. 
May  2,  1851,  and  grew  up  and  was  educated  there.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen she  accompanied  her  parents,  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Grimes)  Criss. 
who  were  natives  of,  and  were  married  in,  Ohio,  on  their  journey  with 
teams  and  wagons  as  part  of  a  colony  of  five  families,  across  the  counti'y 
to  the  wild  and  untamed  prairies  of  Nebraska.  They  arrived  in  that 
state  in  the  fall  of  1871,  and  Mr.  Criss  took  up  a  homestead  in  Chester 
Township,  of  Saunders  County.  At  that  time  there  was  not  a  ti-ee 
nor  house  in  sight,  and  the  Criss  home  was  eighteen  miles  from  the 
nearest  postofifice.  Mrs.  Wikel  has  many  interesting  recollectons  of  hei' 
early  life  in  that  state.  She  recalls  the  sod  schoolhouses  and  churches. 
and  in  a  country  where  lumber  was  practically  unobtainable,  many  of  the 
inhabitants  lived  either  in  dugouts  or  in  box  or  sod  houses.  Among  other 
unpleasant  features  was  the  presence  of  numerous  rattle  snakes.  In 
the  course  of  time  Mr.  Criss  and  his  wife  improved  a  good  home,  and  he 
died  at  Wahoo,  Nebraska,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  and  his  wife  at  the 


HiSToKV  OF  ERIE  CUUXTY  645 

age   of   sixty-five.      Tlicy    were    nieiubers   of    the    .Methodist    Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wikel  have  tlie  satisfaction  of  having  reared  children 
and  seeng  them  already  well  established  in  jjositions  of  usefulness  and 
honor.  Charles,  the  oldest  son,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Township, 
married  Ellen  Scott,  and  they  have  a  daugliter  named  Violet.  Helen, 
now  deceased,  married  liev.  Henry  St.  Louis,  formerly  a  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Nebraska  and  still  engaged  in  the  min- 
istry in  i\lissouri,  and  by  that  union  there  were  three  children.  Hazel, 
Lois  and  Elno.  Burton,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Tov/nship,  married 
Delia  J\lcKuight,  who  by  a  former  marriage  has  two  children,  Warren 
and  John  Mclvnight.  Maude  is  the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Cordes,  who  lives 
in  Chicago  but  is  a  railway  mail  clerk  with  a  run  over  the  Rock  Island 
road  from  Chicago  to  West  Liberty,  Iowa.  The  daughter  Grace  died  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years.  Oua,  who  was  graduated  from  the  high  school 
at  St.  Louis  in  1909,  has  spent  five  years  as  a  .successful  teacher  in  Berlin 
and  ililan  townships,  ilr.  and  Mrs.  Wikel  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Churcli,  which  faith  has  also  been  embraced  by  their  children,  and  he  has 
for  nineteen  years  given  service  to  the  church  in  the  capacity  of  trustee 
and  other  offices.  In  politics  he  upholds  the  principles  of  the  prohibition 
party. 

J.VCOB  Otto.  For  more  than  forty-five  years  Jacob  Otto  lia.s  lived  in 
Erie  County.  He  came  to  America  a  young  German  youth,  with  no 
special  knowledge  of  the  language  or  the  institutions  of  the  New  World, 
and  without  capital  and  influential  friends.  He  gained  a  foothold  as  a 
result  of  steady  industry,  married  and  established  a  home  as  a  farm 
renter,  and  now  for  many  years  has  owned  a  very  attractive  and 
profitable  farmstead  along  the  Lake  Erie  shoi-e  in  Berlin  Township.  His 
postoffice  is  Huron,  and  his  residence  is  in  Berlin  Township. 

Jacob  Otto  was  born  in  Ilessen  Darmstadt,  Germany,  February  22, 
1850,  and  is  of  .solid  German  stock.  His  parents  were  Christopher  and 
Elizabeth  (Peck)  Otto,  natives  of  the  same  town  and  province.  They 
and  their  parents  lived  and  died  at  Hesse  Darmstadt,  and  the  different 
generations  have  furnished  farmers  as  a  rule,  and  there  have  been  large 
families.  Mr.  Otto  is  of  a  clas.s  of  people  naturally  long  lived,  and  among 
his  ancestors  only  his  Grandfather  Peck  passed  away  in  comparatively 
early  life.  The  family  religion  has  been  that  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
Jacob  Otto  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  eleven  children.  Two  of  his 
brothers  are  still  living  in  Germany .  and  have  families.  Jacob  was  one 
of  the  two  children  who  came  to  tlie  I'liiied  States.  His  sister,  Elizabeth, 
was  married  in  Germany  to  Peter  Swil/er,  and  sul)se(iuently  came  to  the 
United  States  locating  in  Sandusky,  where  both  have  since  died.  She 
died  in  August,  1912,  leaving  four  living  children.  Jacob  Otto  grew 
up  in  his  native  land  as  a  German  farmer  boy  and  had  a  connnon  .school 
education.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  in  1869,  he  left  Bremen  on  the  ship 
America,  and  after  two  weeks  landed  in  New  York  City.  He  proceeded 
at  once  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  to  the  Village  of  Vermilion,  and  has  lived 
in  the  county  ever  since  with  the  exception  of  two  years  in  Lorain  County. 
For  about  fifteen  years  he  was  a  renter  in  Berlin  Township,  and  in  1894 
made  his  first  purchase  of  land  along  the  lake  shore.  This  land  borders 
the  lake  short;  for  eighty  rods.  It  comprises  109  acres.  1  hough  a  part  of 
it  is  taken  for  the  street  car  right  of  way,  the  ]uiblie  liighway,  and  tlie 
land  is  all  well  drained  and  highly  fertile  and  valuable.  Mr.  Otto  has 
placed  three  sets  of  building  improvements,  and  two  of  these  are  occupied 
by  his  sons.  His  own  home  is  a  large  and  substantial  residence  sur- 
rounded with  good  barns  and  other  building's.  His  farm  has  been  notable 
for  ils  fruit  product  ion.     At  one  time  he  had  a  crop  of  1,400  bushels 
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of  peaches,  aud  has  also  given  much  attention  to  small  fruit  and  grapes. 
He  IS  a  practical,  hard-neaded  business  man,  and  has  lived  a  life  of 
earnest  purpose  aud  useful  activity. 

Mr.  Otto  was  married  in  America,  but  his  wife  was  the  sweetheart  of 
his  early  years  back  in  Germany.  Her  name  was  Elizabeth  C.  Ries,  who 
was  born  on  a  farm  near  that  on  which  her  husband  grew  up.  The 
date  of  her  birth  was  I'ebruary  10,  IS-Io,  and  she  grew  up  in  her  native 
town.  Her  parents  wex'e  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Jager)  Ries.  Her  father 
was  a  carpenter,  and  both  parents  were  natives  of  Hesse-Nassau,  aud  in 
1876  came  to  the  United  States,  lioth  lived  in  Berlin  Township  of  Erie 
County.  Her  father  was  eighty-one  and  her  mother  eighty-three  when 
death  came  to  them.  They  were  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and 
her  father  was  a  democrat.  Mrs.  Otto  had  one  brother,  Henry  Ries,  who 
came  lo  the  United  States,  married,  and  left  a  large  family  of  six  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Henry  Ries  was  a  hrst-class  carpenter,  aud  was  acci- 
dentally killed  on  the  Nickel  Plate  Railway  when  in  the  prime  of  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  may  take  due  pride  in  their  tine  family  of  chil- 
dren, whom  they  have  reared  and  given  substantial  help  in  becoming 
independent.  Anna,  the  first  child,  died  at  the  entrance  to  a  promising 
young  womanhood.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  John  Huff,  a  farmer  in  Berlin 
Township,  and  their  two  sons  are  Philip  aud  John.  Catherine  E.  is 
the  wife  of  John  Reiber,  a  farmer  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  their 
children  are  named  Catherine,  George  and  Edna  E.  Amelia  C.  married 
Fred  Ackermann,  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Township,  and  their  little  house- 
hold of  five  children  comprise  Edward,  Caroline,  Catherine,  Martin  anil 
Ruth.  Henry  is  an  employee  in  the  car  works  at  Milan  in  Erie  County, 
and  by  his  marriage  to  Pearl  Jenkins  has  two  children,  William  and 
Viola.  Christina  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Ackermann,  a  farmer  in  Berlin 
Township.  Jacob  H.  is  on  part  of  his  father's  farm,  married  Carrie 
Stryker  and  has  three  children,  Mary,  Edward  and  Charles.  George 
William  lives  on  a  fine  home  that  is  a  part  of  his  father's  estate  located 
at  tlie  little  place  known  as  Ceylon  Junction;  he  married  Anna  Wall  of 
Vermilion,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Wallena.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  and 
family  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  the  father  and  sous  are 
all  democrats  in  politics. 

Philip  Kneisel.  Probably  none  of  the  first  class  rural  homesteads 
of  Berlin  Township  represent  a  more  successful  co-opei'ation  between  the 
industry  of  the  husband  and  the  thrift  and  economy  of  the  wife  than 
the  Kneisel  farm,  situated  along  rural  route  No.  2  out  of  Huron.  ^Ir. 
Kneisel  possesses  the  solid  hard  working  ability  characteristic  of  his 
German  ancestry,  but  he  credits  his  success  in  linyino-  nnd  paying  f(n'  a 
fine  property  largely  to  the  influence  and  as^isl;lll(■l■  ol  his  uimhI  wife,  who 
has  not  only  looked  well  after  the  ways  of  ii'-r  lidiisrliolil  Imi  has  proveil 
herself  the  master  of  many  important  details  of  ianu  and  business 
management. 

The  Kneisel  farm  comprimes  10514  acres  of  fine  land,  all  well  im- 
proved. Their  home  is  a  comfnrtaVdc  six-room  house,  and  a  recent  addi- 
tion to  the  group  of  improvenii  nis  is  t  hr  new  barn,  on  a  foundation  36x52 
feet.  The  old  barn  is  a  struclnir  i'Sx40  feet.  Mr.  Kneisel  as  a  croji 
grower  has  succeeded  in  producing  all  the  staples  of  Erie  County,  and 
also  keeps  excellent  grades  of  live  stock.  Thev  bought  this  farm  in 
1903. 

Mr.  Kneisel  Ims  lived  in  Erie  County  nearly  all  his  active  life,  and 
has  alwa,\s  hci-n  i(h'ntified  with  farming  in  some  capacity  or  other.  He 
was  born  in  d'ciinany,  February  23,  1865,  a  son  of  Martin  and  Elizabeth 
(Apple)  Kneisel,  both  of  whom  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  the 
old  eountrv.     ]\Iartin  Kneisel  )iv  a  former  marriacre  had  four  children. 
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Joliu  C,  Conrad,  Auua  aud  George,  all  of  whom  are  now  married  and 
living  in  the  United  atates.  By  the  seeond  marriage  .Martha  and  i'hilip 
lineisei  were  both  born  in  Germany,  and  in  April,  iS65,  the  family  eame 
from  Bremen  to  New  York  Cit}-,  aud  thence  proceeded  westward  lo  J-^rie 
County,  and  in  the  same  spring  the  father  bought  eighty-live  acres  in 
Browntielin  Township  in  Lorain  County.  He  -lived  there  engaged  in 
the  work  of  improvement  aud  cultivation  until  his  death,  iMay  il,  1S\)'A. 
His  widow  passed  away  July  10,  1908.  He  was  a  democrat  and  they  had 
uiembership  in  the  Reformed  Church.  All  their  children,  three  daughters 
and  two  sons,  are  now  married  aud  well  established  iu  homes  ot  their 
own. 

It  was  only  a  few  day.s  after  the  birth  of  Philip  Kneisel  that  the 
family  set  out  for  America,  aud  all  his  as.sociatious  and  memories  are 
with  this  country.  He  spent  his  early  years  on  his  father's  farm, 
attended  the  public  schools,  and  lived  at  home  until  twenty-four.  i<'or 
two  years  he  had  rented  the  hdiucstriid,  and  ilms  iiot  his  start  in  life. 
In  Berlin  Township,  on  .Ma  IT  1 1  :>.  1^>:).  he  luiii  liid  l-.lizabeth'lvnott,  who 
was  born  iu  Vermilion  Township,  .iamuiiy  l.i.  iMJ.'s,  and  was  educated 
in  the  local  schools  there.  As  is  true  in  llie  careers  of  many  men,  mar- 
riage was  the  event  which  started  Mr.  Kneisel  on  the  steady  road  aud 
climb  to  prosperity.  He  and  his  good  wife  have  worked  hard  and  no« 
have  the  satisfaction  of  possessing  a  good  farm  home  and  having  au  ample 
supply  of  this  world's  goods  to  satisfy  their  own  needs  and  to  provide 
for  their  childi-eu.  Mrs.  Kneisel  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(IShildt)  Knott,  Avho  were  lioiii  in  llfsse,  Germany,  the  former  Septem- 
ber 8,  1839,  and  the  latter  S,|.i,iiili,  i-  10,  1835.  Before  they  left  their 
native  land  one  child,  Catln'i'inc,  was  born.  In  1867  they  came  by  way 
of  Bremen  and  New  York  City  to  Vermilion  Township  in  Erie  County, 
and  subsequently  settled  iu  Berlin  Township,  where  i\lr.  Knott  rentetl 
a  farm  until  about  1876,  when  he  bought  eighty-two  acres  situated  on 
rural  route  No.  2.  He  has  since  lived  there,  and  still  enjoys  good  health 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Of  the;  chil- 
dren born  in  this  county  besides  Mrs.  Kneisel  there  are  John,  Anna, 
George,  Philip,  now  deceased,  and  Henry,  John  and  Ileury  being  still 
unmarried. 

Mr.  and  ilrs.  Kneisel  have  three  children.  Albert  H.,  born  September 
5,  1891,  spent  two  years  in  high  school,  and  is  now  a  practical  farmer 
living  with  his  father.  Karl  E.,  born  May  29,  1896,  also  has  his  home 
with  his  parents,  but  for  several  years  has  worked  as  an  employee  of  the 
Street  Railway  Comp{iny  and  factories.  Elma  E.,  born  February  2, 
1899,  is  now  a  student  in  the  high  school  at  Berlin  Heights.  The  family 
are  all  meuibers  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  Mr.  Kneisel  is  a  democrat 
and  artiliatecl  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  at  Vermilion. 

Gkorge  U.  Ni:iding.  Among  the  farms  of  Berlin  Township  which  are 
primarily  devoted  to  fruit  production  that  occupied  by  ^Ir.  and  JMrs. 
George  L.  Neiding  deserves  special  mention.  Both  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Neiding 
are  young,  intelligent  people,  who  well  represent  the  staple  industry  of 
farming  and  fruit  growing  in  Erie  County,  arul  they  now  possess  and 
enjoy  a  fine  home  overlooking  the  lake  shore. 

Mr.  Neiding  is  of  substantial  German  ancestry.  His  grandparents 
were  born  in  Germany  and  after  coming  to  America  and  their  marriage 
located  in  Browuhelm",  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  where  they  followed  farming 
and  spent  the  rest  of  llieir  lives.  They  improved  a  tract  of  land,  and 
were  quiet,  thrifty  and  hard  working  people,  and  in  religion  were 
Protestant.  Of  their  children  wlio  grew  up  and  married  there  weri' 
Jacob,  Gus,  Henry,  Jolm,  Elizabeth,  Martha  and  Charles,  of  whom  Jacob, 
Gus  and  Henrv  are  now  deceased. 
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Henry  Neiding  was  born  in  Brownhelm,  Loraiii  County,  April  7, 
1846,  and  died  May  2,  1910.  He  gi"ew  up  on  his  fatlier's  farm,  and  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Erie  County.  He  was  married  in  his  native  county 
to  Emma  Stephen. 

George  L.  Neiding  is  the  only  living  child  of  this  union,  having  lost 
a  young  brother  named  Edwin.  He  was  born  on  the  old  farm  in  Erie 
County,  November  29,  1880,  and  was  well  educated  and  well  trained  for 
the  work  which  he  now  follows  with  such  success.  He  has  always  lived 
on  the  farm,  which  was  willed  to  him  by  his  father,  who  had  owned  the 
place  many  years.  Among  its  improvements  is  a  substantial  seven-room 
house,  painted  white  with  green  trimmings,  and  adjoining  that  is. a  three- 
room  packing  house  and  a  barn  30x45  feet.  As  fruit  growers  both  the 
father  and  son  have  been  successful  in  this  community  for  many  years. 
The  orchards  comprise  about  three  acres,  beautifully  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  lake,  and  the  ground  is  all  well  drained  and  especially 
adapted  for  the  growing  of  peaches  and  other  fruit.  Mr.  Neiding  also 
raises  large  quantities  of  fine  vegetables  and  several  varieties  of  small 
grain. 

George  L.  Neiding  was  married  in  EUiston,  Ottawa  County,  Ohio, 
to  Augusta  L.  Opfer,  who  was  born  in  that  county,  January  4,  1884,  and 
was  reared  there,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  Her  parents  were 
Conrad  and  Anastasia  (Krither)  Opfer,  natives  of  Germany.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Hesse  and  her  mother  in  Pomerania.  They  came  to  America 
on  sailing  vessels  when  still  single,  and  spent  a  number  of  weeks  of 
tedious  voyage.  They  finally  reached  Ottawa  County,  Ohio,  where  they 
met  and  married,  and  took  up  life  as  farmers  near  the  Village  of  Martin, 
where  they  now  own  as  a  result  of  their  thrifty  enterprise  and  industry 
a  good  farm  of  forty  acres.  Mrs.  Neiding 's  father  was  born  April  14, 
1846,  and  her  mother  September  23,  1857.  Both  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Mrs.  Neiding  was  the  second  child  of  a  large  family, 
and  has  been  self  supporting  since  she  was  eleven  years  of  age.  Mr.  and 
Sirs.  Neiding  have  one  son,  Lester  C,  who  is  nine  years  of  age  and 
attending  school.  Mr.  Neiding  is  a  member  of  the  Maccaliees  and  in 
politics  a  democrat. 

John  TToffman.  In  the  running  district  of  Berlin  Township  there 
are  maii\  |inis|icr(iiis  inid  iirouivssive  men  who  believe  that  the  happiest 
life  as  well  as  tin-  mosi  iiiilciifiident  one  is  to  be  lived  on  the  farm.  Prom- 
inent among  these  is  John  Hoffman,  with  whose  beautiful  home  all  the 
residents  of  that  section  are  acquainted,  located  .on  Rui-al  Route  No.  2 
out  of  Huron.  Mr.  Hoffman  is  a  native  of  Berlin  Township,  has  spent 
practically  all  the  years  of  his  life  in  the  community  where  he  was  born, 
and  is  known  as  an  excellent  farmer  and  a  man  who  can  be  depended 
upon  in  matters  of  local  moment. 

Born  on  his  father's  farm  in  Berlin  Township,  November  1,  1862, 
John  Iloff'man  is  a  sou  of  John  Hoffman,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Hessen- 
Darmstadt,  Germany,  October  8,  1829.  When  the  senior  John  Hoffman 
died  about  li'u  years  ago  he  left  a  noteworthy  vacancy  in  the  ranks  of 
good  citi/.riisliii)  and  worthy  manhood.  He  came  of  an  old  German  fam- 
ily, and  Ills  ]iari-nts,  who  were  farmers  and  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  died  when  John  and  his  sister  'Sliwy  were  still  eliildren.  Chris- 
tina Hoffman  also  came  to  the  United  States,  and  was  maiTied  at  Norwalk, 
Ohio,  to  John  Ernest.  She  died  in  Xerwalk,  leavine  ili,.  rollowing  chiU 
dren:  William,  John,  George,  .\ilain  and  Christina,  all  of  whom  except 
John  are  still  living,  John  lia\inu  died  as  a  result  of  burns  received  in  a 
gas  explosion  and  left  a  wife  Imt  no  children.  After  the  death  of  Chris- 
tina P'rnest,  John  Ernest  married  a  sei'ond  time  and  lias  ehildren  l)y 
that  wife. 
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Johu  Hoffman,  Sr.,  silent  the  formative  years  of  childhood  and  youtli 
in  German}-  among  strangei-s.  When  nineteen  years  old  he  set  out  for  the 
New  World,  taking  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Bremen,  and  sixty-four 
days  later  landing  in  New  York  City.  During  the  passage  he  helped  the 
cook  in  the  galley,  and  the  lessons  thus  learned  were  never  forgotten  in 
after  life.  Arriving  in  this  country  poor  and  friendless,  his  first  employ- 
ment was  in  a  butcher  shop,  and  on  going  to  Buffalo  he  worked  a  few 
years  in  a  brickyard,  and  while  living  there  was  a  member  of  the  volun- 
teer fire  department  of  the  cit}'.  About  1855  he  came  on  west  to  Norwalk, 
Ohio,  and  a  little  later  located  at  Shinrock  in  Berlin  Township.  There 
be  was  fortunate  in  finding  an  employer  in  Daniel  N.  Hines.  His  salary 
was  only  $8  per  month,  though  that  was  not  an  unusual  wage  according 
1(>  the  standards  of  the  time.  When  the  field  work  was  finished  he  spent 
tiie  winters  in  cutting  cordwood  at  15  cents  per  cord.  Thus  he  spent 
some  four  oi-  live  years,  and  in  the  meantime  had  given  many  evidences 
of  his  rclinblr  i|nalitirs  and  good  workmanship,  and  these  qualifications 
rrsiiltid  in  his  luint;-  |ilari'd  in  charge  of  the  Hines  farm.  He  eontinuetl 
to  woi-k  thai  larin  for  a  ininiber  of  .years,  slowly  getting  ahead  and  pre- 
l)aring  for  an  indepemlent  start  in  life.  In  1871  he  bought  sixty  acres 
near  the  Hines  home,  twenty  acres  of  which  were  improved.  While  still 
continuing  the  management  of  the  Hines  farm  he  made  such  improve- 
irients  as  he  could  on  his  own  land,  building  a  small  residence,  and  about 
1872  or  1873  moved  to  the  new  place  with  his  little  family,  then  com- 
prising five  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  had  been  born  in  a  log 
house  near  the  liincs  Instate  With  thr  stimulus  that  comes  to  a  man 
who  is  his  own  niasti-i-  ami  propriitm-  cif  a  snuill  farm,  John  Hoffman 
filled  the  suec('c<linti'  years  with  ufatify ing  accomplishment,  improved  his 
land,  drained  the  lowest  places  and  continued  to  prosper.  In  the  mean- 
time he  not  only  developed  his  first  farm  but  acquired  two  others,  and 
altogether  was  the  proprietor  of  over  300  acres. 

The  deatli  of  John  Hoffman.  Sr.,  occurred  October  12,  1905.  Of  his 
material  achievement  notliing  moi'e  need  be  said.  But  he  also  exemplified 
many  fine  qualities  of  manhood  and  citizenship  which  were  valuable  to 
his  fellow  men.  It  is  said  that  those  who  knew  him  best  were  those  who 
jiraised  him  most.  He  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and 
tiiroughout  his  career  as  an  American  citizen  was  a  strong  I'epublican. 
He  served  several  terms  as  township  trustee.  John  Hoffman,  Sr.,  was 
married  in  Berlin  Township  in  1856  to  Christina  dinger.  She  was  born 
in  Wuertemburg,  Germany,  April  7,  1838,  and  is  still  living,  active  in 
mind  and  body  for  one  who  bears  tlie  weight  of  more  than  three-quarters 
of  a  c(>ntury.  Wiien  slu'  was  a  child  she  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
and  to  Norwalk  in  Huron  County  by  her  parents,  Anson  and  Ann  Clinger, 
who  came  across  the  ocean  on  a  sailing  vessel  which  was  wi-ecked  and 
the  passengers  were  marooned  on  an  island  iintil  finally  picked  up  and 
carried  on  to  New  York.  From  Norwalk  the  dingers  subsequently  moved 
to  a  small  farm  in  Berlin  Township,  where  Mr.  Clinger  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six.  His  widow  subse(|uen11y  lived  with  her  daughter  Louisa 
Ritz  ill"  Norwalk,  and  died  there  when  past  the  age  of  fourscore.  She 
and  bin- husband  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  were  strong 
and  vigorous  peojile,  well  fitted  for  the  duties  of  home  making  and  child 
rearing.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  Mrs.  Christina  Hoffman  five  are 
still  living. 

John  HolVman.  .Ir..  who  is  the  oldest  son  in  the  family,  grew  up  on 
his  father's  farn:.  and  from  the  age  of  ten  years  exercised  his  youthful 
strength  in  swinging  an  ax,  in  guiding  a  plow  and  in  all  the  other  depart- 
ments of  work  required  for  the  clearing  up  and  cultivation  of  a  farm. 
ITis  education  was  that  supplied  by  the  common  schools,  but  he  came  to 
manliood  well  fitted  for  the  respoiisil)ilities  whirh  he  has  since  assumed. 
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Mr.  Hoffman  has  sixty-six  acres  in  his  homestead,  and  has  one  of  the  most 
attractive  residences  in  the  township.  It  contains  eleven  rooms,  is  mod- 
ern in  all  its  appointments  and  has  conveniences  which  many  more  pre- 
tentious city  homes  lack.  His  group  of  buildings  stand  in  the  shelter  of  a 
grove  of  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  he  has  used  one  tone  of  color  for  the 
painting  of  both  his  home  and  his  barns  and  sheds.  He  has  a  large  barn 
36x60  feet  with  a  lean-to  shed  36x20  feet,  and  has  several  cribs  and  a 
granary.  Nearly  all  these  buildings  are  new.  Under  his  management 
his  fields  have  produei'd  all  kinds  of  grain  and  he  has  also  raised  potatoes 
with  considerable  profit.  He  keeps  high  grade  stock,  and  has  a  good 
herd  of  sheep. 

Mr.  Hoffman  was  married  in  Huron  Township  to  Miss  Louisa  Goek- 
stetter,  who  was  born  in  Huron  Township,  September  14,  1866,  a  daughter 
of  Godfrey  and  Dora  (Hintz)  Gockstetter.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Germany,  came  to  this  country  in  a  sailing  vessel,  located  with  their 
respective  families  in  Erie  County,  and  were  married  in  Huron  Town- 
ship, where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  years.  They  died  when  not  yet 
seventy  years  of  age,  and  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffnian  were  born  two  children : 
John,  who  was  born  June  16,  1890,  was  educated  in  the  common  and 
high  schools,  grew  up  on  the  farm,  is  still  unmarried  and  living  at  home, 
and  is  serving  as  manager  of  the  Berlin  Heights  Fuel  Company's  elevator 
at  Ceylon.  Addison  G.,  the  second  son,  was  born  July  10,  1892,  graduated 
from  the  Huron  High  School  in  1911,  taught  one  year  in  Vermilion 
Township  and  one  year  in  Berlin  Township,  and  is  now  proving  a  valua- 
ble a.ssistant  to  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm.  Mr.  Hoffman 
and  his  sons  are  republicans. 

John  Ritz.  To  no  one  class  does  Erie  Count\-  owe  more  of  its  wealth 
and  strength  of  prosperity  than  to  the  agriculturist.  Wliilc  l-'ric  County 
as  a  whole  has  a  well  diversified  development,  iii;iii.\-  iiMhisliics  and  pro- 
ductive resources,  it  is  the  farms  taken  in  the  a'.it;i-e.i;:iti'  wliiih  furnish 
the  great  bulk  of  material  for  the  well  being  of  its  inhabitants.  One  of 
the  present  generation  of  progressive  farmers  is  John  Ritz,  whose  home 
is  in  the  western  part  of  Berlin  Township,  with  mail  facilities  supplied 
by  Rural  Route  No.  1  out  of  Milan.  With  the  exception  of  six  years 
spent  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  Mr.  Ritz  has  lived  in  Berlin  Township 
practically  all  his  life.  He  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  here  July  26, 
1861,  and' ac(|iiiiv,l  his  .Mhicition  bv  attciidiiii;-  tbr  local  schools.  After 
his  return  fi'om  Mirhi-aii,  wh.iv  hr  was  mariicd,  lir  l.ouoht  the  fifty 
acres  containcl  in  his  |.r.'s,nt  |)laci'  on  the  Wikcl  Townsliip  line  roacl, 
and  his  ener,L;\  and  cntiiinisr  ha\c  sim-e  made  this  one  of  the  most  pro- 
ductive and  in-ohtahlr  lai-nis  of  its  mzo  in  the  entire  township.  His  home 
has  many  atti:u-tivc  tVaturrs.  The  ivsidence  is  a  frame  building  of  eight 
rooms  and  surrounding  it  are  substantial  farm  houses,  including  a  barn 
30x56  feet,  and  a  number  of  other  outbuildings.  The  barns  and  other 
outbuildings  are  well  painted,  and  the  house  is  a  stone  green.  Mr.  Ritz 
pursues  diversified  farming,  raises  some  fine  sheep,  cattle,  horses  and  hogs, 
makes  a  crop  of  two  or  three  acres  of  potatoes  every  year,  has  an  apple 
orchard  covering  about  one  acre,  and  gives  his  best  energies  to  every 
department  of  his  farm. 

Mr.  Ritz  is  the  third  John  in  as  many  successive  generations.  His 
father  and  grandfather,  botli  named  John  Ritz,  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many. His  father  was  born  April  27,  1836.  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Feik)  Ritz,  who  were  natives  of  the 
same  province.  On  July  4,  1855,  the  family  left  Germany  and  embarked 
on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Hamburg,  which  sixty  days  later  landed  them  in 
New  York  City.     From  there  they  came  on  to  Xorwalk.  Ohio,   where 


IIISTORV  OF   KKIK  COUXTV  651 

Henry  liitz,  a  biolher  oi  llie  grautliallier,  liud  located  a  uiimbei-  of 
years  before.  The  family  at  that  time  eoinprised  only  Johu  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  and  their  sou  John.  The  graudfatlier  located  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship ou  the  Jeft'rey  Koad,  where  his  first  holding  comprised  only  twcnty- 
tive  acres,  but  with  the  assistance  of  his  sou  Johu  he  lu  time  developed  a 
good  estate  of  eighty-hve  acres,  lu  1887  the  grandfather  returned  to  the 
old  country  intending  to  live  there  permanently,  but  in  a  short  time 
became  dissatisfied  and  in  the  spring  of  1888  came  back  to  America  on 
an  emigrant  boat  where  the  conditions  were  such  that  the  passengers 
were  treated  more  like  a  cargo  of  pigs  than  human  beings.  He  was  at 
that  time  an  old  man,  and  suffered  severely  from  the  ill  treatment  re- 
ceived on  the  voyage,  and  soon  after  returning  to  Erie  County  died  at 
the  home  of  his  brother,  Henry,  at  Norwalk  on  J\lay  11,  1888,  about  one 
week  after  his  return.  He  was  born  April  21,  1811.  His  wife,  Eliza- 
beth, who  was  born  in  July,  1810,  had  died  at  the  old  homestead  in  Berlin 
Township,  August  29,  1885.  Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  had  all  the  valuable  characteristics  of  the  German  people. 

John  Ritz,  second  of  the  name,  was  about  nineteen  years  old  when 
the  family  came  to  Ohio  and  was  married  in  Norwalk  to  Joan  Wilhelmina 
V'oss,  who  was  born  in  Bremen,  Germany,  May  28,  1837.  Her  parents 
spent  all  their  lives  in  the  old  country  and  she  was  the  only  one  of  their 
children  who  came  to  .\iiii!-i(n.  liMvinn-  come  alone  a  young  woman.  On 
arriving  at  Norwalk  sih'  fiinml  iiii|>lii\  mcnt  in  the  home  of  John  (iardner 
until  her  marriage.  Shf  and  lin-  liu.sliand  still  occupy  the  old  farm  in 
Berlin  Township  on  llie  Jellrey  Koad.  They  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  in  politics  he  is  a  republican. 

John  Ritz  of  this  sketch,  as  already  noted,  spent  about  six  years  in 
the  iState  of  Michigan.  He  was  married  in  Dover  Township  of  Lenawee 
County  in  that  state  in  1887  to  Miss  Cora  E.  Griffin.  Mrs.  Ritz  is  a 
native  of  Berlin  Township,  Erie  County,  where  she  was  born  Novend)er 
26,  1866,  and  acquii'ed  her  education  partly  in  her  home  county  and 
partly  in  Michigan.  Her  parents  were  Adolphus  and  Martha  (Hoyt) 
Griffin.  Her  father  was  born  in  Newkirk,  New  York,  ^lay  30,  1825,  and 
died  January  4,  1892.  Her  mother  was  born  February  5,  1825,  in  Con- 
necticut, and  died  October  4,  1892.  They  came  to  Ohio  before  their  mar- 
riage, which  was  celebrated  in  Erie  County,  January'  8,  1850,  and  as 
\()Uim  jjiiiplc  they  began  life  on  a  farm  in  Berlin  Township.  In  1882 
(Ih  \  niiKiMd  to  Dover  Townshiji  in  Lenawee  County,  ^lichigan.  ]\Ir. 
Ciilliii  was  a  democrat  and  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Cluircli 
at  I5crlin  Heights.  jMr.  Griffin  while  a  farmer  was  also  noted  for  his 
skill  as  a  hunter  and  fisherman,  and  he  and  Henry  Hine  of  Erie  County 
were  close  friends  and  were  frequently  together  on  their  fishing  ti'ijis. 
Mrs.  Ritz  has  one  brother,  Moilon  1).  (Iriflin,  a  rarim-r  at  Clayton.  ;\licli- 
igan,  and  has  two  children,  .Mai'tlia  ami  IJiirdctlr  (li'iflin,  liotb  of  whom 
are  married. 

While  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Ritz  have  been  prospered  in  material  circum- 
stances they  have  also  gained  honor  to  themselves  through  tlieir  fine 
family  of  children.  Their  oldest  is  Edith  i\I.,  who  finished  her  education 
in  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  (irant  Squire, 
living  in  the  State  of  Nevada;  they  have  no  living  children.  Fred  J., 
the  oldest  son,  is  a  Berlin  Township  farmer  and  is  still  uiiiiiarried. 
Catherine  I.,  who  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Berlin  Heights  in 
1909  and  in  1911  finished  a  course  in  the  Oberlin  Business  College,  speni 
three  years  in  clerical  work  at  the  Lakeside  Hospital  in  Cleveland,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  a  well  known  young  Cleveland  attorney.  Arthur  H. 
Hill,  a  son  of  Rev.  George  Hill.  .Aliniiie  L..  after  her  education  married 
Clvde  1).  Cook,  who  is  connected  with  th(>  Overland  Motor  Car  Comi)aiiy 
at  "Klvria.  Ohio,  and  Ihcv  have  a  ilaiigliter.  Lucile  (I.     Charles  Verne,  who 
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is  twenty-oue  years  of  age  iu  August,  1915,  received  his  education  iu  the 
public  schools  and  is  still  at  home.  Jay  died  when  nine  months  old. 
Earl  is  still  at  home,  aged  seventeen,  and  educated  in  the  gi-ade  schools. 
Alice  E.,  a  fine  young  woman  of  thirteen,  is  still  attending  the  local 
schools.  Mrs.  Ritz  is  a  member  of  the  Friends  Church.  Mr.  Ritz  in 
politics  is  a  republican  and  takes  much  interest  in  local  affaire. 

Henry  Jepfeey.  Erie  County  lost  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  capable 
agriculturists  in  the  death  of  Henry  Jeffery,  which  occurred  at  his  beau- 
tiful farm  home  iu  the  northwest  corner  of  Berlin  Township  March  2, 
1913.  Mr.  Jeffeiy  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  in  his  eightieth  year.  He 
had  lived  in  Erie  County  since  boyhood  and  while  all  those  who  remem- 
ber him  speak  with  respect  of  his  character  he  has  an  enduring  testi- 
monial to  his  practical  ability  in  the  beautiful  estate  now  occupied  by 
his  widow,  Mrs.  Jeffery,  who  is  likewise  of  the  fine  old  stock  of  Erie 
County  early  settlers. 

The  Jeft'ery  family  has  been  numerously  represented  in  Northern  Ohio 
and  came  originally  from  Cornwall,  England.  Henry  Jeffery  was  born 
at  Lincoln  Horn  in  Southwestern  England  November  18,  1827.  His 
grandfather,  George  Jeffery,  lived  and  died  in  Cornwall,  was  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  and  the  familj'  for  generations  had  been  Episcopalians. 
George  Jeft'ery  had  the  following  children :  George,  Jr.,  Thomas,  William, 
John  and  Betsey  Ann,  all  of  whom  grew  up  and  married.  George,  Jr., 
was  born  in  Cornwall  about  1796,  grew  up  there  and  as  the  oldest  son 
inherited  the  large  estate  of  his  father.  He  married  Elizabeth  Garland, 
who  was  also  born  at  Lincoln  Horn  in  Cornwall  and  about  the  same  time 
as  her  husband.  After  their  marriage  they  located  on  the  large  farm 
comprising  about  300  aci-es  which  he  had  inherited,  and  before  they 
left  there  all  their  children  but  one  were  born.  These  children  were: 
George,  Richard,  Mary,  William,  Elizabeth,  John,  Thomas,  Samuel,  who 
is  the  only  one  now  living,  and  a  resident  of  Erie  County,  Elizabeth  Ann 
and  Henry.  In  1841  George  Jeffery  and  his  son  William  set  out  for 
the  United  States,  taking  six  weeks  to  make  the  voyage  by  sailing  ship 
to  New  York,  and  remained  in  that  city  until  they  were  joined  by  the 
wife  and  other  children,  who  came  over  on  the  ship  Gladiator,  and  the 
family  were  united  in  New  York  City  on  Christmas  Eve.  They  left 
New  York  iu  the  spring  of  1842,  and  by  way  of  the  Hudson  River,  the 
Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie  finally  arrived  in  Huron,  Ohio.  From  that 
village  they  drove  three  miles  east  and  south  to  the  150  acres  which 
George  Jeffery  bovight  and  which  is  now  known  as  the  Joseph  Smith 
farm.  Some  years  later  George  Jeffery  sold  that  land  and  located  on  a 
farm  west  of  Huron.  In  1852  he  came  into  Berlin  Township,  and  bought 
the  farm  now  owned  by  his  sons  Samuel  and  Henry,  and  also  other  lands, 
one  tract  of  fifty  acres,  making  100  acres  all  told.  On  this  last  named 
land  George  Jeft'ery  and  his  wife  spent  the  rest  of  their  years.  They 
were  both  confirmed  in  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Lincoln  Horn,  England, 
and  practiced  its  faith  all  their  lives. 

Henry  Jeffery  was  about  seven  years  of  age  when  the  family  left  the 
old  home  in  Cornwall,  and  after  the  expi-riiiK-.s  iiotnl  finally  arrived  in 
Erie  County.  Here  he  grew  to  manhodil  ^iml  si.ntrd  life  with  a  fair 
amount  of  schooling  and  with  an  excellent  iMlniii.iiicc  of  the  industrious 
and  honest  qualities  for  which  the  family  have  ulw  ays  luiii  noted.  Farm- 
ing was  his  vocation,  and  in  1863,  after  his  fatlur's  drath,  he  secured 
fifty  acres  of  the  old  homestead.  To  this  he  added  tliii'ty  an-es  in  Huron 
Town.ship,  and  in  time  he  had  both  tracts  well  improved.  The  old  home 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  pieces  of  land  to  be  found  in  Erie  County, 
well  drained,  and  with  a  degree  of  productivity  which  has  been  undimin- 
ished by  nearlv  seventv  vears  of  continuous  cultivation.     The  home  in 
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which  Heuiy  Jeffery  died  is  a  large  two-stoiy  white  house,  eoutaiuing 
eight  large  rooms,  and  built  in  modern  style,  though  it  has  been  stand- 
ing for  thirty-six  years.  Until  he  was  able  to  provide  that  generous 
home  for  his  family,  Henrj'  Jeffery  had  lived  for  a  juiinber  of  years 
in  a  log  cabin  which  formerly  stood  on  the  farm.  Of  his  practical 
achievements  a.s  a  farmer  nothing  more  can  be  said,  and  it  was  the  general 
expression  of  the  community  when  he  died  that  the  township  lost  not 
only  an  excellent  business  man  but  a  good  citizen  and  one  of  the  most 
upright  characters  known  in  that  locality.  He  was  a  republican  in  poli- 
tics and  h.'id  ^ilwjys  lircn  laith till  to  his  training  in  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Henry  .li  riViy  was  liist  iii.iiiicd  to  Ellen  Sayles,  who  was  born  antl 
reared  in  Milan  'I'ow  nsliip,  and  slic  died  in  the  prime  of  life  without  chil- 
dren. His  second  wife  was  Belle  Arnold,  who  died  seven  years  after 
her  marriage,  also  without  children.  In  1908  Mr.  Henry  Jeffery  was 
married  in  Erie  County  to  Charlotte  (Hinde)  Foster.  She  was  born 
in  Huron  Township  June  12,  1857,  and  was  liberally  educated,  and  is 
one  of  the  highly  cultured  women  of  Berlin  Township.  She  attended  a 
convent  school,  later  the  high  school  at  Sanduskj-,  and  for  eighteen  months 
was  a  teacher.  Her  parents  were  Edwin  and  Theodosia  (Shepherd) 
Hinde.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  her  mother  of  England. 
Edwin  liinde  was  of  the  fine  old  Irish  gentry,  was  reared  as  a  gentleman, 
and  after  coming  to  America  became  a  large  land  owner  in  Huron  Town- 
ship, where  he  died  when  quite  old.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Catliolie 
Church  and  a  democrat  in  politics.  Theodosia  Shepherd's  father  was 
prominent  in  England  as  a  hop  raiser,  and  she  was  about  seven  years 
of  age  when  her  parents  moved  to  the  United  States,  and  located  in 
Huron  Township  of  Erie  County,  where  her  parents  spent  the  rest  of 
their  careers  as  farmers.  Theodosia  Shepherd  after  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Ilinde  became  a  convert  in  the  Catholic  faith  and  died  in  that  church. 

Following  her  experience  as  a  teacher  Mrs.  Jeffery  was  married  in 
1874  to  her  first  husband,  Ephraim  Foster.  The\'  located  at  Put-in-Ray. 
Ohio,  where  J\Ir.  Foster  was  for  fourteen  years  a  grape  grower.  They 
then  removed  to  Sandusky,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Poster  subsequently  l)e- 
eaine  estranged  and  separated.  ]\Irs.  Jeffeiy  has  three  children  by  her 
first  marriage.  Harry  E.  Foster,  born  August  9,  1875,  grew  up  and  was 
educated  at  Sandusky  and  at  Port  Clinton,  took  up  the  trade  of  mill- 
wi'ight,  and  was  employed  in  that  capacity  by  a  large  firm  of  paper 
mamifacturers  who  liave  their  main  plant  at  Munse.v,  Indiana,  and  a 
In-anch  plant  at  Sandusky  until  1915,  when  he  came  to  Berlin  Township. 
He  married  Amelia  Seaman  of  Port  Clinton,  Ohio,  and  their  five  chil- 
dren are  named  Oeorgiana,  Douglas,  Charlotte,  Blanche  and  Doi'othy, 
all  in  school.  Wilfred  AV.  Foster,  born  S(>ptend)er  17,  1877,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  same  schools  as  his  brother,  and  took  up  tlie  telei)hone  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  is  now  engaged,  with  headquarters  at  Butte.  Montana, 
and  is  still  unmarried.  Leota  Foster,  born  October  14,  1882,  is  tlie  wife 
of  Jay  Ruennnele  of  Sandusky,  and  their  children,  Victor,  "Wilfred,  Earl 
and  Kenneth,  are  all  attending  the  Sandusky  schools.  ]Mrs.  Jeft'ery  was 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  is  an  active  member  of 
tiiat  denomination.  Since  her  husband's  death  she  has  shown  her  inde- 
pendent enterpri.se  and  is  a  practical  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  is 
capabl.v  managing  the  fine  estate  which  was  left  liei-  bv,  the  late  Ileni-v 
Jeffery. 

CiiART.KS  A.  TlnTTENLOCiiKU.  German  ])crsisteiice,  thrift  and  in- 
dustry, qualities  which  came  over  Avith  him  from  the  old  country,  luive 
(Mialiled  Charles  A.  Huttenloeher  to  accomiilish  more  tlnni  the  average 
man  who  started  life  with  only  a  pair  of  willing  hands  and  a  heart  cour- 
ageous  for  any   fate.     He   now  lias   a   valnatile   farm   estate   in    Berlin 
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Township,  with  postoiSce  at  Shiiirock.  and  with  that  farm  as  the  bulk 
of  his  capital  has  a  prosperons  and  contented  outlook  for  the  future  and 
he  and  his  little  family  are  vahiiiM.'  pioplf  in  thi'  community. 

His  birthplace  was  the  i'u,i;.i;vil  im.l  iicaiiiirnl  Kingdom  of  Wuertem- 
berg,  and  he  was  born  in  the  \'ilbm.-  of  oliciuiniir  August  26,  ]858.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Mary  (ilartin)  lliittciilnclicr,  iiati\cs  of  the  same 
province,  his  father  born  in  1825  and  his  luntlur  I  )cc,. inlier  14,  1822. 
They  both  died  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  the  formci-  Sc])tciMl)cf  Id.  1.S75,  and  the 
latter  December  14,  1874.  The  preceding  generation  of  both  the  Hutten- 
locher  and  Martin  families  had  lived  and  died  in  Germany.  The  Hut- 
tenlochers  wei'e  wine  growers  in  a  district  noted  for  its  vineyards,  while 
her  father,  Mr.  Martin,  was  engaged  in  the  coloring  of  cloth  in  cloth 
mills.  While  the  Huttenlochers  were  Lutherans,  the  Martins  were  Cath- 
olics. John  Huttenlocher  grew  up  and  was  trained  in  the  vineyards  of 
his  home  locality  and  was  married  in  his  home  distrist  in  1852.  All  their 
ehikb'en,  four  in  number,  were  born  in  the  old  country.  Mary  is  now 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Deitz,  who  is  now  a  dry  goods  box  maker  in  New  York 
City  and  they  have  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  The  next  in  age  is  Charles 
A.  Minnie,  the  second  daughter,  was  married  in  Ohio  to  Fred  J.  Eisler, 
who  is  now  living  with  his  family  in  Coraopolis,  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
a  harness  maker  by  trade  but  is  now  employed  in  the  glass  works ;  they 
have  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Paul,  the  only  other  son,  lives  on 
the  Isle  of  Pines  in  the  West  Indies,  and  is  a  carpenter  contractor  and 
unmarried. 

It  was  in  the  year  1872  that  the  Huttenlocher  family  left  Germany 
on  the  ocean  liner  Ansonia  fi'om  Hamburg  and  arrived  in  New  York 
City  two  weeks  later.  From  there  they  came  on  to  Sandusky  and  a 
year  later  to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  the  father  and  sons  became  market 
gardeners.  At  that  occupation  the  father  died,  and  the  children  then 
took  up  life  individually  and  on  their  own  accounts. 

Charles  A.  Huttenlocher  was  fourteen  years  old  when  the  famil.y 
came  to  America,  and  in  less  than  three  years  later  was  deprived  of  the 
care  of  both  mother  and  t:i1hcr.  lie  had  to  content  himself  with  meager 
advantages  in  the  way  ol  sclmdling,  and  a  year  after  his  father's  death 
found  employment  al  Sandusky.  After  two  years  or  more  he  married 
and  then  moved  out  tn  licrlin  Township  and  bo\;ght  sixty-six  acres  from 
William  Heni>  liinc  at  Shinrock.  Upon  this  land  he  has  since  bestowed 
his  vigorous  elloiis  tbrnngh  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years  and  has 
developed  an  excellent  farm.  He  grows  all  kinds  of  grain  and  potatoes 
and  practically  every  foot  of  the  land  except  one  acre  is  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  lives  in  a  nice  white  eight-room  house  with  good  substantial 
farm  buildings,  including  a  barn  50x50  feet.  The  secret  of  his  success 
has  come  from  hard  woi-k  and  the  practical  handling  of  every  issue  as 
it  arose. 

In  1884  in  Sandusky  Mr.  Huttenlocher  married  Miss  Catherine 
Balderf.  She  was  born 'in  Sandusky  .\(ivenil)er  25,  1848,  was  reared 
and  educated  there,  and  throughout  the  tiiirty  years  of  her  married  life 
has  proved  an  effective  assistant  to  her  husband  and  deserves  much 
credit  for  their  present  prosperity.  Her  parents  were  Josei)h  and 
Catherine  (Forefelter)  Balderf,  both  natives  of  Baden.  Germany,  tiie 
former  born  in»  Winegarten  and  the  latter  in  Waldorf.  They  came  to 
the  United  States  when  young  on  one  of  the  old-fashioned  sailing  ves- 
sels which  required  many  days  to  cross  the  ocean.  This  was  in  the 
early  '40s,  and  they  met  and  married  in  Sandusky,  where  with  the 
exception  of  two  years  spent  at  Clyde,  Ohio,  they  lived  the  rest  of  their 
lives.  Her  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  and  her  mother  at  seventy- 
five.  For  many  years  he  followed  the  occupation  of  drayman  in  San- 
dusk.\-.     They  were  Lutherans  and  he  a  republican. 


HISTORY  OP  ERIE  COUNTY  655 

Mv.  antl  Mvs.  Iluttenloeher  have  one  son,  Carl  Albert,  who  was  born 
•June  24,  1886,  and  received  his  education  in  the  local  schools  of  Berlin 
Township.  He  is  still  at  home  and  now  assumes  a  larjje  share  of  the 
responsibilities  of  the  farm  management.  After  reaching  manhood  he 
married  Edith  Ferber  of  Berlin  Township.  She  died  at  Shinroek 
seventeen  months  after  lier  marriage,  and  only  a  few  days  after  the 
(leatli  of  her  lirst  and  only  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutteulocher  and  son 
are  all  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church  at  Huron,  in  which  Mr. 
Hutteulocher  lias  been  a  trustee  for  a  number  of  years.  He  and  his  son 
are  republicans  in  national  polities,  and  the  latter  is  affiliated  with  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  at  Shinroek. 

Richard  W.  Knight.  The  most  satisfying  rewards  of  rural  experi- 
ence have  compensated  the  untiring  labors  and  well  directed  efforts  of 
Richard  W.  Knight,  who  is  one  of  Erie  County's  progi'essive  and  enter- 
prising farmers,  and  the  owner  of  a  valuable  estate  in  Berlin  Township. 
His  property  has  grown  and  developed  under  his  management,  and 
while  always  an  extremely  busy  man  with  his  private  interests  he  has 
still  found  the  time  and  inclination  to  assist  in  movements  that  would 
benetit  the  community. 

An  Englishman  by  birth,  Richard  W.  Knight  was  born  in  Edgerly, 
Devonshire,  June  29,  1846.  His  ancestors  lived  in  the  same  community 
of  Devonshire  from  which  came  the  famous  Boone  family  to  which 
Daniel  Boone  belonged.  Mr.  Knight  was  still  an  infant  when  his  parents 
emigrated  to  America  and  located  in  Huron  and  a  little  later  in  Berlin 
Township  of  Erie  County.  Here  he  grew  up  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  local  schools  and  has  thus  lived  nearly  all  his  life  in  this 
prosperous  rural  community. 

His  parents  were  Simon  and  Ann  (Wheaton)  Knight.  The -paternal 
grandparents  were  John  and  Jane  (Alvord)  Knight,  both  natives  of 
Devonshire,  where  they  spent  all  their  lives  and  were  past  eighty  when 
they  died.  The  grandfather  worked  at  farming  and  they  were  Epis- 
copalians. The  maternal  grandparents  were  Rev.  James  and  Jane 
(Wicks)  Wheaton,  also  Devonshire  people,  where  they  spent  their  lives. 
Rev.  James  Wheaton  was  a  Methodist  minister  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-fovir  while  his  wife  passed  awa.y  at  eighty-one. 

Ricliard  W.  Knight  was  only  three  years  of  age  when  his  father  came 
from  Plymouth  on  a  sailing  vessel  under  the  command  of  Capt.  George 
iloon,  and  six  weeks  later  they  landed  at  Montreal,  Canada.  From  Mon- 
treal they  came  down  as  far  as  Chippewa  on  one  of  the  old  strap  rail- 
roads ill  a  car  di'awn  by  horses.  Prom  there  the,y  came  up  the  lake  to 
Sandusky  in  the  boat  Magnet,  and  thence  to  Huron  Township,  whei'e 
'Sim.  Knight's  uncle,  Richard  Wheaton.  was  then  living.  From  Huron 
they  moved  into  Berlin  Township,  and  the  father  bought  land,  but 
sulisequently  secured  another  farm  in  Huron  Township.  He  was  an 
excellent  farmer  and  a  good  business  man,  and  eventually  became  the 
owner  of  more  than  400  acres  in  the  different  townships  mentioned.  Tie 
died  Ajiril  16.  VMM.  aged  eighty-two  years  four  months,  at  his  beautiful 
home  now  owned  by  Michael  Schats  on  the  Berlin  Heights  and  Huron 
Road.  His  wife  had  died  August  17,  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years 
ami  six  months.  All  their  lives  thev  were  membei-s  of  the  Methodist 
Cliureh. 

Ill  Erie  County  Richard  W.  Kiiiglit  grew  to  manhood,  and  after  liis 
marriage  settled  on  sixty  acres  of  first  class  land  given  him  by  his  father. 
This  was  in  Berlin  Township  and  has  been  the  nucleus  of  his  home  and 
farming  interests  ever  since.  He  has  been  successful  as  a  grower  of 
the  staple  crops  of  wheat,  corn,  oats  and  potatoes.  On  January  20, 
1875.    in    Berlin   Township   he   married   iliss  Mary   E.   Eggleson.     She 
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was  boru  in  New  York  State  Jauuaiy  16,  1852,  and  when  five  years  of 
age  her  parents  moved  to  Fitchville  Township  in  Huron  County,  and 
there  she  grew  to  young  womanhood  and  received  her  education.  Her 
parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  (Cudahy)  Eggleson.  Her  father  was 
born  in  the  north  of  Ireland  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  while  living  there 
married  Jane  Dailey.  After  two  children  were  born  to  them,  John  and 
Elizabeth,  they  came  to  this  country  and  located  in  New  York  City, 
where  the  wife  died  in  the  prime  of  her  yeare,  one  other  child,  Susan, 
having  been  born  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Eggleson  then  married  Eliza- 
beth Cudahy,  wlio  was  born  in  Ireland  but  of  Scotch  parents.  While 
tliey  continued  to  live  in  New  York  City  three  children  were  born,  and 
they  then  came  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  here  seven  children  were 
added  to  their  household,  making  ten  in  all  by  the  second  mar- 
riage. All  of  these  grew  up  and  married  except  one,  so  that  there 
were  a  large  family  of  Egglesons.  Mr.  Eggleson  was  employed  by  Pro- 
fessor Morse,  the  inventor  of  the  telegraph  sj'stem,  and  worked  on  the 
first  telegraph  wire  used  by  Professor  Morse  between  Baltimore  and 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia.     This  wire  was  wound  with  cloth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight  have  lived  in  their  first  home  neai'lj^  all  their 
married  life,  and  have  worked  and  labored  together  to  secure  the  com- 
forts which  they  now  enjo.y.  They  have  reared  a  family  of  five  children. 
Edith  is  now  the  wife  of  William  Ramsey,  and  they  live  in  Sunny  Vale, 
California,  and  are  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Nellie, 
is  the  wife  of  George  Jenkins,  an  Erie  County  citizen  whose  life  is 
.sketched  on  other  pages.  The  son  Philip  died  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and 
Irvin  at  the  age  of  three  years.  Leland,  now  twenty  years  of  age,  was 
educated  in  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School  and  by  a  course  in  the 
International  Correspondence  School,  and  is  an  active  assistant  to  his 
father  in  the  management  of  the  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight  are  active 
Methodists,  and  he  and  his  son  are  republicans.  He  has  held  several 
minor  township  offices,  especially  on  the  school  board,  and  is  affiliated 
with  Marks  Lodge  No.  359,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

George  M.  Jenkins.  For  one  who  was  left  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  the  world  at  the  early  age  of  eleven  and  has  since  shifted  for  himself, 
George  M.  Jenkins  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  residents  of  Berlin 
Township,  where  he  owns  a  large  and  handsome  farm  situated  on  the 
Huron  rural  route  No.  2.  He  and  his  wife  are  excellent  people,  have  an 
interesting  family  of  children,  and  Avithout  doiibt  they  deserve  all  the 
prosperity  that  has  come  to  them. 

Mr.  Jenkins  is  still  comparatively  a  young  man,  having  been  boi'n  in 
Berlin  Township,  August  9,  1876.  His  parents  were  William  and  Melvina 
(Hill)  Jenkins.  His  father  was  born  in  New  York  State,  a  son  of  Elisha 
and  Elizabeth  Jenkins.  To  these  grandparents  were  born  in  New  York 
State  William  and  Albert,  and  when  they  were  still  small  children  in  the 
early  '50s  they  all  came  to  Ohio  and  located  at  Harvey's  Corners  in 
Berlin  Township,  where  Elisha  set  up  a  smithy,  and  continued  his  trade 
as  a  blacksmith,  which  he  had  followed  in  New  York  and  which  was  his 
occupation  throughout  his  career  in  Erie  County.  Later  he  moved  to 
the  Village  of  Berlin  Heights,  and  while  living  there  his  two  sons  already 
mentioned  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Union  army  and  the  father  later 
followed  them  as  a  substitute  for  George  Hill.  They  all  made  a  record 
as  faithful  and  capable  soldiers,  were  in  the  army  for  two  years  or  more, 
and  though  returning  home  with  impaired  health  they  escaped  without 
wounds.  Elisha  died  not  long  after  the  close  of  the  war,  being  still  less 
than  three  score  years  of  age.  William  Jenkins,  father  of  George  1\1.. 
died  in  1894  when  still  in  the  prime  of  life.  His  brother  Albert  is  still 
living,  resides  in  Berlin  Heights,  and  draws  a  pension  for  his  service  in 
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the  war.  After  Elisha  Jenkins  eaiue  to  Erie  County  tlic  other  children 
born  to  himself  and  wife  were:  George,  Elisha  Jr.,  Elizabeth  and  Mary, 
all  of  whom  are  now  deeeased.  William  Jenkins  enlisted  lor  service  in 
the  war  when  still  little  more  than  a  boy  and  was  still  under  age  when 
he  came  home.  IL'  sul.s,  ,|ii, mly  found  employment  as  a  shop  worker 
for  the  Lake  Shore  Rail  nun  I  (  (uupany,  and  in  tliat  vocation  was  engaged 
most  of  his  active  life,  lie  died  in  Berlin  Heights.  His  first  wife, 
Melvina  Hill,  died  when  her  only  child  George  was  eighteen  months  old. 
William  Jenkins  later  married  Sarah  Ewing  of  Perkins  Township,  and 
she  died  in  I'JOO  leaving  four  children. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother  George  I\I.  Jenkins  went  to  the  home 
of  his  maternal  grandparents,  John  and  Charlotta  (Swartwood)  Hill. 
He  had  their  kind  protection  and  care  until  he  was  eleven  years  old, 
wlien  they  both  died  within  ten  days  of  each  other,  victims  of  pneumonia. 
From  that  time  forward  George  M.  Jenkins  made  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  He  secured  a  somewhat  limited  education,  and  his  principal 
resource  in  his  early  years  was  his  inheritance  of  thirty  acres  from  the 
estate  of  his  grandparents  located  in  Vermilion  Township.  He  later 
sold  his  land,  and  engaged  in  general  merchandising  for  tive  years  at 
Ashmont,  Ohio.  His  next  venture  was  the  purchase  of  a  threshing  outfit 
and  it  is  as  a  threslierman  that  Mr.  Jenkins  is  perhaps  most  widely 
known  to  the  grain  raisers  and  general  farmers  of  Erie  County  and 
vicinity.  In  1914  he  invested  his  surplus  capital  in  his  fine  farm  of 
117  acres,  situated  in  Berlin  Township  not  far  from  Shiurock  and  Berlin 
Heights,  and  known  as  the  Van  li.iisclidtiii  Farm.  It  is  all  good  land, 
well  improved,  aud  produces  ex'i  II.  i,t  <  \',,\k<  of  corn,  oats,  wdieat  and 
potatoes  and  Mr.  Jenkins  has  bctn  pai  ticiilarly  successful  as  a  potato 
t-aiser.  He  and  his  family  reside  in  a  large  yellow  house,  containing 
twelve  rooms,  and  with  all  the  needed  comforts  and  convenieiu-es.  An 
even  more  substantial  evidence  of  his  farm  prosperity  is  the  presence  of 
two  large  barns,  one  of  them  nearly  mw.  24xr)4  IVcl.  and  llie  other  ;j5x7() 
feet.  Mr.  Jenkins  specializes  in  Slii(i|isliin>  sli.'i'|i,  and  his  tlock  is  headed 
by  two  rams  of  the  highest  grade,  and  he  kii'|is  unlx  tiir  letter  grades  of 
stock  of  all  classes.  His  farm  is  well  known  nvi-v  that  part  of  Berlin 
Township  as  the  Jlaple  Grove  Farm. 

Early  in  his  career  Mr.  Jenkins  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to 
Helen  B.  Knight.  She  was  born  in  Huron  Township,  Erie  County,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1878,  and  received  her  education  in  Berlin  Township.  Her 
parents  were  Richard  W.  and  Alary  E.  (Eggleson)  Knight.  Her  father 
was  born  in  England  in  1846  and  was  brought  to  the  United  States  in 
1849.  Her  mother  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1852  of  Scotch 
parents.  They  were  married  in  Hui'on  County,  Ohio,  and  subse(|uently 
moved  to  a  farm  in  Berlin  Township,  where  they  are  still  living,  and  her 
father  is  now  si.\ty-nine  and  her  mother  sixty  years  of  age,  and  botli  are 
of  the  Methodist  faith. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenkins  weie  horn  the  following 
children:  Clifford  Lcroy,  born  November  _':•.  ]^'J'.K  now  a  student  in  the 
high  school;  Philip  T.,  born  April  15,  llinj,  and  attending  the  eighth 
grade  of  the  local  schools:  Edna  L.,  horn  May  1 1.  i:t04.  and  in  tlie. seventh 
grade;  Marion  E.,  born  June  18,  1906,  and  in  the  fourth  grade;  Robert 
Leslie,  horn  January  21,  1911,  is  in  the  second  grade;  and  Ruth,  who 
died  in  infancy  at  the  age  of  eight  months.  Mr.  and  :\Irs.  Jenkins  are 
well  known  socially  in  Berlin  Town.ship  and  have  a  most  hospitable  and 
attractive  home.  Mr.  Jenkins  is  affiliated  with  the  Tent  of  the  Macca- 
bees at  Vermilion  and  in  politics  is  a  repul)lii'an. 

CHARI.E.S  IT.  CoxKi.ix.  Some  of  the  family  names  best  known  and 
most  highlv  esteemed  in  Berlin  Township  rerpiiiv  mention  in  ..onsidei-ins: 
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tilt'  life  and  activities  of  Charles  H.  Conkliu,  wlio  ln-ars  tlif  ri'iunation 
of  beiug  a  real  farmer,  a  man  who  makes  a-riiiili  hit  a  suicfssliil  luisi- 
ness  instead  of  a  haphazard  pursuit,  and  has  dcsirNCilly  pnisjuTcd.  [Ic 
has  the  caiiahli'  assistance  in  his  home  of  j\lrs.  Conkliu,  who  is  herself  a 
hue  lious(krr|Hi-,  and  is  a  woman  not  only  of  refinement  but  of  valid 
judg-meiit.  1  liiir  houie  is  on  the  Wikel  Koad  in  the  western  part  of 
Berlin  Township. 

The  Conklin  family  lived  for  several  generations  on  Long  Island  in 
the  State  of  New  Y'ork.  His  father,  John  Conklin,  was  born  at  James- 
town, Long  Island,  .September  21,  1846,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Milan 
Township,  i\lay  2,  1S8U.  Pie  came  to  Milan  Township  in  1864  with  his 
liareuts,  David  and  Hannah  (Sweeze)  Conklin,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Long  Island,  and  became  substantial  farmer  citizens  in  j\lilan 
Township.  David  Conkliu  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  and  his  wife 
passed  away  at  eighty-four.  They  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  and  her  father.  Reverend  Mr.  Sweeze,  was  a  Congregational 
preacher.  Their  children  were  Benjamin,  Moses,  Nehemiah  and  John, 
all  of  whom  married  and  all  are  now  deceased. 

John  Conklin  grew  up  in  21ilau  Township,  becauie  a  farmer  and  was 
actively  and  prosperously'  engaged  in  that  business  until  his  death.  He 
was  married  iii  Milan  Township  to  Emma  R.  Hyatt,  who  was  born  at 
Bronson  iu  Branch  Couiily,  Mii  liigan,  July  IS,  1851.  After  their  mar- 
riagv  they  lived  on  Da\  id  Cuiikliii's  farm  for  a  time,  imtil  John  bought 
a  place  of  his  own.  Afti  r  Ins  di'alli  Mrs.  Conklin  married  Fred  J.  Groves, 
a  substantial  farmer  of  Berlin  Township.  She  is  still  living  and  resides 
on  her  farm  of  ninety  acres  in  Berlin  Township.  By  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Groves  there  are  three  children :  Nelson  A.,  who  is  a  Milan  Town- 
slii]i  raniicr  and  by  his  marriage  to  Edna  Bemis  of  Clyde,  Ohio,  has  a 
dauulilir.  Ki'auces  E.,  who  was  born  in  Februarj^  1912;  Olive  L.  is  the 
wife  of  (  liaih's  Doust,  superintendent  of  schools  at  Versailles,  Ohio,  both 
of  them  beiug  capable  educators,  graduates  of  the  rdllcgc  a1  Woostcr. 
Ohio,  where  Mr.  Doust  continued  his  studies  in  flic  i  Hixcrsily  of  Ohio 
at  Columbus,  and  they  have  a  son  Grover  E.,  who  \\as  hcini  in  September. 
1913;  and  Harold  H.,  who  i^raduatcd  from  the  Berlin  Heights  Higii 
School  in  1915  and  is  living  ai  Ikiui.-  willi  his  mother.  Mrs.  Groves  is  a 
daughter  of  Nelson  and  Klimtlia  i  lintltT)  Hyatt,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Ohio  and  were  niari-icd  in  ;\iilan  Tii\Mislii|i.  I.ater  they  removed 
to  the  vicinity  of  Bronsdii  in  iiraiich  Cnnnly,  AlirM'^an,  and  for  twenty 
years  lived  on  a  farm  tlu-rf  where  Air.  Ilyalt  operated  a  sawmill  by  water 
power.  While  back  in  Milan  Township  on  a  visit  the  mother  of  i\Irs. 
Groves  died  in  1860  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven.  Mr.  Hyatt  afterwards 
married  a  second  time  in  Michigan  and  died  there  in  1871  when  about 
seventy  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Nelson  (Butler)  Hyatt  was  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Jemima  (Bishop)  Butler,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, were  married  in  that  state  and  were  among  the  very  early 
settlers  of  Northern  Ohio,  having  come  out  about  1812,  making  the  entire 
journey  by  teams  and  wagons  to  Berlin  Township.  They  had  to  blaze 
llieir  way  through  the  dense  woods  to  their  chosen  location  on  the  west 
line  of  Berlin  Township  and  there  they  lived  in  a  log  cabin  and  in  the 
midst  of  ])ears  and  wolves,  Indians,  ancl  all  other  features  of  the  frontier 
environment.  Mr.  Butler  died  there  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  and  his 
widow  subsequently  removed  to  Jlichigan  and  died  iu  that  state  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  The  Butlers  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  they  gave  land  from  the  corner  of  their  farm  in  Berlin 
Township  as  a  site  for  the  Met liddisl  Clmreh  in  that  ronniiunity. 

Charles  H.  Conklin  is  one  nf  six  rliilJivn.  His  sister,  Minnie,  died 
in  infancy;  Hattie  is  the  widow  nf  (leoi-.jv  ( 'apen,  livi's  in  Berlin  Heights 
and  has  four  daughters  and  two  sons:  L\dia  is  the  wife  of  John  James 
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JMason,  a  fanner  and  Iriiit  grower  on  the  State  Koad  iu  Berlin  Township, 
and  they  have  a  daugliter  named  Ina;  the  yext  iu  age  is  Charles  11.; 
Benjamin  is  a  sueeesslul  farmer  iu  Milan  Township  and  married  Mabel 
Greenmau;  Sadie  died  iu  March,  1877,  when  very  young. 

On  the;  old  Conklin  farm  in  Milan  Township,  Charles  li.  Couklin  was 
boru  August  Ki,  1875.  His  early  life  was  spent  much  in  the  manner  of 
otlu'r  farmer  boys,  and  liis  iMlucaliim  came  from  the  common  schools  and 
lilie  many  others  lie  (h'rivcd  nnhh  lll^pi^atiou  as  well  as  iustruction  from 
that  notable  educator.  Job  !■  i^ll,  cii  licrliu  Heights.  His  duties  kci)t  him 
at  home  until  April  2.5,  iHil^J,  at  which  date  he  bought  and  moved  to  his 
own  farm  of  fifty-one  acres  in  Berlin  Township,  not  far  from  where  he 
was  born.  Though  not  a  large  farm,  this  is  one  which  might  be  taken 
as  a  model  for  its  intensive  cultivation  and  excellent  improvemeuts. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conklin  reside  in  a  new  nine-room  house,  well  and  taste- 
fully furnished  and  with  all  the  arrangements  and  conveniences  required 
for  ediiirditablc  living.  Outside  stands  a  large  barn  on  a  foundation 
;]U.\r)(i  lilt,  aii.hhcd  to  which  is  a  sixteen-foot  shed.  Mr.  Conklin 's  crops 
set  a  liiiih  siiiiidard  as  to  yield  per  acre  and  he  grows  corn,  w^heat,  oats, 
and  potatoes,  and  also  has  made  somewhat  of  a  specialty  of  growing 
sweet  corn  for  seed,  having  about  fifteeu  acres  planted  in  that  crop.  He 
also  keeps  good  grades  of  live  stock.  During  the  season  J\lr.  Conklin 
operates  a  threshing  outfit  for  the  service  of  the  graiu  growers  over  a 
large  territory  around  his  home. 

Mrs.  Conklin  was  iMiss  Nora  Wikel,  and  they  were  married  in  Milan 
Township.  She  was  born  in  Sandii-s  ('imnl.w  Xrln.iska,  April  25,  1876, 
but  when  eight  years  of  age  her  jiarcnis  ivunnr,!  \,,  \-]vh-  County  and 
located  in  ililau  Township  whei'e  sh;'  •iicw  up  and  iciii\fd  her  educa- 
tion. Her  parents  were  John  C.  and  ^lary  II.  i  Scow)  Wikel,  her  father 
born  in  Lime  Towu.ship  of  Huron  County,  Ohio,  May  31,  1848,  a  son  of 
German  parents  wdio  were  early  settlers  in  Huron  County.  Mr.  Wikel 
died  at  his  home  in  I\lilan  Township,  March  30,  190-4.  He  was  a  demo- 
crat, and  for  a  nundjer  of  years  held  the  office  of  township  trustee  and 
was  a  man  of  high  character,  solid  attainments  and  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence antl  esteem  of  a  large  community.  He  was  married  in  Nebraska, 
his  wife  being  a  native  of  Norway.  She  w^as  born  August  2,  1853,  and 
when  eighteen  years  old  accompanied  her  parents  to  the  United  States, 
setllin^  111  Nebraska,  where  she  lived  uiilil  her  marriage.  She  is  now 
residiim  (in  I  lie  Wikel  home  in  IMilan  Township.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
.Midliddist  Miiiscopal  Church,  to  which  her  husband  also  belonged,  and 
of  their  ehildreii  six  are  still  living:  George,  Lewis,  ^Irs.  Conklin.  Henry, 
Marion  and  Belle. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conklin  was  born  a  daughter.  Dorolby  I  Jell,  on 
February  28,  1903,  and  now  in  the  seventh  grade  of  the  i)ublie  schools; 
and  a  son,  John  Clifford,  was  born  May  16,  1908,  and  is  now  in  the 
second  grade.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conklin  are  members  of  tht>  Friends  Church 
ill  Herliii  Township,  and  he  is  one  of  the  officials  in  that  .society.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Milan  Grange  No.  345  of  the  Patrons 
111'  Husbandry.     In  politics  he  is  a  republican. 

CiiAin.Ks  1'..  DicKKL.  Practically  every  suecessriil  eareer  isaetualeil 
liv  an  earnest  iHirjiose  and  an  energy  of  action  sul'lieieiit  to  carry  out 
definite  iilans  of  accomplishment.  As  a  result  of  such  qualities  Charles 
H.  Dickel  has  made  himself  one  of  the  leading  general  farmers  and  slock 
raisers  in  Berlin  Township.  From  an  eai-ly  age  he  has  been  sell'-reliant 
and  indeiiendent,  and  for  his  success  owes  more  to  himseU'  than  to  any 
inHuence  or  environment. 

On  the  rural  route  No.  2  out  of  Huron  is  located  the  well  iiiqiroved 
I'anii  of  Mr.  Dickel.  eomiirising  eighty-seven  acres.     Conspieuoiis  among 
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the  improvements  is  a  comfortable  seven-room  white  house,  aud  near  by 
is  a  large  and  substantial  barn,  36x64  feet.  As  a  stock  farmer  he  gives 
attention  to  the  best  grades  of  animals,  has  Jersey  red  hogs,  and  a  number 
of  excellent  horses  and  cattle.  He  has  succeeded  in  growing  all  tlie 
.staple  crops  of  Northern  Ohio,  and  has  raised  as  high  as  300  bushels  of 
potatoes  to  the  acre.  Mr.  Dickel  bought  his  hrst  farm  in  1902,  aud  the 
tine  buildings  above  mentioned  have  been  all  erected  since  the  beginning 
of  his  management. 

Though  a  native  of  Germany,  Mr.  Dickel  has  spent  practically  all  his 
life  in  Erie  County.  He  was  born  ilay  10,  1870,  and  when  two  years 
of  age  came  with  his  parents  aud  three  sisters  to  the  United  States.,  "laud- 
ing in  New  York  City,  and  thence  going  to  Vermilion  Township.  His 
early  life  was  sijeut  in  Vermilion,  and  his  education  came  from  local 
schools.  On  reaching  his  majority  he  came  into  Berlin  Township,  and 
for  seven  years  conducted  the  Monroe  Black  farm.  He  not  only  made 
a  living  and  gained  valuable  experience  while  oi^erating  this  farm,  but 
also  accumulated  the  capital  which  he  invested  in  his  present  place. 

He  is  a  son  of  George  and  Catherine  (Cook)  Dickel,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Germany  and  were  reared  there  on  a  farm  and  after  their 
marriage  set  out  in  1872  for  America.  The  four  children  they  brought 
with  them  were  Mary,  Eliza,  Anna,  and  Charles  B.  The  family  tii'st  lived 
as  renters  on  a  farm  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  tlu'  fnlluT  siilis.-(|iiiiitly 
bought  a  place  of  his  own.  In  1901  the  mother  p;issi  ,1  ,i\\;iy  at  llu;  age 
of  seventy-one  years,  nine  months  to  the  day.  Mr.  Dickel  lia.s  .siuec  mar- 
ried Catherine  (Pox)  Heins,  and  they  now  live  on  their  farm  in  Ver- 
milion Township,  Mr.  Dickel  having  celebrated  his  seventy-eighth  birth- 
day on  February  25,  1915.  From  early  youth  he  has  worshiped  in  the 
Reformed  Church,  aud  the  same  religious  faith  as  held  by  his  wife.  In 
politics  he  is  a  democrat. 

In  Vermilion  Township  Charles  B.  Dickel  married  Anna  C.  E.  Acker- 
mann,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  Ji;ne  8,  1868.  From  the  age  ol 
eighteen  she  was  for  seven  years  a  domestic  in  the  Gus  Black  family,  and 
came  into  a  home  of  her  own  well  trained  by  experieuce  and  with  many 
qualities  of  h^art  and  mind  which  have  excellently  fitted  her  for  tin 
duties  of  housekeeper  and  motherhood.  Her  parents  were  Martin  aud 
Mai'y  (Bachmann)  Ackermann,  who  were  natives  of  Germany  and  came 
when  young  people  to  Erie  County,  where  they  met  and  married  in  Ver- 
milion Township.  They  later  moved  to  another  section  of  the  same 
township  near  Ruggles  Corners  on  the  lake  shore,  and  died  there  after 
having  improved  and  paid  for  a  good  farm  of  sixty  acres.  Mr.  Acker- 
mann died  in  February,  1896,  when  fifty-five  years  of  age,  and  his  widow 
is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  and  was  scventv-two  -^-enrs  old  October 
12,  19U.  She  is  a  member  of  the  <Mi-iNan  KrloDncl'  Cliuivh  and  her 
husband  donated  the  land  for  the  cliunh  luiilding  (ui  a  iMniiou  of  his 
farm.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat.  Mrs.  Dickel  is  one  of  six  daughters 
and  two  sons,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  of  the  six  that  are  married  five 
have  children. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickel  were  bom  two  children :  Albert  ]\1.,  who  was 
born  February  19,  1895,  was  graduated  from  high  school  in  1914,  and  is 
now  a  student  in  the  Sandusky  Business  College.  Adaline,  born  June 
15.  1897.  was  graduated  from  high  school  in  1915.  Both  these  young 
people  have  shown  the  qualities  which  give  x>romise  of  useful  and  hon- 
orable careers.  The  daughter  has  musical  talent,  and  for  several  years 
has  been  under  the  tuition  of  good  teachers.  Mrs.  Dickel  is  a  member  of 
the  Reformed  Church  wliile  her  husband  is  a  democrat  in  politics. 

William  D.vtson.  Among  the  various  elements  of  national  slocks 
that  compose  the  i^opulation  of  Erie   County,   th(>re  is  iniite  a   liberal 
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iL'presentalion  of  people  of  English  birth  or  pareutage.  One  of  these  is 
William  Datson,  a  capable  fai-mer  and  fruit  grower  in  Berlin  Township, 
who  is  a  native  of  England,  but  has  lived  in  Ohio  since  before  reaching 
his  majority. 

Born  at  Gillington  in  County  Kent,  England,  July  27,  1840,  he  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Ann  (Roper)  Datson,  botli  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Kent  County.  His  parents  were  married  there,  and  to  their  union 
were  born  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  come  to  America.  Wil- 
liam Datson  in  March,  1859,  accompanied  by  his  oldest  son,  came  to  the 
United  States  on  a  sailing  vessel  which  landed  them  six  weeks  later  in 
New  York.  Some  time  later  they  reached  Cleveland,  and  located  at 
Collmer,  east  of  that  city,  where  the  father  prepared  a  home  for  his 
family.  In  November,  1859,  the  wife  with  eight  children  made  the 
voj'age  from  London  to  Castle  Garden,  and  soon  afterward  joined  the 
father  and  son  at  Collmer.  In  the  following  year  they  moved  to  East 
Cleveland,  and  in  1861  William  Datson,  who  had  then  just  reached 
maturity,  went  to  Townsend,  now  Collins  in  Huron  County,  and  six 
months  later  was  joined  by  his  parents  and  the  rest  of  the  family.  Some 
years  later  the  parents  returned  to  East  Cleveland,  where  Mrs.  Datson 
died  in  1876  when  past  sixty  years  of  age.  William  Datson,  the  father, 
went  to  Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  when  nearly  ninety  years  of  age  passed 
away  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Jesse  Stephens.  The  names  of 
the  children  were  Richard,  William,  Ann,  Jemima,  Amelia,  Susie,  -\Iary, 
James  and  John.  All  of  these  reached  adult  years,  all  married,  and 
children  were  born  to  all  of  them  except  two.  The  four  still  living  are 
Richard,  William,  Susie  and  Mary. 

As  has  been  suggested,  the  Datson  family  were  not  people  who  pos- 
sessed large  means  before  they  found  homes  in  the  United  States.  Con- 
.sequently  William  Datson  had  to  become  partially  self  supporting  at  a 
time  when  most  boys  were  at  school.  At  the  age  of  ten  he  was  employed 
on  an  oyster  boat  at  25  cents  per  week,  and  the  food  supply  was  such 
that  nearly  all  the  time  he  was  half  starved.  By  the  time  he  was  fourteen 
he  was  mate  on  a  hundred-ton  vessel  plying  the  waters  of  the  Thames  and 
Medway.  This  was  his  regular  vocation  until  nearly  nineteen  years  of 
age,  and  he  might  have  continued  a  seafaring  career  had  not  the  family 
determined  about  that  time  to  move  to  America.  He  was  just  on  the 
point  of  being  made  captain  of  a  vessel  when  the  duty  devolved  upon 
him  of  accompanying  his  mother  and  brothers  and  sisters  to  the  United 
States.  After  his  arrival  in  Huron  County  as  above  noted  he  performed 
all  kinds  of  labor  and  helped  to  establish  the  family,  and  at  the  same 
time  managed  to  save  some  money  of  his  own.  In  1865  this  modest 
capital  was  invested  in  eight  acres  in  Berlin  Township  of  Erie  County. 
Prom  time  to  time  he  increased  his  small  holdings,  having  the  co-opera- 
tion of  his  good  wife  in  this  laudable  enterprise,  and  at  the  present  time 
has  a  valuable  small  farm  of  thirty-four  acres,  all  of  it  rich  soil,  and 
with  an  orchard  of  about  1,000  fruit  trees.  He  owns  a  substantial  home, 
has  barns  and  other  buildings,  and  is  able  to  face  the  future  without 
dread. 

Mr.  Datson  was  fn-st  mari-ipd  nt  Clrv.'laiid  to  ^fi^^s  Snrah  Cook,  who 
was  born  in  Lincolnsliiiv,  iMivhmd.  in  Oi-hilin-,  \^\n,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  (|iiiic  \<.iin'_;-  aihl  lo.-alcl  in  Kv'w  C, unity.  She  died 
at  the  home  of  her  mollici'  in  Hn-lin  T,>\\nslii|.  in  KS(i7.  She  was  a 
iiu'inber  of  the  Methodist  i:|iisc,i|ial  (  Imivli.  \\\  iliis  marriage  there  was 
one  daughter,  Helen  I.,  wlin  was  Iku  n  .lnl.\  _>.  l-^t;;;,  iuid  is  now  the  wife 
of  James  Buck,  a  farmer  imiih-meiit  ilcalcr  al  Uci-Jiiiville,  their  two  chil- 
dren are  named  Ina  and  Esther,  both  of  whom  were  well  educated  in 
high  school,  and  Ina  is  now  the  wife  of  Edward  Riggs  and  has  a  daughter 
Helen. 
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On  November  16,  1870,  Mr.  Datson  married,  in  Erie  County,  ^lary 
Bogart.  She  was  born  in  Albany  County,  New  York,  March  17,  1849. 
and  was  two  years  of  age  when  she  came  to  Florence  Township,  Erie 
County,  with  her  parents  James  and  Hannah  M.  (SpofC'  r.ii<;art.  I'oth 
her  father  and  mother  were  born  in  the  month  of  ^i^iy,  ]>\'K  the  foi-mer 
on  the  18th  and  the  latter  on  the  6th,  and  were  niariicil  ( »r-tiilicr  30.  1815. 
They  came  to  Ohio  in  1851  with  their  only  daughter,  lived  for  several 
years  in  Florence  Township,  and  later  moved  to  Berlin  Township,  where 
they  died,  the  father  on  April  18,  1893,  and  the  mother  on  August  10. 
1885.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  in  politics  he 
was  an  active  and  ardent  republican.  To  the  Bogart  family  were  liorn 
two  daughter's  after  they  came  to  Erie  County,  Eugenia,  who  is  wife  of 
Albert  KnluMi  nf  r.crlin  Township,  and  has  a  son,  Jesse;  and  Henrietta, 
who  marri'il  Cluiil's  C^ililcs.  but  is  now  decea.sed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Datson 
have  three  danghltTs.  Helta  was  born  November  5,  1872,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  months,  ilyra,  born  February  15,  1874,  is  the  wife  of 
William  D.  Daugherty,  general  agent  for  the  Nickel  Plate  Railway  at 
Avery  and  also  postmaster  of  that  village.  Edith  A.,  born  Jlarch  2. 
1S77.  (lied  ,\|iri1  Tlh  of  the  same  year.  I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Datson  are  mem- 
bei's  (if  the  Aletliiidist  Churcli,  and  he  has  been  a  regular  voter  of  the 
proliihiliou  tick(.-t  since  the  time  of  St.  John. 

Charles  A.  H.\rdy.  The  most  conspicuous  group  of  tirst  .settlers  in 
Erie  County  included  those  people  who  came  out  early  in  the  nineteenth 
century  to  occupy  the  lands  set  aside  under  the  title  "Fii'e  Lajids"  for 
the  benefit  of  the  settlers  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  who  suffered  iiniu  tlie 
invasion  of  the  British.  Quite  a  goodly  number  of  the  deseeiidants  of 
thes,'  lire  land  settli^rs  are  to  be  found  in  Erie  County,  and  it  is  of  this 
old  and  Milistantial  stock  that  Charles  A.  Hardy  comes.  Mr.  Hardy 
has  a  snbsiantial  lioine  in  Berlin  Township,  along  the  Rural  Route  No.  2 

out   of  Bellni     lieitillts. 

His  lineage  is  l-jiglish.  and  the  family  for  a  generation  or  more 
resided  in  New  ^drk  State.  His  grandfather  was  Samuel  S.  Hardy,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  State  about  1790.  He  became  a  lumberman  and 
farmer  and  married  Miss  Foster.  In  the  fall  of  1830  they  came  with 
wagons  and  teams  across  the  wide  intervening  distance  to  what  is  now 
known  as  the  John  Kurtz  farm. in  Berlin  Township.  The  land  they 
secured  was  not  obtained  directly  from  the  Government,  but  its  previous 
owners  had  made  no  improvement,  and  their  first  home  was  in  the  un- 
broken wilderness.  They  constructed  a  log  cabin  as  their  first  habita- 
tion, and  Samuel  spent  many  months  in  clearing  off  the  virgin  forests 
to  make  room  for  his  first  crops.  The  grain  he  raised  among  the  stumps 
was  threshed  out  with  a  flail,  and  in  the  early  days  they  cooked  their 
food  in  kettles  hung  from  the  crane  in  the  chimney.  Samuel  S.  Hardy 
and  wife  died  in  that  homestead,  he  in  1845  and  his  widow  some  years 
later.  Their  daughter  Flora  was  willed  the  estate  of  100  acres 
as  a  reward  for  having  devoted  many  of  the  best  years  of  her  life  to  the  _ 
care  of  her  mother,  and  she  married  when  quite  old.  but  left  no  children. 
The  other  eliildreii  in  th<'  family  were  Minerva,  Eri,  Adelia.  Ara.  Edith. 
Celia  and  \'olny.  All  these  eiiildren  married  and  all  had  children  of 
their  own. 

Volny  Hardy  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1820  and  was  about  ten 
years  of  age  wlien  he  came  to  Erie  County.  Circumstances  did  not  per- 
mit him  obtaining  a  liberal  education  and  from  early  years  he  took  his 
place  as  a  working  member  of  the  honseliold  and  assisted  in  developing 
the  wild  farm  to  cultivated  fields.  He  aUo  l.'arne,]  the  trade  of  cabinet 
maker,  and  followed  that  with  .some  sm  cess  imtil  his  death,  when  about 
thirtv-three  years  of  age.    He  was  married  in  Bo'Iin  Township  to  Erne- 
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line  Fox.  Slic  was  horn  in  Berlin  Township  upon  the  okl  Fox  estate, 
now  a  part  of  the  fai'in  owned  by  Mr.  Charles  A.  Hardy.  She  died  at 
hei-  old  home  in  1896.  She  was  one  of  the  youngest  among  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  Anson  and  Susan  (]\Iingus)  Fox,  l)()th  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Connecticut,  and  came  during  the  decade  of  the  '20s  to  Ohio  and 
bought  a  tract  of  the  fire  lands  situated  in  what  is  now  the  north- 
ern part  of  Berlin  Township.  They  secured  this  quarter  section  direct 
from  the  Government,  and  thus  were  original  occupants  of  this  noted 
district  in  Northern  Ohio.  As  early  settlers  they  possessed  all  the  more 
prominent  characteristics  of  the  true  pioneer  "type.  Their  finst  home 
was  a  log  cabin  and  it  required  years  of  self  sacrifice  and  toil  to  provide 
the  comforts  which  they  handed  on  to  succeeding  generations.  In  the 
early  daj's  their  home  was  surrounded  by  the  primeval  forest  through 
which  roamed  the  Indians  and  all  kinds  of  wild  game  and  animals,  and 
they  enacted  the  rugged  and  simple  annals  of  courageous  frontier  people. 
.V  number  of  the  Fox  family  were  S|)ii'itualists  in  religion,  while  the 
llanlys  were  Methodists. 

Charles  A.  Hardy  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  four  cliildivn.  The 
(ildcsl.  Amlrcw.  died  after  his  marriage.  Anna  is  the  widow  of  George 
.\sliiii,iii  :iii(l  li\cs  in  Defiance.  Alfred  died  unnmrried  at  Defiance  at 
the  auc  (if   lifty-seven. 

Charles  A.  Hardy  was  born  August  20,  1849.  After  his  education, 
whii-h  came  partly  fi-om  the  schools  and  partly  from  his  early  initiative 
into  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  household,  he  took  up  farm- 
ing a.s  his  vocation,  and  for  many  years  has  been  one  of  the  able  agri- 
culturists of  Berlin  Township.  His  farm  now  comprises  122  acres,  and 
he  and  his  good  wife  now  enjoy  the  comforts  of  a  new  residence,  built 
in  modern  style  and  with  nine  rooms.  He  also  has  an  excellent  farm  and 
other  outl)uildings,  and  owns  another  farm  occupied  by  his  son,  which 
also  has  good  improvements. 

Thirty-eight  years  ago  in  Berlin  Township  Mr.  Hard.y  married  Miss 
Capitola  (iardner.  She  was  born  in  Corry  in  Northwestern  Pennsylva- 
nia, Jaiumry  28,  1859,  but  when  six  years  of  age  was  brought  to  Erie 
County.  Ohio,  and  grew  up  and  received  her  education  in  this  locality. 
Airs.  Hardy  has  proved  a  devoted  wife  and  an  excellent  mother,  and  she 
and  hei-  hu.sband  have  made  their  home  noted  for  its  generous  hospi- 
tality. Mrs.  Hardy  is  one  of  the  excellent  cooks  in  Berlin  Township, 
and  that  accomplishment  is  only  one  of  the  many  things  which  make 
their  home  a  place  of  pleasureable  entertaiinnent  for  their  many  friends. 
Mrs.  Hardy  is  a  daugiiter  of  Leroy  and  Rosa  (Brown)  Gardner.  Her 
father  was  born  in  New  York  State  and  her  mother  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  they  were  married  in  the  latter  state  and  came  from  there  to  Erie 
County.  Here  her  mother  died  in  1887  at  tiie  age  of  fni'ty-eiirht.  Iler 
father  is  still  living  and  is  seventy-nine  ycai's  of  age.  He  lias  been  three 
times  married. 

Two  sons  have  lilessed  the  union  of  ]\lr.  and  Airs.  Hardy.  -Vndi-ew  L. 
is  a  farmer  on  his  father's  place  in  Berlin  Township  and  is  also  a  black- 
smith by  trade;  by  his  marriage  to  Christine  Ila.sle  of  Berlin  Township 
he  has  four  children:  Volney.  Vivian.  Vesta  and  Victor.  Carl  A.,  the 
youngest  son,  was  born  Decembei'  29,  1895,  and  has  also'completed  his  edu- 
cation and  assists  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  homestead.  The 
family  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  All-.  Hardy  and  his  sons  are 
democrats. 

Fkank  M.  Stkvk.nson'.  Among  tlit>  wholesome,  thrifty  and  generous 
people  of  P.erliu  Township  are  to  be  nundiered  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  M. 
Stevenson,  who  reside  on  their  fine  i-ural  liome  uenr  Berlin  Heights,  hav- 
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years  they  have  lived  there  .Mi-,  and  .Mrs.  Stevenson  have  surrounded 
themselves  with  all  the  thiiii;s  iirr,'ssai\  to  make  life  attractive  in  the 
country.  Their  home  is  a  lai'-v  iiinc-i-oom  two  and  a  half  story  house, 
with  a  good  complement  of  other  buildings,  iiirlmlinu'  a  barn  30x50  feet, 
corn  cribs,  granaries,  tool  shed  and  a  good  <iiv|i;,r,|  supplies  all  the  fruit 
they  need.  Mrs.  Stevenson  is  a  kindly  hcspitalilf  Imusewife,  while  Mr. 
Stevenson  shows  to  equal  advantage  as  a  successful  farm  manager. 

Born  in  Pittsfield,  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  June  12,  1864,  Prank  M. 
Stevenson  is  of  old  English  family,  a  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Speed) 
Stevenson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Lincolnshire,  England.  His 
father  was  born  in  1827,  and  his  wife  was  a  few  years  younger.  .  When 
each  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age  they  came  with  their  respective 
parents  to  the  United  States.  William  and  AJmira  Stevenson,  the  par- 
ents of  George,  located  in  Lorain  County,  where  lli.y  spent  tlic  rest  of 
their  lives  as  farmers  near  LaGrange.  They  ilie,|  'when  about  eighty 
years  of  age.  William  and  Ann  Spi-ed.  the  paivnts  df  .Mi-s.  George 
Stevenson,  located  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  an.l  die,!  ilieiv  when  nearly 
ninety  years  of  age.  Both  the  Speed  and  Stevens.m  iaimlies  were  of  the 
good  old  English  stock,  thrifty,  pious,  and  well  qualified  to  perform  their 
owu  work  in  the  world  and  rear  children  to  lives  of  usefulness  and  honor. 
When  the  Stevenson  family  came  to  America  in  1847  a  sailing  vessel 
carried  them  across  the  ocean  and  they  were  six  weeks  on  the  voyage. 
After  their  marriage  George  Stevenson  and  wife  left  Zanesville  and 
moved  to  Pittsfield  in  Lorain  County,  where  he  gained  a  livelihood  as  a 
carpenter  and  mechanic  and  farmer.  He  died  there  thirty-five  years  ago 
when  about  tifty-two  years  of  age,  and  his  widow  is  still  living  in  Lorain 
County  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  making  her  home  with  her  daughter, 
:\rrs.   William  Silie  of  La(ira.nge. 

'■ '•-'■  sieveiisdii  and  wife  were  people  of  earnest  natures,  were  good 

iii'iiihixii's,  and  in  iiolilies  he  was  a  strong  republican.  There  were  nine 
children  in  their  family :  John,  who  lives  in  Lorain  County  and  has  one 
son ;  William,  a  farmer  in  Lorain  County,  who  has  been  twice  married 
and  has  three  daughters:  Ann,  now  deceased,  who  was  the  first  wife  of 
William  Silic  of  Pittsfield,  Lorain  County;  Charles,  who  died  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-two  years ;  Frank  M. ;  James,  who  is  a  farmer  at 
AVellington  in  Lorain  County  and  is  married  but  has  no  children;  Tillie, 
who  is  the  seeiind  wife  (if  William  Silie  of  Lorain  ((nnily,  and  the  motlier 
of  four  ehihlren  :  Maud,  who  is  the  wile  (,f  Hei't  Gales  <if  Lin'aiii  Ciiuuty, 
and  has  lluve  children;  and  'riionuis,  who  died  at  the  a.ev  of  fourteen 
years. 

It  was  in  Lorain  County  that  Frank  ]\I.  Stevenson  grew  to  manhood 
and  acquired  his  early  education.  He  trained  for  the  life  of  a  farmer 
and  he  has  made  that  voe;iiion  the  foundation  of  a  profitable  and  honor- 
able career.  From  Lorain  he  eaiiie  to  Erie  County,  and  was  married  in 
Berlin  Township  to  ^lis>.  \-]\n  Spiinger.  Mrs.  Stevenson  was  born  on  the 
farm  whieh  lias  mer  sinee  Imcm  Iki-  home.  In  its  jireseiit  form  it  com- 
pi-ises  seveiit\--si.\  ;ieres  of  Well  ■•  u  1 1  i  \a  t  e,  1  and  fei'tile  soU,  situated  not 
far  from  I  ler'linville  ;ind  Shinroek  .m  the  l!erlin\ille  road.  Mrs.  Steven- 
son was  born  there  October  29,  1869,  and  gained  her  education  in  the 
public  schools.  She  is  a  daughter  of  George  Springer  and  a  grand- 
daughter of  Job  Springer.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ohio  and  her  grand- 
father in  New  York  State.  The  latter  was  married  after  coming  to  Ohio 
to  .^liss  Sayles  of  Ohio,  and  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  in  Berlin 
Townsliip. "  George  Springer,  who  is  now  retired,  was  for  many  years  a 
farmer.  Mrs.  Stevenson's  mother  was  Lodema  V.  Fuller,  who  was  born 
on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  the  Stevenson  family  on  ]March  4,  1845, 
and  spent  her  life  in  that  community,  where  she  died  in  1900.  She  was 
an  active  memlier  of  the  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,     ilrs.  Stevenson 
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grew  to  womanhood  in  the  home  of  her  uncle  and  aunt,  Waterman  C 
Pisk  and  his  sister,  Roby  Ann  Fisk.  Her  uncle  Waterman  died  in  iJerliu 
Township  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight,  while  his  sister  likewise  enjoyed  a 
long  life,  being  seventy-seven  when  she  died.  Waterman  Fisk  was  born 
May  1,  1809,  and  his  sister  May  23,  1819.  They  were  natives  of  New 
York  State,  and  when  quite  young  moved  to  Erie  County  and  were 
among  the  early  sdilci-s  in  \',,\-\ui  Towiisliip. 

Mr.  and  :\lis.  strvmso,,  li;i\r  ,,n,.  son,  Thomas  Mathews  Stevenson 
who  was  born  .M<i>  14.  iMiii,  \\,is  iv;,,v,l  and  educatetd  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship and  attended  the  lierliii  lleijijlils  schools,  and  is  still  at  home  assist- 
ing m  the  management  of  the  farm.  Mr.  Stevenson  in  politics  is  a 
republican. 

An.ViM  W.  H.vsT.  Farming  is  now  both  a  practical  and  scientific  busi- 
ness and  many  of  the  most  successful  farmers  are  pursuing  it  according 
to  the  intensive  method,  making  one  acre  grow  what  the  old-fashioned 
husbandmen  produced  on  two  or  three  acres.  A  conspicuous  illustration 
of  this  method  is  found  in  the  enterprise  of  Adam  W.  Hast,  now  one  of 
the  largest  land  owners  in  Berlin  Township  in  the  countiy  ad.jaeent  to 
the  lake  shore.  Mr.  Hast  had  hard  work  in  getting  a  start*  was  a  renter 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  since  gaining  a  foothold  has  made  rapid  prog- 
ress in  the  accumulation  of  material  prosperity  and  in  directing  the 
operations  of  an  increasing  estate.  He  is  one  of  the  progressive  farmer 
citizens  of  Erie  County,  and  there  are  few  who  have  more  to  show  for 
their  work. 

Though  nearly  all  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Erie  County,  Mr.  Ilast 
was  born  in  Hessen-Nassau,  Germaay,  October  6,  1862,  a  son  of  Adam 
and  Anna  Catherine  (Miller)  Hast.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
William  Miller,  a  native  of  Luedersdorf,  Germany,  and  a  farmer  and  a 
wagonmaker  by  trade.  Adam  Hast,  Sr.,  belonged  to  an  old  Hessen-Nas- 
sau family,  and  they  had  lived  in  the  old  town  of  Neidernaula  for  more 
than  a  century.  They  were  of  the  farming  class.  While  he  lived  in 
Germany  Adam  Hast  and  wife  had  three  children  born  to  them:  Jennie, 
Adam  W.  and  Sophia.  Then  in  the  winter  of  1866  he  started  out  alone 
to  iiiMsi  i-aif  the  opportunities  of  the  New  World.  He  embarked  on  a 
sailnca'  \issrl  at  Bremen.  This  vessel  when  about  three  days'  sail  from 
New  ^'ork  encountered  a  terrific  storm  which  nearly  swamped  the  boat 
and  drove  it  back  on  its  course  so  that  for  two  or  three  weeks  thej'  were 
driven  first  one  way  and  then  another  and  iiearlj'  two  months  after  the 
stall  tile  shi[>  limped  into  the  harbor  at  Liverpool.  There  the  seven  huu- 
dicil  [lassi  ni:vi-s  were  transferred  to  a  steam  vessel  and  carried  on  to 
Xiw  Vnik  (  ity.  It  was  ninety-two  days  from  the  time  Mr.  Hast  left 
Brcmm  Ixd'ore  he  was  safely  landed  in  New  York.  In  the  meantime 
while  tliree  of  the  passengers  died,  there  were  three  births,  so  that  the 
number  that  landed  was  the  same  as  that  which  started.  Adam  Hast 
went  on  into  the  interior,  spent  a  short  time  in  Illinois,  and  in  the  mean- 
time sent  for  his  wife  and  children.  They  came  across  and  he  .joined  them 
at  Brownhelm  in  Lorain  Count}',  Ohio.  In  that  county  Adam  Hast,  Sr. 
bought  a  small  farm,  and  lived  there  until  1877,  when  he  moved  to  Erie 
County  and  acquired  fifty  acres  of  the  old  Douglas  homestead  situated  on 
the  lake  shore  in  Berlin  Township.  Adam  Hast  continued  to  live  there, 
mad(!  many  improvements,  and  prospereil  in  a  quiet  way  until  his  deatli 
on  April  19,  1911.  His  widow  now  lives  with  her  youngest  daughter 
.Mi's.  Henry  Ilartman,  and  is  now  eighty-four  years  of  age,  having  been 
liorn  .March  11,  1831.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  confirmed  when 
cliildren  in  the  German  Reformed  Church.  Her  husband  was  a  democrat 
in  politics.  A  record  of  their  children  is  as  follows:  Jennie  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Brown  of  Bremen,  Ohio,  and  tlu'y  have  a  son  and  two  daugh- 
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ters.  The  next  one  in  age  is  Adam  W.  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Douglas,  and  they  live  at  Florence  in  the  state  of  Arizona,  where 
Mr.  Douglas  is  a  miner  and  fruit  farmer.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  George 
Hartman,  a  successful  farmer  and  fruit  grower  and  horse  breeder  and 
now  serving  as  township  trustee  of  Berlin,  where  he  and  his  wife  live  and 
have  a  son  and  two  daughters.  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Hartman. 
living  on  the  old  Hast  homestead  near  the  lake  shore. 

Adam  W.  Ha.st  was  reared  and  educated  in  Berlin  Township,  and 
after  reaching  his  majority  started  out  to  turn  his  previous  training  to 
profitable  account  as  a  farmer.  He  rented  land  for  nine  years,  fanning 
the  old  Tlieodore  Iline  place  just  outside  the  corporation  limits  of  Berlin 
Heights.  With  the  accumulations  of  these  years  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  where  he  now  lives.  His  home  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in 
Berlin  Township,  has  all  the  conveniences  and  comforts,  and  is  beauti- 
fully situated.  It  is  a  fine  old-fashioned  home,  a  large  white  building 
witli  twelve  rooms,  and  nearby  are  two  barns,  one  28x32  feet  and  another 
o2x50  feet.  Since  buying  this  land  Mr.  Hast  has  made  rapid  progress, 
and  later  bought  a  small  place  of  sixteen  acres  and  from  time  to  time 
other  land  until  his  ownership  now  extends  to  more  than  250  acres,  all 
in  Berlin  Township.  His  farming  enterprise  is  diversified  and  extends 
to  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  large  crops  of  wheat,  corn,  oats  and  potatoes, 
and  he  is  also  one  of  the  large  fruit  growers  along  the  lake  shore.  On 
his  lake  shore  farm  he  has  a  nine-acre  peach  orchard,  and  at  his  home 
place  he  has  four  acres  in  apples,  one  acre  in  peaches  and  two  acres  in 
pears. 

While  gaining  this  valuable  stake  in  Erie  County  Mr.  Hast  has  also 
reared  and  provided  liberally  for  a  large  family.  He  was  married  in 
Vermilion  Township  to  Bertha  Ackerman,  who  was  born  in  that  township 
May  3,  1867,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  She  is  a  daiighter 
of  German  parents,  Fred  and  Eliza  (Kothe)  Ackerman,  both  now 
deceased,  having  married  and  spent  many  years  in  Vermilion  Town- 
ship. Sophia,  who  was  the  first  child  born  into  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
]\Irs.  Hast,  was  born  January  8.  18S7.  was  2'r<Tluated  from  the  Berlin 
Heights  High  School  in  1904,  subsequently  L'rniluated  from  the  Oberlin 
Business  College,  spent  several  yeai-s  ,it  Sandusky  as  deputy  county 
recorder,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Warren  Croll,  living  at  Akron,  and 
they  have  a  son  named  Robert.  Lydia,  the  second  of  the  family,  was 
born  October  3,  1888,  graduated  in  1905  from  the  high  school  at  Berlin 
Heights,  later  attended  Oberlin  Summer  School,  and  attended  school 
at  Athens.  Ohio,  spent  four  years  in  successful  work  as  a  teacher,  and 
is  now  married  to  Ralph  Cobb,  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Township,  and  their 
one  son  is  named  Edwin.  Frederick  William,  born  xYugust  28,  1890, 
graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Berlin  Heights  in  1910,  spent  one 
year  in  the  Ohio  State  University,  and  is  now  a  promising  young  man 
who  assists  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm.  Clara  A.,  born 
April  20,  1892.  graduated  from  high  school  in  the  class  of  1910,  sub- 
seciuently  graduated  from  the  Oberlin  Business  College,'  and  is  now 
connected  with  the  Kelley  Plastering  Company  at  Sandusky.  Harold 
Oscar,  born  April  22,  1896.  completed  his  education  and  is  still  at  liome. 
Elizabeth,  born  August  23,  1898,  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1916  in 
the  Berlin  Heights  High  School.  Adam  W.,  Jr.,  was  born  Ajn-il  9, 
1902,  Florence  was  born  September  1,  1905,  both  being  in  school,  and 
the  youngest  is  Bertha,  born  April  27,  1907. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hast  are  active  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Berlin  Heights,  and  he  is  one  of  the  trustees  nf  the  rlinreli.  He  and 
his  sou  Fred  are  democrats  in  national  politics.  lnil  exei-eisi>  :i  wise  dis- 
cretion in  their  choice  of  local  candidates.  Mr.  Ila.st  and  his  sons  are 
members  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  No.  391  at  Berlin  Heights, 
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and  the  father  is  a  past  eliaiieellor  of  the  ordei-  and  has  lieen  a  delegate 
to  the  state  grand  lodge  in  Cincinnati.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  at  Shinrock,  has  passed  through  all  the  chairs 
of  the  local  camp,  and  has  attended  the  state  lodge  at  Sandusky. 

James  Dougl.\ss.  For  mo.e  than  eighty  years  the  Douglass  family 
has  had  its  seat  in  Erie  County.  The  late  James  Douglass  is  well  remem- 
bered by  the  older  settlers  for  his  solid  ability  and  worth  as  a  farmer 
in  Berlin  Township,  and  for  his  prominence  in  local  affairs  and  both 
local  and  state  polilii's.  Mrs.  Douglass  is  still  living  and  occupying-  a 
part  of  tlic  old  lioiiKstcad,  situated  on  Rural  Route  No.  2  out  of  Huron 
and  is  one  of  the  iidtalile  women  of  her  locality.  For  many  years  she 
was  active  with  her  Inisband  in  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  is  still 
active  as  a  member  of  the  Berlin  Heights  Tuesday  Tourist  Club,  before 
which  organization  she  has  read  numerous  papers. 

The  ancestry  of  this  family  goes  back  to  one  of  the  oldi'st  and  must 
conspicuous  clans  of  Scotland.  The  Douglass  Clan  wore  the  id.iid  and 
for  many  generations  its  members  were  connected  with  the  iiiest  liislmie 
events  in  Scotland.  The  most  prevalent  Christian  name  in  tlie  family 
was  Robert,  and  both  the  grandfather  and  the  father  of  the  late  James 
Douglass  bore  that  name.  Robert  Douglass,  Sr..  lived  and  died  in  Jedd- 
borough,  Scotland,  where  was  one  of  the  old  homes  of  the  famih-.  Robert 
Douglass,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Dumfries  in  1793,  grew  up  in  Scotland, 
learned  the  trade  of  millwright,  and  in  his  native  cit.y  married  Mary 
Black,  who  was  also  of  good  Scotch  stock.  After  their  niarrinev  tliey 
continued  to  reside  in  Si'otland  a  few  years  and  during  that  time  Aeiies, 
Margaret  and  Tiohovi  were  boni  to  tliem.  While  these  were  still  small 
children  they  emb;iilu'd  mi  a  sniliii^-  x'essel,  and  encountered  a  tempes- 
tuous sea  and  spent  eleven  weeks  liel'di-e  hiiidiug  at  Hamilton,  Ontario, 
Canada.  In  Canada  i;cih<Tt  Doniihiss  liee;ime  proprietor  of  a  hotel  at 
Hamilton,  and  livetl  there  a  number  of  years,  during  Mdiich  time  his 
children,  George,  Mary  and  James  were  born.  In  1830  Robert  Douglass 
was  induced  to  remove  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  became  interested  in 
a  brewery.  At  the  end  of  three  years  the  business  had  become  badl.v 
involved  and  the  partner  ran  away  and  left  Mr.  Douglass  with  all  the 
obligations.  He  never  lost  courage,  nor  did  his  wife,  and  she  assisted 
him  during  that  critical  time  by  making  shirts  for  the  lake  sailors  at 
25  cents  apiece.  About  this  time  Mr.  Douglass  met  Harlow  Case,  who 
was  then  postmaster  at  Buffalo.  Jlr.  Case's  stepfather.  Judge  Almon 
Ruggies,  owned  640  acres  of  land  in  Berlin  Township  of  Erie  County, 
Ohio.  Robert  Douglass  accepted  the  invitation  to  go  to  Erie  County  and 
secure  employment.  Thus  in  1833  he  came  out  to  this  new  country, 
and  soon  showed  sneh  eapaeit.y  for  business  that  Judge  Ruggies  sold  him 
fifty  acres  ol'  line  lan<l  on  the  lake  shore,  with  liberal  credit  and  time. 
This  land  was  all  wild  and  uncultivated  except  five  acres.  Judge  Rug- 
gies thus  showed  his  keen  .iudgment  of  men  and  secured  a  good  neighbor 
in  Robert  Douglass.  Robert  Douglass  spent  the  rest  of  his  active  life 
in  Berlin  Township,  reared  his  family  well,  and  became  prominent  in 
a  local  way.  In  addition  to  farming  he  also  worked  as  a  cooper  for  some 
years.  He  died  in  1868  and  his  widow  later  went  to  Toledo  and  died 
there  in  the  fall  of  1874  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  They  were  members 
of  the  Wesle.van  Jlethodist  Church,  and  he  was  first  a  whig  and  later 
a  i-epublican  in  politics.  He  also  wielded  facile  pen  and  was  quite  well 
known  locally  as  a  poet.  In  addition  to  the  children  already  mentioned 
as  born  in  Scotland  and  Canada  there  were  three  others,  Betsey,  Isabel 
and  Letitia,  who  were  probably  born  in  New  York  State,  and  all  were 
married  except  Betsey  and  Letitia,  and  all  are  now  deceased. 
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The  late  James  Douglass  was  born  at  Hamilton,  Canada,  June  10, 
1824,  and  came  into  the  world  strong  and  healthy  and  with  a  good 
endowment  of  intellect.  He  grew  up  in  Erie  County  from  the  age  of 
nine  years,  and  acquired  his  education  in  local  schools.  On  reaching 
his  majority  he  began  earning  his  own  way  in  the  world,  invested  his 
earnings  in  land,  and  altogether  accumulated  about  230  acres,  most  of 
which  were  developed  into  highly  cultivated  tracts  for  the  growing  of 
fruit  and  other  crops.  He  became  well  known  in  many  ways,  was  promi- 
nent in  the  democratic  party,  and  in  1874  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  and  was  re-elected.  He  represented  his  district  altogether 
for  eight  years.  In  1882  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  C9mmis- 
sioner,  in  which  he  served  two  terms  of  three  years  each.  His  most 
important  oftice  came  with  his  appointment  in  1890  as  a  member  of 
the  State  Board  of  Eciualization,  to  the  duties  of  which  he  gave  his 
time  and  judgment  for  two  years. 

The  late  James  Douglass  died  at  his  home  in  Erie  County  August  1, 
1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous leaders  in  tlie  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  serving  as  master  both 
in  the  local  and  state  granges.  He  was  also  connected  with  school 
affairs. 

James  Douglass  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  November  24,  1857, 
to  Miss  Cornelia  A.  King,  who  was  born  at  Randolph,  New  York,  Janu- 
ary 5,  1833.  Mrs.  Douglass  has  lived  in  Erie  County  since  1834,  having 
grown  up  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Since  her  husband's  death  she  has 
occupied  the  old  home  with  twenty-five  acres  of  surrounding  land,  and 
that  is  one  of  the  beauty  spots  along  the  lake  shore  in  Berlin  Townsliip. 
Her  home  is  a  popular  gathering  place  for  a  large  circle  of  friends, 
and  all  have  a  hearty  welcome  under  her  hospitable  roof.  Mrs.  Doug- 
lass is  a  daughter  of  Gideon  King,  and  a  granddaughter  of  CTideon 
King,  Sr.  Her  grandfather  was  an  early  settler  at  Randolph,  Cattarau- 
gus County,  New  York,  and  married  Diautha  Pixley,  and  both  died  at 
Randolph.  Gideon,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Randolph,  New  York,  November 
15,  1795,  and  married  Maria  Hopkins,  who  was  of  the  same  family  as 
Stephen  Hopkins,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
She  was  born  in  Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts,  July  10,  1799,  a 
daughter  of  Moses  Hopkins.  The  children  of  Gideon  and  Maria  were 
all  born  in  New  York,  and  in  1834  the  family  came  out  to  Brie  County, 
Ohio.  From  Buffalo  they  took  a  boat  to  Huron  and  after  two  years  in 
Berlin  Township  went  to  the  Village  of  Norwalk,  spent  ten  years  there, 
and  in  1845  returned  to  Berlin  Township.  Gideon  King  thereafter  was 
a  farmer  in  this  township  and  died  there  in  January,  1879.  He  was 
survived  by  his  widow,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight,  and 
was  strong  in  intellect  to  the  last.  Both  of  them  were  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglass  were  as  follows :  William  L., 
who  was  born  in  October,  1865,  was  well  trained  and  educated,  and  is 
now  a  prominent  farmer,  the  owner  of  a  fine  place  on  the  lake  near  the 
old  homestead  where  he  grows  large  crops,  particularly  peaches,  to 
which  fruit  he  has  many  acres  planted ;  he  married  Anna  Hill,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  without  children  of  their  own  they  have  adopted 
a  daughter,  "Winifred,  who  is  now  attending  school.  Dr.  James  King 
Douglass,  the  second  child,  was  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  the  dental  department  in  1894,  and  now  has  a  fine  practice 
at  Sandusky ;  he  married  Maora  Hill  of  Berlin  Heights,  and  they  have 
a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  aged  thirteen  and  now  in  the  eighth  grade  of 
the  public  schools.  Mary,  who  was  bom  on  the  old  farm  in  1872,  and 
was  educated  in  the  pufjlic  schools  and  in  the  Northern  Ohio  Normal 
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School  at  Ada,  became  a  teacher,  and  in  1900  married  George  S.  Cook. 
Mr.  Cook,  who  managed  the  homestead  of  Mrs.  Douglass  for  some 
years,  died  July  31,  1914;  he  was  a  prominent  member  of  Mark  Lodge 
No.  359,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  had  passed  most  of  the  chairs  in  that  order 
and  was  also  affiliated  with  the  Berlin  Heights  Lodge  in  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  in  which  he  was  past  chancellor. 

William  Ch.\kles  Heymann.  From  the  earliest  years  of  settlement 
Erie  county's  position  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore  has  brought  many  sub- 
stantial benefits  to  that  locality,  and  not  least  among  these  is  the  large 
fishing  industry  which  has  important  centers  in  the  various  lake  poi-ts 
along  tlie  snutli  side  of  this  fresh  water  sea.  In  alluding  to  the  various 
families  ami  iiiili\  iiliials  who  have  been  most  prominent  in  this  business, 
foremost  iiHiitimi  miist  be  given  to  the  Heymanns  who  for  more  than 
half  a  ci'iiliiiy  lia\e  been  identified  with  the  business  at  Huron.  Huron 
also  .  hiiiiis  llii'  citizens  of  that  name  as  among  its  most  substantial  men, 
and  tlhii'  industry  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  importance 
ami  i.ins|„rity  of  tlie  villam'. 

Tin-  l;it,'  William  Clinilis  Heymann,  whose  two  sons  now  carry  on  the 
acliw  affairs  of  the  luisiiirss  which  he  began  before  the  Civil  war,  was 
boi-ii  ill  Kalteiiliolzhau.seii.  Xa.ssau,  Germany,  March  1,  1834,  and  lived  to 
be  more  than  four  score  years  of  age.  He  came  of  strong  and  wholesome 
stock,  his  ancestors  having  been  of  the  pastoral  class  of  Germans,  people 
of  limited  means  but  of  most  honest  and  industrious  character.  1  he 
father  was  Conrad  Heymann,  who  reared  a  large  family  of  children  and 
endowed  them  with  strong  bodies  and  a  willingness  to  work,  character- 
istics which  without  any  other  advantages  would  certainly  work  to  their 
credit  and  honorable  stations  in  life.  Most  of  these  children  founded 
homes  in  free  America,  and  a  number  of  them  became  identified  with 
Ph'ie  county,  Ohio. 

AVilliam  Charles  Heymann  was  fourteen  years  of  age  and  had  com- 
pleted the  course  of  the  common  schools  in  Germany,  when  he  left  the 
fatherland  and  with  a  party  of  neighbors  and  possibly  some  of  his  rela- 
tives came  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New  World.  The  record  of  his 
early  life  and  experience  is  now  largely  a  matter  of  tradition,  and  it  is 
believed  that  when  he  left  Germany  he  ]iassed  through  France  and  took 
passage  on  some  boat  at  a  Freiu-li  |i(irf,  lielieved  to  be  Havre.  He  was  at 
h'ast  eight  weeks  on  this  ves.sel  lielniv  ii  readied  Castle  Garden,  New  York, 
and  thence  he  came  by  river  and  eanal  (o  Buffalo  and  up  the  lake  to  the 
welcome  shores  of  Northern  Ohio.  The  village  of  Huron  was  then  a  small 
but  thriving  lake  port,  and  one  of  the  favorite  harbors  and  shipping  points 
of  the  early  days.  His  early  training  in  honest  and  industrious  habits 
profited  him  from  the  instant  he  arrived  in  Huron.  The  first  ten  years 
lie  a])i)lied  himself  with  willing  heart  and  hand  to  any  occupation  which 
promised  legitimate  returns  and  some  possibilities  of  advancement.  He 
had  the  qualities  of  effii-ieney  and  fidelity  and  never  had  to  be  pressed 
in  order  to  perform  his  tasks  in  the  best  possible  manner.  Thus  his 
services  were  in  demand,  and  there  was  never  a  time  in  this  early 
portion  of  his  career  when  he  had  to  seek  employment.  After  he  had 
lived  in  the  country  for  some  time  his  parents  and  other  members  of  the 
family  came  to  America,  and  all  of  them  became  identified  with  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

William  C.  Heymann  was  still  a  l)oy  in  his  teens  when  he  was  given 
the  responsibility  of  looking  after  a  grain  elevator  at  Milan  in  Ih-ie 
County.  The  manager  of  that  elevator  was  unable  to  perform  his  duties 
on  account  of  illness,  and  for  one  year  the  business  entirely  devolved 
upon  the  shoulders  of  young  Heymann.  It  was  the  first  important  test 
of  his  real  capacity  for  business,  and  be  not  only  gave  close  attention  to 
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his  work  but  kept  his  accounts  so  straight  that  he  was  not  only  compli- 
mented by  his  employer  but  given  a  substantial  bonus  in  recognition  of 
his  work.  Later  he  was  given  a  place  by  the  Wickham  Company  in 
charge  of  their  grain  elevator,  and  the  trustworthy  manner  in  which  he 
performed  his  duties  soon  gave  him  a  larger  outlook  on  business  and  he 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  fish  buyer  for  the  Wickham  concern. 
He  also  bought  for  Charles  Ryan,  another  prominent  fish  dealer  af  that 
time.  Thus  he  was  gi'adually  drawn  into  the  industry  which  for  so  many 
years  he  followed  and  on  which  he  built  iip  liis  snlistaiitial  fdrtune. 

About  1860  Mr.  Heymann  took  up  the  iii(lr|.,.ii,I.Mit  Imsiiicss  of  deal- 
ing in  lake  fish  and  also  acquired  the  ef|ni|iiiiriit  and  mtrrcd  into  the 
fiekl  as  a  producer  or  catcher.  He  opci'alcd  both  in  Lake  Ei-ie  and  Lake 
Michigan,  but  his  headquarters  wci'c  al\\,i.\s  in  Huron.  His  operations 
soon  brought  him  to  a  position  amoii>i  the  laii;ist  fish  takers  out  of  these 
lakes.  The  late  Mr.  Heymann  was  active  in  the  management  of  his  large 
business  until  1903,  and  in  that  time  his  name  became  familiar  through 
his  dealings  with  all  the  important  commission,  wholesale  and  retail 
fish  houses  in  both  the  West  and  the  East. 

Mr.  Heymann  was  one  of  the  very  few  men  in  the  business  in  North- 
ern Ohio  whose  career  contains  no  record  of  failure  or  important  reverses. 
He  was  energetic,  conservative  in  his  l)nsin(ss  methods,  kept  a  judicious 
watch  upon  both  the  productive  and  the  s.lliim-  cihIs  of  the  business, 
and  managed  his  assets  so  well  that  he  could  always  discount  his  bills. 
In  Erie  county  he  was  regarded  not  only  as  a  successful  business  man 
but  a  citizen  of  high  ideals  and  of  sterling  worth.  At  his  home  on  Wil- 
liams street  in  Huron  his  death  occurred  February  24,  1915,  at  the  end 
of  a  long  and  fruitful  carcei'. 

•  AVilliam  C.  IIcyiiKinn  was  a  mcud)cr  of  Uie  German  Reformed  Church, 
in  polities  a  very  dei'ided  democrat,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been 
a  member  of  the  town  council  and  for  one  term  held  the  office  of  mayor. 
He  was  married  in  Huron  to  Miss  Catherine  Elizabeth  Koch,  who  was 
about  two  years  older  than  her  husband  and  was  born  in  Nassau  in  the 
same  locality  that  contained  his  birthplace.  When  she  was  a  young  girl 
she  accompanied  her  mother  and  stepfather  to  the  United  States  and 
grew  to  womanhood  in  Huron.  She  is  still  living  at  the  old  William 
Street  home,  and  well  preserved  and  active  for  her  advanced  years. 
Her  husband  owed  to  her  much  of  his  success  in  life,  since  she  was 
active  and  sympathetic  with  him  in  all  his  business  ventures  and  a 
splendid  home  maker  and  mother. 

William  C.  Heymann  and  wife  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children :  Louisa,  "wife  of  William  Slie]5herd  of  Huron,  and  the  mother 
of  children;  Mary,  who  died  after  her  marriage  to  Robert  Truett,  with- 
out children;  Henry,  who  died  in  childhood;  Charles,  the  first  of  that 
name,  who  died  in*  infancy ;  Libby,  wife  of  Eugene  Yarrick,  and  the 
motlier  of  one  son:  Lydia,  who  lives  at  home  with  her  mother;  Sarah, 
who  died  in  cliildlioiHl ;  Caroline,  who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Cooper,  a 
carpenter  at  Cleveland  ;  Charles  F.  and  John  P..  the  successors  of  their 
father  in  business;  Anna,  who  died  in  early  ehildhood :  and  Otto,  who 
also  died  young. 

Charles  P.  Heymann,  who  with  his  brother  John  V..  has  long  been 
identified  with  the  industry  which  his  father  establishi'd  many  years 
ago,  was  born  in  Huron.  April  20,  1869.  He  was  reared  and  I'dneated 
in  his  native  village,  and  when  a  young  man  took  up  the  work  of  lisher- 
man  and  has  made  that  the  basis  of  his  successful  career.  Both  he  and 
his  brother  have  beaixtiful  modern  homes  on  Center  street,  one  of  the 
best  residential  streets  in  Huron.  Charles  F.  Heymann  married  Cora 
Rhinemiller,  who  was  born  and  reared  and  educated  in  Huron  County, 
a  daua-hter  of  John   Rhinemiller,   who   with    his   wife  was  born   in   the 
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United  States,  was  a  farmer,  and  a  Presbyterian  and  democrat.  Charles 
F.  Ilej'nianu  and  wife  have  two  daugliters,  Ethel  L.,  aged  seventeen  and 
a  student  in  high  school,  and  Audrey  Marjorie,  who  is  now  in  the  eighth 
grade  of  the  Huron  pnlilic  schools. 

John  P.  Heyni.-iiiii,  tlir  second  of  the  sons  who  have  proved  such 
worthy  successors  :is  luisincss  men  to  their  honored  father  and  have  done 
much  to  increase  the  sulistantial  fortune  acquired  by  the  elder  Heymann, 
was  born  in  Huron,  July  17,  1871,  and  received  his  education  in  his 
home  village.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  gaining  a  practical  ex- 
perience in  the  fishing  industry,  and  he  and  his  brother  subsequently 
boui^lit  out  their  father,  and  have  been  associated  more  or  less  closely  for 
twents-two  years.  For  greater  convenience  of  operation  they  subse- 
quently separated  the  business  into  two  branches,  and  are  now  operating 
independently,  John  being  at  head  of  the  branch  of  the  business  known 
as  "Pound  Fishing"  while  Charles  operates  the  "Devil  Net"  or  "Trap 
Fishing."  Together  they  give  employment  to  a  large  number  of  men, 
have  a  large  amount  of  capital  invested  in  boats,  nets  and  other  equip- 
ment, maintain  a  large  warehouse  in  Huron,  and  have  established  con- 
nections with  all  the  larger  cities  of  both  East  and  West. 

John  P.  Heymann  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Selling,  who  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Ohio,  where  her  parents,  of  German  stock,  were  sub- 
stantial farmers.  John  Heymann  and  wife  have  the  following  children : 
Edna  E.,  a  student  in  high  sehool;  "William  Charles,  now  in  the  seventh 
grade  of  the  public  schools;  Oliver  Wendell,  aged  seven  years;  Viruinia, 
aged  two;  and  John,  Jr.,  an  infant  who  was  born  ilay  26,  191. j.  Jolm 
P.  Heymann  and  wife  and  his  hnithei-  and  family  all  attend  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Henry  W.  Smith.  Among  the  old  and  honored  families  of  Erie 
County  of  German  origin  must  be  mentioned  that  of  which  Henry  W. 
Smith  is  a  prominent  representative.  He  and  others  of  the  name  have 
been  identified  with  agricultural  and  industrial  development  many 
years  and  in  numerous  ways  have  made  their  influence  felt  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  locality. 

For  thirty-three  years  Henry  W.  Smith  has  been  a  general  farmer 
in  Berlin  Township,  his  farm  being  bounded  by  two  of  the  well-traveled 
thoroughfares  of  that  township.  He  has  lived  there  since  1882,  and 
owns  ninety  acres  of  fine  land,  well  watered  by  Chappell  Creek.  Nearly 
all  of  it  is  "in  cultivation,  and  its  crops  are  mainly  wheat,  corn  and  oats, 
and  he  keeps  some  graded  live  stock,  horses,  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep.  He 
has  a  special  distinction  among  Erie  County  farmers  as  an  extensive 
and  scientific  grower  of  ginseng  and  golden  seal,  and  for  several  years 
has  made  this  a  very  profitable  feature  of  his  business.  His  land  seems 
particularly  well  adapted  for  these  specific  crops.  While  the  building 
improvements  on  his  land  are  ((uite  old,  they  are  kept  in  the  best  of 
repair,  and  altogether  he  has  one  of  the  valuable  estates  of  Berlin. 
Township. 

The  family  located  in  Erie  County  in  the  early  half  of  the  nineteenth 
r(>ntury.  Henry  W.  Smith  was  born  in  Vermilion  Township  October 
Hi.  1^.')0,  a  son 'of  John  and  Louisa  (Cook)  Smith.  Both  parents  were 
natives  of  Germany,  his  father  born  at  Bloekheim  in  1825,  while  his 
mother  was  born  in  1828.  They  were  still  children  when  brought  by 
their  respective  families  to  the  Ignited  States.  Both  families  made  the 
journey  in  sailing  vessels,  starting  from  Bremen  and  landing  at  Balti- 
more. The  Smiths  and  the  Cooks  came  on  west  to  Erie  County,  and 
arrived  here  in  time  to  share  in  the  pioneer  development.  Grandfather 
John  Smith  died  in  Erie  County  when  quite  an  old  man,  and  the  same 
was  true   of  Grandfatlier  Henry   Cook.     Both   families  were   members 
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of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  in  politics  practically  all  in  the  successive 
generations  have  been  democrats.  John  Smith  and  Louisa  Cook  both 
grew  up  in  Erie  County,  and  after  their  marriage  started  out  with 
eighty-five  acres  of  wild  land  in  Vermilion  Township.  This  was  the 
.scene  of  their  continued  activities  for  many  years,  in  the  course  of  which 
their  land  was  transformed  into  a  fertile  and  productive  farm.  John 
Smith  died  on  that  farm  in  1899  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1912. 
They  were  Reformed  Chureli  people  and  he  a  democrat.  Of  their 
twelve  children,  three  died  young,  while  all  the  others  reached  maturity 
and  five  are  now  living  and  have  children  of  their  own. 

The  oldest  in  the  family,  Henry  W.  Smith,  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
old  farm,  and  liad  to  work  hard  even  when  a  schoolboy.  During  several 
terms  of  his  school  attendance  his  duties  required  that  he  haul  a  cord 
of  wood  to  Vermilion,  three  miles  away  from  his  home,  each  morning 
before  taking  his  books  and  walking  to  school,  and  the  same  task  had 
to  be  repeated  after  school  hours  in  the  evening. 

In  the  spring  of  1882,  a  few  weeks  before  removing  to  his  present 
farm,  Mr.  Smith  married  Eva  C.  Fischer.  She  was  born  in  Brownhelra 
Township  of  Lorain  County,  March  10,  1853,  but  when  she  was  still 
a  cliild  her  parents  removed  to  Erie  County  and  she  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Berlin  Township.  Iler  parents  were  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Iicilur )  l<'isclier,  both  natives  of  Germany,  and  coming  to  tliis  country 
whni  ,|iiiic  young,  with  their  respective  parents,  both  the  Fischers  and 
Rcilicrs  settling  in  Lorain  County.  Mrs.  Smith's  parents  were  farmers 
in  tliat  county  and  later  in  Berlin  Township,  where  her  father  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five.  Her  mother  is  still  living  in  the  township  and 
preserves  her  vigorous  mentality  and  physical  health,  though,  at  the 
vcn(n-ab]e  age  of  eighty-seven.  The  Fischers  were  likewise  active  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  Mr.  Fischer  was  a  democrat 
in  politics. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  took  up  the  work  of 
improvement  on  the  farm  which  has  been  mentioned,  and  where  they 
have  lived  steadily  and  prosperingly  for  upwards  of  thirty-five  years. 
All  tlieir  children  were  born  on  the  farm,  and  a  brief  record  of  this 
younger  generation  is  as  follows :  Alvina  is  now  the  wife  of  Pliilip 
Sprankal,  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Township,  and  they  have  a  daughter 
named  Eva  C.  Catherine,  the  second  child,  is  the  wife  oE  Arthur  J. 
Soult,  residing  in  Norwalk,  Huron  County,  and  they  have  a  daugliter 
Catherine.  Henry  W.,  Jr.,  now  twenty-four,  received  his  education, 
as  did  the  other  children,  in  tln'  iii'ailcd  schools,  and  is  now  associated 
with  his  brother  N'lholas  in  tin  (iwiin-sliip  and  management  of  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  Berlin  township,  and  are  both,  progressive  and 
enterprising  young  men,  still  unmarried.  Louisa  died  when  five  years 
and  six  months  old.  The  son  Nicholas,  next  in  age,  has  been  mentioned. 
Eva  C,  Marjorie  and  John  A.  are  still  young  and  living  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Smith  and  his  older  sons  are  democrats,  and  nearly  all 
members  of  the  family  are  active  in  Florence  Grange  No.  184-1  of  the 
Patrons  of  Hu.sbandrJ^ 

AYiLLiAM  G.  Fitch  and  his  father  before  him  were  native  sons  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  both  born  in  Sherman  Township,  Huron  County.  Lewis 
Fitch,  father  of  the  subject,  was  a  son  of  Jonathan  Fitch,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut  and  came  to  Huron  County  as  a  young  man,  settling 
there  in  1816  in  the  township  where  his  son  and  grandson  were  born. 
Up  built  a  log  cabin  in  the  heart  of  the  wilderness,  got  his  home  in  readi- 
ness for  his  bride,  returned  to  Connecticut  and  brought  back  his  young 
wife  to  their  new  home  in  the  West.  They  were  forty-five  days  making 
the  trip  with  a  team  and  wagon,  crossing  the  Allegheny  ^Mountains  and 
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stopping  wherevci-  niulit  (ivn'ldi.k  them.  The  trip  was  fraught  with  a 
good  many  infoii\ . ninic.  s.  Imi  ihcy  were  undaunted  by  any  of  them, 
and  brought  to  th.ir  w  iliiti'in  ■^s  hcmie  the  courage  and  independence  that 
dominated  the  early  life  of  our  country  and  made  possible  the  conditions 
that  exist  today.  In  1817  Jonathan  Fitch  .settled  permanently  in  Sher- 
man Township,  and  when  he  died  he  was  eighty-six  years  old  and  one  of 
the  best  loved  men  in  the  community.  Ilis  wife  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years,  and  they  reared  a  family  of  seven  children. 

Lewis  Fitch  was  reared  in  Sherman  Township,  and  there  he  married 
Jane  Wright.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  and  the  fatiier 
lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-six.  He  died  at  ]\Ionroeville,  Ohio,  where  he 
spent  his  last  years.  His  widow  still  survives  him  and  is  now  eighty- 
six  years  of  age. 

William  G.  Fitch  came  up  to  manhood  in  Sherman  Township,  Huron 
County,  and  had  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  In  1889,  when 
he  was  thirty-two  years  old,  he  married  Katie  Andrews,  who  was  horn 
in  England,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Andrews,  late  of  Groton 
Township.     Two  children  were  born  to  them :    Roy  J.  L.  and  Genevieve. 

Mr.  Fitch  settled  on  the  farm  which  is  now  the  family  home  in 
1895.  The  farm  contains  two  hundred  acres,  and  is  the  property  of 
Fitch  Brothers,  the  subject  being  one  of  the  owners.  It  is  a  prosperous 
placf  and  yields  a  nice  income  to  its  owners.  It  is  located  iiiost  advan- 
taeeiiiisly,  and  is  reckoned  to  be  one  of  the  best  farms  in   Krie  Cdunty. 

.All-,  l-'iiili  is  a  republican  and  a  man  of  much  pul>lie  spirit  and 
devotiiiii  t(i  ihe  wellare  of  the  community.  He  has  served  for  several 
years  en  the  l.ieal  si-IkioI  board,  and  while  he  was  a  resident  of  Sherman 
Townshii)  lie  ser\'e(l  lor  years  in  a  similar  capacity.  He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  election  board  of  Sherman  Township  for  some  years.  Ilis 
career  in  Groton  Township  has  been  most  creditable  to  him,  and  he 
richlj'  deserves  the  high  standing  he  enjoys  in  the  community. 

George  E.  Rhinemiller.  That  energy,  circumspection,  ambition  and 
progressiveness  have  been  the  dominating  forces  in  the  business  career 
of  this  representative  citizen  of  the  younger  generation  in  the  City  of 
Huron  needs  no  further  voucher  than  the  fact  that  he  has  aclueved 
pronounced  success  entirely  through  his  own  initiative  and  well-ordered 
endeavdts.  Ilis  .ivie  loyalty  and  enterprise  have  kept  pace  with  his  per- 
sonal advaiieeiiieiit,  and  to  him  is  due  the  credit  of  having  erected  one  of 
the  lini'sl  liiisiiiess  Imildings  in  the  tlirix'ing  little  City  of  Huron,  the  same 
being  used  for  his  adiiiirably  e(|nii)|>eil  autumobile  garage,  salesrooms  and 
repair  shop.  lie  lieuan  liis  luisiness  eaieer  with  virtually  but  nominal 
cajntalistic  resoui'ci's.  and  lias  had  lln'  jiidgment  to  discern  his  maximum 
potential  ill  liis  present  lield  of  enterprise,  in  which  he  has  built  up  a 
laru'e  and  snlistanlial  luisiness.  Further  interest  attaches  to  his  career 
by  I'eason  (if  his  lieiiiL;-  a  native  son  of  Erie  County  and  one  whose  loyalty 
has  caused  him  to  pay  to  the  same  his  nnw<i\'erine-  alleuianee  and  to  find 
here  ample  opportunity  for  productive  busine-^  aeii\iiies. 

In  1912  Mr.  Rhinemiller  erected,  on  Snntli  .Main  Stivl,  his  jire.sent 
fireproof  garage  building,  which  is  of  brick  and  steel  construction,  three 
stories  in  height,  50x80  feet  in  dimensions,  and  modern  in  all  equip- 
ments and  appointments,  the  front  portion  of  the  second  lioor  being 
ai-ranged  for  offici'  purposes.  The  general  garage  is  30x80  feet  in  dimen- 
sions and  the  repair  shop  has  the  best  of  mechanical  equipment  and 
all  necessary  accessories  customarily  found  in  a  first-cla.ss  department 
of  this  order.  .Mr.  b'liiiieiiiiller  has  the  agency  for  the  Oldsmobile,  the 
Chandler  and  ('lie\  rolet  moior  ears  and  the  Vim  light  delivery  cars,  and 
his  assigned  territoi'v  eoNcrs  both  Erie  and  Huron  counties,  throughout 
which  he  has  developed  a,  splendid  bnsincss  in  these  standard  vehicles. 
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The  general  facilities  of  the  Rhinemiller  garage  and  repair  shop  are 
not  excelled  by  any  establishment  of  the  kind  in  Ohio,  and  in  a  review  of 
this  natui-e  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  details  concerning  the  fine 
business  which  Mr.  Rliiin'iiiillii-  has  built  up  through  his  industry  and 
excellent  executive  ability.  As  distributing  agent  for  the  motor  vehicles 
named  he  employs  an  assistant  agent  at  Berlin  Heights  and  also  in  the 
City  of  Norwalk.  It  may  be  noted  that  his  repair  shop  is  equipped  with 
a  gasoline  motor  of  TVl'  horsepower,  the  same  providing  for  the  opera- 
tion of  the  lathe  and  drilling  machinery,  all  accessories  being  of  the 
most  modern  type. 

Mr.  Rhinemiller  established  his  initial  business  enterprise  in  1908, 
when,  with  a  capital  of  only  ^|^4fl,  be  engaged  in  the  implement  trade  at 
Huron.  Later  he  devdnpcd  a  siihstaiitial  sand  and  cement  trade,  and 
since  January,  1915,  he  has  ,m\(ii  his  cxrlusive  attention  to  the  automo- 
bile business,  of  which  he  has  hecome  one  of  the  most  successful  repre- 
sentatives in  this  section  of  tlie  state.  For  the  site  of  his  present  business 
building  he  purchased  an  entire  block  of  land,  with  a  frontage  of  sixty- 
six  feet  on  Main  Street  and  running  back  to  Williams  Street.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  modern  building  Mr.  Rhinemiller  has  recently  completed  the 
erection  of  his  attractive  and  modern  house  of  nine  rooms,  on  South 
Williams  Street,  and  he  is  known  and  honored  as  one  of  the  most  alert 
and  progressive  young  business  men  of  his  native  county  as  well  as  a 
citizen  whose  co-operation  is  always  assured  in  the  furtherance  of  meas- 
ures projected  for  the  general  good  of  the  community,  his  political  sup- 
port being  given  to  the  cause  of  the  republican  party. 

On  the  homestead  farm  of  his  father,  in  Huron  Township,  two  miles 
east  of  the  City  of  Huron,  Mr.  Rhineinillei-  was  horn  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1884,  and  in  addition  to  avaiiiiiL;-  liiiiiscIF  of  the  advantages  of 
the  public  schools  of  Huron  he  eoiii]ih'tcd  an  I'llcctiv.-  trclinical  course  of 
study  along  mechanical  lines  in  the  celehratetl  International  Correspond- 
ence School,  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  thus  fortifying  himself  in  a  prac- 
tical way  for  the  line  of  enterprise  in  which  he  is  now  engaged.  He  is  a 
son  of  Jolm  and  Margaret  Rhinemiller,  both  of  whom  were  born  and 
reared  in  Huron  Township,  where  the  respective  families  were  founded 
in  an  early  day,  the  old  homestead  that  was  the  place  of  his  birth  having 
been  still  the  abiding  place  of  John  Rhinemiller  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  his  active  identification  with  agricultural  pursuits  in  Erie  County 
having  continued  from  his  early  youth  until  he  was  called  from  the  stage 
of  bis  mortal  endeavors,  his  death  having  been  of  tragic  order.  While 
driving  to  his  home  he  was  killed  on  a  grade  crossing  of  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  a  crossing  that  he  had  passed  over  hundreds 
of  times.  He  was  struck  liy  the  engine  of  a  fast  train  and  his  death  was 
virtually  instaiitanrous,  lliis  sad  acri.lciit  having  occurred  on  tlie  lOtli  of 
January,  1912,  and  his  auc  at  th.'  tiiin'  (if  his  death  having  h.vii  sixty-seven 
years,  five  montlis  and  live  days.  He  was  a  man  of  the  highest  integrity, 
was  earnest,  sincere  and  loyal  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  he  com- 
manded impregnable  vantage-place  in  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all 
who  knew  him.  His  success  was  achieved  through  honest  industry  and 
in  addition  to  his  farming  opciatiims  he  became  specially  well  known 
through  his  operation  of  a  tliivshing  outfit,  in  which  he  kept  his  equip- 
ment up  to  the  best  standard  at  all  tunes  and  found  requisition  for  his 
services  throughout  a  wide  area  of  country  in  his  native  county.  His 
operations  in  this  line  covered  a  period  of  forty-four  consecutive  years. 
Mr.  Rhinemiller  was  a  republican  in  his  political  proclivities  and  held 
minor  township  offices.  His  devoted  and  bo'cavcd  wife  survived  him  by 
exactly  one  year  and  was  summoned  to  the  lilV  eternal  on  the  8th  of  Jan- 
uarv,  191;},  when  about  sixty  years  of  age,  both  she  and  her  husband  hav- 
ing" been  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.     John  Rhinemiller  was 
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twice  married  tin. I  is  sni\i\(Ml  liy  one  daughter  and  one  son  of  the  first 
and  three  sons  of  iIh'  m  ruinl  iii:ii-iiag-e. 

He  whose  name  iiiiiiatis  this  I'cview  is  popular  in  both  business  and 
sorial  circles  ill  Ills  iiaiiNc  cnunty,  and  in  a  fraternal  way  he  is  affiliated 
with  Alaiks  I.imIi^c  NO.  ::->'.\.  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Huron  ; 
witli  Alilaii  Chapter  Xu.  ]:!.'),  Royal  Arch  Masons;  and  with  Sandusky 
Council  No.  26,  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  in  the  City  of  Sandusky.  He 
attends  and  supijorts  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
uiember. 

In  Huron  Township  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Rhineniiller 
lo  Miss  Bertha  Jarratt,  who  was  here  born  and  reared,  and  who  is  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Isaac  Jarratt,  a  well-known  and  highly  honored 
citizen  of  i'lric  ('(iiintv.  Mrs.  Jarratt,  wliosc  maiden  name  was  Martlia 
Harris,  still  resides  in 'the  City  of  Huron.  Mr.  and  Airs.  IJIiiiieiniller  have 
one  son,  Edward  tienrge,  who  was  born  in  l!)()ll,  and  whose  juvenili'  alert- 
ness and  judgment  are  shown  in  the  fact  that  he  shows  exceptional  facil- 
ity in  the  personal  operation  of  automobiles,  though  he  is  but  six  years 
of  age. 

Edmund  AV.  Aveky.  A  lifelong  resident  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
of  Groton  Township  since  1872,  no  man  is  better  known  in  this  coin- 
nujuity,  nor  more  genuinely  esteemed,  than  Edmund  W.  Avery,  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  a  member  of  the  local  board  of  education.  Mr.  Avery 
was  born  in  Lyme  Township,  Huron  County,  on  September  13,  1857, 
and  is  a  son  of  Jaither  and  Susanna  (Ford)  Avery,  well-known  Huron 
County  people. 

Luther  Avery  was  liorn  in  Connecticut,  and  his  wife  was  of  English 
birth.  He  came  as  a  boy  with  his  parents  from  Connecticut  to  Ohio, 
and  the  family  settled  in  Lyme  Township,  being  among  the  pioneers 
to  that  comnuinity.  They  carae  in  the  early  thirties,  when  primitive 
conditions  were  at  their  height.  Lnther  .\\ery's  parents  were  of  Eng- 
lish birth  and  ancestry,  and  he  inherited  Iimui  them  the  strain  of  sturdy 
independence  that  made  them  successfnl  inoneers  in  a  new  land.  He 
gained  prominence  and  success  in  his  farming  activities  as  a  citizen  of 
Lyme,  in  Huron  County,  and  served  his  community  in  various  official 
capacities,  as  well  as  serving  as  a  director  from  Huron  County  on  the 
board  of  the  Ohio  Infirmary.  In  1872  he  moved  from  Huron  County 
to  Erie  County,  locating  in  Groton  Township,  and  the  farm  he  settled 
on  is  the  one  now  owned  by  Edmund  Avery  and  brother,  J.  0.  He 
died  there  in  1895,  and  his  wife  in  1870.  A  self-made  man  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  term,  he  won  and  deserved  the  high  regard  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  he  was  sincerely  mourned  in  Groton  Township  when  he 
died. 

Edmund  \V.  Avery  accompanied  the  family  to  Erie  County  in  1872 
and  settled  with  them  in  Groton  Township.  He  was  then  a  youth  of 
fifteen  years.  Under  his  father's  direction  he  grew  to  manhood  well 
instructed  in  agricultural  matters,  and  he  has  proved  himself  to  be 
a  practical  farmer.  He  stayed  on  the  home  fai'm  and  when  his  father 
passed  away  continued  there  in  its  operation.  Success  lias  followed 
efforts,  and' this  farm  is  one  of  the  productive  and  iivosi)erous  jilaces 
in  the  township. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Avery  has  been  a  leader  in  service  to  his  towns- 
people. He  was  a  trustee  of  Groton  for  some  years,  and  is  now,  and 
has  been  for  the  past  few  years,  a  member  of  the  board  of  education. 
Mis  schooling  was  secured  in  the  public  schools  of  Groton,  followed 
by  two  years  in  the  Western  Reserve  College,  then  located  at  Hudson, 
Ohio.     He  is  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

In  1897  Mr.  Averv  married  Nettie  C.  Niius,  who  was  born  in  (iroton 
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Township,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Nims,  well  known  in  that  com- 
munity, and  now  past  his  eightieth  birthday.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avery — Helen  R.,  Leland  F.  and  Myron  N.  The 
first  born  is  deceased. 

The  Avery  family  is  highly  regarded  in  the  town  and  county,  and 
have  a  host  of  friends  hereabouts. 

Alfred  Ford.  One  of  the  men  who  had  an  important  share  in  the 
life  and  activities  of  Groton  Township,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
was  the  late  Alfred  Ford,  whose  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Groton 
Township  December  25,  Christmas  Day,  of  1908.  Mr.  Ford  had-  spent 
many  years  in  other  states,  but  was  a  native  of  Erie  County,  and  both 
as  a  citizen  and  business  man  his  record  deserves  to  be  read  by  the 
people  who  knew  him  in  his  youth  and  in  his  later  years. 

A  native  of  Groton  Township  of  Erie  County,  he  Avas  a  son  of 
Edward  and  Sarah  L.  (Sprague)  Ford,  and  a  brother  of  Andrew  Ford, 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Groton  Township,  under  whose  name  will  be 
found  more  extended  information  concerning  the  family. 

The  youth  of  Alfred  Ford  was  spent  on  his  father's  farm  in  Groton 
Township  and  he  depended  upon  the  local  schools  for  his  early  training. 
He  was  a  reader  from  youth  up  and  always  aimed  to  keep  himself  well 
informed  on  general  topics  and  was  a  practical  and  intelligent  business 
mail  and  citizen.  His  record  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  began  with 
his  enlistment  in  1862  in  Company  G  of  the  One  Hundred  and  First 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  he  remained  a  soldier  of  the  Union  nearly 
three  years.  He  M^as  in  many  of  the  arduous  campaigns  of  the  western 
armies,  fighting  in  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  other  states,  and  among  other 
battles  in  which  he  participated  was  that  of  Chickamauga.  He  was 
twice  wounded  during  his  service  and  spent  about  eighteen  months  in 
a  liospital  in  Tennessee.  After  his  honorable  discharge  at  the  close  of 
the  war  he  returned  to  Erie  County  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Elizalicth  Ramsdell.     She  died  less  than  a  year  after  their  marriage. 

From  Erie  County  Mr.  Ford  went  w-est,  spending  several  years  in 
Colorado,  was  also  a  resident  of  Dakota  Territory  and  for  a  short  time 
lived  in  the  Territory  of  Washington,  and  finally  went  to  Humboldt 
County,  California,  which  was  his  home  for  sixteen  years.  While  there 
he  was  engaged  in  the  live-stock  industry,  and  was  one  of  the  leading 
stockmen  of  that  western  state. 

In  1900  Mr.  Ford  returned  to  Erie  County  and  lived  quietly  retired 
at  his  home  in  Groton  Township  until  his  death,  which  orcnnvd  .■iliout 
eight  years  later.  For  a  brief  time  he  had  also  lived  in  Mahiiska  <  Ounty, 
Iowa,  and  while  there  he  was  married  November  24,  IStio,  to  ilrs. 
]\Iartha  E.  Bailey,  widow  of  William  Bailey  of  Mahaska  County.  Mrs. 
Ford  is  now  living  at  the  old  home  in  Grotorj  Township.  By  her  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Ford  she  became  the  mother  of  three  children :  Edward  N., 
of  Castalia;  Lois  E.,  wife  of  Wilson  Shannon,  of  Fremont,  Ohio;  and 
Fred  A.,  of  Groton  Township.  Mrs.  Ford  has  two  daughters  by  her 
first  marriage,  namely:  Cora  E.,  widow  of  Albert  Harmon,  a  late  resi- 
dent of  Groton  Township ;  and  Beulah  E.,  who  is  a  trained  nurse,  now 
living  at  Fremont,  Ohio. 

In  his  political  actions  Alfred  Ford  was  also  identified  with 
the  republican  party.  Public  spirit  was  a  prominent  characteristic, 
and  he  showed  himself  a  friend  of  all  public  improvements,  and  particu- 
larly of  public  schools.  The  Ford  home  in  Groton  Township  is  an 
attractive  farm  of  seventy-six  acres,  and  Mrs.  Ford  lives  there  in  com- 
fort and  surrounded  by  the  many  friends  of  herself  and  her  late  hus- 
band. She  was  reared  in  Iowa,  where  she  attended  the  public  schools 
at  Bacon  and  was  also  a  student  in  Penn  College  at  Oskaloosa.     During 
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her  early  womanhood  she  taught  seheol  for  several  months  before  her 
first  marriage.  Both  her  daughters  by  her  marriage  to  William  Bailey 
have  also  been  school  teachei's  in  Grotou  Township. 

Andrew  Ford.  Under  the  rapidly  changing  conditions  of  American 
life  it  seldom  happens  that  a  man  spends  practically  an  entire  lifetime  in 
the  same  locality  where  he  was  born.  Such  has  been  the  case  of  Andrew 
Ford,  an  honored  resident  of  Groton  Township,  who  now  occupies  the 
homestead  which  was  his  birthplace  and  the  scene  of  all  his  early 
associations.  Mr.  Ford  is  now  practically  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  well-spent  earlier  years,  and  has  always  stood  as  a  progressive,  ener- 
getic and  thoroughly  competent  agriculturist,  while  his  record  in  all 
the  varied  relations  of  his  busy  life  has  been  such  as  to  reflect  credit 
upon  him  and  all  connected  with  him. 

Born  Decemljer  16,  1839,  he  represents  some  of  the  earliest  settlers 
in  this  section  of  Northern  Ohio.  His  parents  were  Edward  and  Sarah 
L.  (Sprague)  Ford,  the  former  a  native  of  Conneaut,  Ohio,  and  the  latter 
of  Sandusky  County.  Edward  Ford  was  a  son  of  Christopher  Ford, 
who  came  out  and  made  settlement  at  Conneaut,  Ohio,  early  in  the  nine- 
teenth century.  Edward  Ford  grew  to  manhood  in  the  vicinity  of 
Conneaut  and  then  removed  to  Erie  County,  settling  in  Groton  Town- 
ship, where  with  his  brother  Andrew  he  took  up  a  tract  of  raw  land 
and  developed  it  into  a  good  farm,  his  brother  Andrew  remaining  in 
the  township  only  a  short  time  and  then  returning  to  the  vicinity  of 
Conneaut.  Edward  Ford  died  on  the  old  farm  when  his  son  Andrew  was 
five  years  old. 

The  latter  spent  his  early  life  in  Groton  Township,  gained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  such  as  existed  in  the  '40s  and  '50s,  and  agriculture 
has  been  his  mainstay  as  a  vocation  for  more  than  half  a  century.  In 
that  time  he  has  witnessed  many  changes  in  methods  of  planting,  tend- 
ing and  harvesting  crops,  and  the  changes  on  his  home  farm  are  only 
echoes  of  the  remarkable  transformation  made  in  practically  every 
department  of  life  during  the  last  century.  Mr.  Ford  also  has  a  military 
record,  having  enlisted  in  April,  1864.  in  Company  G  of  the  State  Home 
Guard,  and  was  sent  to  Arlington  Heights,  Virginia,  where  he  per- 
formed guard  duty  around  the  City  of  Washington.  He  remained  in 
the  service  nearly  four  months,  and  then  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge and  returned  home. 

The  Ford  estate  in  Groton  Township  comprises  176  acres,  all  of  it 
well  improved  and  devoted  to  general  agriculture,  and  Mr.  Ford's  home- 
stead, a  part  of  the  place  on  which  he  was  born,  comprises  eighty  acres. 
He  is  a  republican  politically  and  has  always  shown  a  commendable 
public  spirit  in  helping  forward  every  enterprise  for  the  local  benefit. 
Mr.  Ford  is  a  bachelor,  and  has  a  great  host  of  friends  in  the  community 
where  he  has  been  known  since  childhood. 

Horace  Valentine  Ramsdell.  A  life  that  was  significant  of  sturdy 
character,  upright  manhood,  long-continued  industry,  patriotic  service 
during  the  period  which  insured  the  integrity  of  the  Uiiion,  and  lasting 
esteem  from  family,  friends  and  neighbors,  was  that  lived  by  tiic  late 
Horace  Valentine  Ramsdell  in  Oxford  Township. 

Born  at  the  pioneer  Ramsdell  home  at  Blooiuingvillo,  June  2:!,  1842, 
he  lived  in  that  one  community  nearly  all  his  life,  except  when  away 
during  the  war,  and  died  in  the  fullness  of  years  January  17,  1914, 
aged  sevenly-diie  years,  six  months  and  twenty-five  days.  Tie  was  one 
of  the  twelve  clulilren  of  Horace  and  Sarah  Ramsdell.  The  Ramsdells 
came  ori'.'iniillv  lixmi  England,  lived  through  a  generation  or  more 
in  New  England,   while  Horace-  Ramsdell   was  a   native  of   New  York 
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State  and  in  the  early  days  of  Erie  ('ouiit\-  caiiu-  into  Oxford  Township 
and  cleared  off  the  woods  from  the  laiiil  wliii-li  he  and  his  son  Horace 
and  his  grandson  George  have  successfully  cultivated.  Of  the  children 
of  Horace  and  Sarah  Ranisdell,  only  seven  reached  years  of  maturity, 
and  Horace  V.  was  the  last  but  two,  being  survived  by  a  brother,  James 
H.,  of  Newton  Falls,  Ohio,  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Lydia  J.  Paxton,  of 
Eugene,  Oregon. 

The  late  Horace  V.  Ramsdell  grew  up  in  a  community  where  his 
school  advantages  were  confined  to  those  afforded  by  a  select  school 
taught  in  the  family  home  at  brief  intervals.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  though  but  nineteen,  he  offered  his  services  to  the  Union  army, 
entering  Company  G  of  the  One  Hundred  and  First  Regiment  of  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  enlisted  at  Castalia,  and  his  coinpany  was  mus- 
tered into  service  at  ilonroeville  August  1,  1861.  iiihI(  i'  Cnptain  ]\Iesser 
and  Lieut.  John  Fleining.  This  company  and  rejiiinciit  wint  into  the 
Army  of  the  Cuiuliciland,  and  from  Monroeville  the  company  was  sent 
to  Covingtdii.  KciiliH-ky,  where  that  division  of  the  Union  troops  were 
severely  jircssin^-  (nncral  Bragg  and  slowly  forcing  his  retreat  south- 
ward across  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  In  this  campaign  Mr.  Ramsdell 
participated  in  the  liattles  of  Perryville,  Crab  Orchard  and  the  engage- 
ments around  Nashville.  He  was  shot  twice  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
otherwise  known  as  Murfreesboro,  December  31,  1861,  during  the  first 
day  of  that  bloody  engagement.  The  remainder  of  that  day,  the  night 
following,  all  during  New  Year's  Day  and  through  the  next  night  he 
lay  upon  the  field  with  a  hole  entirely  through  his  body  big  enough  for 
a  good-sized  handkerchief  to  be  drawn  through  it,  and  with  the  bullet 
from  the  other  shot  lodged  in  his  hip.  The  fight  raged  over  the  bodies 
of  the  dead  and  wounded,  the  artillery  passing  and  repassing  over  these 
bodies  just  as  they  lay  on  the  field  of  carnage.  When  the  ambulance 
department  gathered  him  up  and  turned  him  over  to  the  army  surgeons 
at  the  hospital  at  Nashville  it  was  believed  that  his  wounds  were  mortal, 
and  he  was  sent  on  to  Louisville  to  be  taken  to  Covington.  When  pre- 
sented to  the  steamboat  officials  for  transportation  up  the  Ohio,  they 
refused  to  receive  him  unless  a  coffin  also  be  provided  and  placed  aboard, 
so  near  was  he  to  death's  door.  On  the  way  another  num  died  and 
the  coffin  intended  for  him  was  used  as  a  receptacle  for  that  man's 
body.  To  Covington  his  mother  and  his  brother  went  to  bring  him 
home,  but  it  was  only  after  two  months  of  patient  nursing  by  his 
mother  that  he  was  sufficiently  restored  to  strength  to  stand  the  home- 
ward trip.  His  discharge  from  the  army  bears  the  date  of  March  17, 
1862. 

After  having  thus  nearly  sacrificed  his  life  for  his  country  he  spent 
a  year  in  recovering'  his  health  and  strcnji-th.  His  next  experience  came 
wiieu  he  and  his  bnithcr  .hnii.s  w.iv  callcil  upon  to  go  to  Portland,  Ore- 
gon, to  bring  home  thcii-  oMcr  liniHicr.  .liihn,  who  had  gone  west  sixteen 
years  before  as  a  '4!)ci'  ami  \\Ih)  was  n'itically  ill.  There  being  no  trans- 
continental railway-  lilies.  tli('>'  wi'iit  in  .X^w  York  and  took  a  steamship 
for  Nicaragua,  crdssiiig  ('ciitral  Anici'ica  via  the  old  proposed  Nica- 
rauguan  Canal  route,  thence  up  the  Pacific  Coast  They  brought  their 
sick  brother  home  nearly  over  the  same  route,  except  that  they  returned 
by  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 

Following  this,  Horace  V.  Ramsdell  took  charge  of  the  old  homestead 
in  Oxford  Township,  and  from  that  day  he  was  the  head  and  mainstay 
of  the  family.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  from  that  time  until  his 
death,  with  two  brief  interruptions.  For  a  short  time  he  was  engaged 
in  the  fishing  business  on  the  lakes.  In  this  he  was  successful,  but  soon 
gave  it  up  and  returned  to  the  farm.  During  the  early  '70s  he  went 
out  to  the  Black  Hills  district  following  the  mining  excitement  in  that 
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spction  of  the  Xortlnvest,  but  did  not  remain  long.  Throughout  his  life 
the  eenter  of  his  interests  was  the  old  homestead,  where  he  and  his 
good  wife  dispensed  that  hospitality  for  which  they  were  so  well  known 
throughout  their  large  circle  of  friends.  At  his  death  he  left  an  estate 
of  187  acres,  comprising  an  excellent  home  and  fann  lands  that  had  been 
brought  to  the  highest  state  of  intensive  cultivation.  In  politics  he  was 
a  republican,  and  the  only  orgaiiizntioii  with  which  he  affiliated  was  the 
Sam  Edwards  Post  of  tlie  Gnind  Army  of  the  Republic  at  Sand  Hill, 
which  he  served  atone  time  as  ccMnniiUKlfr,  though  circumstances  pre- 
vented his  regular  attendance  at  its  iiieelings  in  later  years.  His  funeral 
was  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  this  post. 

To  the  man  and  his  character  a  happy  tribute  was  paid  editorially 
by  the  Sandusky  Register:  "He  was  a  man  of  warm-hearted  impulses 
and  of  splendid  generosity.  In  this  community  he  was  ever  to  be  de- 
pended upon  as  one  of  the  first  to  respond  where  his  services  were  needed 
during  illness,  accident  or  at  death.  Mr.  Ramsdell  was  pre-eminently 
a  home  man,  devoted  to  his  family  and  his  grandchildren  and  affection- 
ately fond  of  the  scenes  and  places  hereabouts  where  he  spent  his  life. 
It  was  here  on  this  farm  that  for  almost  fifty  years  he  devoted  the 
best  energies  of  his  life,  in  season  and  out,  sowing  and  reaping  and  gar- 
nering until  the  great  'Reaper  whose  name  is  Death'  issued  the  final 
summons  to  cease  his  labors  and  i-est  forevermore. " 

Mr.  Ramsdell  was  survived  by  his  widow,  one  son,  two  daughters, 
and  seven  grandchildren.  On  December  24,  1876,  he  married  Alma 
Louise  Bardwell.  She  wns  bnrii  in  Groton  Township  of  Erie  County 
September  4,  1847,  a  (hiii'jlitci-  i.f  Seth  and  Louise  (White)  Bardwell. 
Her  parents  w-ere  natives  nf  ihitlicld,  Massachusetts,  and  the  Banlwdl 
family  is  widely  known  in  Erie  County,  and  further  information  con- 
rerning  its  members  can  be  found  on  other  pages  of  this  work.  Mrs. 
Kamsilell  was  reared  in  Groton  Township  and  lived  there  until  her  mai-- 
riage  to  Mr.  Ramsdell.  She  is  a  worker  in  the  Universalist  Church.  She 
and  Mr.  Ramsdell  became  the  parents  of  four  children :  S.  Louise,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  H.  M.  Linn,  of  Cleveland,  Tennessee ;  George  B.,  at 
Bloomingville ;  Gertrude,  wife  of  Ralph  T.  Wolfram,  of  Bellevue,  Ohio ; 
and  Wade  Owen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

George  B.  Ramsdell,  the  only  son  of  Horace  V.  Ramsdell,  is  a  young 
and  iu(iuivssi\o  fariiier  and  now  looking  after  the  active  management 
(if  the  old  i;:iiiis(I.H  fjirm  at  Bloomingville.  He  was  born  there  Api'il  14. 
IS.so,  and  was  ithirati'd  in  the  public  schools  of  Bloomingville  and  high 
school  at  Milan,  took  a  course  in  the  Sandusky  Business  College,  and  for 
a  time  was  a  student  in  Buchtel  College  at  Akron,  Ohio.  He  married 
Miss  Elsie  Prout,  who  was  born  at  Bloomingville,  a  daughter  of  Albert 
H.  Prout,  who  is  now  living  in  Cleveland.  Albert  Prout  was  a  son  of 
Andrew  Prout,  who  came  as  an  early  settler  into  Oxford  Township  and 
settled  in  the  locality  which  subseciuently  was  named  in  his  honor  as 
Prout  Station,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  postmaster  of  that  village. 
jMr.  George  B.  Ramsdell  and  wife  have  two  children:  Maurice  and 
Helen.  He  is  an  active  republican  and  for  five  years  served  as  clerk  of 
Oxford  Township. 

Anton  Kob.  A  little  more  than  thirty  years  ago  a  young  (icrmaii 
came  to  this  country,  poor,  almost  friendles.s,  and  with  only  the  willing 
lalior  of  his  hands  to  recommend  him  for  future  advancement.  That 
he  has  made  most  excellent  use  of  his  opportunities  finds  illustration  of 
the  fact  that  Anton  Kob  is  now  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Perkins 
townsliip  and  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
all  of  it  valuable  land,  and  under  his  management  producing  abundantly 
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of  the  general  crops.  He  has  lived  there  since  1900  and  has  all  the  cir- 
cumstances and  conditions  of  a  successful  citizen. 

Born  in  Wuertemberg,  Germany,  January  9,  1862,  Anton  Kob  is  a 
sou  of  Fidel  and  Theresa  (Sonnermoser)  Kob.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  Germany,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  Kob  was  reared  in  his 
native  kingdom  and  lived  there  until  his  twentieth  year.  He  then 
crossed  the  channel  to  England,  and  at  London  took  passage  on  a  steamer 
which  about  fourteen  days  later  lauded  him  in  New  York  City.  For 
many  years  he  combined  industry  with  thrift,  and  finally  realized  enough 
capital  to  make  his  start  as  an  individual  farmer,  and  from  farming  has 
gained  his  chief  success  in  the  business  world. 

On  January  16,  1886,  Mr.  Kob  married  Mary  Feideu,  who  was  born 
in  Perkins  township  of  Erie  ('(niiity,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Angeline 
(Neuman)  Feiden.  Hci'  p.-iiciits  were  natives  of  Germany,  came  to 
America  and  lived  in  I'l'ikiiis  tdwnsliip  a  time,  subsequently  in  Huron 
township,  and  .spent  their  last  years  in  the  latter  locality.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kob  have  two  sons :  John  A.  and  Anton  P.  Mr.  Kob  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church  at  Sandusky,  and  in  politics  he 
is  democrat  with  independent  proclivities.  His  neighbors  speak  highly 
of  him  both  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  man  who  has  prospered  not  from  good 
fortune  or  inheritance  but  by  depending  upon  his  own  powers  and 
faculties. 

WiLLi.vM  D.  Taylor.  With  the  lengthening  perspective  of  years, 
more  and  more  honor  is  paid  to  the  old  soldiers  who  fought  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the  '60s.  One  of 
these  veterans  still  surviving  and  honored  for  that  service  and  his  long 
local  activity  as  a  citizen  in  Knr  ('(.iiiity  is  William  D.  Taylor,  who 
now  lives  retired  on  his  conifoitMMc  hnmcstead  in  Perkins  Town.ship,  on 
Rural  Delivery  Route  No.  1  out  of  Sainlusky. 

William  D.  Taylor  is  a  natiw  <,r  I'.i'kiiis  township,  and  his  family 
has  been  identified  with  Erie  ('(niiits-  loi'  about  u  (•ciitury.  lie  was  born 
September  19,  1839,  a  son  of  Khu'v  and  .Mary  A.  (  Hunt)  Taylor.  Both 
parents  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  Elory  Taylor  was  brought  to  Erie 
County  when  .seven  years  of  age  by  his  father,  Jesse  Taylor,  and  wife 
Julia  Taylor,  who  were  also  natives  of  Connecticut.  Jesse  Taylor  was 
one  of  the  vigorous  pioneers  in  Erie  County,  and  made  himself  a  home 
in  the  woods  when  the  population  was  sprinkled  about  among  a  few  set- 
tlements chiefly  along  the  lake  shore.  Elory  Taylor  grew  up  amid 
pioneer  surroundings,  and  was  a  nonagenarian  when  he  died.  In 
politics  he  was  identified  with  the  republican  party. 

William  D.  Taylor  spent  his  early  life  on  the  farm,  acquired  an  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  was  beginning  to  perform  his  inde- 
pendent responsibilities  as  a  man  when  the  war  broke  out.  On  August 
2.3,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B  of  the  101st  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, and  was  in  active  service  for  three  years,  beginning  as  a  private  and 
coming  out  of  the  war  as  a  sergeant.  He  was  in  the  forces  commanded 
successively  by  Roseerans,  Thomas  and  Sherman,  and  fought  in  many 
battles,  including  among  the  more  notable  those  at  Peri'yville.  Stoue 
River,  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  siege,  and  was  then  sent  back  with 
the  troops  who  pursued  General  Hood  tlirough  Tennessee  ami  partici- 
pated at  Franklin  and  Xasbvill,.  in  tlir  fall  of  1864. 

After  his  hoiKnalilc  .li^i-liariiv  as  a  liiion  soldier  Mr.  Taylor  returned 
home  to  Perkins  township,  a]i(l  has  lived  in  that  community  ever  since. 
He  owns  a  well  kept  farm  of  forty-eight  acres,  located  at  the  Perkins 
Church.  On  August  23,  1863,  Mr.  Taylor  married  Sarah  E.  Rogers,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  state.  Of  their  three  children  two  are  living. 
Alice  A.,  lives  at  home  with  her  parents  in  Perkins  township ;  Gertrude 
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E.,  was  formerly  engaged  in  teaching  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  her  work  as  teacher  having  been  done  in  Sandusky.  The  daughter 
Hattie  P.,  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  republican  in  polities, 
having  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1860  and  has  been  as 
public  spirited  in  home  affairs  as  he  was  in  his  duty  as  a  soldier  during 
the  war.  Pie  is  a  member  and  an  elder  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Perkins. 

Frank  A.  Haley.  Nearly  all  his  life  Frank  A.  Haley  has  been  a 
resident  of  Brie  County.  His  has  been  an  active  and  prosperous  career, 
whether  as  a  farmer,  business  man  or  public  official,  and  his  name  is 
known  and  esteemed  not  only  in  his  home  Village  of  Huron  but  over  the 
county  at  large.  He  began  life  dependent  upon  his  owu  resnurcrs.  jiiul 
had  to  swim  against  the  current  of  circumstances  for  a  good  iii;iii\  .\  r:iis. 
He  is  now  well  established  so  far  as  business  and  material  i-inuiiisiinurs 
are  c-dnrri'iu  d.  liris  ,in  lionorahle  record  in  all  his  relations,  and  stdl  takes 
a  piiMif-spiiitrd  sli.iiv  ill  the  social  and  civic  life  of  his  community. 

:\li'.  Halt  y  .•(lllll^s  (if  Swiss  ancestry.  His  Grandfather  Haley  was  born 
in  Canton  Basel,  Switzerland,  grew  up  there,  married,  and  while  living 
in  the  Swiss  country  the  first  child  was  born,  George  J.,  on  December 
14,  1815.  When  this  boy  was  fourteen  months  of  age  the  family  left 
their  native  canton  in  1817  and  came  across  the  ocean  on  one  of  the  old- 
fashioned  sailing  vessels  that  then  provided  the  only  means  of  transpor- 
tation. After  a  voyage  of  six  weeks  they  landed  in  New  York,  and  by 
the  slow  and  tedious  iiic:iiis  of  that  period  gradually  worked  tlieir  way 
west  as  far  as  Kaii'li.'M  ('(niiily,  Ohio.  Thus  the  family  became  i.lemilied 
with  this  stale  alnidst  a  eeiitiiry  ago.  The  grandfather  biealiil  in  llie 
mid.st  of  the  weoiN.  eiit  lint  a  i)laee  for  liis  rude  loij  cabin,  wliieli  lia.l  no 
door,  ablanl<et  liein- Inin- over  1  he  (ipeninu-.  Sevei-a!  limes  «nh,s  peeked 
their  heads  llir.muii  lliis  ini|irovisr,|  door  and  fnehtened  liie  el,il,livn  <if 
the  household,  a  terror  that  tlid  not  lapse  as  long  as  thes<^  aiiiiuals  kept 
up  their  howling  in  the  woods  near  by.  Time  and  hard  labor  brought 
about  many  changes.  The  land  was  gradually  cleared  and  planted  in 
corn  and  garden  crops,  and  according  to  the  standards  of  that  time  the 
family  were  in  a  fair  way  to  prosperity.  This  original  home  was  not 
far  from  North  Baltimore,  Ohio.  Subsequently  they  removed  to  another 
section  in  the  black  swamp  region  in  Hardin  County,  and  in  that  locality 
the  grandparents  died,  the  grandfather  when  about  sixty  and  the  grand- 
mother a  number  of  years  later.  They  were  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  the  grandfather  was  a  republican  and  a  man  of  .sterling 
citizenship  and  true  worth.  Among  their  children  may  be  mentioned  the 
following:  George  John,  Jacob,  Sebastian,  Margaret  and  Elizabeth,  all 
except  the  first  born  in  Oiiio,  where  they  all  er,.\v  np  and  had  families 
of  their  own. 

George  J.  Haley  was  still  a  lioy  wiieii  tlie  family  removed  to  Hardin 
County,  and  he  ea'me  of  aue  on  a  farm.  He  married  at  Kenton,  Ohio, 
Rachel  Gary,  who  was  piclialily  born  in  Hardin  County  and  was  of  Irish 
stock.  After  maniaue  C.niiiv  J.  Haley  and  wife  took  up  the  responsi- 
bilities of  married  life  as  larmers,  and  some  of  their  children  were  born 
while  they  lived  in  the  country  district  around  Kenton.  Subsequently 
they  removed  to  Marion,  Ohio,  and  while  there  the  three  youngest  of 
their  ten  children  were  born,  including  Frank  A,  All  these  children  grew 
up  and  married,  and  three  sons  and  two  daughters  are  still  living.  In 
1864  the  family  came  to  Huron  Township  in  Erie  County,  and  bought 
a  farm  which  for  thirty  years  was  the  home  of  these  worthy  parents. 
They  then  removed  to  Huron  Village.  When  quite  a  young  juan  George 
J.  Haley  became  much  interested  in  the  German  Evangelical  Church,  in 
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which  he  worked  as  a  member,  and  somewhat  later  was  ordained  as  a 
minister.  It  was  his  duties  as  a  minister  that  brought  him  to  Erie  County 
in  order  to  preach  the  gospel  on  the  lake  circuit.  He  was  kept  active  in 
his  church  work  as  a  preacher  and  presiding  elder  in  this  circuit  for 
many  years,  and  at  some  time  or  other  had  charge  of  all  the  churches  in 
the  circuit,  including  that  at  Huron.  His  last  appointment  was  at 
Birmingham  in  Erie  County.  His  death  occurred  at  Huron,  February 
27,  1888.  While  never  active  in  politics,  he  was  a  strong  republican,  and 
was  especially  loved  in  church  circles,  and  though  providing  for  his  fam- 
ily through  the  business  of  farming,  gave  all  that  he  could  to  his  respon- 
sibilities as  a  minister.  His  wife  survived  him,  subsequently  passing 
some  years  in  the  home  of  her  son,  Frank  A.,  at  Huron,  aud  died  there 
November  26,  1897.    She  was  born  in  1817. 

Prank  A.  Haley  was  born  at  Marion,  Ohio,  January  10,  1861,  was 
j'eared  on  a  farm,  and  had  tlie  advantages  of  local  schools.  At  eighteen 
he  was  offered  his  choicr  of  a  tliree-year  course  in  higher  school  or  the 
sum  of  $200  when  he  shdiild  conic  of  age.  He  wisely  accepted  the  school- 
ing, and  entered  the  Noi-thwcstcin  C'ollege  at  Naperville,  Illinois,  at  which 
his  father  had  purchased  a  scholarship.  He  continued  his  studies  for  two 
years  in  that  school  and  then  took  up  work  as  a  teacher,  a  vocation  he 
followed  several  years.  Later  he  returned  to  the  home  farm  in  Erie 
County,  managed  its  auiicultiiral  activities  for  several  years,  and  tinally 
bought  part  of  the  homestead,  and  as  its  independent  owner  entered  with 
much  vigor  and  charactciisi  ic  cmigy  upon  its  improvement.  He  erected 
good  l)iiildiiius,  and  still  owns  the  farm  of  fifty-six  acres,  which  is  one  of 
the  Kest  small  farms  in  Huron  Township.  In  January,  1913,  Mr.  Haley 
piir<-liascil  I  lie  insurance  business  of  the  late  W.  R.  Tyler.  He  now  has 
the  agency  of  sixteen  nvniTal  insurance  comiKUiies,  and  offers  the  services 
of  these  companies  to  a  iai-ev  patronaev.  He  also  has  the  local  agency 
for  the  Massaehus.'tis  .Miitnal  Lile  Insurance  Company.  In  .March,  1913, 
he  was  appointed  notary  public  and  on  October  8.  1914,  was  appointed 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  thus  busied  with  his  work  in  the  insurance 
office  and  also  in  the  handling  of  the  affairs  connected  with  these  offices. 
He  has  also  served  as  township  trustee  and  as  a  member  of  both  the 
.school  and  village  boards  at  Huron,  and  in  1910  was  census  enumerator 
in  his  township. 

Politically  Mr.  Haley  is  a  strong  republican,  and  fraternally  has  been 
especially  interested  in  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  has  filled  all 
the  chairs  in  Lake  View  Tent  No.  44  at  Huron,  and  has  been  record 
keeper  since  1900.  lie  and  his  family  are  active  in  the  Evangelical 
Church,  and  he  is  one  of  its  trustees. 

Mr.  Haley  married  Anna  H.  Kuhl,  who  was  born  in  Huron  Township 
fifty-one  years  ago  and  was  i-eared  and  educated  in  this  vicinity.  Her 
parents  were  Peter  and  Philipina  (Meyers)  Kuhl,  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many, but  coming  to  America  when  young  and  marrying  in  Erie  County. 
Her  father  became  a  substantial  farmer  aud  spent  his  life  on  a  farm  in 
Hu'ron  Township,  where  he  died  when  past  sixty,  survived  by  his  wife  to 
the  age  of  seventy-five.  Both  were  members  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  and  in  polities  he  was  a  republican.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Haley  are  mentioned  as  follows :  Lottie,  who  was  graduated  from 
the  Huron  High  School  in  1904,  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Toomey,  of 
Erie  County,  aiid  they  have  a  son,  Rohci-t  Stanley  ;  William  G.,  graduated 
from  the  high  school  in  1904,  is  now  assistant  ticket  agent  for  the  Monon 
Railway  at  Hammond.  Indiana,  and  liy  his  mai'i-iage  to  Flossie  McCor- 
mick  of  Erie  County  has  one  son,  Donald  William ;  Ella,  who  has  com- 
pleted the  high  school  course,  is  living  at  home ;  Dorothy  Rachel  is  now 
in  the  seventh  grade  of  the  public  schools. 
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John  C.  Steinen.  The  model  farm  home  of  Mr.  Steinen  is  most 
eligibly  situated  in  Perkins  township  and  on  tlie  continuation  of  Colum- 
bus avenue  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  the  farm  being  practically  in  the 
direct  suburban  district  of  the  county  metropolis  and  judicial  center. 
A  house  of  modern  architectural  design  and  appointments  of  the  most 
approved  order  is  the  abiding  place  of  Mr.  Steinen  and  his  family,  and 
the  well  kept  grounds  about  the  residence,  with  fine  trees,  shrubbery  and 
flowers,  make  the  place  one  of  the  most  attractive  of  the  many  beautiful 
homes  of  Erie  County,  even  as  the  home  is  widely  known  for  its  hospi- 
tality. Mr.  Steinen  is  a  representative  of  a  highly  honored  pioneer 
family  of  Erie  County,  has  maintained  his  home  in  this  county  from  the 
time  of  his  l)irth  and  his  entire  active  career  has  been  one  of  close  and 
successful  identification  with  the  great  basic  industry  of  agriculture, 
and  his  well  improved  farm,  devoted  to  diversified  agriculture  and  the 
raising  of  fruits,  comprises  sc\i'iity-five  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  is  to 
be  found  in  this  favoi-cd  siiiimi  dl  I  he  state.  In  all  things  Mr.  Steinen 
may  well  feel  that  his  "lines  ai-e  cast  in  pleasant  places,"  and  he  enjoys 
the  generous  prosperity  tluit  is  the  just  reward  for  years  of  earnest  toil 
and  endeavor. 

John  C.  Steinen  was  born  in  Huron  Township,  this  county,  on  the 
31st  of  January,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Geiirude  i  Hacker  i 
Steinen,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Joseph  Steinen  was  Imin  in 
the  Rhine  Province  of  Germany,  whei-e  he  was  reai-ed  and  educated, 
and  as  a  young  man  he  came  to  the  United  States,  where  he  felt  assured 
of  better  opportunities  of  achieving  independence  and  success  thrnui>li 
individual  ell'ort.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  America  he  came  to  Ohio 
and  settled  in  Erie  County.  He  finally  purchased  a  tract  of  heavily 
timbered  land  in  Huron  Township,  where  his  original  domicile  was  a 
log  cabin  of  the  type  common  to  the  pioneer  days,  and  as  one  of  the 
early  settlers  and  industrious  and  ambitious  farmers  of  Huron  Town- 
ship he  contributed  his  quota  to  the  development  and  progress  of  that 
section  of  the  county.  After  living  many  years  on  his  old  homestead, 
which  he  had  developed  into  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  the  county,  he 
removed  to  the  village  of  Bogart,  where  he  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1912.  He  was  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  citizens  of 
Erie  County  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  survived  his  devoted  wife  by 
a  number  of  years.  Of  their  children  five  are  now  living.  Christina 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Dildine,  of  Huron  Township;  John  C,  of  this 
review,  was  the  next  in  respective  ordej-  of  birth ;  Annie  is  the  wife  of 
William  Lundy,  and  they  reside  in  the  City  of  Sandusky;  Barbara  is 
the  wife  of  Daniel  Sinnnons,  of  Huron  Township;  and  David  Ji.  is  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Huron  Township. 

On  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Huron  Townshiji  John  C.  Steinen 
was  reared  to  years  of  maturity  and  he  early  began  to  assist  in  tiie  work 
of  the  farm,  the  while  he  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  ])ublic 
schools  of  the  locality  and  availed  himself  of  the  same  until  he  iiad  laid 
a  firm  foundation  for  the  broader  education  which  he  has  since  acipiired 
in  connection  with  the  practical  aifairs  of  life  and  in  association  witii 
men  and  business.  He  has  resided  upon  his  present  fine  farm  since 
1904,  is  known  as  an  agrieuilturist  of  the  pi'ogressive  type,  and  his  thrift 
and  prosperity  have  been  in  constant  compainonship  during  the  entire 
period  of  his  independent  career.  He  is  appreciative  of  the  opportun- 
ities that  have  been  his  in  Erie  County  and  marks  this  ))y  his  liberality 
in  the  support  of  mea.sures  and  enterprises  advanced  for  the  general 
good  of  the  county  and  its  people,  his  political  allegiance  being  given  to 
the  democratic  partv  and  both  he  and  his  wife  being  communicants  of 
St.  i'eter  and  Paul's  Cluircli.  Hunian  Catholic,  in  the  City  of  Sandnskv. 
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On  the  10th  of  May,  1892,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Steinen 
to  Miss  Johanna  C.  Mainzer,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Perkins  Town- 
ship from  the  time  of  her  birth  and  who  is  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  old  and  honored  pioneer  families  of  Erie  County.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Christena  (Smith)  Mainzer.  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  the  Rhine  Province  of  Germany  and  thi'  hilt.r  in  Perkins  Township, 
Erie  County,  her  parents  having  been  niniilniril  among  the  very  early 
settlers  of  this  county,  where  they  cstalilishi'd  Ihcir  home  shortly  after 
their  immigration  from  their  German  Fatherland.  Upon  coming  to 
Erie  County,  Peter  Mainzer,  settled  in  the  midst  of  the  virtually  virgin 
forest  in  the  southern  part  of  Perkins  Township,  where  he  eventually 
bi'c;iiiii'  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm,  the  major  part  of  the  land  having 
li.cii  iiilainicd  and  improved  under  his  pei-sonal  supervision.  There 
his  dcatli  ucfurred  in  1897,  and  the  entire  community  realized  the  loss 
of  a  worthy  citizen  whose  life  had  been  one  of  productiveness  and  kindli- 
ness. In  addition  to  carrying  forward  the  work  of  his  large  farm  he 
found  requisition  for  many  years  for  his  services  as  a  skilled  carpenter 
and  builder,  and  he  assisted'  in  the  erection  of  many  houses  and  other 
buildings  in  his  part  of  the  county.  His  venerable  widow,  who.se  entire 
life  has  been  passed  in  Perkins  Township,  is  now  more  than  eighty  years 
of  age.  This  pioneer  couple  became  the  parents  of  ten  childi-fii,  nf  whom 
nine  are  living:  Mary,  is  the  wife  of  William  Esch  and  liny  iisidr  in 
the  Village  of  Huron,  this  county;  Rosa,  is  the  wife  of  Allurt  Kronier,  a 
farmer  in  Margaretta  township ;  Frank  resides  in  the  City  of  Sandusky ; 
Barbara  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Kromer,  a  farmer  of  Perkins  Township ; 
Johanna  C.  is  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  review ;  and  John,  William, 
Anthony,  and  Sarah  all  still  remain  residents  of  their  native  township. 

Frank  N.  Hills.  One  of  the  still  active  citizens  of  Perkins  Township 
who  in  the  course  of  a  long  career  has  witnessed  many  remarkable  changes 
in  the  development  and  progress  of  this  section  of  Northern  Ohio,  Frank 
N.  Hills  has  had  a  career  of  varied  activities,  but  has  been  chiefly  identi- 
fied with  farming  and  stock  raising  in  Perkins  TdW  iislii|i,  df  wliich  locality 
he  is  a  native.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  iilmi  ili(  i|  willi  hike  marine, 
and  his  business  success  and  the  honors  which  iiavc  been  given  him  as  a 
citizen  indicalc  liis  hi^h  standing  in  that  locality. 

Frank  \.  Hills  was  born  in  Perkins  Township,  August  2,  1842,  a  son 
of  Norman  and  ElecUi  Elizabeth  (Hale)  Hills.  Both  parents  were  natives 
of  Connecticut.  Norman  Hills  brought  his  family  from  that  state  to  Erie 
County  in  the  early  '30s,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  Perkins  Town- 
ship, securing  a  tract  of  land  a  part  of  which  is  now  in  the  farm  of  his 
son  Frank.  The  land  was  then  wild  and  uncultivated,  and  Norman 
Hills  was  one  of  the  men  who  bore  the  brunt  of  the  toils  and  hardships 
of  the  early  settlers.  His  death  occurred  in  1854.  The  family  is  an  old 
and  prominent  one  of  Now  England,  and  one  of  the  dauglilrrs  ot'  l-'iank 
Hills  has  member.ship  in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  IJin  uliiliini,  a 
membership  which  indicates  the  lineage  of  the  family  through  Revolution- 
ary times.  The  grandfathci'  \\as.laiv,|  I! ills,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
of  English  descent.  Of  (lie  .hililivii  Imin  1o  Norman  Hills  and  wife  the 
three  now  living  are:  Frank  N.;  Willier,  whose  home  is  in  Connecticut; 
and  Henry  E..  of  Perkins  Township. 

Frank  N.  Hills  grew  up  in  the  same  locality  where  he  was  born, 
attended  the  public  sidionls,  and  his  early  education  has  been  greatly 
developed  and  supplcmcnlcd  liy  |ii-aclical  experience  in  later  life.  The 
first  fourteen  ycai'.s  he  sjiciit  on  his  lallier's  farm,  and  then  for  about 
nine  seasons  was  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes.  For  nearly  half  a  century, 
however,  Mr.  Hills  has  made  farming  his  regular  vocation.     His  home 
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place,  located  ou  Rui-al  Free  Delivery  No.  1  out  oL'  Sandusky,  eoiiii)rises 
245  acres  of  rich  and  fertile  land,  and  he  employs  it  both  for  general 
farming-  and  stock  raising. 

Mr.  Hills  married  Miss  Isabel  Cowan,  who  was  born  in  Huron  Town- 
ship of  Erie  County,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  Cowan,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers in  that  locality.  To  their  marriage  have  been  born  live  children: 
Lillie,  who  was  formerly  a  successful  school  teacher;  Elma,  now  con- 
nected with  the  public  schools  at  Akron,  Ohio;  Elsie,  wife  of  John  Wichel 
of  Sandusky ;  Edna,  wife  of  Daniel  Wichel  of  Sandusky ;  and  Leroy  F., 
still  living-  in  Perkins  Township. 

]\h-.  Hills  s(|-\imI  several  years  as  trustee  of  Perkins  Township,  and 
is  an  ai-li\r  nimlilii-au.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  Perkins  Grange  of 
the  Patrons  dl  llnsliandry.  In  the  course  of  many  years  he  has  varied 
experiences  with  all  branches  of  farming  ami  has  paid  much  attention 
to  the  sheep  industry. 

Ross  D.  L.  Ransom.  It  is  substantial  tribute  to  a  family  when  it 
can  be  said  that  what  one  generation  has  secui-ed  and  won  from  the 
dominion  of  the  wilderness  the  next  following  has  continued  to  improve 
and  has  incnased  in  value  many  fold.  That  is  real  progress  and  without 
ils  nianilVsiation  a  community  must  stand  still.  Progress  has  been  the 
doiiiinant  factor  in  the  Ransom  family  in  Erie  County  through  three 
successive  gi'Uerations.  Ross  Ransom  is  now  an  enterprising  young 
farmer  wlio  lives  upon  and  oiH-rates  the  same  farm  which  his  grandfatlier 
redeemed  from  the  wilderness  in  the  early  days.  Perkins  Township  has 
had  no  l)etter  elements  of  citizenship  than  those  supplied  by  the  Ransom 
family. 

Ross  D.  L.  Ransom  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives  in 
Perkins  Township,  January  23,  1884.  His  parents  were  George  A.  and 
Mary  J.  (Ross)  Ransom.  The  former  a  native  of  Perkins  Township  and 
the  latter  of  Ontario,  Canada.  The  grandfather  and  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  Erie  County  was  Isaac  Ransom,  who  was  a  New  Englander, 
and  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Perkins  Township.  He  located  the  land 
which  is  now  bein?  cultivated  by  his  grandson  Ross.  He  came  when  the 
country  -was  lai-ijily  (•(i\ri-(Ml  with  woods,  and  took  a  leading  part  in  early 
affairs.  Tin'  sulisiantial  lirirk  house  which  he  erected  about  seventy  years 
ago  is  slill  seeing  srrvii-c  and  is  one  of  the  notable  landmarks  in  Perkins 
township.  In  Ihe  early  days  Isaac  Ransom  served  as  a  trustee  of  his 
home  township,  and  that  community  was  bereaved  of  a  substantial  citizen 
in  his  death  in  1888.  George  A.  Ransom,  father  of  Ross  D.  L.,  died  in 
1893.  He  spent  all  his  life  on  the  farm  first  secured  by  his  father,  and 
was  a  nuui  of  many  sterling  straits  of  character.  For  a  number  of  terms 
he  held  the  office  of  assessor  in  Perkins  Township,  w-as  a  member  of  the 
iMethodist  Episicpal  CIiuitIi,  in  which  he  served  as  deacon,  and  was 
active  in  the  I'cikins  Ciaimv,  and  favored  every  movement  whicli  had  for 
its  dominating  purpose  tlio  elevation  of  community  life.  The  two  children 
of  (leorge  A.  Ransom  were  Ross  and  Webster  II.,  the  latter  now  a  resident 
of  Libby,  Montana.    The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1893. 

Ross  1).  h.  Ransom  has  spent  all  his  life  in  Perkins  Township,  and 
was  given  a  liberal  education..  While  growing  up  on  the  farm  he  attended 
the  common  schools,  and  in  1903  gradiuited  from  the  Sandusky  High 
School  and  for  two  years  was  a  student  at  the  Case  School  of  Applied 
Science  in  Cleveland.  From  a  business  standpoint  he  has  devoted  iiimself 
to  agricultural  matters,  and  now  has  a  fine  place  of  135  acres,  with  many 
standard  improvements  and  with  all  the  necessary  facilities  for  the 
growing  of  field  crops  and  the  raising  of  high  grade  stock. 

On  August  2,  1905,  Mr.  Ransom  married  Miss  Rosalie  Badgley.  who 
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was  boru  in  Belleville,  Ontario,  daughter  of  Ira  Badgley.    To  this  union 
have  been  born  two  children,  liessie  L.  and  Mary  J. 

Mr.  Ransom  is  a  republiean  in  politics,  is  a  member  of  the  Perkins 
Grange  and  of  the  Perkins  iletliodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Henry  E.  Hills.  One  of  the  well  kept  and  profitably  managed  farms 
along  Rural  Free  Delivery  Route  No.  1  out  of  Sandusky  is  that  owned 
by  Henry  E.  Hills.  This  farm  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Hills 
famil.y  for  about  eighty  years,  and  was  part  of  the  laud  settled  upon  by 
the  father  of  Henry  E.  Hills  and  redeemed  from  wilderness  conditions 
under  his  energetic  labors. 

Mr.  Henry  E.  Hills  is  a  native  of  Perkins  Township,  and  was. born 
on  tile  farm  he  now  owns  May  7,  1850.  His  parents  were  Norman  and 
Electa  Elizabeth  (Hale)  Hills,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  came  out  to  Erie  County  when  most  of  its  land  was  in  the  heavy 
woods.  Norman  Hills  was  a  widely  and  favorably  known  citizen  and  from 
early  life  until  his  death  was  a  useful  worker  in  the  sphere  of  his  special 
activities. 

Henry  E.  Hills  grew  up  on  the  old  homestead,  attended  the  public 
schools  in  Perkins  Townshijj,  and  practical  experience  has  had  much  to 
do  with  training  and  giving  definite  direction  to  his  later  life.  As  a  boy 
he  had  the  discipline  of  a  farm,  and  has  always  made  that  his  regular 
vocation. 

Mr.  Hills  married  Miss  Rosa  Hopf,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
both  her  parents  are  now  deceased.  They  have  four  children:  Cora  E., 
wife  of  Louis  Meffort  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Clayton  W.,  of  Los  Angeles, 
California;  Morris  E.  and  Lloyd  A.,  both  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Hills  has  a  farm  of  150  acres,  and  devotes  his  land  to  general 
farming  purposes.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Perkins  Grange, 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  in  politics  acts  with  the  republican  party. 
He  has  shown  himself  a  friend  of  public  schools  and  other  local  institu- 
tions and  with  his  family  worsliii)s  in  the  Perkins  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

John  L.  Moats.  Within  a  few  miles  radius  of  the  village  of  Berlin 
Heights  can  be  found  some  of  the  be.st  examples  of  progressive  farm- 
ing in  Erie  County.  One  of  these  places  that  attract  attention  by  reason 
of  their  general  appearance  ol'  tliiill  ^md  ^ood  management  and  by  the 
well  known  success  which  the  judpiK  loi-  has  gained  is  the  fruit  and  gen- 
eral farm  of  John  L.  Moats,  a  siiort  distance  east  of  the  village.  J\Ir. 
Moats  has  grown  iip  and  lived  most  of  his  life  in  Erie  County,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  people  of  most  excellent  social  qualities  and  en.joy  a 
high  standing  in  that  community. 

John  L.  Moats  was  born  at  a  place  now  included  in  the  city  limits  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  September  10,  1872,  and  fifteen  months  later  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Erie  County  and  located  in  Berlin  Township,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  His  ancestry  is  English.  His  gi'andfather  William 
Moats  and  his  father  Henry  and  other  membei'S  of  the  family  came  across 
the  ocean  about  1850  and  located  at  Rochester,  New  York.  The  grand- 
mother had  died  in  the  old  country.  Frorji  Rochester  they  removed  to 
Niagara,  New  York,  later  spent  a  year  or  two  in  Canada,  and  finally  set- 
tled at  Cleveland.  At  Cleveland  Henry  Jloats  began  learning  the  trade 
of  machinist,  but  while  still  green  in  his  apprenticeship  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  and  he  enlisted  at  the  first  call  for  troops.  He  went  out  with 
the  Cleveland  Light  Artillery  for  a  term  of  three  months.  At  the  expir- 
ation of  that  term  he  enlisted  in  the  regular  United  States  service  as  a 
member  of  Battery  B,  and  became  sergeant  in  his  company.     He  was 
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one  of  the  few  soldiers  who  fought  literally  from  the  very  beginning  to 
the  end  of  the  great  struggle  between  the  states.  On  the  expiration  of 
the  three  years  he  veteranized  and  continued  with  the  same  artillery 
command  until  the  close  of  the  war,  at  which  time  he  had  given  four 
years  and  three  months  to  the  cause  of  preserving  the  Union.  He  was 
in  every  engagement  in  which  his  battery  participated,  and  saw  much  of 
the  hardship  of  army  life,  l.iil  w^is  ;ihle  to  report  for  duty  every  day,  was 
never  captured  and  was  in  \  ci-  in  ii(is|]ital,  and  with  many  narrow  escapes 
to  his  credit  was  never  woiiikIimI,  ilidiig-h  once  a  bullet  passed  through  his 
coat  and  shirt  sleeve.  "With  llic  ddsc  of  Ibe  war  Henry  jMoats  returned 
to  Cleveland  and  there  met  aii<l  ni^iirinl  .[rnnie  Proffit,  who  was  also 
born  in  England.  They  began  lilV  as  inarkrt  gardeners.  In  the  meantime 
graiuiralbci'  William  Moats  had  married  for  his  second  wife,  in  Rochester, 
Miss  .Maltha  <iiail,  who  was  also  of  English  birth  and  parentage.  As 
already  stated  Henry  Jloats  and  wife  came  to  Erie  county  in  1873,  and 
a  little  later  graiidtatluT  William  and  wife  came  to  the  county  and  lived 
in  a  little  home  en  the  laiiii  of  tlirii'  son  llcury  until  they  passed  away. 
William  Moats  died  in  litu:!  ami  liis  wile  alioiit  six  months  later.  William 
Jloats  while  living  in  Cleveland  was  iiii|>liiycd  by  a  tirm  of  candle  manu- 
facturers, and  it  is  an  item  of  iiilcnst  that  .John  D.  Rockefeller  was  book- 
keeper for  the  same  firm.  AVhcii  llciiiy  Moats  and  wife  came  to  Erie 
County  they  bought  a  farm  on  the  Berlin  Heights  and  Norwalk  Road,  and 
there  spent  the  rest  of  their  days  in  quiet  industry  and  with  a  reasonable 
degree  of  prosperity.  They  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  republican. 

John  L.  Moats  grew  up  on  the  old  farm  in  Berlin  Township,  attended 
the  public  schools  at  Berlin  Heights,  and  with  a  thorough  training  for 
his  chosen  calling  he  has  made  himself  a  successful  farmer.  In  1909  he 
bought  his  place  of  145  acres  a  mile  east  of  Berlin  Heights,  and  has  sub- 
sequently done  a  great  deal  to  develop  its  resources.  He  has  an  orchard 
of  twenty-eight  acres  principally  apples  and  pears,  and  he  has  done  most 
of  the  development  of  this  orchard,  and  the  trees  have  ciuite  recently  come 
into  full  bearing.  He  has  constructed  a  barn  about  30x48  feet,  and  he 
and  his  family  have  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  a  modern  eight- 
room  house,  in  addition  to  fruit  growing  Mr.  Moats  has  a  large  acreage 
used  for  general  crops. 

At  Milan  he  married  Miss  Loubertha  N.  Williams,  who  was  born  in 
1872.  Her  parents  were  Charles  R.  and  Helen  H.  (Hughes)  Williams. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Batavia,  Illinois,  and  her  mother  in  Huron,  Ohio, 
and  they  were  married  in  Saiiihisky.  The  Williams  family  genealogy 
has  been  prepared  and  ])iihlislii  .1  by  Ktv.  \l.  1.  Williams,  and  from  this 
it  is  learned  that  the  original  AiucriiMii  ot'  the  nanic  was  Abraham,  wlio 
lived  at  Marlboro.  .Massachusetts,  as  early  as  Kll^K.  Cliai-Jes  K.  Williams, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Moats,  was  a  graduate  of  Ol.erlm  Colle-e  anil  he-aii 
bis  career  as  an  edueator,  having  served  as  i)rinei|ial  ol'Ihe  Ndrnial  Si'lniol 
at  Milan.  Failing  health  compelled  him  to  ahaii.lon  this  vocation  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  .Milan  be  engaged  in  the  raisin--  of  horses.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-eight  years,  while  training  a  valuable  lace  horse,  lie  was  kicked 
and  died  from  the  in.jury  three  days  later.  His  widow  subsecpiently  mar- 
ried Capt.  L.  B.  Chapin,  who  was  captain  of  a  cavalry  company  in  the 
Civil  war  and  who  died  in  Berlin  township  sixteen  years  ago.  By  this 
marriage  Captain  Chapin  left  two  sons:  Dr.  E.  II.  Chapin  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  Dr.  L.  B.  Chapin,  a  dentist  at  Milan.  ]\Irs.  Chapin.  the  widow 
of  Captain  Chapin,  now  lives  with  her  son  Dr.  Chapin  at  iMilan,  and  is 
sixtv  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Moats  has  one  In-other,  Judge  Roy  II.  Williams 
of  Saiidiisky,  who  was  recently  elected  .I'udge  of  Erie  County  in  the  fall 
of  1914,  having  twice  previously  served  as  prosecuting  attorney.    Judge 
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Williams  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  and  married  ^'erna  L.  Lockwood  of  ^Niilan,  Ohio. 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Moats  have  two  children.  Helen  Lucile,  born  Septem- 
ber 4,  1894,  completed  her  education  in  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School 
and  is  a  cultured  and  promising  member  of  the  social  community.  Ronald 
Williams,  the  only  sou,  was  born  in  ilay,  1908.  Air.  Moats  is  a  republican, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Berlin  Heights  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  a 
steward  and  trustee. 

John  Ebert.  One  of  the  progressive  young  citizens  of  Perkins  Town- 
ship, John  Ebert  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  of  that  township 
and  has  built  up  an  extensive  business  as  a  wholesale  butcher  and  owns 
a  well  improved  small  farm  at  Bogart. 

Born  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  September  29,  1878,  John  Ebert  is  a  son 
of  Lewis  and  Catherine  (Herbel)  Ebert.  His  father  was  born  in  New 
York  state,  a  sou  of  John  Ebert,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany,  while 
Catherine  Herbel  was  born  in  Germany.  Lewis  Ebert  came  to  Erie 
County  with  his  parents  when  a  boy,  grew  up  in  Sandusky,  was  educated 
in  the" local  schools,  and  now  for  many  years  has  lived  in  Oxford  Town- 
ship, and  is  likewise  a  butcher  and  farmer.    He  is  a  democrat  in  politics. 

Mr.  John  Ebert  spent  his  early  life  in  Oxford  township,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  that  locality,  but  before  reaching  manhood  had  already 
titled  himself  for  the  practical  duties  of  life  by  experience.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  has  been  in  business  for  himself  as  a  wholesale  butcher,  and 
in  1909  located  at  his  present  home  at  Bogart.  He  owns  a  farm  of  fifteen 
acres,  and  cultivates  it  to  general  crops  in  connection  with  his  business 
as  a  butcher. 

On  April  2,  1902,  he  married  Cora  E.  Biehl,  who  was  born  in  San- 
dusky, a  daughter  of  Jacob  A.  Biehl  of  Sandusky.  There  are  tlirce  cliil- 
dren":  Margaret  C,  Willard  P.  and  Charles  L.  Mr.  Ebert  is  a  iiu'inl)cr 
of  the  board  of  education  of  Perkins  township,  and  was  previdusly  a 
candidate  for  township  treasurer.  He  is  a  democrat  and  carries  his 
public  spirit  into  all  his  relations  with  the  community.  He  has  shown 
himself  a  progi-essive  friend  of  schools  and  public  education,  and  is  well 
entitled  to  the  confidence  he  enjoys.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Milan. 

Jerome  H.  Norton.  Of  the  residents  of  the  agricultural  community 
of  Perkins  Township  who  are  carrying  forward  the  work  commenced  by 
their  fathers  many  years  ago,  mention  is  due  Jerome  H.  Norton,  who  is 
now  operating  the  Norton  homestead,  one  of  the  valuable  farmincr  tracts 
of  this  locality.  AVhile  not  a  native  son  of  Erie  County.  Air.  Noiidii  has 
resided  here  since  his  fifth  year  and  has  watched  and  i)ar1iiiii:iti'(!  in  its 
development,  adding  his  contribution  tn  th(>  movements  whieli  have  made 
it  one  of  the  richest  sections  of  the  r.urkc>c  State. 

Mr.  Norton  was  born  in  Huron  ( dnnty,  ( »liio,  October  1,  1865,  and  is 
a  son  of  Henry  C.  and  Charlotte  (Ileudersonj  Norton.  His  grandfather, 
James  Norton,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  several  years  after  the  birth 
of  his  son,  Henry  C,  left  his  native  community  and  turned  his  face 
toward  the  West,  seeking  his  fortune  in  the  new  country  of  Ohio.  He 
finally  arrived  in  Huron  County,  where  he  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
woods,  established  his  little  family  in  a  small  home  and  at  once  set  about 
the  great  task  of  clearing  and  developing  a  farm  from  which  to  gain  a 
livelihood.  Years  of  industrious  labor  followed  and  were  finally  rewarded 
with  success,  and  when  he  died  Mr.  Norton  was  one  of  the  substantial 
men  of  his  community. 


(^ '  .^.  c^Y^^i^^^^^ 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  689 

Henry  C.  Norton  was  born  in  New  York,  and  when  the  family  started 
from  the  Empire  State  on  their  western  journey  was  three  years  of  age. 
He  grew  up  in  the  vicinity  of  Norwalk,  in  Norwalk  Township,  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  and  there  received  a  good  education  and  began  farming. 
Later  on  he  came  to  Erie  County,  and  after  moving  about  for  a  short 
time  liually  settled  on  the  farm  in  Perkins  Township  on  which  his  widow  ' 
and  son  still  survive.  As  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  he  accumulated  a  good 
property  and  became  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  community,  the 
interests  of  which  he  always  had  at  heart.  He  was  a  valued  and  enthu- 
siastic member  of  Perkins  Grange,  and  in  political  matters  was  a  repub- 
lican, but  was  not  particularly  active  in  the  affairs  of  his  party,  pre- 
ferring the  peace  and  quiet  of  his  pastoral  duties  to  the  strife  and  doubt- 
ful honors  of  the  political  arena.  His  death  occurred  September  26, 
1912.  Mr.  Norton  married  Miss  Charlotte  Henderson,  who  was  born  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  in  1835,  daughter  of  Joseph  Henderson.  She 
was  five  years  of  age  when  the  family  made  the  trip  overland  to  Ohio, 
settling  in  Perkins  Township,  Erie  County,  where  the  father  was  engaged 
in  farming  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mrs.  Norton  still  survives 
her  husband  and  i-esides  on  the  home  fai*m,  and  while  she  is  in  her 
eightieth  year  is  still  active  in  body  and  alert  in  mind.  During  her  long 
residence  in  Perkins  Township  she  has  formed  a  large  acquaintance,  in 
which  she  nuinbvrs  :i  wide  circle  of  friends. 

Jerome  11.  Norton  \\;is  live  years  of  age  when  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Erie  Coiinty,  iind  in  the  public  schools  of  Perkins  Township 
he  securetl  his  education.  He  was  brought  up  as  a  farmer,  and  agricul- 
tural work  has  always  occupied  liis  attention  and  activities.  The  Norton 
homestead,  of  wliiili  lie  is  manager,  is  a  tract  of  seventy-live  acres,  under 
an  cxccllciil  state  of  development  and  devoted  to  all  departments  of  farm- 
iiiu^  :iinl  sl(icl<  raising.  Its  buildings  are  commodious  and  modern  in 
cliar;iitcr  :iii(i  its  improvements  of  the  best,  so  that  it  is  accounted  one  of 
tlic  MiliKililc  proi.crli.-s  of  tlic  locality.  :\lr.  Norton  keeps  fully  abreast 
of  tlic  ad\:mc,  niciits  licinu'  im.mIc  in  :ic riciilnirnl  .si;ieuee,  and  is  an  inter- 
ested iiiciiilicr  (.r  tlic  rcikiiis  (ir.incc,  i(j  \\\\u-\\  .Mrs.  Norton  also  belongs. 
He  has  had  no  time  lor  acthitics  in  public  life,  but  has  given  his  sup- 
port to  those  movements  which  his  judgment  has  told  him  will  benefit  the 
community. 

Frank  E.  Lindsley.  It  is  to  the  efforts  of  such  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  as  Frank  E.  Lindsley  that  the  great  advance  in 
agriculture  and  stock  raising  during  the  past  decade  in  Erie  County  is 
due,  and  it  is  to  such  as  he  that  Perkins  Township  looks  for  a  continu- 
ation of  its  present  prosperity.  His  acii\c  life  hiis  spanned  an  important 
farming  era  and  his  labors  have  gained  him  inilependence  and  success, 
while  at  the  same  time  lie  lias  been  able  to  contribute  to  his  community's 
advancement. 

Mv.  Lindsley  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  and  esteemed  families  of  Erie 
County,  and  was  born  on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies  in  Perkins 
Township,  July  12,  1878,  being  a  son  of  Dell  D.  and  Helen  (Covell) 
Lindsley.  His  grandfather,  Hon.  William  D.  Lindsley,  was  born  in 
Kentucky  and  ns  a  young  man  became  an  early  settler  and  the  founder  of 
the  finiiily  in  Hrie  County,  Ohio.  On  his  arrival  here,  he  settled  in  the 
woods  of  Perkins  Township,  on  the  farm  which  is  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  his  grandson.  He  here  built  a  small  house,  commenced  (he  work 
of  clearing  and  development,  and  after  many  years  of  hard  work  suc- 
ceeded in  the  development  of  a  good  farm  and  the  establishing  of  a  com- 
fortable home  for  his  family.  Although  he  was  not  in  the  Civil  war  he 
was  made  general  by  the  state  militia.  In  iiis  later  years  lie  became  one 
of  the  most  ])romiMeiit   and  influential  men  of  the  county,  was  sent   1o 
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numerous  public  offices  by  his  appreciative  fellow-citizens,  and  finally  was 
elected  congressman  to  represent  the  district  in  which  he  resided  and 
served  as  such  two  terms.  As  a  soldier  he  was  brave  aud  courageous, 
winning  the  confidence  and  admiration  of  his  men,  as  a  public  official 
he  was  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office  and 
possessed  of  great  executive  ability,  and  as  a  farmer  was  able  to  gain 
success  through  well  directed  management  and  good  judgment.  He  died 
when  seventy-five  years  old,  rich  in  a  material  way  as  in  the  respect  and 
regard  of  those  among  whom  he  had  spent  so  many  years.  Mrs.  Lindsley, 
who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  also  an  early  settler  of  Perkins 
Township,  and  was  well  advanced  in  years  when  she  died. 

Dell  U.  Lindsley  was  born  in  Perkins  Township,  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  for  several  years.  At  about  this  time,  however,  farming  machin- 
ery was  beginning  to  reach  its  present  high  perfection,  this  ofl'ering  a 
prolific  field  for  men  of  foresight  who  were  possessed  of  the  qualities  which 
made  the  good  salesman.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Lindsley  turned  his  attention 
to  this  vocation,  met  with  immediate  success  therein,  and  for  many  years 
traveled  all  over  the  Union,  selling  farming  machinery,  appliances  and 
implements.  Throughout  his  life,  however,  his  home  continued  to  be  in 
Perkins  township,  and  here  he  died  in  1890.  Mrs.  Lindsley,  who  was 
also  boi-n  in  Perkins  Township,  still  survives  and  continues  to  make  her 
home  here,  being  seventy-six  years  of  age.  She  has  been  the  mother  of 
the  following  children :  Alice,  who  is  the  wife  of  D.  D.  Rogers,  and  lives 
near  Castalia,  Ohio ;  Dell  D.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Perkins  Township ;  Wil- 
liam H.,  also  of  this  township ;  Carrie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Myron  Caswell, 
of  Sandusky,  Ohio;  John  M.,  of  Perkins  Township;  Frank  E.,  of  this 
notice;  Mae,  who  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Hayes,  a  resident  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio ;  and  Alinnie,  who  is  deceased. 

Frank  E.  Lindsley  was  reared  to  man's  estate  on  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  lives  and  on  which  he  has  passed  his  entire  life.  His  education 
was  gained  from  the  district  schools  of  Perkins  township  and  the  Milan 
(Ohio)  High  School,  where  he  passed  over  three  years,  and  he  then  took 
up  his  life  work  as  manager  of  the  homestead  place.  He  has  been  success- 
ful in  its  operation,  has  added  to  its  improvements  and  general  worth,  and 
may  be  classed  among  the  thoroughly  progressive  and  energetic  agricul- 
turists of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  Perkins 
Grange.  While  he  generally  votes  the  democratic  ticket  he  has  inde- 
pendent political  proclivities  and  at  all  times  endeavors  to  give  his  sup- 
port to  the  best  men  and  the  most  beneficial  movements.  He  is  not  an 
office  seeker,  but  at  times  has  been  active  where  the  public  welfare  has 
been  at  stake.  With  his  family,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr.  Lindsley  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Horn,  of  Perkins  Township, 
daughter  of  Henry  Horn,  now  a  resident  of  Sandusky.  To  this  union  there 
have  been  born  four  children:  Grace  M.,  who  is  deceased;  Florence  M., 
Cliiiord  E.,  and  Wayne  Solon. 

John  A.  Strong.  The  farming  interests  of  the  community  of  Oxford 
Township  are  ably  represented  by  John  A.  Strong,  who  is  widely  known 
in  his  field  of  operations  and  directs  a  valuable  estate  in  that  vicinity,  also 
operating  as  a  dairyman.  As  a  citizen  he  has  rendered  his  community 
excellent  services  of  a  public  character  and  though  not  an  office  seeker 
or  politician  is  a  supporter  of  all  worthy  and  luiicdrial  movements. 

The  Strong  family  in  America  was  planted  alxuil  1  he  time  of  the  May- 
flower pilgrimage,  and  John  A.  Strong  is  dcsrrjnlrd  fi'diu  some  of  those 
early  colonists  in  New  England.     He  was  born  in  Lime  Township  of 
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Huron  Couuty,  Ohio,  December  4,  1847,  a  son  of  Pelatiah  and  lantha 
(BoaltJ  Strong,  the  former  a  native  of  Courtland  County,  New  York, 
and  the  latter  of  Norwalk,  Connecticut.  Pelatiah  Strong  was  only  a 
boy  when  he  came  with  his  father  Abner  Strong  from  New  York  state  to 
Huron  County.  Abner  Strong  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  there,  and 
he  and  three  of  his  brothers  at  one  time  owned  all  the  land  on  Strong's 
Ridge,  a  little  village  and  social  community  in  Huron  County  which  per- 
manently testifies  to  the  activities  of  this  early  family.  Pelatiah  Strong 
grew  up  in  Huron  County,  lived  for  a  number  of  years  at  Strong's  Ridge, 
and  for  a  time  was  a  country  merchant  there.  Later  he  brought  his 
family  to  Henry  County,  Ohio,  and  after  several  years  moved  with  his 
family  from  Henry  County,  Ohio  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  in  February, 
1854,  with  a  team  of  horses  and  covered  wagon.  They  were  three  weeks 
on  the  road,  and,  .strange  as  it  may  seem,  they  were  not  hindered  by 
any  bad  storms  on  the  journey.  They  crossed  the  Mississippi  on  the  ice 
at  Clayton,  and  the  mother  would  not  ride  nor  permit  her  son  John  to  do 
so,  as  she  thought  it  dangerous,  though  the  ice  was  probably  two  feet 
thick.  She  took  her  son  by  the  hand  and  they  walked  all  the  way  across. 
The  family  lived  in  Iowa  for  eleven  years  and  then  returned  East  in  1865 
and  settled  in  Erie  County.  John  A.  Strong  at  that  time  was  in  his 
eighteenth  year.  Pelatiah  Strong  then  became  a  farmer  in  Oxford  Town- 
ship and  localrd  (jii  IIh'  jilai-e  imw  owiiid  liy  liis  son  John,  living  there 
until  his  death  whii-h  m ciii-i^mI  l''ci)niary  L'.^,  1881.  He  was  a  successful 
farmei-,  and  fn'(|iii'uily  ciiiiildyiil  Ins  jihl^iiitiit  and  energy  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community.  He  was  a  republican,  always  public  spirited,  and  took 
a  great  interest  in  the  public  schools  and  the  general  uplift  of  his  home 
locality.  In  character  he  was  noted  for  his  strict  integrity  and  his 
honorable  dealings  with  his  fellow  men. 

John  A.  Strong  secured  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Henry 
County,  Ohio,  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  since 
the  age  of  eighlci-u  has  coiitiiiuously  licen  a  resident  of  Oxford  Township. 
He  has  learjic(|  a  i;ri  ut  <\r:\\  by  cxpiiifuce  and  practice  as  a  farmer  and 
has  always  kipi  himsi'll'  a|iacc  willi  Ihc  best  methods  of  handling  the  soil 
and  its  rrsdinTcs.  Al  llu'  i)resent  time  he  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  place  of 
one  luindivil  sixhiii  aiivs  in  Oxford  township  and  uses  it  for  general 
crops  ami  slock  and  (i|)(  rates  a  first  class  dairy. 

He  married  for  liis  first  wife  Samantha  E.  Beare,  who  was  born  in 
Perkins  Township  of  Erie  County,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  Beare,  for  many 
years  a  farmer  both  in  Perkins  and  Oxford  Townships.  By  this  union 
there  were  three  sons:  Earl  G.  of  jMilan,  Ohio;  and  Charles  R.  and 
Howard  C,  both  living  at  Avery,  Ohio.  The  wife  of  Hiram  Beai-e  and 
consequently,  the  mother  of  ilrs.  Strong  was  Abigail  Kelley.  Mr.  Strong 
married,  for  his  prcsciil  wife  iMrima  iililla  l''ox,  who  was  born  in  Hardin 
County,  Ohio,  a  daii-lilir  df  Ailm  ami  Cailh  fine  Fox.  Her  father  for 
a  number  of  years  was  a,  laniicr  in  i'l  rkms  Township  of  Erie  County. 
There  are  also  three  sous  l)y  this  second  marriage:  John  B.,  Dean  A., 
and  Arthur  W. 

In  a  public  waj'  Mr.  Strong  has  proved  himself  a  loyal  and  stanch 
friend  of  schools,  churches,  and  every  moral  institution.  Politically  he  is 
a  prohibitioni-st,  and  does  what  he  can  to  advance  the  cause  of  temperance 
in  his  county  and  state. 

M.-VTTHEw  0.  PucKRix.  In  Perkins  Township,  along  the  Rural  Deliv- 
ery Route  No.  1  out  of  Sandusky,  is  the  highly  cultivated  and  valuable 
farm  homestead  of  Matthew  0.  Puckrin  and  family.  Mr.  Puckrin  has 
been  a  farmer  in  Erie  County  since  coming  to  manhood,  and  altogether 
has  spent  nearly  seventy  years  in  this  section  of  Northern  Ohio.    During 
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his  lifetime  lie  has  gaiin-il  I  In/  lliinus  most  worthy  of  effort,  a  good  home, 
ample  provision  for  liis  ilnlilii'ii,  and  ilie  esteem  of  his  fellow  meu.  He 
is  one  of  Erie  County  s  \aliuililc  rilizt-us. 

Matthew  0.  Puckrin  was  born  in  Erie  County,  December  10,  1847. 
He  was  one  of  the  children  of  Thomas  and  Martha  i^uckrin,  who  were 
natives  of  England  and  came  to  America  nearly  a  century  ago.  Their 
first  home  was  in  Sandusky,  and  from  that  city,  then  a  pioneer  village, 
they  removed  to  Perkins  Township,  where  the  father  did  his  part  as  an 
early  settler.  lie  clrainl  np  and  cultivated  a  large  ti'act  of  land,  and 
was  frequently  iKiiKucd  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  township  offices.  Of 
the  children  huin  lo  Tlninias  Puekrin  and  wife  the  four  now  living  are: 
George  W.,  of  Sandusky  ;  Alary,  widow  of  J.  C.  Parker,  formerly  residents 
of  Erie  County,  while  slie  now  makes  her  home  in  Columbus,  Ohio; 
Matthew  O. ;  and  Edward,  also  a  resident  of  Perkins  Township.  The  late 
Hon.  Joseph  Puekrin  was  also  one  of  the  children.  He  represented  Erie 
County  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  and  was  one  of  the 
very  prominent  citizens. 

Matthew  0.  Puekrin  grew  up  on  his  father's  homestead,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Perkins  Township,  and  for  a  time  was  a  student  in 
Oberlin  College.  Early  in  life  he  made  choice  of  farming  as  his  vocation, 
and  to  that  calling  has  directed  his  efforts  with  more  than  ordinary 
success. 

On  March  18, 1870,  Mr.  Puekrin  married  Mary  A.  Hills,  who  was  born 
near  Hartford,  Connecticut,  a  daughter  of  W.  M.  and  Eleanor  (Jacobs) 
Hills.  When  she  was  tlircc  yrars  of  aye  h'-r  parents,  also  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, moved  from  llial  siaic  lo  I'lric  Cduiity,  Ohio,  and  became  sub- 
stantial citizens  in  the  rural  ((immunity  of  I'crkins  Township.  Both  par- 
ents died  there  many  years  ago.  Mrs.  Puekrin  has  one  sister,  Martha  C, 
wife  of  H.  F.  Byington  of  Perkins  Township.  IMrs.  Puekrin  grew  up  in 
Perkins  Township  and  received  her  education  in  the  local  schools.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  five  children:  Bertha  A.,  wife  of  Adelbert 
Pai-ker  of  Blissville,  Michigan ;  William  M.,  of  Perkins  Township  ;  Martha 
C,  wife  of  George  J.  Rogers  of  Oxford  Township  ;  Dora  C,  wife  of  Ernest 
Moyer  of  Clyde,  Ohio ;  and  Carrie  M.,  wife  of  Walter  Otto  of  Sandusky. 

Air.  Puekrin  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  has  regularly  voted  for 
the  candidates  of  that  party  for  more  than  forty  years.  In  all  his  rela- 
tions with  the  community  he  is  public  spirted  and  stands  for  local  im- 
provement and  progress.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Maccabees  Order  at  Bloomingville  in  Erie  County. 

John  H.  B.vrnes.  It  is  not  only  as  a  prosj^erous  agriculturist,  but 
also  as  a  business  man  and  citizen,  that  John  H.  Barnes  is  known  to  the 
couimunit,y  of  North  Monroeville,  Oxford  Township,  where  he  has  spent 
practically  all  his  life.  The  Barnes  family  has  been  identified  with  that 
community  nearly  sm-enty  years,  and  all  the  various  members  have  been 
noted  for  hardwdi'k-in'j  aliility  and  shi-cwd  business  judgment. 

Born  at  Nditli  .Mdurdcvil'lc  Xdvcmbcr  18,  1855.  John  H.  Barnes  is  a 
son  of  Walter  S.  and  Alma  (lloyl)  Barnes.  His  father  was  born  at 
Gcuverneur,  New  York,  and  the  mother  was  also  a  native  of  that  state, 
her  father,  John  Hoyt,  having  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
The  Barnes  family  is  of  English  origin.  Walter  S.  Barnes  came  out  to 
Erie  County  about  1846  with  a  brother,  Norman,  and  both  settled  at 
North  ]\Ionroeville,  where  Walter  conducted  one  of  the  old-time  taverns 
or  hotels  for  a  short  time,  but  later  engaged  in  farming,  a  business  which 
was  his  primary  vocation  throughout  his  life.  His  brother  Norman  was 
for  a  few  years  a  harnessmaker  at  North  Monroeville,  but  later  became 
well  know-n  as  a  buyer  and  shipper  of  live  stock  at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  where 
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he  is  still  liviii'^-.  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-one  years.  Walter  S. 
Bai'iirs  (lied  M.iy  12,  1897.  While  his  activities  as  a  farmer  brought  him 
consi(liM-;ililc  siii-cfss,  he  is  also  known  in  a  public  way,  and  served  a 
number  of  years  as  trustee  nf  Oxlni-.i  Township  and  at  one  time  held  the 
position  of  justice  of  the  ]i(  ;iim'.  II.'  was  a  republican  in  politics  and  was 
one  of  the  best  citizens  Oxfui'il  Townsliip  ever  claimed. 

John  II.  Barnes,  who  is  the  only  one  now  living  of  the  six  children 
of  his  parents,  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  North  Monroeville  and  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  there  was  supplemented  by  one  year  of 
attendance  at  Oberlin  College.  Since  the  age  of  twenty  he  has  been  on 
his  own  responsibilities  and  has  been  able  to  provide  liberally  for  the 
needs  of  his  family  and  acquire  an  enviable  position  in  the  community. 

On  September  18,  1878,  Mr.  Barnes  married  ^liss  Ella  Fisher,  who 
was  born  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  ]\Ioses  Fisber,  long  identi- 
fied with  the  farming  interests  of  that  county.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Alma  is 
the  wife  of  George  Strecker,  of  Bellevue,  Ohio :  Issa  May  is  the  w'ife  of 
Harry  Bounds,  also  of  Bellevue;  while  Eunice  and  Lois  are  both  at  home 
in  North  Monroeville. 

As  an  agi'iculturist  Mr.  Barnes  owns  and  directs  the  operations  over 
100  acres  of  land  in  Oxford  Township,  and  also  has  sixty-one  acres  in 
Huron  County.  Among  other  interests,  he  is  connected  with  the  Strecker 
Implement  Company,  Incorporated,  at  Bellevue.  This  company  handles 
farm  iiiipl(>ineiits,  Studebaker  automobiles,  and  all  machinery  used  in  the 
agricullnijil  cDiinnnnity  sniTouiuling  Belle\aie.  Politically,  Mr.  Barnes 
hasalwjxs  sii|ii>nitci|  tile  icpnlilican  party.  His  own  service  includes  an 
active  particijialion  in  local  school  affairs,  and  for  a  number  of  years  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  North  Monroeville  School  District  Board,  and 
a  portion  of  the  time  was  president  of  the  board.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  North  Monroeville,  and  has  always  stood  for 
the  best  things  in  community  life. 

John  A.  Crysinger.  Most  eligibly  situated  in  Perkins  Township,  on 
Rural  Mail  Route  No.  3  from  the  City  of  Sandusky,  is  the  well-improved 
farm  of  Mr.  Ci\ysinger,  who  is  a  native  of  Erie  County  and  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  its  honored  pioneer  families.  He  has  here  found  ample 
scope  for  prodvictive  enterprise  and  the  achieving  of  definite  success 
and  prosperity  through  his  identification  with  the  great  basic  industries 
of  agriculture  and  stock-growing,  has  never  faltered  in  his  loyalty  to 
and  appreciation  of  his  native  county,  and  is  a  citizen  whose  worthy 
character  and  accomplishment  have  given  him  high  place  in  popular 
esteem,  his  being  the  prestige  that  attaches  to  the  pioneer  citizen  of 
the  community,  for  within  his  life  he  has  witnessed  a  wonderful  trans- 
formation in  conditions  and  influences  in  Erie  County  and  has  himself 
contributed  his  due  quota  to  civic  and  industrial  development  and 
progress. 

Mr.  Crysinger  was  born  at  Sandusky  on  the  1st  of  September,  1848, 
and  is  a  son  of  Christian  and  Catherine  (Rohrbacker)  Crysinger,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  the  Grandduchy  of  Badcui,  Germany.  Christian 
Crj'singer  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  immi- 
gration from  the  German  Fatherland  to  America,  and  his  father,  who 
likewise  bore  the  personal  name  of  Christian,  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  he  secured  a  tract  of  wild  land  and 
instituted  the  reclamation  and  development  of  a  farm,  this  old  homestead, 
in  Perkins  Township,  having  continued  the  abiding  place  of  himself  and 
his  wife  until  they  were  summoned  from  the  stage  of  life's  mortal 
endeavors — folk  of  "industrious  habits  and  sterling  integrity,  well  merit- 
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ing  the  popular  confidence  in  which  they  were  uniformly  held  in  the 
community. 

On  the  pioneer  farm  Christian  Crysinger,  Jr.,  was  reared  to  maturity 
and  he  finally  initiated  his  career  as  an  independent  farmer  by  purchas- 
ing and  establishing  his  residence  on  the  fine  homestead  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  his  son,  John  A.,  of  this  review.  He  was  long  known  as  one 
of  the  substantial  agriculturists  and  stock-growers  of  Erie  County, 
achieved  success  through  earnest  and  well-directed  industry,  was  signally 
steadfast  and  true  in  all  of  the  relations  of  life  and  commanded  inviolable 
place  in  popular  confidence  and  esteem.  He  passed  to  the  life  eternal  in 
1908,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety  years,  and  he  was  at  the  time  of 
his  death  the  most  venerable  of  all  pioneer  citizens  of  Erie  County,  his 
wife  having  preceded  him  to  eternal  rest  by  a  number  of  years,  and"  both 
having  been  zealous  communicants  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Of  the  sur- 
viving children,  John  A.,  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  eldest ;  Catherine 
is  the  wife  of  William  Simpson,  and  they  reside  in  the  State  of  Michigan ; 
Margaret  is  the  widow  of  George  Simson  and  still  maintains  her  home  in 
Michigan;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Wright,  of  Bellevue,  Huron 
County,  Ohio ;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Rohrbacker,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  in  Oxford  Township,  Erie  County ;  and  Miss  Fredericka  re- 
sides in  the  City  of  Toledo. 

John  A.  Crysinger  was  reared  to  maturity  on  the  old  homestead  farm 
which  he  now  owns,  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Perkins 
Township,  and  during  his  entire  career  has  never  deviated  from  a  line 
of  close  allegiance  to  the  industry  of  agriculture.  He  is  the  owner  of 
about  forty-six  acres  of  excellent  land,  his  homestead  place  containing 
twenty-five  acres,  and  he  gives  his  attention  to  diversified  ngriculture  and 
to  the  raising  of  good  grades  of  live  stock.  He  is  ;ih\:i\  s  i-cady  to  do  his 
part  in  aiding  in  the  support  of  measures  and  undeilakiuiis  prdjeeted  for 
the  general  good  of  the  community,  and  though  he  has  never  manifested 
any  desire  for  political  preferment,  he  is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the 
principles  and  policies  of  the  republican  party.  He  is  w-ell  known 
throughout  his  native  county  and  here  his  circle  of  friends  is  limited 
only  by  that  of  his  accjuaintances. 

Augustus  Leicester  Moss.  Among  the  families  whose  activities  and 
lives  have  been  distinctive  contributions  to  the  progress  of  Sandusky, 
probably  none  deserves  more  credit  than  that  of  Moss.  More  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  ago  the  then  head  of  the  family  came  to  the 
flourishing  lake  port  town  of  Sandusky  and  established  one  of  the  early 
mercantile  stores  of  the  place.  From  that  time  to  the  present  the  name 
has  been  associated  with  the  merchandising,  banking,  the  promotion  and 
building  of  railways  and  other  public  movements,  and  members  of  three 
generations  have  contributed  their  abilities  and  resources  to  the  financial 
and  civic  life  of  this  community. 

Augustus  Leicester  Moss,  active  representative  of  the  present  gen- 
eration, was  born  at  Norwalk,  in  Huron  County.  His  ancestry  goes 
back  to  the  old  country.  In  the  direct  line  his  earliest  American 
ancestor  was  John  Moss,  who  lived  in  Connecticut,  as  early  as  1639,  and 
subsequently  removed  to  Wallingford,  Connecticut.  In  the  next  genera- 
tion was  Joseph  Moss,  who  married  Mary  Ailing.  Their  son  was  Nathaniel 
Moss,  who  married  Keziah  Royse.  In  the  next  generation  is  found  Jared 
Moss,  who  married  Patience  B.  Hitchcock.  Of  these  parents,  Augustus 
Hitchcock  Moss  was  born  at  New  Berlin,  New  York,  in  ISIO.  The  last 
named  was  the  founder  of  the  Moss  family  in  Sandusky.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Yale  College,  and  afterwards  taught  school  at  New  Berlin, 
New  York.     Business  life  made  a  stronger  appeal  to  him  tlian  a  profes- 
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sion,  and  in  1837  he  eanie  west  and  located  at  Sandusky,  which  was  then 
a  very  small  but  flourishing  town.  He  opened  a  general  store  at  the 
western  limits  of  the  then  city,  and  in  a  short  time  was  prospering. 
He  dealt  extensively  in  general  merchandise  and  produce,  and  a  feature 
of  the  business  was  the  buying  of  wool  from  the  farmers  in  this  territory. 
He  subsequently  sold  a  portion  of  the  business  to  his  brother,  Samuel 
Moss,  retaining  the  hardware  store  until  IS.IO.  In  that  year  he  engaged 
in  the  banking  business.  The  old  IctlciliciKls  he  used  at  the  time  read, 
"A.  H.  IMoss,  Banker,"  and  suliMi|iuiitl\  the  institution  was  known 
as  Moss  Bros.,  Bankers.  Soon  after  the  National  Banking  Act  was 
passed  in  1863,  A.  H.  Moss  was  one  of  the  very  first  to  apply  for  a 
charter,  and  the  First  National  Bank  of  Sandusky  was  in  reality  the 
third  bank  chartered  under  that  act,  though  its  official  number  was 
sixteen.  ]Mr.  Moss  became  president  of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  his 
personality  was  one  of  the  chief  assets  of  the  institution  until  the  expira- 
tion of  its  charter  at  the  end  of  twenty  years.  Then  in  1883  he  organ- 
ized the  Moss  National  Bank  of  Sandusky,  and  was  its  president  until 
his  death.  Augustus  II.  Moss  married  Maiy  Esther  Moss,  a  daughter  of 
Rev.  Joseph  and  Mary  Moss,  of  the  same  family.  Reverend  Joseph  having 
been  a  son  of  Josepirand  Mary  (Ailing)  Moss,  already  mentioned  in  the 
Moss  genealog>'.  Augustus  H.  Moss  was  one  of  the  .strong  characters 
in  the  early  life  of  Sandusky.  He  was  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  faith, 
but  because  of  the  fact  that  he  wore  straps  over  his  boots  he  was  expelled 
from  that  church,  which  at  that  time  insisted  strongly  upon  simplicity, 
and  joined  Grace  Episc(i])al  Cliuivli.  in  wliii-h  he  was  a  vestryman  and 
senior  warden  for  many  \cais.  In  pnlitirs  he  acted  and  worked  with 
the  whig  party  until  its  dissolutinii.  and  lici'anie  a  republican  in  the  '50s, 
and  continurd  with  that  party  the  rest  of  his  life.  Of  his  political  career 
it  slninlil  lie  i-crailed  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  convention  which 
noiiiiiiati'd  William  Henry  Harrison  for  the  presidency  in  1840,  the  noble 
old  whig  who  sat  in  the  President's  chair  only  a  few  months.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  trustees  of  Kenyon  College,  and  occupied  a  similar  position 
in  the  blind  asylum  at  Columbus. 

Jay  I.  0.  Moss,  father  of  Augustus  L.,  was  born  in  Sandusky  Novem- 
ber 10,  1838,  and  finished  his  education  at  Kenyon  College.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted,  but  was  rejected  by  the  examining 
surgeon,  though  he  was  none  the  less  of  great  service  to  the  Union 
cause,  sending  two  substitutes  into  the  army  and  also  serving  as  pay- 
master at  Johnson's  Island  until  the  close  of  the  war.  For  this  service 
he  would  accept  no  remuneration.  After  the  war  he  was  in  the  banking 
business  with  his  father,  subsequently  becoming  president  of  the  Moss 
National  Bank,  and  continuing  with  it  until  the  busiiitss  was  lii|uidated. 
He  is  also  remembered  as  one  of  the  promoters  and  \iir  |iiisiilcnts  of 
the  S.  M.  N.  Railway.  J.  0.  Moss  continued  a  resident  of  Sandusky 
until  his  death,  June  27,  1911.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Union  League 
VAuh,  the  Metropolitan  Club  and  the  Lawyers'  Club  of  New  York  City, 
and  had  an  extensive  business  and  personal  relationship  with  prominent 
men  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

Jay  0.  Moss  married  Frances  Lane  Griswold  Boalt.  She  was  l)orii 
in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  October  9,  1838.  Her  father  was  Hon.  Charles 
Leicester  Boalt,  who  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  of  early  colonial 
ancestry.  He  was  well  educated,  took  up  the  profession  of  law,  and 
coming  west,  located  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  as  an  early  settler.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  early  bar,  and  after  being  elected  circuit  judge 
followed  the  custom  of  early  judges,  traveling  about  the  country  attend- 
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iiig  court  in  the  different  county  seats,  and  in  these  trips,  usually  made 
on  hoi'seliack,  was  accompanied  by  the  members  of  the  bar  who  likewise 
practiced  in  all  portions  of  the  district.  Judge  Boalt  was  also  one  of  the 
promoters  of  the  S.  M.  N.  Railroad,  and  was  its  president  until  his 
death.  Judge  Boalt  dealt  extensively  in  lands,  bought  land  warrants 
from  old  soldiers,  and  was  in  many  ways  one  of  the  leading  characters 
in  Northern  Ohio.  Judge  Boalt  married  Eliza  AVrHMllirid^c  Oriswold, 
born  in  Black  Hall,  Connecticut,  who  likewise  reprcscntiMl  ii  |irominent 
family.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Governor  Rnn;er  and  Fannie  (Rogers) 
Griswold,  and  the  granddaughter  of  CiivcriKir  :\I;itliew  and  Ursula  (Wol- 
cott)  Griswold.  Mrs.  Jay  0.  Moss  died  at  New  York.  N.  Y..  ]\Iareh  24, 
1907.  She  was  a  leader  in  social  circles  in  Sainluskx-,  and  iircsidcnt  of  the 
Sandusky  Library  Association,  and  through  Ihi-  |His(mal  ac(|uaintance 
with  Mr.  Carnegie,  made  an  appeal  to  that  tinanrin'  for  the  donation  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  Mr.  Carnegie  gave  to  Sandusky  on  unusu- 
ally favorable  terms.  Mrs.  Moss  reared  two  children.  The  only  daughter, 
Cornelia  Emily,  married  G.  Hunter  Brown,  and  their  one  daughter  is 
named  TTrsula  Wolcott  Brown. 

Ausrustus  L.  Moss  had  the  advantages  of  being  reared  in  a  home 
of  culture  and  wealth.  As  a  boy  he  attended  school  at  Gratz,  Austria, 
two  and  one-half  yeai-s  and  also  St.  Paul 'si  Preparatni-y  Schnnl  at  Con- 
cord, New  Hampshire.  He  was  a  student  in  Yale  University  until  ill 
health  compelled  him  to  abandon  his  studies.  After  a  year  of  rest  and 
recuperation  abroad,  he  went  into  the  bank  with  his  father,  and  was 
assistant  cashier  of  the  Moss  National  Bank.  At  the  present  time  Mr. 
Moss  lives  retired,  looking  after  his  private  interests. 

He  was  married  January  27,  1891,  to  Caroline  Babcock  Curtis.  She 
was  born  at  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  a  daughter  of  Myron  Bradley 
Curtis.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Moss  had  one  son,  named  Wolcott  Griswold  Moss, 
who  died  at  Lyme,  Connecticut,  August  3,  1915. 

Mr.  Moss  is  affiliated  with  Science  Lodge  No.  50,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. : 
Sandusky  Chapter  No.  72,  R.  A.  j\I.  ;  Sandusky  City  Council  No.  36, 
R.  &  S.  M. ;  Erie  Commandery  No.  23,  K.  T. ;  the  Ohio  Consistory  of 
Scottish  Rite  at  Cincinnati  and  AI  Koran  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Metropolitan  Club  of  New 
York  City.  lie  and  his  family  worship  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  are 
residents  of  old  Lyme,  Connecticut. 

WiLLi.ui  Hamilton  Jefferson,  who  died  on  the  ancestral  farmstead 
which  was  the  place  of  his  nativity,  was  a  scion  of  one  of  the  staunchest 
pioneer  families  of  Erie  County,  within  whose  gracious  borders  he  passed 
the  ma.ior  portion  of  his  long  and  useful  life — a  man  of  fine  intellectual- 
ity, of  inviolable  rectitude  and  integrity  and  of  the  faith  and  exalted 
ideals  that  make  for  faithfulness  and  usefulness  in  the  varied  relations 
of  life.  Both  the  Jefferson  and  Hamilton  families,  of  which  he  was  a 
scion,  have  been  long  established  in  America,  both  have  stood  exponent 
of  superior  mentality  and  sterling  integrity  as  one  generation  has  fol- 
lowed another  on  to  the  stage  of  life,  and  three  generations  of  the  Jeffer- 
son familv  have  been  prominent  and  honored  factors  in  connection  with 
the  social"  and  industrial  affairs  of  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  the  name  has 
been  one  of  much  prominence  in  connection  with  civic  and  material 
development  and  progress  in  this  favored  section  of  the  Buckeye  State. 

In  the  pioneer  log  cabin  home  of  his  parents,  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  that  had  been  purchased  by  his  father  in  1834,  in  the  southeast 
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corner  of  Berlin  Township,  Erie  Oouuty,  Ohio,  William  Hamilton  Jef- 
ferson was  born  on  the  lUth  of  August,  1836,  and  his  death  occurred  on 
the  17th  of  November,  1910,  on  the  same  estate.  David  C.  Jefferson,  one 
of  the  tirst  owners  of  this  farm,  was  born  in  Rochester,  Windsor  County, 
Vei-mont,  on  the  26th  of  June,  19U5,  and  died  at  Norwalk,  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  on  the  26tli  of  May,  1890. 

David  C.  Jefterson  was  a  son  of  Jacob  Jeffei'sou,  who  was  born  in 
Vermont,  between  the  years  1770  and  1775,  and  who  passed  his  entire 
life  in  the  old  Green  Mountain  State,  his  vocation  having  been  that  of 
farming  and  his  death  having  occurred  when  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life. 
He  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  a  large  family  of  children,  and 
David  C.  was  not  yet  of  adult  age  at  the  time  of  his  parents'  death.  A 
comparatively  well  authenticated  family  tradition  is  that  two  Jeffei-sou 
brothers  came  from  England  to  America  in  the  early  colonial  period  of 
our  national  history,  one  of  them  settling  in  New  England  and  the  other 
in  the  South.  From  this  New  England  progenitor  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  is  descended,  and  tradition  goes  farther  to  put  forth  the  state- 
ment that  from  the  brother  who  settled  in  the  South  was  descended 
Thomas  Jefferson,  the  distinguished  Virginian  who  was  the  second  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  state  David  C.  Jefferson  acquired  his 
early  etlucation,  and  as  a  youth  he  was  bound  out  or  indentured  to  learn 
tile  trade  of  blacksmith.  His  dislike  for  this  vocation  or  for  his  instructor 
and  virtual  master  was  such  that  he  ran  away  from  his  native  town  and 
proceeded  to  Middlebury,  Addison  County,  Vermont,  where  he  not  only 
found  employment  but  also  an  opportunity  to  attend  a  well  ordei'ed 
select  school.  He  made  good  use  of  the  educational  advantages  thus 
afforded  him,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  later  became  specially  suc- 
cessful as  a  teacher.  At  Middlebury  he  met  and  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Hamilton,  who  was  born  at  that  place  in  1812,  a  member  of  a  family 
whose  name  had  been  one  of  prominence  in  that  locality  for  generations, 
as  shown  today  by  many  duly  marked  graves  in  which  repose  the  mortal 
remains  of  her  ancestors.  Her  father  was  a  local  magistrate  and  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizen,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  or  family 
name  was  Walker,  was  a  representative  of  another  old  and  honored 
family  of  that  section  of  the  Green  Mountain  State. 

In  1834  David  C.  Jefferson  set  out  to  establish  a  home  in  the  semi- 
wilderness  of  Ohio,  the  current  of  immigration  to  the  West  being  then 
at  full  tide.  Proceeding  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  he  thence  came  by  stage 
and  other  conveyances  to  the  home  of  Mrs.  Jefferson's  uncle,  Hari-y 
Walker,  who  had  established  his  residence  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  at  a 
point  east  of  the  present  Berlin  Heights  and  west  of  Florence,  in  Ber- 
lin Township.  Immediately  impressed  with  the  advantages  and  pos- 
sibilities of  this  section,  Mr.  Jefferson  decided  to  establish  his  perma- 
nent home,  and  after  an  interval  of  about  six  months  he  sent  for  his  wife 
and  infant  son  George,  who  joined  him.  His  original  purchase  of  land 
was  a  tract  of  somewhat  more  than  ninety  acres,  in  tiie  southeast  corner 
of  Berlin  Town.ship,  but  little  improvement  having  been  made  on  the 
place  other  than  the  erection  of  the  diminutive  log  house  in  which  he 
and  his  wift;  established  their  modest  home.  Later  he  erected  on  the 
place  a  more  commodious  and  i)retentious  farm  dwelling,  and  in  1852 
he  built  a  substantial  stone  and  mortar  house  which  was  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  imposing  homesteads  of  the  locality  and  which  still  stands  in  a 
state  of  admirahle  preservation,  time's  disintegrating  effects  having  left 
it  practically  untouched.  The  house  has  ten  large  rooms,  it  has  been 
kept  up  to  advancing  standards  in  modern  improvements  and  still 
remains  one  of  the  mndel  and  attractivi>  rural  homes  of  Erie  County, 
this  i)Imit.  emlcai'cd  to  him  li\-  many  hallowed  iiiemoi'ies  and  associations 
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of  the  past,  having  been  that  in  which  tlie  honored  subject  of  this  memoir 
passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life.  David  C.  Jefferson,  jjutting  forth 
admirable  energy  and  mature  judgment,  ultimately  improved  and  devel- 
oped one  of  tlie  fine  farms  of  this  sections  of  the  state,  and  he  became 
specially  well  known  as  a  successful  stock-gi-ower.  He  introduced  the 
JMerino  slieep  in  Erie  County  and  had  become  one  of  the  leading  lirecd- 
ers  of  the  same  in  Northern  Ohio  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  He  was  essen- 
tially a  man  of  energy  and  progressiveness  and  his  sterling  traits  of 
character,  as  combined  with  his  strong  mentality  and  civic  liberality, 
well  equipped  him  for  leadership  in  popular  thovight  and  action,  the 
while  he  commanded  the  unqualified  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  For 
several  years  after  he  had  established  his  home  on  his  pioneer  farm  he 
devoted  his  attention  to  teaching  in  local  schools  during  the  wintM' 
months,  and  among  his  pupils — his  loyal  friends  in  later  years — were 
such  distinguished  officers  of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war  as  Col.  Seth 
Barber  and  Col.  Nathan  G.  Sherman,  both  of  whom  were  from  Huron 
County.  Mr.  Jefferson  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  activities  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance,  was  an  ardent  abolitionist  during  the  climacteric 
period  leading  up  to  the  Civil  war,  and  his  home  was  a  "station"  on 
the  historic  " Undergi'ound  Railroad,"  through  the  medium  of  which  so 
many  slaves  were  assisted  in  gaining  their  freedom.  In  politics  he  was 
originally  a  whig,  but  he  united  with  the  republican  party  at  the  time 
of  its  organization  and  ever  afterward  continued  a  staunch  supporter  of 
its  cause.  His  devoted  wife  passed  to  the  life  etei-nal  in  Novembei-,  1880, 
and  he  died  in  the  City  of  Norwalk,  Huron  County,  not  far  distant  from 
his  old  homestead,  on  the  26th  of  Maj',  1890,  as  noted  in  a  preceding 
paragraph.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  but  eventually  they  became  members  of  the  Ad- 
ventist  Church,  with  which  they  continued  to  be  actively  identified  dur- 
ing the  residue  of  their  lives.  Concerning  their  children  brief  record 
is  given  in  the  following  paragraph: 

George,  the  only  one  of  the  number  born  prior  to  the  immigration 
to  Ohio,  wa,s  an  infant  at  the  time  of  the  removal  from  Vermont  to  Erie 
County,  and  here  he  died  in  childhood.  William  Hamilton,  to  whom 
this  memoir  is  dedicated,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  Wilbur  Fiske 
was  bnrn  ;iii(]  rciiri-d  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Berlin  Township,  was 
afforded  i;iin,|  (  (liK  iitional  advantages  and  became  a  successful  teacher 
in  the  i)iililh  si  IkkiIs.  and  he  was  an  honored  citizen  of  Norwalk,  Hiirou 
('nuiitx.  ,it  llii'  time  of  his  death,  in  1905.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Arnet, 
\\  lid  siir\  i\  1(1  liim  about  three  years.  One  son  and  one  daughter  survive. 
I);i\i(l  i;\(iton,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  the  City  of  Toledo,  was  a 
gallant  soldier  of  the  Union  in  flu-  Civil  war.  in  which  he  served  as  a 
member  of  Company  C,  Fit'ty-liftli  <  Hiio  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  par- 
ticipated in  many  important  i'iit;a.uviiirnts,  including  the  first  Battle  of 
Bull  Run  and  the  Battle  of  Chancellorsville,  in  which  latter  engagement 
he  received  a  severe  wound.  After  I'ecuperation  he  took  part  in  the 
ever  memorable  Battle  of  Gettysburg  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  enlistment  he  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran,  his  service  in  the  ranks  thus 
continuing  until  the  close  of  the  great  conflict  through  w'hich  the  integ- 
rity of  the  nation  was  preserved.  He  and  his  wife  have  no  children 
except  an  adopted  daughter.  George,  the  second  of  the  name,  likewise 
enlisted  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union  and  died  of  illness  while  with  his  regi- 
ment at  Grafton,  Virginia,  in  1862.  when  about  twenty  years  of  age. 
Ida,  who  was  never  married,  maintains  her  home  in  the  City  of  Norwalk. 
Huron  County. 

William  Hamilton  Jefferson  early  began  to  aid  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm  which  was  the  place  of  liis  birth,  and  under  this  sturdy  dis- 
cipline he  learned  the  lessons  of  practical  industry,  the  Avhile  he  wnxed 
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strong:  in  mind  and  |iliysi.|iir.  his  preliminary  education  having  been 
ac(|uircd  in  the  piomrr  sclmnls  of  the  locality  and  this  having  been  sup- 
plemented by  an  elViM-tu  i-  .nurse  of  study  in  Oberlin  College,  lie  was 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State  of  .Mi^snuii  at  the 
inception  of  the  Civil  war,  and  both  he  and  his  brutli.  r  Willi, ■!•,  who 
was  likewise  teaching  there,  became  unwelcome  residents  of  .Missouri 
when  the  animosities  of  sectional  order  heightened  in  that  State,  so  that 
they  were  compelled  to  make  their  escape  to  Ohio.  For  several  years 
after  his  return  to  Ohio,  William  II.  Jefferson  continued  his  services  as 
a.  successful  and  jjopular  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and  he  then  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  near  the  City  of  Toledo,  where  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  jMirsuits  about  two  years.  He  then  sold  his  farm 
and  jiuivliased  anotlier.  in  Tnwiiseiid  Township,  Hui'on  County,  where 
he  I'eiiiaincl  li\c  yeais  nnd  w^is  Miecssful  in  his  endeavors.  At  the  ex- 
])iratiiin  of  this  pend.l  be  s(il,l  his  pi'dpeity  in  Huron  County  and  pur- 
chased the  old  homestead  farm  on  which  he  was  born,  this  fine  place 
having  continued  his  abiding  place  during  the  major  part  of  his  life 
thereafter,  though  he  was  for  eight  years  a  resident  of  Xorwalk,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  Upon  his  return  to  the 
old  homestead  he  directed  his  attention  to  its  supervision,  and  here  he 
continued  to  reside,  secure  in  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  who 
knew  him,  until  his  death,  at  the  venerable  age  nf  se\,  iit,\ -six  years. 
Mr.  Jefferson  made  his  life  count  for  good  in  its  e\ei\  k  Lition,  was 
a  progressive  and  successful  business  man,  a  progressi\i'  ai:iieulturist 
and  stock-grower  and  a  libei-al  and  |)ublie-spii'ited  citizen.  Though  he 
was  a  stalwart,  and  effeetive  advcnaie  of  the  cause  of  the  republican 
party  he  had  no  desire  for  pnlitieal  (iftiee,  tliouiih  his  civic  loyalty  and 
continued  interest  in  educational  affairs  caused  him  to  consent  to  serve 
as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district,  a  position  in  which  he 
did  much  to  further  the  advancing  of  local  standards  of  school  work. 

At  the  home  of  the  lii'i,]e's  parents,  in  Berlin  Township,  this  county, 
on  the  6th  of  .\ii\eiiilHr.  isiil.  w^is  suhninized  the  marriage  of  William  H. 
Jefferson  to  Miss  Adelia  Spm-e.  wIki  was  born  in  Albany  County,  New 
York,  on  the  ISth  of  Januaiy.  18:57.  and  who  was  fifteen  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  the  family  i-emoval  to  Berlin  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
she  having  been  afforded  the  advantages  of  Oberlin  College  and  having 
been  a  successful  teaehei-  iii'iiir  til  liei'  iiiiirri.itiv,  several  cif  her  sisters  also 
having  been  pcipul.-ii-  re|iresi  ntai  i\e^  df  rlir  |ie,|^ionuic  jpiofession  in  this 
section  of  tlie  I'.m-keye  Slate.  Alls.  .lerfeiM,!!  is  ;i  daueliter  of  David 
and  Lucy  (Pratt)  Spore,  both  of  wlimn  were  born  in  the  Hudson  River 
Valley  of  New  York,  William  Spei.-.  tiithei-  of  David,  having  been  a 
native  of  Holland  and  having  been  a  resident  of  Albany  County,  New 
York,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Davitl  Spore  was  born  in  Albany  County, 
about  the  year  1800,  and  there  was  solemnized  his  marriage  to  iliss  Lucy 
Pratt,  their  removal  to  Erie  Coimty,  Ohio,  having  occurred  in  ]8o2.  in 
which  year  they  settled  in  Berlin  Township.  j\lr.  Spore  was  a  stone- 
cutter l)y  trade  and  aided  in  the  consti'uction  of  the  fine  old  Jefil'erson 
homestead  which  has  already  been  described  in  this  context.  He  died 
about  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  and  his  noble  wife  survivetl  him  by  many 
years,  she  having  been  summoned  to  eternal  rest  about  the  year  1897. 
IMrs.  Spore  was  a  devout  Christian  worker,  especially  in  the  Sunday 
School  and  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war  she  did  effective  service  as  one  of  the  devoted  women  who  aided 
the  soldiers  and  their  families  in  every  possible  way.  She  was  revered 
by  all  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  her  gentle  and  gracious  influence, 
and  in  the  lati'r  yeai-s  of  liei-  life  w'as  widely  and  familiarly  known  as 
"Aunt  Lucv. " 

William' II.  and  Adelia  (Spore)  Jefferson  beeanu'  the  parents  of  the 
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children  eoneerniiig  whom  brief  mention  is  made  in  the  following  para- 
graph, the  devoted  mother,  who  receives  from  all  of  the  children  the 
deepest  filial  solicitude,  still  remaining  on  the  old  homestead  place  in 
Berlin  Township. 

Miss  ilary  L.  Jefferson,  who  maintains  her  residence  at  Norwalk, 
Huron  County,  has  well  maintained  the  ancestral  prestige  of  the  name 
through  her  effective  services  as  an  able  and  popular  representative  of 
the  pedagogic  profession.  She  was  born  and  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead and  after  her  graduation  in  the  Norwalk  High  School  she  ampli- 
fied her  education,  as  she  became  a  student  in  the  great  University  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  later  was  a  student  in  the  equally  cele- 
brated University  of  Chicago.  For  the  past  twenty  years  she  has  been 
one  of  the  honored  and  valued  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  Norwalk, 
where  she  has  served  as  principal  of  the  grade  schools  and  where  she  is 
now  a  successful  teacher  in  the  high  school.  She  is  an  enthusiast  in  her 
work,  is  actively  identified  with  the  Northwestern  Ohio  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  a  popular  figure  in  educational  and  social  circles  in  her 
home  city.  George  Jeft'erson  is  president  of  the  Jefferson  Hardware 
Company,  at  Norwalk,  and  is  one  of  the  reiirisi>iit:iti\i>  luisinrss  men  and 
influential  citizens  of  this  city.  He  wedded  Aliss  Is^iImI  him.-ir  and  they 
iiavc  two  children — Grace  E.,  who  is  a  stuilrnt  i  liil.'i )  in  Dfiiiiison  Uni- 
vcisity.  ,iiid  Howard,  who  is  attending  the  Norwalk  High  School.  David 
Spdii'  .lit1ri>(in.  who  is  a  bachelor,  is  secretary  of  the  Jefferson  Hard- 
waii-  Cdiiipany.  at  Norwalk.  William  L.,  who  remains  with  his  widowed 
mother  on  the  old  iKiiiifstciid  Ini'iii.  is  upholding  the  honors  of  the  family 
in  the  domain  of  siicrrssful  auriiiilturi'  ;ind  stock-growing,  and  his  nanic 
is  .still  enrolled  on  tlic  list  of  rlitiililr  li;i(lirl(irs  in  his  native  county.  Ethel 
.Irliris,:!,  w.is  graduated  in  flic  Xoiw^ik  lli-li  Srhool  and  in  Buchfel  Col- 
Icuv,  ail  institution  now  knoA\ii  js  tlir  I  niMisii  \-  of  Akron,  and  she  was 
a  iiiijinlar  Iracher  in  the  public  scIidciIs  Inr  suiin'  time  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage to  Harry  Rowell,  their  home  being  now  in  the  City  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  and  their  two  children  being  l\Iarian  Lois  and  William. 

Charles  H.  Rockwell.  The  late  Charles  H.  Rockwell  passed  the 
major  part  of  his  long  and  useful  life  in  Erie  County,  his  parents  having 
here  established  their  residence  when  he  was  a  lad  of  about  seven  years, 
and  here  he  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on  the  25th  of  January, 
1915 — a  man  whose  career  had  been  one  of  large  and  w^orthy  achieve- 
nu^nf  along  normal  lines  of  industrial  and  business  enterprise,  whose 
"strength  was  as  the  number  of  his  days,"  whose  character  was  the  posi- 
tive expression  of  a  strong,  loyal  and  noble  nature,  and  who  left  the 
world  better  for  his  having  lived,  though  his  was  not  a  life  of  self -exploita- 
tion or  marked  by  ambitidii  Inr  |>rominence  or  fame,  he  having  pursued 
the  even  tenor  of  his  wav.  working  for  success  that  was  worthy  of  its 
name,  generous  and  eonsidnatc  in  his  association  Avith  his  fellow-men, 
loyal  and  liberal  as  a  citizen,  and  true  and  steadfast  in  all  the  relations 
and  associations  of  life.  Such  a  man  ever  merits  and  receives  public 
confidence  and  approbation,  and  Erie  County  lost  an  honored  and  valued 
citizen  when  Charles  H.  Rockwell  was  summoned  from  the  stage  of 
life's  mortal  endeavors,  after  having  passed  the  psalmist's  allotted  span 
of  threescore  years  and  ten. 

Mr.  Rockwell  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  on  the 
15th  of  June,  1842,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Wilcox)  Rock- 
well, the  former  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
Connecticut.  As  previously  stated,  the  subject  of  this  inciiMMr  was  a 
l)oy  at  the  time  of  the  faniily  immigration  from  the  old  Kiii]iiiv  State 
toErie  County,  Ohio,  where  settlement  was  made  in  Mihni  Township, 
about  the  year  1849,  when  this  section  of  the  state  was  still  definitely 
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marked  by  the  pioneer  coiulitions  and  influences.  After  several  years 
had  elapsed  tll^  family  removed  to  Swanton,  Henry  County,  hut  within 
a  short  time  they  returned  to  Erie  County  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Oxford  Township,  where  the  father  was  identified  with  agrieultnral  pur- 
suits for  a  long  term  of  years  and  where  the  devoted  wife  and  mother 
passed  the  closing-  period  of  her  life.  After  the  death  of  his  wife.  John 
Rockwell  removed  to  ]\Iilaii  Towusliip,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death. 

The  gi-eater  part  of  the  early  youth  of  Charles  H.  Rockwell  was 
passed  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Oxford  Township,  and  there  he 
was  reared  to  years  of  maturity,  in  the  meanwhile  having  contributed 
materially  to  the  work  of  the  farm  and  hnvins-  iivailed  himself  of  the 
advantages  of  the  local  schools,  his  self-disiiplinr  inid  varied  experiences 
in  later  years  havilig  made  him  a  man  of  ludad  information  and  mature 
judgment.  The  ma.jor  part  of  his  active  eareer  was  one  of  close  and 
successful  identification  with  the  basic  industries  of  agriculture  and 
stock-growing,  and  he  developed  also  a  specially  extensive  and  prosper- 
ous business  as  a  buyer  and  shipper  of  live  stock,  in  which  connection 
he  became  well  and  favoralily  known  thronglinut  Erie  and  adjoining 
counties. 

When  the  Civil  war  was  precipitated  on  the  nation  ilr.  Rockwell 
subordinated  all  other  interests  and  tendered  his  aid  in  the  defense 
of  the  Union,  his  service  having  covered  a  period  of  about  three  years. 
He  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  in  which  lie  received  promotion  from  the  position  of  private 
to  that  of  sergeant.  During  the  greater  part  of  his  service  he  was  as- 
signed or  detailed  to  special  duty,  principally  in  connection  with  the 
affairs  of  the  federal  war  prison  on  Johnson's  Island,  in  Lake  Erie, 
where  his  ability  as  a  penman  and  accountant  made  his  services  speeiall.y 
valuable  at  the  official  hond(|unrters. 

Mr.  Kockwell  aluii.xs  lmv.  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  and 
lie  manifested  his  aliidiiiji-  inlri'est  in  his  old  comrades  of  the  Civil  war 
l)y  his  affiliation  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  which  he 
was  a  popular  member  of  the  post  in  the  City  of  Sandusky.  For  tweut.v 
years  prior  to  their  removal  to  the  home  where  he  died,  in  Perkins 
Township,  Mr.  Rockwell  and  his  wife  had  resided  on  a  farm  in  Oxford 
Township,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  maintained  his 
residence  on  his  finely  improved  farm  in  Perkins  Township,  near  the 
City  of  Sandusky,  where  his  widow  still  resides.  The  domestic  life  of 
Mr.  Rockwell  was  one  of  ideal  order,  and  he  found  his  chief  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  in  the  associations  of  his  home,  with  the  eompanionsiiip  of 
his  cultured  wife.  There  can  be  no  wish  to  lift  the  veil  that  guards 
the  sanctuary  of  such  a  home  but  it  is  but  consistent  that  this  memorial 
tribute  give  certain  data  concerning  the  marriage  of  Jlr.  Rockwell  and 
concerning  the  devoted  wife  who  finds  her  chief  consolation  and  eom- 
l)ensation  in  the  memories  of  their  long  and  happy  companionship,  now 
that  he  has  passed  onward  to  "that  undiscovered  country  from  whose 
bourne  no  ti'aveler  returns." 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1868,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Rockwell  to  Miss  Ellen  !{.  Bartow,  who  was  born  in  Jlilan  Town- 
ship, this  county,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Allen  and  Ellen  E.  (Bron- 
son)  Bartow,  the  former  of  whom  likewise  was  born  and  reared  in  this 
county  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  New 
York.  Allen  Bartow  was  a  son  of  Jonah  Bartow,  who  was  a  valiant 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  whose  father  was  a  patriot  soldier  in  the 
(lontinental  Line  in  the  War  of  the  Revohition,  so  that  Mrs.  Rockwell 
is  eligible  for  meinbersliip  in  the  Society  of  tlie  Daughters  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution.     Hannah   (Allen)   Bartow,  wifi'  of  Jonah  liartow.  was 
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a  grand-niece  of  that  historic  revolutionary  patriot,  Ethan  Allen.  After 
his  marriage,  Allen  Bartow  continued  his  residence  in  Milan  Township 
until  the  close  of  his  life — a  prosperous  farmer,  a  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  an  honored  and  influential  representative  of  one  of 
the  prominent  pioneer  families  of  Erie  County.  Prior  to  his  marriage 
he  had  resided  for  several  years  in  Wood  County.  He  was  influential  in 
public  affairs  of  a  local  order  and  served  for  a  number  of  terms  in  the 
office  of  township  trustee.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the  repub- 
lican party  and  his  wife  was  a  zealous  member  of  the  Universalist 
Clnirch.  He  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  and 
liis  wife  passed  to  eternal  rest  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Concerning 
their  surviving  children,  the  following  brief  record  is  given :  Mrs. 
Rocliwell  is  tile  eldest  of  the  number ;  Allen  A.  is  now  a  resident  of  the 
City  of  Seattle.  Washington;  Alice  B.  is  the  widow  of  John  VonEmon 
and  maintains  her  home  in  the  beautiful  Citj'  of  Pasadena,  California; 
and  Winfield  B.  is  a  resident  of  Milan. 

The  motlier  of  ]\Irs.  Rockwell  was  a  woman  of  gentle  personality  and 
of  fine  iiitrllirtuality.  She  had  much  literary  ability,  and  through  her 
admirable  |i(i.tir;il  writings  achieved  local  fame,  besides  which  her  abil- 
ity in  this  line  <iaincd  to  her  further  recognition,  in  that  her  name  was 
consistently  incorporated,  with  incidental  biographical  data,  in  a  pnb- 
li.slied  volume  entitled  "The  Poets  of  America."  She  received  excellent 
educational  advantages  in  her  youth  and  continued  throughout  her  beau- 
tiful life  a  deep  and  appreciative  student  of  the  best  in  literature,  so 
that  her  influence  was  a  veritable  benediction  resting  upon  all  who  came 
witliin  its  compass.  Her  fathei*,  James  Bronson,  was  a  local  clergyman 
of  the  Universalist  Church,  and  was  one  of  its  revered  pioneer  ministers 
in  Wood  County,  this  state,  where  he  organized  the  Universalist  Society 
and  eft'ected  the  erection  of  a  modest  church  edifice  in  the  Village  of 
Eagleville. 

Mrs.  Rockwell  has  inherited  much  of  the  literary  appreciation  and 
aliility  of  her  revered  mother,  and  is  a  woman  of  most  distinctive  culture. 
She  a<'(iuired  her  early  education  in  the  schools  of  her  native  township, 
iiiclnding  the  higli  school  at  Milan,  where  also  she  was  a  student  in  the 
normal  school  that  was  there  maintained  during  her  girlhood.  She  put 
her  scholastic  attainments  to  practical  test  when  she  was  a  .young 
woman,  by  entering  the  pedagogic  profession,  as  a  representative  of 
which  she  taught  two  terms  in  the  schools  of  Milan  Township.  She  is 
now  president  of  the  I^nsi-n  Union,  a  branch  of  the  Erie  County  Wom- 
an's Christian  Temperanee  Union,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth 
Century  Club,  a  te}ii<si'iitative  literary  and  social  organization  in  the 
City  of  Sandusky.  She  is  a  close  student  of  the  principles  and  precepts 
of  Christian  Science  and  is  prominent  in  and  attends  the  First  Church 
of  Christ,  Scientist,  in  the  City  of  Sandusky. 

August  Hemingee.  This  publication  exercises  one  of' its  most  impor- 
tant functions  in  according  specific  recognition  to  so  large  a  percentage 
of  the  representative  agriculturists  who  are  ably  upholding  the  prestige 
of  the  noble  art  of  husbandry  in  Erie  County,  and  to  such  consideration 
Mr.  Heminger  is  well  entitled,  for  he  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  pro- 
gressive farmers  and  stock-growers  of  Perkins  Tnwnsliip  and  is  a  loyal 
and  public-spirited  citizen  who  has  secure  plare  in  popular  confidence 
and  good  will.  He  has  owned  and  operated  his  present  well-improved 
farm  in  Perkins  Township  since  1895,  and  the  place  is  eligibly  situated 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Village  of  Bogart. 

Of  the  staunchest  of  German  lineage,  Mr.  Heminger  claims  the  old 
Buckeye  State  as  the  place  of  his  nativity,  as  he  was  born  in  Ottawa 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  14th  of  October,  1855,  a  son  of  Frederick  and 
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Catherine  (Holt)  Heminger.  The  parents  were  born  and  reared  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  where  their  marriage  was  solemn- 
ized and  where  their  first  two  children  were  born.  In  1850  they  iinmi- 
gi-ated  to  America,  the  voyage  having  been  made  on  one  of  the  sailing 
vessels  of  the  type  common  to  that  day,  and  soon  after  their  arrival  in 
the  United  States  they  came  to  Ohio  and  established  their  home  on  a 
pioneer  farm  near  Oak  Harbor,  Ottawa  County,  where  they  passed  the 
residue  of  their  lives  and  where  prosperity  and  independence  crowned 
their  earnest  and  industrious  efforts,  the  father  having  passed  away 
in  18SS  and  tho  inotlior  linviup:  snr\'ivoi1  liim  by  several  years. 

AiiLiM'-l  lli-iiiiimvr.  the  iiiiMirdiair  siilij'M-t  of  this  review,  was  reared 
to  thf  >Uii(ly  diM-iplinc  (if  the  nid  Ikhih'  fiirm,  and  there  gained  in  his 
youth  an  aludiiig  apprciini  imi  (if  ilie  dignity  and  value  of  honest  toil 
and  endeavor,  tlic  ix|i(ririic,'  licing  such  as  to  fortify  him  admirably  for 
the  duties  and  rcsiMinsilnliiics  that  have  devolved  upon  him  in  later 
years.  His  educational  advantages  were  those  afforded  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  county,  where  he  continued  his  identification  with  agricul- 
tui-al  pursuits  until  1875,  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  made  his 
first  sojourn  in  Erie  County.  Here  he  remained  only  a  few  months  and 
then  returned  to  Ottawa  County,  but  the  spring  of  the  following  year, 
1876,  found  him  again  in  Erie  County,  where  he  established  his  resi- 
dence in  the  Village  of  Bogart.  He  had  previously  served  a  thorough 
apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  and  after  locating  at  Bogart 
he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Siegel  &  Heminger,  which  there  built 
up  a  prosperous  blaeksmithing  business.  "With  this  line  of  enterprise 
he  continued  to  be  actively  identified  for  a  period  of  about  twelve  years 
after  coming  to  Erie  county,  and  he  finally  turned  his  attention  once 
more  to  the  great  basic  industry  of  agriculture,  of  which  he  has  become 
one  of  the  prominent  and  surcssliil  representatives  in  this  county.  In 
Perkins  Township  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  and  well-improved 
lauded  estate  of  238  acres,  liis  homestead  place  comprising  fifty  acres, 
lie  has  achieved  prosperity  and  commendable  advancement  entirely 
lliiongh  Ins  own  ability  and  well-directed  endeavors,  and  as  a  farmer  and 
stock-grower  he  exemplifies  the  utmost  progressiveness,  the  while  he  is 
signally  loyal  and  public  spirited  in  his  civic  attitude  and  his  vital 
interest  in'^the  general  welfare  of  the  community  shows  that  he  fully 
appreciates  the  responsibilities  whi.  h  pergonal  success  imposes.  He  is 
a  democrat,  but  in  local  affairs  gi\ -s  Ids  sii|>port  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures meeting  the  approval  of  his  .jiid-iii.iit,  irrespective  of  strict  partisan 
lines.  He  and  his  wife  are  zealous  communicants  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  in  their  home  community  their  circle  of  friends  is  limited 
only  by  that  of  their  accpiaintauces. 

At' the  age  of  twenty-six  years  Mr.  Heminger  took  unto  himself  a 
wife,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary  Boos,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Huron  Township,  this  county,  and  whose  father,  the  late  George  Boos, 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  and  honored  citizens  of  that  township,  where 
lie  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  until  their  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Heminger  have  six  children,  namely :  August,  Jr.,  Amy,  George.  Carl, 
William  and  Elsie. 

Henry  E.  Browx.  Castalia  has  been  the  home  of  :\lr.  Brown  and 
fanuly  since  1908.  Though  a  native  of  Germany,  Ihe  greater  jiart  of 
his  active  career  has  been  spent  in  Northern  Ohio,  and  he  has  exempli- 
fied manv  of  those  fine  qualities  which  are  commonly  associated  with 
the  Gernian  people.  He  has  been  able  to  realize  many  of  the  substantud 
ambitions  of  his  youth,  and  aside  from  what  he  has  accumulated  ni  a 
material  way,  it  is  a  matter  oE  satisfaction  that  his  friends  and  neighbors 
have  been  always  able  to  relv  implicitly  upon  his  absolute  integrity  and 
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his  public-spirited  co-operation  with  movements  directed  toward  the 
public  welfare. 

A  native  of  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  Henry  E.  Brown  was  liorn 
February  12,  1849,  a  soil  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Brown.  His  parents 
were  respected  and  hard-working  people  of  Hesse-Cassel.  Up  to  his  sev- 
enteenth year  he  lived  in  the  old  country,  and  then  set  out  for  America. 
A  sailing  vessel  brought  him  to  these  shores  from  Bremen,  and  he  was 
seven  weeks  on  the  voyage  to  New  York  City.  He  came  on  direct  to 
Erie  County,  and  for  a  number  of  years  identified  himself  actively  with 
farming,  at  first  in  the  employ  of  others,  and  later  for  himself.  For 
three  years  he  operated  a  sawmill.  Most  of  his  farming  enterprise  was 
carried  on  in  Sandusky  County,  in  Townsend  Township,  and  from  there 
he  moved  to  Castalia  abmit  lidit  ycai's  ago.  While  a  boy  in  Germany 
he  attended  the  publii-  srlmols.  ;iihI  :iiM|uired  some  English  education 
after  coming  to  Erie  County  liy  iittciidiiig  the  local  schools  as  opportu- 
nity offered,  for  four  winters. 

On  December  4,  1878,  Mr.  Brown  married  Eva  L.  German,  a  native 
of  Erie  County,  born  in  Margaretta  Township,  December  10,  1856. 
Mrs.  Brown  is  a  member  of  a  well-known  family  of  Northern  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Lydia  A.  (Howe)  German,  the  former  a  native 
of  Steuben  County  and  the  latter  of  Otsego  County,  New  York.  The 
father  of  Henry  German  was  a  IMassachusetts  Yankee,  and  the  original 
ancestors  were  Scotch  and  French.  Henry  German  came  to  Margaretta 
Township  when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  from  New  York  State,  being 
in  company  with  his  widowed  mother  and  with  other  imiubcis  nf  the 

family  who  comprised  in  all  thirteen  individuals.    They  uunlc  si  itlr nt 

in  Margaretta  Township,  where  Henry  German  became  onr  nf  thr  sub- 
stantial farmers,  and  in  his  younger  years  was  a  sawmill  man.  He  died 
in  lOOl).  He  was  a  republican  in  polities,  and  a  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary .iudgment  and  knowledge.  He  had  always  been  a  great  reader,  and 
profited  not  only  from  books,  but  by  his  observation  and  dealing  with 
men.  Margaretta  Township  lost  one  of  its  most  highly  respected  and 
substantial  citizens  in  the  death  of  Henry  German.  He  was  quiet  and 
unassuming  in  disposition,  had  an  even  temper,  but  was  always  ready 
to  work  for  anything  that  would  help  the  homes  and  institutions  of  his 
locality.  His  wife  died  in  1898,  in  Townsend  Township  of  Sandusky 
County.  Henry  German  had  a  special  reputation  in  Erie  and  Sandusky 
counties  as  an  expert  in  fruit  growing.  For  eleven  years  he  served  as 
.superintendent  for  the  Ed  Marsh  &  Company  at  the  gypsum  plant  at 
Plaster  Bed,  in  Ottawa  County,  and  not  only  had  the  supervision  of 
the  gypsum  works,  but  also  over  the  fruit  farm  conducted  in  connection 
therewith.  This  experience  gave  him  his  valuable  and  expert  knowledge 
of  fruit  growing. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  both  attendants  at  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Castalia,  and  take  an  active  part  in  social  affairs  in  that 
community.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  whenever  men- 
tioned his"  name  suggests  the  qualities  of  honest  w^orth  and  ability. 

John  J.  Neill.  The  Neill  farm  out  in  Margaretta  Township  has  for 
a  number  of  years  been  known  as  one  of  the  principal  sources  of  the  fine 
sheep  that  are  produced  by  Erie  County.  While  a  practical  farmer  and 
stockman,  John  J.  Neill  has  also  identified  himself  closely  with  com- 
munity life,  has  done  a  great  deal  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  local 
schools  in  his  home  tow^iship,  and.  has  been  almost  equally  active  in 
church  affairs. 

He  belongs  to  the  third  generation  of  the  Neill  family  in  Erie  County. 
The  people  of  this  name  have  always  been  extensive  owners  of  land,  and 
at  different  times  their  names  have  appeared  in  connection  with  impor- 
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tant  local  offices  and  alwaj's  as  friends  and  supporters  of  local  institu- 
tions and  general  improvement  and  uplift.  John  J.  Neill  was  born  on 
the  farm  where  he  still  lives  in  Jlargaretta  Township,  December  28, 
1863,  a  son  of  William  H.  ;iii.l  (  Mtli.Tinc  i  Sluldon)  Neill.  Thomas  Neill, 
the  grandfather,  was  a  pidm-'M-  srttli  r  in  Kr'w  County,  lived  for  a  short 
time  in  Sandusky,  but  subsci|uciitiy  si-tllcd  in  Margaretta  Township, 
where  at  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of  moi-e  than  1,300  acres  of  land, 
one  of  the  most  extensive  tracts  under  one  ownership  in  the  county. 
He  spent  his  life  activelj'  and  usefully  in  that  township  and  died  there. 
The  Neill  family  is  of  Scotch-Irisli  extraction.  The  late  William  H. 
Neill,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  during  the  '20s,  was  brouglit  to  Erie 
County  when  a  child,  and  was  married  here  to  Miss  Sheldon,  who  was 
a  native  of  Sandusky,  her  father  having  been  one  of  the  early  commis- 
sion merchants  of  that  city  and  at  one  time  the  owner  of  Johnson's 
Island  in  Lake  Erie.  William  H.  Neill  died  in  1910,  when  in  his  eighty- 
fourth  year.  He  grew  up  in  Erie  County,  and  gained  a  reputation 
for  successful  farming  enterprise.  He  had  served  as  trustee  of  Mar- 
garetta Township  and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Grace  Episcopal 
Church  ill  Sandusky.  It  was  William  H.  Neill  who  laid  the  foundation 
for  the  slhcp  business  which  has  long  been  associated  witli  the  name  in 
Erie  ('(Jimty.  l"or  many  years  he  kept  a  tlock  of  about  250  fine  Merinos, 
and  combined  this  with  the  management  of  a  large  farming  estate.  He 
was  in  politics  a  republican.  His  widow  is  still  living,  being  now  in  her 
seventy-fifth  year,  and  a  w^oman  whose  life  has  been  spent  almost  en- 
tirely in  Erie  County  and  with  many  interesting  recollections  of  early 
days.  The  late  William  H.  Neill  was  a  man  of  good  education,  and  long 
enjoyed  the  dignity  and  influence  which  go  with  successful  accomplish- 
ment. He  and  his  w  ife  were  the  parents  of  four  children :  William  S., 
of  Margaretta  Towusliip ;  Sallie  0.,  wife  of  A.  H.  Ransom,  of  Townsend 
Township,  in  Sandusky  County ;  John  J.,  of  Margaretta  Township ;  and 
Thomas,  now  deceased. 

John  J.  Neill  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm,  and  when  only  a  boy 
learned  many  of  the  details  of  agriculture  and  sheep  husbandry.  For 
his  education  he  att('n(b'(l  llic  \tnU\ir  scbnols  of  his  home  township  and  at 
Castalia  and  also  the  Sandusky  lliuli  Schonl,  and  for  one  year  was  a 
.student  in  the  Ohio  Stat.-  I'liivrisitv  at  Columbus.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  spent  liiii''.  moip  y  and  exhaustive  study  on  the  problems 
"connected  with  slu-.!.  Iiiisliaiidry.  He  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  bncl,  is  in  Ohio  of  the  Dickerson  Delaine  Merino  sheep. 
His  fine  farm  .■oiiijifisi  s  125  acres,  and  it  has  all  the  facilities  for  the  suc- 
cessful  liaiidliii'j-  of  liM'  stock. 

On  .Marcli  1,  Isss.  Air.  Neill  married  Harriet  J.  White,  who  was  l)orn 
in  Groton  Township  of  Kv'w  Cotmty,  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  White,  who 
in  his  time  was  a  IradiiiL;-  ritizm  of  (iroton  Township.  To  their  mar- 
riage were  born  a  liii.'  rainil\  of  ten  cliihlfeii :  Ruth,  wdio  is  a  teacher 
of  vocal  musir  at  Saii(liisk\' ;  .Mihlred;  Thomas,  who  graduated  from 
Oberlin  Collruv  with  Ihr  rhiss  of  1915;  Catherine;  Sallie.  now  deceased; 
Marion;  Ellen,  doccascd  ;  Sli.hlon  W.;  Harriet;  and  Owen  C. 

This  sketch  would  not  be  complete  without  some  reference  to  Jlr. 
Neill's  public  services.  For  twenty  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  of  Margaretta  Township  and  a  portion  of  that 
time  was  president  of  the  ])oard.  For  five  years  lie  served  as  a  director 
of  the  Erie  County  Infirmary.  He  is  a  i-epul)lican^  in  polities,  though 
often  voting  and  acting  independently  of  party  ties,  and  lias  always 
worked  to  promote  the  best  ideals  ol'  local  government  and  well-consid- 
ered plans  for  community  .improvement.  For  many  years  he  and  his 
family  have  been  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Castalia. 
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and  for  six  years  hu  served  as  siiperiutendent  of  the  Sunday  School  of 
tlie  i-hureh.  " 

John  Schonhardt.  Lying  ou  the  Veuice  Road,  in  Margaretta  Town- 
ship, is  found  the  thirty-two-aere  fruit  farm  belonging  to  John  Schon- 
hardt, one  of  the  progressive  and  prosperous  agi-iculturists  of  Erie 
County.  Here  are  grown  some  of  the  finest  grapes,  ai^ples  and  peaches 
in  the  state,  for  which  Mr.  Schonhardt  always  finds  a  ready  market,  for 
his  years  of  honorable  dealing  and  fidelity  to  engagements  have  won 
him  an  enviable  reputation  in  business  circles.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  state,  having  been  born  at  Tiffin,  the  county  seat  of  Seneca 
County,  December  8,  1856,  and  is. a  son  of  Anthony  and  Josephine 
Schonhardt,  natives  of  Alsace-Lorraine. 

Anthony  Schonhardt  was  a  young  unmarried  man  at  the  time  he 
came  to  the  LTnited  States,  making  the  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel  which 
.  required  three  months  to  cross  the  ocean.  He  came  almost  at  once  to 
Ohio,  and  among  other  places  lived  at  TifSn  for  a  number  of  years, 
but  in  1864  came  to  Erie  County  and  located  at  Sandusky.  This  city 
continued  to  be  his  home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death 
occurring  diiring  the  '90s,  when  he  was  seventy-eight  years  of  age. 
AVhen  he  came  to  the  T'nitcd  States  JMr.  Schonhardt  was  possessed  of 
neither  capital  nor  inHmnt  i:il  iiii'iids,  but  had  a  full  share  of  energy, 
ambition  and  native  aliilitx  and  llirift,  with  which  he  labored  so  well 
that  lie  was  able  to  pass  his  declining  years  in  the  midst  of  most  com- 
fortable riicmiistances.  In  his  political  views  a  democrat,  he  was  not 
a.  iHiliiiciau.  but  was  a  good  and  public-spirited  citizen,  nevertheless, 
and  a  friend  of  progTess,  education  and  morality. 

John  Schonhardt  continued  to  be  a  resident  of  Tiffin,  his  native 
j)laee,  until  reaching  the  age  of  eight  years,  at  which  time  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Sandusky,  and  which  city  has  continued  to,  be  his 
home  practically  ever  since.  For  several  years  in  his  young  manhood 
lie  followed  the  trade  of  brickmaker,  and  also  for  a  short  time  was  em- 
ployed at  boilermaking,  but  eventually  turned  his  attention  to  agricul- 
tural pur.suits,  in  which  he  has  continued  to  be  engaged  to  the  present 
time.  He  has  all  of  his  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  as 
before  noted  has  specialized  in  the  field  of  frnit-yidwiiii;:  liaviiii;  Iwcuty 
acres  in  grapes,  five  acres  in  peaches  and  a|i|il'-s.  ami  tlic  lialain-i'  of 
the  land  in  general  truck.  He  has  made  a  sii.cisn  oT  ,\riy  dcjiarl  iiiciit 
of  his  operations,  and  is  justly  accounted  one  of  the  skiUed  farmers  of 
his  township.  He  is  independent  in  his  political  views,  endeavoring  to 
support  those  men  and  measures  which  he  believes  will  most  greatl>- 
liencfil  Ills  coiumunity  and  county,  but  all  else  being  ecjual  is  inclined  to 
ra\-or  driiiociacy.  Every  progressive  movement  has  his  earnest  and 
inisflliNb  support,  and  it  has  been  his  fortiine  to  have  been  associatii'd 
witli  othi'i-  proiirrssi\-c  iiicii  in  siM-iiriii^'  i-ivic  licttcnncnt. 

On  Xowiiilnr  :i.  l^si,  Mr.  Srl„,uliardt  was  niarra'd  to  Miss  Sarah  M. 
jMantey,  ol'  MaruaiTiia  Township,  and  of  iluir  ihildri'ii  one  survives. 
Eva  D..  wlio  is  the  wife  of  George  L.  Curtli,  of  Snnduskv,  bookkeeper 
for  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company  of  this  city. 

Foster  F.  Neill.  A  long  life  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  passing 
.vears  which  have  been  filled  with  honorable  activities,  a  .seii.se  of 
patriotic  duty  perfoi-med  during  the  most  critical  period  in  the  nation's 
liistorv,  and  a  courageous  performance  of  the  everyday  duties  and 
rrs]ioiisibilities  of  life — such  have  been  the  salient  characteristics  in 
1he  career  of  this  old  and  well  known  citizen  of  Margaretta  Township. 
Foster  F.  Xeill  has  lived  in  tliat  communitv  nearlv  all  his  life  more 
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than  three  score  years  and  ten,  and  his  name  is  si^ificant  of  all  that 
is  honest  and  of  good  report. 

With  Mai-garetta  Township  as  his  birthplace,  he  was  born  July  10, 
1844,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  Neill,  the  former  a  native  of  Phila- 
delphia and  the  latter  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland.  For  more  than 
eighty  years  the  Neill  family  have  been  identified  with  Erie  County. 
It  was  established  here  about  1832  by  Lewis  Neill,  grandfather  of 
Foster  Neill.  Lewis  Neill  was  a  merchant  in  Philadelphia,  and  his 
ancestors  were  Scotch-Irish  and  were  early  settlers  in  America.  The 
family  on  coming  to  Erie  County  made  the  journey  in  a  covered  wagon, 
and  located  in  Sandusky  for  a  short  time,  from  which  eitj-  Thomas 
Neill  moved  out  to  Margaretta  Township  and  bought  a  large  tract  of 
land,  containing  several  thousand  acres,  and  situated  partly  in  Erie 
and  partly  in  Sandusky  County.  He  was  in  many  ways  a  typical 
pioneer,  hardy,  industrious,  and  well  able  to  meet  and  solve  the  prob- 
lems of  existence  in  a  sparsely  settled  district.  He  possessed  an  edu- 
cation better  than  most  men  of  his  times,  and  by  his  intensive  oper- 
ations as  a  farmer  became  well  known  in  two  counties.  Of  his  chil- 
dren only  two  now  survive:  Foster  F.  and  Aiin,  wife  of  Henry 
McCartney  of  Sandusky. 

Foster  F.  Neill  grew  uj)  nn  liis  fatluM-'s  homestead  in  Margaretta 
Township.  The  expiiiiinc  di'  his  ImivIkmmI  wrll  fitted  him  for  the  career 
of  a  farmer,  and  111' also  scciii-i'il  a  u;(»i(l  li'ainiiig  in  the  local  schools.  He 
has  always  had  au  interest  in  the  funning  activities  of  I\largaretta 
Township,  and  his  homestead  comprises  195  acres  of  fertile  and  produr- 
tive  soil  devoted  to  general  farming  purposes. 

He  was  about  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted  on  July  14, 
1861,  in  Company  G  of  the  Oiie  lIuiMJre,!  and  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  His  army  exjierienee  lii-(iUL;lit  him  into  some  of  the  most 
important  campaigns  during  the  lir.st  tluee  years  of  the  gi-eat  conflict 
between  the  North  and  the  South.  His  regiment  was  a  part  of  the 
Eighth  Corps  of  the  army  of  Western  Virginia.  He  fought  at  Win- 
chester, Newmarket,  Cedar  Creek,  second  battle  of  Winchester,  Pied- 
mont and  Berryville,  Virginia.  He  was  also  present  in  numerous 
skirmishes  and  minor  engagements,  and  was  with  the  army  two  years 
ten  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge. At  the  battle  of  Berryville,  Virginia,  he  lost  two  fingers  from 
his  right  hand,  and  spent  three  months  in  a  hospital.  He  was  also 
captured  and  held  in  Confederate  prisons,  being  thirty  days  confined 
in  Belle  Island  in  the  James  River  and  thii-ty-four  days  in  the  notorious 
Libby  Prison  at  Richmond. 

Following  the  war  he  I'etui-ned  to  Erie  County  and  has  now  con- 
tinuously resided  in  Margaretta  Township  for  fully  half  a  century. 
On  December  10,  1866,  the  young  soldier  and  farmer  was  united  in 
marriage  bonds  that  have  now  endured  for  almost  half  a  century  with 
IMartha  ^lartiu.  ]\Irs.  Neill  was  born  in  Margaretta  Township,  October 
29,  1845,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Sallie  (TuUer)  Martin.  Her  par- 
ents were  among  the  early  settlers  of  ]\Iargaretta  To\vnship,  and  for 
several  years  had  their  home  in  one  of  the  typical  log  cabins  of  tluit 
time.  Mrs.  Neill  is  one  of  the  three  cliildren  of  her  i)areuts  still  living, 
the  other  two  being:  Rachel  L.,  who  lives  in  Paulding  County,  the 
widow  of  James  Copeland  ;  and  Jacob,  a  farmer  in  jMargaretta  Township. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neill  were  horn  six  children: 
Grace,  wife  of  R.  Ransom  of  Margai-etta  Township ;  Foster  F.,  Jr.,  now 
deceased:  Mattie,  wife  of  William  J.  Hire  of  Castalia;  Maggie,  deceased: 
Nelson  P.,  of  JIargaretta  Township:  and  Mnhol.  wife  of  Walter  Ilart- 
iiess  of  :\Iargaretta  Towiishiii.     Mv.  and  Mrs.  X.'iJl  are  members  of  the 
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Episcopal  Church,  aud  iii  polities  he  is  a  republican  who  has  several 
times  been  called  upon  to  assume  the  duties  of  public  office.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  has  served  as  township  trustee  and  while  not  caring  for 
the  honors  of  polities  has  not  avoided  those  obligations  which  rest  upon 
good  citizenship.  Mrs.  Neill  has  been  his  devoted  companion  and 
capable  helpmate  for  nearly  half  of  a  century,  and  while  in  theii- 
retrospect  they  are  able  to  consider  many  things  for  which  they  may 
be  grateful  they  have  gathered  the  best  of  the  world's  joys  froin  their 
long  continued  association  as  man  and  wife. 

John  J.  L(3ucks.  Throughout  Erie  County  the  name  of  Loueks  sig- 
nifies exceptional  success  and  prosperity  in  the  agricultural  and  fruit 
raising  fields.  The  family  is  of  old  New  York  Dutch  stock,  but  planted 
in  Northern  Ohio  a  great  many  years  ago,  and  one  of  the  present  repre- 
sentatives, John  J.  Loueks,  is  a  native  of  Erie  County  and  has  employed 
his  well  trained  judgment  and  industry  in  developing  a  fine  farming 
property  aud  has  likewise  attended  to  the  duties  of  citizenship  as  they 
have  come  to  him. 

His  home  farm,  noted  equally  for  its  general  crops  and  its  fruit, 
comprises  eighty  acres  situated  on  the  Ridge  Road  near  the  east  line 
of  Berlin  Town.ship.  It  is  high  grade  land,  and  its  improvements 
show  the  enterprise  of  the  owner.  He  and  his  family  reside  in  a  suli- 
stantial  house  of  nine  rooms,  while  another  improvement  that  calls 
for  notice  is  a  new  hip-roof  and  basement  bani  on  a  ground  founda- 
tion of  34x60  feet.  As  a  fruit  grower  Mr.  Loueks  has  1,300  peach 
trees,  with  an  apple  orchard  of  two  acres.  He  is  not  an  experimenter 
in  fruit  growing,  and  long  experience  has  brought  him  success  in  this 
typical  Erie  County  industry.  Mr.  Loueks  also  owns  100  acres  in 
Florence  Township,  nearly  all  of  it  under  cultivation,  except  a  wood 
lot  of  ten  acres  of  native  timber.  On  these  two  farms  he  grows  all 
kinds  of  grain,  and  one  of  his  sons  is  the  practical  manager  of  the 
Florence  Township  place.  He  bought  his  home  farm  eighteen  years 
ago,  and  only  recently  acquired  the  land  in  Florence  Township. 

John  J.  Loueks  was  born  in  Vermilion  Township  of  this  county 
March  19,  1861,  a  son  of  Horace  and  Julia  A.  (Miller)  Loueks,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Erie  County.  The  paternal  grandparents 
were  John  and  Betsey  Loueks,  natives  of  New  York  State  and  both 
of  old  Dutch  stock.  After  their  marriage  they  came  to  Ohio  in  the 
early  days  and  made  settlement  in  the  wilderness  of  Vermilion  Town- 
ship, and  there  their  industry  resulted  in  the  improvement  of  a  con- 
siderable tract  of  land.  Grandmother  Loueks  died  there,  and  John 
Loueks  later  married  again  and  he  and  his  second  wife  spent  their 
last  years  in  Michigan. 

After  his  marriage  Horace  Loueks  continued  as  an  Erie  County 
farmer  until  1875,  then  went  out  to  Missouri,  but  in  the  following  yeai- 
returned  east  as  far  as  Allen  County,  Indiana,  and  there  the  wife  and 
mother  died  in  1893  when  past  sixty  years  of  age.  Horace  Loueks  after- 
wards returned  to  Ohio  and  spent  Iris  last  years  in  the  State  Sohliers' 
Home,  where  his  death  occurred  on  October  14,  1912,  when  past  eighty- 
two  years  of  age.  He  had  enlisted  as  a  soldier  during  the  Civil  war. 
being  enrolled  in  Company  F  of  the  One  Hundredth  and  Twenty-eighth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  Mead.  He  was  assigned  to  duty 
as  a  guard  for  the  rebel  soldiers  on  Johnson's  Island,  near  Sandusky, 
in  Lake  Erie,  this  island  having  been  early  secured  by  the  Government 
as  headquarters  for  Confederate  prisoners.  He  was  in  the  service  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  being  mu.stered  out  at  Camp  Cleveland  by  Captain 
Douglas,  the  United  States  mustering  officer,  on  July  13,  1865. 

The  third  in  a  familv  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living 
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and  all  married  and  with  families,  Jolin  J.  Loueks  grew  up  iu  his  native 
township  and  while  there  attended  the  public  schools.  He  lived  in  Ver- 
milion until  moving'  to  Berlin  Township  and  purchasing  his  present 
farm.  On  April  9,  1885,  a  little  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  he  was 
married  in  Vermilion  Township  to  Miss  Carrie  Brundage.  She  was  born 
in  Binghamton,  New  York,  January  16,  1865.  Her  father,  Giles  Brun- 
dage, wa.s  bom  in  1840,  probably  at  .Io])i)n  in  N'liiiiilinn  Township  of 
Erie  County.  He  was  married  at  Berlin  ili  ii^lits  1 )(  .  nnlni-  18,  1861,  to 
Miss  Ellen  Mason,  who  was  born  in  Mass.ichusrits  Diccinber  24,  1841. 
When  Ellen  Masmi  was  fifteen  years  of  a<^v  sln'  rami'  to  Berlin  Town- 
ship with  lici-  iiaiviitv.  .\sa  W.  and  Sallic  i  l.'lmads)  Mason,  who  were 
natives  of  ilassailuiMits  and  of  New  I'liiLilaii.l  aiircstry.  It  was  in  the 
year  1856  that  the  Mason  family  i-.-mox.-d  to  Ohio.  During  the  Civil 
war  period  they  and  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  I'.i  umlane  retmmed  to  New  York, 
locating  at  Binghamton.  While  th.  i.  (liirs  Brundage  enlisted  in  the 
Civil  war  from  I'.roonic  County,  and  served  a.s  a  private  until  taken  ill, 
and  was  then  (lis,liarL;id  on  account  of  disability.  Later  he  and  his 
wife  and  her  lamily  moved  out  to  Indiana,  locating  at  Auburn,  and 
while  there  Giles  Hrundaji:i'  ilied  in  1S67,  when  iu  the  prime  of  life,  only 
tw^enty-seven  j^ears  of  age,  his  deal  li  tnllowing  the  illness  contracted  while 
a  soldier.  Soon  after  his  death  hi>  widow  and  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mason,  returned  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Vermilion  Township,  where 
Asa  AY.  Mason  and  his  wife  both  died  February  11,  1885.  They  had 
been  stricken  witli  their  final  illness  on  the  same  day,  and  they  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  same  orave  in  Maple  Grove  Cemetery  near  Vermilion. 
Asa  AY.  Mason  was  ^ wcnty-four  and  his  wife  seventy-five  years  of  age. 
They  were  m.  iuIk  is  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a 
democrat.  Tiie  widow  of  Giles  Brundage  was  subsequently  twice  mar- 
ried, her  second  husband  being  Wilson  Phelps,  who  lived  only  a  few 
years,  and  she  afterwards  married  John  H.  Baker,  who  died  April  1, 
1910.  Mrs.  Brundage  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Loucks, 
October  21,  1912,  when  seventy-two  years  of  age.  She  had  children  by 
all  three  husbands.  Mrs.  Loucks  is  the  second  of  a  family  of  two  chil- 
dren. Her  brother,  Hiram  E.  Brundage,  is  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower 
in  Vermilion  Township,  and  has  a  son,  Elwin,  who  is  married  and  has 
one  daughter.  Her  sister  Mattie  married  William  Heslet  of  Sandusky 
and  died  in  September,  1908,  being  survived  by  her  husband  and  one  son, 
Leon  Arnold,  who  is  a  child  by  her  first  husband,  Andrew  Arnold.  Mrs. 
Heslet  was  a  half-sister  of  Mrs.  Loucks,  being  the  daughter  of  Wilson 
Phelps.  Mrs.  Loucks  has  a  half-brother  and  half-sister  by  the  marriage 
of  her  mother  to  John  H.  Baker.  Henry  S.  Baker  is  married  and  lives 
at  Ogontz  in  Berlin  Township;  and  Anna  married  for  her  second  hus- 
band Ray  Gibson,  now  lives  in  Toledo,  and  has  two  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loucks  are  the  parents  of  three  sons.  Decourcy,  twenty- 
ejoht  years  of  age,  is  a  fanner  at  home.  Hiram,  aged  twenty-two,  was 
(■(iucaled  in  th.'  township  schools,  and  in  May,  1915,  married  Alice  Har- 
ris, and  tliey  now  manasie  his  father's  farm  in  P^lorence  Township.  Karl. 
the  youngeist,  is  now  sixteen,  and  is  still  attending  school.  ]\lr.  Loucks 
and  his  two  olch'st  .sons  are  republicans  in   politics. 

J.vMEs  NoLAX.  Probably  no  one  citizen  has  had  a  more  influential 
l)art  in  local  affairs  in  Margaretta  Township  than  James  Nolan,  a 
former  trustee  of  the  township  and  the  i)roprietoi-  of  a  fine  fruit  farm 
and  rural  home  at  Main  and  Lowell  st)-eets  near  Castalia.  This  has 
l)een  his  place  of  residence  since  1910,  Init  h,'  lias  spent  most  of  his  life 
in  ]\rargaretta  Township. 

Born  in  that  to^\^lship.  NovenilMi-  19.  1S.)2.  James  Xolan  is  a  son 
of  John   and   Mary    (Barrigan)    Xolan.   liotli   of  whom    were   natives  of 
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Ireland,  and  uame  to  Erie  County  and  located  in  the  vieinity  of 
Castalia  at  a  date  early  enough  to  permit  them  to  be  mentioned  among 
the  pioneers.  John  Nolan  settled  in  Margaretta  Township  about  1847, 
and  followed  farming  with  a  great  deal  of  success.  His  first  home  in 
that  comnumity  was  a  log  house,  and  a  number  of  years  later  he  built 
a  better  and  more  modern  frame  residence.  He  died  there  in  1S78.  He 
and  his  family  were  members  of  the  Holy  Angels  Catholic  Church  in 
.Sandusky.  Of  the  children  born  to  lam  and  wife  three  now  survive. 
James,  Mary,  of  Clyde,  Ohio,  and  Michael  J.,  of  Castalia. 

James  Nolan  spent  all  his  early  life  in  Mai'gai'etta  Township,  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  and  much  of  his  education  came  from  prac- 
tical expei-ience.  From  early  youth  to  the  present  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  agriculture,  and  his  efforts  have  more  and  more  been 
directeil  to  fruit  growing,  of  which  branch  of  Inisiness  he  is  a  past 
master.  On  October  15,  1878,  Mr.  Nolan  married  Lottie  S.  Chamberlin, 
who  was  born  at  Townsend  Township,  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  Febru- 
ary 25,  1851.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Melissa  (Button)  Cham- 
berlin. Her  father  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  her  mother  was 
born  near  Mentor,  Ohio,  but  spent  most  of  her  early  years  at  Castalia. 
Mrs.  Nolan's  mother  was  of  Scotch  ancestry,  while  the  Chamberlins 
were  an  old  New  Jersey  family.  Her  father  on  leaving  New  Jersey 
first  Idriiicd  ;it  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  later  moved  to  Townsend  Township 
ill  S;iMdiisk\  ( 'ounty,  where  for  many  years  he  operated  the  well  known 
Roikw.ll  Springs  ^lill,  a  pioneer  grist  mill  in  that  section  of  Ohio. 
He  sulisequently  brought  his  family  to  Castalia,  Ohio,  and  died  there 
in  1876.  Levi  Cliamlierlin  was  three  times  married,  and  his  surviving 
children  are:  Levi  E.,  of  Piqua,  Ohio;  Lottie  S.,  wife  of  James  Nolan; 
and  Carrie  J.,  widow  of  the  Ijite  Charles  Bardshar  of  Sedgwick  County, 
Kansas,  where  his  widow  now  resides. 

To  the' marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nolan  were  born  two  chikiren : 
Flossie  C,  of  Castalia ;  and  Myrtle  C,  deceased.  Mr.  Nolan  has  given 
a  large  share  of  his  time  and  attention  to  public  affairs  in  ^Margaretta 
Township.  For  six  years  he  was  township  trustee,  and  part  of  that 
time  was  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Margaretta  Township. 
For  ten  years  he  served  as  treasurer  of  the  township  and  held  the 
office  of  clerk  for  eight  years.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education  of  ^largai-etta  township,  and  through 
these  offices  as  well  as  through  his  influence  as  a  private  citizen  has 
done  everything  in  his  power  to  promote  progress  and  social  and  civic 
uplift  in  his  community.  In  a  business  way  he  is  now  giving  his 
attention  to  fruit  growing  and  particularly  to  the  raising  of  peaches, 
though  he  has  several  other  varieties  of  fruit  on  his  farm.  Mr.  Nolan 
is  a.  director  in  the  Castalia  Banking  Company  of  Castalia.  ami  his 
achievements  and  his  personal  character  have  entitled  him  to  tln'  full 
confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen  and  a  substantial  position  in  the 
community. 

Lawrence  T.  Miller.  Among  the  progressive  and  enterprising 
agriculturists  of  Erie  County  who  have  spent  their  entire  lives  in  this 
section  of  the  state,  Lawrence  T.  Miller  is  worthy  of  more  than  passing 
mention.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  in  Groton 
Township  and  from  early  youth  has  been  an  exceedingly  busy  man. 
with  increasing  interests  as  a  farmer  and  is  particularly  well  known 
to  the  community  through  his  activities  as  a  thresherman  and  in  the 
operation  of  hay  baling  outfit. 

It  was  on  the  farm  that  he  now  owns  that  he  first  saw  th.-  light 
of  day,  June  16,  1875,  a  son  of  William  and  Jane   (Gross)  Miller.     His 
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father  was  boru  iu  Baden,  Germauy,  aud  liis  luotliur  in  Peunsylvania, 
and  both  are  now  deceased.  William  Miller,  who  died  iu  iyu2  carue 
from  Germany  in  early  youth,  spent  a  great  many  years  in  Erie  County, 
and  though  ]>oor  at  the  start  gained  a  commendable  place  in  the 
rank  of  kxal  riti/i  iiship  and  in  addition  to  his  material  prosperity  was 
honored  by  smli  (itli-.s  as  trustee  and  treasurer  of  Groton  Township. 
He  was  a  deiuoeral  iu  politics.  His  first  trade  was  that  of  carpenter, 
aud  after  coming  to  Erie  County  he  was  employed  in  that  oecupaticin 
at  Sauilusky,  where  in  order  to  supplement  his  early  advantagi.s  be 
attended  night  school  for  a  number  of  months.  He  finally  removed 
to  Groton  Township,  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  his  son  now  I'esidcs. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  his  eight  surviving  children  by  his  second 
marriage  are:  Mrs.  Jacob  Strieker,  Jlrs.  Christian  Strieker,  Lawreui-c 
T.,  Clara,  Flora,  Lydia,  Frank  and  Chancy.  The  three  children  by 
his  tirst  marriage  are :    William,  Jr.,  Henry  and  Charles. 

William  Miller's  home  in  Groton  Township  was  a  frame  house,  in 
which  he  spent  his  last  years,  and  it  has  since  been  remodeled  in  l!tlo 
and  extensively  improved  and  refurnished  by  Lawrence  T.  ililler,  who 
has  made  of  it  one  of  the  fine  country  homes  of  the  township.  Sur- 
rounding it  is  a  fine  farm  of  194  aci-es,  situated  partly  in  Groton  and 
partly  in  Oxford  Township.  Lawrence  Miller  has  shown  a  great  deal 
of  enterprise  since  leaving  school,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  oper- 
ated a  threshing  outfit  and  also  performs  an  important  service  as  a 
hay  baler.  His  father  likewise  supplemented  his  farming  activities  by 
outside  business,  and  not  only  was  a  thresherman  in  this  community  but 
also  for  a  number  of  years  carried  on  a  considerable  industry  in  pre- 
paring corn  husks  for  u.se  in  the  making  of  mattresses.  Lawrence  T. 
Miller  i-cci'ivcd  the  ordinary  ad\:iii1  j'jcs  of  llic  i)nblic  schools  and  also 
attciiilcd  for  a  lime  the  Sandusk\    UuMnrss  ((illcgc. 

|ji  S(  ptrmlii'i-.  1911,  he  marri'  .1  Miss  Amanda  Husscll  who  was  born 
in  Groton  Tnwriship.  daughter  of  Philip  Russell  of  that  locality.  To 
their  marriauv  Imm'  Iki-h  born  two  children:  Lauretta  A.  J.  and  Del- 
bert  W.  ill-.  Millii-  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Association  with 
which  faith  his  father  was  also  identified.  Lawrence  T.  ililler  stands 
high  among  the  young  men  of  enterpi-ise  in  Erie  County  and  has  cariu  d 
the  complete  confidence  and  good  will  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 

Alvin  T.  Cowell.  Eighty  or  ninety  years  ago  Erie  County  was 
still  largely  wilderness.  The  settlers  during  the  '20s  and  ^iOs  found 
a  few  village  communities,  numerous  clearings  and  tilled  fields  and  some 
roads,  but  still  had  to  confront  the  vast  difficulties  involved  in  clraiiiig 
the  forests,  uprooting  the  stumps  and  lunish,  and  starting  cullix  al  inn 
where  never  before  had  been  the  civilized  activities  of  white  men.  Such 
was  the  portion  of  the  Cowell  family  when  it  first  became  idenlihed 
with  this  county,  and  while  the  earlier  generations  performed  their 
share  of  pioneer  toil,  so  the  later  members  of  the  family,  including 
Alvin  T.  Cowell,  have  carried  forward  the  .same  thrift  and  independence 
which  have  always  characterized  the  name.  Alvin  T.  Cowell  has  for 
many  years  lived  in  the  Castalia  community,  is  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  now  that  he  has  passed  the  age  of  three  score  and 
ten  is  in  a  ])osilion  to  take  life  somewhat  at  I'ase  and  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  earlier  vears. 

lie  was  born  af  Caslalia.  Ohio.  .Man-b  21.  1S44.  a  son  of  I'lulip  S. 
and  .\nnic  M.  (  Duncan  i  Cowell.  His  falhiT  was  a  native  of  iiradrnrd 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  mother  ol'  Hurlington,  \'erinont.  The 
Cowells  are  of  Scotch  origin,  and  one  or  more  of  the  ancestral  lines 
extend  back  in  America  to  the  time  of  the  Jlayfiower.     Annie  Duncan 
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Cowell  was  about  six  ycai-s  of  ;i,uv  wlim  she  came  to  Ohio  with  the  family- 
of  Burdette  Wood,  who  siilisr(|uriiily  licrame  a  banker  at  Bellevue, 
Ohio,  where  he  died.  Siic  uicw  to  woinaiihood  in  the  home  of  an  uncle 
at  Bloomingville  in  Erie  County,  and  was  here  at  a  time  when  the 
Indians  were  still  numerous  and  occasionally  hostile,  and  with  other 
settlers  she  several  times  had  to  take  refuge  in  a  local  fort  as  a  matter 
of  ])riiliM-ii(iii  from  the  roving  bands  of  red  men.  When  she  was  about 
sevciili'cii  years  of  age  she  maixied  Derastus  P.  Snow,  who  had  lost 
lii.s  wii'r  ami  rhild  as  a  result  of  Indian  attack  at  Castalia.  After  the 
death  of  ;\Ir.  Snow  she  was  married  in  1826  to  Philip  S.  Cowell,  who 
died  in  1869.  After  that  she  lived  in  widowhood  until  her  death  in 
1890,  when  in  her  ninety-tifth  year.  At  that  time  she  was  probably  the 
oldest  of  the  pioneer  women  of  Erie  County,  and  was  the  last  survivor 
of  that  group  of  early  settlei'S  who  had  to  experience  all  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  of  the  frontier.  Philip  S.  Cowell,  who  was  born  in 
1800,  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Castalia  in  1818,  when  little  more 
than  a  boy.  He  grew  up  a  farmer,  and  spent  many  years  in  the  ardu- 
ous labor  of  clearing  up  a  portion  of  the  wilderness.  He  was  a  fine  type 
of  the  early  settler  in  Margaretta  Township  and  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intiueuce  in  the  life  of  that  community. 

Alvin  T.  Cowell  was  reared  in  Castalia,  attended  the  public  schools 
there,  and  was  alioiit  srvriiteen  years  of  age  when  the  country  was 
thrown  into  the  c(iiitiisi,,ii  resulting  from  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war. 
A  few  years  later  he  ivsi)()niied  to  the  call  of  his  patriotism  and  enlisted 
on  ]\Iay  2,  1864,  in  Company  I  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fiftli 
Volunteer  Infantry  of  Ohio.  He  was  out  about  four  months,  and  spent 
most  of  tile  time  with  his  regiment  in  guard  duty  at  Arlington  Heights, 
just  aeross  the  I'dfuniae  !;i\-er  troiii  Washington.  On  receiving  his 
hoii(iral)le  ilisiliaruv  lie  ivtui-iieil  to  Kiie  Cduuty,  and  .sub.sequently  had 
the  advantage  iif  a  liriel'  altetidaiiee  at  tlic  Notre  Dame  University  in 
South  Bend,  Indiana.  With  this  preparation  for  practical  life  he 
became  a  farmer,  and  for  many  years  conducted  a  large  farm  of  more 
than  200  acres  in  the  vicinity  of  Castalia.  While  a  man  who  has  been 
known  for  his  strict  attention  to  his  business,  he  has  at  dififerent  times 
consented  to  serve  in  the  public  interest  and  for  six  years  was  a  trustee 
of  ]\Iargaretta  Township.  At  the  present  time  he  is  living  in  Castalia, 
and  has  all  the  conveniences  and  comforts  he  needs  for  the  evening  of 
life. 

On  February  28.  1910,  Mr.  Cowell  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  his  faitlifiil  edinpaiiion  who  had  shared  with  him  in  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  existence  i(ir  nearly  forty  years.  On  December  26,  1871,  he 
married  Cat  Inline  Cooper,  who  was  born  in  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Sarah  (Mitchell)  Cooper.  Her  father  was  for 
many  years  a  resident  of  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  came  from  there 
to  ilargaretta  Township  where  he  was  a  prosperous  farnaer,  but  finally 
sold  his  land  and  spent  his  declining  years  at  Clyde,  Ohio,  but  his  body 
now  rests  in  the  cemetery  at  Castalia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowell  became 
the  parents  of  two  children.  Fannie  A.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  J. 
Dole,  who  is  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Chelsea,  Michigan. 
The  only  son,  Philip  C,  is  now  deceased.  Rev.  Mr.  Dole  and  wife  have 
five  children  named  Marie  L.,  Catherine  Irene,  Alberta  A.,  Edward  C. 
and  Charles  R. 

Mr.  Cowell  is  an  active  member  of  Thomas  Neill  Post  No.  423,  6.  A. 
R.  at  Castalia,  has  served  as  post  commander  several  years  and  is  now 
officer  of  the  day.  He  is  a  cliarter  nieinlier  nf  Lcid-'e  Xo.  669  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Saihlnskx  .  His  wife  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Castalia.  while  his  own  cliurch 
membership  is  with  the  ^lethodist  denomination  at  Castalia. 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  713 

John  H.  Parker.  A  successful  business  man  and  public  spirited 
citizen,  Mr.  Parker  has  been  identified  by  residence  with  Erie  County 
most  of  his  life.  He  began  his  career  as  a  worker,  and  there  has  been 
no  abatement  in  his  industry  and  well  directed  efforts  since  he  readied 
manhood.  The  foundation  of  his  property  was  laid  as  a  farmer  in 
Alargaretta  Township,  and  in  tliis  way  he  reached  that  enviable  posi- 
tion where  he  is  practically  master  of  his  circumstances.  At  the  present 
time  Mr.  Parker  is  performing  a  valued  service  to  the  business  com- 
munity of  Castalia  as  a  dealer  in  grain,  coal,  flour,  feed,  lime,  salt 
and  farm  fertilizers,  and  also  has  a  mill  for  the  manufacturing  of 
chopped  feed   and  cracked   corn. 

By  the  accident  of  birth  Mr.  Parker  is  a  native  of  Sandusky  County, 
where  he  was  born  October  14,  185'J,  a  son  of  Jackson  and  Catherine 
(Sehoch)  Parker.  His  father  was  born  in  Union  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  mother  was  a  native  of  the  same  state.  The  Parker  family  is 
of  English  ancestry,  and  Grandfather  Isaac  Parker,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  was  the  son  of  a  native  Englishman.  Isaac  Parker 
came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  when  his  son  Jack- 
son was  fifteen  years  of  age.  They  made  the  journey  with  wagons,  and 
as  they  proceeded  along  the  route  they  camped  out  by  the  roadside 
wherever  night  overtook  them.  Isaac  Parker  acquired  a  farm  in  San- 
dusky County  and  lived  there  until  within  a  short  time  of  his  death. 
He  died  near  Holt,  Michigan.  Jackson  Parker,  who  died  in  Erie  County 
in  1913,  grew  to  manliood  in  Sandusky  County,  married  there,  and 
subsequently  removed  in  March,  1860,  when  his  son,  John  H.,  was  six 
months  old,  to  IMargaretta  Township.  Of  his  children  three  are  still 
living:  Jolm  H. ;  George  P.,  in  Margaretta  Township;  and  Ellen  C, 
wife  of  William  Neuman,  of  Sandusky. 

"While  John  H.  Parker  was  growing  up  to  manhood  in  Margaretta 
Town.ship  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  also  the  high  school  at 
Castalia.  He  chose  for  his  first  occupation  the  calling  to  which  he  had 
been  trained  from  boyhood  and  continued  to  be  active  as  a  farmer  until 
1913.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Castalia  and  engaged  in  the  Imsiiiess 
above  mentioned. 

On  aiarch  23,  1887,  he  married  Etta  L.  Graves,  who  whs  Ix.rn  in 
Margaretta  Township,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Lucius  Graves.  To  their 
marriage  were  bom  five  children:  Emily  C,  wife  of  Franz  Arend, 
living  in  Toledo,  Ohio;  Clinton  J.,  of  Groton  Township;  Lucius  G., 
Norma  and  John  L.,  all  of  wIkhh  ivsidi^  in  (';istalia. 

Mr.  Parker  has  never  m  izlrri,  ,|  his  ivs|Hinsibilities  as  a  citizen  of 
the  connnunity,  and  for  srvin  .wmis  snwd  as  trustee  of  Margaretta 
Township,  part  of  the  time  boiii^  pnsi.lmt  nf  the  board.  A  Pew  years 
ago  he  was  candidate  for  counly  ((iiiiiiiissidner.  He  is  now  member 
of  the  school  board  of  the  township  ami  s.tving  as  its  president,  and 
was  cliairman  of  the  Soldiers'  Monument  Commission  wliich  erected  the 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  soldiers  wdio  enlisted  from  Margaretta 
Township  in  the  Union  army.  This  memorial  shaft  stands  in  the 
Castalia  Cemetery.  Mr.  Parker  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  his 
activities  and  influence  have  made  him  well  known.  He  is  a  member 
of  tlie  Lutheran  Church,  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  285  of  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Prot.M-liv.'  Or.h  i-  of  KIks  al  Saihlnsky  and  is  a  charter  member 
of  the  tent  al  Casialia  ui'  I hr  KniuhK  of  \\ir  .Maccabees.  His  material 
accumulations  aiT  iiicasinvd  h\-  (hr  iiosscssimi  of  a  well  improved  farm 
i.f  Kin  acres  in  :\lari;are1ta  Township  and  for  several  years  he  has  been 
a  diri'-t'.r  in  the  Castalia  Banking  Company.  That  he  enjoys  the  good 
will  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen  goes  without  .saying. 
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Eddie  il.  Cobb.  It  is  a  fine  testimonial  to  the  steadfast  qualities  of 
a  family  which  for  generation  after  generation  continue  to  own  and 
oeruiiy  (iiif  lioiiicstcad  and  to  live  in  one  community.  The  Colib  family 
ill  I'l  iliii  'I'owii^liiii  have  for  almost  a  century  owned  one  tract  of  lauil 
close  Id  ili-iliii  Heights  and  the  history  of  that  community  would  not  lie 
complete  without  some  extended  reference  to  the  iinMnlicrs  iif  tlie  differ- 
ent generations.  Eddie  M.  Cobb,  who  belongs  lo  the  iliiid  Lii'iieratioii 
in  Erie  County,  is  a  general  farmer  and  fruit  grower.  \\ns  an  interest 
in  the  old  homestead  and  also  owns  and  occupies  laud  within  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  Berlin  Heights. 

His  grandparents  were  Ralph  and  Hannah  Cobb,  both  natives  of 
Connecticut,  in  which  stale  they  grew  up.  About  1818  or  1819  they 
came  to  Oliio,  tra\eliiie  |,y  |he  usual  method  of  that  day,  ox  teams  and 
wagons.  For  a  ednsideialile  portion  of  the  distance  they  had  to  be 
guided  by  blazed  trails  through  the  woods.  They  finally  reached 
Eldridge  Township,  as  Berlin  Township  was  then  known,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  long  and  wearisome  journey  finally  became  established  on  a 
tract  of  seventy  or  ninety  acres  covered  by  the  densest  and  heaviest 
of  timber.  There  Ralph  Cobb  put  up  a  log  cabin,  and  cut  out  his  first 
plat  for  farming  purposes.  In  that  clearing  he  set  out  some  fruit  trees 
which  he  had  brought  along,  and  one  of  those  old  aiiple  irees  is  still 
standing.  There  he  and  his  wife  gradually  surrouii.hM  iheinselves  with 
increased  comforts,  and  the  old  log  cabin  gave  way  to  a  iVaiiie  house. 
They  lived  there  and  reared  their  family,  and  the  farm  is  now  .just 
outside  the  Village  of  Berlin  Heights.  In  1850,  while  making  a  trip 
to  a  mill,  the  nearest  institution  of  that  kind  then  being  nine  miles 
<lislaiil  al  Wakemau,  and  while  driving  through  the  Wakeman  Woods. 
his  leaiii  he.aiue  frightened  and  ran  away  and  Ralph  Cobb  was  thrown 
oiil  and  idlh-d.  He  was  found  lying  against  a  log.  He  was  l)orn  lieforc 
the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  was  already  past  miildje  age 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  widow  survived  him  and  aiiaiiied  ihe 
remarkable  age  of  nearly  a  century,  having  been  about  ninety-,'iuiit  \\  Ikmi 
she  passed  away.  They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Churcli,  and  in 
])olitics  he  supported  tlie  whig  party  during  the  greater- part  of  his  life. 
Of  their  large  family  nearly  all  grew  up  and  married  and  had  families 
of  their  own,  but  all"  the  children  are  now  deceased.  The  old  homestead 
has  been  kept  in  the  family  name,  and  is  now  owned  by  Ralph  Cobb's 
grandchildren,  Eddie  IM.  Cobb  and  his  two  sisters. 

Henry  Sanford  Cobb,  one  of  the  children  of  Ralph  Cobb,  and  the 
youngest  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  in  the  original  log  house  on  the  old 
farm,  and  that  was  also  the  birthplace  of  the  other  children.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1850  he  bought  out  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  farm,  and  continued  to  care  for  his  widowed  mother  until 
a  few  vears  before  her  death,  after  which  she  lived  in  the  home  oE  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Phillips,  at  Berlin  Heights.  Henry  S.  Cobb  made  Ins 
home  on  the  old  farm,  at  that  time  containing  seventy-two  acres,  until 
his  death  in  January,  1914.  He  was  then  eighty  years  of  age.  He  had 
constructed  the  first  frame  house  on  the  old  place,  and  when  that  was 
burned  about  fifty  years  ago,  he  replaced  it  with  another  substantial 
dwelling  of  nine  rooms,  and  that  is  still  standing  and  occupied  by  his 
grandson,  a  son  of  Eddie  M.  Cobb.  Henry  S.  Cobb  was  a  republican 
in  politics:  during  the  war,  owing  to  his  responsibilities  as  the  father  ol' 
several  young  children,  he  hired  a  substitute  for  the  army.  He  was  a 
member"  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  for  a  number  of  years  before  his 
death  was  regarded  as  the  chief  supporter  of  this  church  in  this  com- 
mnnitv.  He  is  buried  at  the  old  Baptist  Church  Cemetery,  and  at  the 
same  iocalitv  are  buried  his  wife  and  two  of  the  children,  Edwin,  who 
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died  iu  infancy,  and  La  You.  who  dii'd  at  tlie  age  of  twenty.  IIiMiry 
S.  Cobb  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to  Isabel  Wiggins,  who  was 
born  either  in  Couneetieut  or  Long  Island,  New  Yoi'k.  She  eame  to 
Oliio  when  a  young  woman  with  her  parents  and  was  married  a  few 
yciars  later.  She  died  about  tw'elve  years  ago  when  "sixty-five  years  of 
age.  Slic  was  also  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Surviving  her 
were  fouj'  children.  All  these  were  born  on  the  old  homestead.  The 
ishli'st,  lialiili,  now  lives  in  California  and  has  one  daughter.  Eddie  M. 
has  t\\i>  sisters,  L(>nora  and  Josephine,  both  of  whom  are  unmarried 
and  livcl  :i(  Ikuih'  and  cared  for  their  father  until  his  death,  and  have 
since  biiii  mciiilicrs  of  the  Missionary  Society  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  both 
being  devout  Methodists. 

Eddie  M.  Cobb  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  June  12,  1865,  and 
grew  up  there  and  in  addition  to  his  education  in  the  Berlin  High  School 
attended  a  Imsiiuss  ((illcgc  at  Champaign,  Illinois.  Subsequently  he 
took  charge  of  liis  lallici's  farm,  and  he  and  his  two  sisters  .still  own 
that  place.  In  addition  he  has  24-^4  at-res  iu  the  corporation  limits  of 
Berlin  Heights,  and  has  developed  that  largely  as  a  fruit  farm.  It 
was  also  improved  with  a  substantial  home  and  barns  and  other 
buildings. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to  ^liss  Minnie  Daniels, 
a  native  of  Michigan,  btit  reared  and  educated  in  Berlin  Township,  to 
which  locality  she  came  with  her  parents,  Titus  and  Jennie  Daniels. 
Some  yens  liiiii-  ilir  I  ):iii  ids  family  removed  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where 
Mrs.  CoMi's  iiioilirr  dinl.  hut  where  her  father  is  still  in  active  business 
and  is  the  uwuct  of  considerable  property. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  I\Irs.  Cobb  were  born  the  following 
children:  Ralph  C,  who  occupies  the  old  homestead  already  described, 
married  L.ydia  Hast,  and  they  have  a  son,  Edwin;  Anna  May  is  th(^ 
wife  of  Earl  McNeil,  who  is  assistant  cashier  of  the  Gas  Company  at 
Lorain,  Ohio,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Dorothy ;  Edith  C,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  RiM'lin  Heights  High  School  and  of  the  Oberlin  Business 
College,  is  a  stmoi^ivipli'i-  in  Oberlin,  Ohio;  Edwin  S.,  now  a  student 
of  agriculture  in  thr  si.iic  univei'sity  at  Columbus;  Esther  G.,  a  graduate 
of  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School  in  1915  and  now  engaged  in  teach- 
ing; Helen,  who  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1917  of  the  Berlin  Heights 
High  School.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cobb  and  family  are  members  of  the  Jletho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church.  He  has  for  several  years  given  considerable 
attention  to  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  in  politics 
is  a  republican. 

Sktii  E.  P.ARinvELL.  There  is,  })erluips,  no  class  of  workers  whose 
lalior  is  more  important  to  the  general  coiniiiuiiily  than  that  of  the 
farmer,  for  upon  him  we  depend  for  our  (hiily  bread,  the  first  of  life's 
necessities.  There  was  a  time  when  the  farmer  was  regardetl  by  manj- 
people  as  a  rude,  illiterate  sort  of  person,  whose  work  consist etl  mainly 
of  hard  manual  labor,  and  who  had  little  or  no  opi)ortunily  for  ac(|iur- 
ing  anything  but  the  barest  rudiments  of  an  education,  or  for  cultivating 
the  higher  part  of  his  nature.  But  all  tiuit  has  passed  away.  The 
advent  of  the  railroad,  telegraph  and  tele])hone,  with  the  introduction 
of  improved  farm  machinery,  the  develoi)ment  of  the  public  school  .sys- 
tem, and  the  establishment  of  colleges  and  other  educational  institutions 
all  over  our  land  have  effected  a  wonderful  change,  so  that  today,  almost 
wherever  we  go,  we  find  tlie  farmer  a  tlioroughly  up-to  date  individual, 
with  a  good  public  scluiol,  often  college,  education,  a  subscriber  to  one 
or  more  daily  or  wi'ckly  Journals,  c-onvei'sanl  with  the  news  of  the  day 
and   al)le  lo  'e.\|ii'css  an'  intellii;vnl    opinion   on   many   topics  asidr   from 
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those  eouuected  with  liis  daily  avocatiou.  In  probably  no  state  of  the 
Union  has  the  agrieultural  class  attained  a  higher  standard  than  in 
Ohio,  and  to  this  Erie  County  is  no  exception.  A  typical  example  of 
the  class  to  which  he  belongs  is  Seth  E.  Bardwell,  of  Margaretta  To>vn- 
ship,  this  county,  h  progressive  agriculturist  who  has  attained  prosperity 
through  his  own  efforts  and  who  holds  a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of 
his  fellow  citizens.  Mr.  Bardwell  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having 
been  born  in  Groton  Township,  December  6,  1844.  His  parents  were 
Seth  and  Louise  (White)  Bardwell,  both  natives  of  Massachusetts.  The 
Bardwell  family  is  of  French  origin  and  its  genealogy  can  be  traced  back 
in  that  country  some  900  years,  the  records  showing  that  the  ancient 
form  of  the  name  was  "De  Berdewell. "  Some  of  its  members  seem  to 
have  taken  up  their  residence  in  England,  perhaps  at  the  time  of  the 
Norman  conquest  in  1066,  for  in  the  line  of  descent  leading  to  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  we  tind  living  there,  generations  ago,  a  Sir  William 
Bardwell,  who  possessed  a  coat  of  arms  and  was  a  person  of  some  dis- 
tinction. The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  this  counti-y  settled  in  New 
England,  probably  in  Massachusetts,  from  which  state,  in  1833,  came 
Seth  Bardwell,  father  of  Seth  E.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  family 
and  settled  first  in  Margaretta  Township,  Brie  County,  Ohio.  After 
a  short  residence  in  this  township,  however,  he  removed  to  Groton  Town- 
ship, taking  up  a  location  in  the  woods,  the  country  at  that  time  being 
thickly  timbered.  Here  he  built  a  log  house  and  set  to  work  to  clear 
a  farm.  An  industrious  man,  he  worked  hard  to  improve  his  sur- 
roundings, and  in  due  time  his  labors  bore  fruit.  The  log  house  was 
replaced  by  a  neat  frame  structure,  Avliidi  was  ;iiii(iiig  the  first  of  that 

kind  to  be  built  in  the  township,  wliiiii  I'im-I  ^iK shows  his  progressive 

spirit.  He  was  a  leader  among  the  early  sftllri's,  sci'ving  as  township 
trustee,  and  was  a  prominent  memlier  of  the  Lniversalist  Church.  His 
death  took  place  in  ilarch,  1863,  after  he  had  been  a  resident  of  the 
township  for  about  thirty  years.  Of  his  large  family  of  children  the 
following  now  survive:  Sophia,  wife  of  James  McClarra,  residing  in 
Illinois ;  Mary,  who  is  the  widow  of  B.  H.  Rogers,  formerly  of  Margaretta 
Township,  and  now  resides  in  Akron,  Ohio;  Seth  E.,  whose  name  appears 
at  the  head  of  this  article;  Alma  L.,  widow  of  Horace  V.  Ramsdell,  late 
of  Bloomingville,  Ohio,  where  she  is  now  living;  and  Charles  F.,  also  a 
resident  of  Bloomingville. 

Seth  E.  Bardwell  w^as  reared  on  his  parents'  farm  in  Groton  Town- 
ship, this  county,  acquiring  his  education  in  its  public  schools  and  in  a 
school  at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  which  he  attended  for  a  short  time.  In  May, 
1864,  being  then  vmder  twenty  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  for  100  days,  during  which  time,  or  a  little  longer, 
he  did  guard  duty  at  Arlington  Heights,  Washington,  District  of  Colum- 
bia. After  receiving  an  honorable  disdiaioi'  lie  returned  home  to  Groton 
Township,  where  he  engaged  inaKririilluiv.  iviuaining  there  until  1891. 
He  then  removed  to  Margaretta  Township  and  has  here  continued  his 
farming  operations  up  to  the  present  time,  owning  a  good  farm  of  200 
acres,  with  substantial  and  convenient  buildings,  located  on  Maple 
Avenue.  A  progressive  and  public  spirited  citizen,  he  has  served  on 
the  board  of  education,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  his 
neighbors  and  fellow  townsmen.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
Post  at  Castalia.  in  which  he  now  holds  the  office  of  quartermaster, 
having  formerly  served  as  commander. 

Mr.  Bardwell  first  married  Celesta  i\I.  Thompson  of  Groton  Township, 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  Thompson,  who  came  to  that  locality 
from  Pennsylvania.  Of  this  first  union  three  children  were  born,  all 
of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:     Ethel  B.,  wife  of  0.  8.  Alcott.  of 
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Saudusky,  Ohio;  Seth  A.,  a  resident  of  CTevelaiul,  Ohio,  and  Alvali  K., 
also  residing  in  Cleveland.  Mr.  Bardwell  married,  secondly,  Rebecca 
Neill,  who  is  his  present  wife.  She  was  born  in  Margaretta  Township, 
this  county,  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Geunesaret  (Gaw)  Noill,  her 
father  being  a  native  of  Maryland  and  her  iiiotiier  of  Sandusk\-,  Ohio. 
Although  horn  in  Maryland,  Lewis  Neill  was  reared  in  -Mai-garetta 
Townsliip,  will  iv  lie  died  a  few  .years  ago.  His  wife  survivetl  hiin  and 
is  still  li\  iiiu',  liciiig  now  in  her  seventy-seventh  year — an  interesting  old 
lady  wlmsc  nidllrctions  extend  back  to  pioneer  daj's  in  this  locality. 
Their  children  are  as  follows:  Isabel,  wiiV  of  II.  A.  Winters,  of  San- 
dusky, Ohio;  Rebecca,  wife  of  Sdli  !•;.  Umdwell:  Anna,  who  married 
F.  W.  DeYo  and  resides  with  ho-  hitsb.iiKl  in  Margaretta  Township; 
and  Lewis,  Charles  and  Scott  B.,  who  all  reside  in  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Bardwell  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed  residents 
of  Margaretta  Township,  where  he  has  now  resided  for  twenty-four 
years.  His  industrj',  perseverance  and  integrity-  have  brought  their 
reward,  and  now,  in  the  sunset  of  life,  he  finds  himself  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  honored  by  his  fellow  men,  and  with  children  who  are 
a  blessing  to  his  declining  years. 

Rev.  S.\muel  SLvrks,  D.  D.  Impotent  are  mere  words  and  appreci- 
ative phraseologj'  of  sentiment  to  pay  just  tribute  to  the  theory  of  such 
a  man  as  the  late  and  revered  citizen  and  pioneer  whose  name  initiates 
this  paragraph  and  who  ser\'ed  for  more  than  forty  years  as  rector  of 
Christ  Church,  Protestant  Episcopal,  at  Huron,  one  of  the  attractive 
little  cities  of  Erie  County.  He  was  a  man  of  the  highest  intellectuality 
and  broadest  mental  ken,  his  life  was  one  of  signal  consecration  to  the 
work  of  th(>  I)i\iiif  .Mnslcr  and  to  the  aiding  and  uplifting. of  his  fellow 
men.  His  cluii-intci-  w.is  the  positive  expression  of  a  strong,  loyal  and 
noble  nature:  cliMiity.  tolerance  and  deep  human  sympathy  remained 
with  him  as  constant  guests;  he  was  ever  mindful  of  those  "in  any  ways 
afflicted,  or  distressed,  in  mind,  body  or  estate":  he  remembered  those 
who  were  forgotten ;  he  fought  the  good  tight  and  kept  the  faith ;  his  gen- 
tleness of  spirit  blossomed  through  in  kindly  words  and  kindly  deeds — 
in  short,  his  life  was  an  inspiration  and  an  incarnate  beatitude.  Of  all 
those  who  have  lived  and  labored  in  Erie  County,  there  has  been  none 

whose  ;ir|iicvc iit  has  been  more  fruitful  and  benignant,  none  whose 

memoi'v  sIkiII  lir  held  in  higher  or  more  enduring  affection  and  honor 
than  tills  iiviitli-  shepherd,  this  faithful  friend,  this  great  and  noble  soul. 
Doctor  ilarks  was  one  of  the  pionccf  iliru,\  iiumi  oI  the  Episcopal  Church 
in  Northern  Ohio,  and  now  that  lie  li;i^  pass.  , I  Idiwind  to  his  reward  and 
entered  into  the  life  eternal,  his  inHuciicr  cuntiiiucs  in  ever  widening 
angle  of  beneficence  in  the  community  in  which  he  long  lived  and  labored, 
while  to  the  older  generation,  with  whom  he  came  in  personal  contact, 
there  remains  consolation  and  compensation  in  the  memory  of  his  beau- 
tiful life  and  of  the  privilege  which  was  theirs  to  know  and  touch  the 
same.  Doctor  Marks  entered  into  eternal  rest  on  Iho  2Sth  of  February, 
1882,  and  well  it  may  be  said  that  "his  works  do  follow  him."  He  was  a 
valiant  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  afterwards  a  pensioner. 

On  the  Sunday  after  the  death  of  Rev.  Samuel  ilarks  there  was  deliv- 
ered in  the  church  of  which  he  had  so  long  been  the  revered  rector,  a 
sermon  that  drew  insjiiring  lessons  from  his  life,  tiie  same  having  been 
given  by  a  younger  and  valued  friend  of  the  deceased,  the  Rev.  IMarcus 
Alden  Tolnian,  rcictor  of  St.  Mark's  Church.  Jlauch  Cluuik,  Pennsylva- 
nia. The  necessarily  prescribed  limitations  of  a  sketch  of  this  order  do 
not  permit  more  tiian  the  briefest  of  quotations  from  this  sermon  of  trib- 
ute, but  the  following  words  therefrom  may  properly  be  i)erpetnated  in 
this  connection:   "The  memory  of  the  Rev.  SMiiinel  .Marks  is  intertwined 
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with  all  of  the  interests  and  with  all  of  the  history  of  this  community. 
1  need  not  even  mention  his  many  virtues,  nor  speak  of  those  remarkable 
traits  of  character  which  combined  to  make  him  so  tenderly  loved  while 
living  and  so  widely  and  sincerely  mourned  at  death;  for  they  were 
known  to  you  all,  and  for  many  years  you  were  permitted  to  see  them 
shine  through  the  outward  acts  of  a  noble  Christian  life.  «  *  *  Qh, 
the  blessedness  of  having  such  a  man  for  a  pastor!  What  rich  and 
abundant  fruit  should  follow  tlicsi'  f(ii-l.\-  years  of  such  careful  and  such 
prayerful  culture!  What  a  -t.nkI  liaiwst  of  souls  should  be  gathered 
from  this  ground  first  broken  by  surh  saintly  hands!  Weep  not  that  he 
is  gone,  but  rather  rejoice  that  he  was  permitted  to  remain  so  long! 
Long  will  the  loving  memory  of  such  a  spiritual  father  be  cherished  in 
this  parish,  and  long,  being  dead,  he  will  continue  to  speak." 

It  is  known  that  Doctor  IMarks  was  a  scion  of  an  old  and  patrician 
family  of  Irish  lineage  and  of  Protestant  faith,  one  that  in  Ireland  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  Established  Church  of  England,  but  no 
definite  data  concerning  the  family  record  ai-e  available.  Dr.  Mai-ks  was 
born  at  Marktown,  Ireland,  on  the  19th  of  November,  1797,  and  thus  was 
nearlj'  eighty -five  .years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  From  a  memoir 
published  in  the  year  1901  are  taken,  with  slight  elimination  and  para- 
phrase, the  following  extracts: 

"  It  is  now  eighteen  years  since  the  village  of  Huron  said  farewell  to 
the  grandest  chai-acter  that  has  ever  made  this  town  a  permanent  abid- 
ing place.  And  these  long  years  have  only  added  luster  to  the  name 
of  Samuel  2Iarks,  who  came  to  this  place  away  back  in  the  early  days 
of  its  history  and  to  whose  genius  and  eloquence  Huron  owes  lasting 
homage.  Mr.  Marks  came  of  that  class  of  highly  cultured  Irish  stock 
that  has  made  the  Irish  people  famous.  His  early  education  was  plain 
but  correct;  his  early  teachings  were  calculated  to  develop  strength  of 
character  and  self-reliance.  At  an  early  age  he  turned  his  eyes  and 
iiopes  toward  America,  and  at  the  first  good  opportunity  he  crossed  the 
great  ocean  and  lauded  in  New  York.  Here  he  found  a  wide  field  for 
his  genius  and  took  up  the  ministry  of  God.  In  Susquehanna  County, 
Pennsylvania,  he  received  the  orders  of  the  deaeonate  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  on  the  lith  of  May,  1824,  at  the  hands  of  Bishop 
White,  and  on  the  11th  of  May  of  the  following  year  Bishop  White  con- 
ferred upon  him  ordination  to  the  priesthood,  in  St.  Paul's  Church. 
Philadelphia.  He  began  his  missionary  work  in  Northern  Pennsylvania, 
tlicn  a  remote  and  sparsely  settled  portion  of  the  Keystone  State,  and 
there  he  continued  his  labors  for  a  number  of  yeai's.  He  continued  his 
zealous  services  in  Prinisyl\  nnia  until  lir  was  called  to  the  Diocese  of 
Michigan,  of  which  tbi'  i;t.  llr\ .  Samurl  .McCuskry  was  bishop.  There 
he  worked  faithfully  ajnl  clirci-rully.  as  oiir  nl'  tile  pioneer  clergymen  of 
iiis  clnircli  in  :\lichigan  Territory  until  li.'  arci'i.t.Ml  tlie  call  exte'ii<led  by 
tlic  parish  ;it  Huron.  Ohio,  his  oHii-ial  assnniplion  of  tlie  i)ositi()ii  of 
rector  of  Clirist  Church  having  talicii  plarc  in  lS;j!),  tliough  the  records 
of  the  parish  show  that  he  had  here  conducted  the  first  services 
for  the  little  congregation  in  the  spring  of  1837,  this  service  having 
been  conducted  in  a  house  at  the  corner  of  South  and  Ohio  streets.  The 
formal  call  for  him  to  assume  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  parish  was  given 
April  11.  1839.  and  the  present  seemly  and  dignified  chui'ch  edifice  was 
completed  in  the  following  year.  In  1846  Dr.  Marks  became  rector  of 
a  church  at  Racine,  Wisconsin,  but  in  1849  he  returned  to  Huron,  where 
he  continued  his  faithful  services  until  the  close  of  his  long  and  useful 
life,  his  pastorate  having  thus  covered  a  period  of  fort.y  years.  He  was 
not  only  the  spiritual  guide  and  devoted  friend  of  his  own  flock  but  was 
also  the  wise  and  valued  counselor  of  all  the  people  of  this  place  and 
the  surrounding  country.     He  was  noted  for  his  wit  and  humor,  his 
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high  scholarship,  his  splendid  oratorical  powers,  his  unfailing  sympathy 
and  kindliness  and  his  abiding  love  for  "all  soi-ts  and  conditions  of 
men."  Dr.  Marks  vitalized  both  the  spiritual  and  temporal  activities 
of  his  parish  and  was  a  loved  and  eonnnauding  figure  in  the  communal 
life  in  general.  He  was  beloved  by  all  the  people  and  when  he  died  his 
church  considered  his  loss  almost  irreparable.  On  the  2d  of  March, 
1882,  his  funeral  services  were  held  at  Christ  Church,  amidst  the  great- 
est outpouring  of  mourners  that  ever  attended  a  funeral  in  Huron. 
Eight  clergymen  of  the  Episcopal  Cliurch  assisted  in  the  impressive 
obseiiiih's,  iis  (|i,l  iiN'i  I'.i'ii'  ( 'oiiiiMMiKli'i-y  (if  Kiii'^lits  Templars,  of  San- 
dusk  v  :  Sciriiir  Liiikr,  Ainiriit  l''riri.V:  A  ri  •! '  1 1 1 1 1 1  ,M  asous,  of  the  samc  clty ; 
and  Maiks  Loilgv,  of  lluroii,  wiiii-h  Ahismn,'  lii>(l\-  was  named  in  honor  of 
Dr.  ;\larks,  who  had  served  as  ils  rliaphiiii  from  the  time  of  its  organi- 
zation until  his  death.  No  man  cn^i-  knew  him  that  did  not  respect  this 
man,  the  most  illustrious  character,  the  highest,  noblest  and  most  beloved 
of  all  citizens  ever  claimed  by  Huron."  The  Masonic  order  has  erected 
a  monument  to  his  memory. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
in  recognition  of  his  long  and  fruitful  si  r\ic-e  and  his  high  intellectual 
attainments.  He  continued  a  close  ami  a|>|iii'i'iative  student  till  the  close 
of  his  life  and  his  reading  eovercil  tlic  liroadcst  field  of  standard  litei-a- 
ture,  the  while  he  always  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day  and  was  known  for  his  civic  loyalty  and  liberality. 
The  doctor  accunnilated  a  specially  large  and  valuable  private  library, 
both  iiilisiastiral  and  general,  and  prior  to  his  death  he  had  divided 
the  saiiii  aiiiiiiip  a  number  of  Episcopal  parishes  in  Ohio,  the  larger  and 
more  silict  jioitimi  liaving  been  yiven  to  the  church  at  Gambler,  where 
is  situtated  the  veiieralili'  ami  hisiorir  I'lmrrli  institution  known  as  Ken- 
yon  College.  In  makini:  iliis  s|il..miiil  licquest  to  various  parishes 
Doctor  Marks  was  givaily  assisted  liy  llisliop  McElvaney,  of  the  Diocese 
of  Cleveland,  in  which  the  Huron  parish  is  included. 

Dortor  Marks  was  twice  wedded.  In  Pennsylvania,  as  a  young  man,  he 
married  ]\liss  Anna  Hostwick,  who  died  within  a  comparatively  short 
time  after  their  home  had  been  established  at  Huron  and  who  was  in 
middle  life  at  the  time  of  her  demise.  She  was  survived  by  three  chil- 
dren, William,  Eliza  and  Charles,  but  the  two  last  mentioned  died  when 
young.  William  passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  the  City  of 
Toledo,  where  he  had  married  a  widow  witli  one  child,  no  children  of 
his  own  having  survived  him. 

At  Milan,  this  county,  on  tiie  I'sth  of  Maivh.  ls4-_'.  was  -nleiiiiiized 
the  marriage  of  Doctor  Marks  t(i  .Miss  i-aiiiiiejine  .Minuse.  v.]„,  uas  born  in 
Xew  York  City,  on  the  3d  of  Man-li.  lsn-_>.  ami  wh,.  was  a  lepresentative 
of  fine  old  Holland  Dutch  stock  in  the  Empire  Stall',  she  liaviug  been  a 
young  woman  when  she  accompanied  her  paients  on  tlnir  removal  to 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  the  family  home  was  eslablished  at  Milan. 
She  was  graduated  in  a  female  seminary  at  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  when 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  she  was  a  woman  of  high  ideals,  admirable 
mental  powers,  deepest  Christian  devotion  and  zeal  and  unvarying  sym- 
pathy and  kindliness.  She  proved  to  her  distinguished  husband  a  true 
helpmeet,  and  in  the  counnunity  that  was  long  her  home  her  memory  is 
held  in  reverent  affection  by  those  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  her 
gracious  and  gentle  influence.  She  did  not  long  survive  the  shock  and 
bereavement  of  her  husband's  death,  and  was  summoned  to  eternal  rest 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1884,  at  the  old  homestead  on  Williams  Street  in 
Huron.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  :Marks  had  no  children.  l>ut  all  cliildrcn  were 
the  objects  of  their  tender  affection  and  solicitude. 

]\Irs.  .Marks  was  a  daughtei-  of  George  and  JIary  (Craigl  Minuse, 
the  former  of  whom  were  luii'ii  in  Xew  York  City  and  the  latter  in  the 
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City  of  Philadelphia,  their  respective  dates  of  nativity  having  been 
June  20,  1771,  and  February  15,  1780.  Their  marriage  was  solemnized 
in  New  York  City,  and  concerning  their  eliildren  the  following  brief 
data  are  entered :  George,  Jr.,  who  was  born  October  3,  1800,  died  young  ; 
Emmeliue,  Mrs.  Marks,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Alfred  was  born 
December  10,  1804,  married  and  was  survived  by  a  number  of  children  : 
Horatio,  who  was  born  June  26,  1807,  is  more  specifically  nn'iitioned  in 
a  following  paragi-aph  ;  Mary  B.,  who  was  born  Jaiiiun  y  s.  isio^  became 
the  wife  of  Alexander  McClure  and  after  his  death  slic  nsulid  in  IFrn'on 
for  thirty-eight  years,  hci-  death  liaxinj^-  nc.Mirrcil  \\  hrii  slir  was  ciiility- 
five  years  of  age,  in  tlic  nld  .Mai'ks  iKinn'slcail  mi  Wjlliains  sirrci;  she 
had  no  children;  Elizal)ctli,  wlm  \\as  Imi-ii  l''i'hniai\  17,  b^lLl.  iIumI-  «  hrii 
a  young  woman;  and  Stephen,  who  was  boi'ii  August  27,  1M4,  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years. 

Horatio  Minuse  was  a  youth  at  the  time  of  the  family  immigration  to 
Erie  County,  and  his  father  became  one  of  the  early  pioneer  settlers  in 
what  is  now  Milan  Township,  where  a  farm  was  reclaimed  by  him  from 
the  forest  wilds.  Horatio  was  reared  to  maturity  under  the  conditions 
and  influences  of  the  pioneer  epoch  and  as  a  young  man  he  went  to 
Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  as  a  pioneer  in  a  section  that  was  then  wild  and 
very  sparsely  settled.  In  that  state,  on  the  2d  of  March,  1834.  was  sol- 
emnized his  marriage  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Conroe,  who  was  born  in  Vermont, 
on  the  26th  of  September,  1811,  her  parents  having  been  pioneers,  first 
in  Ohio  and  later  in  Wisconsin,  the  closing  years  of  their  lives  having 
been  passed  at  Green  Bay.  Horatio  Minuse  and  his  wife  finally  returned 
to  Ohio  and  after  living  a  few  years  on  a  farm  near  Groton,  Erie  County, 
they  settled  in  Milan  Township,  Mr.  Minuse  having  become  not  only 
one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  cnuiity  but  also  having  early  be- 
come interested  in  the  enterprise  of  bnat-bnildiiig,  with  which  he  con- 
tinued to  be  identified  several  years,  llr  dicil  at  his  home  in  the  Village 
of  Milan,  on  the  25th  of  December,  1872.  and  his  widow  passed  away 
Decendjer  20,  1874,  both  having  been  devout  communicants  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  and  Mr.  Minuse  having  been  a  stalwart  in  the 
camp  of  the  republican  party.  They  were  persons  of  strong  and  upright 
character  and  commanded  the  unqualified  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them. 
In  the  following  paragraph  is  given  succinct  record  concerning  their 
children : 

George,  who  was  born  at  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  December  11,  1834, 
married  but  had  no  children,  his  death  having  occurred  May  12,  1876 ; 
Mary  R.,  born  at  Green  Bay,  Jidy  1,  1836,  is  the  widow  of  LeGrand 
Saunders  and  she  now  resides  in  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  ilarion 
County,  Oregon;  Horatio,  Jr.,  who  was  born  at  Groton.  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  June  3,  1838,  was  formerly  engaged  in  the  livery  bnsimss  at 
Milan,  this  county,  where  he  is  now  living  retired,  his  oiil\-  i-liibi  bring 
a  daughter;  Emmeline  was  born  at  Groton,  April  11,  1840.  is  tlic  widow 
of  George  A.  Budd,  who  died  at  Huron,  where  she  ami  ln'i'  .laniiliter, 
Emmeline  Margaretta,  and  her  sister  Lucy  (■(nitiniie  iheir  ivsiilenee,  her 
son  Jay  being  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Clevehiiid  and  lier  daughter  .Mary 
Ci'aig  iieing  the  wife  of  Charles  Skinner  of  Cuicnniati,  a  younger  daugh- 
ter, Lucy  L.,  being  the  wife  of  Edwin  J.  Howard,  an  attorney  of  that 
city  ;  the  next  is  Dr.  G.  A.  Budd  of  Frankfort.  Kentucky,  and  the  young- 
est child  was  Sallie  Parker,  who  died  aged  .six  years.  Miss  Lucy  Minuse 
was  born  in  Groton.  this  .(lunty,  on  the  5th  of  December,  1843,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Huron,  as  already  nol.d:  Idi/a  Marks,  the  next  in  order  of 
birth,  was  born  November  16,  1845,  at  (iroton,  and  her  death  occurred 
Sejitcinber  26,  1858;  John  C,  who  was  born  in  the  City  of  Sandusky, 
in  November,  1847,  died  unmarried  when  a  young  man;  Jennie  Lind. 
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tlie  youngest  of  the  children,  was  boi-ii  April  24,  1858,  is  the  wife  of 
Edward  E.  Gandern,  of  Elyria,  this  state,  and  they  have  thi-ee  daiifjhters. 
It  is  most  pleasing  to  record  that  the  fine  old  homestead  that  was  for 
so  many  years  the  abiding  place  of  Rev.  Samuel  Marks  passed  to  the 
ownei-shii)  of  his  niece,  Miss  Lucy  Minuse,  who  cherishes  his  memory 
and  that  of  his  devoted  wife  with  a  truly  filial  sentiment  and  who  care- 
fnlly  siif,  .^iiiirds  tiie  gracious  memories  and  hallowed  associations  of  the 
old  Ikhiii'  |>hir,-.  Like  her  sisters  and  brothers.  Miss  ilinuse  received 
excellent  ei lui-:it  ioiial  advantages  in  her  youth,  and  all  have  held  to  the 
faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  she  is  a  devc.iit  e,,iiiiininieant  of 
Christ  Church  and  an  active  worker  in  the  |i:iri-,li  of  whieli  her  uncle 
was  long  the  rector.  After  the  death  of  her  parents  .Miss  .Miiiuse  resided 
for  some  time  in  the  home  of  her-sister  Emmeline,  ilrs.  Budd,  at  Elyria. 
and  thereafter  she  was  with  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Marks,  at  Huron  until  issti. 
after  which  she  was  in  tlie  home  of  another  aunt,  Jlrs.  Mary  B.  ilcClure. 
in  this  place.  Tlu'oiiuh  inh.rit.in.-e  .iml  (h^visement  by  will's  .Miss  .\liinise 
has  come  into  the  iMissevsiim  ,,r  a  edin  iiirl.ilile  fortune,  and  in  I'.hk;  sh,. 
purchased  her  present  Hne  hniue,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  :ind 
modern  in  the  city  of  Huron,  the  same  heinu  eliuilily  situated  on  Center 
Street.  Her  sister,  Mrs.  Budd,  has  resi,|e,|  with  her  many  years,  and 
both  are  gracious  gentlewomen  who  are  prmuinent  in  the  social  activi- 
ties of  the  community  and  whose  circle  of  fi'ieuds  is  limited  only  by  that 
of  their  acquaintances. 

H.ARRY  J.  ScHwiNN.  Ill  this  era  of  "big  business,"  when  nearly  all 
successful  manufacturing  concerns  are,  and  have  to  be,  operated  on  a 
large  scale,  he  who  can  hold  a  responsible  position  with  such  a  concern 
must  be  a  man  of  intelligence,  industry  and  thoroughly  reliable  cliai'- 
acter.  Such  a  man  is  Harry  J.  Schwinn,  foreman  of  the  blacksiuiiliini.:- 
department,  and  caretaker  of  the  locomotives  of  the  boiler  depai-tnicnt 
of  the  Castalia  Portland  Cement  Company,  at  Castalia,  Ohio,  who  has 
been  connected  with  this  flourishing  concern  for  the  past  sixteen  years. 
Mr.  Schwinn  was  born  in  the  busj'  manufacturing  city  of  Allegheny, 
Pennsylvania,  November  15,  1868,  a  son  of  Adam  J.  and  Catherine 
(Foley)  Schwinn.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Allegheny  of  Germau 
extraction  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Ontario. 

Harry  J.  Schwinn  resided  in  Allegheny  until  he  was  ten  years  old, 
at  which  time  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Franklin,  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  subsequently  died.  After  a  two  years'  residence  there,  he 
came,  in  1880,  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  settling  in  Sandusky,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  boiler-maker  and  blacksmith,  which  ho  followed 
in  Sandusky  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1899  he  came  to  Castalia  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Castalia  Portland  Cement  Company  as  a 
blacksmith.  The  concern  was  then  in  its  infancy,  but  the  business  grad- 
ually increased,  the  plant  -was  enlarged  from  time  to  time,  and  Mr. 
Schwinn 's  faithful  service  received  merited  i-eeognition.  A  thorough 
master  of  his  trade,  he  has  justified  the  confidence  of  his  employers  and 
his  depai-tment  is  conducted  with  the  highest  degree  of  efficiency.  In 
politics  Mr.  Schwinn  is  a  republican  and,  as  a  good  citizen,  he  takes  a 
coiiiini  iidable  interest  in  local  affairs,  supporting  the  cause  of  good  gov- 
crnnient  and  doing  whatever  he  can  to  advance  the  moral  and  material 
welfare  of  the  conununitv.  He  is  fraternallv  affiliated  with  Spring  Tent. 
K.  O.  T.  ]\T.,  at  Castalia,  the  Loyal  Order  of  IMoose.  at  Sandusky,  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Sandusky. 

Harry  J.  Schwinn  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elffa  Smiley,  of 
Franklin,  Penns.ylvania,  of  which  place  she  is  a  native.  Her  ]iarents 
were  Joseph  ^I.  and  Adaline  f^fcFate")  Smile.v,  her  father,  now  de- 
ceased,  being  a   native  of   Kranklin.  wliei'c  the   Smiley    family  settled   ;\f 
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an  early  date.  Mrs.  Sehwinn's  mother  was  born  in  Siinnville,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  comes  of  Kevolutionary  auce.stry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scliwinn  are 
memljers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  have  six  children — 
Morris  II.,  Catherine  A.,  Reed  E.,  Ruth  Irene,  Allen  H.  and  Marian  G. 

Capt.  Jonathan  F.  H.vrrington.  The  career  of  a  dutiful,  honor- 
able and  upright  man,  a  gallant  soldier,  a  thorough  and  diligent  agri- 
culturist and  a  useful,  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizen,  is  illustrated  in 
the  enviable  life  record  of  Captain  Harrington,  one  of  the  old  and  hon- 
ored residents  of  Groton  Township.  He  has  not  only  pci-furiiicd  hi.s  own 
part  in  life  well,  but  belongs  to  a  family  which  in  iii;iii\  inliiuatc  and 
useful  ways  has  been  identified  with  Erie  County  since  tln'  ln^ginning  of 
settlement  in  this  section  of  Northern  •  Ohio.  In  fact,  the  Harringtons 
are  among  the  very  oldest  families  of  the  county,  having  been  repre- 
sented in  local  citizenship  for  considerably  more  than  a  century.  Its 
early  members  braved  the  hardships  and  pi-ivatimis  of  the  wild  unbroken 
district  in  the  early  years  of  the  nim  licntli  icntury,  and  in  all  the 
generations  those  of  the  name  have  bi-ni  limkiil  upon  as  men  and  women 
of  industry  and  honorable  dealings  who  have  contributed  in  large  de- 
gree to  the  development  and  growth  of  their  communities. 

The  birth  of  Capt.  Jonathan  F.  Harrington  occurred  on  a  farm 
in  Groton  Township  January  3,  1835.  His  parents  were  Ralph  and 
Anna  (Paxton)  Harrington,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  latter  of  Kentucky.  Ralph  Harrington  was  a  son  of  Seth  Harring- 
ton, who  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  owing  to  his  service  as  a  captain 
of  militia  in  early  days  of  Ohio  was  long  familiarly  known  as  Capt. 
Seth  Harrington.  Captain  Seth  brought  his  family  in  1812  to  what  is 
now  Erie  County,  Ohio.  His  seltli'iiUMit  was  on  the  banks  of  Pipe  Ci-cek 
in  (initon  Township.  His  sinipic  Imnic  was  in  tlif  midst  of  the  wilder- 
ness ajul  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  li\'elilioo(l  came  fi-oni  Ihe  wild  i;anic 
found  in  abundance  all  over  the  country.  The  life  of  the  familj'  in 
the  early  days  was  similar  to  that  of  other  pioneers.  Only  the  barest  of 
necessities  were  obtainable,  and  the  comforts  and  conveniences  were  not 
to  lie  tlinuelit  of.     The  Harringtons  were  typical  of  the  sturdy,  rugged 

and    el iiiil    pioneers,   who   continued  their  labors   forward   to  better 

ciri-unistanees,  so  that  succeeding  generations  have  profited  from  their 
sacrifices  and  hardships.  Capt.  Seth  Harrington  died  in  Groton 
Township  when  he  was  past  eighty  years  of  age.  Ralph  Harrington 
was  only  about  five  year.s  of  age  when  brought  with  other  members-  of 
the  family  from  Rhode  Island  to  Erie  County.  They  made  that  long 
and  tedious  jouimey  by  wagon  and  team  and  camped  out  along  the 
roadside  as  night  overtook  them.  A  century  ago  Indians  were  almost 
as  mimerous  in  Northern  Ohio  as  white  settlers,  ajul  not  infrequently 
they  caused  considerable  trouble  and  anxiety  to  the  pioneers,  who,  when 
tlireatened  by  an  Indian  incursion  would  gather  together  under  the 
protection  of  an  improvised  fort  or  blockhouse.  Ralph  Harrington,  like 
his  father,  was  a  man  of  industry  and  high  standing  in  the  connnunity. 
His  death  was  a  serious  loss  to  the  township  and  was  the  more  lament- 
able owing  to  the  fact  that  he  was  killed  accidentally.  One  day  while 
the  Civil  war  was  being  fought  he  rode  a  young  colt  to  the  Seven  Mile 
House  postoffice,  called  for  his  mail,  and  in  attempting  to  mount  his 
horse  was  unable  to  overcome  its  resistance  and  temper  and  was  kicked 
to  death.  He  was  familiarly  known  as  Squire  Harrington,  having 
served  as  a  .justice  of  the  peace  in  Groton  Township,  and  had  also  filled 
the  office  of  trustee.  During  the  battle  fought  by  Commodore  Perry 
with  the  English,  he  was  asleep  on  a  large  stone,  which  still  lies  along 
the  highway  about  a  mile  south  of  the  Harrington  home,  and  when  he 
awoke  is  said  to  have  remarked:  1  heard  someone  singing.     He  was  but 
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a  child  theu,  and  he  slumbered  on  the  stone  wliih:  other  iiieiiihei-s  of  the 
family  were  gathering  hay. 

Capt.  JoJiathan  F.  Harrington  grew  uj)  in  a  lime  when  Erie 
County  was  still  partly  in  a  pioneer  condition.  He  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  and  secured  his  educational  training  in  some  of  the  early 
sc^hoolhouses  familiarly  known  only  to  the  oldest  residents  now  living. 
After  getting  the  advantages  ofKered  by  the  schools  in  Groton  Township 
he  also  spent  one  j-ear  attending  school  at  Detroit,  Michigan.  Since 
early  youth  he  has  been  studious,  and  few  citizens  of  Groton  Township 
have  read  more  widely  and  have  kept  llinusclv.s  better  informed  on 
all  subjects  of  current  interest.  His  viMatiim  since  early  manhood  has 
been  that  of  farming,  and  soon  after  gitiiiiLt  shuted  in  that  vocation  he 
went  away  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Union.  Captain  Harrington  en- 
listed in  May,  1861,  in  Company  A,  of  the  Seventy-second  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  his  first  duty  was  in  recruiting  the  company  for 
that  regiment,  and  after  getting  its  iiuota  inustcivd  in  he  took  his  place 
in  the  ranks  as  a. private  soldier.  A  y.-ir  Lit,  i-  h,.  was  made  second  lieu- 
tenant, and  later  promoted  to  first  liiulcnaiii.  and  during  the  last  two 
years  of  Iiis  sti-vii-r  was  captain  of  the  <'ompany.  IL-  (•(iniimird  in  the 
war  four  vrais  mini  his  honorable  discharge  in  Septcmlicr,  IS',;.").  Cap- 
tain Harrin.ul.in  saw  nuu-h  of  the  arduous  service  in  tln'  Wi'stiin  armies, 
foiight  in  the  great  battle  of  Shilnh.  |iart  icipated  in  the  siege  of  Corinth 
and  also  in  the  campaign  ending  m  tl:,'  fall  of  Yieksburg.  At  the  elosi- 
of  the  war  his  regiment  was  statniind  ai  .Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  after 
getting  his  honorable  discharge  lie  returned  home  to  Groton  Township 
and  was  soon  applying  himself  with  characteristic  vigor  to  his  business 
as  a  farmer. 

On  January  1,  1868,  Captain  Harrington  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Mc- 
who  also  represents  some  of  the  pioneer  stock  of  Erie  County. 
Jlrs.  Harrington  was  born  in  Margaretta  Township  of  Erie  County,  a 
daughter  of  James  C.  and  Marietta  (Prout)  McKesson.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Lycoming  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  her  mother  was  a 
native  of  Oneida  County,  New  York.  Mrs.  Harrington's  great-great- 
grandrallin-.  Ri-v.  Jnliii  Mi-Kessnn,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  clergymen 
and  iuissi,inai-i(  s  (if  ilic  I'lrslix  ti nan  Church  in  America,  and  had  re- 
ceived Ins  rducation  in  tlic  I  iiivcisity  of  Ediuburg,  Scotland.  The  Mc- 
Kessons  were  among  the  very  early  settlers  of  Margaretta  Township, 
and  ]Mrs.  Harrington's  maternal  ancestors,  the  Prouts,  were  etiually 
early  in  their  settlement  in  Oxford  Township.  Through  her  mother 
Mrs.  Harrington  is  a  greal-<;raiidilani:lilfi'  of  two  Revolutionary  soldiers, 
whose  names  were  Prout  ami  Hull.  ('a|i!ain  Harrington  and  wife  be- 
came the  parents  of  one  ilau^litei',  ,\nna  .Marietta,  )iow  tlu;  widow  of 
Joseph  (ioebes,  who  during  his  life  followed  farming  in  (iroton  Town- 
shi]).  :\lrs.  Goebes  has  a  daughter,  Florence  M..  who'was  horn  June  L>;J. 
1909. 

Jn  a  public  capacity  Captain  Harrington  has  served  his  home  com- 
munity several  times  as  township  trustee,  also  as  clerk  of  the  township, 
and  has  been  a  stanch  republican  since  the  beginning  of  that  party, 
having  come  of  age  just  about  the  time  the  first  republican  camjiaign 
was  being  waged  in  ]856.  As  a  farmer  he  owns  a  highly  imjjroved  and 
vahud)le  place  of  155  acres,  devoted  to  general  agricultural  lines,  and 
he  has  for  many  years  represented  the  best  ideals  of  country  life.  He 
is  now  vice  president  of  the  Erie  County  Agricultural  Society,  an  offii'C 
h(>  has  filled  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  likewi.se  held  the  post  of 
director  in  that  organization.  The  family  are  well  known  socially 
throughout  the  township  and  county.  Captain  Harrington  is  also  a 
member  of  the  TInion  Veterans  Corps,  which  fornu'rlv  had  its  head(|uar- 
ters  at   CIvde.  Ohio. 
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Daniel  D.  AVhite.  There  are  in  every  community  men  of  great 
force  of  character  who  by  reason  of  their  capacity  for  leadership  be- 
come recognized  as  foremost  citizens  and  bear  a  most  important  part 
in  public  affairs.  Such  has  been  the  creditable  position  in  the  Castalia 
community  of  Daniel  D.  White,  who  for  many  years  was  a  progressive 
farmer  in  Groton  Township,  has  frequently  been  honored  witli  those 
positions  which  denote  community  esteem  and  for  the  past  ten  years  has 
been  cashier  of  the  Castalia  Banking  Company.  He  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipals on  the  organization  of  that  solid  financial  institi^tion  in  Septem- 
ber, 1905,  and  has  since  been  a  director  and  cashier. 

Mr.  White  is  one  of  the  citizens  of  Erie  County  who  represent  the 
old  colonial  stock  of  New  England.  He  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Elder 
John  White,  who  came  from  England  in  1632  and  in  September  of  that 
year  arrived  in  Massachusetts,  where  his  name  can  be  found  identified 
with  church  and  other  activities  so  as  to  stamp  him  a  leader  in  the  early 
history  of  that  colony.  Daniel  D.  White  was  born  in  Groton  Township 
of  Erie  County,  May  17,  1861.  His  parents  were  Ebenezer  and  Ellen 
(Jones)  White.  His  father  Avas  born  in  Massachusetts  and  his  mother 
in  New  York  State.  The  White  family  was  established  in  Erie  County 
by  Grandfather  Capt.  John  White,  who  gained  his  title  by  service  in 
the  state  militia.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  Groton  Town- 
ship and  for  several  years  the  family  lived  in  one  of  the  typical  log 
cabin  homes  of  that  pei'iod.  Ebenezer  White  was  about  thirteen  years 
■  of  age  when  he  accompanied  the  family  from  Massachusetts  to  Erie 
County  and  in  this  new  country  he  grew  up  to  useful  and  honorable 
manhood.  For  si.x  years  he  served  as  a  commissioner,  and  held  that 
office  at  the  time  the  present  Erie  Countj^  courthouse  was  constructed. 
He  was  a  republican  in  politics,  and  spent  all  his  active  career  as  a 
farmer  in  Groton  Township.  He  also  served  as  a  trustee  of  that  town- 
ship and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  well  known  throughout  the 
county.  His  death  occurred  in  1885.  Of  his  children  tRree  are  still 
living :  Lizzie  S.,  widow  of  W.  0.  Zabst,  late  of  Bellevue,  Ohio,  where 
she  now  resides,  Harriet  J.,  wife  of  J.  J.  Neill,  of  ^largaretta  Town- 
ship ;  and  Daniel  D. 

The  only  surviving  son,  Daniel  D.  White  grew  up  in  Groton  Town- 
ship and  his  education  came  partly  from  the  district  schools  and  partly 
from  the  schools  of  Castalia.  More  than  thirty  years  ago  he  began  his 
active  and  independent  career  as  a  farmer  in  his  native  township,  and 
that  was  his  chief  enterprise  up  to  1905,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  affairs  of  the  Castalia  Banking  Company,  as  one  of 
the  officers  and  directors.  At  various  times  Mi\  White  has  perfornuMl 
his  share  of  public  duties.  For  "six  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  lioard 
of  Control  of  the  Ohio  Agricultural  Experiment  Station'  at  Wooster. 
having  been  appointed  by  Gov.  George  K.  Nash  and  reappointed  by 
Gov.  Myron  T.  Herrick.  He  is  affiliated  with  Perseverance  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,"at  Sandusky,  with  Spring  Tent  No.  80  of  the  Knights  of  the 
ilaccabees  at  Castalia,  and  has  been  particularly  prominent  in  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  having  membership  in  Margaretta  Graiige  No. 
488,  which  he  served  as  master  three  years,  and  for  two  years  was 
master  of  Erie  County  Pomona  Grange.  At  Sacramento.  California, 
in  1888,  he  was  given  the  seventh  degi-ee  in  the  National  Grange.  Mr. 
White  still  owns  a  valuable  and  well  improved  farm  of  140  acres  in 
Groton  township.  His  part  has  always  been  that  of  a  progressive  and 
sul)stantial  citizen  and  his  reputation  rests  upon  solid  achievement. 

On  October  28,  1885,  he  married  Dora  Chase,  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry  Chase,  a  former  resident  of  Margaretta  Township,  and  of  New 
England  stock.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have  one  of  the  attractive  homes 
of  Castalia,  and  both  are  popular  members  of  social  circles. 
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William  C.  Graves.  Erie  County  has  many  men  who  are  not  only 
fortunate  in  their  material  circumstances  and  in  their  position  as  citi- 
zens, but  also  in  the  general  estimation  of  the  public  fully  deserve  all 
their  good  fortune.  Such  a  man  is  William  C.  Graves,  vice  president 
of  the  Castalia  Banking  Company  and  the  owner  and  at  one  time  the 
farmer  of  207  acres  of  land  in  Margaretta  Township.  Mv.  Graves  lias 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  Erie  County,  and  has  thai  preslii;v  wliieh 
belongs  to  a  successful  career. 

Many  years  ago,  when  Erie  County's  (l(\chipiiient  was  advaueetl 
only  a  few  degrees  beyond  pioneer  eoinlit  imis,  the  Graves  and  Caswell 
families  came  here  from  the  East.  Spiincr  (haves  was  an  early  set- 
tler in  Margaretta  Township  and  a  highly  influential  citizenship  of  that 
locality.  Calvin  Caswell  was  also  a  pioneer  in  the  same  township,  and 
lived  there  for  more  than  half  a  century.  At  one  time  he  owned  large 
tracts  of  land  in  the  township,  was  an  orderly  and  intelligent  fanner. 
and  his  reputation  extended  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  immediate  liomc 
community.  For  several  terms  he  served  as  a  county  commissiDiiti', 
and  was  also  at  one  time  president  of  the  Erie  County  Agi-icultural 
■Society  and  did  a  great  deal  to  strengthen  and  extend  the  influence  of 
that  organization.  These  two  families  were  united  by  the  marriage  of 
Lucius  S.  and  Emily  L.  (Caswell)  Graves,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
York  State  and  the  latter  of  Erie  County.  To  their  man-iage  was  born 
William  ('.  Graves  in  Margaretta  Township  on  Februai-y  18,  1861. 

His  early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm  in  his  native  township,  and 
in  the  course  of  time  he  acquired  a  liberal  education.  He  attended  the 
common  schools,  the  Castalia  High  School,  and  for  about  two  years 
pursued  a  i;viiii-al  ((iiiiiiici-cial  course  in  the  Northern  Ohio  Normal  at 
A'da.  Iiniiicili.ilily  :ifici-  his  marriage  he  removed  to  Roekford  in  IMercer 
(,'ounty.  Olii".  wlierc  lor  aluiut  ten  years  he  was  identified  with  the 
tim])er  and  lumber  industry.  From  there  he  removed  to  Sandusk}- 
and  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  T.  C.  Adams  &  Son  in  the  wholesale 
flour,  fruit  and  produce  business.  In  1900  Mr.  Graves  returned  to  Cas- 
talia, and  for  eight  years  was  in  the  general  merchandise  business  in 
that  village  and  also  served  as  postmaster.  Then  followed  three  years 
of  farm  management  on  his  estate  in  Margaretta  Township,  and  in  1913 
he  returned  to  Castalia  and  has  since  gi\en  inueh  of  his  attention  to  the 
Castalia  Banking  Company.  He  bceaii.e  a  shiekholder  in  that  institu- 
tion when  it  was  reorganized  and  sulisei|ueiilly  was  elected  its  viet; 
president. 

Mr.  Graves  married  Lucy  M.  Adams,  daughter  of  the  late  TlKiinas 
C.  Adams,  who  for  many  years  was  well  known  in  Castalia  and  other 
parts  of  Ohio  as  a  merchant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  have  one  son,  Calvin 
T.  Graves,  who  is  now  established  successfully  as  a  real  estate  nuin  in 
Detroit.  Jlichigan.  Mr.  Graves  is  affiliated  with  Sandusky  Lodge  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  is  a  man  of  genial 
social  qualities  as  well  as  of  broad  experience  and  thorough  ability  in 
business  affairs. 

llKUirAX  Kkikckh.  The  position  of  superintendent  of  a  large  uuuiu- 
faeturing  plant  in  these  days  of  strenuous  industrial  activity  is  no 
sinecure,  and  he  who  can  successfully  perform  its  duties  must  be  a  nuin 
of  experience,  tact  and  energy.  The  Castalia  Portland  Cement  Com- 
pany, who.se  large  plant  is  located  at  Castalia.  Ohio,  with  the  main 
office  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  has  an  exceptionally  competent  super- 
intendent in  Herman  Krueger,  a  man  well  and  favorably  known  in 
Castalia  and  throughout  iMargaretta  Township.  ^Ir.  Krueger  was  l)orii 
in  Prussia.  Germany.  August  (i.  1S7(I.  his  parents,  Theo.lore  and  Ilannali 
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(Gysau)  Knieger,  being  natives  of  that  country.  Wlien  he  was  a  child 
of  less  than  four  years,  or  in  the  spring  of  1874,  they  came  to  America, 
settling  in  Margaretta  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  here  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood,  acquiring  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  It  was  in  1898  that  he  first  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Castalia  Portland  Cement  Company,  going  to  work  in  the  coal- 
grinding  department.  After  spending  three  years  in  this  department 
lie  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  foreman  of  the  packing  house,  which 
he  tilled  for  some  time,  being  then  made  night  superintendent  of  the 
plant.  He  remained  in  this  position  for  several  years  and  was  .then 
made  general  day  foreman.  His  next  promotion  was  in  1909  to  his 
present  office  as  general  superintendent  of  the  plant,  in  which  he  has 
shown  himself  thoroughly  competent,  having  a  comjjrehensive  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  various  processes  of  manufacture,  united  with  a  high 
order  of  executive  ability.  The  concern  includes  a  number  of  different 
departments  and  gives  employment  to  about  160  men — laborers, 
mechanics,  mill  men,  firemen,  engineers  and  others,  of  all  of  whom 
Mr.  Krueger  has  charge.  His  success  in  life  lias  linn  achii'Vi-d  through 
his  own  industry  and  perseverance,  backed  by  im  inrniisiilciiihle  degrei- 
of  natural  ability.  A  public  spirited,  entcrjuisiiii:  ciii/cn,  lie  takes  an 
active  interest  in  local  affairs  and  is  ever  ready  to  aid  a  worthy  cause, 
especially  if  it  promises  to  be  of  general  benefit  to  the  community  at 
large.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  while  his  religious  affiliations"  arc 
with  the  Lutheran  Chiiivli  al  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Krueger  was  inariicd.  hrr.-mber  7,  1890,  to  Miss  Emma  David, 
who  was  born  in  Margaidla  TdMnsliip,  this  county,  daughter  of  Charles 
David,  a  former  resitlent  of  iMargaretta  Township,  but  now  deceased. 
Mrs.  Krueger,  after  a  happy  wedded  life  of  nearly  twenty-five  years. 
died  February  19,  1915,  leaving  five  children — Carl,  Fred,  Arthur  iv. 
Dora  and  Marjorie  A.  Carl  is  residing  in  Castalia,  while  the  other  four 
live  with  their  father  in  Margaretta  Township. 

Charles  Canfield.  The  scattered  survivors  of  the  war  of  1861-65 
are  men  of  distinction  and  boner  w  hereser  they  are  found.  One  of  these 
veterans  in  Erie  County  is  Charh's  Canfield  of  Castalia,  who  is  now 
spending  his  declining  years  in  comfort  and  honor  in  the  county  where 
he  was  born,  and  is  giving  dignified  and  acceptable  sei'vice  as  a  .iusticc 
of  the  peace  of  JMargaretta  Township  and  is  a  notary  public. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Milan  Township  of  Erie  County,  Janviary  18, 
1839,  and  though  his  life  has  been  a  most  active  and  eventful  one  it 
has  been  prolonged  to  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  century.  His 
parents  were  Moses  and  Belinda  (.Maeki  ("aniield.  The  Mack  family 
were  among  the  very  early  settlers  <if  .Milan  Township.  The  Canfields 
came  originally  from  Vermont.  AVIu^n  Cliailes  Canfield  was  still  a 
chilli  lie  liecaiiH'  a  resident  of  l-Jraiieli  County,  I\Iieliigan,  several  miles 
from  Coldwaler.  the  coiiiily  s  ^at.  lie  was  left  in  temler  years  to  meet 
the  difficulties  and  probleius  of  life  alni(,st  alone,  lie  grew  up  pai'tly 
in  the  home  of  Jerry  Noble,  who  lived  not  far  from  Coldwater,  and  sub- 
sequently was  in  the  home  of  Perry  Larribee  in  Bethel  Township  of 
Branch  County.  His  early  environment  and  his  life  among  strangers  did 
not  allow  him  to  attend  school  regularly,  and  he  has  gained  most  of  his 
knowledge  by  personal  reading  and  study  and  by  contact  with  men  and 
affairs.  lie  had  jiassed  his  majority  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  almost 
a!  ili.'  (ii'si  call  h,- enlisted  in  the  First  Michi<;aii  Liiiht  .\rtillery,  Loomis 
I!a1ler>,  \\lii,-li  \\as  or-ani/.e.l  at  Cohlwatcr.  He  was  in  the  three 
months'  sei-vicc,  and  dinan-'  that  time  i)ai'l  icipated  in  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run.     In  .laiiiiary,  1863,   Mr.  Canfield  enlisted  in  Company  D  of  the 


z-^ 


^^^, 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  727 

Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry  and  was  in  the  Department  of  ihe  Ohio  and 
subsequently  in  the  Department  of  the  Cumberlands.  The  cliniax  of 
his  military  experience  came  when  he  followed  Sherman  in  the  advance 
to  Atlanta  and  in  the  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  umler  fire  more  or  less 
all  the  time  while  with  Sherman,  and  in  the  battle  of  Bentonville,  North 
Carolina,  received  a  wound  from  a  bayonet  which  pierced  his  neck. 
Somewhat  later,  on  January  21,  1865,  he  was  given  an  honorable  dis- 
charge and  returned  home  to  take  up  the  duties  of  civil  life  with  the 
distinctions  and  honois  ili;ii  In-long  to  the  veteran  soldier.  After  the 
war  he  learned  tlie  in\i\r  of  \\ai;-on  maker,  and  followed  that  as  a  means 
of  livelilioo(l  almost  roni  iinmnsly  nntil  1908,  in  which  year  he  retired. 
In  llic  niraMliiih'  Mr.  CanlirM  'had  mad.-  his  hcini,-  in  "(liriVrmt  states 
and  in  .liUVivni  towns  and  cilirs.  in  .Aiaivh.  IIKIT.  In-  ram.'  to  ( 'astalia, 
and  lias  sin.T  liwd  at  tliat  villaiic  for  a  ininilicr  of  ycai's  liis  home 
was  in  Toledo;  he  also  liveil  in  Detroit,  and  in  whatever  conuuunity  any 
portion  of  his  life  has  been  spent  he  has  won  the  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  For  a  time  since  returning  to  Castalia  Mr.  Canfield  was  janitor 
of  the  high  school,  ihiii  for  scvi  ral  years  performed  the  duties  of  truant 
officer  for  Margaretia  touiishi|i.  and  is  still  acting  in  that  capacity  and 
is  also  one  of  the  just  ires  of  tlie  jieaee  and  has  a  commission  as  notary 
public. 

Mr.  Canfield  is  a  republican  but  has  frequently  exercised  his  discre- 
tion and  independence  in  casting  his  ballot.  At  one  time  he  was  a 
member  of  Vienna  Lodge  No.  205,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Clio.  Aiichi'^iaii,  and 
also  belongs  to  Vienna  Lodge  No.  191  of  the  Independi nt  (  Md.  i-  of  Odd 
Fellows  at  the  same  place.  He  also  belongs  to  the  (Jiand  Army  Post 
at  Castalia.  Mr.  Canfield  has  been  three  time  married,  and  by  his  second 
wife  has  two  sons:  Albert  E.  Canfield  of  Adrian,  Jlichigan,  and 
Charles  H.  Canfield  of  Jasper,  j\Iichigan. 

Mr.  Canfield's  pivsent  wif.'  is  one  of  the  most  inlereslin-  pioneer 
women  of  Erie  Connlx.  Ile|-  niaid.n  name  wa-  Sarah  -L  iiarvey,  and 
she  was  born  at  ],ansiny.  'I'onipknis  County,  New  \oi-k.  Ai.ril  IS,  182S. 
Her  parents  were  Thomas  and  Rachel  (Dickerson)  Harvey,  her  father 
a  native  of  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  and  her  mother  of  Tompkins 
County,  New  York.  When  Sirs.  Canfield  was  eight  years  of  age,  in 
1836,  her  parents  came  to  Erie  County  and  located  at  Sandusky,  whert; 
for  three  years  her  father  kept  the  old  Portland  House,  which  in  its 
time  was  a  popular  and  widely  known  hostelry.  Later  the  family  re- 
moved to  Margaretta  Township  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Castalia. 
They  moved  to  this  conuniniity  in  1839.  Later  her  father  bought  the 
Seven  Mile  House  in  Margaretta  Township,  and  conducted  it  a  number 
of  years.  Mrs.  Canfield  has  lived  in  Erie  County  almost  eighty  years, 
and  has  a  great  fund  of  recollections  and  nunnories  associated  with 
the  times  and  people.  Her  father,  after  selling  the  Seven  ilile  House, 
moved  to  Venice  and  for  several  years  was  proprietor  of  the  \'enice 
Hotel,  after  which  he  became  a  farmer  in  Margaretta  Township  and  at 
one  time  owned  400  acres  of  land  in  that  vicinity.  His  death  occurred 
in  Sandusky  in  1864.  Squire  Canfield,  as  he  is  familiarly  known  h\ 
his  friends  and  the  residents  of  Castalia,  is  a  man  of  indilie  spirit  and 
enjoys  tiie  good  will  and  respect  of  all  bis  fellow  townsmen. 

as  manager  of  tlie  extensive  hnnliei-  and  mainifai'turing  business  of  the 
Valentine  Fries  estate  without  iiaving  had  jirevious  experience  in  this 
line  of  enterprise,  Mr.  Hailey  has  shown  liimself  a  most  circumspect  and 
capabh'  executive,  has  fortified  himself  thoroughly  in  the  details  of  the 
business  and  has  made  the  same  ih'tinitely  siu-eessfui.     The  business  lias 
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shown  appreciable  expansion  undei*  his  effective  administration  and  he 
has  gained  secure  prestige  as  one  of  the  representative  men  of  affairs  in 
the  tliiiviiiu-  little  city  of  Huron,  where  he  has  been  the  incumbent  of 
Ills  pivsciit  managerial  position  since  1907  and  where  he  is  known  as  an 
alc-rt.  pnii^n.ssive  business  man  of  mature  judgment. 

The  Fries  estate  succeeded  to  the  (iHiieiship  of  the  lumber  business 
long  controlled  by  the  Wickham  Luiulni-  ( 'niniiaiiy,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  known  concerns  in  this  line  of  euter))iise  in  Erie  County,  and  the 
enterprise  has  been  conducted  under  its  present  auspices  since  1903.  In 
addition  lo  dealing  in  all  kinds  of  lumber  and  building  supplies,  includ- 
ing brick,  cement,  plaster,  etc.,  the  controlling  estate  operates  a  weU 
equipped  i)laning  mill,  the  plant  being  situated  ou  the  banks  of  and  near 
tlu-  mouth  of  the  Huron  River,  .so  that  the  best  of  shipping  facilities  are 
controlled  in  connection  witli  marine  service  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  born  in  Norwalk  Township,  Huron  County,  Ohio,  on 
the  11th  .of  September,  1871,  and  he  was  there  reared  to  adult  age,  in 
the  meanwhile  having  availed  himself  fully  of  the  advantages  of  the  pub- 
lie  scliools.  ineliidiii'j  tlie  lii.uli  scIhkiI  in  till'  city  of  Norwalk.  In  his  youth 
he  tlieii'  leai'iieil  the  trades  (it  |il iiiiiIht  and  tinsmith,  and  finally  he  en- 
gaevil  ill  lie'  phniibiiiu  ami  tinniii.u  business  at  Norwalk,  as  a  member 
of  the  tirm  of  Ufell  6i  Bailey,  his  practical  apprenticeship  having  been 
served  in  the  establishment  of  the  Butt  &  Peck  Hardware  Company. 
After  an  alliance  that  continued  six  years  Mr.  Bailey  withdrew  from  the 
firm  of  Gfell  &  Bailey  ami  since  that  time  the  enterprise  has  been  con- 
tinued under  the  title  of  •  i  I'eil  \:  <  '(impany.  One  year  after  retiring  from 
the  firm  mentioned  Mv.  Kailey  came  to  Huron,  where  he  has  since  been 
actively  associated  with  the  supervision  of  the  lumber  business  of  the 
Valentine  Fries  estate,  his  present  office  being  that  u\'  uvneral  manager. 

Mr.  Bailey  is  a  scion  of  a  sterling  pioneer  famil\'  of  Ohio,  within 
whose  gracious  borders  his  grandfather,  Charles  Bailey,  was  born  and 
reared,  the  entire  active  life  of  the  honored  grandsire  having  been  passed 
in  Huron  County,  where  he  followed  the  vocation  of  painter  and  where 
he  died  when  about  seventy  years  of  age.  He  was  a  republican  in  his 
I^roclivities  and  as  a  member  of  an  Ohio  regiment  he  served  as  a  valiant 
soldier  of  the  Union  army  during  virtually  the  entire  period  of  the 
Civil  war.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Curtis  and  she  was  like- 
wise about  seventy  years  of  ajzc  at  the  time  nf  il.aih.  slie  having  survived 
her  honored  husbaml  li>  sexeral  years,  ilrs.  Kailey  was  born  in  one  of 
the  primitive  lot;-  ealiin  liimies  ef  the  pioneer  era  in  the  history  of  Huron 
County,  where  hei'  |iaiviiis  settled  in  an  early  day,  when  that  section 
was  little  more  than  a  forest  w  ilderness  and  when  the  Indians  were  still 
much  in  evidence.  Concennng  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Bailey  the  following  brief  record  is  given :  Nelson,  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review,  is  the  eldest;  George  still  continues  his  residence  in 
Erie  County  and  is  the  father  of  six  children;  Susan  became  the  wife 
of  Jasper  Curtis,  who  is  survived  by  their  two  daughters,  and  after  his 
death  she  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Coleman,  their  residence  being  now 
at  Miami,  Florida,  where  Mr.  Coleman  is  eni^aued  in  the  pnipauating  of 
grapefruit  and  other  citrus  fruits,  im  eiiihlreii  lia\  iiil;  lie.  n  Imrn  of  this 
union;  Charles  is  a  bachelor  and  his  present  |ilaii'  nf  ahmle  is  unknown 
to  other  members  of  the  family. 

Nelson  Bailey  was  born  in  Norwalk  Township,  Huron  County, 
March  1,  1848,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood.  He  has  followed  vari- 
ious  occupations  and  for  more  than  half  a  century  has  maintained  his 
home  at  Townsend  Center,  a  village  in  his  native  county,  both  he  and 
his  wife  being  in  excellent  health  and  spirits  and  he  having  always  been 
uncompromising  in  his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party.  Mrs.  Bailey, 
who.se  maiden  name  was  Sarah  E.  .Emerson,  has  been  a  resident  of  Huron 
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County  from  the  time  of  her  birth  and  celebrated  her  sixty-sixth  birth- 
day anniversary  in  1915.  Of  the  children  all  are  living  except  a  daugh- 
ter who  died  in  infancy,  and  all  of  the  survivors  are  married  and  estab- 
lished in  homes  of  their  own,  their  names  being  entered  in  respective 
order  of  birth:  Ira  C,  Susan  E.,  John  J.,  Reuben,  Ora,  Lottie,  Anna, 
Frank,  riiorli,.  ;,n<l  Harrison. 

In  ilii'  <  ity  (if  Xnrwalk  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Ira  C.  Bailey 
to  Miss  Siiphia  licincck,  who  was  bora  in  Huron  County  on  the  24th  of 
Septeiiiher,  IStJS,  and  who  i-eeeived  excellent  educational  advantages  in 
her  youth.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Rosina  (Martin)  Reineck,  ' 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Ohio,  of  German  parentage,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  was  born  in  Germany,  whence  she  came  with  her  parents 
to  America  when  she  was  twelve  years  of  age,  the  family  home  having 
been  established  in  Huron  County,  where  her  parents  passed  the  residue 
of  their  lives,  both  having  attained  to  the  age  of  about  three  score  yeai-s 
and  ten.  Mr.  Reineck  was  a  farmer  by  vocation,  was  a  staunch  demo- 
crat in  his  political  proclivities,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  zealous 
communicants  of  the  Catholic  Church.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  have  two 
fine  sons,  both  of  whom  are  honoring  the  name  which  they  bear.  Arthur 
William,  who  was  born  October  29,  1895,  is  taking  up  the  trade  formerly 
carried  on  by  his  fatlicr,  llic  |>liiniliins-  Inisiness.  Milo  Reulien,  who  was 
born  Septciiilirr  i.'l',  ls!is,  is  idnitiiicil  with  the  marine  navigation  serv- 
ice of  the  (heat  Lakes  anil  in  i:il4  was  employed  as  a  sailor  on  the 
steamer  Ishpeming.  llr  has  (Iciiionstrated  rare  ability  for  one  of  his 
years 'and  is  now  a  member  of  tin-  i-i'cw  of  the  steamer  R.  S.  Warner 
(1915). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  and  llicir  suns  are  communicants  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  retaining  their  niriiiliiislii|i  in  the  parish  of  St.  Peter's  Church 
at  Huron,  and  Mr.  Baile.\-  still  retains  in  the  City  of  Norwalk,  Huron 
County,  his  affiliation  witli  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Catholic  Order 
of  Foresters  and  the  Catholic  JMutual  Benefit  Association,  in  which  last 
named  organization  he  has  held  official  positions. 

Smith  Gorsuch,  M.  D.  For  more  than  thirteen  years  Doctor  Gor- 
such  has  given  his  service  as  a  capable  ])liysician  and  surgeon  to  the 
community  of  Castalia.  Recognized  as  the  leading  medical  man  of 
Margaretta  Township,  he  belongs  to  a  profession  where  the  attainment 
of  such  reputation  is  in  the  highest  degree  creditable,  not  only  to  his 
skill  and  teclinieal  ability  but  to  his  social  and  i-\\\r  diaiaeter  as  a  man. 

Few  men  lia\e  wdi-ked  harder  to  raise  theniseUes  into  professional 
ranks  than  Ddeidi-  (uji-sueh.  He  was  born  in  helaware  Cnunty,  Oiiio. 
August  28,  1869,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Enieliiie  i  I'.aiesun  i  (lofsiieh,  both 

being  natives  of  Delaware  County,  and  liie  ther  is  still  li\iiie-.     His 

father  was  an  architect  and  builder  in  Di'lawaii'  Cnunty.  The  (iorsuch 
family  is  of  Oeianan  extraction  while  the  Balesims  wei','  Snileh. 

Doctor  (iiii'sncli  mew  up  in  Delaware  Counl>.  and  hriwei^n  his  early 
education,  whieh  \\as  eompleted  at  the  Reynold'sl,ui-e  lli-li  Scluiol.  and 
his  graduation  frniii  medieal  eollege  there  was  a  long  period  in  wiiich 
he  supported  himself  an. I  raised  a  fund  for  continued  study  by  teaching 
and  many  other  oecnpaiions  which  afforded  the  means  to  the  end.  At 
different  times  he  attended  for  two  years  the  National  Normal  University 
at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  when  that  school  was  under  the  management  of  the 
noted  educators,  the  Holbrooks.  For  seven  years  lie  was  a  teacher  in 
Delaware,  Franklin  and  Licking  counties.  In  1896  lie  began  the  study 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  N.  Gorsuch,  who  is  still  engaged  in  practice  at 
Centre  Village  in  Delaware  County.  He  continued  his  readings  under 
that  preceptor  for  four  years,  ami  in  1902  was  gradiiatcl  M.   D.   from 
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the  (Miio  Mcdicjil  riiiviTsily  al  ( '(iliiiiihiis.      In  the  same  year  he  located 
at  ('Hsl:ilia  and   has  lircn   m  artivi'  |ii'a'-|ici.  rvrr  siiiee. 

( »n  ( )<-l(il)ri- 1',^.  ]>:):;,  Ddi-tor  (joi-surli  married  Louie  Rich  of  Delaware 
County.  Their  two  children  are  lieber  S.  and  ^lurray.  Doctor  Gorsucli 
is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Margaretta  Township  aud  a 
member  of  the  joint  board  of  education  of  that  township  and  Groton 
Township.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Castalia  Bankinj,'-  Company.  He 
is  thus  a  man  of  no  insignficant  influence  in  his  counnunity.  lie  stands 
higli  professionally,  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  and  Ohio  State 
^ledical  .societies,  aud  the  American  Medical  Association.  He  is  affiliated 
with  Science  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Sandu.sky  and  with  the  Castalia  Tent 
of  the  Knights  of  the  jMaccabees.  He  enjoys  a  large  practice,  is  popular 
among  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  public  spirit  is  one  of  his  imijortant 
characteristics. 

Andrew  Englert.  In  these  modern  times,  when  wealth  accumulates 
rapidly,  men  who  by  years  of  arduous  w-ork  in  their  respective  callings 
have  attained  to  success  and  ample  fortune,  often  feel  the  need  of  relaxa- 
tion and  seek  some  healthful  and  invigorating  pastime  with  which  to 
occupy  their  leisure  moments.  Among  this  class  the  devotees  of  the 
rod  are  both  numerous  and  enthusiastic.  Who  has  not  told  or  loved 
to  hear  a  good  "fish  story."  Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  thickly 
settled  parts  of  the  country,  however,  who  enjoy  the  art  of  angling, 
there  are  comparatively  few  who  can  take  the  time  necessary  to  seek 
their  finny  prey  in  its  native  haunts  in  distant  wilds,  by  the  side  of 
primeval  streams,  even  if  they  are  willing  to  put  up  with  the  rough 
living  when  far  from  the  comforts  of  civilization.  But  there  are  few 
things  that  wealth  cannot  accomplish,  and  among  them  is  the  power  to 
bring  within  convenient  distance  the  things  one  cannot  go  far  to  seek. 
Hence  we  find  artificial  streams,  stocked  with  game  fish,  and  with  com- 
fortable club  houses  in  the  immediately  vicinity,  within  easy  distance  of 
all  our  great  centers  of  population.  The  proper  care  of  such  preserves 
is,  of  course,  an  important  consideration,  and  is  entrusted  only  to  men 
of  intelligence  and  responsible  character.  Such  a  responsible  position 
has  been  held  for  the  last  thirty-five  years  by  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  Andrew  Englert,  who,  since  March  15,  1880,  has  been  super- 
intendent of  the  Castalia  Trout  Club,  whose  extensive  grounds,  com- 
prising about  190  acres,  are  located  near  Castalia,  Erie  County,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Englert  was  boi'n  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  June  10,  1851,  a  sou  of 
Martin  and  Annie  (Geis)  Englert,  both  parents  being  natives  of  that 
country.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  laud,  where  he  acquired  a  good 
practical  education,  remaining  there  until  he  had  attained  his  majority. 
On  July  4,  1872,  he  landed  as  a  German  immigrant  at  Castle  Garden, 
New  York,  and  came  directl.y  to  Erie  County,  Ohio.  Here  he  obtained 
agricultural  employment  and  also  attended  school  for  awhile,  soon  gain- 
ing a  good  command  of  the  English  language.  He  continued  at  farm 
work  until  1880,  when,  as  above  stated,  he  was  appointed  to  his  present 
position,  which  he  has  filled  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  his  employers.  The 
Castalia  Trout  Club  is  composed  of  Cleveland.  Coiunilius.  Toledo  and 
Sandusky  parties,  who  have  here  found  and  nnin'oved  a  beautiful  .spot 
for  healthful  sport  and  relaxation.  A  bed,  5U  miles  long,  was  excavated 
and  turned  into  an  ideal  stream  for  angling.  There  are  two  fish  hatch- 
eries on  the  grounds,  from  which  the  stream  is  kept  supplied,  the  eggs 
being  purchased  in  Northern  Maine.  During  the  winter  of  1914-15 
some  600,000  trout  were  hatched — enough  to  furnish  sport,  one  would 
think,  for  many  a  long  summer  day  to  all  the  members  of  the  club. 
The  grounds  along  the  stream,  and  in  some  few  other  places,  are  thickly 
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and  tastefully  |)liuitc(|  with  slii'iililici'v.  and  an  iiiipoiiant  adjunct  is  a 
handsome  and  (•(unuioilious  rliihliousc,  well  pi-ovitled  witli  all  necessary 
I'onvenieiiccs  and  coiiilorts.  All  these  things  and  many  otiiers  are  under 
.Mr.  Knglert's  sujjerint ending  care  and  keep  him  l)usily  employed  mosl 
of  the  lime.  His  long  residence  here  has  nmde  him  well  known  to  the 
people  of  Castalia  anti  of  the  township  generally  ajid  it  speaks  well  for 
ins  character  and  disposition  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  citizens 
hereabouts,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. Yet,  with  all  his  popularity  he  is  neither  self-eentered  nor 
unduly  self-seeking,  but  takes  a  warm  ijersonal  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  town,  being  always  ready  to  give  his  support  to  any  movement 
designed  for  its  moral  or  material  advancement.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican,  while  fraternally  lie  is  a  meinlier  of  Spi-ing  Tent  No.  8,  K.  O. 
T.  M.,  of  Castalia. 

]\Ir.  Englert  marrieil  iliss  llargaret  Altvater,  who  was  horn  in 
Castalia,  Ohio,  of  which  place  her  father,  Peter  Altvater,  now  deceased, 
was  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen.  To  him  and  his  wife  five 
children  have  been  born,  namely :  George  M.,  now  residing  in  Toronto, 
Ontario ;  Ida  jM.,  the  wife  of  James  S.  Van  Norman,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio ; 
Charles,  who  resides  at  Frankfort,  Indiana:  Earl  R.,  of  Irontou,  Ohio, 
and  Carrie  L.,  wife  of  E.  .M.  Winlers.  of  Castalia,  Ohio.  The  phrase 
■'a  sell-made  nmn"  is  often  used  li\  liidi^raphers  in  describing  one  who 
has  risen  to  a  comfortable  or  emialiie  pcisilion  in  life  by  his  own  exer- 
tions and  without  extraneous  ;i(l\aii1ages,  and  in  the  sense  that  "'self- 
made"  is  often  •■  best -made"  it  can  lie  ai)plied  willioul  reserve  to  Mv. 
Englert. 

Jerome  Bixby.  The  ability  to  create  success  regardless  of  circum- 
stances and  difficulties  has  apparently  been  the  chief  factor  in  the  career 
i)f  Jerome  Bixby.  ikiw  president  of  the  Castalia  I '.aiikinij'  Company.  Mr. 
I!ixh\-  lias  lived  in  ( 'iisnilui  siiici>  1875.  For  sexcral  \eais  he  sold  general 
merchandise  and  (>pei;ited  a  wagon  for  the  country  trade.  In  1882  he 
established  a  general  store  at  Castalia  and  kept  tliis  up  for  about  ten 
years,  during  part  of  which  time  he  was  postmaster  of  the  village.  In 
1894  he  restricted  his  mercantile  operations  to  hardware  and  farm 
implemeiils,  and  almost  continuously  for  the  past  twenty  years  has 
been  identified  with  that  business,  being  now  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Bi.xby  &  Jleikle,  who  have  the  largest  stock  of  general  hardware  and 
farm  implements  in  Margaretta  Township.  On  the  reorganization  of 
the  Castalia  Banking  Company  a  few  years  ago  Mr.  Bi.xby  was  elected 
president,  and  has  since  had  the  executive  management  of  that  sub- 
stantial institution,  and  is  also  a  member  of  its  board  of  directors. 

On  July  15,  1840,  Nathan  and  JIary  (Kiock)  Bixl)y,  whose  home  was 
in  Savannah,  Wayne  County,  New  York,  beeanit;  tli(>  parents  of  a  son 
whom  they  christened  Jerome.  These  parents  were  both  natives  of 
.\ew  York  State.  The  Bixby  family  is  of  Englisii  origin,  while  the 
Klocks  belonged  to  the  old  Dutch  stock  of  the  Mohawk  ^'alley.  Grand- 
father Joseph  Klock  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

When  he  was  about  .seventeen  years  of  age  Jerome  Bixby,  who  had 
previously  profited  by  attendance  at  the  common  sciiools.  entered  Red 
Creek  Union  Academy  in  Wayne  County,  remained  a  student  there  about 
four  years,  and  later  for  a  time  was  in  the  Michigan  State  Normal  at 
Ypsilanti.  He  also  tatight  school  for  a  short  while  in  Cohunbia,  IMichi- 
gan.  His  student  days  in  Ypsilanti  were  interrupted  when  he  enlisted 
in  Company  P  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Michigan  Cavalry.  With  this 
noted  regiment  he  .joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  served  snc- 
ees.sivelv   nndi'r  sur'h   noted   leaders  as   liiil'ord.    Hatch.    Kilpatrick   nn.l 
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Sheridan,  aud  for  the  latter  part  of  his  service  was  in  the  famous 
Custer's  Brigade.  His  active  participation  in  battle  included  Win- 
chester; he  was  in  Pope's  army  during  its  operations  along  the  Rappa- 
hannock; was  in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  a  short  time  prior 
to  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  detailed  for  clerical  work  at  the  military 
headquarters  at  Washington.  He  was  given  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  army  August  20,  1864.  Mr.  Bixby  gained  an  appointment  as 
sutler  and  in  that  capacity  accompanied  the  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 
Army  of  Observation,  to  Texas  and  continued  as  sutler  to  that  organi- 
zation vintil  the  fall  of  1867.  He  then  returned  to  Savannah,  New 
York,  lived  there  and  at  Saratoga  Springs  and  at  Lapeer,  Michigan, 
until  he  came  to  Erie  County,  as  above  noted.  Mr.  Bixby  owns  two 
substantial  farms  in  Margaretta  Township,  aggregating  about  150  acres, 
devoted  to  general  agriculture. 

Mr.  Bixby  married  Lydia  L.  Iligley,  who  was  born  in  Townscnd 
Town.ship  of  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Orson  Higley,  who 
in  his  time  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  that  locality. 
Mr.  and  IMrs.  Bixby  have  one  daughter.  Pearl  B.,  now  the  wife  of 
Andrew  J.  Melike  of  Castalia.  Mr.  Bixby  has  been  a  republican  since 
his  days  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union,  aud  is  now  and  for  several  years 
has  been  commander  of  Post  No.  423  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic at  Castalia.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Lapeer, 
Michigan,  and  has  long  been  active  in  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Castalia,  which  he  has  served  as  trustee. 

Elijah  C.  Witter.  Among  the  ordinary  avocations  of  mankind 
there  are  few  more  responsible  positions  than  that  of  mail  carrier.  He 
it  is  who  often  bears  the  news  of  life  or  death,  joy  or  sorrow,  whose 
coming  is  eagerly  awaited  in  every  home,  and  upon  whose  care  and 
promptitude  great  issues  often  depend.  In  selecting  men  for  this 
position  the  Government  exercises  the  greatest  care,  choosing  none  but 
after  a  strict  examination  in  which  the  applicant  must  show  a  high 
degree  of  intelligence,  special  knowledge  of  all  things  pertaining  to  his 
calling,  which  are  more  numerous  than  many  people  suppose,  and 
furnish  the  strictest  references  as  to  his  honesty  and  moral  character. 
In  choosing  Elijah  C.  Witter,  of  Ca.stalia,  Uncle  Sam  made  no  mistake, 
as  all  the  people  re-siding  on  Rural  Route  No.  2,  connected  with  the 
Castalia  office,  will  gladly  testify.  Mr.  Witter  was  born  in  Margaretta 
Township,  Erie  County.  Ohio,  January  17,  1867,  and  is,  therefore,  now 
but  little  past  the  prime  of  life.  His  parents  were  James  B.  and  Arena 
(Campbell)  Witter,  the  father  a  native  of  Canandaigua  County,  New- 
York,  the  mother  of  Erie  County,  Ohio.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Joshua  Witter,  who  resided  in  Canandaigua,  was  of  New  England  ante- 
cedents and  was  descended  from  early  English  ancestors.  At  the  age 
of  twent.y-seven  years  James  B.  Witter,  after  residing  up  to  that  time 
in  his  native  state,  came  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  settling  in  Margaretta 
Township,  where  he  engaged  in  agi-iculture.  A  republican  in  politics, 
he  took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs  and  became  a  prominent  and  popu- 
lar citizen,  serving  for  a  time  as  township  trustee.  His  death,  which 
took  place  in  October,  1898,  was  much  regretted. 

Elijah  C.  Witter  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  Margaretta  Township, 
this  county,  and  was  educated  in  its  public  schools  and  in  the  high 
schools  at  Castalia  and  Milan.  For  a  number  of  years  he  followed  his 
father's  vocation,  having  a  good  farm  of  115  acres,  located  mainly  in 
Margaretta  Township,  which  he  tilled  successfully.  Appointed  rural 
letter  carrier  in  November,  1905,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  that  office, 
which  he  has  since  performed   in   a  highly  satisfactory   manner.     An 
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active  citizen,  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  township,  lie  numbers  liis 
friends  by  the  score.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  while  his  fraternal 
alBliations  are  with  Spring  Tent  No.  8,  K.  0.  T.  Jl.,  of  Castalia,  and 
Margaretta  Grange  No.  488. 

On  January  23,  1890,  Mr.  Witter  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Maggie  Prentice,  who  was  born  in  Margaretta  Township,  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  N.  E.  Prentice,  now  of  Payne,  Ohio.  He  and  his 
wifeare  the  parents  of  four  daughters,  Mabel  E.,  Nettie,  Margaret  and 
Sarah.  Mr.  Witter  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Castalia. 

James  Hunt.  That  farming  can  be  conducted  as  a  successful  busi- 
ness in  the  same  class  as  store  or  factory  needs  no  other  proof  than  a 
visit  to  the  excellent  estate  of  James  Hunt,  in  Berlin  Township.  He 
has  a  hundred  acres  of  fine  rolling  farm  land,  and  a  group  of  well 
arranged,  substantially  built  and  well  painted  buildings  which  are  the 
first  point  of  attraction  to  the  visitor,  and  on  every  other  hand  are 
evidences  of  good  management  and  efficiency.  Mr.  Hunt  has  a  reputa- 
tion in  Berlin  Township  as  a  successful  general  farmer,  stock  raiser 
and  fruit  grower,  and  it  has  been  a  matter  of  pride  for  him  to  maintain 
the  highest  standards  as  an  agriculturist. 

His  comfortable  home  contains  ten  rooms,  and  nearby  is  the  bank  barn 
on  a  foundation  32  by  66  feet,  and  a  number  of  other  cribs,  sheds  and 
outbuildings.  The  fields  are  well  drained,  and  he  raises  all  the  staple 
crops,  corn,  wheat  and  potatoes,  and  has  exercised  a  gi-eat  deal  of  care 
in  keeping  the  better  grades  of  live  stock.  About  fourteen  acres  are 
devoted  to  fruit  growing,  and  twelve  acres  in  peaches  and  two  acres  in 
apples  and  cherries.  When  Mr.  Hunt  bought  this  land  from  Randall 
Bailey  in  1899  it  was  in  considerable  disesteem  as  a  farm,  and  had  been 
much  neglected  and  was  generally  run  down.  Applying  the  vigor  and 
common  sense  which  he  uses  in  all  his  undertakings,  Mr.  Hunt  has  in 
less  than  fifteen  years  developed  the  place  to  rank  hardly  second  among 
any  of  the  farms  of  Berlin  Township.  It  is  located  on  the  Berlin 
Heights  and  Norwalk  Road,  one  mile  from  the  former  village. 

From  the  time  he  arrived  from  his  native  country  of  England  in  1882 
until  moving  to  Erie  County,  Mr.  Hunt  lived  in  Richland  County,  Ohio. 
For  four  years  he  lived  on  a  place  of  105  acres  at  Plymouth,  for  six 
years  rented  160  acres,  for  a  similar  period  rented  a  farm  of  400  acres, 
and  then  purchased  property. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  November  8,  1845,  a 
son  of  James  and  Mary  (Harrison)  Hunt,  both  natives  of  Lincolnshire, 
where  they  passed  all  their  lives  and  were  fourscore  when  they  died. 
Several  generations  of  the  Hunt  family  have  lived  in  Lincolnshire,  and 
in  that  locality  the  name  was  always  assoiintod  with  solid  industry  and 
worth.  The  father  was  for  many  yiiiTs  .hlml:!  .1  in  inisiness  as  a  eon- 
tractor  in  the  con.struction  of  ditches  ajul  i miaU.  Imt  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  was  spent  on  a  small  farm.  He  and  his  wife  were  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church.  Of  the  children,  John  has  never  left 
Phigland  and  is  married  and  has  a  family.  Richard  is  also  living  in 
England  and  has  a  family.  The  next  in  order  of  birth  is  James.  Wil- 
liam lives  in  Lincolnshire  and  has  several  children.  Fred  died  six  months 
after  his  marriage,  and  a  child  was  born  to  his  widow.  Charlotte  died 
as  the  wife  of  William  Hart,  leaving  several  childi-en. 

For  about  twenty-.seven  years  Mr.  James  Hunt  lived  in  Lincolnshire, 
acquired  his  education  there,  and  had  a  tliorougli  training  in  English 
methods  of  agriculture,  and  this  experience  served  liiiii  well  al'lei'  he 
came  to  Ohio.      lie  was  mari-ird  in  Leeds,  Yorkshir.',  Kngland,  to  Mary 
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Dickinson.  She  was  born  in  Nottingham,  England,  where  her  parents 
.spent  all  their  lives,  and  a  short  time  before  her  marriage  she  had  re- 
moved to  Leeds.  Two  of  her  brothers  are  living  in  the  United  States:, 
Joseph,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Williams  County,  Ohio,  and  is  married, 
and  Thomas,  who  is  a  farmer  near  JMontpelier,  Ohio,  and  is  the  father 
of  two  sons. 

In  1882  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  and  their  son  Arthur  voyaged  from 
Liverpool  to  Quebec,  Canada,  and  thence  came  to  Shelby,  Ohio.  Since 
then  his  movements  and  activities  have  been  briefly  traced.  Mrs.  Hunt, 
after  nine  years  of  illness  and  suffer'ing  from  rheumatism,  passed  away 
October  9,  1910,  when  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  She  was  survived  by 
three  children.  The  son,  Arthur,  who  was  bom  in  England  thirty-seven 
years  ago,  is  now  a  farmer  on  his  father's  estate  and  rents  the  land;  he 
married  Inez  Shoup,  who  was  born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  of  Ger- 
man parentage,  and  they  have  two  children,  Mary  and  Lucile,  the 
former  a  student  in  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School,  ilartha,  who 
was  born  in  Ohio  thirty  j'ears  ago,  is  the  wife  of  Lloyd  E.  Andrews  of 
Cleveland,  and  they  have  a  son  named  James.  Margaret,  the  youngest 
child,  was  born  in  Richland  County,  was  well  educated  in  that  county 
and  in  Erie  County,  and  is  now  living  with  her  father,  to  whom  she  gives 
a  full  measure  of  her  devotion  and  exerts  herself  in  every  way  for  his 
comfort.  Mr.  Hunt  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch. 
as  was  also  his  wife,  and  he  and  his  son  are  republicans. 

Michael  Gorman.  The  (Jorman  family  was  established  in  Erie 
County  just  half  a  century  ago.  The  people  of  Berlin  Township  still 
retain  many  affectionate  memories  of  the  late  Michael  Gorman,  who 
spent  more  than  forty  years  of  useful  and  honorable  activity  in  this 
county.  His  widow,'  Mrs.  E.  C.  Gorman,  is  still  living,  and  bears  the 
weight  of  more  than  ninety  years  with  a  cheerfulness  and  vigor  which 
make  her  an  exceptional  character.  IMrs.  Gorman  has  a  wonderful 
memory  for  events  that  happened  during  her  girlhood  and  youiigiT 
years,  and  among  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances  she  is  affectionately 
known  as  "Mother  Gorman."  The  old  Gorman  homestead  on  Rural 
Route  No.  2  out  of  Berlin  Heights  is  now  under  the  active  management 
of  Albert  Perry  Gorman,  youngest  son  of  the  late  Michael. 

The  Gorman  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  the  early  members 
having  been  of  the  Catholic  faith  and  was  established  in  America  by 
the  grandfather  of  the  late  Michael  Gorman.  One  of  the  family  con- 
nections at  a  later  generation  was  the  noted  Maryland  senator,  A.  P. 
Gorman.  The  (iormans  came  to  this  country  about  the  same  time  as 
Harmon  lUciinciliasscl  and  Ellen  Gorman,  an  aunt  of  the  late  Michael 

Gorman,  IkkI  s intcicsiing  associations  with  the  Blennerhasset  family 

while  they  livcil  an  the  island  in  the  Ohio  River.  Michael  Gorman  was 
born  in  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania,  October  3,  1815,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 19,  1910,  at  the  age  of  almost  ninety-five  on  his  home  in  Berlin 
Township,  situated  on  the  Berlin  and  Norwalk  Road.  His  father, 
Michael,  Sr.,  was  born  on  the  Juniata  River  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  clos- 
ing years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  grew  up  in  the  family  of  his 
uiu'le,  who  was  an  extensive  slave  holder  and  planter  in  Maryland,  and 
of  a  branch  of  the  family  directly  related  with  the  Senator  Gorman 
family.  Michael,  Sr.,  was  married  when  he  came  to  Warren  County, 
Pennsylvania,  his  wife,  Sarah  Ann  Gil.son,  being  a  young  woman  of 
English  birth  and  parentage.  At  Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  :\ni-hael,  Sr., 
was  a  miller  and  also  engaged  in  the  transportation  l.usin.ss  with  pack 
horses  between  Bedford  and  Philadelphia.  With  Ihrse  vacations  he 
combined  agriculture,  and  lived   to  be  ninety-nine  years  of  age,  while 
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liis  wife  was  seventy-one  when  she  died.  Both  were  of  Catholic  parents, 
hut  they  themselves  were  not  aetive  communicants  of  that  church. 
Michael  Gorman,  Jr.,  was  the  eleventh  in  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 
all  of  whom  grew  up  and  married  except  a  daughter  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  while  making  preparations  for  her  wedding. 

In  the  old  Pennsylvania  home  and  particularly  around  the  water- 
power  grist  mill  the  late  Michael  Gorman  spent  his  childhood  and 
youth.  Some  years  after  his  marriage,  in  ilay,  1865,  he  arrived  with 
his  family  in  Erie  County,  and  here  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  spent 
the  rest  of  liis  days.  He  was  a  man  of  business  judgment,  and  his  labors 
and  management  enabled  him  to  accumulate  200  acres  in  that  locality. 
This  farm  was  well  impiovi'd  under  his  supervision  with  substantial 
buildings,  and  was  (|iiiic  smces.sful  in  the  rai.sing  of  horses,  cattle,  hogs 
and  sheep.  The  sterlinsj;-  worth  of  liis  character  was  made  apparent  in 
his  communitj^  in  many  ways,  and  he  is  remembered  as  a  man  of  thor- 
ough honesty  and  absolute  integrity.  He  was  frequently  called  upon 
to  serve  on  juries  during  his  life  in  Erie  County.  In  politics  he  was  a 
democrat,  and  while  not  an  active  church  member  was  a  believer  in  an 
all-ruling  Providence  and  in  the  efficiency  of  love  as  the  .sti-ongest  force 
in  the  world. 

At  the  Town  of  Deerfield  in  Warren  Coiinty,  Pennsylvania,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1842,  he  married  Elizabeth  ('.  Cleland,  who  was  born  at  Harbor 
Creek  on  Lake  Erie  in  Pennsylvania,  October  1,  182-4.  She  celebrated 
her  ninetieth  birthday  in  the  fall  of  1914  and  her  fund  of  interesting 
recollections  extends  back  to  the  decade  of  the  '30s  in  the  last  century. 
She  was  reared  and  educated  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  for  fully 
half  a  century  has  lived  in  the  okl  homestead  out  in  Berlin  Township. 
Mrs.  Gorman  is  the  lineal  descendant  of  colonial  and  revolutionary 
ancestors.  Her  grandfather,  John  Cleland,  was  born  near  Boston,  ;\lassa- 
chusetts,  in  1757,  and  died  at  Stockton,  New  York,  in  1827.  During  the 
war  for  independence  he  was  for  three  years  under  the  command  of 
General  Putnam  and  for  another  four  years  was  under  another  leader. 
He  spent  that  dreadful  winter  in  camp  with  other  .suffering  patriots  at 
Valley  Forge.  He  was  of  Scotch  ancestry  and  parentage,  and  his  father 
had  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Boston,  where  he  became  promi- 
nent as  a  citizen  and  served  as  high  sheriff  and  in  that  capacity  there 
devolved  upon  him  the  duty  of  hanging  Sarah  Dyer,  the  noted  Quakeress 
who  was  condemned  for  her  unwavering  adherence  to  religious  con- 
victions. John  Cleland  married  Thankful  Easton  in  1780.  She  was 
born  in  1759  and  died  at  Stockton,  New  York,  in  1847.  Of  their 
children,  Oliver  Cleland,  the  father  of  IMrs.  Gorman,  was  born  in  1793 
and  died  in  1879.  He  was  reared  at  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  and 
was  married  June  18,  1817,  to  Elizabeth  Marsh.  They  were  married 
at  Bloomfield.  She  was  born  in  1801  and  died  in  1880  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Gorman,  in  Berlin  Township,  as  did  also 
her  husband.  Mrs.  Gorman  was  the  second  of  three  daughters.  Her 
sister  Cynthia  was  born  in  1818  and  died  in  1822.  Her  sister  Mary 
was  born  in  1828  and  died  in  1911,  and  by  her  marriage  to  Peter  Gor- 
man, a  brother  of  Michael,  left  three  children.  There  was  also  a 
brother,  0.  H.  Perry  Cleland,  who  was  born  in  1820  and  died  in  1903. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gorman  were  born  children  as 
follows:  Oliver  C,  bom  December  16,  1844,  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
leeii:  Eleanor,  born  November  5.  1846.  died  in  1849;  John  Marsh,  born 
November  21.  1848,  now  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Townsliip,  married  Estella, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Pelton.  and  their  daughter.  Trma  B.,  is  the  wife 
of  Edward  :\Ianns,  and  thev  live  in  Berlin  Township  and  have  a  son. 
fiorman   I).;   Elnora,  born  .hnmafv  :!.   1S.")1.  and   now  deceased,  married 
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Charles  Peak,  who  was  jn-i-idrntiilly  killed  at  Berlin  Heights;  Juliet, 
born  January  13,  1854.  died  :it  lli.'  age  of  one  year;  Albert  Perry  Gor- 
man, born  April  9,  lyiio.  altcmlcd  school  at  Berlin  Heights  and  at 
Oberlin  College,  and  for  many  years  has  lived  at  the  old  home  and  has 
the  active  management  of  the  estate  for  his  mother.  He  is  unmarried 
and  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Berlin 
Township.     Both  he  and  his  brother  John  are  democrats  in  politics. 

John  K.  Boehm.  In  the  little  ^'illage  of  Ceylon  in  Berlin  Township 
the  man  of  enterprise  and  of  huiuvsi  st.iiidiiio-  in  a  ,-(iiiiinercial  sense  is 
John  K.  Boehm,  dealer  in  farm  iiii|il.iiicnts  and  ojn  rating  an  exte.nsive 
business  in  producing  and  shippiiiu  sand  fur  mouldiiig  and  foundry  pur- 
poses. Mr.  Boehm  has  been  the  leading  merchant  at  Ceylon  for  more 
than  twenty  years  and  more  than  any  other  one  person  has  given  the 
distinction  to  that  point  in  Erie  County  territory  as  a  place  of  trade 


lie  disi  r\rs  siMiial  credit  for  opening  up  and  developing  the  sand 
pits  (in  (hi'  old  Ilast  lann  near  his  own  home  at  Ceylon.  He  holds  leases 
on  twelve  acres  covered  with  a  deep  deposit  of  sand  of  specially  fine 
quality  for  manufacturing  purposes.  He  also  has  options  on  other  lands 
that  can  be  utilized  for  the  same  purpose.  His  experience  shows  that 
about  10,000  tons  of  sand  can  ln'  siM-nrrd  from  carh  siii'face  acre.  This 
sand  is  particularly  in  demand  I'nr  sticl  ,ind  ln-ass  nmulding,  and  it  is 
.sold  everywhere  in  the  North  Central  States  and  ('aiiada.  Mr.  Boehm 's 
productions  now  run  from  two  to  five  carloads  per  day.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  this  industry  for  the  past  seven  or  eight  years,  and  it  is  a 
high  tribute  to  his  foresight  and  enterjDrise  that  he  has  utilized  on  a 
aommercial  basis  a  product  which  would  easily  have  been  slighti'd  by  men 
of  less  discernment.  Mr.  Boehm  has  built  and  owns  bi-im-h  I'aih-oad 
tracks  connecting  his  sand  pits  with  the  main  line  of  railway,  and  has 
introduced  several  features  for  the  facile  handling  of  the  sand,  which 
gives  him  a  fair  profit.  One  contrivance  of  his  own  invention  is  an  end- 
less belt  operated  by  gasoline  engine  which  carries  the  sand  directly 
from  the  pit  to  the  cars  standing  on  the  side  track,  and  when  operated 
at  full  capacity  he  is  able  to  load  200  tons  per  day. 

Mr.  Boehm  has  been  in  the  farm  implement  business  at  Ceylon  for 
the  past  tifiren  years.  He  carries  all  kinds  of  farm  snpiilirs  and  imple- 
ments.  and  furnishes  most  of  the  tools  used  in  this  auim-nll  ural  district. 
His  lirst  linsiness  as  a  merchant  at  Cevlon  was  a  unnral  slciri'.  wliii-ji  he 
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On  September  16,  1872,  John  K.  Boehm  was  born  in  Amherst,  Lorain 
County,  Ohio,  but  was  brought  to  Erie  County  when  a  child  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  county  where  he  has  lived  ever  since.  His 
parents  w-ere  Conrad  and  Caroline  (Dahlmann)  Boehm.  They  were 
natives  of  Westphalia,  Germany,  were  married  in  that  country,  and 
while  living  there  three  children  wei'e  born  to  them,  Carl,  Frederick 
and  Anna.  In  1870  the  faudly  set  sail  for  tlie  Cnited  Slates,  and  after 
landing  in  New  York  City  ]ii-oeeedeil  west  to  .\ndiersl  in  l.orain  Coiinly, 
where  the  father,  who  had  lieeome  a  I'ajiable  slioemaker  in  the  old  einm- 
try,  established  a  shop  and  worked  at  his  regular  calling.  Back  in  Ger- 
many the  grandfather  was  a  skilled. harness  maker  in  Westphalia.  After 
a  few  years  residence  in  Amherst  the  Boehm  family  came  on  to  Erie 
County  and  located  in  Ceylon,  where  the  father  continued  his  trade  until 
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his  death  on  October  4,  1876.  His  widow  survived  him  until  Septem- 
ber 25,  1895.  Thej'  were  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and 
the  father  was  a  democrat  in  politics.  After  they  came  to  this  country 
their  first  child  was  John  K.  and  others  born  to  them  were:  Conrad, 
now  a  candy  manufacturer  at  Sandusky,  who  is  married  and  has  sons 
and  daughters;  Catherine,  who  was  born  in  Erie  County  in  1875,  married 
Morris  Parker,  a  member  of  the  Cleveland  police  force  who  was  killed 
in  a  riot  in  that  city  in  1912,  leaving  his  widow  and  one  daughter. 

In  Vermilion  Towiisliip  .T.,lin  K.  P„.rliiii  uun-vh-,]  ^liss  Amelia  C. 
Kishman,  who  was  bnin  in  LniMin  (iiinit)  .Manh  I's.  !>,:;.  and  received 
her  education  in  the  (li-trlrt  srhouls  dl'  l-lrii' <  (unil  \ .  II.t  lather,  Werner 
Kishman,  witli  his  wilr,  was  a  native  of  ( Iiinianx ,  having  eome  from  that 
country  to  Ann  rii-a.  locating  in  Erie  Couiii,\.  wlnic  ho  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  hshcniian  ami  fai'iner.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Kishman  died  on  their  farm 
in  Vennilion  Townsliii),  the  latter  when  tifty-six  years  of  age,  and  the 
father  a  few  years  later.  They  were  German  Reformed  people.  Mr.  and 
Mr.s.  Boehm  "have  three  children :  Ruth,  who  was  born  January  2,  1898, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1916  in  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School; 
Roy  W.,  born  January  11,  1899,  and  a  member  of  the  class  succeeding 
that  of  his  sister  in  high  school;  and  John  K.,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
August  14,  1900.  a  member  of  the  class  which  will  graduate  from  the 
Berlin  Heights  High  School  in  1918.  Mr.  Boehm  is  a  democrat  who  has 
done  something  creditable  for  his  connnunity,  having  served  as  trustee 
of  the  township  from  1910  to  1912.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Chnrch. 

William  H.  Moats.  Among  the  varied  interests  of  Erie  County 
probably  none  deserves  more  attention  as  reflecting  the  growth  and 
progress  and  prosperity  of  modern  times  than  horticulturists,  as  ex- 
emplified in  many  fruit  farms  scattered  along  the  lake  shore  in  the 
interior  country.  One  of  the  most  encouraging  and  stimulating  ex- 
amples of  enterprise  in  this  direction  is  found  in  what  William  H. 
I\Ioats  has  done.  Mr.  Moats  lives  in  Berlin  To\\'nship  near  the  Village 
of  Berlin  Heights,  and  his  farm  of  twenty-five  acres  is  a  model  of  the 
kind.  The  land  is  especially  well  adapted  for  fruit  growing  and  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  as  a  horticulturist  Jlr.  Moats  has  no  superior 
in  Erie  County.  His  biggest  crop  is  i)eaches,  and  he  has  about  twelve 
acres  in  his  peach  orchard.  About  three  acres  are  in  apple  trees,'  and 
he  also  has  a  hiindi'iMl  cherry  trees. 

i\Ir.  Moats  has  OH  iicd  and  occupied  tliis  fiMiit  farm  since  1S9:{.  Every 
one  of  the  ti-ocs  now  hearing  was  planted  by  his  own  liands  oi-  under 
his  direct  supervision.  He  has  also  introduced  sufficient  drainage  to 
sweeten  the  soil,  and  has  also  employed  connnercial  fertilizer  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  Some  idea  of  his  success  as  a  fruit  grower  is  found 
in  the  records  of  production.  At  different  times  a  single  tree  in  his 
peach  orchard  has  yielded  twelve  bushels  of  marketable  peaches.  His 
high  record  in  the  cherry  crop  was  528  quarts  from  one  tree.  All  his 
fruit  is  of  the  highest  class  and  commands  tlie  best  price  at  nnirket. 
The  phenomenal  cherry  tree  .just  mentioned  is  of  the  black  Tartarian 
variety.  As  an  apple  grower  he  finds  the  best  varieties  are  the  Gano, 
the  Jonathans,  the  Ben  Davis  and  the  Baldwin.  His  fine  orchard  and 
other  improvements  are  the  setting  for  some  excellent  buildings,  in- 
eluding  a  large  red  barn  26  by  70  feet,  and  a  comfortable  nine-room 
wliite  house.  For  several  years  before  turning  his  attention  to  fruit 
growing  ^Ir.  Moats  was  a  gi-ain  farmer  in  Berlin  To\niship.  He  brought 
the  experience  of  a  general  agriculturist  to  liis  i^resent  work  and  has 
succeeded  as  a  result  of  an  unretniHing  vigilance,  eonslani   sindy   and 
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the  same  energy  and  business  judgment  which  would  be  required  in  run- 
ning any  successful  concern. 

William  H.  Moats  was  liorn  in  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  ]\Iay  4, 
1866.  but  has  lived  in  Berlin  Township  of  Erie  County  since  the  fall 
of  1873.  His  parents  in  ancestry  are  English.  His  grandfather,  Wil- 
liam, and  his  father,  Henry  Jloats,  came  from  Spalding,  Lincolnshire, 
England,  to  the  United  States  in  1849,  having  spent  six  weeks  on  a 
slow  going  sailing  vessel.  William  Moats,  the  grandfather,  was  born 
in  1814  or  1815,  while  Henry  Moats  was  born  December  12,  1838. 
William  Moats  married  Miss  Norris  in  England,  who  died  there  in  the 
prime  of  life.  After  coming  to  this  country  William  Moats  was  mar- 
ried at  Rochester,  New  York,  to  I\Iartha  Grayell,  after  which  he  moved 
to  Canada,  lived  near  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  for  some  time,  and  then 
returned  to  Cleveland.  While  at  Cleveland,  Henry  Moats,  who  was  only 
a  child  when  brought  to  America,  began  learning  the  trade  of  machinist. 
At  the  first  call  for  troops  in  1861  to  put  down  the  rebellion  he  enlisted 
in  Battery  D  of  the  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  and  was  in  one  of  the  very 
first  engagements  of  the  war,  at  Phillippi,  West  Virginia.  From  that 
time  on  until  Lee's  surrender  at  Appomattox  he  continued  to  discharge 
his  duties  as  a  soldier,  and  was  out  a  little  more  than  four  years.  His 
first  enlistment  was  for  three  months,  following  which  he  enlisted  for 
three  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  veteranized  for  three  years  more 
or  until  the  close  of  the  war,  which  came  in  the  summer  of  1865.  His 
military  record  contains  reference  to  many  of  the  great  engagements  of 
tluit  war.  He  was  present  at  Chickamauga,  in  the  Wilderness,  at  Look- 
out Mountain,  at  Antietam  and  other  noted  battles  which  are  taken 
casually  from  his  record.  Though  he  had  some  narrow  escapes  he  went 
through  without  a  wound  and  never  spent  a  day  in  a  hospital,  a  remark- 
al)le  testimonial  to  his  fine  physical  fitness  for  the  arduoiis  duties  of 
soldiering. 

After  the  war  Henry  Moats  returned  to  Cleveland  and  there  took 
up  the  business  of  truck  gardener  until  1873,  when  he  moved  to  Erie 
County  and  bought  a  farm  in  the  southern  part  of  Berlin  Township  on 
the  Berlin  and  Norwalk  road.  He  lived  there  until  his  death  on  April 
5,  1911.  His  father  and  step-mother  had  also  come  to  Erie  County  in 
1874,  and  lived  here  until  they  died  scviral  years  later.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church  and  William  Moats  was  a  republican. 

At  Cleveland  on  Februar\  l!l^,  l.sii4.  Henry  Moats  married  Jennie 
Proffitt.  She  was  born  in  England,  October  22,  1844,  and  in  1853,  at  the 
age  of  nine  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  her  parents,  William 
and  Ann  Proffitt,  who  made  their  first  location  in  the  New  World  at 
Albany,  New  York.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Harley,  England,  and 
came  across  the  ocean  in  a  sailing  vessel  between  Liverpool  and  New 
York.  About  1860  the  Proffitt  family  moved  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  in 
1873  arrived  in  Erie  County,  where  they  bought  a  farm  on  the  Berlin  and 
Norwalk  road  just  across  the  line  in  Huron  County.  William  and  Ann 
Proffitt  died  on  that  old  homestead  both  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
While  in  England  they  belonged  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  but  attended 
other  denominations  in  this  country.  The  late  Henry  Moats  wa.s  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Berlin  Heights  Post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and 
for  many  years  acted  as  chaplain  in  the  post.  His  widow  is  still  living 
with  her  son  Norris  in  Florence  Township.  She  was  in  sympathy  with 
her  husband  in  his  church  relations,  but  for  the  past  fifteen  years, 
since  there  was  no  Christian  Church  convenient,  she  has  attended  the 
Methodist  Society.    Henry  Moats  was  a  republican  in  politics. 

William  H.  Moats  was  the  oldest  of  the  five  children  still  living. 
Walter  is  a  farmer  in  Huron  County  and  is  married  but  has  no  children. 
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Joliu  is  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower  in  Berlin  Township  of  Erie  Count}- 
and  has  a  son  and  a  daugliter.  Norris  is  a  bachelor  and  lives  with  his 
mother.  James  lives  on  his  father's  old  homestead  in  Berlin  Township, 
is  successful  as  a  fruit  gi-ower,  and  is  married  and  has  one  daughter 
and  one  son.  In  addition  to  these  there  was  one  son  George,  who  died 
in  early  childhood. 

William  H.  ]\Ioats  was  married  in  his  home  township  to  Miss  Belle 
Hoag.  She  was  born  in  Berlin  Township,  where  she  received  her  educa- 
tion, and  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Lottie  (Whitney)  Hoag.  Her 
father  was  born  near  Schenectady,  New  York,  January  10,  1828,  and 
was  first  married  near  Buffalo  to  Sarah  Pierce.  From  New  York  state 
he  came  to  Huron  County,  and  while  living  on  a  farm  there  his  wife, 
while  in  the  prime  of  life,  died  as  a  result  of  attempting  to  rescue  her 
little  daughter  from  the  ffaines  which  enveloped  her  when  her  clothing 
caught  fire.  She  and  the  child  were  both  buried  in  the  same  grave.  By 
that  marriage  a  son  lived  to  grow  up  and  is  now  a  resident  of  near 
Buffalo,  New  York.  After  William  Hoag  married  his  second  wife  he 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  Berlin  Township  near  the  village  of  Berlin, 
where  he  died  January  12,  1909.  Ilis  widow  is  still  living,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Louis  Marka. 

Mr.  and  Jlrs.  I\Ioats  have  two  children :  Lloyd  W.,  born  April  7. 
1889,  after  finishing  the  course  of  the  Berlin  Heights  public  schools  com- 
pleted a  special  course  at  the  State  University  at  Columbus,  is  now  living 
in  Berlin  Heights,  and  married  Christina  Neiding.  George  II.,  the 
second  son,  born  December  10,  1890,  graduated  from  both  the  Berlin 
Heights  High  school  in  1908,  and  attended  Oberlin  Business  College, 
and  is  now  cashier  for  Higby  Company  of  Cleveland.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moats  attend  the  Congregational  Church,  in  politics  he  is  a  republican, 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Mrs.  Moats  is  a 
member  of  the  Tuesday  Tourist  Club,  of  which  she  is  a  past  secretary, 
and  also  a  member  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees,  Maple  City  Hive,  Nor- 
walk,  Ohio.  The  family  have  an  extended  relationship  with  Erie  County 
society. 

Jc^JEPii  Michael  Hendrickson.  Long  life  and  prosperity  have  re- 
warded the  .years  and  activities  of  Joseph  I\I.  Hendrickson,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  citizens  of  Berlin  Township.  A  native  of  the 
county,  where  he  has  lived  three-quarters  of  a  century,  he  has  not  only 
identified  himself  in  a  successful  manner  with  the  cares  and  responsi- 
bilities of  private  busine.ss  but  has  posse.ssed  and  exercised  that  public 
spirit  which  looks  after  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  .supports  its 
institutions  and  co-operative  endeavors. 

Born  in  Berlin  Township  January  6,  1839,  he  is  a  .son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Schoonmaker)  Hendrickson,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Sullivan  County.  New  York,  and  represented  the  old  Dutch  stock  that 
was  introduced  into  the  valley  of  tlie  Hud.son  during  the  seventeenth 
century.  Grandfatlier  Joseph  Hendrickson  spent  all  his  life  in  Xew 
York  State,  and  the  same  was  true  of  the  grandfather  Michael  Schoon- 
maker, where  they  lived  the  lives  of  substantial  farmers  and  died  when 
quite  old.  In  church  affairs  they  were  affiliated  with  tiie  Methodist 
(lenomination.  Grandfather  Michael  Schoonmaker  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  took  part  in  one  of  the  battles  fought  in  the  vicinity  of 
Detroit,  survived  that  experience  and  lived  to  be  about  three  score  and 
ten  years  of  age.  One  of  Jlr.  Hendrickson 's  uncles  was  Rev.  .Vnthony 
Schoonmaker,  who  spent  his  life  as  a  minister  of  the  :\Ie1liodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  had  served  as  a  chaplain  with  a  Union  regiment  during  the 
Civil  war.    Jacob  Hendrickson  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1811  and 
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his  wife  in  1813,  aud  they  were  married  in  Sullivan  County,  New  York, 
about  1830.  While  living  in  that  county  two  children  were  born,  Ben- 
jamin and  Jane.  They  then  came  west  into  the  wilderness  of  Northern 
Ohio,  locating  north  of  Berlin  Heights  in  Berlin  Township,  where  their 
first  home  was  a  log  cabin,  in  which  Joseph  Michael  Hendriekson  was 
born.  Other  children  were  also  born  in  that  humble  habitation,  and 
their  first  outlook  on  life  was  a  parii^illy  rbai-nl  w  ildiMncss,  whieh  as  a 
result  of  the  efforts  of  two  full  .-ciiriatioiis  has  licm  since, •del  by  a  dis- 
trict of  fertile  farms.  In  1846  the  lleudricksun  family  relurned  to  New 
York  State,  lived  there  ten  years,  and  then  came  back  to  Ohio  in  1856, 
and  resumed  their  location  near  Berlin  Heights.  Five  years  later  they 
moved  into  jMilau  Township,  and  after  a  residence  there  finally  retired 
to  the  home  of  their  daughter,  Mrs.  P.  J.  Clark,  on  the  lake  shore  near 
Ceylon  Junction.  The  father  died  there  in  1876  and  was  laid  to  rest  on 
his  birthday,  March  23d.  His  widow  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  in  Berlin  Heights  in  October,  1895.  Joseph  ^1.  iliiidinkson 
and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Clark,  are  the  only  two  still  living  of  tw.lvr  ihildrcn. 
Six  of  these  children  grew  to  maturity  and  five  were  married  and  had 
children. 

The  third  in  the  family,  and  the  first  to  be  born  in  Ohio,  Joseph 
M.  Hendriekson  was  reared  partly  in  Ohio  and  partly  in  New  York  State. 
Like  many  other  successful  men  and  women  in  the  county  he  received 
part  of  his  education  from  that  well  known  instructor  of  a  previous 
generation,  Job  Fish.  After  his  marriage  in  1864  he  rented  a  farm  in 
Berlin  Township  for  five  j'ears  and  then  moved  to  the  eastern  part  of 
the  towiiship  and  bought  eighty-three  and  one-half  acres  situated  on  the 
Berlin  and  Florence  highway.  This  has  since  been  the  scene  of  his 
endeavors  and  has  been  the  place  of  his  home.  Under  liis  labors  and 
management  the  land  has  been  greatly  improved  and  in  spite  of  succes- 
sive croppings  for  many  years  its  fertility  is  greater  than  ever.  This 
farm  at  one  time  had  upon  it  a  large  double  log  house,  which  was  a 
notable  landmark  in  the  early  social  doings  of  this  section  of  Erie  County. 
It  was  the  general  rendezvous  for  all  llii^  y<inii,u-  ]icii|ilc  df  Ibi'  cDiiimunity, 
who  came  for  miles  around  on  horscliack,  liolli  ilic  Inivs  ami  ;jii-ls,  and 
to  the  music  of  the  fiddles  the  youiif^'  tnik  dam-,., I  uiilil  llie  small  li<iurs 
of  the  morning.  During  his  resiilrm-e  ihcre  ^Ir.  Hendriekson  has  per- 
fected a  number  of  noteworthy  im|iinviiiients.  One  of  these  is  a  large 
barn  30x60  feet  with  an  adjoinini;  shed,  and  there  are  a  number  of  other 
structures  for  the  shelter  of  his  stock  anil  grain.  All  the  farm  buildings 
are  painted  red,  and  his  residence  is  a  large  roomy  house,  and  the  entire 
environment  is  one  that  suggests  hospitality,  solid  comfort,  and  high 
ideals.  Around  the  buildings  are  the  fruit  orchard,  and  for  many  years 
he  has  given  close  attention  to  his  live  stock,  keeping  cattle,  hogs  and 
horses,  and  evidence  of  his  careful  and  considerate  treatment  of  his 
stock  is  found  in  the  fact  that  fix  re  arc  two  horses  on  the  plai-c.  luie  of 
them  twent.y-seven  and  the  otliii-  t\\  i  niy-four  years  of  ai^v.  ami  both 
"still  in  the  harness."  He  aLsn  luaiiiaiucd  a  flock  of  graded  shoals  for 
several  years.  The  Hendriekson  farm  is  widely  known  over  Erie  County 
as  the  "Lone  Buckeye  Farm." 

Though  most  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Erie  County  Mr.  Hendriek- 
son was  married,  on  August  4.  1863,  in  Lorain  County,  to  Jliss  Evaulette 
Rosella  Thomas.  She  was  born  in  Vermont  State,  September  13,  1842,  of 
old  New  England  stock,  a  daughter  of  William  Thonms,  who  died  when 
she  was  a  child.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Hill, 
tlien  brought  her  little  family  to  Lorain  County  to  join  her  oldest  son, 
who  had  located  there  several  years  previously.  Mrs.  Hannah  Thomas, 
who  died  at  Olierlin.  was  one  of  the  most  notable  of  the  pioneer  women 
in  this  section  of  Northei'n  Ohio.     She  possessed  all  the  vigor  and  rugged 
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kindliness  which  are  associated  with  the  New  England  character,  and  all 
her  children  and  others,  who  came  within  the  circle  of  her  inHuence 
cherish  her  memory  and  express  their  gratitude  for  her  many  lovely 
traits  of  mind  and  heart. 

While  in  the  course  of  years  material  prosperity  to  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary degree  has  rewarded  the  efforts  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hendrickson,  they 
have  reason  to  take  chief  pride  and  find  their  licst  sulaii-  in  their  family, 
many  of  whom  now  live  around  them.  They  wiv  ih,.  parents  of  ten 
children,  and  they  now  have  twenty-five  grandrliiMitii  and  one  great- 
granddaughter.  Their  oldest  daughter,  Lucy,  married  Philip  Glime,  and 
both  are  now  deceased,  and  their  two  children  have  grown  up  in  the 
home  of  their  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mx-h.  Hendrickson — Iva  is  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Stephens,  assistant  cashier  in  tlie  Berlin  Heights  Bank,  and 
Archie  is  now  a  musician  in  the  United  States  navy,  serving  on  the 
battleship  Utah.  Mark,  the  second  child,  is  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile 
house  at  Norwalk ;  he  married  Bertha  Bohrer,  and  his  four  children  are 
Hazel,  Ella  May,  Mark,  Jr.,  and  Laverne.  Preston  is  a  farmer  in  Milan 
Township;  he  married  Edith  Sanders  and  has  five  daughters,  Lucile, 
Margorie,  Aletha,  Clarice  and  Frances,  ilyra  is  the  wife  of  William 
Cordon  of  Berlin  Heights,  and  their  three  children  ai"e  Evaulette  R., 
Arthur  and  Robert.  Eva  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Clipson  of  Berlin 
Heights,  and  their  children  arr  RaynKui.l  aiiil  Addison.  ]Maud  is  the 
wife  of  Willis  Lowry,  a  i'annrr  near  I'nlin  lliiulits,  and  their  children 
are  named  Nelson,  Dorothy  and  Allnii.  .Inc  is  now  the  active  manager 
of  his  father's  farm;  he  manicd  Anna  fish,  and  liis  iliildrcn  are  named 
Norman,  Alma,  Helen,  Charles  and  MiMi-rd.  .Mis.  I.cna  -ludson  has  one 
son,  William.  Earl  mari'ird  Anna  SlriL;vi'  and  Ims  on  a  farm  in  Berlin 
Tovvnsliip  and  lias  a  danghter  named  Lena.  Helen,  the  youngest,  is  still 
unmairi.  ,|  ami  IIm  s  at  home.  It  is  an  intei-esting  fact  that  Job  Fish, 
the  echnator  alnad)  mentioned  as  having  furnished  ilr.  Hendrickson 
with  part  of  his  early  instruction,  also  ])icsi(Ii'd  nver  the  school  careers 
of  all  these  children  excepting  two.  I\Ir.  lli  ndrirksdii  is  a  strong  repub- 
lican, his  sons  vote  in  the  same  faith,  and  .Mrs.  lltudrickson  and  most 
of  the  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Timothy  Costigan.  For  more  than  forty  years,  almost  halt'  a  life- 
time, Timothy  Costiiian  lias  lived  at  his  present  home  farm  on  the 
Ridge  Road  near  I'.ci-lin  Ilii'jhts  Village.  He  established  himself  there 
in  January,  1874,  and  \\  itii  ilic  pas.sing  years  his  prosperity  has  increased 
and  in  all  that  time  he  has  enjoyed  the  full  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  eouHuunity. 

His  early  life  was  one  of  considerable  struggle  with  adversity,  and 
he  first  became  identified  with  Erie  County  as  a  common  laborer  in  a 
stone  quarry.  Timothy  Costigan  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  the  Province 
of  Leinster,  between  Cork  and  Dublin,  on  Christmas  Day,  December  25, 
1849,  a  son  of  William  and  Ellen  (.Alahar)  Costigan,  wlio  came  to  America 
in  1889  and  made  their  home  with  their  sons  until  their  deaths,  the 
former  dying  in  1898  and  the  latter  in  1901.  Both  lie  liuried  at  Milan, 
Ohio.  The  family  is  of  old  and  undefiled  Irish  stock.  The  fatlier  was 
a  son  of  William,  Sr.,  and  Ellen  (Clancy)  Costigan,  wlio  spent  all  their 
lives  in  Ireland  and  died  on  their  farm  in  that  country.  They  were  of 
the  Catholic  religion.  Mrs.  William  Costigan  was  the  daugiiter  of 
Timothy  Mahar,  who  married  a  ^Miss  :Mci)()iiald.  and  they  were  also 
natives  of  Leinster  Province.  Tiiiiolhy  Jlaliar.  after  the  death  of  his 
wife,  went  into  England  and  died  at  liCeds  wIumi  seventy-five  years  of 
age.  He  and  his  family  were  likewise  Catholics.  William  Costigan,  Jr., 
grew  up  to  farming  and  took  up  that  as  a  serious  vocation.     After  his 
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marriage  he  followed  the  industry  in  Ireland,  and  four  sous  and  one 
daughter  were  born  into  his  houseliold.  The  daughter,  Ellen,  is  now 
married  and  lives  in  Ireland.  The  son,  Martin,  came  to  the  United 
States,  married  and  lives  in  Berlin  Township,  heiuo  einidoyed  hy  the 
Cleveland  &  South  Western  "Green  Line"  Street  Car  Coiuiiany.  and  has 
a  family  of  two  sons.  The  son  Patrick  was  married  in  Irehiud.  came  to 
the  United  States  and  located  in  Ei-ic  Cdunty,  and  has  a  farm  on  th(^ 
Ridge  Road  in  Berlin  Town.ship;  his  fjiinily  .onsists  of  one  daughter. 

Timothy  Costigan,  the  oldest  of  llic  i-hijdivn.  ^rew  u])  in  Ireland  and 
received  only  a  limited  nlucation.  In  March,  1872,  wlien  tweiity-lliree 
years  of  age,  he  cnilLirkcd  nn  a  vessel  at  Queenstown,  the  Rii.\al  Sainarii-i, 
Captain  Wiley  ils  connnander,  and  two  weeks  later  was  landed  in  P>oston. 
He  came  on  west  as  far  as  Sandusky,  and  afterward  came  into  Berlin 
Township  and  found  employment  with  George  Baillie  in  the  latter  s 
stone  quarry.  He  continued  as  foreman  of  the  stone  quarry  up  to  1897, 
and  gained  his  start  by  that  work.  He  was  industrious,  eager  to  please, 
and  thus  won  the  respect  and  friendship  of  llr.  Baillie,  who  was  glad  to 
advance  him  as  rapidly  as  possible.  After  the  death  of  Jlr.  Baillie  he 
turned  all  his  attention  to  farming  and  fruit  growing.  His  farm  con- 
sisted of  nearly  fifty  acres,  and  he  had  bought  this  in  small  tracts  from 
time  to  time,  forty-two  acres  of  it  being  within  the  corporation  limits  of 
Berlin  Heights  Village.  He  has  been  successful  as  a  raiser  of  small 
fruits  and  has  about  five  acres  of  tree  fruits,  peaches,  pears,  apples, 
cherries  and  plums.  He  has  almost  every  variety  of  small  fruits,  and 
furnishes  a  large  amount  to  the  market  each  year.  His  home  is  a  com- 
fortable nine-room  house  and  the  people  of  Berlin  Township  regard  him 
as  one  of  its  most  prosperous  citizens. 

Since  coming  to  Erie  County  he  married  Miss  Catherine  iMaroney. 
She  was  born  in  Munster,  Ireland,  in  1854,  and  when  nineteen  years  of 
age  came  alone  to  the  United  States  to  join  her  sister  ]\Iary  in  Berlin 
Township  of  Erie  County.  This  sister  had  married  Thomas  Sheedy 
of  Connecticut,  and  they  are  now  living  on  their  farm  in  Wilson  County, 
Kansas.  Mrs.  Costigan  died  at  her  home  in  Berlin  Township.  April  17, 
1913.  She  was  reared  in  the  Catholic  Church.  To  their  marriage  were 
born  seven  children:  William,  who  is  unmarried  and  assi-sts  his  father 
in  the  management  of  the  farm ;  Ellen,  the  wife  of  Archbold  McLaren,  of 
Cleveland;  Mary,  who  is  her  father's  housekeeper;  Timothy,  who  is  now 
in  the  western  states  and  is  unmarried;  Joseph,  a  commercial  salesman 
for  the  Fuller  Canning  Company  of  Cleveland;  Evelyn,  who  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Berlin  Ileigbts  High  Si'hool  with  the  class  of  1915,  and  the 
older  children  had  sinnlar  advantages  in  the  way  of  education;  and 
Charles,  who  is  now  in  the  eiglith  grade  of  the  public  schools.  All  the 
children  are  eonfli-med  members  of  the  Catholic  Churcli.  Mr.  Costigan 
is  independent  in  politics. 

Peter  G.  Altvater.  When  I'dci-  (i.  Allvat.T  .lied  ii  was  llir  ixnu'v.A 
expression  of  community  esteem  in  .Mai''jarct1a  To\vnshi|i,  wlici','  he  had 
lived  for  many  years,  that  a  suci'cssrnl  faninT.  a  imMic  spirited  rilizen, 
a  kind  husband  and  father,  and  a  man  of  irreproachable  character  and 
fine  integrity  had  been  removed  from  his  position  in  the  township. 

A  native  of  Germany,  born  in  that  country  February  15,  1850,  when 
two  years  of  age  he  was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents,  Peter  and 
Catherine  Altvater.  The  family  came  almost  dii'ectly  to  Erie  County, 
and  located  at  Castalia,  where  the  late  Mr.  Altvater  was  reared  to  man- 
liood,  with  the  incidental  acquirement  of  such  advantages  as  were  af- 
forded by  the  local  schools.  He  became  a  man  of  good  judgment,  noted 
for  his  common  sense  and  vigor  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  many  of  the 
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substantial  results  of  his  efforts  are  now  found  on  the  Altvater  farm 
near  Castalia,  where  Jlrs.  Altvater  resides. 

On  December  28,  1880,  Peter  G.  Altvater  married  Frederieka  Sick, 
who  was  born  in  Sandusky,  August  21,  1852,  a  daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Frederieka  (Beehtel)  Sick.  Her  mother  is  now  in  her  eighty- 
seventh  year  and  lives  with  ilrs.  Altvater.  Both  Frederick  Sick  and  his 
wife  were  born  in  Germany  and  in  the  spring  of  1848  left  that  country, 
about  the  time  of  the  high  tide  of  emigration  from  the  German  provinces, 
and  spent  sixty-three  days  on  a  sailing  vessel  before  they  were  landed 
in  New  York  City.  From  there  they  came  on  to  Erie  County,  lived  in 
Sandusky  until  1863,  and  then  established  their  home  on  a  farm  in 
^largaretta  Township  near  Venice.  Mr.  Sick  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and 
followed  that  occupation  in  Sandusky  until  his  removal  to  the  farm  in 
Margaretta  Township,  after  which  he  became  a  substantial  agriculturist 
and  died  in  that  community  February  27,  1914,  when  in  his  ninetieth 
year.  The  esteem  which  he  enjoyed  in  the  eominunitj'  was  represented 
by  a  large  following  of  loyal  friends.  In  the  old  country  he  had  served 
in  the  German  army. 

Two  children  wej-e  born  to  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Altvater.  Arthur  F.  lives 
in  ^largaretta  Township,  married  Myrtle  Jump  and  their  two  sons  are 
named  Emei-son  and  Lowell.  The  second  son,  Frank  E.,  now  lives  with 
his  niotlier  on  the  Altvater  homestead  in  JIargaretta  Township. 

AVhile  his  business  as  a  farmer  required  many  years  of  close  atten- 
tion and  hard  work,  Mr.  Altvater  did  not  neglect  his  public  duties,  and 
was  honored  with  the  office  of  trustee  and  also  as  a  member  of  the  boartl 
of  education  in  his  home  township.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  The  substantial  results 
of  his  career  are  seen  in  the  Altvater  homestead,  which  contains  122 
acres,  all  well  improved  and  making  a  splendid  home  for  Mrs.  Altvater. 
This  farm  is  situated  two  miles  north  of  Castalia.  Mrs.  Altvater  was 
reared  in  Sandusky,  and  after  her  marriage  she  and  her  husband  lived 
in  Castalia  several  years,  and  from  there  moved  to  the  present  home- 
stead in  Margaretta  Township. 

Cykus  C.  Knapp.  More  than  a  century  ago  George  Washington  said 
that  "agriculture  is  the  most  useful  and  honorable  occupation  of  man," 
and  the  trnlh  of  this  slalcnicnl  slaiuls  lodny  as  it  did  then.  A  promi- 
nent i'c|in'sciitati\i'  nl'  this  rlass  in  I'li'ir  ('(iiinty,  who  is  also  noted  as  a 
stock  lnvcdir,  is  Cyiiis  ('.  I\naii|).  of  .\lai-,tiantta  Township.  Mr.  Knapp 
was  born  in  Putnam  County,  New  York,  January  7,  1847,  a  son  of 
Gilbert  and  Cynthia  C.  (Chase)  Knapp,  who  also  were  natives  of  that 
county.  In  1848,  with  his  wife  and  family,  Gilbert  Knapp  came  to 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  settling  in  Margaretta  Township,  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  article.  Ilen;  lie  devotetl  liimself 
to  agricultui-e  and  in  time  became  one  of  the  prominent  and  representative 
(iitizens  of  the  township.  His  span  of  life  exceeded  the  scriptural  allot- 
ment of  tln-ee  score  years  and  ten,  as  he  died  honored  and  respected  when 
in  liis  seventy -third  year.  Of  his  children  there  are  now  three  survivors : 
James  II.,  who  resides  in  Republic,  Ohio,  and  John  T.  and  Cyrus  ('.,  of 
;\Iargaretta  Township,  Erie  County. 

Cyrus  C.  Knai>p  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  ]\Iargaretta  Township. 
and  ac(|uired  his  education  in  its  public  schools  and  in  the  high  school 
at  Milan,-Ohio.  Brought  up  to  farm  life  from  Ids  youth,  he  has  made  it 
his  vocation  and  has  attained  a  high  place  nmong  the  suc<"('ssful  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  and  stock  raisers  of  this  locality.  Ilis  rarni 
contains  170  acres  of  good  land  and,  in  addition  to  the  usual  barns  and 
out-b>iil(lings  there  is  a  fine  residence,  built  in   1910,  which   is  one  oT 
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the  most  beautiful  homes  in  Northern  Ohio.  As  a  breeder  of  shorthorn 
Durham  cattle  and  Merino  sheep,  Mr.  Knapp  is  associated  with  his 
brother,  John  T.,  the  firm  being  known  as  Knapp  Brothers.  In  this 
department  also,  as  in  agriculture,  he  has  been  highly  successful,  the 
reputation  of  the  firm  extending  far  and  wide.  That  his  business  ability 
is  recognized  throughout  the  county  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he 
is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Castalia  Banking  Company,  of  Castalia, 
Ohio.     In  politics  he  is  a  I'epublicau  with  independent  proclivities. 

Cyrus  C.  Knapp  was  married,  June  10,  1903,  to  Cora  C.  Sehoewe, 
who  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  l-Mwanl  Si-hocwe, 
of  ilargaretta  Township.  Pour  children  have  been  1m )ni  tdilicni,  luiinflv: 
Gilbert  S.,  Melvin  E.,  Janu-s  W.  and  John  T.  Enjoymu  a  i-omloilalile 
prosperity,  and  witli  the  cstcciu  and  roiifidence  of  his  ueighl)ors  and  fel- 
low townsmen,  ^Ir.  Kna|i|i  is  a  iiotalili'  cxaiiiple  of  what  a  man  may  attain 
to  by  industry  and  perscviTain-c,  hai-krd  hy  intelligence  and  integrity. 

Levi  M.  Coughenour.  The  elements  of  character  depicted  in  the  best 
type  of  American  manhood  are  energy,  enterprise,  int.egrity  and  a  loyal 
spirit  manifested  by  devotion  to  the  general  good  along  lines  pertaining 
to  public  progress  and  improvement.  Among  the  citizens  of  Erie 
County  who  exhibit  these  qualities  in  a  marked  degree  is  Levi  M. 
Coughenour,  of  ^largaretta  Township.  Mr.  Coughenour  was  born  in 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  Mai"ch  21,  1850,  the  son  of  Moses  and 
Susan  (Coulson)  Coughenour,  both  parents  being  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State.  The  paternal  family  is  of  German  origin,  but  has  been  settled  in 
this  country  many  years,  as  Daniel  Coughenour,  the  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  memoir,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1S12.  The 
Coulsons,  on  the  other  hand,  are  of  English  and  Welsh  extraction. 

Levi  M.  Coughenour  was  reared  in  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania, 
where  in  his  boyhood  he  attended  the  public  schools.  Subsecjuently  he 
became  a  student  at  Baldwin  University,  Berea,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  one 
year.  Coming  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of  1S70,  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Huron  Township,  whei"e  he  spent  two  summers  and  one 
winter.  After  teaching  two  winter  terms  of  school  in  Perkins  Town- 
ship, in  the  spring  of  1873  he  came  to  Margaretta  Township,  of  which 
he  has  since  been  practically  a  continuous  resident.  For  twenty  years 
he  followed  the  profession  of  teacher  in  Perkins  and  ilargaretta  Town- 
ships, showing  a  high  order  of  capacity  and  gaining  the  love  and 
respect  of  his  pupils,  many  of  whom,  now  grown  to  manhood  and 
womanhood,  are  prominent  members  of  tlii'ii'  i-cs]icrii\i'  i-diiiiniiiiit  ies, 
and  hold  their  old-time  teacher  in  grateful  iviMciuliiaiiiM.  I'nv  four 
years  Mr.  Coughenour  served  as  assistant  cliTk  in  llic  Ohio  Slalc  Prison, 
at  Columl)us,  and  later  was  clerk  for  three  years  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Ohio  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  at  Columbus.  He  was  a  director 
and  is  now  secretary  of  the  Erie  County  Farmers  Insurance  Company, 
having  been  a  director  for  a  number  of  years,  and  secretary  since  the 
death  of  the  late  J.  D.  Parker,  the  former  incumbent  of  that  office. 
From  1879  to  1882  he  was  the  efficient  clerk  of  Margaretta  Township. 
In  all  these  various  capacities  Mr.  Coughenour  has  shown  himself  a  hard 
and  conscientious  worker,  faithful  to  every  trust,  and  efficient  in  what- 
ever he  has  undertaken  to  do.  He  takes  a  special  interest  in  the  cause  of 
education,  being  himself  a  close  student  and  reader  and  keeping  well 
abreast  of  all  the  important  topics  of  the  times.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican.  He  is  a  Free  Mason  and  belongs  to  Erie  Commandery, 
K.  T.,  at  Sandusky. 

On  March  31,  1878,  Mr.  Coughenour  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Emily  A.  Dwight,  who  was  born  in  Margaretta  Tovmship,  this  county. 
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a  daughter  of  Roswell  and  Elosia  (Skidmore)  D wight.  Both  her  parents 
were  from  Xew  England,  the  father  being  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and 
the  mother  of  Vermont.  In  1838  they  came  from  Massachusetts  to 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  settling  in  Margare'tta  Township,  where  they  were 
practically  pioneers,  there  being  but  few  other  settlers  here  at  the  time. 
Their  first  dwelling  was  a  log  house,  but  gradually  they  improved  their 
surroundings  until  they  were  numbered  among  the  prosperous  residents 
of  the  township,  ilr.  Dwight  was  politically  affiliated  with  the  republi- 
can party  and  at  one  time  served  as  township  trustee.  He  died  in  1885, 
his  wife,  who  survived  him  several  years,  passing  away  in  1900.  Mr. 
Coughenour  is  a  man  widely  known  and  esteemed  throughout  this 
locality,  being  ever  ready  to  do  a  neighborly  act  or  to  support  to  the 
extent  of  his  ability  any  practical  measure  for  the  moral  or  material 
betterment  of  the  community. 

William  Henry  Hine.  It  would  be  impossible  to  give  a  just  account' 
of  the  community  of  Berlin  Township  without  repeated  reference  to  the 
Hine  family.  For  almost  a  century  that  community  has  been  continu- 
ously honored  and  benefited  by  the  presence  within  its  borders  of  some 
of  the  active  and  influential  people  of  this  name.  In  the  character  of  its 
individuals  and  in  their  public  services  no  family  in  Ei'ie  County  has 
been  more  distinguished  and  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  strength 
and  diversity  of  the  influences  which  emanate  from  .such  worthy  people 
and  affect  the  social  and  business  aiifairs  of  the  county  even  to  its 
most  remote  bounds. 

Conspicuous  as  representative  of  this  name  was  the  late  William 
Henry  Hine,  who  was  born  in  Berlin  Township  near  what  is  now  the 
Village  of  Shinrock  on  August  12,  1821,  and  after  living  to  be  more  than 
fourscore  he  died  at  his  home  Augvist  2,  1903.  His  parents  came  from 
Connecticut  and  both  in  time  of  coming  and  in  intrinsic  worth  deserve 
mention  as  among  "the  first  families."  His  parents  were  Jarred  and 
Elizabeth,  better  known  as  Betsey  (JMinor)  Hine.  Jarred  Hine  was  a 
son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Cowles)  Hine,  who  spent  all  their  lives  in 
Connecticut.  The  Hine  family  lived  at  Bethlehem  and  the  Minors  at 
Waterbury,  Connecticut.  Not  long  after  the  marriage  of  Jarred  and 
Betsey  Hine  they  set  out  in  1816  to  oecupj'  a  portion  of  the  wilderness 
in  Northern  Ohio.  This  journey  was  made  with  team  and  wagon,  and 
they  spent  six  weeks  between  ConnecticTit  and  Erie  County.  They  passed 
through  Buffido  when  it  was  a  hamlet  of  twelve  houses,  and  the  site  of 
the  i)!vs(  111  -iviit  ( 'ity  of  Cleveland  had  only  sixteen  homes.  From  Cleve- 
land il  \\;is  iMi-i  ssary  to  follow  a  trail  made  by  blazed  trees  to  their  per- 
manent location  at  what  is  now  Shinrock  in  the  western  part  of  Berlin 
Township,  on  what  subsequently  came  to  be  known  as  the  Berlin  Heights 
and  Huron  Road.  When  the  Hines  family  arrived  in  Berlin  Township 
the  total  population  comprised  only  nine  families.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  exaggerate  the  wildness  and  primitiveness  of  this  country  at  that 
time.  Their  first  home  was  a  log  cabin,  and  the  rude  opening  which 
served  them  for  a  door  had  only  a  blanket  to  keep  out  the  wind  and 
weather,  and  the  family  tradition  says  that  on  one  or  two  occasions  a 
curious  bear  poked  his  head  under  this  blanket  and  frightened  the  in- 
mates. The  wolves  howled  about,  Indians  were  not  infrequent  visitors, 
and  for  several  years  the  greater  part  of  the  provisions  which  stocked 
the  family  larder  was  the  wild  game  found  everywhere  in  abundance. 
Jarred  and  Betsey  Hine  were  people  of  education  and  well  fitted  for  the 
responsibilities  of  leadership  in  a  new  community.  Jarred  was  by  pro- 
fession a  trained  lawyer,  and  for  a  number  of  years  served  as  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  often  held  court  in  his  own  home.     The  old  settlers 
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frequently  related  incidents  illustrating  his  promptness  and  vigorous 
decision,  and  he  was  esteemed  for  his  sterling  integrity  and  shrewd  com- 
mon sense  in  dispensing  justice  from  his  inferior  court.  He  lived  a  life 
of  convictions  and  high  principles  and  at  the  same  time  was  known  for 
his  exceeding  generosity  to  the  poor.  His  wife  was  well  fitted  for  her 
position,  and  had  come  into  the  wilds  of  Erie  County  a  cultured  woman 
unused  to  hardship,  but  facing  it  with  a  remarkable  cheerfulness  and 
courage.  She  had  taught  school  in  her  native  state,  and  was  a  woman 
who  looked  well  after  her  household,  and  many  stories  have  been  told 
of  her  firm  but  kindly  character.  The  fact  that  her  home  was  for  several 
years  a  temple  of  justice  for  the  community  brought  to  it  all  classes  of 
people,  and  she  frequently  had  to  exercise  her  authority  as  a  methodical 
and  strict  housekeeper  in  forbidding  the  unruly  and  boisterous  conduct 
of  those  who  assembled  at  the  trials  presided  over  by  her  husband. 
Jarred  Hine  in  early  days  was  a  whig.  He  died  at  the  large  homestead 
in  Berlin  Township  December  14,  1844,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  His  wife 
passed  away  February  22,  1866. 

The  late  William  Henry  Hine  was  an  only  child  of  his  pai-ents.  He 
inherited  many  of  the  fine  qualities  of  character  and  intelligence  which 
were  found  in  both  his  father  and  mother.  He  grew  up  on  the  old  farm 
at  Shinrock,  and  was  a  little  pa.st  manhood  when  his  father  died,  and 
he  then  took  over  the  old  homestead  of  167  acres  and  long  before  his 
death  had  made  of  it  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Erie  County.  He  was  a 
man  who  readily  adopted  and  introduced  progressive  ideas  in  farming, 
and  was  always  a  leader  in  this  industry.  He  acquired  other  farms  in 
the  county  and  prospered  in  the  raising  of  general  crops,  stock  and  fruit. 
It  was  on  the  old  homestead  that  he  spent  his  last  years. 

The  last  Mr.  Hine  was  perhaps  best  known  to  the  business  com- 
munity as  a  banker.  A  little  more  than  thirty  years  ago  he  established 
the  Berlin  Heights  Banking  Company,  and  all  the  people  of  Berlin 
Township  are  aware  that  this  business  is  still  in  flourishing  existence. 
He  was  president  of  the  bank  from  the  organization  until  his  death, 
and  his  fine  judgment  was  largely  responsible  for  its  prosperity.  The 
bank  started  with  a  capitalization  of  $50,000,  and  the  business  is  still 
conducted  on  that  basis.  In  his  time  two  branches  were  established,  one 
at  Huron  and  one  at  Waitman  in  Huron  County.  A  member  of  the 
present  board  of  directors  is  the  only  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Hine. 
This  daughter,  Elizabeth  Elvora  Hine,  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead at  Shinrock  in  1851,  a  daughter  of  William  Henry  and  Fanny 
(Green)  Hine.  Fanny  Green  was  born  in  Berlin  Heights  Village.  Janu- 
ary 24,  1825,  and  was  likewise  of  the  pioneer  stock  in  this  section  of 
Northern  Ohio.  She  died  in  Berlin  Township  April  11,  1893.  She  spent 
all  her  life  in  the  county,  and  was  a  woman  of  noble  characteristics  and 
did  a  vast  amount  of  good  not  only  to  those  bound  to  her  by  ties  of 
blood  and  kinship  but  to  every  needy  member  of  her  community.  The 
Green  family  originated  and  long  had  their  home  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
she  was  also  related  to  the  Websters  of  Massachusetts. 

Miss  Hine,  who  is  now  living  at  the  Village  of  Berlin  Heights,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Huron  County  and  in  Lake  Erie  Col- 
lege at  Painsville.  She  developed  a  considerable  talent  as  an  artist  in 
oils  and  was  a  student  in  that  art  under  Mrs.  Doctor  Goodsell  of  Nor- 
walk.  In  1904  ]\Iiss  Hine  bought  a  fine  ten-room  brick  home  on  South 
Street  in  Berlin  Heights,  and  there  she  has  spent  most  of  her  time  when 
not  traveling.  She  is  a  woman  of  broad  interests,  liberal  sympathies,  and 
in  many  ways  has  shown  her  public  spirit  in  her  relations  to  her  native 
county."  She  is  president  of  the  Tuesday  Tourist  Club,  the  principal 
woman's  literary  society  at  Berlin  Heights,  and  is  also  an  active  member 


HISTORY  OP  ERIE  COUNTY  747 

of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.    She  attends  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  a  former 
treasurer  and  member  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society. 

Stephen  H.  White.  The  character  of  a  man  can  usually  be  gauged 
by  the  general  opinion  of  his  fellow  men,  and  the  extent  to  which  they 
are  willing  to  entrust  him  with  the  safe-guarding  of  their  individual  or 
general  intei-ests.  Hence,  men  holding  impoilaiit  dflirrs  are  usually 
men  of  some  force  and  stability  of  character,  in  w  hose  alii  lily  and  honesty 
the  people  have  confidence.  Among  such  is  Slijilit'ii  II.  White,  trustee 
of  Margaretta  Township.  lOric  (bounty,  Ohio,  who  was  elected  to  his 
present  office  in  Xiiviiiilicr,  llH.'i,  took  up  its  duties  in  the  following 
January,  and  has  served  iapal)l.\-  up  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  White  is 
a  native  of  this  township,  having  been  Ijorn  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  May  22,  1862.  He  is,  therefore,  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  full 
possession  of  all  his  powers  and  faculties.  lie  is  a  son  of  John  White,  an 
early  settler  in  Margaretta  Township  and  for  many  years  one  of  its 
prominent  citizens,  who  died  JMarch  23,  1883.  John  White  was  a  man 
of  force  and  character  and  was  one  of  that  brave  army  of  men  who,  in 
the  darkest  days  of  our  country's  history  left  home  and  friends  and 
risked  their  lives  to  save  the  Union  from  dismemberment.  Serving  three 
years  as  a  soldier  in  the  Northern  armies,  he  took  part  in  numerous 
battles,  and  at  one  time  was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  lln'  Coiifc'dcrates. 
He  belonged  to  the  Masons  and  to  the  Independent  Oidei-  dl  Odd  Pel- 
lows,  and  was  at  all  times  an  upright  man  and  a  ch'iieiidalile  citizen. 
In  politics  he  was  a  republican.  Ilis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  L.  Rogers,  and  who  still  survives  him,  being  now  in  her  eightietli 
year,  was  born  in  Margaretta  Township,  this  county,  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  H.  Rogers,  who  in  his  day  was  a  well  known  agi'ieulturist  and 
lime  burner,  and  a  reliable  and  respected  citizen.  Her  mother  is  said 
to  have  been  the  first  white  child  born  in  this  township,  and  they  were 
both,  husband  and  wife,  among  the  very  early  settlers  here.  John  and 
Mary  L.  White  had  two  children:  Sophia  E.,  now  the  wife  of  D.  N. 
Williams,  of  ililan,  Ohio,  and  Stephen  H.,  who  was  named  after  his 
maternal  grandfather. 

Stephen  H.  White  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  his  native  township, 
in  his  boyhood  attending  its  public  schools.  Plis  education  was  snlise 
quently  continued  at  the  Western  Reserve  Normal  School,  at  Jlilan, 
Ohio,  which  he  attended  for  about  three  winter  terms.  His  industrial 
activities  since  early  youth  have  been  connected  with  farming,  and  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  of  sixty -five  acres,  well  supplied  witii 
substantial  buildings,  inehuling  a  commodious  residence,  the  whole 
property  being  kept  in  excellent  condition.  Mr.  White  is  both  an  indus- 
trious and  a  progi-essive  citizen.  For  several  years  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  of  Margaretta  Township,  and  has 
always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  condition  and  efficiency  of  the  public; 
schools.  In  fact,  any  practical  measure  for  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
whether  moral  or  material,  meets  with  his  hearty  sympathy  and  sup- 
port. He  belongs  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  in  ])olitics  is  a  re- 
publican. 

December  16,  1885,  Ste|ih,.ii  11.  WliKe  was  united  in  marriativ  witii 
Nettie  P.  Jones,  a  daughter  of  lleiii'v  ('.  .loiies  mow  deceased  i  of 
Margaretta  Township,  this  county.  Of  their  union  there  has  he.-n  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Leonora  E.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Albert  II.  Trout,  of 
Margaretta  Township,  and  lias  one  son,  A.  Howai-d  Pi-out. 

Henry  M.  Brown.  The  true  worlli  of  a  man  is  fomid  in  tlie  useful 
work  he  has  done,   and   the   truly    representative   citizens   of   a    town. 
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county  or  state  are  those  who  have  in  any  notcwui-lhy  in:niiier  con- 
tributed to  its  upbuilding,  imiDrovement  and  coiniinrcial  pinsiicrity.  A 
biographical  i-eview  of  Erie  County,  Ohio,  would  be  im-diriiilclc  without 
mention  of  Henry  M.  Brown,  the  popular  postmaster  of  Venice,  Mar- 
garetta  Township,  who  is  also  one  of  the  township's  leading  business 
men.  Mr.  Brown  may  be  called  a  native  son  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word,  for  he  was  born  here  October  8,  1872,  his  parents,  Church  and 
Elizabeth  L.  (Moore)  Brown,  being  also  natives  of  the  township,  where 
they  still  reside.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Solomon  Brown,  though 
not  born  here,  was  only  four  years  old  when  he  arrived  in  the  township 
with  his  parents,  they  being  among  the  pioneer  settlers  here.  .  Since 
that  time  the  family  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  development  of 
this  locality,  contributing  to  its  imj^rovement  and  doing  their  full  part 
as  good  and  reliable  citizens. 

Henry  M.  Brown  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Margaretta 
Township  and  in  the  high  school  at  Castalia,  Ohio.  He  soon  became 
self-supporting  and  since  early  manhood  has  been  engaged  in  various 
industrial  avocations,  perhaps  the  most  important  of  which  was  his 
dredging  the  mouth  of  the  race  of  Sandusky  Bay  at  Venice,  which  he 
did  several  years  ago.  This  was  a  most  valuable  improvement  and  has 
been  highly  beneficial  to  Venice,  giving  it  much  better  shipping  facili- 
ties. In  1897  Mr.  Brown  engaged  in  business  at  Venice  as  a  dealer 
in  agricultural  implements  and  is  still  thus  occupied.  On  July  28, 
1906,  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  as  postmaster,  the  duties 
of  which  he  has  performed  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  township  who  receive  their  mail  from  this  office.  As  a  business 
man  he  is  honest,  enterprising  and  accommodating,  and  enjoys  in  a  high 
degree  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  who  know  that  in  trading 
with  him  they  may  be  sure  of  a  "square  deal."  He  is  a  member  of  the 
K.  0.  T.  M.  at  Crystal  Rock,  Ohio;  also  of  the  Vigilantes  at  Castalia, 
this  county.  A  republican  in  politics,  he  .served  seven  years  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  his  work  in  this  capacity  being  highly 
creditable.  At  all  times  he  has  shown  a  keen  interest  in  the  improvement 
of  local  conditions  and  his  fellow  townsmen  know  that  they  can  always 
count  upon  his  aid,  influence  or  advice  in  support  of  a  worthy  cause. 

Mr.  Brown  married  Almeda  Heimlich,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Heim- 
lich of  Venice,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  a  son,  Arlo  R.  Brown. 

James  G.  Snowden.  A  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  for  more  than 
half  a  cenutry  a  resident  of  Margaretta  Township,  Jlr.  Snowden 's 
career  is  in  every  way  an  appropriate  subject  for  biogi'aphical  mention 
in  the  annals  of  Erie  County.  He  comes  of  old  American  stock,  and 
few  men 'have  a  better  and  more  distinguished  ancestral  background. 
Mr.  Snowden  is  a  grandson  of  Rev.  Samuel  Finley  and  Susan  Bayard 
(Breese)  Snowden,  and  before  taking  up  the  individual  career  of  this 
well  known  resident  of  Margaretta  Township  it  will  be  appropriate  to 
introduce  some  data  pei-taining  to  the  Breese  and  Snowden  families 
in  earlier  generations. 

The  Breese  family  was  established  in  America  by  Sidney  Breese, 
who  was  born  in  England,  where  he  was  an  ardent  sympathizer  of  the 
Stuart  dynasty,  and  was  about  to  mount  his  horse  to  join  the  army  of 
the  young  pretender  when  word  arrived  that  Charles  Edward  had  been 
defeated  by  the  royal  forces.  Sidney  Breese  afterwards  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  English  navy,  but  his  heart  was  not  in  the  service,  and 
consequently,  about  1753,  he  emigrated  to  America,  and  in  the  following 
year  married  Elizabeth  Pinkerman  of  New  York  State. 
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The  only  child  of  Siduey  aud  Elizabeth  Breese  to  i-each  maturity  was 
Col.  Samuel  Breese,  mentioned  below.  In  New  York  City  Sidney  Breese 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  and  was  eminently  successful.  He 
died  in  1767,  and  is  buried  in  old  Trinity  Churchyard.  Ilis  reputation 
for  eccentricity  probably  finds  its  chief  foundation  in  the  inscription 
on  his  tombstone,  which  is  as  follows: 

Siduey  15reese 

June  9—1767 

Made  by  himself 

Ha!  Sidney,  Sidney, 

lyest  thou  here? 

I  here  lie 

Till  time  has  flown 

To  its  eternity. 

Siduey  Breese  invested  in  tracts  of  land  in  Herkimer  County,  New 
York,  and  also  in  New  Jersey.  His  son  Samuel  finally  settled  on  the 
latter,  naming  the  place  Shrewsbury  for  his  father's  old  home  in 
England.  In  the  summer  of  1778  and  during  1779,  when  New  Jersey 
ground  was  the  field  of  battle,  the  residents  of  that  colony  suffered  gi-eat 
financial  loss,  and  one  of  these  patriots  was  Samuel  Breese  of  Shrews- 
bury. When  the  battle  of  Monmouth  was  fought — that  battle  which  in 
anticipation  was  to  be  such  a  glorious  victory  and  which  by  the  treachery 
of  Lee  came  near  being  a  dismal  failure — -the  home  of  Colonel  Breese 
lay  between  the  two  armies,  and  his  losses  were  unusually  heavy.  He 
had  early  been  very  active  in  the  cause  of  the  colonies  and  on  May  27, 
1775,  was  chosen  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  observation,  and  also 
a  member  of  a  sub-committee  to  instruct  deputies  attending  the  State 
Congress  at  Trenton.  He  was  colonel  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Mon- 
mouth County  Militia.  In  1776  he  resigned  his  commission,  it  is  said, 
because  of  the  backwardness  of  the  people  in  espousing  the  cause. 

Samuel  Breese  married  for  his  first  wife  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Pinley,  D.  D.,  president  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  as 
Princeton  University  was  then  called.  One  daughter,  Elizabeth  Ann, 
was  born  to  this  union,  the  wife  dying  soon  after  at  the  early  age  of 
eighteen.  This  daughter  married  Jedidiah  Morse,  the  author  of  the 
early  school  geography,  and  was  the  mother  of  Samuel  Pinley  Breese 
Morse,  the  inventor  of  practicable  telegraphy.  In  the  ' '  Belknap  Papers ' ' 
there  is  an  interesting  correspondence  between  Samuel  Belknap, 
Ebenezer  Hazard  and  Samuel  Breese  concerning  the  birth  of  this  first 
grandchild  of  the  latter. 

Samuel  Breese  married  for  his  second  wife  Elizabeth  Anderson, 
whose  parents  both  died  when  she  was  Jaut  a  baby.  She  was  the  grand- 
daughter of  Rev.  James  Anderson,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman  who  came 
from  Scotland  to  Virginia  in  1709  and  w-as  the  fii-st  minister  in  the 
Presbytery  of  Newcastle.  She  was,  howevei',  brought  up  in  the  family 
of  her  great-En'andr,ntlior,  Peter  Chevalier,  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  re- 
corded of  hc7'  tliiil  sill'  w;is  a  woman  of  great  excellence.  Col.  Samuel 
Breese  died  at  Slucwslimy  in  1800  and  his  burial  place  is  well  marked, 
having  been  kept  in  good  repair  by  his  descendants.  As  will  be  shown. 
Col.  Samuel  Breese  was  one  of  the  great-grandfathei-s  of  James  G. 
Snowden. 

Some  twenty  or  thirty  years  before  the  ship  Welcome  brought  William 
Penn  to  the  shores  of  America,  there  had  sailed  up  the  Delaware 
another  party  of  Englishmen,  who  settled  among  the  Swedes  at  or 
near   wlial    was  later  known   as   Old    Chester.     Among  tliese   was   one 
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Jolm  Snowdeu,  who  had  been  thrown  in  prison  for  preaching  the 
Quaker  faith  at  Knaresborough,  Yorkshire,  England.  Upon  his  release, 
with  a  brother  and  sister,  he  emigrated  to  the  land  of  religious  liberty. 
Here  he  became  a  man  of  much  j^rominenee,  owning  large  tracts  of 
land  on  both  sides  of  the  Delaware.  He  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
West  Jersey,  and  as  such  signed  the  concessions  in  1677.  He  was  asso- 
ciate judge  of  Bucks  County  in  1704  and  in  1712  represented  Bucks 
County  in  the  Provincial  Assembly.  He  moved  to  Philadelphia  in  1720 
and  died  there  in  1736,  at  the  ripe  age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years. 

John  Snowden,  the  second,  lived  in  Philadelphia  many  years  before 
his  father  moved  there.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  ■  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  that  city,  and  was  the  first  regularly  ordained 
elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  America,  being  oi-dained  in  1704. 
He  lived  on  Second  Street,  below  Walnut,  his  property  extending  from 
Second  Street  to  Dock  Creek.  It  remained  in  the  family  for  three 
generations,  covering  a  period  of  125  years. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Randolph  Snowden,  who  was  born  in  this  house  in 
1770,  has  left  in  his  diary  an  interesting  description  of  this  old  place 
that  sounds  very  strange  in  these  days.  He  wrote  of  "The  beautiful 
stream  that  flowed  behind  his  father's  garden,  with  grand  old  trees 
on  both  .sides,"  and  recalled  with  fond  memories  his  boyliood  days, 
when  he  and  his  brothers  "went  fisliing  in  Dock  Creek  and  gathered 
quantities  of  fine  blackberries  that  grew  beside  the  stream."  The  old 
number  of  this  house  was  No.  141  South  Second  Street. 

The  second  wife  of  John  Snowden  and  the  mother  of  his  children 
was  Ruth,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Fitz-Randolph  of  the  family  that 
had  been  very  prominent  in  New  England  and  New  Jersey  in  the  colonial 
days.  Her  brother  was  Nathaniel  Pitz-Randolph,  a  Revolutionary  cap- 
tain of  Princeton,  who  gave  the  land  to  the  trustees  of  Princeton  College 
on  which  Nassau  Hall  now  stands.  The  Pitz-Randolphs,  as  the  name 
indicates,  were  of  Norman  descent.  Their  ancestor  went  to  England 
with  William  the  Conqueror,  and  was  a  lineal  deseendent  of  the  Dukes 
of  Brittany. 

Isaac  Snowden,  son  of  John,  was  quartermaster  of  the  Fourth  Bat- 
talion of  the  Philadelphia  Associators  under  Col.  Thomas  McKeen,  in 
active  service  from  1775  to  1777.  He,  with  his  brother  Jedidiah,  was  a 
commissioner  under  the  act  of  Congress  to  sign  continental  currency  from 
1777  to  1779.  There  are  several  of  these  continental  notes  in  existence 
bearing  his  signature — one  in  Independente  Hall,  four  at  the  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania's  Rooms,  one  in  Ilarvai'd  Library,  of  which 
John  Piske  gives  a  facsimile  in  his  ' '  History  of  the  United  States. ' ' 

The  Snowdens  were  numerous  in  the  American  army,  and  as  far  as 
can  be  learned  were  all  American  patriots.  Isaac  was  so  ardent  a 
patriot  that  during  the  British  occupation  of  Philadelphia  he  and  his 
family  were  obliged  to  flee  for  safety  to  the  summer  home  in  Princeton. 

Isaac  Snowden  was  a  man  of  ability  and  filled  many  offices  of  trust. 
He  was  treasurer  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  from  1780 
to  1782 ;  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  state  in  Schuylkill ;  charter 
member  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church ;  first  treasurer  of  the  First 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presl).vterian  Church  in  the  United  States; 
trustee  and  treasurer  of  Princeton  College,  during  which  time  he,  with 
Mr.  Bayard,  advanced  the  money  for  Dr.  John  Witherspoon 's  trip  to 
Europe  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  Five  of  Isaac 
Snowden 's  sons  were  graduates  of  Princeton,  three  of  them  becoming 
distinguished  Presbyterian  clergymen. 

It  was  Rev.  Samuel  Pinley,  the  third  son  of  Isaac  Snowden,  who 
married   Susan  Bavard,   daughter  of  Col.   Samuel  Breese,   and   from 
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this  union  one  of  the  children  was  Ebenezer  H.  Snowden,  father  of 
James   (i.    Snowden   of  Margaretta   Township. 

James  G.  Snowden  was  born  in  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania,  April 
29,  1839,  a  son  of  Ebenezer  H.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Smith)  Snowden,  his 
father  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  his  mother  of  Florida.  Mr.  Snowden 
was  reared  in  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  when  about  nineteen 
years  of  age,  in  1858,  arrived  in  Erie  County,  Ohio.  For  a  time  he 
rented  land  near  Castalia,  and  then  went  South  and  was  at  j\Iemphis  and 
in  that  vicinity  when  the  war  broke  out.  Returning  to  Erie  County,  he 
remained  here  until  his  enlistment  in  May,  186-i,  in  Company  I  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  With  his  regi- 
ment he  was  assigned  to  guard  duty  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac.  He  was  in  the  service  ninety  days, 
and  was  given  his  honorable  discharge  in  September,  1864.  Prior  to 
the  war,  in  1861,  Mr.  Snowden  located  on  the  land  included  in  his 
present  farm  in  JMargaretta  Township,  a  short  distance  south  of  the 
Village  of  Castalia.  There  he  has  a  fine  farm,  largely  developed  by  his 
labor  and  under  his  direction,  comprising  220  acres,  which  he  has 
employed  for  the  raising  of  the  staple  crops  and  has  been  particularly 
successful  as  a  sheep  raiser,  keeping  tine  grades  of  the  Merino  sheep. 

Mr.  Snowden  married  for  his  first  wife  Mrs.  Rilda  M.  Bardshar,  a 
sister  of  Jay  C.  Smith  of  Castalia.  By  this  union  there  are  three  children, 
Margaret  G.,  widow  of  William  Harmon,  late  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  Mi-s. 
Harmon  is  now  living  at  home  with  her  father ;  Samuel  H.,  whose  home 
is  in  ]\Iargaretta  Township;  and  Ethel  S.,  wife  of  George  C.  Jackson  of 
Akron,  Ohio.  Mr.  Snowden  married  for  his  present  wife  Mrs.  Ann  S. 
Graves.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Salmon  and  Lucy  A.  (Bard well)  Graves, 
both  of  whom  were  born  at  Hatfield,  Massachusetts,  and  became  early 
settlers  of  Margaretta  Township,  locating  in  this  part  of  Erie  County 
about  1834. 

Mr.  Snowden  has  had  an  active  and  busy  career,  and  has  done  his 
part  as  a  citizen.  He  is  a  republican  in  politics,  has  served  as  trustee 
of  Margaretta  Township  and  has  always  been  willing  to  put  himself  in 
the  van  of  progressive  movements  in  that  locality.  He  is  an  adherent 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  keeps  up  his  a.ssociations  with  old  army 
comrades  in  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Castalia.  His  daughter,  IMrs. 
Margaret  Harmon,  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

John  H.  Neuscheler.  The  true  glory  of  a  state  lies  in  the  character 
of  the  men  and  women  who  foi-m  the  mass  of  its  population — its  bankers, 
merchants,  farmers  and  tradesmen,  its  doctors,  lawyers  and  preachers; 
in  a  word,  its  workers  of  every  kind ;  these,  indeed,  form  the  state,  as 
they  are  to  some  extent  formed  by  it,  their  lives  and  achievements  being 
the  result  of  opportunity  multiplied  by  energy  and  intelligence.  What 
is  tiu''  i>r  ;i  stale  in  the  general  sense  of  the  term  is  true  also  of  each 
of  ils  niMi|Miii(iil  parts.  Among  the  various  counties  of  Ohio,  that  of 
JM-ic  possisscs  its  full  share  of  earnest,  enterprising  and  reliable  citizens 
in  various  walks  of  life,  who,  whether  of  native  or  foreign  birth  or 
anicccdetits,  are  imbued  with  true  Americanism  and  are  thoroughly 
representative  of  the  institutions  and  spirit  of  this  country.  Such  a 
one  may  be  found  in  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  John  IT.  Neuscheler, 
pioprietov  of  the  grain  elevator  at  Venice,  Margaretta  Township.  I\Ir. 
Neuscheler  is  a  native  American,  having  been  born  at  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
September  12,  1859.  His  parents,  Gottlieb  and  Mary  A.  Neuscheler, 
were  born  in  Germany,  and,  after  coming  to  this  country,  resided  in 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  for  a  number  of  years,  but  in  1860,  when  their  son  John 
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was  an  infant,  they  settled  on  a  farm  in  Margaretta  Township,  wheTe 
they  passed  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

John  H.  Neuscheler  was  reared  on  his  parents'  farm,  in  his  boyhood 
attending  the  township  schools.  Brought  up  to  an  agricultural  life,  he 
engaged  in  it  later  for  himself  and  now  owns  a  small  farm  of  something 
over  thirteen  acres,  which,  however,  he  has  not  personally  operated  since 
1890.  In  1889  he  engaged  in  the  agricultui-al  im]ili'iii('iil  Imsiness  at 
Venice,  conducting  it  until  1902,  at  which  time  he  wild  mit  In  Henry  M. 
Brown,  its  present  owner.  Subsequently  for  about  four  yrars  he  was 
a  traveling  salesman  for  what  is  now  known  as  the  International  Hai-- 
vester  Company,  selling  their  goods  mainly  in  Ohio  territory.  In  1909 
he  engaged  in  his  present  business  as  dealer  in  hard  and  soft  coal,  grain 
and  seeds,  hay,  flour,  mill  feed  and  salt,  at  the  same  time  building  his 
elevator,  which  is  a  good  substantial  structure.  By  close  attention  to 
business,  united  with  strict  integrity,  he  has  built  up  a  good  trade  and  is 
enjoying  a  comfortable  prosperity,  which  is  the  more  gratifying  as 
being  solely  due  to  his  own  efforts.  As  a  citizen  he  is  public  spirited, 
taking  a  lively  interest  in  whatever  concerns  the  good  of  his  township  or 
county.  He  served  creditably  for  three  years  as  township  assessor  and 
is  a  strong  friend  of  the  public  schools  and  the  cause  of  education  in 
general.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  while  his  religious  afSliations 
are  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

]\Ir.  Neuscheler  is  a  family  man,  his  wife  in  maidenhood  having  been 
Catherine  E.  Moore,  of  Venice,  this  county,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Moore, 
now  deceased.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neuscheler  is  brightened  by 
the  presence  of  five  children — M.  Jane,  Agnes,  Zella,  Carrol  and  Isabel. 

SiL.4s  German.  Groton  Township  has  had  no  moi'e  representative 
and  useful  citizen  during  the  past  half  century  than  Silas  German. 
While  not  among  the  earliest  pioneers,  he  has  performed  a  work  of 
improvement  which  will  long  be  in  evidence  in  one  of  the  beautiful  farms 
of  Groton  Township.  His  career  includes  service  as^  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  and  every  responsibility  and  duty  has  been  creditably  met 
and  discharged  by  this  venerable  citizen. 

Now  past  the  age  of  fourscore,  Silas  German  was  born  in  Steuben 
County,  New  York,  May  28,  1834,  a  son  of  Andrew  T.  and  Hannah 
(Force)  German.  His  father  was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  New 
York,  and  his  mother  was  also  a  native  of  New  York  State.  Andrew  T. 
German  was  a  sou  of  Henry  German,  also  a  native  of  Dutchess  County, 
New  York,  while  Henry's  father  is  said  to  have  come  from  Germany  and 
settled  in  Dutchess  County  about  the  year  1770,  several  years  before 
the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Andrew  T.  German  spent  most 
of  his  life  in  Steuben  County,  New  York,  and  died  there  when  his  son 
Silas  was  ten  years  of  age. 

Steuben  County  was  the  home  of  Silas  German  during  the  first 
twenty  years  of  his  life.  He  gained  his  early  education  in  the  schools 
at  Tyrone  in  that  covmty,  lived  at  home  and  helped  his  mother  in  the 
management  of  the  home  farm,  and  then  starting  out  on  his  independent 
career  soon  arrived  in  Erie  County,  where  for  several  years  he  lived  in 
the  vicinity  of  Castalia.  He  later  moved  into  Groton  Township,  and  in 
1884  settled  on  the  farm  which  has  been  under  his  management  and  ir 
his  possession  for  more  than  thirty  years.  This  is  a  farm  which  at  once 
attracts  attention  from  passers  by,  comprising  an  acreage  of  116,  with 
evidences  of  good  management  on  every  hand.  Mr.  German  some  year.s 
ago  built  one  of  the  modern  country  homes  on  his  farm,  and  has  shown  a 
great  deal  of  thrift  and  enterprise  in  all  his  undertakings. 

In  1858  he  married  Louisa  L.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Groton  Town- 
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ship,  and  who  became  the  mother  of  three  children:  James,  now  de- 
ceased; Scott,  who  lives  in  Gz-oton  Township  and  is  now  serving  as 
justice  of  the  peace;  and  Ada  L.,  wife  of  Robert  Waldon  of  Kenosha, 
Wisconsin.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Silas  German  married 
Maria  Brooks,  who  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  and  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1912.  She  became  the  mother  of  six  children.  The  three  now 
deceased  were  named  Grant,  Erva  and  Mary.  Those  living  are:  Jay, 
of  Groton  Township;  Nettie,  wife  of  A.  J.  Clemmons  of  Birmingham, 
Ohio;  and  Bert,  of  Groton  Township. 

While  making  a  success  of  his  own  business  affairs  Mr.  German  has 
not  been  inattentive  to  the  calls  of  public  duty.  In  the  early  days  he 
served  a  year,  in  1859,  as  assessor  of  Groton  Township.  He  has  always 
been  au  active  and  an  ardent  supi^orter  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
township,  and  often  served  on  the  school  board  or  in  any  capacity  neces- 
sary for  the  advancement  of  education.  He  has  usually  been  an  inde- 
pendent in  pdlitics,  vdting  for  the  man  best  fitted  for  the  office  rather 
than  for  the  pnriy  riiiidulate.  His  service  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war 
was  in  the  One  li undrcd  and  Forty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
for  about  four  months  he  was  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  "Washington 
on  guard  duty,  chiefly  at  Arlington  Heights,  and  spent  much  of  his 
time  on  the  old  estate  of  Robert  E.  Lee.  He  also  went  to  Cincinnati  in 
1862  as  one  of  the  Squirrel  Hunters.  After  this  service  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge,  and  has  since  kept  up  his  associations  with  old 
army  comrades  by  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Castalia. 

Lee  S.  "Weed.  A  representative  of  one  of  the  sterling  pioneer 
families  of  Erie  Count.v,  Mr.  Weed  has  lived  here  all  his  life  and  has 
witnessed  the  wonderful  transformations  in  every  department  of  human 
endeavor  during  the  last  century.  He  has  been  one  of  the  prominent 
agriculturists  and  influential  citizens  of  Perkins  Township  for  many 
years,  giving  earnest  support  to  those  agencies  that  make  for  the  general 
good  of  the  community. 

Born  in  Saiidnsky,  June  1,  1849,  Lee  S.  Weed  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Saiifcud  i  Weed,  both  of  whom  wei-e  born  in  Connecticut  and 
belonged  to  i-nldnial  lainilies  of  New  England.  In  the  late  '30s  William 
Weed  came  wilh  his  family  to  Erie  County,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
lived  at  Sandusky,  w  liich  was  then  a  small  village.  He  was  there  during 
the  memoraiili'  r|i,i|,ia  rpidemic,  a  full  account  of  which  will  be.  found 
on  the  pages  of  lii.slor\-  iu  this  publication,  and  his  own  service  during 
that  scourge  was  in  manufacturing  coffins  for  the  dead,  besides  minister- 
ing as  fully  as  he  could  to  those  afflicted  with  disease  and  suffering. 
He  removed  with  his  family  to  a  farm  in  Perkins  Township  about  1854, 
and  did  a  great  deal  to  improve  his  laud  in  the  course  of  years.  A  man 
of  strong  character,  of  great  industry  and  sterling  integrity  in  all  the 
relations  of  life,  he  commanded  popular  esteem  and  kept  an  influential 
place  in  local  affairs.  He  was  a  republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
both  active  in  church  work.  He  died  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago 
and  his  wife  passed  away  a  few  years  later.  There  were  nine  children 
born  to  them,  three  of  whom  are  still  living  and  are  as  follows:  Georgi- 
ana,  widow  of  Lafayette  Baird,  and  residing  at  Corona,  California; 
Hiram  J.,  a  resident  of  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa,  and  Lee  S.,  of  Perkins. 

Lee  S.  Weed  was  reared  to  maturity  in  the  township  that  has  been 
his  place  of  residence  during  all  his  life,  and  since  reaching  manhood 
has  gained  a  sulistantial  place  as  a  successful  agriculturist  and  repre- 
sentative citizen.  In  addition  to  his  advantages  in  the  common  schools 
of  Perkins  Township  he  completed  a  course  in  the  Buckeye  Business 
College  at  Sandusky.     Mr.  Weed  in  jjolitics  is  a  republican,  but  he  has 
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never  been  ambitious  for  public  office.     He  gave  some  effective  service 
while  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Perkins  Township. 

He  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Milner)  Denman,  widow  of  John  Denman, 
and  daughter  of  Thomas  Milner,  who  was  a  native  of  England  and  for 
many  years  prior  to  his  death  a  substantial  citizen  of  Perkins  Township. 
Mrs.  Weed  died  in  1910.     There  are  no  children. 

Ben.jamin  p.  Reighley.  Berlin  Township  lost  one  of  its  most  sub- 
.stautial  citizens  in  the  death  of  Benjamin  F.  Reighley  at  his  home  near 
Berlin  Heights  on  September  29,  1909.  While  the  community  felt  that 
his  taking  away  was  premature,  he  had  already  accomplished  a.  great 
deal,  and  left  his  widow  and  family  well  provided  both  in  this  world's 
goods  and  in  the  public  esteem  which  his  character  and  activities  had 
won. 

Sixty  years  of  age  when  he  died,  Benjamin  F.  Reighley  w^as  born  at 
Doylestown  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  March  31,  1849.  His  father,  John  G. 
Reighley,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  March  23,  1812,  and  early  in  life 
acquired  the  trade  of  cabinet  maker  and  carpenter.  His  father,  George 
Reighley,  made  a  record  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  spent  his 
last  years  in  Ohio,  passing  away  in  Erie  County.  The  family  is  of  Ger- 
man ancestry.  John  George  Reighley  was  brought  to  Erie  County  when 
young,  and  was  married  in  Medina  County  to  Rachel  Greenhoe,  who  was 
horn  in  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Adelia  Greenhoe,  who  were 
probably  born  in  Germany  about  1800  and  came  to  the  United  States 
with  their  parents.  Though  tlie  members  of  this  family  subsequently 
became  prosperous,  they  were  poor  when  they  emigrated  and  had  to  spend 
some  months  after  their  ai'rival  in  this  country  in  working  out  as  inden- 
tured servants  to  pay  for  the  passage  across  the  ocean.  Michael  Green- 
hoe and  his  wife  died  when  quite  well  advanced  in  years  in  Medina 
County,  Ohio.  John  G.  Reighley  for  a  number  of  years  followed  his 
trade  at  Doylestown  and  lived  there  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  forty- 
four.  He  left  a  widow  and  five  children.  Two  ehildi'en,  George  W.  and 
Anna,  had  died  in  infancy,  and  the  five  that  survived  him  were :  Mary, 
Sarah,  Peter,  Amanda  and  Benjamin  F.  Of  these  Peter  and  Amanda  are 
still  living  in  Erie  County,  and  the  daughter  Mary  is  also  living.  The 
widow  of  John  G.  Reighley  married  for  her  second  husband  John  Young, 
and  by  this  union  there  was  one  son,  Charles,  who  died  after  his  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Young  had  eleven  children  by  his  first  wife.  John  Young 
died  in  Lorain  County  and  his  second  wii'e  in  Erie  County.  They  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Benjamin  F.  Reighley  was  reared  and  educated  in  Erie  County,  his 
parents  having  settled  there  when  he  was  a  child.  Growing  up  he 
adopted  the  career  of  farmer,  and  made  that  the  basis  for  a  considerable 
prosperity.  In  1900  he  bought  126  acres  in  Berlin  Township  along  the 
State  Road  not  far  from  Berlin  Heights.  Took  possession  of  this  place 
in  the  following  year,  and  it  was  the  scene  of  his  successful  endeavors 
until  his  death.  Mr.  Reighley  was  a  man  of  fine  character,  quite  active 
in  democratic  circles,  and  left  to  his  descendants  an  untarnished  reputa- 
tion. 

On  December  23,  1869,  in  Erie  County  he  married  Miss  Alice  M. 
Minkler.  She  was  born  on  the  old  Harlow  Case  farm  not  far  from  where 
she  now  lives  on  March  8,  1850.  Her  education  was  quite  thorougli. 
and  at  one  time  she  had  the  advantages  of  instruction  from  Job  Fish, 
in  his  time  one  of  the  best  known  teachers  in  Brie  County.  Prior  to 
lier  marriage  she  was  herself  a  teacher,  and  since  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band has  been  a  capable  director  of  his  estate,  and  now  shares  with  her 
son  Orlando  P.  in  the  management  of  the  farm  and  its  ownership.     The 
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home  comprises  a  large  and  well  furnished  twelve-room  house,  and  sur- 
rounding it  is  a  group  of  farm  buildings,  one  barn  standing  on  a  founda- 
tion 38x44  feet,  the  horse  barn  being  24x24,  the  sheep  barn  2Ux50  feet, 
and  all  ax-e  substantial  structures  and  indicate  the  excellent  management 
which  prevails  over  the  entire  place.  One  feature  of  the  farm  is  an 
orchard  of  5U0  peach  trees,  while  the  fields  grow  large  crops  of  wheat, 
corn,  oats  and  potatoes,  and  a  large  number  of  high  grade  stock  are  the 
direct  source  of  the  income. 

j\Iis.  Ri'ip;li|py  is  a  daughter  of  Alvin  and  Nancy  (Driver)  Minkler. 
Her  r^ilhci-  wns  horn  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  December  10,  1824,  and 
her  iiiiilliii-  was  liiirn  January  30,  1830,  in  Maryland,  and  came  with  her 
parents,  Wesky  and  Ruth  (Barnes)  Driver,  to  Ei'ie  County  in  1835. 
The  members  of  the  Driver  family  were  farmers,  spent  the  rest  of  their 
lives  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  were  membei's  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Alvin  Minkler  was  also  a  farmer  and  died  in  Vermilion  Township  May  15, 
1904.  His  parents  were  John  and  Asenath  (Call)  Minkler,  who  were 
born  in  Grand  Isle,  Vermont,  and  coming  to  Ohio  settled  in  Geauga 
County  and  later  in  Erie  County.  They  died  in  Vermilion  Township, 
Mr.  Minkler  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  and  his  wife  at  eighty.  He  was  a 
whig  in  polities,  and  the  family  were  Methodists.  Mrs.  Reighley  was  the 
oldest  of  five  children.  Her  brother  Orlando  is  a  prosperous  farmer  in 
Lorain  County,  and  has  two  sons,  Earl  and  Cliiford,  and  a  daughter, 
Luverue.  The  sister  Mina,  who  died  in  1912,  was  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Lippus,  who  is  a  farmer  at  Berlin  Heights,  and  has  two  children,  Win- 
field  and  Alvin.  Mrs.  Reighley 's  sister  Dora  is  the  widow  of  M.  E.  Buck- 
ley, and  she  lives  at  Brownhelm  in  Lorain  County,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Eleanor,  Carmen  and  Nellie.  Her  brother  Elmer  is  a  farmer  in 
Lorain  County,  and  has  five  children — Lee,  Hazel,  Ruth,  Clyde  and 
Laura. 

Mrs.  Reighley 's  oldest  child  is  Alice  M.,  who  received  liberal  advan- 
tages and  for  the  past  twenty  years  has  been  one  of  the  successful  teach- 
ers in  Erie  County  and  still  pursues  that  vocation,  making  her  home 
with  her  mother.  Leona  Ann  is  now  the  wife  of  William  Coultrip,  Jr., 
a  farmer  in  Lorain  County,  and  their  children  are  named  Merle  May 
and  Myron  Paul.  The  son  Orlando  Peter,  who  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lie  schools  and  finished  at  the  Northern  Ohio  University  at  Ada,  spent 
several  years  in  teaching,  hut  has  .since  developed  into  a  capable  farmer, 
owning  part  of  the  old  homestead  and  managing  the  cultivation  of  all 
the  land  left  by  his  father.  Orlando  P.  Reighley  married  Helen  Champ- 
ney,  who  was  born  in  Vermilion  Township  and  educated  there.  Their 
one  child  is  John  Francis,  now  six  years  old.  Mrs.  Reighley  was  reared 
in  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  her  husband  was  a  democrat  in 
national  politics. 

David  J.  Stephens.  On  the  east  side  of  Herlin  Townsliip  is  located 
"The  Rock  Hill  Valley  Farm,"  an  estate  that  for  a  great  many  years 
has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Thorp  family  and  is  now  owned  by 
David  J.  Stephens.  Both  the  Stephens  and  Thorp  names  and  relation- 
ships have  been  identified  with  Erie  County  a  great  many  years,  and 
there  are  a  number  of  facts  which  could  be  noted  in  the  career  of  David 
J.  Stephens  and  of  his  connections. 

He  was  horn  in  Huron  Township,  July  14,  1851,  a  son  of  William  H. 
and  Mary  (Ilavelick)  Stephens.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  of  a  mingling  of  English  and  French  stock.  His  father  was 
born  in  1805,  and  after  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  the  late  '20s  or 
early  '30s,  they  moved  out  to  Eric  County  and  made  settlement  on  a 
hazel  brush  farm  not  far  from  Bogarts  and  Rays  Corners  in  the  western 
part  of  Huron  Townshi[).     As  a  farmer  William  Stephens  was  a  man  of 
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industry  aud  enterprise  and  did  a  great  deal  toward  the  improvement  of 
liis  land  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in  i\iay,  IbbU.  His  activities 
were  not  couhued  to  the  simple  routine  of  farming.  He  was  also  a  hard 
working  churchman  and  a  liaptist  preacher,  and  also  served  as  a  captain 
of  home  guards  under  General  Lindsley.  Beiore  his  death  the  conilict 
between  tlie  North  and  the  South  had  been  foreseen  and  he  was  prepared 
to  serve  his  country,  but  died  before  the  issues  were  joined  in  arms.  One 
of  his  cousins  was  the  noted  Alexander  H.  Stephens  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy.  His  widow  afterwards  married  Thomas  Feagles,  who  died 
in  ItiTS,  and  for  her  third  husband  married  Emory  Cosier.  She  survived 
all  these  husbands,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  David  J.,  in  IDOi, 
being  without  children  by  her  last  two  marriages.  William  H.  and  Alary 
Stephens  had  the  following  children:  Washington  H.  enlisted  at  the 
first  call  for  ninety  days  troops  in  the  Civil  war,  went  to  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  and  while  in  service  there  was  ai^poiuted  to  a 
position  in  the  United  States  treasury  department,  and  continued  to  be 
identified  with  that  department  of  the  United  States  Governmeut  for 
more  than  forty  years,  aud  died  in  the  harness  in  1905.  Elizabeth,  the 
second  child,  died  in  Indiana  in  1905  when  quite  an  old  woman,  and  left 
several  children.  William  and  Susan,  the  next  born,  were  twins,  and 
Susan  now  lives  at  the  home  of  a  daughter  in  Cleveland,  while  William 
received  a  broken  neck  and  died  while  attempting  to  stop  a  runaway 
team.  Isaiah  is  now  deceased,  and  further  mention  of  his  career  will 
be  found  in  a  sketch  of  his  son,  Edward  S.  Stephens.  Jeft'erson  P.  went 
through  the  Civil  war  as  a  soldier,  later  became  a  locomotive  engineer 
with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  and  was  widely  known  among  his  railroad 
friends  as  "'old  Jeff,"  and  died  with  his  hand  on  the  throttle  of  his 
engine  near  Monroeville  in  Erie  County;  he  was  married  and  left  a 
family.  Mary  first  married  Jesse  Green,  who  died  in  Perkins  Township, 
and  her  present  husband  is  Darius  Plum,  also  of  Perkins  Township.  The 
next  in  the  family  is  David  J.,  while  the  youngest,  Andrew,  died  when 
two  years  of  age. 

From  the  age  of  eleven  David  J.  Stephens  was  reared  in  Berlin 
Township,  and  finished  his  education  in  the  Milan  High  School.  He  has 
been  unusually  successful  in  business  affairs  and  as  a  progressive  farmer, 
and  for  many  years  has  owned  140  acres  of  first  class  land  with  the  best 
of  improvements.  He  has  instituted  a  system  of  tile  drainage,  connected 
up  with  the  county  ditch,  and  has  his  farm  well  stocked  and  in  the 
best  of  condition  for  productive  agriculture.  The  specially  noteworthy 
feature  of.  the  Rock  Hill  Valley  Farm  is  twenty  acres  of  undeveloped 
quarry.  It  is  a  fine  stone  and  tests  which  have  been  made  show  that 
for  fifty-five  feet  depth  the  stone  is  Mdthout  a  seam.  The  farm  is  also 
served  by  a  fine  spring  of  unfailing  water  situated  close  to  the  house 
and  barns,  and  from  this  spring  water  is  secured  to  supplj'  not  only  the 
live  stock  but  also  the  home  from  cellar  to  garret. 

Mr.  Stephens  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to  Miss  Phoebe  Thorp. 
She  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Berlin  Township,  close  to  where 
she  now  lives.  Her  grandfather,  Nathaniel  Thorp,  came  from  Con- 
necticut. He  was  a  very  poor  man  when  he  arrived  in  Erie  County, 
and  had  in  addition  to  his  clothes  only  a  bible,  two  shillings  and  a 
package  of  apple  seeds,  wbiih  be  later  planted  and  some  of  the  trees  that 
grew  from  these  seeds  av  si  ill  siaiiding.  He  started  work  among  the 
pioneers  and  eventually  atiiuiinl  I'l^O  acres  of  first  class  land,  and  lived 
to  see  il  iiii|ir(ived  into  a  fine  farm.  He  died  at  the  home  where  he  first 
eslalilishcd  himself  as  a  farmer,  and  was  eighty-two  years  of  uge.  He 
was  iiiariinl  in  lierlin  Township,  but  outlived  his  wife  many  years.  Mrs. 
Stephens  is  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Thorp,  who  spent  all  his  life  on  his 
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father's  old  homestead  in  Berlin  Township  and  was  past  sixty  when 
he  died.  Jeremiah  married  Dolly  Swan,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  came  to  Erie  County  when  a  child,  and  died  when  past  seventy 
years  of  age  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Jlrs.  Stephens.  Besides  Mrs. 
Stephens  Jeremiah  Thorp  and  wife  were  the  parents  of  Sarah,  who 
married  David  Hill  of  Amherst,  Ohio.  They  have  seven  children.  The 
Thorp  family  were  all  Baptists,  and  the  male  members  were  republicans 
in  politics. 

Concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephens  a  brief  record  is  as 
follows :  Mary  D.,  who  was  educated  in  the  Berlin  High  School,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Andrew  Schisler  of  Florence  Township,  who  is  a  practical 
farmer  there,  and  they  have  two  children  named  Andrew-  and  Cathei-ine. 
Jeremiah  N.,  the  second  child,  married  Grace  Corbin,  and  they  live  in 
Vermilion,  where  he  is  engineer  for  the  town  waterworks  system,  and 
have  one  son,  David  C.  William  H.,  who  gi-aduated  from  the  Berlin 
Heights  High  School  and  the  Oln  rlin  Itiisiness  College,  is  now  teller 
in  the  First  National  Bank  ot  ImiIih  ll.iuhts,  and  married  Iva  Glime. 
Lloyd  D.  completed  his  education  in  ilic  made  schools  and  is  now  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm. 

Jlr.  Stephens  is  a  republican,  and  is  master  of  Florence  Grange  No. 
1844,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  this 
grange  and  its  fii-st  master.  Through  his  individual  enterprise  and  his 
influential  leadership  he  has  been  an  active  factor  in  agi-ieultural 
development.     For  eight  years  he  was  conunander  of  the  local  camp  of 

the  ^l:ic.-nl s,  hut  is  miw  (Iriiiiltcd  fniiii  that  order,  and  is  also  afliliatr,! 

with  1lir  .Imii.ii'  Uidri-  (,r  liiiicl  Ahii'i-iraii  .Mechanics.  Mi-.  Sicplirns 
is  a  mail  nf  scholarly  tastes  ami  pursuits  and  has  given  much  tinii'  and 
investigation  to  genealogy.  His  jiriuripal  work  is  a  300  page  volume 
concerning  the  genealogy  of  the  Muslni-  family.  In  compiling  this  work 
he  spent  many  weeks  in  New  England,  sraiviung  the  musty  recoi'ds  of 
Boston  and  other  localities.  A  few  years  ago  he  also  made  a  two  months' 
trip  to  England  and  Euroj^e  and  went  across  on  the  Mauretania,  the 
sister  ship  to  the  Lusitania. 

Frederick  Hildebkandt.  Among  the  men  who  have  gained  success 
as  farmers  and  fruit  gi'owers  in  Berlin  Township  should  be  numbered 
Frederick  Hildebrandt,  who  came  to  America  from  German^'  more  than 
forty  years  ago,  for  several  years  earned  his  livelihood  as  a  common 
laborer  on  the  railroad,  and  from  the  surplus  of  his  earnings  invested  in 
small  tracts  of  land  in  Erie  County,  which  he  has  since  increased  both  in 
quantity  and  improvement  and  is  now  one  of  the  sukstantial  members 
of  the  community,  and  is  furnishing  good  service  to  the  township  as 
I'oad  trustee,  the  duties  of  which  position  recjuire  much  of  his  time. 

Born  in  Brandenburg,  Prussia,  February  13,  1842,  he  was  of  an  old 
line  family  of  that  kingdom,  a  son  of  John  and  Fredericka  (Hauck) 
Hildebrandt.  His  father  was  a  farm  laborer  and  died  in  Prus.sia  in 
middle  life.  He  and  his  family  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Ciuirch. 
Frederick  Hildebrandt  was  the  only  son  and  child  of  that  uinon.  The 
mother  married  again,  wedding  Ludwig  Budzin,  who  died  in  Ottawa 
County,  Ohio.  She  died  in  the  old  country  in  IS'iS.  The  son  of  the 
second  marriasre.  William,  is  also  in  the  United  States  and  is  a  bachelor 
rnrmcr,  making  his  liome  with  the  subject  of  this  review. 

l-'rrdirirk  Ilildibrandt  grew  up  in  his  native  country,  auil  I'roui 
early  years  was  trained  to  hard  labor  with  little  renuineration.  He  was 
mariied  in  his  native  state  to  Christiana  Schutt,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
same  seefion  as  her  husband,  born  there  in  1840  and  reared  and  educated 
in  the  same  locality.     After  one  ehild   liad   been  born  to  their  union, 
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Reca,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hildebrandt  left  Germany  in  1872  on  the  sailing  ship 
Gauc'h  from  Bremen,  and  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks  landed  in  Balti- 
more. When  the  vessel  was  one  week  out  Mr.  Hildebrandt  was  stricken 
with  the  smallpox,  suffered  much  from  the  disease  but  recovered,  and 
after  landing  in  Baltimore  spent  three  weeks  in  the  hospital  helping  to 
care  for  the  other  sufferers  from  that  disease.  He  later  came  on  west 
to  Ottawa  County,  Ohio,  and  there  found  employment  on  the  Lake  Shore 
Railway,  working  himself  up  from  the  position  of  a  common  laborer 
until  he  was  made  watchman  and  had  to  do  with  the  maintenance  of 
signals.  He  was  with  the  railroad  company  in  this  capacity  for  two 
years,  and  was  then  appointed  baggage  agent  at  Martin,  Ohio_,  for 
another  two  years.  In  the  meantime  he  had  invested  in  twenty  acres  of 
land  and  established  a  comfortable  home.  These  facts  are  substantial 
evidence  of  his  thrift  and  progressive  character.  He  had  to  earn  every 
dollar  that  went  to  the  support  of  his  family  and  to  the  slowly  growing 
surplus.  Later  he  became  foreman  of  a  section  gang  and  was  in  that 
work  with  the  railroad  until  1900.  In  that  year  Mr.  Hildebrandt  moved 
to  Berlin  Townsliip,  Erie  County,  and  bought  forty  acres  of  land  on 
the  Ridge  Road.  It  was  already  well  improved  and  in  1904  he  added 
ten  acres  more.  He  has  a  large  and  well  furnished  house,  a  substan- 
tial set  of  farm  buildings,  and  grows  several  varieties  of  fruit  and  has 
two  acres  of  vineyard. 

In  1875  he  lost  his  first  wife,  and  she  was  survived  by  two  children, 
Franz  and  Rica,  both  of  whom  are  now  married  and  have  families  of 
their  own.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Hildebrandt  married  Caroline 
Kratzer,  who  was  also  born  in  Germany,  February  16,  1851.  She  died 
April  7,  1910.  The  children  of  the  second  marriage  are  Lena,  John, 
Charles,  Ida,  Anna,  Arthur  and  Freda,  all  of  them  married  except 
the  last  three,  and  those  married  all  have  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilde- 
brandt are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  in  politics  he  is  a 
democrat. 

Samuel  Ayres.  The  Ayres  family  is  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
spected in  the  Village  of  Berlin  Heights,  where  Samuel  Ayres  has  spent 
many  years  and  in  all  the  varied  relations  of  life  has  given  a  good 
account  of  himself  and  has  practiced  and  accepted  such  opportunities 
as  came  to  him  for  sei'vice  to  the  community  and  his  neighbors. 

Born  in  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  April  17,  1849,  Samuel  Ayres 
comes  of  old  Quaker  stock.  His  parents  were  William  and  Sarah  Jane 
(Sherwood)  Ayres.  His  father  was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  New 
York,  July  4,  1825.  The  mother  was  born  in  Huddersfield,  England, 
March  14,  1821,  and  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
on  a  sailing  vessel  with  her  parents,  James  and  Mary  A.  Sherwood. 
The  Sherwoods  acquired  a  farm  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  six 
miles  west  of  the  Hudson  River,  and  there  James  and  his  wife  spent 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  and  she  when 
about  seventy-five.  They  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and 
of  substantial  English  stock.  William  Ayres  after  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Sherwood  lived  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  until  1858.  In 
the  meantime  their  children  were  all  born  there  and  were  partly  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  at  Poughkeepsie.  They  then  set  out  for  the  West 
and  arrived  at  Berlin  Heights,  Erie  County,  where  William  Ayres 
bought  a  farm  two  and  a  half  miles  west.  He  lived  there  with  his  family 
until  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  returned  to  the  Village 
of  Berlin  Heights  and  died  February  9,  1867.  His  widow  survived 
until  May  16,  1900.  William  Ayres,  though  a  birthright  Quaker,  after 
his  marriage  accepted  his  wife's  faith  and  they  both  attended  the  Epis- 
copal  services   conducted    at    Huron,    Ohio,    many   years   ago   by    Rev. 
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Samuel  Marks.  Of  the  children  born  to  William  Ayres  and  wife  brief 
mention  is  made  of  the  following:  Mary  is  the  widow  of  Samuel  Win- 
cenread,  lives  in  Berlin  Heights,  and  her  daughter  Alberta  is  the  wife 
of  M.  J.  Davis,  an  attorney  and  connected  with  the  city  government 
of  Detroit;  Samuel;  Fannie,  wife  of  William  Downing,  now  living  at 
Dowling  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York;  Emma  married  Charles 
McQuay,  and  she  died  while  on  a  visit  to  her  sister  in  Dowling,  New 
York,  in  1914,  while  he  died  in  1913,  and  they  left  one  son,  Charles  D. 
McQuay. 

When  the  Ayres  family  came  to  Erie  County  in  1858  Samuel  was 
about  nine  years  of  age.  His  education  had  been  begun  in  New  York 
^tate,  he  attended  local  schools  in  Erie  County,  and  afterwards  returned 
to  Poughkeepsie  and  took  a  course  in  telegraphy,  finishing  in  1875.  He 
soon  afterwards  became  connected  with  the  Michigan  Southern  Railway 
as  operator  at  Ceylon  Station,  biit  after  a  year  or  so  took  another  voca- 
tion, as  a  painter,  and  for  a  dozen  years  did  a  large  amount  of  work  in 
this  community  as  a  house  painter  and  decorator.  The  interests  by 
which  Mr.  Ayres  has  been  chiefly  identified  with  Berlin  Heights  are 
centered  in  what  is  known  as  the  Dr.  Benjamin  Hill  farm  of  ten  acres, 
located  in  the  heart  of  the  village.  Mr.  Ayres  bouglit  this  farm  many 
years  ago  and  has  lived  there  ever  since.  On  the  laud  was  a  fine  twelve- 
room  house,  and  Mr.  Ayres  has  taken  pride  in  keeping  up  the  appear- 
ance and  the  convenient  arrangement  of  this  attractive  residence.  He 
has  on  the  land  500  peach  trees  and  100  pear  trees,  and  formerly  was 
successfully  engaged  in  growing  small  fruits.  He  bought  this  farm  and 
has  lived  there  since  1887. 

On  October  24,  1879,  in  Berlin  Township  Mr.  Ayres  married  Miss 
Ida  J.  Crossman,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield  County,  Connecticut,  March 
2,  1858,  was  educated  partly  in  Connecticut  and  partly  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship. She  came  to  Erie  County  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Her  parents 
were  Nelson  and  Lois  J.  (Webb)  Crossman,  both  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, where  they  spent  all  their  lives.  Her  father  died  March  14,  1901. 
having  been  born  in  1827,  and  his  widow  is  still  living  in  Fairfield 
County,  Connecticut,  and  was  eighty-three  years  of  age  on  Christmas 
Day  of  1914.  Nelson  Crossman  was  a  Connecticut  farmer,  a  democrat 
in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  was  a  son  of  Nelson  and  Lovisa  Thorp  Crossman,  and  the 
latter,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Crossman 's  father,  married  Alfred  Taylor, 
and  they  came  to  Erie  County  and  located  in  Berlin  Township,  w^here 
they  lived  for  some  years.  Mr.  Taylor  died  when  past  eighty  years  of 
age,  and  his  widow  subsequently  came  to  Berlin  Heights  and  died  ther« 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  Both  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Mrs.  Ayres  was  one  of  three  children,  second  in  age.  Her  sister, 
Carrie  Lovisa,  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Bradley,  and  they  now  live  in 
Western  Connecticut  and  have  a  daughter  Edna,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Chester  Coley,  and  their  home  is  at  Chestnut  Hill,  Connecticut.  Lottie 
Webb  is  the  wife  of  David  Hurlbutt,  and  they  live  at  Cannon  Station 
in  Connecticut,  and  their  son  Nelson  is  married  and  lives  at  the  same 
place. 

On  Christmas  Day  of  1882  Leon  B.  Ayres  was  born  into  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Ayres.  He  was  educated  in  the  Berlin  Heights 
High  School,  completed  a  business  college  course  at  Oberlin,  and  later 
became  cashier  of  the  Berlin  Ileiglits  Banking  Company,  filling  thai 
place  with  much  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  employers  for 
ten  years.  Ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign  the  confining  duties  of 
banking,  and  he  went  to  Lansing,  Michigan,  and  has  since  made  himself 
a  factor   in   business   affairs  there   as  secretary   and   treasurer   of   the 
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Standard  Realty  Company.  Leon  Ayres  was  married  December  18, 
1909,  at  Ceylon  Station,  to  Bessie  Temple.  She  was  born  in  Indiana, 
but  grew  np  and  received  most  of  her  education  in  Berlin  Township. 
Her  father,  ]\Iurray  A.  Temple,  is  the  agent  of  the  Nickel  Plate  Railway 
at  Ceylon  Station,  and  for  many  years  has  been  in  the  employ  of  that 
railway.  Mr.  Leon  Ayres  and  wife  have  two  children :  Anna  Lois, 
born  November  18,  1911,  and  Robert,  born  July  28,  1913.  Mr.  Samuel 
Ayres  and  his  son  are  both  republicans  in  politics. 

John  G.  Gunzenhauser.  For  more  than  half  a  century  the  name 
of  the  Gunzenhauser  has  been  worthily  linked  Avith  the  civic  and  business 
activities  of  Erie  County,  and  it  has  at  all  times  stood  expnTient  of  ster- 
ling personal  character  and  of  steadfastness  and  n-li,iliility  in  :dl  of  the 
relations  of  life.  He  whose  name  introduces  this  i-hiii';hti  r  is  fully  up- 
holding the  prestige  of  the  name  which  he  bears  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  representative  business  men  and  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizens 
of  the  attractive  little  city  of  Huron,  which  has  been  his  home  from  the 
time  of  his  birth. 

Mr.  Gunzenhauser  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Magdalena  (Saurer)  Gun- 
zenhauser, both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemburg, 
Germany,  the  former  in  1836  and  the  latter  in  1843.  Mrs.  Gunzen- 
hauser was  a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Mary  Saurer,  and  was  a  child  at 
the  time  of  the  family  immigration  to  America,  the  voyage  having  been 
made  on  a  sailing  vessel  and  sixty-five  daj^s  having  been  consumed  in 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  the  delay  having  been  due  to  storms  and  other 
unpropitious  conditions.  Soon  after  arriving  in  the  United  States  the 
family  came  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  estalilislied  their  home  on  a  small 
farm  one  mile  east  of  Huron,  wliiih  |.];icc  w.is  1licn  a  small  village.  On 
this  homestead,  one-half  mile  dislnnt  IVmhi  iIh'  sliores  of  Lake  Erie,  the 
parents  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives,  'Sh-.  Saurer  having  attained  to 
the  venerable  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and  his  wife  having  been  sum- 
moned to  eternal  rest  when  she  was  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  Both 
were  highl.y  esteemed  citizen  of  the  county  for  many  years  and  both  were 
devout  communicants  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Jacob  Gunzenhauser  was  but  seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death,  but  his  mother  lived  to  attain  the  remarkable  age  of 
ninety  years,  she  having  been  a  woman  of  splendid  physical  constitu- 
tion and  having  continued  active  until  the  time  of  her  death,  it  being 
knowai  that  she  was  able  to  read  without  glasses  and  did  not  adopt  the 
same  until  after  she  had  become  an  octogenarian.  In  1853,  shortly  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  Jacob  Gunzenhauser  came  to  the  United  States 
in  company  with  his  maternal  uncle,  Jacob  Bauer,  several  weeks  having 
elapsed  before  the  sailing  vessel,  on  which  they  had  embarked  in  the 
City  of  Hamburg,  reached  port  in  New  York  City.  From  the  national 
metropolis  the  journey  was  continued  to  the  City  of  Syracuse,  New 
York,  and  there  young  Jacob  entered  the  service  of  the  owner  of  a  brew- 
ery. Though  a  mere  boy  he  was  of  the  sturdiest  physique  and  while  yet 
in  his  'teens  he  proved  his  capacity  to  do  the  arduous  work  of  a  man  of 
mature  age  and  developi'd  jiliysicil  pdwci's.  Prior  to  attaining  to  his 
legal  ma.jority  he  institiilid  liis  iiKlr^MiKlcnt  career  and  came  to  San- 
dusky, the  .iudieial  center  of  Erie  County,  where  he  entered  upon  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  butcher's  trade.  After  accjuiring  skill  in  his 
trade  he  removed  to  the  Village  of  Huron,  whei-e  he  found  employment 
in  the  pioneer  meat-packing  establishment  of  Wright  Brothers,  a  firm 
with  wliich  he  continued  to  be  associated  several  years.  In  the  meantime 
he  wedded  Miss  Magdalena  Saurer,  but  within  a  brief  period  after  he 
liad  tlms  become  a  benedict  he  subordinated  all  else  to  the  call  of  lo.yalty 
to  the  land  of  his  adoption  and  tendered  his  services  as  a  soldier  of  the 
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Union  in  the  Civil  wax-.  He  enlisted  in  a  regiment  that  was  recruited 
principally  in  Erie  County,  but  his  assignment  of  duty  was  not  at  the 
front  but  as  one  of  those  upon  whom  devolved  the  responsibility  of 
guarding  the  Confederate  prisoners  who  were  sent  to  the  Federal  prison 
on  Johnson's  Island,  in  Lake  Erie,  many  distinguished  Confederate 
officers  having  been  confined  in  this  famous  prison.  Mr.  Gunzenhauser 
continued  iu  the  Union  service  three  years,  and  made  a  record  for  faith- 
ful and  effective  service,  one  that  reflects  as  great  honor  upon  his  name 
as  would  have  been  the  case  had  he  been  called  to  the  stage  of  active 
warfare.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  the  close  of  the  war 
and  then  returned  to  Huron,  where  he  shortly  afterward  established  a 
meat  market,  on  lower  ilain  Street.  Through  effective  service  and  hon- 
'orable  methods  he  developed  a  substantial  and  profitable  business,  and 
with  the  passing  years  he  made  two  removals  of  his  market,  his  final  loca- 
tion having  been  on  the  site  of  the  present  Huron  station  of  the  electric 
interurban  line.  He  continued  as  one  of  the  industrious,  successful 
and  highly  honored  business  men  of  Huron  for  many  years  and  after 
gaining  a  competency  he  sold  his  well  equipped  market,  the  remainder 
of  his  life  having  been  passed  in  peace  and  prosperity  and  in  well  earned 
retirement  from  business.  He  died  iu  July,  1901,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  His  first  wife,  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  died 
in  1880,  and  seven  years  later  he  married  Mrs.  Augusta  Meyers,  whose 
family  uame  was  Helmick.  Shortly  after  his  second  marriage  lie  re- 
moved to  his  fine  farm  a  portion  of  which  tract  lies  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  Huron,  and  there  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
widow  passed  away  in  1907,  when  about  sixty  years  of  age.  By  her  mar- 
riage to  Frederick  Meyer  she  became  the  mother  of  two  children  who 
survive  her.  The  one  child  of  the  second  marriage  died  at  the  time  of 
birth. 

Jacob  Gunzenhauser  was  a  man  of  well  fortified  opinions,  was  liberal 
and  loyal  as  a  citizen,  was  unfaltering  in  his  support  of  the  cause  of  the 
republican  part}',  and  though  he  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic 
Church  he  became  a  communicant  of  the  German  Evangelical  Church 
in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Gunzenhauser  served  as  an  efficient  mem- 
ber of  the  village  council  of  Huron  and  also  a  member  of  the  school 
board,  as  a  representative  of  which  he  was  assigned  to  the  committee 
that  had  in  charge  the  erection  of  the  j^resent  high-school  building. 

Concerning  the  children  of  Jacob  and  Magdalena  (Saurer)  Gunzen- 
hauser the  following  brief  record  is  entered : 

Jacob. married  Miss  Lena  Hart  and  both  are  now  deceased,  their 
one  surviving  child  being  Lura.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Captain  Henry 
Peterson,  who  was  long  and  prominently  identified  with  navigation  inter- 
ests on  Lake  Erie  and  who  is  now  residing  in  the  West,  his  wife  having 
died  without  issue.  Jolm  G.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  iu  order  of 
birth.  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Frederick  S.  Oaks  and  both  are 
deceased,  their  one  surviving  child  being  Catherine,  who  is  the  wife  of 
William  Caufield,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  who  had  one  child,  Ann, 
now  deceased.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  N.  E.  Woessner,  a  representa- 
tive physician  and  surgeon  engaged  in  .practice  at  Huron,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Lyna.  Henry,  who  is  a  pipe-cutter  by  trade,  is 
employed  in  a  tube  manufactory  at  Lorain,  and  is  a  bachelor.  George 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Andrew  was  drowned  on  the  9th  of  Feb- 
bruary,  1880,  while  playing  on  the  ice  in  Huron  River,  and  was  a  child 
of  three  years  at  the  time  of  his  tragic  death. 

John  G.  Gunzenhauser  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  of  Huron  for 
his  early  educational  discipline,  and  here  has  maintained  liis  residence 
from  the  time  of  his  birth,  which  occurred  in  the  family  home,  on  Main 
Street,  on  the  '28(1  of  November,  1864.     He  was  afforded  also  the  advan- 
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tages  of  a  course  iu  a  business  college  at  Naperville,  Illinois,  aiuL  there- 
after he  was  employed  for  some  time  in  the  meat  market  conducted  b\- 
his  father.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  sailing  on  the  Great  Lakes, 
his  first  work  being  on  the  schooner  Kitchen,  commanded  by  his  brother- 
in-law,  Capt.  Heuiy  Peterson,  with  whom  he  was  later  associated  as  a 
sailor  before  the  mast  when  Captain  Peterson  assumed  command  of  the 
steamboat  Superior.  ]\Ir.  Gunzenhauser  later  sailed  with  Captain  Hum- 
phrey on  the  steamer  Townsend. 

In  1888  Mr.  Gunzenhauser  engaged  in  the  meat  market  business  at 
Huron,  but  three  years  later  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  great  Chicago 
packing  and  pi'ovision  concern  of  Armour  &  Company,  for  which  he 
continued  as  a  commercial  representative  for  the  ensuing  ten  years,  his 
headquarters  having  been  for  some  time  in  Chicago  and  for  a  period' 
in  the  City  of  Milwaukee.  After  severing  his  association  with  this  com- 
pany ilr.  Gunzenhauser  returned  to  Huron,  which  place  he  has  always 
looked  upon  as  his  home,  and  here,  in  1905,  he  oiicncd  liis  jircsent  tine 
meat  market,  which  is  essentially  metropolitan  iu  its  ciiuii iii,  appoint- 
ments and  service,  and  in  the  conducting  of  whii-h  li.-  Iiiis  I  milt  up  a 
most  substantial  and  prosperous  business. 

Progressive  and  public-spirited  as  a  citizen,  Mr.  Gunzenhauser  is 
found  arrayed  as  a  stalwart  in  the  republican  party,  and  he  has  been 
more  or  less  active  in  local  politics.  In  Huron  he  is  affiliated  with 
Marks  Lodge  No.  359.  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  he  is  held 
in  unqualified  esteem  in  his  native  city  and  county. 

At  Huron,  in  the  year  1891,  Mr.  Gunzenhauser  wedded  Jliss  Julia 
Lavoo,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Huron,  of  French  and  German 
lineage.  Her  father  died  several  years  ago  and  her  mother  still  resides 
in  Huron,  at  the  venerable  age  of  more  than  eighty  years.  Mrs.  Gun- 
zenhauser died  at  Huron  in  1895,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-three  years, 
and  is  survived  by  one  son,  John,  and  one  daughter,  Vera,  the  former 
of  whom  is  married  and  engaged  in  business  at  Huron,  aud  the  latter 
of  whom  here  resides  with  her  venerable  maternal  grandmother. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Gunzenhauser  was  solemnized  iu  the 
City  of  Ontario,  November  2,  1907,  where  he  wedded  ]\Iiss  Etta  Lermaini, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  City  of  Samlnsky,  oliio,  and  who  is  a 
daughter  of  Ferdinand  and  Veronica  (Daiiirl  Li-rmann,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  born  in  Sandusky  and  tlic  foi'iiu-r  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria, 
Germany.  The  mother  of  Ferdinand  Lrnnann  died  in  Bavaria  aud  when 
he  was  seven  years  of  age  he  arronipaiiird  his  father  to  the  United  States, 
till'  home  having  been  established  at  Sandusky,  in  which  city  he  was 
reared  and  educated  and  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  meat 
market  business  for  many  yeai's,  his  age  in  1915  being  sixty-seven  years, 
and  his  wife  having  been  sixty-six  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
on  the  12th  of  April,  1913.  She  is  survived  by  one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters: Alvert,  Julia,  Ada,  and  Etta.  One  son,  Joseph,  died  August  8, 
1915.     Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Gunzenhauser  have  no  children. 

Edward  G.  Weigand.  One  of  the  younger  citizens  of  Huron  actively 
identified  with  the  great  fishing  industry  and  Lake  Erie  is  Edward  G. 
AVeigand,  who  has  spent  practically  all  his  life  around  the  .shores  of  this 
lake,  was  sailor  before  the  mast  for  several  years,  and  since  leaving  the 
lake  marine  has  been  active  in  the  fishing  industry.  He  now  has  a  valu- 
able plant  and  business  of  his  own,  operating  twenty-two  trap-nels  of 
the  hell-devil  type,  the  most  popular  and  best  adapted  instrument  for 
taking  the  fish' out  of  the  Great  Lakes.  He  also  owns  and  operates  a 
boat  propelled  by  naphtha  power  and  employs  several  assistants.  His 
aunual  catch  is  from  si.xty  to  seventy-five  tons,  and  during  the  spring 
aud  fall  seasons  he  devotes  his  energies  to  their  full  bent  in  this  industry. 
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He  has  been  engaged  in  fishing  on  his  own  account  from  the  port  of 
Huron  for  the  past  five  years,  and  his  experience  on  the  lakes  with  others 
extends  back  ten  years.  Pi-ior  to  that  he  spent  six  years  as  a  sailor  before 
the  mast,  and  sailed  under  some  of  the  best  lake  captains,  among  whom 
should  be  mentioned  Captain  Montague,  of  Ilui'on,  who  was  his  com- 
manding officer  during  1906. 

Mr.  Weigand  was  born  in  the  City  of  Buffalo,  New-  York,  December 
15,  1887,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Huron,  for  the  most 
part,  and  also  took  a  course  in  the  Sandusky  Business  College.  He 
comes  of  German  ancestry.  His  yrnndparonts  were  ('hnrles  and  Cath- 
erine Weigand,  natives  of  Geriiiaii\.  luii  |)r(>li;ilil.\  ii[:i)-ii.-(l  in  America. 
They  came  to  this  country  in  a  s:iiliii<;'  \issil.  ilir  only  ni'-ans  of  crossing 
the  ocean  at  that  time,  durinu-  llie  'iiOs.  The  graudfalher  was  a  tool- 
maker  and  became  sncrcssrnlly  established  as  a  worker  at  his  trade  in 
Buffalo.  After  comiiit:  lo  this  country  he  made  four  trips  back  to  his 
native  land,  and  whilt-  returning  from  the  last  died  on  the  vessel  and 
was  given  a  burial  at  sea.  His  widow  subsequently  died  in  Buffalo 
when  past  eighty  years  of  age.  They  were  both  Protestants  in  religion 
and  worthy  people  who  gave  their  children  all  the  advantages  of  home 
and  schools. 

Charles  Weigand,  Jr.,  father  of  Edward,  was  liorn  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  in  1864.  He  acquired  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  builder,  and  died 
at  Buffalo  when  in  the  prime  of  his  years  in  June,  1890.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo  about  the  same  time  as 
her  husband,  and  was  reared  in  that  city.  She  is  now  living  at  Huron, 
Ohio,  with  her  second  husband,  Jacob  Meltzer.  By  this  second  marriage 
she  is  the  mother  of  the  following  children :  Grace,  who  is  married  and 
has  a  son  and  lives  in  Michigan;  Ella,  at  home.  Mrs.  Meltzer  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Cathei-ine  (Fisher)  Thomas,  who  lived  at  Buffalo 
and  in  that  section  of  New  York  State.  Her  father  volunteered  for 
service  as  a  soldier  during  the  war,  and  was  made  a  guard  for  the  rebel 
prisoners  at  Johnson's  Island  in  Lake  Erie.  His  death  occurred  in  1911 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four,  while  living  in  Huron. 

Edward  Weigand  is  the  third  of  four  children,  namely:  Charles 
AVeigand,  the  third  of  the  name  in  successive  generations,  is  a  fisherman 
with  headquai-ters  at  Huron,  and  married  Lillian  Taylor,  of  Fremont. 
Ohio ;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  George  Dahlhofer,  of  Huron,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  five  young  sons,  the  last  being  twins ;  Edward  ;  and  Amelia, 
who,  like  the  other  children,  were  educated  in  the  Huron  public  schools 
and  is  now  the  w'ife  of  Paul  Lapp,  who  is  engaged  in  the  laundry  busi- 
ness at  Huron. 

Edward  G.  Weigand,  after  showing  his  worth  as  a  young  man  of 
steady  and  economical  habits,  gained  the  affection  of  one  of  the  reigning 
belles  of  Huron,  Miss  Lucille  Deyo.  Miss  Deyo  was  born  in  Huron,  and 
was  carefully  reared  and  liberally  educated,  graduating  from  the  local 
liigh  school  in  1909  and  then  being  sent  to  a  finishing  college  at  Roan- 
oke, Virginia,  where  she  completed  her  education  and  became  proficient 
in  music,  and  subsequently  taught  that  art  before  her  marriage.  Jlrs. 
Weigand  is  the  only  and  much  loved  child  of  George  and  IMinnie 
(Krock)  Deyo.  Her' father  was  born  in  London,  Canada,  and  comes  of 
distinguished  French  lineage,  the  naine  originally  being  spelled  De  Yoe, 
and  ancestors  of  that  name  were  eminent  both  as  warriors  and  in  the 
pi-ofcssions  and  arts.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  George  Washington 
\v;is  descended  from  a  branch  of  the  same  family,  and  it  is  said  that  his 
patriotic  character  was  partly  due  to  the  Deyo  blood  that  coursed 
through  his  veins.  Geoi-ge  Deyo  was  still  uinnarried  when  he  came  to 
Ohio,  locating  at  Huron,  where  he  has  since  lived  and  has  for  many 
vcars  been  active  as  an  engineer  and  manager  of  Ihe  large  Fries  estate 
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planiug  mills  of  Huron.  He  has  likewise  takeu  an  active  part  in  village 
affairs,  and  is  a  man  of  strong  character  and  extended  intiueuce.  His 
wife  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  families  of  Huron,  and  further 
mention  of  the  Krock  family  will  be  found  on  other  pages  of  this  pub- 
lication. 

In  1912  Mr.  Weigand,  assisted  by  Mr.  Deyo,  his  wife's  father,  built 
with  his  own  hands  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  attractive  residences 
of  Huron,  on  South  Ohio  Street.  Having  been  his  o'wn  architect  and 
contractor,  he  employed  his  leisure  and  ample  means  to  work  out  his 
own  ideas  of  what  a  home  should  be,  and  its  attractions  are  not  only  in 
the  design  and  originality  which  conform  with  the  good  taste  of  himself 
and  mfe,  but  also  in  the  installation  of  the  modem  improvements  and 
conveniences.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weigand  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  George 
William.  Mr.  Weigand  was  reared  in  the  Evangelical  faith,  is  a  repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  takes  much  interest  in  the  Lake  Erie  Lodge  No. 
756,  I.  0.  0.  P.,  and  is  past  noble  grand  of  his  lodge.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  fine  habits,  even  temper,  and  his  success  in  business  while  still 
on  the  lee  side  of  thirty  years,  can  only  be  taken  to  promise  extensive 
results  in  later  years. 

Elisha  J.  Phelps.  In  Huron  Township,  a  short  distance  east  of 
the  cori^oration  limits  of  the  Village  of  Huron,  Elisha  J.  Phelps  has  his 
home  and  the  center  of  his  activities,  which  classify  him  as  a  general 
farmer  and  fruit  grower  and  stock  raiser.  His  farm  consists  of  fifty 
acres  of  the  fertile  land  found  in  that  community,  and  is  all  under 
thorough  cultivation  and  shows  many  evidences  of  his  well  known  enter- 
prise and  ability  in  agricultural  matters.  He  has  a  large  barn,  40  by  60 
fest,  and  other  farm  buildings,  and  his  home  is  nearly  new,  having 
been  built  in  place  of  the  house  which,  with  its  contents,  was  burned 
in  February,  1910.  Mr.  Phelps  bought  his  present  farm  east  of  Huron 
in  the  fall  of  1907,  and  took  possession  in  the  following  spring.  An 
attractive  feature  of  this  home  is  its  situation  on  the  lake  shore  front. 
Most  of  his  land  is  utilized  for  the  general  crops,  but  he  also  has  a  large 
acreage  in  fruit  and  berriee,  and  is  a  specialist  in  the  raising  of  graded 
horses. 

Elisha  J.  Phelps  was  born  in  Huron  Township  on  a  portion  of  land 
that  has  since  been  washed  away  by  the  action  of  waters.  He  was  born 
September  13,  1851,  grew  up  in  the  township  and  lived  at  honie  until 
twenty -three.  In  the  meantime  he  had  acquired  a  good  education  and 
had  been  trained  for  the  work  which  has  been  his  real  vocation  in  life. 
He  then  rented  his  father's  farm  in  Lorain  County,  and  at  the  age  of 
twxaity-six  engaged  in  the  daily  business,  living  on  the  Huron  River 
road  near  the  Village  of  Huron.  For  twenty-three  years  liis  time  and 
labor  were  chiefly  devoted  to  the  management  of  a  first-class  dairy.  He 
kept  an  average  of  about  thirty  cows,  though  sometimes  as  high  as  forty, 
and  raised  most  of  the  grain  and  feedstuffs  to  supply  his  stock.  He 
abandoned  the  dairy  industry  after  moving  to  his  present  farm.  _ 

His  parents  were  James  and  Mary  (Elson)  Phelps,  both  natives  of 
Maryland.  His  father  was  born  in  1823  and  died  at  his  home  m  Huron 
Township,  April  24,  1879,  and  the  mother  was  born  September  29,  1828, 
and  died  May  26.  1911.  They  came  to  Erie  County  as  young  people 
and  were  married  here,  and  set  up  a  home  of  their  own  m  Huron 
Village,  where  James  Phelps  conducted  a  gi-ocery  store,  meat  market 
and  livery  stable,  and  subsequently  bought  a  farm  near  the  village, 
where  he  "and  his  wife  spent  their  declining  years.  They  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  republican. 
Their  children  are  given  brief  mention  as  follows :  Celesta  is  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Sprowl.  ^cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Huron,  and 
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they  have  a  son  aucl  a  daughter  still  living.  Dora,  who  is  now  living  in 
Detroit,  is  the  widow  of  Jackson  Rilett,  who  was  accidentally  shot  near 
Huron  while  squirrel  hunting.  Mina  Bond,  who  is  living  in  Huron,  was 
twice  married  and  is  twice  a  widow,  and  has  two  daughters  by  her  first 
husband.  Elmira  died  with  her  first  child,  the  wife  of  Theodore  Wells. 
The  next  in  order  of  birth  is  Elisha  J.  Letitia  is  the  wife  of  John  M. 
Garritte,  a  druggist  at  Huron,  and  they  have  a  family  of  one  sou  and 
two  daughters.  Elmer  spends  part  of  his  time  in  Huron  and  part  in 
Cleveland  -ndth  his  son.  Joseph  is  in  the  cigar  and  confectionery  busi- 
ness at  Huron  and  has  two  sous.  Dudley  lives  at  Huron  and  is  unmar- 
I'ied.    Anna,  a  widow,  has  two  sods  and  two  daughters. 

Elisha  J.  Phelps  was  married  in  Huron  Township  to  Miranda  Ells, 
who  was  born  in  Huron  Township  and  died  at  their  home  on  Huron 
River,  January  23,  1893,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine.  There  were  four 
children  by  this  union.  Eva  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Blancliard,  of  Cleve- 
land, and  they  have  one  child,  Myron  T.  Mildred  is  the  wife  of  Milton 
]MeSpadden,  of  Cleveland,  and  their  three  children  are  Helen,  Ethel  and 
an  infant.  Ethel,  the  third  child,  died  after  her  marriage  to  Irvin 
]\Iason.    Curtis,  the  yoiingest,  died  in  early  life. 

Mr.  Phelps  married  his  present  wife  at  Sandusky.  Elizabeth  Thomas, 
which  was  her  maiden  name,  was  born  in'  Buffalo,  New  York,  December 
19, 1877,  and  was  reared  and  educated  there  and  at  Huron.  Her  parents 
were  John  and  Catherine  (Fisher)  Thomas,  both  natives  of  Germany, 
her  father  having  come  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  lived  at 
Buffalo,  New  York,  until  after  his  marriage,  his  wife  having  been 
brought  from  Germany  when  three  years  of  age.  She  grew  up  in  Buf- 
falo, where  her  parents  died,  and  after  their  marriage  i'lr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  lived  in  Bulfalo  several  years,  where  he  followed  his  trade  as  a 
shoemaker  and  subsequently  moved  to  "Vermillion  and  later  to  Huron 
in  Erie  County,  where  Mr.  Thomas  died  April  1,  1911,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eiglit.  His  widow  is  living  at  Huron  and  was  sixty-eight  years  old 
on  August  5,  1914.  They  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  ChiTrch  and 
Mrs.  Plielps'  father  was  a  republican. 

Mr.  and  Mi's.  Phelps  have  two  children.  Lorena  Maj'.  born  January 
28,  1895,  was  educated  in  the  Huron  High  School,  has  been  a  student 
of  music,  and  now  lives  at  home.  Lavella  Alice,  bom  July  22,  1903,  is 
now  ill  \\)i'.  liftli  grade  of  the  public  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phelps  attend 
the  KvjiiiLivliciil  Church  at  Huron.  He  is  a  republican  iu  politics,  and  is 
affiliated  with  the  Huron  Lodge  No.  113,  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

Ora  F.  Romell.  Success  consists  in  a  steady  betterment  of  one's 
material  conditions  and  an  increase  of  one's  ability  to  render  service  to 
others.  Measured  by  this  standard,  one  of  the  successful  men  of  Erie 
County  is  Ora  F.  Romell,  who  has  spent  nearly  all  his  life  in  the  county 
and  now  has  an  attractive  and  valuable  farm  in  Berlin  Township.  Ro- 
bust, hard  M-orking,  thrifty,  genial  and  progi-essive,  Mr.  Romell  has  a 
host  of  friends  in  his  part  of  Erie  County,  and  has  mingled  good  fellow- 
ship and  all  that  phrase  implies  with  the  handling  of  his  pi-ivate  busi- 
ness affairs. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Erie  County  near  Castalia  on  Feln-uary  2, 
1863,  His  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  (Altvater)  Romell,  both 
of  whom  are  natives  of  Germany,  his  father  born  in  1837  and  his  mother 
four  years  later,  John  Romell  was  the  only  member  of  his  innnediate 
family  to  emigrate  to  America,  having  coming  over  when  eighteen  years 
of  age.  He  spent  nine  weeks  on  a  sailing  vessel  before  landing  in  New 
York  City,  and  then  eanu^  on  west  to  Caslalia  in  Krie  County.  Ho  soon 
found  eiriploymeiit  with  Calvin  Caswell,  an  old  settler  in  that  connuunity, 
and  his  first  wacfes  were  .i<6.00  per  month.     Out  of  this  small  reiiiuiicra- 
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tion  lie  soon  managed  to  save  enough  to  pay  for  his  passage  to  this  coun- 
try. He  had  borrowed  money  in  the  old  country  to  get  him  to  America, 
having  left  the  fatherland  in  order  to  avoid  military  service.  After 
some  j'ears  in  Erie  County  he  married.  His  wife  had  come  to  America 
with  her  parents,  Peter  and  Catherine  Altvater,  in  1850,  and  they  lived 
and  died  near  Castalia,  her  father  in  1872  when  past  sixty,  and  her 
mother  a  number  of  years  later  in  1895,  when  past  eighty."  The  Alt- 
vaters  were  Protestant  people.  After  his  marriage  John  Roraell  set  out 
as  a  farmer,  later  was  employed  for  several  years  in  a  paper  mill,  and 
finally  bought  forty-four  acres  of  land  in  Margaretta  Township.  He  sold 
that,  and  in  1880  moved  to  a  farm  which  he  had  bought  near  Clarksfield, 
lived  there  until  the  spring  of  1896,  and  then  retuimed  to  Erie  County, 
buyinii'  land  .just  out.side  the  Village  of  Berlin  Heights.  He  and  his 
good  wife  still  live  at  that  home,  and  both  are  well  preserved  people 
and  have  an  ample  competence  for  their  declining  years.  The  father  is 
a  republican,  but  his  wife's  father  was  an  equally  strong  democrat  in 
his  day. 

Ora  F.  Romell  is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom 
are  still  living  and  five  are  married.  He  grew  up  on  a  farm,  attended 
the  schools  in  his  neighborhood,  and  his  ability  as  a  farmer  comes  from 
long  and  thorough  experience.  Nineteen  years  ago  he  moved  into  Berlin 
Township  and  since  December,  1902,  has  been  located  on  his  present 
farm  of  IO21/2  acres.  This  is  rolling  land,  of  fine  soil,  situated  on  the 
Ridge  Road  2iot  far  from  Berlin  Heights  Village.  It  possesses  excellent 
natural  as  well  as  tile  drainage,  and  practically  every  acre  is  under  eul- 
tivation.  Mr.  Romell  has  a  fine  apple  orchard  of  more  than  100  trees, 
also  four  acres  of  peach  trees,  and  a  number  of  pear  and  cherry  trees. 
He  lives  in  a  large  house  of  nine  rooms  and  adjoining  is  a  red  barn 
38x70  feet  in  ground  dimensions,  while  there  are  several  other  barns 
and  sheds  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  implements.  He  also  has  a  65- 
ton  silo,  which  is  coming  to  be  a  feature  of  tlie  best  farms  in  Northern 
Ohio,  and  his  water  for  both  domestic  and  stock  purposes  is  unusually 
fine.  He  grows  large  quantities  of  grain  of  different  varieties  and  is  a 
thorough,  practical  farmer  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

Mr.  Romell  was  first  married  in  the  State  of  Michigan  to  Sabra  Ida 
Sage.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  Michigan,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Harlow  P.  Sage,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Rev.  Harlow  Sage,  who  was  of 
old  Puritan  stock  and  a  prominent  Universalist  preacher  in  Northern 
Ohio  in  the  early  days.  Her  father  came  of  the  Lorain  County  family 
of  Sages,  and  is  still  living  in  Gratiot  County,  Michigan,  a  prominent 
farmer  there.  Mrs.  Romell  died  April  30,  1893,  at  the  birth  of  her  first 
child,  who  also  died.  On  December  5,  1906,  Mr.  Romell  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Will.  She  was  born  in  Huron  April  23.  1854,  and  died  at 
her  home  near  Berlin  Heights  October  21,  1914.  .Her  father,  Nicholas 
Will,  wa.s  born  in  Germany,  was  married  there,  and  then  Ijrought  his 
wife  to  Erie  County,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  he  passing 
away  in  1890  and  she  in  1908.  They  were  substantial  farming  people  in 
Vermilion  Township,  and  three  sons  are  still  living  in  that  locality. 
Mr.  Romell  is  a  strong  republican  and  served  as  township  trustee  for 
foi;r  years.  During  his  administration  the  two  interurban  lines  were 
built  through  the  township,  and  both  through  his  office  and  as  a  private 
citizen  he  has  done  everything  in  his  jiowcr  to  promote  local  improve- 
ments. 

PiuLip  J.  JusTi.  Distinctive  independence  and  self-reliance  were 
early  manifested  by  this  representative  and  substantial  farmer  of  Huron 
Township,  for  when  a  mere  lad,  in  company  with  a  neighbor  boy  of 
comparatively  the  same  age,  he  immigrated  from  his  German  fatherland 
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to  America  and  gravely  set  to  himself  the  task  of  winning  prosperity 
through  his  own  industry.  He  has  proved  himself  one  of  the  world's 
productive  workers  and  his  career  has  been  dominated  by  that  sterling 
integi'ity  that  ever  begets  popular  confidence  and  good  will.  In  Erie 
County  he  has  worked  his  way  to  the  goal  of  worthy  success,  and  he  is 
now  the  owuer  of  one  of  the  well  improved  and  valuable  farms  of  the 
county,  the  same  being  on  rural  mail  route  No.  3,  from  the  Village 
of  Huron. 

Mr.  Justi  was  born  in  the  Duchy  of  Nassau,  Germany,  on  the  28th  of 
January,  1867,  and  is  a  representative  of  a  sterling  family  whose  name 
has  long  been  identified  with  that  section  of  the  empire.  He  is  a  son  of 
Philip  John  Justi  and  Catherine  Switzer,  both  of  the  purest  of  German 
lineage  and  both  likewise  natives  of  Nassau,  where  they  passed  their 
entire  lives,  their  home  at  the  time  of  their  death  having  still  been  at 
Bonshire,  the  place  in  which  the  subject  of  this  review  was  born  and  in 
\vhich  his  mother  died  when  he  was  an  infant,  the  father  having  sur- 
vived her  and  having  passed  to  the  life  eternal  in  1879,  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  Of  the  six  children,  Philip  J.,  of  this  review,  is  the  youngest : 
Willielmina  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Endridge  and  tlie^-  fcsidc  mi  tlic  old 
homestead  farm  of  the  Justi  family,  in  Nassau,  tlirir  iliildiTu  lirini; 
three  sons  and  one  daughter;  Hattie  came  to  the  United  Stales  in  ISTO, 
and  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  she  became  the  wife  of  Joel  Springer,  their 
home  having  been  for  a  number  of  years  on  a  farm  in  Huron  To\ATiship 
and  their  place  of  residence  at  the  present  time  being  in  the  Village  of 
Bellevue,  Huron  County.  They  have  no  children.  Frederick  aceoin- 
panied  his  sister  Hattie  to  America  and  he  and  his  wife  reside  on  their 
excellent  farm  in  Oxford  Township,  Erie  Cotmty,  their  ehildr(Mi'  lieing 
four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Henry  immigrated  to  the  United  S(;ilcs 
in  1884  and  .ioined  his  brothers  and  sister  in  Erie  Counly.  win  iv  hi- 
is  now  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  in  Oxford  Township,  his  four  children, 
all  daughters,  still  remaining  at  the  parental  hprae.  Phoebe  is  the  wife 
of  Philip  Pulish,  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Nassau,  Germany,  and  they 
have  one  daughter. 

Philip  J.  Justi,  whose  name  initiates  this  article,  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  in  1881,  when  fourteen 
years  of  age,  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  company  with  hLs  j'outhful 
neighbor,  Henry  Miller,  the  voyage  from  Hamburg  to  New  York  City 
having  been  made  on  the  vessel  Westphalia.  From  the  national  metrop- 
olis the  two  ambitious  young  German  boys  forthwith  made  their  way  to 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  to  join  the  elder  brother  and  sister  of  Mr.  Justi,  and 
after  remaining  a  short  time  in  the  City  of  Sandusky  Mr.  Justi  obtained 
work  on  a  farm  in  Huron  Township.  For  a  decade  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  farmers  in  this  county,  and  in  the  meanwhile  he  carefully  saved  his 
earnings  and  bent  every  energy  to  the  preparing  for  an  independent 
career  as  a  fanner.  Prior  to  his  marriage  he  had  purehasetl  a  portion 
of  his  present  homestead  farm,  which  comprises  eighty  acres  and  which 
is  located  three  miles  south  of  the  Village  of  Huron,  on  what  is  com- 
monly designated  as  South  ]Main  Street,  the  farm  lying  on  the  line  be- 
tween Huron  and  Milan  townships.  With  cli^ii-.n-icrisl  ic  ciicriiy  .-iiid 
good  judgment,  Mr.  Justi  has  made  excellent  iiii|>i-(i\riMciiis  dn  his  land. 
nearly  all  of  which  is  now  available  for  cultivali(jn  and  gives  cxcellenl 
returns  in  the  growing  of  the  vai-ious  crops  best  suited  to  this  section. 
The  permanent  improvements  include  a  good  house  of  eight  rooms,  a  barn 
28  by  48  feet  in  dimensions,  and  other  requisite  farm  buildings,  and 
everything  about  the  place  is  kept  in  excellent  order,  with  the  result 
that  thrift  and  prosperity  are  clearly  in  evidence.  In  addition  to  con- 
ducting his  own  farm,  Mr.  Justi  also  operates  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road  the  AVilliam  Rosekelley  farm,  of  seventy  acres,  and  he  is  loiowu  as 
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one  of  the  progressive  agriculturists  and  stock  growers  of  the  county,  in 
■which  he  has  found  ample  opportunity  for  the  achieving  of  success 
through  well  ordered  industry.  He  and  his  family  are  zealous  members 
of  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  at  Union  Corners,  and  in  politics  he  is 
aligned  as  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  democratic  party, 
though  in  local  affairs  he  is  not  governed  by  strict  partisanship.  For 
nearly  sixteen  years  he  has  been  a  valued  member  of  the  school  board 
of  his  district,  and  as  a  director  he  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  provide 
the  best  possible  school  advantages. 

In  1891  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Justi  to  Miss  Louisa 
Beiler,  who  was  born  in  Groton  Township,  this  county,  where  her  parents 
established  their  home  in  the  early  '60s,  soon  after  their  emigration  from 
Germany.  Mrs.  Justi  "s  fatlier,  the  late  Charles  Beiler,  was  long  known 
as  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Erie  County,  where  he  commanded 
the  unqualified  respect  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  he  died  at  his  old  home- 
stead farm  on  the  4th  of  April,  1914,  his  widow  passing  away  in  the 
following  June,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  Louisa,  Mrs.  Justi.  Mr. 
Beiler  was  eighty-three  j^ears  of  age  at 'the  time  of  his  death,  and  his 
wife  passed  to  the  life  eternal  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  both  having 
been  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  the  parents  of  Mr.  Justi  hav- 
ing been  communicants  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Justi 
have  given  to  their  children  excellent  educational  advantages,  and  the 
eldest  two,  Hattie  and  Rosa,  still  remain  at  the  parental  home ;  Elizabeth 
completed  a  course  in  the  Sandusky  Business  College  and  is  now  em- 
ployed as  bookkeeper  in  the  office  of  the  Huron  Fish  Compan\%  in  the 
Village  of  Huron;  Fred  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  work  and 
management  of  the  home  farm ;  and  Freda  and  Anna  are  still  members 
of  the  ideal  home  circle,  the  latter  being  still  in  school. 

Adolph  Nickel.  Among  the  men  who  have  lent  dignity  of  char- 
acter, excellence  of  labor  and  general  co-operation  in  affairs  of  Erie 
County,  Ohio,  one  who  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  agricultural 
and  business  circles  is  Adolph  Nickel,  who  owns  and  operates  a  hand- 
some farm  on  the  townshii>  line  road  in  Huron  Township.  It  has  been 
the  fortune  of  this  progressive  and  energetic  farmer  to  have  lived  all  his 
life  close  to  nature  and  to  have  partaken  generously  of  the  rewards 
offered  those  who  I'espond  with  enthusiasm  and  clear  judgment  to  the 
opportunities  for  advancement  in  tilling  the  soil. 

Mr.  Nickel  has  been  a  resident  of  his  present  community  through- 
out his  career,  having  been  born  on  the  farm  adjoining  the  one  he  now 
owns,  in  Huron  Township,  August  28,  1875,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Piatt)  Nickel.  The  father,  born  in  Germany  in  1846  or  1847,  was  a 
small  child  when  he  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  on  a  sail- 
ing vessel,  during  the  early  '50s,  the  family  landing  at  New  York  Cit.y 
and  immediately  making  their  way  to  Erie  County,  Ohio.  Here  they 
settled  on  the  farm  which  lies  to  the  north  of  the  one  now  owned  by 
Adolph  Nickel,  and  at  that  time  almost  in  its  primitive  state.  The  grand- 
parents, whose  names  are  now  forgotten,  passed  their  entire  lives  here, 
tlie  grandfather  reaching  advanced  years,  while  the  grandmother  passed 
away  some  time  before.  They  were  consistent  members  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Church,  devoted  their  entire  lives  to  farming,  and  were  known  as 
honest,  industrious  and  God-fearing  people.  Jlrs.  Nickel's  parents  had 
come  to  the  United  States  before  she  was  born,  and  lived  and  died  on 
the  farm  on  which  they  settled  in  Perkins  To^^^lship.  Erie  County,  they 
also  being  consistent  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church  and  highly 
respected  members  of  their  community. 

Charles  Nickel  was  reared  and  educated  in  Huron  Township,  and 
when  he  attained  man's  estate  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account. 
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After  his  marriage,  he  resided  for  a  few  years  at  ililau,  but  subsequently- 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Huron  Township,  where  he  passed  the  remaining 
years  of  his  active  life.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Nickel  still  survive  and  reside 
in  Ohio,  although  in  different  parts  of  the  state.  They  are  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  and  in  political  matters  Mr.  Nickel  is  a  demo- 
crat. They  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Jennie,  who  is  the 
widow  of  Fred  Lee,  of  Milan  Township,  and  foster-mother  of  one  son, 
Ralph  Bickley;  Adolph,  of  this  notice;  and  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of. 
Philip  Lortcher,  and  resides  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  her  brother, 
and  has  one  son,  Myron  B. 

Adolph  Nickel  was  given  a  public  school  education,  and  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  the  pursuits  of  the  farm,  receiving  both  a  good 
mental  and  physical  training.  He  I'emained  on  the  home  farm  until 
twentj'-five  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  a 
tract  of  seventy-two  acres,  which  he  has  brought  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  has  since  erected  a  large  barn,  32  by  68  feet,  painted 
red,  a  garage,  buggy  shed  and  corn  cribs,  and  other  outbuildings,  while 
his  residence  is  handsome  and  commodious,  painted  drab,  with  green 
trimmings,  and  containing  seven  rooms,  handsomely  and  tastefully  fur- 
nished, with  all  modern  conveniences  and  comforts.  Mr.  Nickel  grows 
large  crops  of  all  kinds  of  cereals,  and  in  addition  breeds  horses,  cattle 
and  hogs.  In  every  department  of  agi-iculture  he  has  been  successful, 
being  possessed  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  details  of  his  chosen 
vocation.  He  has  a  high  reputation  in  business  circles,  and  as  a  citizen 
has  shown  his  public  spirit  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

Mr.  Nickel  was  married  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Catherine  Lieb, 
who  was  born  in  that  city  April  18,  1880,  and  there  reared  and  well  edu- 
cated. Her  parents  were  Ambrose  and  IMargaret  (Herr)  Lieb,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  came  to  Amei-iea  as  young  people  and  located  at  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania,  but  later  moved  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  the 
mother  died  in  1887,  in  middle  life.  Mr.  Lieb,  who  has  long  been  well 
and  favorably  known  as  a  hand  marble  worker  and  monument  maker, 
still  lives  at  Sandusky,  where  he  is  the  proprietor  of  an  establishment  of 
his  own.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three  daughters  and  three  sous, 
namely:  George,  Anna,  Elizabeth,  Heniw,  Catherine  and  Martin.  He 
was  married  a  second  time,  and  has  two  sons  and  one  daughter  by  this 
union,  named  Louis,  Herman  and  Celia.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nickel,  aged  as  follows :  Russell,  born  October  23,  1905 ; 
Mary,  born  June  13,  1909 ;  Alberta,  born  May  8,  1911 ;  Doris,  born  Feb- 
ruai-y  10,  1913 ;  and  Chai-les,  born  April  4,  1915.  Mrs.  Nickel  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Her  husband  is  a  democrat  in  poli- 
ties, but  his  interest  in  public  affairs  is  limited  to  the  casting  of  his  vote 
in  support  of  good  men  and  beneficial  measures. 

William  C.  Heimburger.  Farming,  which  in  former  years  was 
largely  an  occupation  in  which  the  surplus  sons  of  the  old-time  families 
engaged  as  their  natural  and  only  means  of  livelihood,  has  been  l)rought 
to  the  front  as  one  of  the  higher  callings,  a  labor  of  mind  as  well  as  of 
muscle,  of  head  as  well  as  of  hand.  Scientific  agriculture  is  no  longci-  a 
hi^li-scuiuliiig  phrase,  Imt  a  vocation  which  demands  eai'eful  preparation 
and  >  ii'lds  sure  and  generous  returns.  Each  year  witnesses  remarkable 
litoj.'r('ss  along  this  line,  and  to  understand  this  aroused  and  continued 
iiiicresi,  tlie  work  of  sucli  progressive  farmers  as  William  C.  Heimburger, 
of  Huron  Township,  nnist  be  considered. 

Mr.  Heimburger  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  the  community  in  which 
he  now  resides,  having  been  l)orn  on  his  father's  farm  in  Huron  Town- 
ship. Erie  County.  Ohio.  April  24,  1S79,  a  son  of  William  Heiml)urger.  a 
skcfcli  (>r  whose  career  will  be  found  on  anotlu'r  p;)ge  of  Ibis  work.     Kdu- 
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ealcd  in  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  Huron,  Mr.  Heimburger  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  remained  on  the  homestead  until  his 
marriage,  at  the  age  of  twiiity-six  \  rars,  when  he  started  renting  a  prop- 
erty from  his  father.  Tliic^'  yc^iis  later  he  was  ready  to  enter  upon  a 
career  of  his  own  and  piii-rliaMd  Irom  his  father  his  present  valuable 
tract,  a  property  of  sixty-tive  acres,  lying  on  the  Bogart  road.  Here  he 
has  a  handsome,  modern  residence  of  eight  rooms,  built  in  1908,  a  new 
,  barn  36  by  40  feet,  and  feed  shed,  24  by  132  feet,  which  latter  is  to  be 
extended  all  around  the  yard,  when  it  will  be  360  feet  in  length.  He 
has  also  a  machine  and  tool  house,  and  two  corn  cribs,  one  of  1,600 
bushels  and  the  other  of  1,200  bushels  capacity.  IMr.  Heimburger  'feeds 
3,000  busliels  of  corn,  all  gro^vn  on  this  pi-operty.  and  in  addition  grows 
large  crops  of  wheat,  oats,  alfalfa,  potatoes  and  meadow  grass.  He  also 
rents  eighty  acres  of  the  William  Halm  farm,  lying  adjacent  to  his  own 
property. 

As  a  raiser  of  livestock,  Mr.  Heimburger  has  made  his  cattle  gain  as 
high  as  300  pounds  in  120  days,  an  excellent  average,  and  he  also  breeds 
tine  hogs  of  the  Berkshire  breed,  shipping  about  fifty  each  year.  He 
makes  a  close  and  careful  study  of  bis  woi-k,  and  works  out  his  own  ideas 
along  practical  lines,  noting  intelligently  the  best  manner  of  attaining 
results.  He  leaves  nothing  to  chance,  but  makes  each  of  his  moves  in  a 
careful,  well-directed  manner,  far  different  from  the  haphazard  way  in 
which  farmers  usually-  carried  on  their  operations  in  former  years. 

In  1905  IMr.  Heimburger  was  maiTied  to  i\Iis.s  ilay  Hecker,  of  Hays 
Avenue,  Sandusky,  Ohio,  a  graduate  of  Sandusky  High  School  and  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Minnie  (Holtzworth  )  Hecker.  Jlr.  Hecker  was 
liorn  in  Gernumy  and  was  eighteen  ^years  of  age  when  he  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  locating  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  of  butcher  for  twelve  years.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life  at 
Sandusky,  as  is  also  Mrs.  Hecker,  who  is  a  native  of  that  city.  They 
were  the  pai'ents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Heimburger  being 
tile  elder  of  the  latter,  the  younger  sister  being  unmarried.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilciiiilini":ivr :  Arthur,  ten  years  of 
age  and  in  the  fourth  grade  of  ;lic  piiMir  s'IkioIs;  Walter,  who  is  eight 
years  old;  Raymond,  aged  five  yrais:  and  .Marion,  four  years  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heimburger  are  members  of  the  Huron  Lutheran 
Church,  and  are  well  and  favorably  known  in  social  circles.  He  is  a 
democrat  in  politics,  biit  has  not  taken  a  very  active  part  in  party  affairs, 
his  entire  time  and  attention  licing  mcupied  by  his  farming  activities. 
As  a  citizen  he  has  shown  his  iiifrivst  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  wel- 
fare of  his  community,  and  has  (lispla\cd  a  willingness  to  co-operate 
with  others  in  movements  calculated  to  bring  about  civic  and  agricultural 
betterment.    His  wide  circle  of  friends  testify  to  his  general  popularity. 

DiEDRicK  E.  Brttns.  Those  counties  that  can  claim  their  respective 
quotas  of  farmers  of  German  birth  or  extraction  are  certain  to  maintain 
high  standards  in  the  domain  of  agriculture  and  stockgrowing.  for  this 
element  of  citizenship  is  renowned  for  thrift  and  prosperity  as  well  as 
for  the  deepest  loyalty  and  ftill  appreciation  of  the  advantages  afforded  in 
the  United  States,  though  those  who  can  refer  to  the  German  fatherland 
as  the  place  of  their  nativity  naturally  and  .iustly  honor  the  same  and 
ti-easure  its  best  traditions.  Such  a  worthy  and  valued  citizen  is  he  whose 
name  introduces  this  paragraph  and  who  is  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  Erie  County,  where  his  excellent  farm  of  ninety-two  acres  is 
specially  notable  for  its  fine  improvements  and  the  unmistakable  evi- 
dences of  the  energy'  and  good  .iudgment  brought  to  bear  in  its  various 
o])eratioiis.  Tliis  attractive  rural  estate  is  situated  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  Huron  Township  and  on  the  Berlin  Heights  road,  with  rural  mail 
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service  on  Route  No.  2  from  the  Village  of  Huron.  The  farm  was  the 
old  homestead  of  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Bruns,  who  was  here  born  and 
reared  and  who  has  here  maintained  her  home  during  virtuallj'  the  entire 
period  of  her  life  thus  far.  The  Bruns  farm  is  supplied  witli  an  excellent 
system  of  drainage  and  the  requisite  water  is  dei'ivetl  from  several  welLs, 
which  give  adequate  supply  for  the  live  stock  and  for  other  pui-poses. 
\'irtualh'  the  entire  farm  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  scientific 
methods  being  brought  to  bear  in  perpetuating  the  fertility  of  its  excel- 
lent soil,  and  the  place  is  notable  for  its  uniformly  large  yields  of  wheat, 
oats  and  corn,  the  while  Mr.  Bruns  gives  special  attention  to  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  best  types  of  potatoes,  which  give  an  average  annual  product 
of  150  busliels  to  the  acre  and  a  gross  annual  production  of  about  2,500 
bushels.  This  homestead  is  equipped  with  excellent  buildings  with  the 
most  approved  and  modern  facilities,  including  an  attractive  residence  of 
nine  rooms,  a  tiin'  barn  :?6  bj-  70  feet,  with  slate  roof,  thi.s  building  having 
been  erectid  by  .Mi'.  Ui'uns  in  1910,  there  being  an  additional  barn  of  large 
tlimensioiis  iav  tlw  r;iri-  of  farm  produce  and  the  live  stock,  and  a  grainary 
2-1  by  30  feet  in  dimensions. 

Mr.  Bruns  has  owned  and  resided  upon  his  present  homestead  farm 
since  1899,  prior  to  which  year  he  had  been  for  fifteen  years  engaged  in 
farming  in  Lenawee  County,  Michigan,  his  property  there  having  been 
sold  prior  to  his  return  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  he  had  established  Ins 
residence  shortly  after  his  immigration  to  America  and  where  he  had 
lived  for  a  number  of  years  before  he  removed  with  his  family  into 
JMiehigan. 

A  scion  of  one  of  the  sterling  and  honored  old  families  of  the  King- 
dom of  Hanover,  Gei-many,  jMr.  Bruns  was  there  born  on  the  26th  of 
June.  1859,  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Catherine  (Rohrs)  Bruns,  who  there 
[lassed  their  entire  lives,  each  having  been  about  sixty-four  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  death  and  both  having  been  devont  communicants  of  tlie 
Lutheran  Church.  Of  the  seven  children  the  eldest  is  Anna,  .Mis.  lUisscl- 
man,  whose  husband  is  a  prosperous  fanner  in  the  Kiiiudmii  (if  llaiiovcr. 
their  cliildren  being  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  Frederick  is  now  a  suc- 
cessful bnsines.s  man  at  Stryker,  AVillianis  County,  Ohio,  where  he  con- 
duets  ,1  |iii\:itc  Itank.  He  has  one  son  and  one  daughter.  Henn-  is 
individually  mentioned  on  other  pages  of  this  publication;  Heinrick  is  in 
the  West  and  is  at  the  time  of  this  writing  supposed  to  be  a  resident  of 
the  state  of  California:  William  is  the  subject  of  a  personal  sketch  else- 
where in  this  volume ;  and  Herman,  who  lives  in  Huron,  this  count.v. 

Diedrick  E.  Bruns  passed  the  period  of  his  childhood  and  early  youth 
on  the  old  home  farm  of  his  father  and  in  the  meanwhile  availed  himself 
of  the  advantages  of  the  excellent  schools  of  the  locality.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  .vears,  in  1875,  he  set  sail  at  Bremen  for  tlie  voyage  to  Aiiieriea. 
some  of  his  brothers  having  preceded  him  to  the  United  States  and 
others  having  come  later,  he  having  been  the  seventh  child  of  the  family. 
Soon  after  disemliarking  in  the  port  of  New  York  (?ity  he  came  to  Henry 
County,  Ohio,  but  a  year  later  he  removed  to  Erie  County  and  became 
identitied  with  agricultural  pursuits,  in  Huron  Township,  where  six 
years  later,  in  1882,  w^as  solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss  Lena  Hutten- 
loeher,  the  marriage  ceremony  having  l)een  performed  in  the  home  of  the 
liride's  parents, — the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bruns.  Mrs.  Bruns  was  bom  in  this  township,  in  1861,  and  save  for 
the  period  of  her  residence  in  Michigan,  she  has  always  lived  in  Huron 
Towaiship.  Her  parents  were  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemburg. 
fiermany,  and  were  young  folk  at  the  time  when  they  came  to  America 
and  became  residents  of  Erie  County,  where  their  marriage  was  solem- 
iMzeil.  Here  the  fathei-.  Andrew  llntteidocher,  purchased  the  land  consti- 
tuting the  pi-esent  Bruns  liomestead,  and  liere  lie  lieeame  one  of  tlie  sub- 
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stantial  farmers  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Erie  County,  M'liere  he 
still  maintains  his  home,  his  eighty-fourth  birthday  auniversai-T,-  having 
been  celebrated  in  August,  1915,  and  his  physical  and  mental  po«-er  being 
retained  to  a  wonderful  tlegree.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  as  was  also  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  about  twenty 
years  ago,  when  she  was  somewhat  more  than  sixty-five  years  of  age. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huttenlocher  became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  all  of  whom  are  married  and  well 
established  in  life.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Bruns  have  two  children,  the  elder  of 
whom  is  Andrew  H.,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1886  and  who  is  a  jDro- 
gressive  and  successful  farmer  in  Berlin  Township,  this  county.'  He 
inarried  Miss  Helen  Coal,  of  Norwalk,  Huron  County,  and  their  only 
child,  Esther,  was  born  in  1912.  Edith  Leota  Bruns  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
French,  a  prosperous  young  farmer  of  Lenawee  County,  aiichigau,  and 
they  have  two  daughters,  Arline  E.,  who  was  born  June  3,  1913,  and  Ruth 
L.,  born  ]\lay  3,  1915.  Mv.  and  ilrs.  Bruns  are  earnest  communicant.s 
and  active  workers  in  the  Evangelical  Church  in  the  Village  of  Huron, 
and  he  is  an  officer  in  the  same.  He  is  a  citizen  of  broad  views  and  utmost 
civic  loyalty,  and  is  ever  ready  to  lend  his  co-operation  in  the  furtherance 
of  measures  and  material  enterprises  tending  to  advance  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community.  Though  never  animated  by  aught  of  ambition 
for  political  office  he  is  found  staunchly  arrayed  in  the  ranks  of  the  repul)- 
lican  party  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  its  cause.  The  attractive  family 
home  is  known  for  its  generous  and  unostentatious  hos]5itality  and  is  a 
favorite  rendezvous  for  the  many  friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruns. 

Louis  W.  Scheid.  One  of  the  most  progressive  representatives  of  the 
agi-icultural  interests  of  Erie  County,  Louis  W.  Scheid  has  worked  his 
way  to  a  position  of  independence  and  prominence  solely  through  his  own 
efforts.  He  started  in  life  with  only  a  good  constitution  and  a  resolute 
determination  to  get  to  the  front,  and  his  successful  career  as  a  farmer  of 
Huron  Township  furnishes  a  strong  incentive  to  the  a.spii-ing  element  of 
the  rising  generation  to  follow  his  example. 

Mr.  Scheid  was  born  on  the  old  family  homestead  in  Oxford  Township, 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  August  28,  1873,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Catherine 
(Heuser)  Scheid.  His  father  was  born  July  31,  1834,  in  Germany,  and 
in  1852  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  brother  William,  on  a  sailing 
vessel,  which  made  port  at  New  York  City.  Prom  the  metropolis  the 
brothers  made  their  way  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  but  shortly  thereafter 
came  to  Erie  County,  and  purchased  wild  land  at  Spears  Corners,  one 
mile  west  of  the  Bloomiugville  Road,  where  they  continued  to  pass  the 
remaining  years  of  their  lives,  and  died  to  a  day  within  fifty  weeks  of 
each  other,  Peter  Scheid  passing  away  October  22,  1905.  Before  leaving 
Huron  County  they  had  sent  for  their  parents  and  their  brother  Charles, 
and  after  their  arrival  Charles  Scheid  located  on  a  farm  near  Pontiac, 
where  he  still  lives  and  where  his  parents  died  in  advanced  years.  Peter 
Scheid  liecame  one  of  Oxfoi-d  Township's  most  industrious  and  energetic 
men,  and  it  was  not  long  before  his  influence  began  to  be  felt  in  the  com- 
munity. He  was  successful  as  a  farmer,  and  erected  substantial  buildings 
and  a  fine  home  on  his  property,  thus  contributing  to  the  uiibuikling  and 
development  of  his  adopted  locality.  A  consistent  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran faith,  after  coming  to  Oxford  Township  he  assisted  to  organize  the 
Saint  John's  Lutheran  Church  of  Union  Corners,  of  which  he  and  Mi-s. 
Scheid  became  charter  membei's,  and  of  which  he  continued  as  an  official 
tliroughout  his  life.  A  stalwart  democrat  in  politics,  he  was  frequently 
called  to  office  by  hLs  fellow  citizens  who  recognized  and  appreciated  his 
sterling  worth  of  character,  and  for  twenty  years  served  as  treasurer  of 
the  townshiji,  in  addition  to  acting  for  a  long  period  in  the  capacity  of 
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township  trustee.  His  record  as  agriculturist,  citizen  and  public  official 
was  one  on  which  there  is  not  the  slightest  stain  or  blemish,  and  when  he 
died  he  left  to  his  children  the  priceless  heritage  of  an  honored  name.  Mr. 
Scheid  was  married  at  Poutiac,  Huron  County,  Ohio,  to  Aiiss  Catherine 
Heuser,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  Aiareh  6,  lb42,  and  was  eleven  years  of 
age  when  she  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Heuser.  They  located  at  JPontiae.  The  father  died  in  11)01,  in  Ox- 
ford Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty-tive  years,  he  hav- 
ing passed  his  last  years  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Scheid,  who  was  his  only 
child.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  a  democrat  in 
politics.  Mrs.  Heuser  died  in  1875,  aged  sixty  years.  Since  her  hus- 
band's death,  in  1905,  J\lrs.  Scheid  has  lived  in  the  town  of  Milan,  Ohio, 
and  is  still  hale  and  hearty  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  Of  the 
ten  children  of  Peter  and  Catherine  Scheid,  one  died  in  infancy,  JMrs. 
Robert  Streck  died  in  June,  1918,  leaving  issue,  and  Miss  Amanda  passed 
away  in  January,  1915,  while  seven  children  survive. 

Louis  AY.  Scheid  was  the  youngest  but  two  of  his  parents'  children, 
and  grew  up  on  the  fai'm  in  Oxford  Township.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  locality  and  spent  the  summer  mouths  in  work  on 
the  home  farm,  so  that  he  came  to  manhood  alert  in  mind  and  strong  and 
active  in  body,  an  equipment  with  which  he  has  since  worked  his  way 
to  a  comfortable  compr'tfiicp.  A  large  part  of  his  education  has  been  self 
acquired,  by  stu(l.\ .  ulisi  rx.iiiun  and  experience,  and  this  has  given  i\ir. 
Scheid  a  broad  ami  i-(,iii[)rrliciisive  outlook  on  life.  Prom  the  outset  of 
his  career  Mr.  Scheiel  provr^l  himself  a  hard  and  industrious  worker,  cap- 
able of  making  money  out  of  his  ventures  and  equally  capable  of  turning 
his  earnings  to  good  use.  In  1901  he  purchased  his  present  tine  property, 
located  on  South  Main  Street  (sometimes  called  Sand  Road)  in  Huron 
Township,  three  miles  south  of  Huron.  This  large  estate  is  highly  im- 
proved and  contains  a  variety  of  soils,  all  productive,  a  part  being  a 
sandy  loam,  some  a  clay  mixed  and  the  greater  part  a  level  stretch  of 
black  and  very  fertile  loam.  Here  he  grows  immense  crops  of  corn, 
wheat,  oats,  barley  and  potatoes,  of  which  he  feeds  all  except  his  wheat 
and  potatoes  to  his  horses,  mules,  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep,  for  Mr.  Scheitl 
has  engaged  largely  in  stoekraising,  a  department  in  which  he  has  gained 
excellent  success.  He  is  a  practical  farmer,  using  the  old  and  tried  meth- 
ods where  they  pi'ove  worthy,  but  always  being  ready  to  give  a  trial  to  the 
modern  ways  of  farming.  He  believes  in  rotation  of  stock  and  in  tlie  use 
of  modern  machinery,  and  his  opinion  is  frequently  sought  in  agricultural 
matters,  particularly  in  connection  with  cattle,  of  which  he  is  an  acknowl- 
edged .judge.  After  losing  two  residences  by  fire,  Mr.  Scheid  built  his 
present  beautiful  home,  erected  after  the  cottage  style,  of  concrete  to  the 
second  tioor  and  then  of  frame.  Situated  on  a  pleasant  rise  of  land,  it 
overlooks  the  surrounding  country,  and  gives  a  partictilarly  pleasing  ap- 
pearance to  the  farm.  The  other  buildings  include  his  large  gi-ain  and 
feed  barn,  40x90  tVot,  horse  liarii.  :M\xM)  feet,  and  row  l)nrn,  30x40  feet, 
all  of  which  are  e'liiipiHil  «  itii  ilir  l.ilist  modiin  i-mivi  nimees  and  appli- 
ances. A  broad-iiiimlril,  Ilmi'Iv  ^nnl  virilr  iiuiii,  .Mi-.  Scheid  thinks  well 
of  life,  desires  others  to  do  likewise,  and,  luuin^  .sueeceiied  liiin.self,  is 
anxious  to  see  his  fellows  gain  prosperity.  lie  is  a  confirmed  member  oL' 
Saint  John's  Lutheran  Church,  at  Union  Corners,  and  his  wife  attends 
that  chiii'ch.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  but  not  a  politician.  Frater- 
nally he  is  an  enthusiastic  ilason,  and  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
]\Iarks  Blue  Lodge  No.  ;359.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Milan  Chapter,  and  Sandusky 
Council  No.  26,  in  all  of  whii-h  he  lias  numerotis  friends. '  As  a  citizen  he 
has  performed  his  duties  .md  ivsiioiisibilities  faithfully  and  well,  and 
every  movement  for  the  L;rih'i;il  wrll'are  finds  in  him  a  hearty  co-operator 
and  "supporter.    He  has  woven  eduipaetly  and  well  the  strands  of  his  life, 
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and  has  surrounded  those  dependent   upon   him   with   educational  and 
general  advantages. 

Mr.  Seheid  was  married  at  Huron,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Pearl  Starr,  who  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  this  townsliip,  being  a  graduate  of  Huron 
High  School  and  a  daughter  of  John  Starr,'a  sketch  of  whose  life  will  be 
found  ou  another  page  of  this  work.  Five  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union  :  Cornelius,  aged  thirteen  years,  who  is  in  eighth  grade  at  the 
public  school ;  ilarion,  aged  eleven,  in  the  sixth  grade ;  Inez,  aged  eight 
years ;  and  John  P.  and  Peter  Louis,  twins,  the  former  aged  five  years, 
and  the  latter  of  whom  died  when  three  months  old. 

George  J.  Sage.  Tliis  representative  agriculturist  of  Erie  Oounty  has 
satisfaction  in  claiming  Erie  County  as  the  phu-c  of  his  nativity  and  \ii'- 
tually  his  entire  life  has  been  pas.sed  in  Huron  Tow  usliiii,  his  liiiili  IkinIii,!.'' 
occurred  in  the  village  of  Huron,  on  the  8d  of  .March,  is.'.l).  and  his  carlv- 
education  having  been  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  this  county,  wliich 
has  always  been  his  home  and  which  is  endeared  to  him  by  the  gracious 
memories  and  associations  of  the  past  as  well  as  by  the  opportunities  he 
ha-s  here  found  for  successful  .  im  i|iiise  as  a  farmer  and  stoekgrower,  his 
present  well  improved  faim  1>>  in-  a  hirge  part  of  the  tract  of  land  that 
was  here  purchased  by  his  latin  r  nujre  than  half  a  century  ago.  'Mr. 
Sage  is  a  scion  of  staunch  New  England  stock,  and  the  family  was  there 
founded  in  the  early  colonial  epoch  of  our  national  history,  the  late  Rus- 
sell Sage,  the  great  New  York  capitalist,  having  been  a  scion  of  another 
branch  of  the  same  family.  The  paternal  great-grandparents  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  were  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut,  and  it  is  sup- 
pcsed  that  they  passed  the  closing  period  of  their  lives  in  Virginia,  thougli 
the  meager  family  records  do  not  give  absolute  assurance  of  this  fact. 
The  grandfather,  George  Sage,  was  but  thirty -eight  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  his  widow,  Lucy,  passed  her  last  days  in  the  home 
of  her  son,  William  G.  Sage,  at  Huron,  Ohio,  where  she  died  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  seventy-five  years,  after  a  widowhood  of  many  years,  during 
which  she  ever  paid  loyal  fealty  to  the  memory  of  the  husband  of  her 
youth.  Of  their  children  the  eldest  was  AVilliam  G-,  father  of  him  whose 
name  initiates  this  review;  Edwin  and  Ivlward  were  twins  and  both  are 
deceased,  and  there  were  several  ntlier  rhiulren,  including  Harriet,  Lucy. 
Orrin,  Charles  and  Louisa,  all  of  wliom  married  and  reared  children.  Of 
this  numerous  family  of  children  only  two  are  now  living,  ]\Irs.  Louisa 
Case,  who  resides  in  Indiana,  in  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Colby, 
whose  husband  is  a  clergyman,  and  Charles,  who  is  a  carpenter  and  lives 
with  his  daughter  in  "Wood  County,  Ohio. 

William  George  Sage  was  born  in  the  City  of  Winham,  Connecticut, 
on  the  21st  of  October,  1822,  and  was  a  mere  boy  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death.  The  family  was  left  in  straitened  circumstances  and, 
as  the  eldest  of  the  children,  he  early  assumed  heavy  responsibilities  in 
caring  for  the  younger  children  and  the  widowed  mother,  who  ever  re- 
ceived his  deepest  filial  love  and  solicitude  and  who  passed  her  declining 
years  in  his  home,  as  previou.sly  noted  in  this  context.  From  Connecticut 
the  family  finally  removed  to  Virginia,  and  there  William  G.  encountered 
many  hardships  and  vicissitudes  in  providing  for  his  widowed  mother 
and  the  younger  children.  They  lived  in  a  primitive  log  cabin  for  a 
number  of  years  and  in  the  meanwhile  William  G.  put  forth  every  pos- 
sible effort  to  win  independence  and  at  least  a  fair  measure  of  prosperity. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  through  his  .skilled  work  at  his 
trade  he  laid  the  foundation  for  his  future  success.  In  the  early  '40s 
he  brought  the  family  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  he  left  his  mother 
and  the  other  children  on  a  small  farm  near  Vermilion  and  personally 
went  to  the  City  of  Toledo,  where  he  eventually  developed  an  excellent 
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business  as  a  coutraL-tor  and  builder,  the  memorable  seourge  of  eholera 
having  visited  Ohio  and  caused  severe  ravages  in  Toledo  while  he  was 
a,  resident  of  that  city,  but  his  having  been  the  good  fortune  to  escape 
unscathed.  In  the  meanwhile  he  had  married,  in  Erie  County,  iliss  Isabel 
Douglass,  who  was  born  at  Lancaster,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and 
who  was  young  at  the  time  when  she  came  to  Erie  County,  further  record 
concerning  the  family  beinu-  given  on  othpr  pages  of  this  publication,  in 
the  sketch  of  the  career  of  Ik  r  ludtlnr.  .hnncs  Douglass.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mx-.  Sage  continued  liis  l.iisinr.ss  (i|iriatiou  at  Toledo  for  some  time 
and  later  he  became  assotinl.'d  wiih  Hh-  Imitliers  of  his  wife  in  the  tisliing 
industry  on  Lake  .Mirhiuan,  tin  u-  li(%i(|.|ii:irters  having  been  maintaiiu'd 
at  Manitowoc  and  Twn  Uimis,  W  iscmisni.  for  some  time,  and  their  oper- 
ations having  also  been  carru'd  un  at  Wliitelish  Point  and  other  lake  ports 
of  that  state.  After  a  few  years  of  identilicatiou  with  this  line  of  enter- 
prise Mr.  Sage  returned  to  Ohio,  where  he  became  associated  with  Cjriis 
N.  Davis  in  the  same  line  of  business  from  Lake  Erie  ports.  Success  liei'e 
attended  his  undez-takings  and  he  continued  his  alliance  with  the  fishing 
industry  several  years,  the  while  the  family  home  was  maintained  in  the 
Village  of  Huron,  where  he  long  continued  to  reside,  though  the  last  few 
years  of  his  long  and  iLseful  life  were  passed  in  well  earned  i-etiremeiit 
and  in  the  home  of  his  son,  George  J.,  of  this  review,  one  and  one-half 
miles  from  the  village  mentioned. .  This  homestead,  where  he  died  on  the 
20th  of  January,  1898,  at  the  age  of  about  seventy-tive  years,  is  the 
present  home  of  his  son,  George  J.,  the  property  having  been  purchased 
by  himself  on  the  4th  of  March,  1860.  Here  his  loved  wife  likewise 
passed  the  gracious  evening  of  her  life,  and  she  was  summoned  to  eternal 
rest  on  the  13th  of  June,  1912,  at  a  venerable  age.  Both  were  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  this  part  of  Ohio  and  their  names  merit 
enduring  place  on  the  roll  of  the  stei'ling  and  honored  pioneers  of  Erie 
County. 

The  present  homestead  farm  of  George  J.  Sage  comprises  seventy-five 
acres  of  most  fertile  and  arable  land  and  the  same  includes  nearly  all  of 
the  original  tract  purchased  by  his  father  in  1S60.  The  fine  place  is 
attractively  situated  between  the  Berlin  and  Lake  highways,  with  front- 
age on  each  of  these  roads,  and  the  residence,  an  attractive  house  of  seven 
rooms  is  in  proximity  to  the  Berlin  Road,  with  a  commanding  view  of 
the  lake  and  harbor.  *  jMr.  Sage  has  made  excilli-nt  improvements  on  his 
land  and  has  proved  himself  one  of  tlic  tliiift\-,  jirogressive  and  success- 
ful farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  his  nalivi'  townsliip,  where  he  manifests 
deep  interest  in  all  that  touches  the  cunumuial  welfare,  though  never  a 
seeker  of  office,  insistent  partisanship  being  not  obsen^ed  by  him  in  poli- 
tics, as  he  prefers  to  give  his  support  to  men  and  measures  meeting  the 
afiproval  of  his  judgment.  He  and  his  wife  are  communicants  of  Christ 
Cliurcli,  Protestant  Episcopal,  in  the  Village  of  Huron,  and  tbiTc  also  he 
is  alliliated  with  Marks  Lodge,  No.  359,  Free  and  Acccptcil  Masuns. 

in  1S83,  in  Milan  Township,  this  cnnnty,  was  snlonmi/rd  ili.'  marriage 
of  Mr.  Sage  to  Miss  Clara  A.  Cuniininus,  who  was  lioi-n  in  the  {;ity  of 
Toledo,  on  the  4th  of  August,  ISCI.  and  whos,.  j.aivm.s  passed  the  closing 
years  of  their  lives  in  Milan  Township,  where  tiny  established  then-  resi- 
dence in  the  spring  of  1883.  Mrs.  Sage  was  afforded  the  advantages  of 
the  public  schools,  and  was  a  .student  in  the  Huron  High  School  whih> 
ix'sidinir  in  fhis  village  in  the  home  of  her  aunt.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Jaiiirs  ami  Charlotte  E.  (Stephens)  Cummiugs,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  at  Sullivan.  Ashland  County,  this  state,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1830. 
and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born" at  Bellevue,  Huron  County,  on  tiie  17tli 
of  February  of  the  same  year.  Mrs.  Cummings  was  called  to  the  life  ctei' 
nal  on  the  5th  of  December,  1906,  and  her  husband  tli.l  not  lorn:  survive 
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her,  as  lie  passed  away  on  the  18th  of  June,  1909.  Mr.  Cumniiugs  devoted 
the  major  i^art  of  his  active  life  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  connection 
with  which  he  attained  to  definite  success.  He  was  one  of  the  argonauts 
who  made  their  waj^  to  the  newly  discovered  gold  fields  of  California,  in 
1849,  and  was  a  youth  when  he  thus  endured  the  hardships  and  perils 
incidental  to  the  long  and  weary  journey  across  the  plains  to  the  New 
Eldorado.  He  was  identified  with  mining  in  California  and  Nevada,  and 
after  returning  to  the  East  he  finally  went  again  to  the  Pacific  Coast, 
making  the  trijD  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  remaining  a  few 
years,  this  second  venture  into  the  di.stant  and  isolated  State  of  California 
having  been  made  principally  fm-  ilic  licii.  lit  dl'  liis  hi';ilih  and  his  second 
return  trip  to  the  East  having  hecu  madr  ai'tt  r  the  i.:onii)letion  and  by  the 
medium  of  the  Southei'n  Pacific  Railroad.  On  liis  first  trip  to  California 
lie  had  driven  a  number  of  cattle  across  the  plains  and  upon  his  arrival 
at  his  destination  he  was  enabled  to  dispose  of  this  stock  at  very  high 
prices.  Mrs.  Cummings  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  "and  Alary  (Meny) 
Stephens  and  she  was  a  young  woman  at  the  time  when  her  parents  estab- 
lished their  home  in  Milan  Township,  Erie  County,  upon  their  removal 
from  Huron  County,  her  mother  Imving  been  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
Merry,  who  was  one  of  the  honored  and  influential  pioneers  of  Erie 
County  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  village  of  Milan.  Ebenezer  Merry 
made  the  trip  from  Mentor,  Lake  County,  to  what  is  now  Erie  Coiinty 
by  mrans  of  ox  teams,  with  which  he  traversed  swamps  and  densely  tim- 
bered districts  and  became  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  in  Milan  Town- 
ship, where  he  laid  out  the  Village  of  Jlilan  at  a  time  when  the  Indians 
were  much  in  evidence  in  this  part  of  the  historic  old  Western  Ri-servc. 
At  Milan  he  built  and  placed  in  operations  one  of  the  first  grist  mills  in 
Erie  County,  and  his  versatility  of  talent  made  him  specially  infiuential 
and  valued  in  the  pioneer  community.  His  hospitable  home  was  tin-  \i)vd\ 
inn  for  the  stranger  and  wayfarer,  and  in  the  same  he  kept  his  col)bkr's 
bench  and  appurtenances,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  means  of  mend- 
ing the  footwear  of  his  neighbors,  besides  which  he  showed  his  skill  to 
a  higher  degree  by  frequentl.y  manufacturing  boots  and  shoes  by  the  old- 
time  fashion  of  hand  work.  His  little  log  house  was  the  first  in  the  locality 
to  be  equipped  with  glass  windows  and  he  otherwise  stood  remarkable 
for  his  progressiveness  under  the  conditions  that  then  obtained. 

Jacob  Stephens  was  born  November  1,  1799,  presumably  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  and  his  death  occurred  January  19,  1841.  His  wife  was 
born  November  14,  1803,  and  was  of  venerable  age  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  Jacob  Stephens  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Stephens,  who  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  in  1756,  and  who  was  a  pioneer  citizen  of  Ohio  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  Brooks,  having  been 
a  native  of  Boston  and  a  member  of  a  family  which  had  prominent  repre- 
sentatives in  the  historic  "Boston  Tea  Party."  She  was  born  April  4, 
1757,  and  died  June  30, 1842. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sage  have  but  one  child,  William  C,  who  was  born 
January  28,  1888,  and  who  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  Oberlin  Col- 
lege and  also  of  Purdue  University,  at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  in  which  latter 
institution  he  completed  a  thorough  course  in  electrical  engineering  and 
was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1910.  Thereafter  he  was  for 
two  years  in  the  employ  of  the  General  Electi-ic  Company,  at  Schenectady, 
New  York,  and  this  great  corporation  then  sent  him  to  the  city  of  San 
Francisco,  where  he  now  has  charge  of  the  ]\Iotor  Control  out  of  that 
branch  office.  At  Vermilion,  South  Dakota,  w-as  solemnized  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Edna  I.  Cromer,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Jeremiah  Cromer,  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Congregational  Church.  The  one  child  of  this  marriage  is 
Ellen  C,  who  was  born  Januai-y  3,  1913. 
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Henry  Shirley.  Of  all  the  Great  Lakes,  Erie  is  foremost  in  the  pro- 
duction of  fish  on  a  commercial  scale.  Many  firms  have  been  engaged  in 
this  industry  and  around  the  lake  shore  can  be  found  hundreds  of  the 
well  known  and  substantial  families  whose  activities  have  been  mainly 
directed  to  this  branch  of  business.  Of  the  many  men  and  families  whose 
activities  cnniicct  them  socially  with  Lake  Erie  and  its  primary  industry 
at  Iliirnii.  iKHic  ;\rr  |(i  rhaps  better  known  or  more  prominent  than  the 
Shii'lc\  s.  Shii-lfv  is  a  iiaiiic  that  goes  back  into  the  earliest  history  of  this 
section  of  Kiii-  Coiiiily  and  the  firm  of  Shirley  Brothers  have  some 
special  (list  iint  ions  as  lisiiermen  and  they  and  their  family  deserve  special 
mention  in  tli"  [la^vs  of  this  pulilication.  The  firm  comprises  Henry 
Shirle.\  and  his  iirotlicr,  Orley  W.,  both  tried  and  experienced  veterans 
of  the  fishing  industry.  Both  have  been  identified  with  the  pursuit  more 
or  less  actively  since  they  were  fourteen  years  of  age.  For  the  past  ten 
years  they  have  been  independently  operating  and  have  at  Huron  well- 
equipped  quarters,  formerly  the  twine  and  fish  house  of  the  Kishman 
Company.  Both  men  are  masters  of  their  trade,  and  are  skilled  not  only 
in  the  practical  business  of  fishing  in  the  deep  waters  of  Lake  Erie  but 
also  in  the  details  of  their  industry  as  net  makers,  and  like  many  other 
fishermen  around  the  lake,  they  manufacture  all  their  own  equipment. 
They  own  and  operate  a  fine  fishing  boat  and  deserve  much  commenda- 
tion for  their  success. 

Only  a  few  people  understand  the  general  methods  of  the  commercial 
fisherman  in  Lake  Erie,  and  as  a  result  of  this  lack  of  knowledge  many 
niiseonceptions  lia\r  arisen  ami  in  some  cases  have  resulted  in  an  unwise 
interference  with  tlu'  snlistani  iai  Imsiness  of  those  who  pursue  this  work 
as  a  means  of  li\'i'iilioo(l.  The  Siiirley  Brothers  operate  eighteen  double- 
tunnel  traji  nets  of  the  Earl  pattei'n,  better  known  among  fishermen  as 
tiie  hell-devil  ti'ap  net.  The  word  "trap"  as  applied  to  this  net  has 
pro\  ed  unfortunate,  since  it  has  been  the  cause  of  institution  of  a  number 
of  measures  in  the  Legislature  to  prevent  fishing  by  any  means  employ- 
ing devices  that  could  in  any  way  be  called  traps.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
this  type  of  net  is  in  practical  use  the  most  humane  method  of  taking  fish. 
The  entrance  of  the  net  is  in  heart  shape,  from  which  the  fish  enter  the 
long  leads  extending  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-four  rods  in  length,  and 
thence  pass  through  tunnels  into  a  "crib"  about  twelve  feet  long  by  seven 
or  nine  feet  wide,  and  then  by  other  tunnels  continue,  on  into  another 
crib,  where  unable  to  proceed  further,  they  must  remain  captive  until 
the  net  and  its  contents  are  raised  to  the  boats.  In  passing  into  these 
cribs  the  fish  go  through  tunnels  which  extend  about  two-thirds  of  the 
length  of  the  cribs,  and  while  entrance  is  easy,  the  fish  never  find  exit 
through  the  noses  of  these  tunnels,  and  as  it  is  the  nature  of  fish  to  seek 
the  deepest   water,  tliey  innnediat.'l.x ,  aller  entering  the  nose  toward  the 

top  of  the  eiili.  sink  (l(i\vn  lo  llie  lioll and  r>iMaiii  there.    Like  all  other 

firms  engaged  in  fishing  on  extensive  scale  with  nets,  the  Shirley  Brothers 
pay  a  large  annual  revenue  to  the  Government  for  the  privilege.  They 
keep  their  nets  and  boats  in  operation  about  eight  months  of  the  year, 
beginning  in  March  and  continuing  until  late  in  the  fall.  They  handle 
many  tons  of  fish  every  year,  and  this  product  is  distributed  to  the  retail 
trade  all  over  the  country. 

The  Shirley  Brothers  were  both  born  in  the  same  house  in  the  \'illage 
of  Huron.  Tlicre  were  nine  other  brothers  and  one  sister.  These  brothers 
now  occupy  one  home  on  Center  Street.  Henry  was  born  August  14. 
1S5fi,  and  ids  brother,  Orley  W.,  on  March  13.  1863.  Both  were  reared 
and  edneated  in  the  village  and  have  always  lived  in  Huron.  Since  he 
was  I'ourteen  years  old  Henry  Shirley  has  practically  lived  on  and  close 
to  the  edge  of  Lake  Erie,  the  greatest  body  of  fishing  waters  in  the  world. 
Orley  likewise  began  when  a  boy  as  a  fi.siiermaii.  but  s\dise(|uently  sjient 
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a  part  of  each  year  from  1885  to  1910  as  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes. 
Since  1910  he  has  been  actively  identified  with  his  brother  in  the  above 
firm.    Orley  is  unmarried,  and  makes  his  home  with  his  brother  Henry. 

The  early  record  of  the  Shirley  family  in  Hnron  is  of  particular 
interest  to  any  historical  account.  The  grandfatli^r,  Abitha  Shirley,  was 
one  of  the  first  pioneers  in  Huron,  having  located  iu  this  part  of  Northern 
Ohio  in  the  early  years'  of  the  last  century.  He  did  much  to  keep  up 
the  activities  and  to  build  up  the  early  town,  having  conducted  one  of 
the  first  inns  or  hotels,  and  having  secured  a  large  tract  of  land,  all  now 
in  the  corporation  limits,  donated  a  block  for  town  purposes,  and  on  that 
site  the  present  town  hall  stands.  He  was  a  man  of  prominence,  and  in 
his  character  and  activities  was  a  fine  type  of  the  early  settler.  His 
death  occurred  as  a  result  of  the  plague  of  cholera  in  1834.  He  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  possibly  in  the  Village  of  Shirley,  and  was  one  of  the 
New  Kiiiil;iii(li'rs  who  came  oiit  to  occupy  a  portion  of  the  "fire  lands"  in 
the  W.'slciii  K'cserve  not  long  after  the  War  of  1812.  One  of  his  daugh- 
ters, iiaiiH'd  S:irali,  was  born  on  the  peninsula  off  the  shore  of  Huron  in 
Erie  County  as  early  as  1815.  This  daughter  died  after  her  marriage  to 
Charles  Atwater.  Abitha  Shirley  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  long  since  deceased. 

Barton  Shirley,  one  of  the  younger  of  the  children,  and  the  father  of 
Shirley  Brothers,  was  born  in  Huron,  February  23,  1825.  The  date  of 
his  birth  of  itself  indicates  an  extraordinarily  early  residence  of  the 
family  in  this  community.  The  presence  of  Lake  Erie  early  attracted  his 
energies,  and  he  spent  practically  all  his  active  life  as  a  fisherman.  His 
death  occurred  on  New  Year's  Eve  in  1887.  He  was  married  in  Erie 
County  to  Rhoda  Martin,  who  was  liorn  near  Montreal,  Caniuhi.  .iml  when 
a  small  girl  was  brought  to  Huron  by  her  parents,  Francis  jnd  Anuvlinc 
(Lafayette)  Martin.  Her  parents  were  of  French  parentiiu.'  iind  liutli 
natives  of  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ]\Iartin  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  in 
Erie  County  and  died  when  quite  old.  Prank  Martin,  a  brother  of  Mr. 
Shirley's  mother,  lives  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  now  ninet.v  years  old. 
the  last  of  that  old  pioneer  family  of  Martins.  He  was  born  near  IMont- 
real,  Canada.  Rhoda  Shirley  survived  her  husband  and  died  in  Huron 
in  1908  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  She  was  an  attendant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  both  the  Shirley  and  Martin  families  were  early 
whigs  and  later  republicans. 

Mr.  Henrv  Shirlev  was  married  in  Huron,  Ohio,  in  1888  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  C.  Kritzer. '  She  was  born  in  Erie  County,  July  8,  1868,  and 
was  educated  in  the  locality  of  her  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shirley  have  six 
cliildren :  Milton  J.,  now  twenty-six  years  of  age,  is  a  fisherman ;  Munson 
C,  aged  twentv-four,  is  a  cement  worker,  and  still  unmarried;  IManola 
is  the  wife  of  Basil  Doane,  of  Detroit,  Michigan ;  Gladys,  who  like  the 
other  daughters,  has  been-  liberally  educated,  is  a  member  of  the  high 
school  class  of  1915 ;  Abbie  is  now  in  the  first  grade  of  the  high  school : 
and  Elnora,  the  youngest,  is  also  in  school. 

Fred  H.  Washburn.  The  value  of  a  usefiU  occupation,  of  making 
one's  energy  count  toward  one  thing,  of  forging  steadily  and  energetically 
ahead  regardless  of  obstacles  and  discouragements,  found  expression  in 
the  life  of  the  late  Fred  H.  Washburn,  who  for  a  number  of  vears  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Huron  Township.  Mr.  Washburn 
squared  his  account  with  the  world  in  a  manly  and  honest  way,  and  when 
he  died,  Julv  10.  1908,  it  was  felt  that  the  community  owed  him  much 
for  the  lesson  in  faithfulness  and  thoroughness  taught  by  his  success. 

Fred  H.  Washburn  was  born  near  j\Iilan,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  on  the 
old  Washburn  homestead,  January  28,  1866.  the  third  child  of  his  par- 
ents, the  other  two  children  being  Theodore  R..  Avho  still  resides  at  :\hlan. 
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is  married  aud  has  two  sons;  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Cutler,  living  on  the  old 
homestead,  who  has  no  children.  jMr.  Washburn  was  given  good  educa- 
tional advantages  in  his  youth,  attending  the  public  schools  of  ]Milau  and 
the  Milan  Normal  School,  and  was  brought  up  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
in  which  he  was  engaged  throughout  his  life.  After  his  marriage  he  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  in  Milan  Townshiji,  wli.ic  he  resided  for  ten  years,  there 
making  some  general  improveininls.  iiii-liiding  the  erection  of  a  home, 
which  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  wliii-li  lir  .subsequently  replaced.  In 
1905  Mr.  Washburn  disposed  of  his  interests  in  Milan  Township  and  came 
to  Ilui-on  Township,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  224  acres  of  fine  land, 
located  on  South  Main  Street,  two  miles  south  of  the  Village  of  Huron. 
This  continued  to  be  his  home  during  the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  and 
although  he  died  when  only  forty-two  years  of  age,  he  had  already  at- 
tained what  it  takes  many  men  a  lifetime  to  accomplish.  Twin  Foplai-s 
Farm,  named  for  the  two  magnificent  poplar  trees  which  stand  in  the 
front  yard,  is  a  valuable  property,  its  soil  being  a  loam  with  a  sab-soil 
of  clay,  suitable  for  raising  coi-n,  wheat  and  oats,  and  frequently  pro- 
ducing 3,000  bushels  of  each.  While  the  ma.jority  of  the  property  was 
l)ut  under  cultivation  by  ^Ir.  Washburn  there  is  still  a  good  growth  of 
tindicr,  some  si.xty  acres.  The  house,  a  large  commodious  residence 
painted  white,  contains  twelve  rooms,  fitted  with  every  comfort  and  con- 
venience, while  the  other  buildings  include  a  large  bank  barn,  40.^60  feet, 
for  stock  and  grain,  a  modem  buggj',  automobile  and  tool  shed,  a  corn 
ci-ib  aceommodatiny  2,'>(H)  Imslii'ls  of  corn,  and  a  roomy  c'liicken  house  and 
other  buildings.  .a1i'.  \V;islil]iini  ni:i(le  somewhat  of  a  specialty  of  chickens 
and  other  poultry  ;inil  always  l<ept  llie  best  breed.  He  was  known  as  one 
of  the  most  practical,  progressive  and  intelligent  agriculturists  of  his 
locality  and  was  a  firm  believer  in  modern  metliods  and  improved  machin- 
ery, and  in  his  death  Erie  County  lost  one  of  its  firmest  supporters  of 
the  elevation  of  agricultural  standards.  As  a  citizen  he  took  a  leading 
part  in  movements  promising  the  betterment  of  his  community,  and 
among  his  acquaintances  and  business  as.sociates  he  was  known  as  a  man 
of  the  highest  integrity,  whose  transactions  were  always  carried  on  in  an 
honorable  and  straightforward  manner.  In  politics  he  was  a  repiiblican, 
and  his  religious  connection  was  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  wliile 
fraternally  he  affiliated  with  Erie  Lodge  No.  239,  F.  &  A.  :\1..  and  Ilic 
P.  of  H.  ' 

On  December  24,  1890,  Mr.  Washburn  was  united  in  marriagi'  wirli 
J\Iiss  Emma  Heimburger,  at  the  bride's  home  in  Huron  Town.ship,  where 
she  was  born  February  4,  1868,  a  daughter  of  William  Heimburger,  a 
well  Imown  agriculturist  of  Huron  Townsliip,  where  he  still  resides.  The 
eldest  ..f  liei-  parents-  cliildren.  slie  was  e.lneaf.-d  in  tlie  selioels  of  this 
townslii|,  ami  -ivw  up  and  was  niaia-ie,!  Iiere.  and  sine  he,'  liusband's 
death  has  hern  cn.ln.-l  in-'  the  farm  in  a  manner  that  .shows  she  is  pos- 
sessi'.l  (if  mneh  business  ability.  Four  childi-en  were  horn  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Washhnrn:  Walter  H.,  bom  in  1892,  educated  in  tlie  graded  and 
high  sehddls  and  a  business  college,  and  now  residing  at  home  with  his 
mother,  still  single  and  a  member  of  :\larks  Lodge  No.  639.  F.  &  A.  M.- 
George  T.,  born  January  14,  1896,  who  gradmited  from  the  Huron  High 
School  in  1914;  Edith  jMarion,  born  Ai)ril  15.  1897,  and  now  a  .iuni^r 
at  the  Huron  High  School;  and  Dorothy  Ix>na,  born  Febrnar.\-  l:i.  190.".. 
who  is  in  the  fifth  grade  at  the  Huron  public  .school.  :Mrs.  Wasldnirii  and 
her  children  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Joy  Diggins.  .\lthougli  tlie  lalun-s  of  Joy  Digging  belong  to  the  past 
rather  than  to  the  present  of  Erie  County,  he  having  died  Noveiulier  19. 
1898.  he  is  still  remembered  among  the  peoph'  of  Huron  Township  as  an 
indnstiicms  agriculturist  and  as  a  citizen  whose  upright  and  honest  life 
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won  him  the  esteem  and  regard  of  the  members  of  his  community.  He 
was  born  on  the  West  Huron  road,  in  Huron  Township,  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  March  27,  1857,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Ann  (Large)  Diggins. 

The  parents  of  ]\Ir.  Diggins  were  born  in  Cambi-idge,  England,  and 
belonged  to  an  old  and  honored  family  of  that  place,  where  the  name  has 
been  well  known  for  generations.  After  their  marriage,  and  the  birth 
of  one  daughter,  now  Mrs.  Mary  Purcell,  of  Perkins  Township,  they  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  and  either  in  the  late  '40s  or  early  '50s 
came  from  New  York  to  Erie  County,  Ohio.  Here  they  passed  the 
remaining  years  of  their  lives  in  agi-icultural  pursuits  in  Perkins  and 
Huron  townships,  the  mother  dying  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years  and 
the  father  when  he  was  sixty.  They  were  highly  csli'iMiicd  people  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  n-aivd  ilnif  rhildren  to 
lives  of  honest.y  and  industry.  Of  their  children,  two  still  survive:  Mrs. 
Mary  Purcell  and  Clark  Diggins.  both  residents  of  Perkins  Township. 

Joy  Diggins  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Huron  Township,  and  passed 
his  early  days  in  much  the  same  manner  as  other  Ohio  farmers'  sons 
of  that  day,  dividing  his  time  between  working  on  the  home  farm  in  the 
summer  months  and  attending  the  district  schools  during  the  winter 
terms.  He  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss  IMary  I\I.  Harris,  and  at  that 
time  they  went  to  live  on  ]Mrs.  Diggins'  farm  in  Huron  Townsliip,  where 
he  continued  to  follow  the  pursuits  of  the  soil  up  to  the  time  nl  his  ihalh. 
He  was  a  good  and  skilled  farmer,  raising  large  crops  and  iiii|>l(i\iii;_;-  llie 
latest  methods  in  his  work,  and  had  he  lived  would  doubtless  have  become 
one  of  his  locality's  successful  men.  In  politics  he  was  a  staunch  repub- 
lican, but  found  no  time  to  engage  in  public  affairs  save  to  cast  his  vote 
and  support  good  men  and  beneficial  movements.  While  Mr.  Diggins 
was  a  member  of  no  church,  the  existence  of  God  and  the  innate  divinity 
of  Christ  were  to  him  lasting  verities.  Practical  morality  was  to  him 
more  than  any  theoretical  religion,  and  it  was  this  principle  which  he 
sought  to  bring  into  his  daily  life. 

Mary  M.  Harris  was  born  on  the  old  Harris  homestead,  near  the  one 
where  she  now  lives,  in  Huron  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  June  23, 
1844;  was  here  reared  and  educated,  and  has  always  lived  in  this  com- 
munity. In  1883  she  received  her  present  farm,  a  tract  of  fifty-eight 
acres  of  good  soil,  well  dcvi'lopfd  and  having  good  improvements,  includ- 
ing a  large  barn  and  a  small  l)ut  well  constructed  and  comfortable  resi- 
dence. She  is  a  daughttr  of  William  and  Rachel  (Powell)  (Bedford) 
Harris,  whose  other  children  were  George,  William  Thomas,  Priseilla 
and  Elizabeth  Ann.  All  the  children  grew  up,  were  married  and  had 
children,  except  Priseilla,  who  was  married  but  died  without  issue.  All 
are  now  deceased  except  Mrs.  Diggins,  and  their  children  are  to  be 
found  now  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States. 

William  Harris  was  born  in  Herfordshire,  near  Kingston,  England, 
January  25,  1807.  and  his  wife  on,  the  same  date  in  180G,  at  Prestyger, 
Tlerl'ordshire.  He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Harris,  who  was  born  in  1777, 
and  brought  up  to  farming,  and  became  the  owner  of  a  small  farm  called 
the  Wold,  where  both  he  and  his  wife,  who  had  been  a  J\Iiss  Farr,  both 
passed  their  lives  and  died.  A  very  well  authenticated  tradition  of  the 
family  is  that  the  older  ancestors  were  related  to  Lord  Stanton  of  Eng- 
land. William  IM.  Hari'is  was  a  young  man  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and  sdth'd  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  in  1833.  He 
met  and  married  Jlrs.  Rarhrl  I'.cdt'ord,  nee  Powell,  in  Detroit,  Michigan, 
in  Jime.  1S32.  Slu'  had  been  married  to  William  Bedford  in  England 
and  with  him  had  i-ouie  to  America,  where  he  died.  There  were  six  chil- 
dren in  her  liist  family,  but  all  were  at  that  time  deci>ased  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one,  John  Bedford,  who  later  died  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  when 
past  eighty  years  of  age,  twice  married,  but  without  children.     After 
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their  iiuirriage,  Air.  aud  Jlrs.  Harris  settled  in  Erie  Couuty,  Ohio,  wliere 
they  secured  a  small  piece  of  laud  in  the  .southwest  part  of  Huron  Town- 
ship. Through  industry,  energy  and  good  management  they  were  able 
to  add  to  this  original  tract  trom  time  to  time  until  they  became  the 
owners  of  ^43  acres  of  rich  and  valuable  land,  on  which  they  made 
numerous  improvements.  They  lived  long,  useful  aud  active  lives, 
the  father  passing  away  April  27,  1883,  and  the  mother  October  31,  1881. 
He  <il1.nil.Ml  111,.  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  in  which  Airs.  Harris  had 
been  hapUzi  d  and  was  an  active  member,  and  in  its  work  and  movements 
in  Eni'  (  ounty  they  took  an  active  part,  donating  liberally  of  their  means 
to  its  support.  As  honest,  upright.  God-fearing  people,  doing  tiieir  dut^^ 
according  to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  they  were  much  esteemed  in  the 
community  in  which  they  lived  aud  labored  for  so  many  years.  Mr. 
Harris  was  a  stanch  republican  in  his  political  views,  but  did  not  seek 
personal  preferment,  being  content  to  spend  Jiis  life  as  a  good  agricul- 
turist and  honest  neighbor. 

To  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Diggius  there  was  born  one  daughter.  Ruby  Beatrice, 
born  November  6,  1885,  who  was  educated  in  the  graded  schools  of  Huron 
Townsliip  aud  brought  up  under  excellent  training.  She  was  married  to 
Louis  .Schuell,  who  was  born  aud  reared  in  Oxford  Township,  Erie 
County,  the  son  of  German  parents.  Mr.  Schnell  is  one  of  tlie  industrious 
agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the  covinty  and  is  engaged  in  operating  Airs. 
Diggius'  homestead.  Throughout  her  life  Airs.  Uiggius  has  been  a  hard- 
working aud  industrious  woimm,  and  has  displayed  in  a  remarkable 
degree  business  qualities  not  usually  fouud  in  her  sex.  Her  long  resi- 
dence in  Erie  Couuty  has  made  her  widely  known  here,  and  in  her 
acquaintance  she   numbers  numerous  warm   and   appreciative   friends. 

William  Starr.  Lying  on  South  Alain  Street,  one  and  oue-lialf  mik-.s 
.south  of  the  Village  of  Huron,  is  located  Overlook  Earm,  a  property  of 
eighty-five  acres  which  is  in  eveiy  way  illustrative  of  the  results  wliicli 
maj'  be  obtained  by  intelligent  and  practical  treatment  of  the  soil.  While 
not  so  large  as  some  farms  in  this  vicinity,  it  is  accounted  one  of  the  most 
valuable,  for  its  owner,  \\'illiam  Starr,  has  devoted  the  best  years  of  his 
life  to  its  cultivation  and  impruvi'in.'nt  ami  thr  i-.'siilt  of  Ins  ialinrs  justi- 
fies tlie  toil,  thought  and  care  li.'  lias  In  si.iw.mI  np.m  it.  Ali-,  Siarr,  who 
is  one  of  the  representative  agri.-ulliirists  an. I  pnMi.'-sjiint.'d  .■ilizeus  of 
Huron  Township,  has  made  his  home  on  this  pi-nprrty  for  forty-two  years, 
having  been  brought  here  by  his  father  w  h.n  hss  than  one  year  old  from 
Norwalk,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  Sejiteiiilicr  It),  1872.  His  father, 
Joseph  Starr,  was  born  iu  the  State  of  New  York,  about  the  year  1815, 
aud  was  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of  age  when  brought  to  Norwalk, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  educated,  reared  and  married.  His  wife's  first  uame 
was  Elizabeth,  but  she  died  when  her  sou,  William,  was  but  a  few  months 
old,  and  he  remembers  nothing  of  her,  her  name  having  even  been  for- 
gotten. Not  long  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  Joseph  Starr  came  to  Erie 
Couuty  aud  purchasi^.l  th.-  farm  on  whi.-li  his  son  now  lives.  It  wa.s  at 
that  time  practically  a  «  d.l.iai.ss,  llin'.'  having  been  little  clearing  made 
on  it,  but  he  workcl  faithlully  and  .■ucryvtieally,  gradually  cleared  the 
land  of  its  brush  aud  timber,  plowed  and  planted  the  land,  anil  lived  to 
see  it  develop  into  a  productive  farm  whose  golden  er()|)s  repaid  him  well 
for  his  labor.  He  continued  to  be  engaged  iu  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  his  life,  aud  died  in  1893.  Air.  Starr  did  not  aspire  to  public 
office,  but  was  content  to  pass  hi.s  life  on  his  farm,  winning  the  regard  aud 
respect  of  his  neighbors  which  are  always  the  reward  for  an  industrious 
and  well-spent  life.  Alany  of  his  old  crude  tools  aud  implements  are  still 
iu  the  possession  of  his  son,  who  cherishes  them  as  reminders  of  the  fact 
that  the  early  farmer's  lot  was  a  ditferent  one  from  that  which  confronts 
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the  agriculturist  of  today  and  as  remembrances  of  oue  of  tiie  sturdy 
pioneers  who  made  the  development  of  Erie  County  possible. 

William  fcjtarr  grew  up  amid  what  might  be  called  pioneer  surround- 
ings and  M-as  early  taught  the  value  of  hard  work  and  thrift.  While  he 
was  gaining  his  literary  education  in  the  public  school  in  the  winter 
months,  his  father  taught  him  well  the  lessons  of  the  farm,  and  in  both 
cases  the  lad  showed  himself  an  apt  and  retentive  scholar.  From  his 
father  he  inherited  a  practicality  that  has  stood  him  in  good  stead  in  later 
years,  but  he  has  been  constantly  alive  also  to  the  possibilities  brought 
forth  by  modem  scientific  measures,  and  there  is  perhaps  no  more  pro- 
gressive farmer  in  Huron  Township.  He  rotates  his  crops  and  grows 
large  crops  of  all  products  that  are  raised  in  this  locality,  including- pota- 
toes, and  is  constantly  seeking  to  elevate  agricultural  standards.  Mr. 
Starr's  property  boasts  excellent  buildings,  including  a  handsome  resi- 
dence and  large  red  barns,  and  his  machinery  is  of  the  latest  and  most 
highly  improved  manufacture.  He  keeps  fully  abreast  of  the  constantly 
changing  developments  of  agriculture,  holding  membership  in  Huron 
Grange  No.  13S5,  in  which  he  has  been  stew-ard  for  about  twelve  years, 
while  Mrs.  Starr  is  treasurer  of  the  order.  He  is  also  one  of  the  charter 
members  and  was  an  organizer  of  the  Farmers  Institute  at  Huron. 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which  he  has  passed 
all  the  chairs  and  was  an  active  worker  for  some  years.  His  political 
belief  is  that  of  the  democratic  party,  and  while  he  has  not  cared  for  pub- 
lic office,  his  sympathies  are  keen  and  broad,  leading  him  to  co-operate  in 
eveiy  scheme  calculated  to  advance  the  general  good  or  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  his  fellow-men. 

Mr.  Starr  was  married  in  1901  in  Hiu-on  Township,  to  Miss  Fannie 
Maj'  Young,  who  was  born  at  Boone,  Iowa,  in  1873,  and  reared  and  edu- 
cated at  that  place,  a  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Maggie  (Robbins)  Young. 
Mr.  Y'oung  fought  as  a  soldier  in  the  commissary  department  of  the  Con- 
federate army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  subsequently  moved  to  Boone, 
Iowa,  where  he  died  several  yeai-s  ago  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
Mrs.  Young,  who  survives  her  husband,  makes  her  home  with  JMr.  and 
Mrs.  Starr  and  is  still  hale  and  hearty  in  spite  of  her  advanced  years. 
ilr.  and  IMrs.  Starr  have  no  children. 

\ViLLiAM  Heimburger.  Brie  County  has  had  much  to  gain  and  noth- 
ing to  lose  through  acquiring  of  a  very  appreciable  contingent  of  sterling 
citizens  of  German  l)irth  or  lineage,  and  representatives  of  this  honored 
class  in  the  community  have  been  especially  prominent  and  influential  as 
thrifty  and  progressive  exponents  of  the  great  hasir  industry  of  agricul- 
ture.. Such  an  one  is  the  venerable  and  hi.uiily  cslceiued  citizen  whose 
name  introduces  this  article.  Mr.  Heimburger  lias  been  a  resident  of 
Erie  County  for  sixty  years  and  has  resided  upon  his  present  homestead 
farm  since  1865,  the  same  being  eligibly  situated  in  Huron  Township 
and  having  been  by  him  developed  into  one  of  the  fine  landed  estates  of 
the  county. 

j\Ii\  Heimburger  was  born  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  Germany, 
on  the  L'Mth  of  February,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Diebold  and  Christina 
(lleiiviiknecht)  Heimburger,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in 
Had'  II,  wlirie  their  marriage  was  solemnized  and  where  the  devoted  wife 
and  mother  ilied  in  1839,  in  young  womanhood.  She  left  two  young  chil- 
dren, William,  of  this  review,  having  been  about  three  years  of  age,  and 
his  sister,  Barbara,  having  been  still  younger.  Barbara  continued  to 
reside  in  Baden  until  her  death,  and  was  survived  by  a  iinmber  of  her 
children.  Several  years  after  the  death  of  ln's  lii-st  wife  Dielml,]  Heiiii- 
bufger  contracted  a  second  marriage,  and,  siiit^iihirly  eiiouuli.  tin'  maiden 
name    of    his    wife    was    the    same    as    his    lir.st, — Christina    Herren- 
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kut'cht. — though  the  two  families  claimed  uo  kinship.  Mrs.  Heimburger 
cared  with  all  of  kindliness  and  solicitude  for  the  motherless  children 
who  thus  came  under  her  charge,  and  she  herself  became  the  mother  of 
one  son,  Diebold,  Jr. 

In  his  native  place  William  Heimburger  was  reared  to  adult  age  on 
his  father's  farm,  and  in  the  meanwhile  he  duly  availed  himself  of  the 
advantages  of  the  excellent  schools  of  the  locality.  In  1854,  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  jears,  he  severed  the  ties  that  bound  him  to  home  and  father- 
laud  and  set  forth  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the  United  States,  where  he  felt 
assured  of  better  opportunities  for  achieving  independence  and  success 
through  individual  effort.  At  Havre-de-Grace,  France,  he  embarked  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  and  after  a  voyage  of  twenty-eight  days  duration  he  landed 
in  the  port  of  New  York  City  on  the  28th  of  May  of  that  year.  Soon 
afterward  he  made  his  way  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  after  work- 
ing about  six  months  on  a  farm  in  that  vicinity  he  came  to  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  readily  found  similar  employment  on  a  f ai-m  near  Bloom- 
iugville.  In  1856,  largely  through  his  financial  aid,  his  father,  step- 
mother and  half-brother  joined  him,  they  likewise  having  made  the  voy- 
age to  America  on  an  old-time  sailing  vessel.  He  then  rented  land  in 
Perkins  Tow-nship  and  instituted  his  independent  career  as  a  farmer. 
Three  years  later  he  purchased  a  tract  of  thirty-six  acres  in  the  same 
township,  and  on  this  place  he  and  his  parents  remained  eight  years, 
within  which  period  he  made  numerous  improvements  on  the  farm.  In 
1865  Mr.  Heimburger  disposed  of  this  property  and  purchased  seventy 
acres  of  his  present  homestead  place,  in  Huron  Township.  The  land  was 
exceptionally  fertile  and  with  characteristic  energy  and  discrimination 
he  .set  himself  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  property.  The 
original  family  domicile  was  a  pioneer  log  cabin,  but  in  1873  he  erected 
his  present  fine  residence,  w-liich  comprises  eleven  rooms,  which  has  been 
kei^t  in  excellent  repair,  has  been  improved  from  time  to  time,  and  which 
remains  one  of  the  model  farm  homes  of  this  part  of  the  county.  The 
other  buildings  on  the  homestead  are  of  substantial  order  and  admirably 
adapted  to  the  uses  for  which  they  were  provided,  the  buildings  including 
a  large  barn  36  by  90  feet  in  dimensions.  Everything  pertaining  to  the 
well  improved  lauded  estate  of  ilr.  Heimburger  gives  evidence  of  thrift 
and  prosperity  and  of  the  careful  attention  that  has  constantly  been  given 
to  all  details  of  the  farm  work  and  management.  The  farm  gives  gener- 
ous yields  of  the  various  crops  best  suited  (d  this  si-etion  of  the  state,  and 
Mr.  Heimburger  has  been  specially  su'-ri  ssiHl  m  tin.  growing  of  potatoes, 
large  quantities  of  which  he  places  on  the  iiiaiktt  i-aeh  year.  The  place 
also  has  a  fine  apple  and  peach  orchard,  the  same  liaviug  been  developed 
entirely  through  the  enterprising  efforts  of  Mr.  Heimburger,  who  also  has 
long  been  known  as  a  breeder  and  grower  of  excellent  grades  of  live 
stock.  In  the  homestead  place  he  has  at  the  present  time  123  acres,  and 
he  is  the  owner  also  of  another  well  improved  farm,  of  sixty-two  acres, 
which  likewise  is  situated  in  Huron  Township.  At  his  home  his  father 
died  at  the  \i'ii('i-al)l('  :\ge  of  sevent.y-six  years,  and  liis  stcpumtlier  at  tlie 
age  of  .sevriii\  -t\Mi,  tlic  memories  of  both  being  reveriMl  liy  liim  .ind  l)y  all 
others  who  ranu'  witliiii  the  compass  of  their  kindly  iiitiiiiiirr.  They 
were  earnest  members  of  tlic  I'lvanu'cljcal  ('hurch  iind  the  fatlin-  rs|iiiiisi'(l 
the  cause  of  the  republii-aii  |iarl\  aft.i'  Iicrdiuing  a  natnralizi-d  cili/en  ,,f 
the  United  States.  Mr.  IIrii,ilnii'-vr-s  half-lirotlier.  l)icbol,l  llrimhnr-vr. 
Jr.,  served  three  years  as  a  \aliaiii  soldier  of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war 
and  participated  in  nnim mus  iiii|M,iiant  engagements.  At  the  battle  of 
Chattanooga  he  reccivcil  a  ^ivdc  mmsiiot  wound  in  the  left  leg,  and  after 
being  discharged  fi-oiii  llie  military  hospital  he  returned  home,  liaving 
been  honorahly  .liseha i-^v,l  lidiu  the  army  with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  He 
became  one  id  the   pinspeimis  farmers  of  Huron  Town.ship,  where  his 
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death  occurred  in  19U5,  his  widow  still  remaining  on  the  old  hoiiiesteatl, 
which  comprises  eighty-six  acres,  and  one  son  and  two  daughters  also 
surviving  him. 

In  the  year  1866  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  William  Heimburger 
to  j\liss  Sophia  Bauui,  who  was  born  in  Perkins  Townsliip,  this  county,  on 
the  8th  of  April,  1842,  and  who  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  August 
'.),  lyUO.  She  was  a  woman  of  gentle  and  unassuming  worth  of  character, 
a  devoted  wife  and  mother  and  a  consist, 'nt  riiiiiiuunicant  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church.  Mr.  Heimburger  has  al\\^i,\  s  arcui'ded  stalwart  allegiance 
to  the  democratic  party  but  never  having  maiufcstcd  any  desire  for  public 
office.  Mrs.  Heimburger  was  a  daughter  of  (ieorge  and  ilary  (Ernst) 
Baum,  who,  in  company  with  their  three  children,  immigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1833  and  who  established  their  home  in  the  forest  wilds  of  Erie 
County,  where  the  father  reclaimed  a  farm  in  Perkins  Township,  the 
original  place  of  abode  having  been  a  log  cabin,  for  the  erection  of  which 
he  had  to  make  a  clearing  in  the  forest.  He  and  his  wife  passed  the 
residue  of  their  lives  on  the  fine  farm  which  he  developed  from  the  wilds, 
she  having  been  fifty-eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death  and  he 
having  attained  to  the  venerable  age  of  eighty -three  years.  Both  were 
zealou.s  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  All  of  their  children  are 
now  deceased  and  all  are  sui-vived  by  children.  Mr.  and  j\Irs.  Heim- 
burger became  the  i^arents  of  nine  eliildren,  of  whom  Elizabeth,  George 
and  Edward  died  in  childhood.  Eiiima,  wlm  n'sides  on  her  farm  in 
Huron  Township,  is  the  widow  of  Frediii>k  W'iishlmrn,  and  she  has  four 
children  :  Walter,  George,  Edith  and  Dorothy.  Wilhelmina  Rose  became 
the  wife  of  Christopher  Koehler  and  her  death  occurred  at  her  home  in 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  on  the  28th  of  July,  1914;  she  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band and  by  one  .son.  Carl.  Lena  R.,  who  continued  her  studies  in  the 
public  schools  until  she  had  completed  the  curriculum  of  the  high  school 
at  Hui'on,  is  one  of  the  popular  young  women  of  Huron  Township  and 
since  the  death  of  her  loved  mother  has  presided  over  the  domestic  affairs 
of  the  paternal  home.  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  Glenn  O'Dell,  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  fruitgrower  of  Huron  Township,  and  they  have  no  children. 
William  C,  who  is  a  representative  young  farmer  of  his  native  town- 
ship, resides  upon  his  fine  homestead  on  the  Bogart  Road.  He  wedded 
Miss  ]\Iary  Haecker,  of  Sandusky,  and  they  have  four  children :  Arthui'. 
Walter,  Raymond,  and  Marion.  Carl  E.,  the  youngest  of  the  surviving 
children,  remains  at  the  paternal  home,  and  is  his  father's  able  coad.jutor 
in  the  work  and  management  of  the  farm. 

August  H.  Schnell.  No  small  share  of  the  activities  which  have 
contributed  to  the  definite  progress  of  Erie  County  during  the  past  fifty 
years  has  been  accomplished  by  members  of  the  Schnell  family.  August 
H.  Schnell  is  a  practical  and  prospering  farmer  in  Huron  Township,  his 
well  managed  farm  being  located  on  South  Main  Street  on  rural  route 
No,  3  out  of  Huron, 

For  many  successive  generations  the  Schnell  family  lived  in  Germany. 
The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Schnell  was  Philip  Schnell,  who  was  a  farmer  in 
Nassau  and  died  there.  His  widow  subsequently  came  to  the  United 
States  and  died  in  Erie  County  among  her  children  when  past  eighty 
vears  of  age.  Philip  A.  Schnell,  Jr..  was  born  in  the  Province  of  He.sse- 
"Xnssau.  Germany,  March  31,  1835,  and  died  May  14,  1908.  He  grew  up 
aihl  iv,rivi-il  Ills"  rilni-atiiin  in  his  native  town,  and  was  still  young  when 
lir  I  Mine  t(i  tlic  Uniti'd  States  in  ls.")l.  He  came  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and 
the  family  reached  Sandusky  County,  Ohio.  There  he  married  JMaria 
Schneider,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Gennany,  August  7,  1842,  and  was 
a  cliild  when  her  parents  came  to  America  and  established  their  home  at 
Ilessville,  a  German  settlement  in  Sandusky  County,    After  his  marriage 
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Philip  A.  Selmell  located  on  a  farm  of  forty  acres  near  Gibscuburg  iu 
Saudusk.y  County,  but  in  1865  moved  to  Erie  County.  After  coming  to 
tliis  county  he  worked  as  a  fann  laborer,  and  finally  acquired  a  tract  of 
wikl  laud  and  lived  in  a  log  cabin  home  until  he  could  provide  better 
accommodations.  lie  spent  the  closing  years  of  his  life  on  a  farm  of  fifty 
acres  in  Oxford  Township.  He  had  previously  lived  in  Perkins  Town- 
ship of  Bogarts  Corners.  His  Oxford  Township  farm  was  situated  a  mile 
and  a  half  east  of  Kimball,  and  after  his  death  his  widow  lived  with  her 
daughter  Mrs.  Henry  Behrens  until  her  death  on  January  8,  1913.  Both 
parents  w^ere  earnest  and  lifelong  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
They  helpetl  organize  iiiid  were  chiiiliT  iiu'ni))ers  of  St.  John's  Lutheran 
Church  at  I'nion  ('.niins  ^iii.l  .iiiil  iiuii'd  th,/ir  affiliation  with  that  church 
until  their  death.  Philip  Srhiicll  was  an  active  democrat,  and  for  twenty- 
five  years  .served  as  assessor  of  Oxford  Township.  In  that  capacity  he 
came  to  know  every  man  and  woman  in  the  township,  and  had  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  and  just  estimate  of  property  values  and  estates.  His 
excellent  judgment  gave  him  no  little  prominence  and  he  was  entrusted 
with  many  duties  other  than  those  connected  with  his  private  life.  He 
was  treasurer,  deacon  and  steward  for  many  years  in  his  church.  Ilis 
wife  always  acted  in  sj-mpathy  with  him  in  church  and  other  affairs,  and 
they  were  people  of  the  highest  class  in  that  community.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  was  drafted  for  service,  and  paid  for  a  substitute  in  the 
army.  In  their  family  were  fourteen  children,  two  of  whom  died  young, 
seven  sons  and  five  daughters  reached  adult  age,  ten  of  them  married, 
and  all  have  families  but  one. 

August  H.  Schnell  was  born  in  Oxford  Townshii?  on  the  farm  alxivc 
mentioned  June  23, 1877.  He  pursued  his  education  in  the  piililic  si-liouls 
and  on  reaching  his  majority  started  out  to  engage  in  his  eleisen  calling 
as  a  farmer.  For  the  past  seven  years  lie  has  operated  the  William  Seheid 
farm  on  South  ;\laiii  Stiivi  m  Union  Township.  His  position  as  a  farmei' 
is  now  one  of  assured  sueei  ss.  lie  grows  line  crops  of  all  varieties,  corn, 
wheat  and  oats  and  potatoes  and  keeps  some  excellent  grades  of  live 
stock. 

In  Oxford  Township  he  married  Jliss  Mary  Weilnau.  She  was  born 
in  that  township,  August  L'l.  issii,  and  received  her  education  there. 
Her  parents  were  Carl  and  Ann  Spcek)  Weilnau.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Nassau,  Germany,  Septemljer  l':;.  1s40,  and  his  wife  was  born  in  Alsace 
April  19,  1845.  She  came  to  the  United  States  and  to  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
in  1860,  having  made  the  passage  on  a  sailm-  \essel  from  Havre.  France, 
along  with  about  fifty  other  passengers,  and  afti'r  a  rough  voyage  they 
landed  in  New  York  City,  August  10,  1860.  She  came  on  with  her  brol  her 
George  Speck  to  Huron  County,  and  George  afterwards  married  and 
lived  ill  .Michigan.  After  the  marriage  of  Carl  and  Ann  Weilnau  in  istji', 
they  lived  in  Huron  County  for  a  few  years,  and  then  moved  to  Oxford 
Township  in  Erie  County.  They  continued  as  active  farmers  there  until 
quite  recently,  and  are  now  living  retired  with  their  daughter  Mrs. 
Schnell.  They  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  Mr.  Weilnau 
is  a  democrat. 

To  the  marriage  of  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Schnell  were  born  three  ehildren: 
IMabel  died  in  infancy  ;  Mlizabeth,  born  November  28,  1903,  is  now  in  the 
fourth  grade  o|  the  pnlilic  schools;  Cleota  was  born  January  11.  1905. 
Mr.  and  .Mis.  Sehnell  are  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  he  is  a 
democrat  in  politics,  and  is  now  giving  some  capable  public  sei-vice  as 
superintendent  of  roads  in  Huron  Township. 

Hknry  Behrens.  Since  ism;  Mr.  Behrens  has  owned  and  resided 
upon  his  present  fine  honh  stead  tai  in  of  113  acres,  the  .same  being  eligibly 
situated  in  Huron  Township,  with  service  on  rural  free  mail  route  No.  3, 
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from  the  Village  of  Huron.  The  land  is  of  distinctive  fertilitj^,  nearly 
all  of  the  tract  being  available  for  ett'ective  cultivation,  and  the  progres- 
sive policies  and  seientitic  methods  brought  to  bear  by  the  owner  have 
resulted  making  the  soil  "bring  forth  its  increase"  each  successive 
season,  with  attending  profit,  the  while  the  entire  place  breathes  forth 
thrift  and  prosperity.  In  addition  to  obtaining  excellent  yields  of  the 
various  crops  best  adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate,  Air.  Behrens  has 
achieved  marked  success  also  in  the  raising  of  high-gi-ade  live  stock,  and 
even  as  he  is  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  Erie  County,  so  also 
is  he  a  loyal  and  upright  citizen  who  merits  and  receives  the  full  measure 
of  popular  confidence  and  good  will.  The  buildings  on  the  farm  are  of 
substantial  order,  including  a  brick  house  of  seven  rooms  and  a  haru 
40  by  60  feet  in  dimensions.  j\lr.  Behrens  is  a  man  of  unassuming  char- 
acter and  as  an  industrious  and  far-sighted  farmer  he  well  exemplifies  the 
traits  for  which  the  German  class  of  agriculturists  have  been  conspicuous 
in  America,  he  being  of  staunch  German  lineage  and  a  member  of  a  well 
known  family  of  Erie  County,  within  whose  borders  he  has  maintained 
his  home  from  the  time  of  his  birth. 

j\lr.  Behrens  was  born  in  Oxford  Township,  this  county,  on  the  31st 
of  January,  1866,  and  from  his  youth  to  the  present  time  he  has  been 
closely  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits,  through  the  medium  of 
which  he  has  achieved  success  worthy  of  the  name.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  public  schools  and  under  the  efiiective  direction  of  that 
wisest  of  instructors,  experience.  He  initiated  his  independent  career 
as  a  young  man  and  was  engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land  until  his 
purchase  of  his  present  farm. 

Sir.  Behrens  is  a  son  of  John  and  Sophia  (Schaeffer)  Behrens,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Germany,  though  in  different  sections  of  that  great 
empire,  Mrs.  Behrens  having  been  a  native  of  the  Duchy  of  Nassau,  which 
is  now  an  integral  jjart  of  the  Province  of  Hesse-Nassau.  John  Behrens 
was  born  in  October,  1829,  and  his  wife  in  1839.  He  died  on  his  old 
homestead  farm  in  Oxford  Township,  this  county,  in  June,  1901,  and  his 
widow,  though  nearing  the  eightieth  milestone  on  the  journey  of  life, 
retains  her  mental  and  physical  powers  to  a  wonderful  degree,  she  being 
still  a  resident  of  Oxford  Township,  where  she  lives  with  her  sous,  Wil- 
liam and  Charles.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  young  folk  when  they 
came  to  America  and  their  marriage  was  solemnized  in  Oxford  Town- 
ship, where  Mr.  Behrens  developed  an  excellent  farm  of  ninety-four  acres, 
to  which  he  added  by  the  purchasing  of  other  tracts  from  time  to  time, 
until  he  accumulated  a  valuable  landed  estate  of  287  acres,  twenty  acres 
in  Milan  Township,  and  the  remainder  in  Oxford  Township.  He  was 
a  man  of  indefatigable  industry  and  of  mature  judgment,  his  enterprise 
was  shown  by  his  erecting  good  buildings  on  his  homestead,  and  he  gave 
during  the  long  years  of  his  application  to  agricultural  pursuits  an  exam- 
ple well  worthy  of  emulation.  Mr.  Behrens  took  an  active  and  loj^al 
interest  in  conimniiity  affairs,  was  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  cause  of 

the  (let T^itir  |i;irty.  l)ut  he  never  sought  or  held  public  office.     He  was 

a  (•(iiiNistriit  .(iiiiiiiiiiiirant  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  as  is  also  his  widow. 
Tliey  liecaiiir  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  attained  to  years 
of  maturity-  and  all  but  one  of  whom,  Chai'les,  married.  John  continued 
his  residence  in  this  county  until  his  death  and  is  survived  by  thi-ee  sons. 
Frederick  resides  in  Huron  County,  is  married  and  has  a  family  of  chil- 
dren. Dora  is  the  vnte  of  William  Schick,  of  Norwalk,  Huron  County, 
and  they  have  one  daiighter.  Louis  is  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Milan 
Township  and  he  and  his  wife  have  four  children.  Nettie  is  the  wife  of 
Louis  Ran.  of  Milan  Township,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. William  remains  on  the  old  homestead  in  Oxford  Township,  as  does 
also  Charles,  who  is  a  baehelor,  William  liaviiig  wedded  Miss  Lena  Hilde- 
lirand  and  their  onlv  clfild  being  a  son. 
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Heury  Behreiis,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  the  old  liomestead  farm  in  Oxford  Townshij),  and  after  sever- 
ing his  a.ssoeiation  with  the  worlv  and  management  of  the  home  farm  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land  until  he  purchased  his  present 
homestead,  as  noted  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  and  his  advancement  has 
been  the  direct  result  of  his  own  well  ordered  endeavors  as  an  agricul- 
turist and  stockgrower. 

As  a  young  man  :\Ir.  Behrens  married  Jliss  Rose  M.  Schnell,  who  was 
born  in  Perkins  Township,  this  county,  in  1868,  but  who  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Oxford  Township.  She  has  been  to  her  husband  an  effective 
coadjutor  and  devoted  helpmeet,  and  he  ascribes  much  of  his  success  to 
her  earnest  co-operation,  as  they  have  pressed  forward  side  by  side  to  the 
goal  of  independence  and  definite  prosperity.  Mrs.  Behrens  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  and  ^laria  (Snyder)  Schnell,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  the  Province  of  Ilesse-Nassau,  Germany,  on  the  29th  of  ilareh,  1839, 
and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria  on  the  lltli 
of  August,  18-12,  she  having  been  a  child  at  the  time  of  the  family  immi- 
gration to  America  and  her  parents  having  established  their  home  at 
Hessville,  a  German  settlement  in  Sandusky  County,  Ohio.  There  she 
was  reared  and  educated  and  there  was  solemnized  her  marriage  to 
Philip  Schnell,  who  was  a  scion  of  a  sterling  old  family  of  Hes.se-Nassau 
and  having  come  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1851,  the  voyage 
having  been  made  on  a  sailing  vessel  of  the  type  common  to  that  period. 
After  his  marriage  Philip  Schnell  located  on  a  farm  of  forty  acres  near 
Gibsonburg,  Sandusky  Coiuity,  Ohio,  whei-e  the  home  was  maintained 
until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  removal  having  been  made  to  Erie 
County  in  1S65  and  the  father  of  Mrs.  Behrens  having  passed  the  closing 
years  of  his  life  on  his  homestead  farm  of  fift.y  acres  in  Oxford  Township, 
where  his  death  occurred  on  the  14th  of  May,  1908,  his  widow  having 
passed  the  closing  .years  of  her  life  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  ilrs. 
Behrens,  and  having  been  summoned  to  the  land  of  the  leal  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1913,  her  death  having  occurred  a  few  months  prior  to  her 
sevent.y-tirst  birthday  anniversary.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were 
earnest  and  lifelong  communicants  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Of  their 
family  of  fourteen  children  eleven. attained  to  maturity  and  are  still 
living,  and  all  save  one  of  the  number  are  married. 

^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Behrens  have  two  children  :  Leonora  Dorothea,  who  was 
graduated  in  the  Huron  High  School  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1915, 
remains  at  the  parental  home,  and  is  a  popular  young  woman  in  the  social 
activities  of  the  enmmunity:  the  younger  daughter,  Jlaria  Sophia,  who 
celebrated  her  twdi'tli  bii'tlnlay  anniversary  in  IIH.'),  has  ■•(,iii|>li'ted  the 
curriculum  of  the  t;r:iiliMl  s.  hools  and  is  now  attfiidiiii;-  tlir  lliiiDn  High 
School.     All  of  the  family  ari-  communicants  of  tlif  Lnthcran  Church. 

H(  i.v.  John  E.  Be.-vgg.  While  a  resident  farmer  in  Groton  Township, 
owning  a  lai'ge  estate  in  that  locality  and  successfully  directing  its  oper- 
ations, the  thing  which  has  made  the  career  of  John  E.  Bragg  conspic- 
uous in  Erie  County  has  been  his  long  continued  and  efficient  pul)lic 
service.  He  has  filled  nearly  all  the  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in 
his  home  toM'nship,  has  assisted  in  giving  vitality  to  some  of  the  functions 
of  county  government,  and  is  now  Erie  County's  representative  in  the 
Ohio  Legislature.    His  home  is  at  Parkertown  in  Groton  Township. 

Born  in  that  township  July  6,  1870,  he  is  a  son  of  the  late  Samuel 
and  AVealtha  (Livengood)  Bragg,  the  former  a  native  of  Huron  County 
and  the  latter  of  Erie  County.  After  the  death  of  her  husl)and  IMi's. 
Wealtha  Bragg  married  Ileiiry  H.  "Wood  of  Groton  Township,  who  died 
in  May,  1915,  and  she  still  lives  in  that  locality.  Samuel  Bragg  died  in 
187.").  in  the  pi'ime  of  liis  years  and  powers.    He  was  the  father  of  three 
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L-liildreu:  John  E.  aud  Herbert,  both  residents  of  Grotou  Township;  and 
May,  now  deceased.  Samuel  Bragg  was  a  son  of  John  Bragg,  who  came 
to  America  from  England,  where  lie  was  born,  aud  was  numbered  among 
the  early  farmer  settlers  of  Groton  Township.  He  .spent  there  a  long 
anil  useful  career  as  au  agriculturist,  was  noted  for  his  sturdy  and  typical 
English  habits  and  manner,  was  au  excellent  business  mau,  acquired  a 
sutlieieney  of  this  world's  goods,  aud  died  at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  in  1889  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four.  He  had  lived  at  Bellevue  for  a  number  of  years 
before  his  death. 

The  early  life  of  John  E.  Bragg  was  .spent  in  Groton  Township  on  a 
farm,  aud  in  spite  of  his  active  public  service  he  has  never  been  loug 
dissociated  from  farming  pursuits.  For  his  education  he  attended  first 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  township,  was  also  in  practice  in  the  old 
normal  school  at  Milan,  and  in  1889  completed  the  course  at  the  San- 
dusky City  Business  College.  Then  for  about  eight  years  he  alternately 
taught  in  Groton  and  Margaretta  townships,  aud  at  the  same  time  during 
vacation  periods  carried  on  his  education  in  the  Northern  Ohio  University 
at  Ada,  where  he  took  such  courses  as  would  better  fit  him  for  his  pro- 
fession as  au  instructor. 

llis  piinlic  service  may  be  said  to  have  begun  as  a  teacher.  For  five 
years  In-  was  (  Icrk  of  his  home  township,  and  for  seven  years  was  clerk 
of  the  board  of  education  in  that  locality  and  for  ten  conseeutive  yeai-s 
a  meml}er  of  the  board  of  education.  For  ten  years  he  was  (■oiiiniitlciMiiaii 
from  Groton  Township  to  the  Erie  County  Democratic  Cciilial  ('uiiiiiiit- 
tee,  served  five  years  as  a  member  of  the  executive  conuiiittee  of  tlie 
county,  and  for  two  years  was  its  secretary.  In  1897  he  was  ajipoiuted 
deputy  auditor  of  Erie  County,  held  that  position  five  years,  and  for  five 
years  was  on  the  Erie  County  Blind  Relief  Commission.  In  1914  he 
was  chief  clerk  in  the  district  assessor's  office  aud  he  .served  a  term  of 
four  years  as  deputy  supervisor  of  eleetious  for  Erie  County. 

In  November,  1914,  the  people  of  Erie  County  gave  to  Mr.  Bragg  a 
substantial  majority  as  candidate  for  the  Ohio  General  Assembly,  aud 
he  began  his  two-year  term  in  January,  1915.  He  was  elected  on  the 
democratic  ticket  and  his  work  has  attracted  notice  and  he  is  considered 
one  of  the  most  capable  members  of  the  present  Ohio  Legislature.  His 
name  is  especially  associated  with  the  authoi'ship  of  the  Quail  Bill,  which 
is  au  excellent  measure  for  the  protection  of  these  birds,  aud  forbids 
hunting  them  for  a  period  of  two  years  beginning  in  November,  1915. 
He  also  introduced  aud  had  passed  the  so-called  Fish  Net  Bill,  which 
provided  for  the  continuation  of  the  use  of  the  present  size  mesh  in  fish 
nets.  That  act  was  the  first  oue  to  become  a  law  in  the  first  session  of 
the  Eighty-first  General  Assembly.  He  likewise  introduced  other  liills 
on  various  subjects,  and  some  of  these  are  pending  for  consideration  in 
the  second  session  of  the  Assembly. 

On  June  29,  1893,  Mr.  Bragg  married  IMiss  Zella  DeYo.  She  was 
born  at  Clyde,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Denton  DeYo,  a  former  resident  of 
Groton  Township,  but  now  decea.sed.  .Three  children  have  been  born 
into  their  home :  Lyunetta  M.,  who  graduated  from  the  Sandusky  Iligh 
School,  was  a  student  in  the  normal  school  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  and  is 
now  a  successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools;  Wealtha  E.,  also  a  stu- 
dent in  the  normal  school  at  Bowling  Green ;  and  John  D.,  now  attending 
the  Sandusky  High  School. 

Hou.  Mr".  Bragg  has  numerous  relations  with  fraternal  and  other 
organizations  in  his  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
at  Sandusky,  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  at  Sandusky,  the  Loyal  Order 
of  Moo.se  at  that  city,  the  Knights  of  tin-  .Mnrrabees  at  Bloomingville. 
aud  is  especially  active  in  the  Margaivtta  Clause  of  the_  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  having  served  as  master  of  the  local  order,  and  is  a  member 
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of  the  Pomona  Grange  of  Erie  County.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Castalia 
\'igilantes.  His  church  is  the  Universalist  and  he  has  been  clerk  in  the 
congregation. 

As  a  farmer  his  ownership  extends  to  230  acres  of  land  in  Groton 
Townsliip,  one  of  the  best  managed  farms  in  that  part  of  the  county  and 
cultivated  to  the  staple  crops  of  this  locality.  Whether  as  a  farmer  or 
as  an  official  he  has  stood  the  tests  of  a  high-minded  citizen  and  is  a 
natural  leader  in  the  progress  of  his  home  county. 

Frank  P.  Hart.  He  whose  name  initiates  this  paragraph  has  been  a 
resident  of  Erie  County  from  the  time  of  his  birth,  is  a  scion  of  a  ster- 
ling German  family  that  was  here  founded  more  than  sixty  years  ago,  and 
he  has  resided  on  his  present  fine  homestead  farm,  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  Huron  Township,  since  he  was  a  child  of  two  years.  Like  his 
honoreil  fatln'i-,  he  has  proved  himself  one  of  the  most  progressive,  ener- 
getic :ni(l  siicrcssful  agriculturists  of  this  section  of  the  state,  and  his 
lanilcil  cstati'.  witli  an  aggregate  area  of  370  acres,  is  conceded  to  be  one 
of  the  best  imitrovcd  and  most  effectively  managed  in  Erie  County.  The 
Hart  family  has  been  rcprcsi-iited  by  four  generations  in  this  part  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  llic  siilij.ct  of  this  review  is  a  scion'of  the  third  gen- 
eration, the  name  which  he  bears  having  ever  stood  exponent  of  the 
utmost  civic  loyalty,  the  most  inflexible  integrity  and  of  productive  indus- 
try in  connection  with  the  practical  affairs  of  a  workaday  world. 

Philip  Hart,  grandfather  of  Frank  P.,  represented  the  first  genera- 
tion of  the  family  in  Ohio,  though  his  son  William  preceded  him  and 
other  members  of  the  family  to  America.  Philip  Hart  was  born  in  the 
Duchy  of  Nassau,  now  a  part  of  the  Province  of  Hesse-Nassau.  Germany, 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  in  his  native  land  he 
was  reared  and  educated,  his  wife  having  likewise  been  a  native  of 
Nassau,  where  all  of  their  children  were  born,  namely :  Philip,  Jr.,  Louis, 
Frederick,  William,  and  a  daughter  who  became  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Nicholas. 

In  1852  William  Hart,  father  of  him  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  severed  the  ties  that  bound  him  to  home  and  fatherland  and  set 
forth  to  establish  a  new  home  in  America.  Embarking,  at  Hamburg,  on 
a  sailing  vessel,  he  terminated  his  vo.yage  at  the  exjiirntion  nf  fifteen  days. 
by  landing  in  the  Port  of  New  York  City.  WiMi  hut  slieht  r:iciyiim'iii 
the  national  metropolis,  he  soon  made  his  w:iy  in  S;iicln>,li\ .  the  jn.lirinl 
center  of  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  in  the  vicinity  lie  fuiunl  eiiiployinent 
on  a  farm,  at  a  stipend  of  $12  a  month.  Within  two  years  he  had  saved 
enough  money  from  his  meager  earnings  to  assist  the  other  members  of 
the  family  in  defraying  the  expenses  nf  their  immigration  to  the  United 
States.  This  uii-;elfisli  devotinn  resiilie.l  in  tlie  inimigration  of  his  parents, 
his  three  bmllieis.  i.l'  wIkhu  i'liilip.  -Ir..  ^in.j  Lunis  liad  already  married 
and  were  thus  accouipanieil  by  tlieir  resi>ecti\e  wives,  and  of  the  one 
sister.  The  family  party  made  the  long  and  weary  voyage  on  a  sailing 
ves.sel  of  the  type  common  to  that  period,  and  after  their  arrival  in  Erie 
County  all  lived  together  for  some  time,  or  until  the  sons  could  arrange 
for  independent  venture  as  farmei's,  all  of  the  number  eventually  aciiuir- 
ing  excellent  landed  estates  and  becoming  distinctively  successful.  The 
venerable  father  never  became  the  owner  of  land  in  the  TTnited  States,  but 
he  and  liis  devoted  wife  \vere  cared  for  with  utmost  filial  solicitude  by 
their  chihiren  until  they  were  finally  summoned  to  the  life  eternal,  in  the 
fulness  of  years  and  in  the  high  regard  of  all  who  knew  them.  Both  were 
devout  communicants  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  to  this  faith  their 
children  and  children's  children  have  elung,  with  a  few  exceptions  in 
the  third  and  fourth  generations.  Of  tlie  sons,  Philip.  Jr.,  Louis  and 
Frederick  liecame  substantial  farmers  and  landowners  in  Huron  Count.v. 
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and  there  all  passi-,1  tli^  rcniiiiihliT  df  their  lives,  as  did  also  their  ivsper- 
tive  wives,  with  the  exee|jti(iii  (if  the  widiiw  dl'  i'hdip,  who  IS  siili  Iniiie' 
on  their  old  homestead  tarm  in  that  eounfy.  Jaeoh  Xiehola.s,  husl.aiid  of 
the  only  daughter,  was  the  owner  of  a  large  and  valuable  farm  in  Oxford 
TowTiship,  Erie  County,  where  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years ; 
he  survived  her  by  ten  years  and  passed  the  closing  period  of  his  long 
and  useful  life  in  the  home  of  his  nephew,  Frank  P.  Hart  of  this  review, 
where  lie  died  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-three  years,  his  only  eliild, 
a  daughter,  being  likewise  deceased. 

William  Hart  was  a  young  man  at  the  time  when  he  bravely  took  the 
initiative  and  came  to  the  United  States  as  the  practical  forerunner  of  the 
other  members  of  this  sterling  family.  In  Oxford  Township,  Erie 
County,  was  solemnized  his  marx'iage  to  Miss  Louise  Hess,  who  likewise 
was  a  native  of  Nassau,  Germany,  where  she  was  born  in  1840,  and  who 
came  alone  to  America  when  she  was  a  young  woman,  she  having  been 
employed  in  a  domestic  capacity  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  up  to  the  time 
of  her  marriage.  After  his  marriage  William  Hart  made  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land,  a  tract  of  seventy-five  acres,  on  the  Bloomville  Road,  in 
Perkins  Township.  There  he  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  woman  nf  noble 
character  and  wlio  was  ever  his  devoted  companion  and  helpmeet,  estalv 
lished  their  modest  home,  and  both  worked  together  toward  the  goal  of 
independence  and  definite  prosperity.  The  original  and  circumsci-ibed 
farm  did  not  long  serve  to  satisfy  the  ambition  or  afford  adequate  scope 
for  the  energies  of  Mr.  Hart,  with  the  result  that  in  Huron  Township  he 
purchased  an  additional  tract,  the  same,  compi-isiug  sixty-five  acres, 
being  an  integral  part  of  the  homestead  farm  of  his  son,  Frank  P.  With 
increasing  financial  prosperity,  resulting  front  his  own  well-ordered 
endeavors,  William  Hart  added  from  time  to  time  to  his  landed  posses- 
.sions,  with  the  result  that  he  eventually  became  the  owner  of  more  than 
200  acres  on  the  ililan  Koad  in  Huron  Township,  besides  another  tract  of 
eighty-seven  acres  in  this  township  and  his  original  homestead  of  seventy- 
five  acres  in  Perkins  Township.  On  his  first  farm  he  erected  substantial 
buildings,  including  a  sub.stantial  house  of  twelve  rooms,  and  his  enter- 
prising spirit  was  further  evinced  by  his  providing  excellent  Iniildings 
for  and  making  other  advanced  improvements  on  his  Huron  Townsliip 
homestead,   that  now  occupied  by  his  son.   Frank  P..   of  this  review. 

Thoroughness  and  thrift  tj-pified  every  detail  nf  his  far niei  pi-ise  and 

he  long  held  precedence  as  one  of  the  mcst  pioei-essix-,'  and  iniliieiitial 
members  of  the  farming  community  of  Erie  <  (niiily,  the  while  lie  always 
commanded  inviolable  place  in  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  his  fel- 
low men. 

Mrs.  Louise  (Hess)  Hart  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  1S7.").  a 
devout  communicant  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  a  woman  whose  'jcntle 
and  gracious  personality  gained  to  her  the  affectionate  regard  of  all  \\  Im 
came  within  the  sphere  of  her  influence.  William  Hart  subsi'(|ui'ntly 
contraeted  a  seeniid  marria<;-e.  In-  liis  imidii  ^vitli  ^far\-  !>t.  .Inlni.  who  was 
liorii  and  ivaivd  in  Ohio  and  who  si  ill  resides  nii  their  hoin.'stea.l  farm  in 
Perkins  Township,  a  pjaee  to  wliieli  they  repaire,!  after  ha\in,u-  ivsided 
several  years  in  the  (Uty  of  Sandusky,  no  children  lia\iiiu-  been  born  of 
their  union.  Mrs.  Hart  has  attained  to  the  psalmist's  life-s|iaji  of  three 
score  years  and  ten  and  is  a  zealoiis  member  of  the  i'>,i]>tist  i  hnri'h.  On 
the  homestead  in  Perkins  Township  William  Hart  passed  to  his  reward 
in  November,  1909,  at  a  venerable  age,  and  well  may  it  be  said  that  "his 
works  do  follow  him"  and  bear  honor  to  his  memory.  His  political  alle- 
giance was  given  to  the  democratic  party  and  he  was  a  consistent  com- 
municant of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  he  was  reared. 
William  and  Louise  (Hess)  Hart  became  the  parents  of  seven  sons  and 
seven  daughters,  of  whom  Frank  P.  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  bii-fh,  and 
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of  the  number  five  sons  aud  four  daughters  are  living  in  1915.  All  are 
married  and  have  children  and  four  of  the  number  are  residents  of  Erie 
County. 

Frank  P.  Hart  was  born  on  the  farm  in  Oxford  To-\\'nship,  where  his 
parents  resided  a  few  .years,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was  March  27, 
1862,  and  he  was  two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to 
the  homestead  which  has  ever  since  continued  his  abiding  place  and  which 
is  endeared  to  him  by  the  gracious  memories  and  associations  of  the  past, 
the  remains  of  his  parents  resting  side  by  side  in  the  Scott  Cemetery  in 
Jlilan  Township.  Mr.  Hart  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  public 
schools  of  Erie  County,  early  began  to  contribute  his  quota  to  the  work 
of  the  home  farm,  and  is  grateful  that  he  was  thus  able  to  acquire  his 
initial  and  inspiring  expciii-iir..  iimlcr  the  able  direction  of  his  honored 
father.  Like  the  latter,  lie  stiinds  exponent  of  energy,  progressiveness 
and  good  judgment  in  his  oiicrations  as  an  agriculturist  and  as  a  grower 
of  high-grade  livestock,  ami  like  his  father  he  has  made  of  success  not 
an  accident  but  a  logical  result.  It  is  much  to  a  man 's  credit  to  be  pro- 
nounced one  of  the  foremost  representatives  of  these  basic  lines  of  indus- 
try in  Erie  County,  and  this  reputation  is  fully  merited  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Hart.  He  occupies  the  substantial  residence  that  was  erected  by  his 
father,  but  has  made  many  substantial  improvements  of  modern  type, 
besides  which  he  has  erected  other  high-grade  buildings  on  the  home 
place,  including  a  barn  that  is  30x96  feet  in  dimensions.  His  estate 
comprises  some  of  the  best  land  to  be  found  in  this  section  of  Ohio  and 
his  scientific  methods  insure  to  it  the  maximum  of  productiveness.  On 
the  homestead  farm,  which  comprises  202  acres,  Mr.  Hart  has  erected  a 
.second  set  of  substantial  farm  buildings,  including  a  good  house,  and  his 
farm  of  seventy-five  acres  in  Milan  Township  is  similarly  well  improved, 
as  is  also  his  father's  original  homestead  in  Perkins  Township,  a  prop- 
erty which  he  owns,  the  aggregate  area  of  his  landed  estate  being  373 
acres,  as  noted  in  the  initial  paragraph  of  this  article.  Mr.  Hai-t  has  on 
his  home  place  an  excellent  apple  orchard  of  four  acres  and  also  a  small 
cherry  orchard.  He  aud  his  sons  are  supporters  of  the  cause  of  the 
democratic  party  in  national  affairs,  but  in  local  mattera  are  not  con- 
strained by  strict  partisan  lines.  The  family  are  communicants  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  Union  Corners,  and  Mr.  Hart  is  a  trustee  of  the 
same. 

In  the  City  of  Sandusky,  in  1884,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Hart  to  Miss  Margaret  Kraft,  who  was  born  in  Nassau,  Germany, 
on  the  20th  of  April,  1864,  and  who  was  three  years  of  age  at  the.  time 
of  the  fairiily  immigration  to  the  United  States.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Margaret  (Schle.ssman)  Kraft,  who  came  to  America  in  the 
late  '60s,  and  who  established  their  home  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  where 
Mr.  Kraft  became  identified  with  the  lumber  business  and  where  his 
death  occui-red  in  1880.  His  first  wife  passed  away  in  1872  and  he 
later  wedded  Reca  Lipp,  who  contracted  a  .second  marriage  after  his 
demise  and  who  is  again  widowed,  her  home  being  at  Fremont,  Sandusky 
County.  Mrs.  Hart  is  the  only  daughter  of  her  parents,  and  her  brother, 
Jacob,  was  a  resident  of  Erie  County  at  the  time  of  his  death,  his  witlow 
l)eing  now  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Sandusky ;  they  had  no  children.  By 
his  second  uuirriage  ^Ir.  Kraft  left  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of 
whom  are  married  and  well  established  in  life.  Of  the  cliildren  of  the 
first  marriage  two  besides  Mrs.  Hart  survive  the  honored  father — 
Michael,  who  is  a  prosperous  cigar  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  the  City 
of  Cleveland  and  who  has  one  son  and  one  daughter;  and  Adam,  who  is 
a  snhstiuitial  farmei'  of  ilihiu  Township,  who  has  l)een  twice  married 
and  whose  only  child,  a  daughter,  likewise  is  married.  In  the  concluding 
paragrapli  is  entered  brief  record  concerning  Ihe  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hart. 
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Lloyd  F.,  whose  educational  advantages  were  those  of  the  public 
schools  and  a  business  college,  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  latter 's 
extensive  farming  operations.  He  married  Miss  Laura  Schearer  and 
they  have  two  children— Alverna  i\L  and  Venesta.  Earl,  whose  educa- 
tional discipline  was  similar  to  that  of  his  elder  brother,  has  charge  of 
one  of  his .  father 's  farms,  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  having  been 
Edith  Michael.  Lynn  Jacob,  wlui  availed  himself  of  the  advantages  of 
the  public  schools  and  a  business  ((illcuv,  remains  at  the  parental  home 
and  is  his  father's  valued  assislant  in  the  work  and  management  of  the 
farm.  Viola  Leone,  who  was  graduated  in  the  Sandusky  High  School  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1915,  remains  with  her  parents  and  is  a  popular 
young  woman  in  the  social  activities  of  the  community. 

Thomas  J.  Lundy.  Erie  County  is  essentially  cosmopolitan  in  its 
civic  makeup,  and  among  the  popular  citizens  who  can  claim  descent 
from  staunch  old  Irish  stock  is  the  reidcseiit.itive  farmer  who.se  name 
introduces  this  review  and  who  is  a  iialive  of  the  county  in  which  he 
has  found  ample  scope  for  successful  enterprise  along  the  basic  lines  of 
industry  to  which  he  was  reared.  He  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  highly  esteemed  pioneer  families  of  Erie  County,  with  whose 
history  the  name  of  Lundy  has  been  worthily  linked  for  more  than  half 
a  century,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  well  improved  farms 
of  Huron  Township,  where  he  brings  to  bear  marked  energy  and  circum- 
spection in  the  carrying  forward  of  the  various  phases  of  farm  enterprise 
and  where  he  is  known  as  a  broad-minded  and  loyal  citizen  as  well  as  a 
substantial  man  of  affairs. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Lundy  occurred  on  the  -Ith  of  October,  1864,  and  the 
l>iaee  of  his  nativity  was  the  old  Imniestead  nf  liis  parents,  not  far  liistant 
frdiii  his  pivseiit  place  of  abode,  lie  is  a  son  of  -Inhn  and  Ann  (llah'v) 
Lundy,  hoth  natives  of  the  fair  Lnierahi  Isle,  wh.M-e  the  former  was  l)o'rn 
on  the  22tl  of  June,  1827,  in  County  .Mayo,  the  latter  having  been  born 
in  County  Kerry,  in  the  year  1831.  In  his  native  county  in  Ireland  .lohn 
Lundy  was  reared  to  the  age  of  twelve  years  and  he  then  accoiiipanieil 
his  elder  brother,  Richard,  to  Manchester.  England,  in  wbieh  eil>  iioth 
were  employed  in  factories  until  1853,  when  they  manifested  their  aiulii- 
tion  and  self-reliance  by  immigrating  to  the  Ignited  States,  feelini:  assured 
of  better  opportunities  for  the  winning  of  independence  and  prns[)erity 
in  this  country.  The. two  sturdy  young  sons  of  JM-in  einharked  on  a  sail- 
ing vessel  of  the  type  common  to  that  period,  and  seven  \veeks  and 
three  days  elapsed  ere  they  completed  their  weary  voyage  and  landed 
in  New  York  City.  They  soon  made  their  way  to  Reading,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a  few  months  later  they  came  to  Ohio  and  found  employ- 
ment at  farm  work,  in  Erie  County.  The  life  of  tlie  aerieultin-ist  made 
strong  appeal  to  John  Lundy  and  he  determined  to  In  nd  his  energies  to 
the  goal  of  independent  identification  with  agrieultural  pursuits,  lliough 
his  advancement  must  needs  be  gained  solely  through  his  own  ability 
and  efforts.  He  was  not  lacking  in  a  full  reinforcement  of  self-reliance 
and  ambition,  and  finally  initiated  his  individual  operations  as  a  farmer 
by  coming  to  Erie  County  and  renting-  the  Me.Alann  Farm,  on  the  Bogart 
Road,  in  Huron  Township.  <  )n  this  phn-e  he  remained  eight  years,  apply- 
ing himself  with  eharaeteiastie  \\<j:«r  and  eflieieney  and  carefully  con- 
serving the  financial  returns  from  his  arduous  labors.  He  then  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  fifty-five  acres  in  the  same  vicinity  and  situated  on  the 
Lane  Road,  in  the  western  part  of  Huron  Township.  He  developed  one  of 
the  fine  farms  of  the  county  and  on  the  same  made  permanent  improve- 
ments of  an  excellent  order,  including  the  erection  of  a  good  house  of 
eleven  rooms  and  a  substantial  barn,  36x50  feet  in  dimensions.  Ho 
proved  himself  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  and  stockgrowers  of 
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the  county  and  iirvci-  hud  cause  to  regret  his  choice  of  location  or  vocation. 
On  this  lidiii.  St,  a.l  .Idliii  l-ii)i(ly  continued  to  reside,  a  well-knowji  and 
distiiiiiivi'l,\  jHiiailar  riturn  nl'  Erie  County,  until  tlie  time  of  his  death, 
which  ucciuicd  uu  ilie  liTlh  of  Jauuaiy,  1915,  his  cherished  and  devoted 
wife  having  passed  away  in  1886  and  the  remains  of  both  being  laid  to 
rest  in  St.  Joseph '.s  Cemetery,  in  the  City  of  Sandusky.  Both  were 
devout  communicants  of  the  Cathnlip  Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  they 
carefully  reared  tlicii-  cliildirii.  .Mi-.  Lmuly  was  an  uncompromising 
advocate  of  the  principles  .if  the  ihaimcratie  party,  took  a  loyal  interest 
in  local  affairs  of  a  public  order  and  lield  varioiis  township  offices.  Mrs. 
Ann  (Haley)  Lundy  was  a  young  woman  of  seventeen  years  when,  in 
1848,  she  immigrated  to  the  United  States  and  joined  her  brother  John 
and  her  elder  sister,  Mrs.  Eliza  i\IcDermott,  both  of  whom  had  estab- 
lished their  home  in  Ohio  and  both  of  whom  passed  the  closing  years  of 
their  lives  in  Erie  County,  each  having  attamed  to  advanced  age.  Mrs. 
Lundy  proved  a  devoted  and  efficient  helpmeet  to  her  husband  and 
reared  her  children  with  all  of  kindness  and  solicitude,  so  that  by  them 
her  memory  is  held  in  lasting  reverence.  Of  the  childi-en  the  eldest  was 
John,  Jr.,  who  died,  a  bachelor,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years;  Thomas 
J.  of  this  review  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Anthony  Klein,  they  reside  in  the  City  of  Huron,  this  county,  and  have 
several  children;  William,  ^vho  is  serving,  in  1915,  as  sheriff  of  Erie 
County,  married  ]\liss  .\nn  Steiner  and  they  have  one  son  and  one  daugh- 
ter; Ella  is  the  wife  nf  Sineui  I'urcell,  of  Toledo,  and  they  have  one  son. 

Thomas  J.  Lundy  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  farm  and 
acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  and  parochial  schools  of  Erie 
County.  He  has  never  abated  by  one  jot  or  tittle  his  allegiance  to  the 
fundamental  industry  of  agriculture,  and  has  made  the  same  a  medium 
for  the  achieving  of  marked  success  and  prosperity.  His  farm  com- 
prises fifty-tive  acres  of  most  fertile  land,  the  place  is  well  improved  and 
he  is  indefatigable  in  his  labors  to  gain  the  maximum  returns  in  his  culti- 
vation of  the  willing  soil  and  his  raising  of  livestock  of  excellent  grades. 
He  is  loyal  and  liberal  in  his  civic  attitude  and  though  he  takes  lively 
interest  in  communal  affairs  and  is  ever  ready  to  support  progressive 
measures  and  enterprises  for  the  general  good,  he  has  manifested  no 
desire  for  public  office.  His  political  support  is  given  unreservedly  to 
the  cause  of  the  democratic  party  and  he  and  his  family  are  communi- 
cants of  the  Catholic  Church. 

In  the  township  that  is  now  his  place  of  residence  was  solemnized  the' 
marriage  of  Mr.  Lundy  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Purcell,  the  wedding  having 
been  celebrated  on  the  15th  of  April,  1896.  Mrs.  Lundy  was  born  in 
Oxford  Township  on  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Huron  Township.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Simon  and  Bridget 
(Higgins)  Purcell,  both  natives  of  Ireland.  They  are  still  residents  of 
Huron  Township  and  are  now  venerable  in  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lundy 
have  six  children— John  W.,  Simon  R.,  Thomas  J.,  William  Leo,  Edward 
M.,  and  Mary  A.  The  eldest  son  is  attending,  in  1915,  a  business  college 
in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  and  the  other  children  are  members  of  the 
home  circle,  Simon  R.  being  his  father's  efficient  as.sistant  in  the  work 
of  the  farm. 

Ceorge  V.  TTixnr.  iMore  fertile  and  productive  land  than  that  found 
in  tile  line  farm  of  .Mr.  llinde  can  scarcely  be  looked  for  in  the  entire 
limits  of  tile  (lid  I'.nckeye  Slati\  and  his  homestead  is  most  eligibly  sit- 
uated in  Huron  To\vnsiii|),  is  admirably  improved  and  maintained  in  the 
best  order,  and  indicates  to  even  the  casual  observer  the  thrift  and  pro- 
gressivene.ss  of  the  fortunate  owner.  l\Ir.  Ilinde  takes  due  pride  in 
reverthig  to  Erie  County  as  the  place  of  his  nativity  and  he  is  a  repre- 
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seutative  of  oue  of  the  old,  well-known  and  liighl^'  honored  faniilies  of 
this  favored  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Hinde  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm  of  his  parents  in  Huron 
Township,  this  county,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
Joseph  Hinde  and  Ellen  (O'Birne)  Hinde,  both  natives  of  Ireland,  the 
father  having  been  born  in  County  Galway,  on  the  11th  of  November, 
1810,  and  the  motlier  having  been  born  in  County  Carlow,  on  the  Gth  of 
December,  1824.  William  Joseph  Hinde  was  a  sou  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Galway)  Hinde,  the  former  of  whom  passed  his  entire  life  in  the  Emer- 
ald Isle  and  the  latter  of  whom  came  with  her  children  to  America.  Wil- 
liam J.  Hinde  was  oue  of  the  patriarchal  citizens  of  Erie  County  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at  his  beautiful  home  in  Huron  Town- 
ship on  the  29th  of  Julj',  1905,  only  a  few  months  prior  to  his  ninety-fifth 
birthday  anniversary.  He  was  I'eared  and  educated  in  his  native  county, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  father  he  came  with  his  widowed  mother  and 
other  members  of  the  family  to  the  United  States,  the  family  company 
having  included  his  brothers  Patrick,  James,  Robert,  Edward  and  Joseph, 
and  his  sister  Amanda.  He  was  about  nineteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
this  immigration,  in  1829,  and  for  seven  years  after  leaving  his  native 
land  he  had  been  bound  out  or  indentured  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter 
aud  joiner,  in  which  he  became  an  expert  artisan.  He  finally  came  to 
Erie  County,  and  here  found  ready  demand  for  his  services  in  the  wor-k 
of  his  trade.  He  became  one  of  the  best  known  ship  carpenters  along  the 
Ohio  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  and  his  work  took  him  also  to  other  important 
lake  ports,  including  the  City  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  He  was  engaged  in 
working  at  his  trade  at  many  of  the  important  ports  along  the  Ohio 
shores  of  the  lake,  though  he  always  looked  upon  Erie  County  as  his  home 
aud  the  center  of  his  interests.  This  sturdy  and  valued  artisau  assisted 
in  the  building  of  many  ves.sels  and  smaller  craft  placed  in  commission 
in  the  navigation  service  of  the  Great  Lakes,  and  he  gained  wide  reputa- 
tion for  his  splendid  skill  as  a  mechanic,  as  well  as  for  his  unalloyed 
steadfastness  and  integrity  of  purjjose  iu  all  of  the  relations  of  life.  His 
course  was  guided  and  governed  by  the  highest  principles,  he  was  liberal 
and  broad-minded,  aud  he  commanded  the  unqualified  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow  men  until  the  close  of  his  signifieaiii  ly  loni;-  and  useful 
life.  For  a  number  of  years  he  lived  on  the  Hurcm  T<i\viislii))  farm  of 
sixty-five  acres  that  had  come  as  an  inheritance  to  his  wife,  and  he  even- 
tually added  to  the  area  of  his  landed  estate  by  the  purchase  of  a  farm 
of  118  acres  and  the  later  obtaining  of  an  adjacent  tract  of  forty  acres. 
He  was  thus  numbered  among  the  representative  agriculturists  of  the 
county  for  a  long  jjeriod  of  years,  and  upon  his  liDinestcad  he  elected  in 
1881  a  house  that  was  considered  at  the  time  to  ]»■  th.-  must  |iei-tert  in 
construction  to  be  found  in  Erie  County.  He  also  .  le.teil  exidlent 
barns  and  other  fanu  buildings  on  his  homestrad  phe'c.  and  iiis  entire 
active  career  was  marked  by  energy,  enterpiise  and  matuie  .juil^inent. 
Though  he  was  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  zealous  in 
its  support,  he  was  never  intolerant  or  bigoted,  but  had  appreciation  of 
the  good  qualities  of  others,  was  willing  to  permit  to  his  fellow  men  the 
same  latitude  in  opinion  which  he  himself  claimed,  and  he  was  always 
ready  to  aid  in  the  furtherance  of  tliese  nu'asinvs  pi-ojected  for  the  gen- 
eral good  of  the  community.  Mr.  Hiihle  was  one  of  the  most  honored, 
even  as  he  was  one  of  the  most  venerable,  citizens  of  Huron  Township 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  his  memory  is  revered  by  those  who  came 
within  the  compass  of  his  genial  and  kindly  influence,  this  also  having 
been  significantly  true  in  the  case  of  his  devoted  wife,  who  was  a  woman 
of  most  gentle  and  sympathetic  nature  and  who  preceded  him  to  the  life 
eternal,  her  death  having  occurred  on  the  18th  of  September,  189;?, 
shortly  prior  to  her  seventieth  birthday  anniversary,  and  she  likewise 
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having  been  an  earnest  eonmuinicant  of  the  Catholic  Chnreh.  Mv.  Ilinde 
was  a  democrat  in  national  polities,  but  in  local  affairs  he  subordinated 
strict  partisanship  and  sjave  his  support  to  the  men  and  measures  meeting 
the  approval  <jf  his  jiiclLrnicnt. 

In  this  s1;il.-  wns  siilnunized  tlic  marriage  of  William  J.  Ilinde  to 
Miss  Ellen  U'itirnc,  who,  as  previously  stated,  was  born  in  County  Car- 
low,  Ireland,  on  the  (Jth  of  Decendier,  1824.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Bridget  O'Birne,  and  was  a  child  of  about  three  years  at 
the  time  of  the  family  innnigration  to  the  United  States,  she  having  been 
reared  am!  rchn-atcil  in  Ohio.  llrs.  Hinde  was  a  half-sister  of  Senator 
Heni'\  Iv  ( >ll;m.in,  of  Sandusky,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influen- 
tial citizrns  of  this  siciion  of  the  state  and  long  a  jiower  in  political 
affairs,  the  senator  ha\  ini^-  licm  jirominent  also  in  the  :Masoiiii-  fi'aternity, 
in  which  he  was  a  rfprcs(iitativ<'  of  the  thirty-third  dcRivc-  df  Hi.'  Si'ottish 
Rite.  Of  the  children  of  William  J.  and'Ellen  Hlmlr  th.-  ihlest  was 
Thomas,  who  died  in  1897,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  lie  was  a  bach- 
elor and  was  in  the  railwa.y  service  for  thirty-seven  years,  during  the 
major  part  of  which  period"  he  was  employed  as  a  conductor  with  what 
is  now  the  Big  Four  Railroad.  Maria,  the  .second  child,  became  the  wife 
of  Elias  Everett  and  both  are  now  deceased,  four  children  surviving 
them,  ilarv.  who  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Huron  Township,  in 
1851,  sfill  r.siilcs  at  the  place  of  her  birth,  is  a  woman  of  great  mental 
and  ph\  siral  ahitness  and  is  loved  by  all  wlio  know  her,  her  independence 
in  thou.uht  and  action  being  indicated  ])y  her  spinsterhood.  James  J.  is 
one  of  the  interested  principals  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Ilinde 
&  Daueh  Paper  Manufacturing  Company,  in  the  City  of  Sandusky, 
where  he  and  his  wife  have  their  joleasant  home,  with  both  sons  and 
daughters  to  complete  an  attractive  family  circle.  Isabel  liecame  the 
wife  of  Darwin  Boise  and  died  soon  after  her  marriage.  George  F.,  of 
this  review,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  William  J.  resides  on  his 
excellent  farm  of  100  acres,  in  Huron  Township,  has  been  twice  married 
and  has  six  children. 

George  F.  Hinde  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  piiblic  schools  in 
his  native  county  and  here  also  attended  the  normal  school  at  Milan, 
after  which  he  passed  five  years  as  a  successful  and  popular  teacher  in  the 
district  schools,  his  pedagogic  labors  having  been  rendered  in  Districts 
No.  7  and  No.  4,  Huron  Township.  It  was  -but  natural  that  with  a  deep 
appreciation  of  the  dignity  and  attractiveness  of  the  life  of  the  farm, 
that  Mr.  Ilinde  should  eventually  resume  his  allegiance  to  the  great 
basic  iiidiisti-y  miller  whose  inlliieiiccs  he  was  r.  ared.  He  has  thus  l)ecome 
one  of  1hi'  jirnuivssivr  and  ivpi'esciital  i  w  auiarnlf  urisl s  and  stiir]<L;rowers 
of  his  native  ennnty,  and  his  linely  iin|)i'.)ved  larm  .if  lifty-ene  a<'res  is 
one  of  renuiikalilx'  Hne  soil  eenstitneney  and  s|i|eiidi(l  productiveness.  Its 
fertility  is  indicated  by  1he  characier  and  Nolnme  ,d'  products,  the  average 
annuafyield  of  cnrnhcing  sixty  Imshels  In  the  a.-re;  wheat  more  than 
thirtv  bushels;  and  potatoes  of  ilie  best  -i-adi'.  nmie  than  200  bushels  to 
the  aciv.  The  soil  is  of  fine  black  loam,  with  ela.\  snhsoil,  and  the  farm  is 
equipped  with  a  most  complete  and  elVective  system  of  drainage,  mostly 
of  the  tile  order. 

Broad-minded  and  progressive  as  a  citizen  and  well  fortified  in  his 
opinfons,  "Sh:  Hinde  takes  a  loyal  interest  in  all  that  touches  the  com- 
munal welfare  and  ailvancement.  his  political  proclivities  are  indicated 
li\-  the  supi)ort  whii-h  he  gives  to  the  democratic  ]>arty  where  national 
and  .state  issues  are  involved,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic 
Chni-ch.  (if  whi<h  he  is  a  eomnmnicant,  Mr.s.  Ilinde  holding  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  first  wife  of  I\Ir.  Hinde  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Bertha  Kiefer, 
and  she  was  born  and  reared  in  Huron,  where  she  was  a  j^opular  teacher 
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in  t-he  public  schools  for  some  time  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  was  sum- 
moued  to  the  life  eternal  iu  ISDi),  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  aud  is  sur- 
vived by  no  cliildreii.  In  16DS  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hiude 
to  jMiss  Nettie  Emmous,  who  was  born  at  Collins,  this  county,  but  who 
was  reared  to  adult  age  iu  the  State  of  Tennessee.  The  three  children  of 
this  union  are  Frances,  Thomas  aud  George  Raymond.  Miss  Frances, 
who  was  born  iu  the  year  1900,  is  at  the  time  of  this  writing  a  student  in 
the  high  school  iu  the  City  of  Sandusky,  aud  Thomas  is  iu  the  eighth 
grade  of  the  local  schools  of  hLs  home  township. 

In  addition  to  his  successful  farming  operations  Mr.  Hiude  has  devel- 
oped a  prosperous  enterprise  iu  the  buymg  and  selling  of  high-grade 
fruit  trees,  aud  he  has  doue  much  through  this  medium  to  foster  the  fruit 
industry  iu  his  home  county. 

Henry  G.  Bruns.  Thirty-eight  years  have  passed  since  Henry  G. 
Bruns  took  his  residence  iu  Northern  Ohio,  and  during  this  long  period 
of  time  he  has  been  known  to  the  people  of  Erie  County  as  au  industrious, 
paiustakiug  aud  energetic  farmer,  a  man  of  progressive  ideas  aud  thor- 
oughly alive  to  the  needs  of  his  community,  aud  a  citizen  who  has  always 
beeu  ready  to  perform  his  duties  and  responsibilities.  His  labors  have 
been  well  directed  and  have  given  him  a  full  measure  of  success,  for  at 
this  time  he  is  the  owner  of  a  handsome  property,  lying  in  Huron  Town- 
ship, 2'/i2  miles  from  Huron. 

Mr.  Bruns  was  born  iu  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany,  Decem- 
ber 22, 1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  Bruns  aud  a  grandson  of  Frederick 
Bruns,  Sr.,  both  of  whom  passed  their  entire  lives  iu  their  native  land, 
the  grandfather  passing  away  in  the  prime  of  life  after  a  career  passed 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  Frederick  Bruns,  the  father  of  Henry  C.  Bruns, 
was  born  iu  1821,  and  grew  up  on. the  paternal  farm,  receiving  au 
ordinary  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  married  in  Germany 
to  Cathei-ine  Weukleman,  who  was  born  in  1825,  at  the  same  place,  and 
after  their  marriage  they  settled  down  to  agricultural  pursuits,  both 
being  close  to  threescore  and  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  their  demise. 
They  were  faithful  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  which  they  attended 
all  their  lives.  Mr.  aud  ilrs.  Bruns  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  but  one  was  a  daughter,  Anna,  who  married  a  Mr.  Bostleman, 
has  four  children  and  lives  in  the  Province  of  Hanover.  The  six  sons, 
Fred,  Pleury  C.,~  Heiurich,  Dietrich,  William  and  Herman,  are  all  living 
and  all  are  married,  with  the  exception  of  Heiurich,  whose  history  has 
been  lost  for  the  past  thirty-five  years. 

Like  the  sous  of  most  German  farmers  in  moderate  circumstances, 
Henry  C.  Bruns  divided  his  boyhood  between  attendance  at  the  public 
schools  aud  assisting  his  parents  in  the  work  of  the  homestead.  He  was 
sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  decided  that  better  opportunities  awaited 
him  in  America,  and  accordingly,  iu  1871.  emigrated  to  this  country  by 
way  of  Bremen  to  New  York  on  the  ship  Deutchland.  From  the  eastern 
metropolis,  he  made  his  way  to  Henry  County,  Ohio,  and  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  located  on  Kelleys  Island,  located  twelve  miles  out  in 
Lake  Erie  from  Sandusky.  He  spent  five  years  there  or  more,  and 
was  married  during  that  time,  in  1877,  to  Miss  Christina  Beatty,  who 
was  born  iu  Summit  County,  Ohio,  October  7,  1850,  and  who  moved  to 
Kelleys  Island  in  1854  with  her  parents,  Lewis  aud  Mary  (Smouse) 
Beatty,  who  were  born  in  Russia,  of  German  parents.  The  father 
died  on  Kelleys  Island  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years._  and  the 
mother  when  seventy-five  years  of  age.  Two  of  their  sons,  Michael  aud 
Jacob,  served  as  Union  soldiers  during  the  Civil  war,  one  married  and  all 
are  deceased,  Andrew  dying  when  about  forty  years  of  age.  Beside  ]\lr.s. 
Bruns  there  ai-e  living  two  sons:  Henry,  who  is  married  and  lives  on 
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Kelleys  Island,  and  William,  who  is  married,  has  a  family,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Huron  Township. 

Two  children  have  been  "born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bi'uns:  Mamie,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  J.  liolliger,  of  Toledo,  now  pastor  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church  at  Lorain,  and  has  a  son,  Herbert  H. ;  and  Lewis  Fred- 
erick, thirty-two  years  of  age,  reared  in  Huron  Township  and  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  this  locality  and  the  Sandusky  Business  College, 
now  engaged  in  farming  with  his  father,  married  Sophia  Wagner,  and 
now  has  one  son,  Robert  H.,  aged  four  years. 

The  year  1877  saw  Mr.  Bruus'  arrival  in  Huron  Township,  where  his 
fatlier-in-law  had  purchased  a  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  lake  and 
IMarket  Road,  No.  13  Noi'th.  He  has  added  from  time  to  time  to  his 
propert.y,  and  at  the  present  time  is  cultivating  235  acres,  on  which  he 
grows  everything  known  to  this  climate,  including  all  kinds  of  large  and 
small  fruit.  He  has  developed  an  excellent  farm,  with  substantial  build- 
ings and  modern  improvements  of  eveiy  kind,  and  his  progressive 
methods  and  up-to-date  ideas  have  been  combined  with  his  industrious 
labor  in  winning  him  success.  Mr.  Bruns  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Association,  in  which  he  has  been  a  trustee  for  a  long 
period  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  for  thirty-five  years. 
He  and  his  sons  are  republicans  in  their  political  views.  Mr.  Bruns' 
standing  in  business  circles  is  that  of  a  citizen  of  integrity  and  probity, 
and  his  wide  circle  of  friends  testifies  to  his  general  popularity. 

August  C.  Klein.  No  nation  has  given  to  the  United  States  a  more 
valuable  element  of  citizenship  than  has  the  great  German  Empire,  and 
no  class  has  evinced  more  loyalty  to  American  ideas  and  institutions, 
even  under  the  present  horrific  conditions  of  warfare  in  Europe,  when 
the  sons  of  the  Fatherland  can  not  but  feel  sympathy  for  their  native 
land.  He  to  whom  this  brief  sketch  is  dedicated  is  known  and  honored 
as  one  of  the  sterling  German  citizens  and  representative  agriculturists 
of  Erie  County,  and  though  he  claims  Germany  as  the  land  of  his  nativity 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  Ohio  from  childhood  and  is  primarily  and 
emphatically  an  American  in  spirit  and  ideals. 

^Ir.  Klein  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Westphalia,  Rhenish  Prussia, 
and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was  October  4,  1864.  He  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Catherine  Klein,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  that  same 
province  of  Prussia,  where  the  respective  families  have  been  established 
for  many^  generations.  In  their  Fatherland  the  parents  continued  to 
reside  until  there  ]i:id  liciii  1iorn  to  them  the  following  named  children: 
John,  Alice,  Catlinin..,  .M.ililda,  August  C,  Anton  and  Charles.  In 
1868.  when  the  shIiJinI  of  I  his  i-eview  was  a  child  of  three  years,  the  fam- 
ily iiiiiiiii;i'a(cd  (d  llir  liiiliMl  States,  the  weary  and  (cinpestuous  voyage 
haviri'j-  Ih'i'ii  iii;i,|c  oh  :i  s.iiling  vessel  and  sixty  da.xs  having  elap.sed  ere 
llii'  lainil\  disciiiliarki-,|  in  ihe  port  of  New  Vuik  City,  in  March  of  the 
year  mentioned.  1^'rom  the  national  metropolis  the  journey  was  contin- 
ued westward  by  rail  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  the  father  rented  a  tract 
of  land  in  Huron  Township,  this  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  for  the  first  two  years  of  his  residence  in  the  land  of  his  adop- 
tion. He  then  purcha.sed  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Ottawa  County,  where 
he  continued  his  industrious  application  and  made  good  pi-ovision  for  his 
family.  At  the  expiration  of  six  years  John  Klein  disposed  of  his  prop- 
erty in  Ottawa  County  and  returned  to  Eric  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  fami  of  ninety-seven  aci-cs  in  Huron  Township,  the  ma.ior  part 
of  this  land  being  now  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  thriving  lit- 
tle City  of  Huron.  On  this  homestead  Mr.  Klein  continued  to  reside 
until  tile  close  of  his  long  and  useful  life,  and  under  his  effective  man- 
agement it   was  develo])ed  into  one  of  the  well  imjiroved  and  specially 
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productive  farms  of  Erie  County.  lie  died  in  February,  1903,  shortly 
before  liis  eighty-second  birthday  anniversary,  and  his  cherisheil  and 
devoted  wife  was  summoned  to  eternal  rest  in  June,  1907,  at  the  age 
of  eightj-two  years.  They  were  folk  of  sterling  and  unassuming  wortli 
and  tlieir  names  and  memories  are  held  in  lasting  honor  in  the  commu- 
nity that  long  represented  their  home  and  in  which  they  lived  and 
wrought  to  goodly  ends.  Both  were  earnest  communicants  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Klein  gave  his  support  to  the  cause  of 
the  democratic  party.  Of  their  children  all  were  born  in  Germany  ex- 
cept the  youngest,  and  concei-ning  them  the  following  brief  record  is 
given:  John  is  now  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Toledo  and  he  has  four 
children ;  Alice,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Kokomo,  Indiana,  is  the  widow 
of  John  Krebser,  and  she- has  foiu-  sons  and  two  daughters;  Catherine 
is  the  wife  of  John  B.  barter  ami  Ihcy  reside  in  the  State  of  California, 
their  children  being  three  daughters ;  ilatilda  is  the  wife  of  Peter 
Hermes,  residing  in  the  City  of  Huron,  Erie  Count}',  and  they  have  one 
daughter;  August  C.  of  this  sketcli  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Anton,  who  likewise  is  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Huron  Town- 
ship, has  two  sons  and  three  daughters ;  Charles  resides  at  Huron  and  his 
children  are  three  sons ;  Christina  was  born  in  Ohio  and  is  the  only  one 
of  the  children  who  can  claim  the  United  States  as  the  place  of  nativity, 
she  being  the  wife  of  Frank  Lonz,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Huron  Town- 
ship, and  they  having  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 

August  C.  Klein  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  and  benignant  discipline 
of  the  farm,  his  rudimentary  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools  of  Ottawa  County  and  later  he  continued  his  studirs  in  the  public 
schools  of  Erie  County,  where  he  was  rearcil  io  ailuK  ii^v  i>u  the  lioiue 
farm  of  his  parents.  He  continued  to  be  associated  with  his  fatlier  in 
the  work  and  management  of  the  farm  until  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
and  after  this  important  event  in  his  life  he  finally  purchased  forty 
acres  of  the  old  homestead  place,  this  action  having  been  taken  in 
July,  1903.  On  his  admirably  productive  and  well  kept  farm,  which 
gives  every  evidence  of  thrift  and  prosperity,  he  has  a  pleasant  resi- 
dence of  seven  rooms,  and  the  other  farm  buildings  prove  adequate  for 
the  uses  to  which  they  are  applied.  The  farm  is  well  drained  and  the 
owner  brings  to  bear  "the  most  approved  and  modem  methods  in  carry- 
ing forward  his  operations  as  a  ]irogressive  agriculturist  and  stock- 
grower.  Though  he  has  never  been  nuiniateil  by  any  desire  to  enter 
the  turbulent  stream  of  so  called  prariical  jMilitirs.  Mr.  Klein^has  showTi 
a  proper  sense  of  civic  duty  and  rcsponsiliility,  has  given  support  to 
measures  and  enterprist>s  advanced  for  the  general  good  of  the  commu- 
nity and  exercises  his  franchise  in  a  generic  way  as  an  advocate  of  the 
cause  of  the  democratic  party.  He  and  his  family  are  earnest  commu- 
nicants of  the  Catholic  Church  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  substan- 
tial farmers  and  loyal  and  upright  citizens  of  Erie  County. 

In  Perkins  Township,  this  county,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Klein  to  Miss  Christine  Hermes,  who  was  reared  and  educated  in 
that  township,  where  her  birth  occurred  on  the  29th  of  April,  1874.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Caroline  (Ansel)  Hermes,  \yho  were  born  in 
Germany  and  concerning  whom  more  specifie  mention  is  made  on  other 
pages  of  this  publication,  in  the  sketch  of  the  career  of  their  son,  Peter. 
Both  parents  of  ]Mrs.  Klein  died  on  tlieir  home  farm  in  Perkins  Town- 
ship shortly  before  attaining  to  the  age  of  fifty  years,  Mr.  Hermes 
having  been  a  eonununicant  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  his  wife  having 
held  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Cliureh.  In  the  final  paragraph  of  this 
article  is  given  brief  record  concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Klein : 

Philip  Anton,  who  was  born  March  6,  1898,  was  afforded  the  ad- 


HISTORY  OP  ERIE  COUNTY  799 

vantages  of  the  public  schools  in  the  City  of  Huron  and  is  now  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  home  farm ;  Leo  Arthur, 
who  was  born  June  19,  1900,  is  a  member  of  the  freshman  class,  that  of 
1918,  in  the  Huron  High  School ;  William  August,  who  was  born  June 
25,  1905,  is  in  the  fifth  grade  of  the  public  schools  at  the  time  of  this 
writing,  in  1915;  and  Paul  Franklin,  who  is  a  personage  of  dignity 
and  importance  in  the  home  circle,  was  born  April  11,  1910. 

Adam  H.  Hahn.  The  stable  occupation  of  farming  has  enlisted  the 
early  as  well  as  later  interest  of  Adam  H.  Hahn,  whose  entire  life,  since 
his  third  year,  has  been  passed  in  Erie  County.  He  has  secured  excel- 
lent financial  results  and  has  evidenced  a  broad  knowledge  of  agricul- 
tural .science,  for  many  yeai-s  of  practical  experience  contribute  to  his 
agricultural  equipment,  and  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  the  free 
and  independent  atmosphere  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Hahn  was  born  in  Hes.se  Darmstadt,  Germany,  near  the  capital, 
January  31,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  Conrad  and  Elizabeth  (Orth)  Hahn, 
natives  of  Hesse  Castle,  Germany,  where  the  former  was  born  in  1828 
and  the  latter  in  1835.  They  were  born  of  parents  who  passed  their 
entire  lives  in  Germany,  and  they  themselves  are  still  living  and  make 
their  home  with  their  son,  Adam  H.  In  1872,  Henry  and  John  Hahn, 
brothers  of  Adam  H.  Hahn,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  took  up 
their  residence  in  Ohio,  where  both  are  now  married  and  have  families, 
Henry  being  a  farmer  near  the  Village  of  Huron,  while  John  lives  on  a 
farm  in  Huron  County.  The  olln  r  cliildicii,  all  bom  in  Germany,  are 
as  follows:  AVilliam,  wlio  is  a  suiitssIiiI  farmer  on  the  Bogart  Road,  in 
Huron  Township,  is  married  and  has  iwo  smis  and  a  daughter;  Theodore, 
who  is  a  farmer  of  Milan  Township,  is  married  and  has  a  daughter; 
Anna,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  Nicholas  Shennen,  a  fisherman  of  Vermillion, 
and  has  two  daughters ;  and  Adam  II.,  of  this  review. 

In  May,  1873,  the  parents  of  Mr.  Hahn,  with  their  four  children,  took 
passage  on  a  sailing  vessel,  the  Deutehland,  from  Bremen,  and  after  a 
voyage  of  fourteen  days  landed  at  New  York.  They  made  their  way  to 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Huron  Township,  in  July,  1873,  this 
community  having  since  been  the  family  home.  After  many  years  passed 
in  hard  and  industrious  toil,  the  parents  succeeded  in  developing  a  good 
property,  with  the  assistance  of  their  children,  and  are  now  living  in 
comfortable  retirement.  In  their  native  land  they  early  joined  the 
Reformed  Church,  and  in  this  country  have  continued  to  be  faithful 
adherents  of  that  faith. 

Adam  II.  Hahn  was  three  years  of  age  when  brought  to  the  United 
States,  and  his  education  was  secured  in  the  public  schools  of  Huron 
Township,  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  Sandusky  Business  College. 
He  was  brought  up  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  been  content  to  make 
farming  his  life  work,  having  entered  upon  his  own  career  at  the  time  he 
attained  his  majority.  He  accumulated  112  acres  of  land,  which  he 
owned  until  1914,  when  ho  (lispo.sed  of  half  of  his  property  and  now 
retains  fifty-six  acres,  located  on  the  Bogart  Road,  two  miles  from  Huron 
on  Rural  Free  Delivery  Rpute  No.  1 .  Mr.  Hahn  has  a  finely  developed 
property,  on  which  he  grows  all  the  staple  products  of  this  section, 
including  corn,  wheat,  oats  and  potatoes,  as  well  as  plenty  of  all  kinds 
of  fruit.  His  buildings  arc  of  a  substantial  character,  and  include  a 
fine  ten-room  liouse,  erected  in  1913,  and  other  modern  and  handsome 
structures.  During  the  forty-two  years  in  which  he  has  been  a  resident 
of  Huron  Township,  Mr.  Hahn  has  impressed  hims(>lf  upon  his  fellow- 
citizens  as  a  man  of  reliability  and  substance,  who  takes  a  keen  interest 
in  his  community  and  its  in.stitutions  and  whose  support  is  freely  given 
to  all  worthy  movements.     He  is  a  repulilican  in  politics,  although  not 
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a  ijolitieian,  and  he  and  I\Irs.  Hahn  are  attendants  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Hahn  was  married  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1899,  to  Miss  Helena 
("Lena")  Dipjael,  who  was  born  January  24,  1874,  at  Clivrlainl,  where 
she  was  reared  and  educated  and  made  her  home  until  Inr  m.iii-iage. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Weise)  DijiiMl.  ilic  Inriuer 
bom  ,'it  Ilfssi-  Castlf,  and  the  latter  at  Hesse-Darmslaill,  (icrmaiiy,  in 
l^^H  ami  1^-lL'.  !■(  N|)(Tii\vly.  Mr.  Dippel  came  to  the  rnitcd  Stat'cs  in 
Jaiiiiai'\,  IMIT.  aiaioii  the  i'Uth  of  that  month  located  at  ('Irv.'lan.l.  where 
he  married  in  1869  Aliss  Weise,  who  had  arrived  in  that  liiy  in  Si  ptem- 
ber,  1865.  For  a  time  Mr.  Dippel  worked  at  the  Grazilla  A'id  W  nrks, 
then  for  ten  or  twelve  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Duaii  (»il  I'oiu- 
pany,  and  April  1,  1878,  purchased  a  coal  yard  in  Clevehnul.  Shortly 
alli  rwaiil  lie  jiurrliasi'd  two  farms  in  Cuyahoga  County,  not  far  from  the 
City  111  (.'liveland.  w  liirli  he  operated  until  the  time  of  his  death,  Decem- 
ber 3,  1912,  Mrs.  Dippel  passing  away  about  four  months  later,  April  20, 
1913.  When  he  an-ived  in  Cleveland,  Mr.  Dippel  was  pos.sessed  of  no 
means,  and  was  forced  to  borrow  25  cents  with  which  to  purchase 
his  first  meal.  This  he  paid  back  the  following  day,  anil  having  secured 
employment  rapidly  worked  his  way  to  an  indeiirnd nt  imsitiou,  being 
the  possessor  of  a  handsome  competence  at  the  timr  nl'  his  demise,  ilr. 
and  -Mrs.  Dippel  were  organizers  and  charter  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church  at  Cleveland,  and  JMr.  Dippel  early  became  an  elder  and  trustee 
thereof,  offices  which  he  held  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Mrs.  Hahn 
was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of  twelve  childi-en,  eight  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  born  in  Cleveland,  of  whom  ten  grew  to  maturity  and  mar- 
ried, and  five  have  children.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hahn  have  had  no  issue. 

John  W.  Starr.  To  the  strong  and  resourceful  man  at  the  present 
day  the  great  fundamental  industries  of  agriculture  and  stock  growing 
offer  greater  opportnnilirs  for  sm-rrssful  enteriirisr  than  at  any  previ- 
ous stage  in  the  worM 's  liistnrx.  ami  Km-  Cdunty  has  its  quota  of  able 
and  progressive  farmm-s  wliosf  driinitr  pi'osprrity  ami  rivir  progressive- 
ness  make  them  one  of  the  nmsi  inrlnnitial  ami  \aluril  rlriiirnts  of  citi- 
zenship. A  prominent  and  liiuhly  rsii  miiil  ii'in  rsrntali\  r  nf  tlirsr  im- 
portant lines  of  industry  in  tin'  riaintx  is  Mr.  Siarr.  w  Im  is  lln-  nwiirr  of 
two  specially  well  improved  and  fruitful  farms  in  Huron  Township, 
his  homestead  place  comprising  113V-.>  acres  and  the  second  farm  having 
an  area  of  seventy  acres,  both  being  eligibly  situated  on  the  Bloomville 
Road  and  on  Rural  Mail  Route  No.  3  from  the  tliiivinti-  little  City  of 
Huron.  The  .soil  rf  i\Ir.  Starr's  land  is  a  fine  luam  with  ilay  subsoil — 
a  combination  that  in.sures  permanent  and  unrivalnl  iVi-lility  and  ]iro- 
ductivencss  when  scientific  methods  are  brought  tn  hrar  in  its  rnltiva- 
tion.  It  is  patent  to  even  the  casual  observer  that  sm^h  nirtluuls  are 
followed  by  the  owner  of  this  propert.y.  and  thr  i-\iilrnt  tlirilt  and 
prosperity  indicate  his  energy,  circumspection  and  good  management; 
he  operates  his  farm  according  to  business  principles,  and  thus  receives 
from  tlie  same  the  maximum  returns.  Mr.  Starr  is  in  no  sense  a  the- 
orist, but  brings  to  bear  malni'c  jmh^inent,  devises  ways  and  means  in 
an  independent  wa.y,  profits  tVnui  i  xprficnee  and  is  indefatigable  in  his 
application,  with  due  appniiatinn  of  the  dignity  and  value  of  the 
vocation  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  entire  active  career.  Mr.  Starr 
devotes  annually  forty  acres  of  his  land  to  the  propagation  of  sweet 
corn  of  the  finest  grades,  and  his  special  success  in  this  line  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  under  normal  eomlitinns  hr  i-iM-i'i\i's  a  yield  of  sweet 
corn  each  j'ear  that  nets  him  an  aviTauv  nl'  ^'-i''  to  thr  an'r.  Wheat  gives 
an  average  of  somewhat  more  tlian  lhii'(.\'  hushrls  to  thr  acre,  and  field 
corn   also   gives   sploidid    returns,    about    twenty-Hve    acres   being   cus- 
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tomarily  devoted  to  its  propagation.  The  permanent  improvements 
upon  tliis  fine  landed  estate  are  of  excellent  order,  the  residence  on 
the  homestead  place  being  a  commodious  and  attractive  modern  house 
of  nine  rooms,  and  among  other  farm  buildings  being  a  substantial  and 
well-equipped  barn  36  by  56  feet  in  dimensions.  The  fine  residence 
of  llr.  Starr  was  erected  within  recent  years  and  is  one  of  the  most 
modeni  rui-.il  lunnrs  in  TTin'oii  Township.  On  his  smallcT  farm  ilr.  Starr 
has  rir.iiilx  n-, diMi  ,i  line  liaiih'  liuuse,  which  the  sun  now  (ncnpics.  in 
additiiiii  t(i  ilmi'silird  auririiliui'f,  lie  gives  much  alli-nlinu  tu  llu-  raising 
of  high-grade  live  stock,  especially  the  Holstein  type  of  cattle,  and  the 
raising  of  sheep  for  mutton  product. 

Mr.  Starr  has  resided  upon  his  present  homestead  farm  for  the  past 
forty  years,  and  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
Erie  County,  which  has  represented  his  home  from  the  time  of  his 
nativity.  He  was  horn  on  his  father's  pioneer  farm,  not  far  removed 
from  his  ])i'rscii)  linmc,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was  January  24, 
1852.  He  has  :il\\a\s  I n  a  ivsiilmt  of  Huron  Township  and  his  ster- 
ling qualitii's  lia\c  L;i\cn  liini  in\iolable  place  in  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  community,  so  that  in  his  case  there  can  be  no  application 
of  the  scriptural  aphorism  that  "a  prophet  is  not  witlrout  honor  save  in 
his  own  country."  Mr.  Starr  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the 
farm  and  dul.y  availed  himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  local  schools, 
so  that  in  his  youth  he  waxed  strong  in  mental  and  physical  powers, 
neither  of  which  have  been  permitted  to  wane,  it  being  specially  worthy 
of  note  tliat  he  is  a  man  of  much  athletic  vigor  at  the  present  time  and 
friMpicnlly  afti'sts  his  continued  strength  and  agility  by  turning  hand- 
sprin,y>:.  :i  pi'rlni-mance  which  he  gives  with  the  vigor  of  a  youth. 

Tlie  English  progenitors  of  the  Starr  family  came  to  this  country 
long  prior  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  original  settlement 
was  made  in  the  Massachusetts  Colony.  Representatives  of  the  name 
were  later  numbered  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  the  familj^  has  in  later  generations  sent  forlh  emissaries  into 
various  other  states  of  the  Union.  The  name  has  ever  stood  exponent  of 
strong  and  worthy  manhood  and  gentle  and  gracious  womanhood,  as 
one  generation  has  followed  another  on  to  the  stage  of  life's  activities, 
and  though  this  article  does  not  permit  or  demand  a  detailed  record 
concerning  the  history  of  this  staunch  colonial  family,  it  is  pleasing  to 
state  that  a  (•omi)r('liensive  and  carefully  compiled  genealogy  of  the 
Starr  family  in  America  has  been  compiled  and  published  by  Dr.  Com- 
fort Starr,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  he  having  been  born  in  the  vear 
1835. 

John  W.  Starr  is  a  great-grand.son  of  Josiah  Starr,  son  of  John,  and 
this  ancestor  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  whei-e  he  was  reared 
to  manhood.  He  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Portage  County.  Ohio, 
whiM'f  lie  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  he  having  been  a  tailor  by 
ti'ade  and  vocation.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  I\Ieth- 
odist  Ejiiscopal  Church.  Their  son  John,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  review,  was  born  in  the  old  Empire  State,  in  1774.  and  about  the 
opening  of  the  nineteenth  century  he  removed  to  Saratoga  County,  tliat 
state,  where  he  remained  until  1828.  In  that  year  he  came  with  his 
family  to  Ohio  and  established  his  home  in  Portage  County,  whence  he 
came  to  Erie  Conidy  in  1831.  becoming  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  the 
forest  wilds  of  the  present  Huron  Township,  where  his  death  occurred, 
with  suddenness  and  slight  premonition,  in  the  year  1833.  In  his  youth 
he  had  learned  the  hatter's  trade,  but  the  major  part  of  his  active  career 
was  given  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Josiah  Starr  married  Miss  Sarah 
Chandler,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Charity  (Andrews)  Chandler.  She 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  March,  1782,  and  passed  the  clos- 
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ing  }-ears  of  her  life  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  she  died  in  August, 
1862.  Of  the  children  of  this  honored  pioneer  couple,  John  Miltou, 
father  of  him  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  was  the  second  of 
four  sous,  there  having  been  also  two  daughters,  the  younger  of  whom, 
Harriet,  died  in  infancy.  The  four  sous  .and  the  other  daughter  attained 
to  maturity  and  all  married  and  reared  children.  All  are  now  deceased, 
their  names  having  been  as  follows:  Josiah  Warner,  John  Milton, 
Joseph,  Samuel  and  Mary. 

John  Milton  Starr  was  born  at  Malta,  Saratoga  County,  New  York, 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1813,  and  in  his  native  place  he  acquired  his 
rudimentary  education.  lie  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  at  the  time  of 
the  family  removal  to  Ohio,  in  1828,  and  was  a  sturdy  youth  of  eighteen 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Erie  County.  His  father  had  secured 
a  large  tract  of  land  in  Huron  Township,  and  on  this  pioneer  farmstead 
he  continued  to  be  associated  with  his  brothers  in  the  reclamation,  im- 
proving and  cultivation  of  land  until  he  had  attained  to  his  legal 
majority. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  1850,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  John 
M.  StaiT  to  Miss  Deborah  Maria  Wilkinson,  who  was  born  at  Potter, 
Yates  County,  New  York,  on  the  30th  of  July,  1828,  and  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Benoni  and  Polly  Dolph  (Hardy)  Wilkinson,  who  became 
pioneer  settlers  of  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  they  died  when  well 
advanced  in  years.  After  his  marriage  ]Mr.  Starr  established  their  home 
on  the  extensive  and  attractive  farm  in  Huron  Township,  and  a  portion 
of  their  old  homestead  is  now  owned  by  their  son,  John  W.,  of  this 
review.  Their  original  domicile  was  a  log  house  of  the  type  common 
to  the  pioneer  days,  but  with  the  passing  years  ever  increasing  pros- 
perity attended  them  and  the.  closing  period  of  their  lives  was  passed 
in  a  substantial  and  commodious  house  which  Mr.  Starr  had  erected  as 
a  homestead  many  years  previously,  he  having  in  the  meanwhile  becoim- 
one  of  the  leading  agriculturists,  substantial  business  men  and  influen- 
tial and  progressive  citizens  of  the  county  in  which  he  lived  from  his 
youth  until  he  was  called  to  the  life  eternal,  his  death  having  occurred 
in  ]901,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and  his  cherished 
and  devoted  wife  having  passed  away  in  June,  1893.  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  Theirs  were  lives  of  unassuming  worth,  they  were  indus- 
trious and  far-sighted  folk  of  strong  mentality  and  of  utmost  kindli- 
ness, and  they  were  sustained  and  comforted  by  deep  Christian  faith, 
their  earnest  convictions  having  caused  them  to  incline  largely  to  the 
Spiritualistic  tenets.  Mr.  Starr  was  a  man  of  mature  judgment,  took 
a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs  and  kept  in  touch  with  the  questions 
and  events  of  the  day  even  in  his  venerable  yeai-s,  his  political  allegiance 
having  been  given  without  reservation  to  the  democratic  party. 

Concerning  the  children  of  John  IM.  and  Deborah  M.  (Wilkinson) 
Starr,  the  following  brief  record  is  entered:  John  Wilkinson  Starr, 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  eldest  of  the  number.  Arthur 
E.  Starr,  who  married  Mary  Guiisaulus,  is  a  resident  of  Brook.  Newton 
County,  Indiana,  and  has  three  children,  Vine,  Edith  and  Edward  E. 
Mary  D.  Starr  first  wedded  Charles  A.  Stine,  who  was  survived  by  one 
son,  Walter.  She  later  married  Charles  W.  Hart,  who  likewise  is  de- 
ceased, and  who  is  survived  by  three  children — Arthur,  RoUin  (de- 
ceased) and  Halton.  Edward  Joseph  Starr  died  in  childhood.  Ella 
Starr  was  twice  wedded,  her  first  husband,  Lewis  Link,  being  sur- 
vived by  one  son,  Starr  Link,  and  no  children  having  been  born  of  the 
second  union,  to  Elmer  Highland,  Mrs.  Highland  being  now  deceased. 

John  Wilkinson  Starr  has  well  upheld  the  high  prestige  of  the  family 
name  both  as  a  successful  agriculturist  and  as  a  progressive,  loyal  and 
public-spirited    citizen.      His   active    career   has   been    one   of   constant 
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advancement  and  increasing  prosperity,  and  he  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive farmers  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  his  native  county,  where 
his  circle  of  friends  is  virtually  coincident  with  that  of  his  acquaint- 
ances. In  politics  he  maintains  an  independent  attitude  and  gives  his 
support  to  the  men  and  measures  meeting  his  approval,  without  regard 
to  partisan  lines.  He  and  his  family  hold  to  the  Spiritualistic  faith  and 
are  active  and  zealous  in  the  suijport  of  its  organized  bodies. 

On  Jamiars'  18,  1875,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Jlr.  Starr 
to  iliss  Mary  Margaret  Hart,  who  was  born  in  Huron  Township,  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1855,  and  whose  parents,  William  J.  and  Louisa 
(Shane)  Hart,  who  were  young  folk  at  the  time  of  their  emigration 
from  their  German  Fatherland  to  America  and  the  marriage  of  whom 
was  solemnized  in  Erie  County.  Mr.  Hart  here  engaged  in  the  recla- 
mation and  improvement  of  a  pioneer  farm  of  seventy-five  acres,  in 
Perkins  Township,  and  he  eventually  became  the  owner  of  a  fine  landed 
estate  of  300  acres.  His  first  wife  died  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years, 
and  though  she  was  a  comparatively  young  woman  at  the  time  of  her 
demise,  she  had  become  the  mother  of  fourteen  children  who  attained 
to  years  of  maturity,  and  who  married  and  reared  children,  nine  of  the 
number  being  still  alive.  By  his  second  marriage,  to  Mary  St.  John, 
Mr.  Hart  had  no  children,  and  he  was  seventy-five  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  The  concluding  pai-agraph  of  this  article  is  devoted 
to  a  brief  record  concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starr. 

Edith  passed  to  eternal  rest  at  the  age  of  twenty  j'ears,  a  gracious 
and  popular  young  woman  who  had  been  a  successful  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  her  native  county.  Edna  L.  Avas  six  months  of  age  at  the 
time  of  her  death.  Pearl  Inez  married  Louis  W.  Scheid,  a  farmer  of 
Huron  Township,  and  they  have  five  children,  Cornelius  G.,  Marion  H., 
Inez  L.,  John  Paul  and  Peter  L.  (who  died  in  infancy).  John  Clayton 
died  in  early  childhood.  Mary  Gola  married  first  Henry  Lieb,  and 
they  had  one  child,  Donald  Starr.  She  married  for  her  second  hus- 
band Irvin  Dussell,  a  marine  engineer  on  the  Great  Lakes,  and  a 
native  of  Erie  County.  Rollin  John,  who  is  associated  with  liis  father 
in  the  operation  and  management  of  the  latter's  farms,  married  Miss 
EfBe  H.  Slocum,  who  likewise  was  born  and  reared  in  this  county,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Edith,  the  family  home  being  an  attractive 
modern  residence  on  the  smaller  farm  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Erna  Leone  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Sherrard,  was  but  twenty  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death  and  is  survived  by  one  child,  Marjorie, 
who  remains  with  her  father  at  their  home  in  Newark,  Licking  County. 

Henry  J.  Isaac.  A  lake  shore  farm  in  Huron  Township  which  stands 
almost  in  a  class  by  itself  and  is  easily  one  of  the  most  attractive  along 
the  Sandusky  highway  is  the  fruit  and  dairy  place  owned  and  operated 
by  Henry  J.  Isaac,  situated  on  Rural  Route  No.  1  out  of  Huron.  Mr. 
Isaae  and  his  wife  are  English  people  by  birth  and  are  people  whose 
worth  as  home  makers  and  citizens  entitles  them  to  the  recognition  and 
esteem  they  have  long  enjoyed  in  Erie  County.  Their  farm  property 
represents  a  modest  fortune  and  yet  about  twenty  year.s  ago  both  were 
young  people  without  special  means  and  have  made  their  prosperity 
largely  througli  their  own  efforts  and  enterprise. 

The  Isaac  farm  comprises  seventy-five  acres,  and  all  its  improvements 
are  of  the  highest  class,  comprising  residence  and  outbuildings  with  the 
farm  land  well  utilized  and  arranged.  Mr.  Isaac  is  now  giving  his 
attention  primarily  to  converting  this  farm  into  a  fruit  and  dairy  farm 
and  in  the  meantime  is  carrying  on  business  as  a  general  agriculturist. 
He  liought  the  place  in  1912.  For  seven  years  he  owned  and  occupied 
a  fifty-tliree  acre  farm  in  llie  same  townshi]),  and  sold  that  and  bought 
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140  aeivs  in  Florence  Township,  known  as  the  Judge  Sprague  farm, 
which  he  cultivated  for  six  years  before  coming  to  his  present  location 
in  Huron  Township.  Among  the  many  features  of  this  farm  is  its 
accessibility  to  transportation.  It  is  on  the  electric  interurban  line  and  is 
also  situated  on  the  main  traveled  jMarket  Road,  No.  13,  thoroughfare 
from  Cleveland  to  Toledo.  The  farm  is  watered  by  Sawmill  Creek,  and 
a  great  amount  of  tiling  has  been  placed.  Mr.  Isaac  now  has  2,000  apple 
and  peach  trees,  and  is  planning  an  orchard  that  will  eventually  cover 
thirty  acres. 

Henry  J.  Isaac  was  born  in  Gloucestershire,  England,  May  29,  1850. 
Reared  and  educated  in  his  native  country  he  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1873  and  located  in  Sandusky.  He  came  with  his  parents,  Henry  and 
Susan  (Aust)  Isaac,  who  spent  their  last  years  in  Erie  County  on  a  farm 
in  Perkins  Township.  Henry  Isaac  died  in  1903  when  past  seventy  years 
of  age  and  his  widow  at  the  age  of  seventy  about  three  years  after  her 
husband.  They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  poli- 
tics he  was  a  republican.  There  were  six  children.  Marian,  now 
deceased,  married  George  W.  Shaddock ;  the  second  in  age  is  Henry  J. ; 
Charles  H.  died  when  a  young  man  from  mountain  fever  while  in  the  Far 
West;  Amy  Frances  married  Henry  Brymyer  of  Wa,keman,  Huron 
County,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Susie  and  Grace;  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  "William  Hertlein,  living  on  a  farm  in  this  section  of  Ohio,  and 
their  children  are  Emily,  George,  John,  Hilda  and  Mary;  Elizabeth  is 
the  wife  of  James  Aust  of  Sandusky,  and  their  children  are  named 
Henry,  Herbert  and  Clifford,  twins,  Frances  and  Florence.  It  was  in 
the  City  of  Sandusky  that  Henry  J.  Isaac  married  Alice  Broadley,  who 
is  also  of  English  birth  and  training.  She  was  born  in  Lincolnshire 
November  28,  1869,  and  grow  up  and  received  her  education  in  her  native 
land.  Her  parents  wi'ic  Williinn  and  Alice  (Plumtree)  Broadley,  both 
natives  of  Lincolnshitc.  mIi.ic  her  mother  died  March  23,  1913,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  and  where  her  lather  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five.  For  forty-five  years  William  Broadley  was  overseer  of  a  large 
estate  in  England.  The  Broadleys  were  members  of  the  Church  of 
England.  Mrs.  Isaac  was  the  oldest  of  seven  children,  and  all  the  others 
still  live  in  England,  their  names  being  James,  John,  George,  Annie, 
Lizzie  and  Emma.  Mrs.  Isaac  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of 
twenty-fovir  in  May,  1894,  and  after  a  few  years  of  residence  in  Erie 
County  married,  and  has  since  devoted  all  her  time  and  energies  to  the 
duties  of  her  home  and  co-operation  with  her  husband  in  the  improve- 
ment of  their  property.  Their  children  are :  Henry  J.,  Jr.,  now  fifteen 
years  of  age  and  a  student  in  the  Sandusky  High  School;  Clarence 
George,  aged  thirteen,  and  also  in  high  school;  and  Chai'les  William, 
aged  five  years.  Mr.  Isaac  is  a  republican,  and  while  he  and  his  wife 
are  not  members  of  any  church,  they  are  good  Christian  people,  and  their 
children  are  regular  attendants  at  Sunday  School. 

William  Bruns.  Two  miles  west  of  the  Village  of  Huron  is  situated 
Rye  Beach  Park.  To  the  thousands  who  visit  and  live  along  the  Lake 
Erie  shore  between  Clovelavd  nnd  Sandusky  this  is  one  of  the  best  known 
resorts  of  the  sniiiiiiei-  seasdn.  Us  a11i-active  features  have  been  carefully 
developed  and  iiii|M'(i\  imI  by  William  l>runs,  who  is  the  owner  of  the  land 
comprised  in  the  park  and  also  «if  the  farm  homestead  of  which  Rye 
Beach  was  originally  a  part.  Rye  Beach  Park  is  primarily  a  home  resort, 
and  many  of  the  cottages  and  lots  there  are  owned  and  occupied  by  indi- 
vidual families  and  a  large  part  of  the  annual  volume  of  visitors  go  there 
not  for  a  day  but  for  the  recreation  and  enjoyment'  found  in  weeks  or 
months  of  stay.  The  park  is  located  on  the  well  elevated  shore  on  the 
south  side  of  Lake  Erie  with  a  gentle  slope  down  to  the  water's  edge,  and 
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a  great  vai'iif y  of  native  forest  trees  cover  almost  the  entire  site  except 
the  samly  luai-U  itself.  The  beach  is  accessible  to  the  cities  and  villages 
alouu'  llic  lake  siiore  by  means  of  the  Lake  Shore  Electric  Railway,  whose 
cars  pass  every  hour,  and  there  is  also  a  turnpike  road  to  the  lake  shore. 
Mr.  Bruns,  the  popular  proprietor  of  this  establishment,  invested  a  large 
amount  of  capital  in  improving  the  grounds,  in  the  erection  of  a  commo- 
dious amusement  and  dancing  pavilion,  in  providing  docks  and  boat 
houses,  bath  houses,  bowling  alleys,  and  in  furnishing  all  the  facilities 
for  amusement  a'^d  wholesome  recreation  usually  found  in  summer  resorts 
of  the  highest  class.  He  recently  acquired  thirty-six  acres  adjoining 
this  original  farm,  and  this  has  been  subdivided  into  lots,  thus  doubling 
the  water  frontage  and  increasing  the  fatalities  supplied  bv  Rye  Beach 
Park. 

While  this  park  has  been  the  favorite  center  for  picnic  parties  along 
the  lake  shore  for  many  years,  it  was  due  to  the  enterprise  and  fore- 
sight of  ]Mr.  Bruns  that  its  possibilities  have  been  fully  realized  and 
brought  within  reach  of  the  thousands  who  now  seek  that  favorite  spot 
during  the  heated  terms  of  summer.  Mr.  Bruns  is  a  thorough  business 
man,  has  made  a  success  by  hard  work  and  capable  management  of  his 
affairs,  and  is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Erie  County. 

He  was  born  at  Niendorf,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
November  0,  1S61,  and  was  of  a  high  class  of  German  people.  His 
parents  were  Frederick  and  Catherine  (Winkelman)  Bruns,  both  natives 
of  Hanover.  Ilis  father  was  born  in  1827  and  his  mother  in  1829.  His 
father  began  life  as  a  farmer,  and  was  also  prominent  in  local  official 
positions  in  his  native  country,  and  became  well-to-do  before  his  death  in 
1892.  His  wife  had  died  about  two  or  three  years  previously.  They 
were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Bru)is  was  one  of  six  sons 
and  three  daughters.  The  daughter.  Anna,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Bussel- 
man  and  they  now  occupy  the  old  homestead  back  iu  Germany.  Those 
who  came  to  the  United  States  besides  William  were :  Frederick,  who 
is  a  banker  at  Stryker,  Ohio,  and  has  a  daughter  and  a  married  son ; 
Heinrich  is  a  farmer  in  Huron  Township  of  Erie  County  and  has  a  son 
and  daughter,  both  married;  Hank  went  out  West  and  since  then  his 
\\liirial)iiuts  have  been  unknown;  Dietrich  is  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship and  has  a  son  and  daughter;  Herman  lives  at  the  Village  of  Huron, 
and  has  two  married  daughters  and  a  son. 

Tn  his  native  Kingdom  of  Hanover  William  Bruns  spent  the  years 
of  his  youth  and  childhood,  attended  the  public  schools  until  fourteen 
and  then  worked  at  common  labor  for  several  years.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  ventured  upon  his  own  resources  to  the  New  World,  and 
landed  from  the  ship  Aller  at  New  York  in  May,  1878.  His  first  desti- 
nation was  Napoleon  in  Henry  County,  Ohio,  but  a  few  weeks  later  he 
ari'ived  in  Erie  County,  and  for  about  a  dozen  years  was  employed  in 
various  occupations.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  home  to  attend 
his  father  in  his  last  illness,  and  after  the  funeral  came  again  to  this 
country.  In  Erie  County  he  bought  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Huron  Town- 
ship along  the  lake  shore,  about  two  miles  west  of  the  Village  of  Huron. 
This  was  the  nucleus  of  his  present  Imniesleail,  and  ini'liided  tlie  old  site 
long  known  as  Rye  Beach.  The  sulisri|Urni  addiiiim  i^i  tliirt>-six  acres 
brings  his  land  holdings  up  to  ninei\-|\\()  :iei<-s,  with  the  cxeciition  of 
that  portion  included  in  L'ye  I'.eaeh  Park  which  he  has  subdivided  and 
sold  in  lots.  Forty-li\c  cdltaues  have  been  erected  in  the  park,  and  Mr. 
Bruns  owns  a  numbci-  ol'  theni  which  he  rents  to  summer  sojourners. 

His  own  home  is  a  niodorn  ten-room  residence,  with  basement,  and 
supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water,  with  a  broad  veranda  on  two  sides, 
and  with  every  facility  for  enjoyment  and  comfort. 
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Mr.  Bruns  was  married  in  Huron  Tovvnsliip  to  Rosa  Dingier.  She 
was  born  at  Stuttgart  in  Wuertemberg,  Germany,  April  17,  1873,  a 
daughter  of  ilichael  and  Rosa  (Meyer)  Dingier,  her  father  a  native  of 
Bavaria  and  her  mother  of  WuortiMiili(M-g.  The  father  was  employed  in 
a  factory  at  Stuttgart  and  dicil  ilinv  in  l,s:)3  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  The 
mother  lived  until  1912  and  was  si\ cnty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  Both  were  members  ot  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs.  Bruns  was 
the  first  of  her  family  to  come  to  the  United  States,  and  arrived  in  Erie 
County  in  JMay,  1892.  She  has  since  been  joined  by  two  sisters,  both  of 
whom  are  now  married.  Paulina  Zimmerman  lives  at  Huron  and  has 
three  sons,  and  Freda  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Cams,  and  they  have  two 
sons. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Bruns  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: Alvin  W.,  now  twenty-one  and  living  at  home,  was  educated  in 
the  Huron  High  School  and  the  Sandusky  Business  College;  Harry 
Hugo,  aged  nineteen,  graduated  from  the  Sandusky  High  School  in  1915, 
and  is  now  planning  for  a  professional  career,  probably  in  medicine ; 
Olga  Hulda,  aged  seventeen,  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1917  in  the  San- 
dusky High  School. 

Mr.  Bruns  has  not  only  accomplished  a  great  deal  through  his  efforts 
as  a  farmer  and  in  the  development  of  Rye  Beach  Park,  but  has  for  a 
number  of  years  been  an  important  factor  in  the  public  life  of  his  com- 
munity. He  is  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  for  six  months  filled 
an  unexpired  term  as  postmaster  at  Huron.  As  a  republican  he  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  County  Central  Committee.  He  and  his  wife 
have  done  much  to  promote  the  welfare  and  influence  of  the  local 
Lutheran  Church,  he  has  served  as  one  of  its  trustees  a  number  of  years, 
has  been  superintendent  of  its  Sunday  School  for  about  six  years,  and 
has  given  liberally  to  the  building  of  the  new  church  edifice  and  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  various  charities  and  organizations. 

Antone  J.  GusTAVus.  In  Erie  County  can  be  found  a  number  of 
the  veteran  mariners,  but  probably  none  wdtli  such  a  record  of  experience 
on  both  the  salt  and  fresh  seas  as  Antone  J.  Gustavus.  About  thirty 
years  ago  he  retired  from  the  quarterdeck  of  a  lake  vessel,  on  which  he 
had  been  serving  as  first  mate,  and  became  a  landsman.  He  set  up  as  a 
Lake  Erie  fisherman,  acquired  an  equipment  of  nets  and  other  facilities 
and  in  order  to  refrigerate  his  products  he  built  an  ice  and  fish  house 
in  1884  on  Berlin  Street  on  the  east  side  of  Huron  Village.  In  the 
course  of  the  same  year  a  fire  destroyed  all  his  fishing  equipment  and  the 
ice  house,  and  caused  him  a  loss  of  .$5,000.  After  that  sei-ious  reverse, 
he  began  supplying  the  domestic  w^ants  of  the  village  in  ice,  and  for  the 
past  thirty  years  has  been  chief  ice  dealer  and  distributor  in  Huron. 
His  ice  house  formerly  had  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons,  but  in  1907  he  moved 
to  the  central  part  of  the  town,  bought  a  house  and  lot  and  put  up  a 
plant  of  2,000  tons  capacity.  He  now  does  an  exclusive  ice  business  for 
the  local  trade. 

Mr.  Gustavus  was  born  in  Sweden,  December  26,  1842,  and  represents 
an  old  Swedish  family.  His  parents  were  August  and  Anna  M.  (John- 
son) Gustaveson,  and  after  Mr.  Gustavus  had  gone  to  sea  lie  left  off  the 
"son"  part  of  his  name  and  has  since  .spelled  it  in  the  form  above  given. 
His  parents  spent  all  their  lives  on  a  Swedish  farm,  the  father  dying  at 
the  age  of  seventy  and  the  mother  at  sixty-seven,  and  both  were  devout 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Gustavus  was  the  only  son,  and 
his  two  sisters  spent  their  lives  in  Sweden.  His  early  youth  was  spent 
in  the  vicinity  of  Helsenborge,  and  while  growing  up  he  at  tended  com- 
mon schools.  His  earliest  thoughts  were  of  the  sea  and  at  tlie  age  of 
fifteen  he  could  no  longer  resist  the  calling  to  the  vocation  which  is  the 
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business  of  so  many  Swedish  people,  and  found  employment  on  a  Swed- 
ish vessel.  He  rose  from  galley  boy  to  a  regular  sailor  before  the  mast, 
and  before  he  left  the  sea  he  had  experienced  all  the  i-omantic,  trying 
and  eventful  experiences  of  the  sailor.  After  sailing  from  Swedish  to 
Norway  ports  for  about  two  years,  he  shipped  on  an  English  sailing 
vessel,  and  made  one  or  two  voyages  to  Russia.  He  was  lying  ill  of  the 
cholera  at  Kronstadt  at  the  time  the  old  grand  duke,  later  the  czar, 
brought  his  bride  from  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  to  her  new  home  in  the 
present  Petrograd.  While  sailing  with  Holland  boats  he  went  to  nearly 
all  the  seas  of  the  globe,  and  called  at  many  of  the  well  known  ports  of 
the  civilized  world.  While  consorting  with  English  sailors  he  learned 
their  language,  and  made  the  ports  of  Cardiff  and  Swansea,  Wales. 
From  that  port  he  shipped  on  board  the  Florence  Lee,  which  sailed  from 
the  port  of  Glasgow,  and  made  a  voyage  to  a  port  only  a  few  degrees 
south  of  the  etiuator.  There  the  boat  took  ballast  to  Trinidad,  West 
Indies,  and  took  on  a  cargo  of  molasses  and  sugar  for  Amsterdam,  Hol- 
land. From  Amsterdam  he  shipped  in  a  Holland  bark  to  Wales,  and 
then  loaded  Cardiff  coal  for  Batavia  in  the  East  Indies.  This  ship  re- 
turned with  a  cargo  of  eoft'ee,  sugar  and  other  East  India  products,  and 
made  the  voyage  around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Rotterdam.  Then 
followed  a  voyage  in  the  Holland  bark  Macassa  to  Singapore,  a  trip  of 
a  hundred  days.  From  Singapore  the  ship  proceeded  to  Rangoon,  and 
there  loaded  with  rice  for  Rotterdam.  On  this  voyage  they  were  165 
days  without  landing,  and  the  crew  all  suffered  from  scurvy,  and  were 
nearly  famished  for  food  and  water.  This  was  among  all  his  voyages 
the  most  trjing  experience  Mr.  Gustavus  had  as  a  sailor.  He  subse- 
quently made  five  other  trips  to  India,  at  one  time  on  the  ship  Ritcstraw 
and  then  on  the  Noah  I,  Noah  II  and  Noah  III.  These  were  all  clipper 
ships,  carrying  first  class  passengers  and  general  merchandise  and  re- 
turning with  sugar,  eoft'ee  and  other  products  from  Java.  His  frequent 
visits  to  the  Malay  countries  gave  him  a  familiarity  with  the  Malasian 
language. 

For  sixteen  years  Mr.  Gustavus  sailed  on  the  high  seas,  generally  as 
a  man  before  the  mast  and  as  sail  maker.  He  had  many  narrow  escapes, 
but  was  never  in  an  important  wreck.  At  one  time  his  vessel  was  de- 
tained in  port  for  twenty-one  days  on  account  of  one  of  the  typhoons 
which  are  the  scourge  of  sailors  in  the  Indian  Ocean.  Wlien  he  returned 
on  the  Noah  III  to  Holland  in  1870,  Mr.  Gustavus  decided  to  come  to 
the  United  States  on  a  Nova  Scotia  bark,  and  subsequently  landed  in 
Philadelphia  with  a  friend,  John  Peterson,  a  shipmate.  They  reaehed 
Philadelphia  during  the  winter  and  subsequently  took  passage  on  a  sail- 
ing schooner  to  the  West  Indies  and  spent  some  time  at  Cienfuegos, 
Cuba.  Three  months  later  they  returned  to  Philadelphia,  where  Mr. 
Gustavus  decided  to  come  north  to  the  Great  Lakes.  He  drew  straws 
with  his  friend  to  decide  whether  he  should  go  with  a  party  to  the  lakes 
or  go  around  the  Horn,  and  the  decision  was  in  favor  of  the  visit  to  the 
Great  Lakes.  Thus  was  decided  a  point  which  has  really  proved  the 
most  vital  decision  of  his  life.  Mr.  Gustavus  with  three  companions 
arrived  in  Chicago  in  the  spring  of  1872,  only  a  few  months  after  the 
great  Chicago  fire.  He  shipped  on  a  lake  vessel  from  Chicago  to  Huron, 
Ohio,  with  Capt.  J.  D.  Peterson,  and  continued  in  the  service  of  that 
master  seven  .seasons.  He  was  .second  mate  three  years,  and  the  last 
season  spent  on  the  Great  Lakes  was  as  first  mate. 

On  leaving  the  lake  as  a  sailor  Mr.  Gustavus  engaged  in  the  fishing 
business  at  Huron,  with  pound  and  gill  nets.  For  five  years  that  was 
his  regular  occupation,  and  as  already  stated,  he  built  his  first  ice  house 
in  order  to  refrigerate  his  fish.     Then  came  the  fire,  and  that  proved 
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again  a  critical  factor  in  his  business  career,  diverting  hiui  into  the  ice 
business,  which  he  has  sui-iTssfiilly  followed  for  many  years. 

At  Huron  in  Septrmln  i-.  l>--4.  Mr.  Gustavus  married  Miss  Christina 
Elenz.  She  was  born  in  lluidii  m  1865,  and  has  always  lived  in  this  one 
community.  Her  parents,  Jolni  L.  and  Catherine  (Leaf)  Elenz  were 
early  settlers  in  Huron  and  vicinity.  Her  father  died  here  March  9, 
1893,  and  her  mother  on  September  6,  1895.  They  were  farmers,  ancl 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Gustavus  are  the 
parents  of  three  children.  Tony  M.,  born  July  31,  1885,  is  a  high  school 
graduate,  and  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  managing  the  ice 
business;  Anna  C,  born  November  25,  1887,  was  educated  in  the  Huron 
public  schools,  and  is  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Martin,  a  railway  man  with 
headquarters  and  residence  at  Toledo,  and  they  have  a  daughter.  Gene 
Rcsalind,  burn  :\I;iivh  22,  1914;  Eda  Christina,  born  July  4,  1892,  was 
well  I'ducnlid  ill  ilic  local  high  school  and  also  took  a  commercial  course 
ill  tlir  Siimli'i-s  ( 'ullojc  in  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Mr.  Gustavus  is  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  failli.  while-  bis  wilV  is  Kvangelieal,  and  the  childi-en  have 
each  taken  an  in.li\  iiliial  clmir,'  in  the  matter  of  religious  affiliation. 

Mr.  Gustavus  is  (nic  ot  the  mosl  helpful  citizens  the  Village  of  Huron 
has  had  in  the  past  thirty  years.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  education  and  part  of  the  time  secretary  of  the  board. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  public  affairs  at  the  time  the  new 
waterworks  were  built,  holding  the  office  of  president  at  that  time,  and 
is  still  a  member  of  the  board.  Mr.  Gustavus  is  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  order  in  Ohio,  is  a  past  chancellor  and 
district  deputy  grand  chancellor,  and  for  sevei-al  years  was  county 
deputy  grand  chancellor.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  at  grand  lodge 
for  fifteen  years,  and  his  son  is  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  lodge  of  that 
order.  To  those  who  delight  in  stories  of  the  sea  and  adventure  there  is 
no  more  interesting  character  in  Erie  County  than  Mr.  Gustavus.  In 
addition  to  his  fund  of  reminiscences  concerning  the  years  spent  on  the 
high  seas,  he  possesses  many  interesting  relics  of  his  earlier  career.  He 
still  has  his  Swedish  chest  that  traveled  vdih  him  for  many  thousand 
miles  on  different  vi-ssels,  and  he  also  has  an  old  time  Swedish  pipe,  a 
collection  of  souvenir  cuins  from  many  nations,  including  some  that  are 
very  old,  and  all  these  he  naturally  prizes  for  their  associations  with  tliat 
chapter  of  his  career  w  hieh  was  closed  when  he  settled  down  to  the  quiet 
routine  of  business  in  Huron  more  than  thirty  years  ago. 

Edward  Mantey.  For  a  number  of  years  the  State  of  Ohio  has 
enjoyed  a  well  deserved  reputation  for  the  culture  of  the  vine,  the  dark 
blue-black  grapes  from  this  region  commanding  a  ready  market  in  most 
of  the  great  centers  of  population.  These  are  admirably  adapted  to  the 
production  of  a  light,  wholesome  wine,  which,  used  in  anything  like 
reasonable  moderation,  is  non-intoxicating  but  acts  merely  as  a  gentle 
stimulant.  The  use  of  such  mild  beverages  in  place  of  the  strong  and 
often  poisonous  liquors  generally  classed  as  spirits  has  been  recom- 
mended by  many  eminent  men,  and,  if  adopted,  would  do  much  to 
advance  the  cause  of  true  temperance,  as  it  is  well  known  that  at  least 
nine-tenths  of  the  drunkenness  prevalent  comes  from  the  use  of  spirits, 
drinkers  of  beer  and  light  wines  seldom  going  to  injurious  extremes. 
That  the  manufacture  of  such  mild  stimulants  may  be  carried  on  in  an 
honorable  manner  by  an  honorable  man  is  proved  by  the  example  of 
Edward  Mantey,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Margaretta  TowTiship, 
which  he  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education.  Mr. 
Mantey  was  born  near  Warsaw,  Russia,  January  2, 1853,  a  son  of  August 
and  Doretha  (Pulaski)  Mantey.    Both  his  parents  were  natives  of  Rus- 
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sia,  the  mother  being  a  member  of  the  same  family  from  which  sprang 
the  famous  patriot  Pulaski. 

Edward  ^lantey  was  a  babe  in  his  second  year  when  he  was  brought 
to  America  by  his  parents,  they  locating  first  at  Green  Springs,  Ohio, 
where  they  remained  several  years.  Later  they  removed  to  Kelley's 
Island,  Erie  County,  residing  there  for  a  short  time  during  the  Civil 
war  period.  From  there,  about  1863,  they  came  to  JMargaretta  Town- 
ship, of  which  locality  they  continued  i-esidents  until  their  death.  Young 
Mantey  was  about  ten  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to  this  township. 
He  attended  its  public  schools  and  later  was  a  pupil  in  the  high  school 
at  Sandusky  for  three  years.  The  next  three  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  as  a  teacher  in  Jlargaretta  Township,  during  which  time  he  showed 
capacity  and  established  a  good  record  as  an  educator.  In  1885  he 
engaged  in  the  vineyard  and  wine  manufacturing  industry,  in  which 
he  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time,  having  achieved  a  gratifying 
success.  He  turas  out  a  clean  and  wholesome  product  and  is  so  well 
known  in  the  trade  that  lie  has  served  as  president  of  the  National 
Winegrowers'  Association.  That  he  is  a  man  of  ability  and  integi'ity  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  ilargaretta 
Township  for  the  last  nine  years,  while  he  is  now  serving  his  second 
term  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education.  For  one  year  also  he  was 
president  of  the  school  board,  his  service  in  this  capacity  being  conscien- 
tious and  whole-hearted,  as  the  cause  of  education  is  one  in  which  he 
has  always  taken  a  deeji  interest. 

Mr.  Mantey  mari'li'd  K'dsalic  Schoenhardt,  a  native  of  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
and  daughter  of  Anllmny  Srliocnhardt,  formei'ly  a  resident  of  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  but  now  deceased,  lie  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  five  thildreu, 
namely:  Dora,  the  wife  of  Frank  Ringholtz,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio; 
Josephine,  who  married  Frank  Dick  and  resides  with  her  husband  in 
Margaretta  Township:  Alnysins  F.  married  Loretta  Messenburg,  of 
Margaretta  Townslii|i:  Ksilier  :\r.  and  Sylvester.  Mr.  Mantey  and  his 
family  are  religiously  iifliliate,!  with  llie  ('atliolic  Church.  In  all  move- 
ments and  measures  pertaining  to  the  general  good  he  is  deeply  inter- 
ested and  his  co-operation  is  active  and  earnest. 

Fr.\nk  p.  B.\ldupf.  Of  the  younger  men  who  are  now  bearing  the 
chief  responsibilities  of  agricultural  industry  in  Erie  County  should  be 
mentioned  Frank  P.  Balduff,  who  as  a  fanner  and  stock  raiser  located 
in  the  northeast  corner  of  Oxford  Townshi])  in  1907,  and  now  has  the 
practical  management  of  the  PalilutV  Sihcid  farm.  This  place  in  its 
cultivation  and  productiveness  is  iiimv  tliaii  representative  of  the  aver- 
age farms  of  Erie  County  and  ilr.  ISaldulf  has  proved  himself  an  expert 
in  getting  the  most  out  of  a  given  acreage.  He  has  the  superintendence 
of  160  acres,  part  of  which  lies  in  Milan  Township,  and  finds  liis  profit 
in  the  staple  crops  of  this  climate  and  in  the  raising  of  good  stock. 

Nearly  all  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Erie  County  and  he  was. born 
at  Sandusky,  May  7,  1873,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Rose  (Rader)  Balduff, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Germany.  His  father,  who  was  born  in 
Baden,  is  now  past  seventy  years  of  age  and  still  active  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  farming  interests  in  Perkins  Township.  Pie  and  his  wife 
had  four  children:  Jay,  a  resident  of  Sandusky;  Frank  P.,  of  Oxford 
Township;  Rosa,  of  Perkins  Township;  and  Clara,  wife  of  John  Wie- 
land  of  Oxford  Township.  The  father  of  these  children  came  to  Oxford 
Township  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  having  benefited  by  instruction 
in  the  German  schools  up  to  that  time  and  on  reaching  Erie  County 
secured  employment  which  eventually  led  him  to  independence  as  a 
farmer  in  Perkins  Township,  where  ho  still  lives.  He  is  one  of  the  well 
known  members  of  the  Gernum  connnunity  in  that  town.sliip,  and  since 
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gaining  citizenship  has  steadily  voted  and  supported  the  republican 
ticket. 

Frank  P.  Balduff  grew  up  on  a  farm,  obtained  most  of  his  education 
from  the  Sandusky  public  schools,  and  from  an  early  age  has  made  him- 
self useful  and  has  accepted  every  opportunity  for  his  advancement. 
On  May  28,  1907,  he  married  ]\Iiss  Bertha  E.  Seheid,  who  was  born  in 
Oxford  Township,  a  daughter  of  "William  and  Caroline  Seheid.  Her 
father  was  a  prominent  farmer  in  this  township  and  is  now  deceased, 
while  the  mother  is  living  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Balduff,  being  an  octo- 
genarian in  age.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Balduff  have  one  son,  Kenneth  S.,  who 
was  born  October  27,  1908.  In  politics  Mr.  Balduff  is  a  republican 
though  with  independent  proclivities,  and  shows  his  public  spirit  by 
supporting  the  public  schools  and  all  other  local  institutions  and  enter- 
prises that  will  benefit  the  community  as  a  whole. 

George  Homegardner.  From  the  heavy  responsibilities  of  an  active 
business  career  which  engaged  him  for  many  years  in  Erie  County, 
George  Homegardner  retired  to  the  attractive  and  not  unprofitable  busi- 
ness of  managing  a  farm  and  chicken  industry  in  1910.  His  present 
country  home  is  situated  on  Soutli  Jlill  Street  in  Perkins  Township. 
Mr.  Homegardner  for  many  years  followed  railroad  and  other  con- 
tracting, and  has  built  many  miles  of  railway  lines  in  this  state. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Sandu.sky,  February  16,  1855,  a  son  of  George 
and  Mary  (Hermann)  Homegardner.  His  father  was  born  in  Switzer- 
land and  his  mother  in  the  Province  of  Alsace,  then  a  part  of  France 
and  now  of  Germany.  George  Homegardner,  Sr.,  came  to  America  when 
about  twelve  years  of  age,  his  parents  spending  a  short  time  in  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  and  during  the  '30s  moving  to  Erie  County.  For  many 
years  the  father  lived  at  Sandusky  and  was  a  general  contractor,  build- 
ing roads  and  performing  other  construction  work  of  that  kind.  He 
died  in  1881.  He  was  a  stanch  democrat  and  a  man  whose  success  was 
mainly  the  fruit  of  his  own  work  and  good  management. 

Mr.  Homegardner,  Jr.,  grew  up  in  Sandusky,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation from  St.  Mary 's  parochial  schools  and  the  Sandusky  High  School. 
His  career  has  been  notable  for  its  industry,  and  for  nearly  forty  years 
he  was  constant  in  his  attention  to  business  and  allowed  nothing  to 
interfere  with  the  main  work  which  he  had  to  perform  in  the  world.  For 
three  years  he  was  a  locomotive  fireman  on  the  old  iMad  River  Railroad. 
Later  he  took  up  railroad  contracting,  and  assisted  in  the  construction 
of  the  Washington  Park  in  Saiulnsky.  lie  did  the  grading  for  the  Lake 
Erie  and  Western  Railroad  throuuli  Saiulnsky.  and  also  performed  the 
grading  of  the  Musteash  County  Road  thrniiiiii  .Margaretta  Town.ship  for 
five  miles,  taking  the  grade  through  the  Village  of  Venice.  Another  con- 
tract was  the  eon.struction  of  twelve  miles  of  the  double  tracking  for  the 
Cincinnati,  Hamilton  and  Dayton  Railway  near  Glendale  and  Cincinnati. 
On  leaving  the  bu.siness  of  railway  contractor  IMr.  Homegardner  was 
for  about  twenty  years  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  soft  drinks  in 
Sandusky,  his  plant  and  industry  being  known  as  the  Sandusky  Bottling 
Works.  He  rctii-id  tnnii  that  in  1910  and  has  since  been  employed  in 
the  quieter  roulini-  of  laiiu  management.  He  is  now  known  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  elii<ki'n  raisers  in  the  county  and  has  made  a  spe- 
cialty of  the  White  Leghorn.  The  equipment  for  his  business  comprises 
facilities  and  improvements  of  the  most  modern  type,  and  he  is  in  the 
poultry  industry  on  a  large  scale.  His  farm  comprises  seventy-nine 
acres,  and  the  land  is  devoted  to  general  crops  and  he  raises  most  of  the 
feed  for  his  own  fowls. 

Mr.  Homegardner  married  Helen  Walter,  of  Sandusky,  a  daughter 
of  Philip  and  Caroline  Walter.     Her  parents  lived  for  many  years  in 
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Sandusky,  where  they  died.     Two  sons  have  been  born  to  their  union: 
Roland  f.  and  Albert. 

During  his  residence  in  Sandusky  Mr.  Homegardner  took  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs.  For  four  years  he  was  a  city 
commissioner  and  was  also  a  director  of  public  safety.  He  is  a  democrat 
in  politics,  and  a  member  of  Holy  Angels  Catholic  Church  at  Sandusky. 
He  belongs  to  several  fraternal  orders,  and  has  a  large  aciiuaiutance 
both  in  the  city  and  in  the  country  districts  of  Erie  County. 

Henry  Jaerett.  The  family  of  which  the  honored  subject  of  this 
memoir  was  a  representative  was  founded  in  Erie  County  three-fourths 
of  a  century  ago  and  the  name  has  been  most  prominently  and  worthily 
linked  with  the  history  of  the  country,  when-  lis  i(i>risriitativ(s  have 
been  strong  and  resourceful  factors  in  the  furtlin-iiiic  of  ii\  n-  ^nd  indus- 
trial progress.  He  to  whom  this  memoir  is  drdiratid  was  a  mi'ie  ehild 
at  the  time  of  the  family  immigi-ation  from  l'(iiiis\  Ivaina  to  Ohio  and 
was  reared  and  educated  under  tlie  conditions  maikiiiL;-  the  pioneer 
epoch  in  the  history  of  Erie  County.  In  later  ycai's  In-  w  as  for  some  time 
a  resident  of  Iowa,  but  he  eventually  returned  to  Erie  County,  where 
he  became  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  growing,  was  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  finest  landed  estates  in  the  county,  and  was  held 
in  inviolable  ronfidiini-  and  esteem  as  a  citizen  of  influence  and  as 
a  man  of  imiji  rt^nalilf  integrity  in  all  of  tlie  relations  of  life. 

Mr.  Jarritt  was  liora  in  Upper  Milford  Township,  Lehigh  County, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  18th  of  February',  1827,  and  thus  was  seventy 
years  and  seven  months  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  29th  of  April,  1898,  as  the  result  of  a  pitiable  accident.  He  had 
gone  from  his  farm  to  the  City  of  Sandusky  with  a  load  of  oats,  and 
while  he  was  attempting  to  mount  the  load  he  fell  to  the  ground,  his 
horses  started  and  the  wheels  of  the  heavily  loaded  wagon  passed  over 
him,  the  result  being  that  his  death  occurred  within  a  few  minutes  there- 
after. He  had  been  tenderly  removed  to  a  place  on  the  lawn  of  the 
Erie  County  Courthouse,  and  the  best  medical  aid  was  promptly  ob- 
tained; his  injuries  were  such  that  he  soon  expired,  his  tragic  death 
having  been  deeply  deplored  in  the  county  which  had  been  his  home  dur- 
ing virtually  his  entire  life,  and  in  which  his  circle  of  friends  was 
limited  only  by  that  of  liis  ac(|uaiiitances. 

Mv.  Jarrett  was  a  son  of  Isaa.-  and  Polly  (Richie)  Jarrett,  both  of 
.wliom  were  born  in  Lincolnsliirc.  England,  about  the  time  of  tlie  open- 
ing of  tlie  ninetceiilli  icntni'v.  and  both  of  whom  were  young  at  the 
time  of  the  immii;iation  of  the  respective  I'amilies  to  the  United  States, 
both  families  having  istalilislii-d  their  residence  in  Lehigh  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  the  majority  of  their  neigh boi's  were  of  German  and 
Holland  Dutch  lineage.  Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  grandparents 
of  Mr.  Jarrett  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives  in  Lehigh  County,  and 
in  that  county  Isaac  Jarrett  and  Polly  Richie  were  reared  to  maturity. 
After  their  marriage  they  continued  tlieir  residence  on  a  farm  in  Lehigh 
County  until  1830,  and  there  were  born  eight  of  their  children,  namely : 
James,  Solomon,  Mary,  Lydia,  Eliza,  Rebecca,  Clarissa  and  Henry.  In 
1830  the  parents  made  the  overland  journey  with  teams  and  wagons  to 
Ohio,  and  in  the  forest  wilds  of  Erie  County  Isaac  Jarrett  ol)tained 
a  Irai't  of  Government  land  in  wliat  is  now  Perkins  Towiishij)  and  in 
till'  section  locally  known  as  the  (ierman  Settlement.  On  his  emliryonie 
farm  he  made  a  clearing  and  Imilt  llie  iirimitive  log  cabin  wliicli  was  the 

tension  of  pioneer  lite,  foi-  wllieli  tlle.\  Were  well  e(|llip|)e(l,  as  tliey  werp 
sti-niie'  anil  vigorous,  earnest  ami  indnsliaons  and  aniinaleil  Ity  worthy 
purpose.      With    the   passing   of   tiie   years    Isaac   Jarrell    and    his   sons 
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reelaiined  the  land  which  he  has  obtained,  and  as  prosperity  attended 
their  efforts  additions  were  made  to  the  rear  of  the  farm,  which  eventu- 
ally became  one  of  the  finest  in  Perkins  Township.  Isaac  Jarrett  at  tlie 
time  of  his  death  was  one  of  the  innst  extensive  landholders  of  Northern 
Ohio,  and  he  well  merited  the  smci  ss  w  liich  he  achieved  through  arduous 
toil  and  the  application  of  eiitiipiisr  :iiid  mature  judgment.  He  and 
his  wife  continued  to  reside  on  their  line  old  homestead,  honored  by  all 
who  knew  them,  until  they  were  finally  summoned  to  eternal  rest,  in 
the  fullness  of  years  and  in  the  gracious  temporal  prosperity  that  prop- 
erly rewards  such  earnest  application  and  faithful  service  as  had  marked 
their  lives.  After  their  removal  to  Ohio  two  sons  were  born  to.  them, 
Isaac  and  John,  and  the  latter  is  the  only  son  now  surviving  them. 
The  remains  of  the  sterling  pioneers,  Isaac  and  Polly  Jarrett,  rest  in 
the  Sandhill  Cemetery  of  Erie  County. 

Henry  Jarrett  was  about  three  years  of  age  at  the  time  when  the 
family  made  the  weary  overland  .journey  from  the  old  Keystone  State 
to  Ohio,  and  he  was  reared  to  adult  age  under  the  conditions  and  influ- 
ences of  the  strenuous  pioneer  days.  He  early  began  to  lend  his  aid 
in  the  arduous  work  of  the  home  farm  and  thus  gained  abiding  appreci- 
ation of  the  dignity  and  value  of  honest  toil,  the  while  he  availed  him- 
self of  such  educational  advantages  as  were  afforded  in  the  primitive 
common  schools  of  the  locality  and  period.  Alert  of  mind  and  full  of 
physical  vigor,  his  ambition  was  early  quickened,  and  to  such  a  man  an 
early  educational  handicap  means  nought  save  that  it  may  be  overcome 
through  self-application  and  through  the  lessons  to  be  learned  under 
the  direction  of  that  wise  headmaster,  experience.  '^''^ 

Mr.  Jarrett  imbibed  fully  the  pioneer  spirit,  and  in  1847,  when 
twenty  years  of  age,  with  his  financial  resources  represented  in  the  gold 
coins  strapped  about  his  waist  by  a  belt,  he  ventured  forth  into  the 
West.  He  made  bis  way  to  prairie  wilds  of  Iowa  and  entered  claim 
to  a  large  tract  of  Government  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  little 
city  of  ]\Iarshalltown,  Clayton  County.  As  one  of  the  sturdy  pioneers 
of  the  Hawkeye  State  he  essayed  the  task  of  bringing  his  land  under 
cultivation  and  he  had  many  interesting  and  numerous  unpleasant 
experiences  in  connection  with  life  on  the  frontier,  on  one  occasion 
having  been  threatened  with  robbery  at  the  hands  of  border  despera- 
does. Ill  health  finally  compelled  him  to  dispose  of  his  holdings  in  Iowa, 
at  a  distinct  saci'ifice,  and  after  having  remained  several  years  in  that 
now  great  and  prosperous  commonwealth,  he  was  thus  prompted  to 
sever  his  allegiance  thereto  and  to  return  to  the  old  home  in  Erie 
County,  Ohio.  Here,  in  the  early  '50s,  he  obtained  240  acres  of  fine 
land,  in  Huron  Township,  and  on  this  now  magnificent  rural  domain 
his  widow  and  their  only  daughter  still  maintain  their  home.  The  farm 
is  eligilily  situated  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Huron  Town.ship,  on  the 
Milan  Road  and  about  seven  miles  distant  from  the  City  of  Sandusky, 
the  .iudieial  center  of  the  county. 

With  characteristic  circumspection,  energy  and  progressiveness, 
Mr.  Jarrett  gave  himself  right  vigorously  to  the  improving  and  man- 
agement of  his  fine  landed  estate,  and  under  effective  direction  it  was 
developed  into  one  of  the  best  and  most  attractive  country  seats  in 
this  section  of  the  state.  In  1874  he  erected  on  the  farm  the  present 
substantial  residence,  which  has  twentv  rooms,  is  equipped  with  the 
best  of  modern  improvements  and  facilities  and  which  was  one  of  the 
finest  rural  dwellings  in  the  county  at  the  time  of  its  erection,  there 
being  at  the  present  time  few  that  excel  it,  the  while  it  is  certain  none 
is  better  known  as  a  center  of  gracious  and  refined  hospitality. 

Mr.  Jarrett  was  a  man  of  most  genial  and  companionable  nature, 
considerate  and  generous  in  his  association  with  his  fellow  men,  broad- 
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minded  and  liberal  in  liis  views,  appreciative  of  the  personal  steward- 
ship success  involves,  and  always  ready  to  do  his  part  in  the  furtherance 
of  measures  and  enterprises  tending  to  conserve  the  civic  and  material 
welfare  of  the  community.  He  won  friends  because  he  deserved  them, 
and  to  him  friendship  was  ever  inviolable.  He  was  direct,  sincere  and 
steadfast  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  thus  it  may  readily  be  under- 
stood that  his  tragic  death  brought  a  distinct  shock  to  the  entire  com- 
munity in  which  he  had  lived  and  labored  to  goodly  ends  and  in  which 
his  name  and  memory  are  held  in  lasting  honor. 

Though  csscnfuilly  liberal  and  pulilirspirilcd  in  his  civic  attitude 
and  a  staunch  siipixirtcr  of  the  cause  of  llir  iv|iulilican  party,  Mr.  Jarrett 
never  consi'iitiil  tn  liccoine  a  candidate  loi-  piihliL-  office.  He  was  a 
valued  member  of  Perkins  Grange  No.  637,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and 
served  as  chaplain  of  the  .same,  besides  which  he  was  an  active  member 
and  supporter  of  the  Erie  County  Farmers'  Institute.  He  was  affili- 
ated with  Marks  Lodge  No.  639,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
at  Huron,  and  was  an  earnest  member  and  liberal  supporter  of  the 
Perkins  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  his  wife  and  daughter  being  zeal- 
ous meiu))ers  of  the  same  at  the  present  time. 

In  Milan  Township,  this  county,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1864,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Jarrett  to  Miss  Delia  Tillotson,  who  was 
born  in  Huron  Township,  at  a  point  not  far  distant  from  her  present 
home,  and  the  date  of  wiiose  nativity  was  November  2,  1838.  She  was 
reared  and  educated  in  thi.s  county.  After  her  liusband's  death  it  was 
found  that  the  pro]icrty  \v,is  lieavily  involved.  Init  thnuigh  hard  work 
she  eventually  cleared  the  farm  of  a  heavy  iiidelitediiess  of  nearly 
$10,000.  This  was  aeeomplished  through  the  assistanee  of  her  son  John 
and  the  other  children,  and  today  these  children  thank  this  mother  for 
the  lesson  of  industry  she  taught.  Mrs.  Jarrett  is  a  daughter  of  Josiah 
and  Sarah  (Mackey)  Tillotson.  Josiah  Tillotson  wa.s  born  in  Erie 
County  on  the  13th  of  April,  1814,  and  his  father,  Phineas  Tillotson, 
of  staunch  Scotch  ancestry,  was  among  the  very  early  pioneers  of  Erie 
County,  wliere  lie  establislied  his  home  in  the  wilds  of  Milan  Township, 
lie  attained  to  venerable  age  and  passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life 
in  the  State  of  Iiuliana.  His  children  were  Josiah,  Delia,  Melinda, 
Rhoda,  Stephen,  William,  Parentliena  and  John,  and  all  of  them  are 
now  deceased. 

Josiah  Tillotson  was  a  successful  man  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
ductive activities  of  tlie  world,  passed  his  entire  life  in  Erie  County, 
and  his  death  (.eeiinvd  ,,n   the  22d  of  Novemher,   ISSS,  at    .Aionroeville, 

his  name  merit  in-  hiiih  phue  on  the  roll  of  the  hoiiond  pioi i-  eiiiz-iis 

and  native  smis  of  Krie  ('<iunty.  His  political  alleyiaiiee  was  originally 
given  to  the  whig  party,  but  after  the  organization  of  the  republican 
party  he  continued  a  staunch  supporter  of  its  cause  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  both  he  and  his  wife  having  been  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Mackey)  Tillotson  was  born  near  Williainsport, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  14th  of  November,  1815,  and  was  summoned  to 
eternal  rest  on  the  27th  of  February,  1880,  at  her  home  at  Berlin 
Heights,  Erie  County,  Ohio.  The  Mackey  family  was  founded  in  New 
Jersey  in  the  colonial  era  of  our  national  history,  and  there  became  one 
of  no  little  prominence  and  influence.  One  of  its  representatives,  an 
ancestor  of  Mrs.  Tillotson,  was  a  gallant  soldier  and  officer  of  the  Con- 
tinental Line  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in  which  he  served  as  a 
member  of  a  New  Jersey  regiment,  and  his  record  as  a  loyal  soldier  and 
fervent  patriot  redounds  to  the  honor  of  his  name. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jarrett  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  all  of  whom 
survive  the  honored  father:  Henrv,  who  is  a  rei)resentative  farmer 
of  Perkins  Township,  wedded  :\iiss  Lisetta  Ran,  ami  their  three  <'liildren 
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are  Alma,  Llaybelle  A.  C.  aud  Lydia.  John  is  a  resident  of  Perkins 
Township,  is  married,  but  has  no  children.  James,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  agricultural  implement  business  in  Bogart  and  whose  first  wife  and 
their  only  child  are  deceased,  married  the  second  time  September  29, 
1915,  ^liss  Blanche  M.  Barnes,  of  Sandhill,  becoming  his  wife.  Cora 
May,  the  only  daughter  of  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Jarrett,  is  the  wife  of  Her- 
bert Harris,  and  they  remain  with  her  widowed  mother  on  the  fine 
old  homestead  farm,  to  the  general  supervision  of  which  Mr.  Harris  gives 
his  attention.  Mrs.  Hai-ris  was  graduated  in  the  high  school  at  j\lilan 
in  1900,  has  availed  herself  also  of  the  advantages  of  a  leading  corre- 
spondence school,  and  has  given  special  attention  to  the  study  of- music, 
in  which  field  of  ai-t  she  has  much  talent.  She  is  known  alike  for  her 
fine  intellectuality,  her  gracious  personality  and  her  administrative 
ability,  and  she  is  a  leader  in  the  social  activities  of  the  representative 
circles  in  which  she  moves  and  to  the  other  members  of  which  she 
deliglits  in  extending  the  hospitality  of  the  beautiful  old  home  in  which 
she  has  resided  during  virtually  her  entire  life  thus  far.  She  is  a 
practical  business  woman,  and  has  gained  no  little  reputation  through 
her  effective  interj^osition  in  the  i-aising  of  high-grade  live  stock  aud 
fine  poultry.  She  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  and  popular  members 
of  Perkins  Grange  No.  637,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  in  which  she  has 
filled  the  chair  of  master  and  in  which  she  now  holds  the  office  of 
lecturer,  many  interesting  papers  having  been  prepared  by  her  for 
presentation  before  the  grange.  By  virtue  of  descent  from  the  Revo- 
lutionary soldier  in  the  Maekey  family  side,  as  mentioned  in  a  preced- 
ing ]Kiragraph,  Mrs.  Harris  is  eligible  for  and  is  actively  affiliated  with 
till'  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr.  Harris, 
wlio  holds  precedence  as  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  and 
std.k  tiidwcrs  of  Erie  County,  was  born  and  reared  in  Huron  Town- 
ship  iiiiil  i-iintinued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  until  he  had  com- 
pleted the  curriculum  of  the  high  school.  He  is  a  republican  in  politics 
and  is  one  of  the  popular  citizens  of  his  native  county,  his  father, 
Thomas  Harris,  being  a  wealthy  and  influential  farmer  of  Huron  Town- 
ship.    Mr.  and  ilrs.  Harris  have  one  son.  Dean  Jarrett  Harris. 

George  A.  Boeckling.  A  pro.jector  of  many  of  the  valued  improve- 
ments of  city  and  county  during  his  residence  of  nearly  a  score  of  years 
at  Sandusky,  George  A.  Boeckling  is  one  of  the  active  and  energetic  men 
who  have  been  helpful  and  influential  in  developing  the  material  resources 
of  Erie  County.  Enterprising  and  far-sighted,  he  has  been  quick  to  take 
advantage  of  every  opportunity  for  advancing  the  material  interests  of 
the  connnunity. 

During  his  various  travels,  Mr.  Boeckling  had  visited  Sandusky,  and 
had  been  greatly  impressed  while  at  Cedar  Point  with  the  possibilities 
of  that  place  as  a  grand  summer  resort.  After  giving  the  matter  much 
serious  thought,  he  came,  in  1898,  to  Sandusky  to  live,  and  very  soon 
organized  the  Cedar  Point  Resort  Company,  of  which  he  was  made  presi- 
dent and  general  manager.  With  rare  discrimination  and  judgment,  he 
began  laying  out  the  place  to  the  best  advantage,  and  in  almost  every 
instance  "was  the  designer  of  the  many  beautiful  buildings  subsequently 
erected  by  the  company.  Under  his  wise  directions,  the  improvements 
inaugurated  have  been  contimicd  each  year,  and  Cedar  Point  is  now  one 
of  the  finest  and  most  popiihir  sniiiiiici-  resorts  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Boeckling  is  also  intcn  st.d  tiiuiiM-ially  as  a  stockholder  in  various 
corporations,  and  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Third  National  Bank  of 
Sandusky.    Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  several  organizations. 

George  W.  Pakkee.  In  the  person  of  George  W.  Parker  is  found  a 
sample  of  that  material  which  has  brought  Erie  County  to  the  forefront 
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in  the  field  of  agricultural  endeavor.  Endowed  with  more  than  average 
ability,  backed  with  shrewd  business  judgment,  he  has  prospered  in  the 
affairs  of  life  and  is  now  enjoying  the  comforts  of  one  of  the  attractive 
farm  homes  of  Groton  Township.  He  has  always  been  a  sterling  and 
pulilic  spirited  citizen,  ((ualities  which  were  also  characteristic  of  his 
honored  father,  and  both  have  given  their  aid  to  those  movements  which 
have  made  for  progress  and  development. 

The  Parker  family  has  been  identified  with  Erie  County  for  a  great 
many  years.  George  W.  Parker  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Margaretta  Town- 
ship April  24,  1871,  a  son  of  James  C.  and  Mary  (Puekrim)  Parker,  his 
father,  now  deceased,  a  native  of  Margaretta  Township  and  the  mother 
a  native  of  England,  and  now  living  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  James  C.  Parker 
was  a  son  of  Elihu  Parker,  who  had  given  active  service  as  a  soldier 
during  the  War  of  1812,  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  rich  agricultural  district  of  Margaretta  Township  in  Erie 
County.  The  Parker  family  is  of  English  origin.  The  late  James  C. 
Parker  was  reared  in  Margaretta  Township,  attended  the  local  schools 
of  his  time,  and  was  married  there.  Of  his  four  children  the  two  now 
surviving  are  George  W.  and  Lucretia  E.,  who  is  living  in  Columbus. 
James  C.  Parker  brought  his  family  to  Groton  Township  during  the 
decade  of  the  '70s,  and  settled  on  a  farm  along  the  Columbus  Pike  and 
not  far  from  the  Seven  Mile  House.  That  was  his  home  until  his  death 
in  December,  1909.  He  was  active  as  a  republican  and  enjoyed  more 
than  ordinary  influence  and  leadership  in  his  community.  He  served  as 
a  trustee  of  Groton  Township  several  years,  also  as  township  treasurer, 
and  for  three  terms  or  six  .years  was  one  of  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners of  Erie  County,  and  during  a  portion  of  that  time  was  presi- 
dent of  the  board.  His  success  was  almost  entirely  due  to  his  own  energy 
and  he  gained  not  only  sufficient  of  this  world's  goods  but  lived  in  the 
continued  esteem  of  his  community.  He  also  made  a  record  during  the 
Civil  war  as  a  soldier  in  the  ninety  days'  service  toward  the  close  of  the 
struggle.  In  his  death  Erie  County  lost  one  of  its  most  admirable  citi- 
zens. He  was  a  member  for  many  years  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at 
Sandusky. 

George  W.  Parker  was  reared  in  Groton  Township,  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  beginning  life  as  a  farmer  has  always 
pursued  agriculture  as  a  means  of  providing  for  his  family.  He  is  like- 
wise a  republican  in  politics  and  interested  in  everything  that  concerns 
the  community. 

In  October,  1894,  he  married  Miss  Kathryn  Galloway.  Mrs.  Parker 
was  born  in  Huron  Township  of  Erie  County,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
James  Galloway  of  that  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  are  members  of 
the  Sand  Hill  I\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  now  serving 
as  a  trustee.  They  have  one  of  the  good  farm  homes  of  Groton  Tow-nship, 
and  Mr.  Parker  has  applied  not  only  an  unusual  degree  of  energy  but 
also  excellent  common  sense  and  intelligence  in  his  farming  "operations. 

Jaspee  N.  Delany.  Noteworthy  among  the  esteemed  and  prosper- 
ous citizens  of  Erie  County  is  Jasper  N.  Delany,  of  Sandusky,  who  is 
likewise  (listiii'^'uished  as  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  Born  in  Virginia, 
Dccciiiliri  -'"i.  1S42,  he  was  but  an  infant  when  brought  to  Ohio  by  his 
parents,  w  hu  located  in  Franklin  County,  and  there  died  a  few  years  later, 
leaving  two  young  children,  Jasper,  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch,  and 
Sarah  C,  who  married  II.  S.  Sneary,  of  Vaughnsville,  Putnam  County, 
Ohio. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents,  of  whom  he  has  no  remembrance, 
Jasper  N.  Delany  was  taken  into  the  home  of  W.  M.  Rower,  and  in  1849 
went  with  the  family  to  Putnam  County  as  pioneer  settlers  of  that  part 
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of  the  state,  which  was  theu  but  sparsely  settled,  while  wild  game  of  all 
kinds  was  ijlentiful  and  the  streams  thereabout  abounded  with  tish.  Mr. 
Rower  bought  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  and  soon  erected  a  log 
cabin,  in  which  the  family  lived  for  a  number  of  years.  As  soon  as  old 
enough  to  wield  an  axe  Jasper  lent  able  assistance  in  clearing  and  improv- 
ing a  farm,  in  the  meantime  attending  school  as  opportunity  offered. 

On  April  20,  1861,  inspired  with  patriotic  ardor,  Mr.  Delany  enlisted 
for  three  months  in  Company  E,  Twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  with  his  command  went  to  the  front,  lieing  honorably  discharged 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  he  returned  home,  and  in 
August,  1862,  again  ottered  his  services  to  his  country,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany I,  Ninety-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  Going  South  with  his 
command,  Mr.  Delany  took  an  active  part  in  many  engagements,  includ- 
ing the  battle  of  Stone  River,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  so  severely 
wounded  as  to  be  incapacitated  for  active  service  for  one  year.  On 
leaving  the  hospital  he  was  ti-ansferred  to  the  Twenty-third  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  made  up  of  crippled  soldiers  and  others  unfit  for  field 
service,  and  to  which  he  belonged  until  receiving  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  sei-vice,  July  28,  1865,  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  He  served  in 
all  three  years,  three  months  and  fifteen  days. 

Returning  to  Ohio,  Mr.  Delany  resided  in  Putnam  County  until  1880, 
when  he  moved  to  Allen  County,  where  he  lived  for  sixteen  years,  being 
employed  at  various  kinds  of  work.  In  1896  he  became  a  resident  of 
Sandusky,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  Here  he  has  acquired  title  to 
and  improved  several  pieces  of  valuable  property,  mostly  on  Spencer 
Street  and  Beatty  Avenue,  and  in  1912  erected  the  home  which  he  now 
occupies,  located  on  Beatty  Avenue. 

In  1865  Mr.  Delany  married  Miss  Louisa  Sasse,  who  died  in  1906, 
leaving  three  children,  Mary,  Ellen  and  William.  Mary,  the  eldest,  died 
at  the  early  age  of  twenty  years.  Ellen  married  Thomas  IM.  Henton, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Hazel  Henton.  William  married  Gladys 
Beach,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Bessie  and  Norman 
Delany.  Religiously  Mr.  Delany  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church. 

Belding  DeLamatre.  Many  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of  Erie 
Count.y  are  carrying  on  operations  on  farms  upon  which  they  were  liorn 
and  on  which  they  have  spent  practically  all  their  lives.  In  this  class  is 
found  Belding  DeLamatre,  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  enterprising 
farmers  of  Oxford  Township,  his  home  being  on  Rural  Route  No.  3  out 
of  Monroeville.  While  most  of  his  career  has  been  devoted  to  the  pur- 
suits of  the  soil,  his  energetic  labors  have  brought  him  various  other 
interests,  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  an  influential  factor  in 
local  aft'airs  and  has  long  enjoyed  a  substantial  position  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Born  on  the  old  DeLamatre  homestead  November  15,  1849,  he  is  a  son 
of  Belding  and  Elizabeth  (O'Leary)  DeLamatre,  his  father  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County,  New  York,  ancl  his  mother  of  Ireland.  She  came 
when  three  years  of  age  with  her  parents  to  America,  and  they  first 
located  in  Milan  and  later  moved  to  Oxford  Township,  where  the 
O'Learys  were  early  settlers.  The  senior  DeLamatre  was  a  son  of  Ben- 
jamin DeLamatre,  also  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  while  the  name 
is  French  there  was  also  a  German  admixture  in  his  family.  Belding 
DeLamatre,  Sr.,  came  when  a  young  man  from  New  York  State  to  Erie 
County  in  1844.  He  and  his  younger  brother,  James  V.,  made  the  trip 
across  the  country  in  a  covered  wagon,  and  camped  out  along  the  road 
wherever  night  overtook  them.    They  finally  arrived  in  Erie  County,  and 
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being  yonng  men  of  capable  industry  and  determined  purpose,  though 
with  limited  capital,  they  were  scon  settled  on  the  farm  in  Oxford 
Township  where  the  junior  Belding  DeLamatre  now  lives.  It  was  a  tract 
of  raw  prairie  and  they  were  the  first  to  plow  its  soil  and  cultivate  the 
land  to  the  fruits  of  civilization.  For  many  years  the  DeLamatre  broth- 
ers were  in  partnership  as  agriculturists  and  cattle  raisers  and  dealers. 
They  built  up  a  large  business  as  dealers  and  shippers  in  cattle,  and  in 
the  early  days,  when  railroads  were  little  known,  they  drove  their  stock 
the  entire  distance  along  the  roads  between  Northern  Ohio  and  New  York 
City  as  their  market.  It  usually  required  sixty  days  of  driving,  making 
about  ten  miles  each  day.  James  V.  DeLamatre  finally  sold  out  his 
interest  in  the  farm  and  the  business  to  his  brother,  and  removed  to  the 
vicinity  of  Norwalk,  Ohio,  in  Huron  County,  where  he  engaged  inde- 
pendently in  farming  until  his  death.  Belding  DeLamatre,  Sr.,  died 
January  23,  1881,  while  his  wife  passed  away  May  15,  1890.  Belding 
DeLamatre  was  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  was  a  keen  and  suc- 
cessful business  man  and  a  man  of  no  little  prominence  in  his  community. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  six  children :  Belding,  of  Oxford 
Township;  Carrie  E.,  wifr  of  Di-.  :\1.  J.  Love  of  Bloomingville ;  James  C, 
who  died  February  28,  VJ\:',.  ;i-vcl  lifty-nine  years;  Clayton  W.,  who  has 
gained  success  and  considcriiMc  |ii(iiiiinence  as  an  attorney  at  Omaha, 
Nebraska:  Grace  J.,  wife  of  JMelburn  Love  of  Oberlin ;  and  William, 
who  died  when  twenty  months  old. 

Mr.  Belding  DeLamatre  grew  up  on  the  old  farm  in  Oxford  Town- 
ship, and  all  his  boyhood  associations  are  connected  with  the  farm  and 
the  community  in  which  he  now  lives.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  township  and  for  one  year  was  a  student  in  the  fine  old  educa- 
tional center  of  Baldwin  LTniversity  at  Berea,  Ohio,  and  was  also  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Buckeye  Business  College  at  Sandusky,  one  of  the  best 
institutions  of  its  class.  For  many  years  now  he  has  followed  his  chosen 
vocation  as  a  farmer  and  his  estate  comprises  nearly  200  acres,  devoted 
to  general  agriculture  and  stock  raising.  Like  his  father,  he  also  buys 
and  sells  live  stock,  and  this  business  has  brought  him  a  wide  acquaintance 
over  Ei'ir  and  into  some  of  the  adjoining  counties. 

Sii  ( i>  iMHi  Mr.  DeLamatre  has  served  as  real  estate  assessor  of  Oxford 
Townsliii).  ;iii(l  more  recently  has  also  been  personal  property  assessor. 
For  three  j^ars  he  was  justice  of  the  peace,  and  for  two  terms  was  town- 
ship trustee.  He  has  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  local  board  of 
education  in  the  township,  and  takes  an  interest  in  every  institution  and 
movement  which  means  better  living  conditions  in  his  township.  He 
is  in  addition  to  other  interests  now  local  representative  for  Erie  County 
^Mutual  Insurance  Company'. 

For  jiis  iirst  wife  Mr.  DeLamatre  married  Annie  Wilson  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  ^lissouri.  At  her  death  she  left  one  son,  Maro  M.,  also 
now  deceased,  ilrs.  DeLamatre,  his  present  wife,  before  her  marriage 
was  Emma  James,  daughter  of  the  late  Crawford  James,  a  well  known 
pioneer  settler  and  farmer  in  Perkins  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeLa- 
matre have  tw^o  children :  Hal  A.  and  Mrs.  Grace  Walker,  both  living 
in  Oxford  Township. 

Thomas  IIartij:v.  ]\Iany  of  the  most  progressive  agriculturists  of 
Erie  County  li,i\r  t^niic  in  for  fruit  growing,  and  the  lake  shore  is  almost 
a  continuous  sikm  issimi  of  orchards.  Thomas  Hartley  has  been  identi- 
fied with  this  line  of  imlustry  in  Berlin  Township  for  about  thirty  years. 
He  is  an  expert  horticulturist,  li;i\  inu-  ijnincil  iimch  of  his  early  training 
in  England,  and  brought  to  Eric  ('ciiiiit\  lln'  fruit  of  experience  acquired 
by  many  years  of  practical  agricullui'al  \v(}rk  in  the  old  country. 
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Thomas  Hartley  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  May  6,  1859. 
His  grandfather  was  a  shoemaker,  and  he  and  his  wife  spent  all  their 
lives  at  Dunham  in  Lincolnshire,  where  they  passed  away  when  old  peo- 
ple. His  grandmother  was  about  eighty  years  old  when  she  died.  There 
were  seven  sons  in  the  family.  Of  these  sons  Thomas  came  to  America 
many  years  ago,  spent  three  years  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  was  once 
wounded  in  the  back,  and  now  for  many  years  has  lived  as  a  farmer  in 
Niagara  County,  New  York,  where  he  is  a  pensioner  and  has  a  family 
of  six  sons  and  two  daughters.  George  and  Joseph,  two  other  of  the 
sons,  spent  their  lives  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  the  former  as  a  foreman 
in  a  factory  and  lln-  Inltci'  as  a  local  politician  and  office  holder;  neither 
of  these  brothers  li  fi  rluldi'on.  William,  now  deceased,  was  a  shoemaker 
and  dealer,  and  Iclt  iDiir  children.  Charles  served  as  a  sergeant  in  the 
English  army,  and  after  retiring  was  employed  by  his  colonel,  lived  in  a 
small  village  in  his  native  shire,  and  at  his  death  left  a  son.  Henry 
died  when  young,  after  his  marriage. 

John  Hartley,  father  of  Thomas  Hartley,  grew  up  in  Lincolnshire, 
learned  the  trade  of  butcher,  but  subsequently  became  a  farmer,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  He  married  Susanna  West,  who  was 
born  in  Lincolnshire  a  few  years  later  than  her  husband,  and  died  when 
in  the  prime  of  life.  She  left  two  children.  One  of  them,  John,  Jr., 
came  to  the  United  States  about  twenty  years  ago  and  located  in  Erie 
County,  Ohio,  subsequently  bought  a  farm  in  Perkins  Township  and 
died  there  in  December,  1913,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  children,  John, 
Albert  and  Frances,  the  fir.st  and  the  last  being  now  married. 

Thomas  Hartley  grew  up  in  his  native  shire,  and  received  as  good  an 
education  as  his  opportunities  would  permit.  Inclinations  and  circum- 
stances turned  him  to  the  business  of  horticulture,  and  by  the  time  he 
had  reached  manhood  he  was  fairly  expert  in  that  profession.  In  ISSO, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  first  came  to  the  United  States,  when  still 
unmarried,  and  for  a  time  lived  with  his  uncle  in  Niagara  County, 
New  York.  In  1882  he  removed  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  in  1883  re- 
turned to  England,  and  was  married  at  the  Episcopal  Church  in  a  little 
village  in  Lincolnshire  to  Ellen  Bilton.  Mrs.  Hartley  was  born  there 
in  1858,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Adelaide  (Trevor)  Bilton,  who  were 
natives  of  the  same  shire.  Her  father  was  a  shoemaker  and  farmer,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  and  her  mother  subsequently  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Hartley,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two,  having  retained  her  strength  and  vigor  up  to  within  two 
weeks  of  her  death.    The  Biltons  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mrs.  Hai'tley  was  next  to  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  fifteen  chil- 
dren, most  of  whom  grew  up  and  married  and  seven  of  them  came  to 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Hartley  brought  his  young  bride  to  the  United 
States,  and  their  journey  hither  was  in  the  nature  of  a  honeymoon. 
For  some  mouths  they  lived  in  Cleveland  and  in  Huron,  and  in  1888  he 
bought  his  first  farm  of  twenty-nine  acres  in  Berlin  Township.  He  has 
devoted  a  quarter  of  a  century  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation,  and 
has  developed  it  almost  entirely  to  orchard  and  small  crops.  His  fruit 
farm  is  one  of  the  highest  class  along  the  lake  shore.  His  fruit  crops  are 
peaches,  apples,  cherries,  pears,  grapes  and  small  fruits,  and  he  also 
grows  a  large  quantity  of  vegetables.  In  the  midst  of  his  orchard  he  has 
an  attractive  nine-room  house,  nearly  new,  and  fitted  out  with  all  con- 
veniences. It  has  a  splendid  view  along  the  lake  shore  and  out  over  the 
blue  waters,  and  he  has  also  set  off  along  the  shore  at  an  elevation  of 
thirty  feet  several  building  lots  and  has  erected  four  summer  homes. 

iir.  and  Mrs.  Hartley  have  two  fine  and  vigorous  young  sons.  J. 
William,  now  twenty-eight,  is  manager  of  the  James  Anderson  farm 
adjoining  the  homestead  of  his  father.    He  married  Ida  M.  Klaholtz,  of 
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Huron  Tovvnshii5,  and  their  children  are  Fay  Geraldiue,  Ellen  Tvvyla 
and  Catherine  Vivian.  Kyle  T.,  the  second  son,  who  is  twenty-live  years 
of  age,  owns  a  fine  modern  eight-room  house  adjoining  that  of  his  father, 
and  is  active  assistant  in  the  management  of  the  fruit  industry  for  liis 
father.  He  married  Miss  Julia  C.  Beatty,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Huron  Townshijj,  and  they  have  a  son,  Thomas  W.  IMr.  Hartley  and 
family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  he  was  active  in  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  He  and  his  sous  are 
republicans. 

T.  Roy  Gillmore.  For  nearly  a  score  of  years  Mr.  Gillmore  has 
given  efficient  service  in  the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  docks  of  the 
Whcrlinu-  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad  in  the  fine  little  lake  port  City  of  Huron, 
Erir  ('iiinii,\.  ,111(1  under  his  administration  the  docks  have  been  rebuilt 
and  lir<iii;;ln  ii|i  to  the  best  modern  standard,  the  while  the  most  approved 
meclianical  equipment  has  been  installed  for  the  handling  of  the  large 
ore  traffic  which  comes  to  this  port,  in  addition  to  other  important  trans- 
portation business  in  connection  with  navigation  interests  on  the  Great 
Lakes.  At  these  docks  are  handled  annually  from  70U,U00  to  1,000,000- 
000  tons  of  iron  ore  taken  principally  from  the  mines  of  the  Lake  Su- 
perior regions,  and  the  product  is  largely  manufactured  at  the  Labell 
Iron  Works,  at  Steuben,  Ohio,  and  the  Carnegie  Iron  Works  at  ilingo 
Junction,  this  state.  The  Huron  docks  of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie 
Railroad  handle  annually  about  2,000,000  tons  of  coal  also,  and  these 
brief  statements  indicate  significantly  the  exacting  and  important  official 
duties  devolving  ujjon  Mr.  Gillmore.  Facilities  are  such  that  a  vessel 
of  10,000  tons  burden  can  be  unloaded  at  the  Huron  docks  in  six  hours, 
and  the  same  relative  period  is  demanded  in  reloading  the  material  on 
to  the  railroad  cars.  Prior  to  assuming  his  present  position  jMr.  Gill- 
more had  been  assistant  superintendent  of  docks  at  the  poi't  of  Con- 
neaut  Harbor,  Ashtabula  County,  where  he  assisted  in  the  construction 
of  the  first  docks  of  the  railwaj'  company  with  which  he  is  still  identi- 
fied, his  services  at  that  place  having  continued  from  1891  until  1897, 
in  which  latter  year  he  assumed  the  office  of  which  he  has  since  been  the 
efficient  and  valued  incumbent. 

Mr.  Gillmore  was  born  at  Lorain,  Ohio,  in  the  county  of  the  same 
name,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was  March  21,  1869.  He  there  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  public  schools  until  he  had  completed  the  cur- 
riculum of  the  high  school,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  b^ame 
assistant  to  his  father,  who  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  dredging  con- 
tractor and  whose  work  was  largely  that  of  assuming  Government  con- 
tracts. When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  Mr.  Gillmore  was  to  be  found 
operating  a  dredge  in  an  indtin'iiclnil  \\a.\',  and  in  the  meanwhile  he 
was  admirably  fort ifyiii";'  liimsrlf  in  iiilimate  and  practical  knowledge 
of  macliincr\-  as  well  as  in  excruin-,-  .xijci-icnce.  His  advancement  has 
been  achieved  through  abilily  ami  rHVitixi'  Mi-vicc  and  he  is  not  only  a 
recognized  expert  in  thr  mrclianiral  liins  aloim'  which  he  has  directed 
his  energies  but  is  also  known  loi'  his  lidiliiy  and  mature  .iudgment  as 
an  executive,  so  that  he  is  admirably  equipped  for  the  important  office 
of  which  he  is  now  in  tenure.  At  the  Huron  docks  he  has  as  his  able 
assistants  Edward  B.  Day,  who  has  practical  supervision  of  the  ore 
sliiimicuts;  Henry  P.  Klasen,  who  is  assigned  to  the  charge  of  IIh-  coal 
in  transportation;  Albert  P.  Beckloff,  who  is  chief  clerk;  and  S|i,  iman 
Lut/cnliciser,  who  is  master  mechanic.  At  Huron  these  cllhirni  ii|m  ra- 
tivrs  lia\('  control  of  the  entire  dock  system  maintained  by  tlie  Cilevclaiid 
Sti'Vfdoi'c  Company,  of  which  company  Mr.  Gillmore  himself  is  presi- 
dent, bis  entire  active  career  having  l)een  one  of  close  identificalioii  with 
navigation  affairs  and  lake-marine  service. 
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The  lineage  of  the  Gillmore  family  traces  back  to  stauch  Scottish 
origin,  and  the  paternal  grandijarents  of  the  subject  of  this  review  were 
natives  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  the  family  having  been  founded  in 
New  England  in  an  early  day.  Mr.  Gillmore  is  a  nephew  of  Quincy 
Adams  Gillmore,  who  attained  to  marked  distinction  through  his  serv- 
ices as  a  military  engineer  for  the  United  States  Government,  and  who 
in  this  capacity  did  a  large  amount  of  important  engineering  work  on 
the  Mississippi  River  and  along  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Quartus  Gillmore,  father  of  him  whose  name  initiates  this  article, 
was  born  at  Lorain,  this  state,  in  1837,  and  was  a  son  of  Quincy  Gill- 
more, who  was  a  sterling  pioneer  of  the  Buckeye  State  and  who  settled 
at  Lorain  when  that  place  was  a  mere  forest  hamlet  of  straggling  pioneer 
type  and  when  the  present  City  of  Cleveland  was  rcprcspiitcd  by  little 

more  than  a  ferry  across  the  Cuyahoga  River,     llr  luiai nc  of  the 

pioneer  farmers  of  Lorain  County,  where  he  reclaiiind  his  hind  from  the 
wilderness  and  where  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Quartus  Gillmore  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county 
and  he  became  eventually  a  successful  and  representative  contractor  in 
the  construction  of  cement  and  stone  work,  especially  in  the  building  of 
piers  and  docks  for  lake  vessels.  He  held  and  successfully  completed 
the  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  Government  piers  and  cribs  at 
Huron  and  also  the  slip  for  vessels  that  is  owned  and  utilized  by  the 
Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  these  contracts  having  been  completed 
by  him  in  the  early  '80s.  He  did  also  a  large  amount  of  important 
dredging  work,  and  was  known  and  honored  as  an  upright  and  able 
business  man  and  as  a  citizen  of  invincible  integrity  and  loyalty.  He 
was  concerned  with  Government  improvement  work  at  various  points 
along  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  and  his  activities  in  this  line  touched  such 
important  ports  as  Sandusky,  Lorain,  Pairport,  Ashtabula  and  Con- 
neaut.  He  became  specially  well  known  throughout  Northern  Ohio,  and 
ever  commanded  the  unqualified  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact  in  the  varied  relations  of  a  long  and  successful  career.  He 
was  a  radical  republican  in  his  political  proclivities,  and  his  strong  mind 
and  strong  body  sustained  him  almost  to  the  last,  his  death  having 
occurred  at  his  home,  at  Lorain,  his  native  place,  on  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1897. 

At  Lorain  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Quartus  Gillmore  to  Miss 
Mary  J.  Fitzgerald,  who  survives  him  and  who  iTlrlnalfd  ]ut  seventy- 
eightii  birthday  anniversary  in  1915,  and  who  is  still  a  resident  of  her 
native  City  of  Lorain,  where  her  circle  of  friends  is  limited  only  by  that 
of  her  acquaintances.  She  has  been  from  her  youth  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  her  husband  was  a  liberal  supporter 
of  the  various  religious  organizations  in  his  home  city,  though  he  was 
not  formally  identified  with  any  of  the  same,  his  views  having  been  lib- 
eral and  tolerant.  Of  the  four  children  the  first-born  is  Quartus  A.,  who 
is  in  charge  of  the  dock  of  the  American  Steel  &  Wire  Company  in  the- 
City  of  Cleveland,  who  is  married  and  who  has  one  son  and  four  daugh- 
ters ;  ]\I.  Isabel  is  the  wife  of  John  B.  Burges,  trainmaster  for  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  Railroad  at  Garrett,  Indiana,  and  they  have  two  sons; 
T.  Roy,  of  this  review,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  William  Eugene, 
who  was  educated  in  the  United  States  aiilitary  Academy,  at  West  Point, 
in  which  institution  he  was  graduated,  was  assigned  to  detail  duty 
in  the  construction  of  the  rifle  ranges  for  the  Wisconsin  National  Guard, 
at  Sparta,  and  thereafter  became  professor  of  military  science  and  tactics 
at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York,  a  position  in  which  he  con- 
tinued his  services  until  he  was  called  upon  to  join  his  regiment  in  the 
Philippine  Islands,  where  he  is  now  stationed  and  where  he  was  pro- 
moted in  IMarch,  1915,  to  the  office  of  captain. 
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T.  Roy  Gillmorc  is  a  republican  in  his  political  allegiance,  and  in  a 
fraternal  way  is  affiliated  with  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Benevolent 
&  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

At  LakfWdciil,  a  suluirb  of  Cleveland,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  fiilliiidiv  In  .Miss  Lillian  D.  Day,  who  is  a  daughter  of  Captain 
Edward  11  ■a\.  \\rv  lalluT  having  been  for  more  than  twenty  years  in 
chartiv  dl'  (Idrks  in  the  City  of  Cleveland,  where  he  is  still  the  owner  of 
a  vahialil.-  dork  property,  and  having  been  for  a  number  of  years  sim- 
ilarly ciiiiaj^vd  at  Conneaut.  Captain  Day  now  resides  in  the  home  of 
his  daugiiter,  .Mrs.  Gillmore,  and  though  he  has  attained  to  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-four  years,  in  1915,  he  retains  remarkable  control  of  his 
physical  and  mental  powers,  keeps  in  touch  with  the  events  of  the  hour 
and  is  able  to  give  most  interesting  reminiscences  concerning  the  varied 
phases  of  his  long  and  useful  career,  during  the  earlier  stages  of  which 
he  was  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes,  a  service  in  which  he  rose  to  the 
command  of  a  vessel  and  thus  gained  his  title  of  captain.  Mr.  and  IMrs. 
Gillmore  have  one  daughter.  Ruth,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1901  and 
who  is  now  a  student  in  the  Huron  High  School. 

Henry  J.  Mertite.  of  Huron  Township,  is  one  of  the  industrious  and 
reliable  farmers  of  Erie  County,  classed  with  the  modern  agriculturists 
who  are  acknowlediifil  to  I'c  as  In-oad  and  scientific  in  their  methods  and 
as  fruitful  in  valiiaMr  n'sults  to  the  community  as  the  workers  in  any 
other  branch  of  nuMJiin  imlnstry.  Through  his  well-directed  efforts  he 
has  accumulated  a  iarin  of  108  acres,  located  on  Lake  Avenue,  the  pos- 
session of  which  stamps  hint  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Huron 
Township. 

Mr.  Merthe  is  a  native  son  of  Ohio,  born  January  30,  1856,  at 
Amherst,  Lorain  County,  his  parents  being  Henry  and  Elza  (Heusner) 
Merthe,  the  former  born  in  Northern  Hesse,  German.y,  Api'il  10,  1830, 
and  the  latter  in  Southern  He.sse,  Germany,  February  4,  1838.  Henry 
Merthe  was  educated  in  his  native  land  and  was  a  youth  of  nineteen 
years  when  he  started  for  America.  Going  to  Hamburg,  he  boarded  an 
old  sailing  vessel,  which  was  shipwrecked  on  the  .iourney,  and  before 
the  voyage  was  completed  the  passengers  suffered  greatly  from  hunger 
and  thir.st,  the  ship's  provisions  having  given  out.  Finally,  after 
twenty-two  weeks,  the  vessel  made  port  at  New  York  City,  from  whence 
Mr.  Merthe  at  once  made  his  way  to  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  began  life  as 
a  farmer,  and  there  met  and  married  Elza  Heusner,  who  had  come  to 
the  United  States  in  1844  with  her  father,  Jacob  Heusner.  Jacob 
Heusner  was  a  school  and  music  teacher,  and  a  member  of  a  family  of 
eight  generations  of  musicians,  but  on  coming  to  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  purchasing  a  tract  of 
wild,  heavily  timbered  land  in  Brownhelm  Township.  There  he  cut 
and  burned  the  heaviest  growth  of  walnut,  cleared  up  his  farm  and  made 
a  good  home,  and  died  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  He  was  also  a  composer  of  music  and  in  Germany  had  been  a 
preacher  in  the  Reformed  Church,  of  which  he  was  always  a  member, 
as  was  also  his  wife,  who  died  when  forty-live  years  of  age. 

After  his  marriage,  Henry  Merthe  began  life  in  Loi-aiii  County. 
where  he  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  Lake  Shore.  Railroad  and  wcirked 
for  scvi  i-al  years  on  that  line  as  a  brakeman.  Later  he  purchased  and 
iinpic)\i'(|  300  acres  of  land  in  Amherst  Township,  that  county,  0)i  which 
was  located  a  large  stone  quari-y,  which  ho  sold  to  great  advantage.  He 
was  a  llirifty,  industrious  farmer,  a  citizen  who  was  highly  respected  in 
his  community,  and  a  leader  in  prayer  meeting  in  the  EvaTiorelical 
Church,  as  well  as  deacon,  steward  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School  for  many  yeai's,  .\  talented  niusieian.  lie  was  parli<'nlafl\-  |ii-o- 
ficient  as  a  perfonner  on   tlie  violin.      In   iiolitics  he  was  a   I'epublican. 
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Mrs.  Merthe  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  all  the 
county  there  was  to  be  found  no  more  worthy  or > upright  couple.  They 
had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  five  sons  and  four  daughters 
are  still  living,  and  all  but  one  are  married  and  have  families. 

Henry  J.  Merthe  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Lorain  County,  and  was  brought  up  to  agricultural  pursuits  which 
have  occupied  his  attention  throughout  his  life.  When  he  came  to 
Erie  County,  in  1879,  he  purchased  108  acres  of  land  on  Lake  Avenue 
in  Huron  Township,  and  tJiis  property  he  has  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  raising  fifty  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre  and  300 
bushels  of  potatoes,  of  the  latter  of  which  he  makes  a  specialty.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  has  been  an  exhibitor  at  various  fairs  and  exposi- 
tions, and  has  taken  many  prizes  and  premiums  for  his  exhibits.  In  for- 
mer years  he  was  a  raiser  of  fine  sheep  for  the  market,  as  well  as  other 
stock,  and  is  now  actively  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  of  live  stock 
to  the  eastern  markets,  and  all  of  his  ventures  have  been  attended  by  suc- 
cess, which  he  attributes  to  the  fact  that  he  has  always  used  modern  and 
practical  methods  in  his  work.  He  now  has  excellent  improvements  on 
his  farm,  known  as  Pleasant  View  Farm,  including  a  large  and  artistic 
residence  of  twelve  rooms,  comfortably  and  tastefully  furnished,  and 
equipped  with  all  modem  comforts  and  conveniences. 

Mr.  Merthe  was  married  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Christena  L.  Eppley, 
who  was  born  in  1865  at  MeConnellsville,  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  on  the 
Muskingum  River,  daughter  of  ^Michael  and  Rosa  (Harseh)  Eppley, 
natives  of  Germany.  Mr.  Epph-y  was  t(>n  years  of  n^c  and  his  wife  five 
years  old  when  they  were  lirtiiii:lit  lo  lln-  I'liifiMl  States  liy  tlicii-  pai'cnts 
on  sailing  vessels,  the  families  settlini;-  in  .Mnruan  Coiinty.  Ohio,  where 
they  were  farming  people  and  members  ui'  tlie  Evangelical  Church. 
After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Eppley  was  engaged  as  a  carpenter  and  house 
builder  until  1870,  in  M'hich  year  he  moved  to  Elyria,  Ohio,  and  there 
engaged  in  farming.  He  erected  a  good  house  and  bank  barns  on  his 
large  farm,  and  also  specialized  in  raising  fine  horses,  for  which  he 
secured  as  much  as  $1,500  a  pair,  and  died  well  to  do  in  1894,  when 
about  seventy  years  of  age,  Mrs.  Eppley  having  died  some  time  before, 
when  fifty  years  old.  They  were  faithful  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  all  their  lives,  and  in  polities  Mr.  Eppley  was  a  democrat. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merthe  there  have  been  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Arthur  and  Ruby,  who  died  when  about  nine  months  old; 
Edward  C,  born  in  1883,  a  talented  musician,  learned  the  trade  of 
machinist  and  is  now  foreman  of  the  machine  department  of  the  United 
States  Corporation's  plant  at  Lorain,  Ohio,  married  Edith  Brunk,  of 
Lorain,  and  has  two  sons,  Donald  and  Wendell ;  Nellie,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Arthur  Scully,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Elnora,  a  graduate  of  the  Huron 
High  School,  and  now  the  wife  of  Ross  Heilniaii,  of  ('Iimml^o  .lunctioii, 
Ohio,  and  has  a  son,  Hubert;  and  Lillian  Pearl  Waleott,  living  with  her 
parents  on  the  farm,  and  the  mother  of  one  daughter.  Yvonne  p]leanor 
Waleott. 

Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Merthe  and  their  children  are  members  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church.  He  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views,  and  while 
not  a  seeker  for  preferment  of  an  official  nature,  takes  an  interest  in 
the  success  of  his  party  and  as  a  citizen  discharges  his  responsibilities  in 
a  public-spirited  manner.  His  reputation  in  business  circles  is  of  the 
highest  character,  and  his  numerous  friends  testify  to  his  general  ]>opu- 
larity. 

John  C.  Britton.  Since  1906  Mr.  Britton  has  held  the  position  of 
superintendent  of  the  municipal  light  and  water  plant  of  the  City  of 
Huron,  this  office  having  been  assumed  by  him  on  the  20th  of  March 
of  that  year  and  under  his  efficient  supervision  the  service  having  been 
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kept  up  to  the  highest  standard,  with  marked  popular  appreciation  on 
the  part  of  the  community.  This  department  of  public-utility  service 
has  been  owned  and  controlled  by  the  city  since  1898,  and  the  munici- 
pality having  found  also  that  economy  has  been  conserved  under  its 
control,  the  while  consumei-s  also  have  profited  largely  through  the 
change  fi'oni  private  ownership,  the  cost  of  the  electric-lighting  system 
being  much  below  the  average,  and  the  waterworks  system  having  274 
taps  in  operation,  with  a  constant  increase  in  number  from  year  to  year, 
with  the  result  that  the  city  confidently  expects  to  be  able  to  give  in  the 
near  future  an  appreciably  cheaper  water  service  than  even  the  excep- 
tionally low  rate  at  present  in  force.  The  effective  service  and  economy 
of  operation  have  been  largely  due  to  the  technical  knowledge  and 
well  formulated  policies  of  the  present  superintendent,  and  the  citizens 
in  general  have  marked  their  gratitude  for  his  effective  labors  and  ad- 
mirable administration  of  the  important  utilities  over  which  he  is  placed 
in  charge.  The  fine  new  municipal  light  and  water  plant,  on  the  shore 
of  Lake  Erie,  was  completed  in  1909  and  is  modern  in  every  particular. 
The  water  plant  has  a  capacity  for  supplying  half  a  million  gallons  each 
twenty-four  hours,  and  the  intake  crib  in  Lake  Erie  is  1,30U  feet  distant 
from  the  shore  line,  all  water  being  filtered  at  the  plant  by  the  most 
approved  modern  process,  so  that  the  supply  is  unexcelled  in  purity  by 
that  of  any  city  in  the  state,  as  shown  by  careful  scientific  tests.  The 
provisions  for  tare  protection  are  admirable  and  the  stand-pipe  or  water 
tower  has  a  capacity  of  100,000  gallons — a  reserve  adequate  for  a  city  of 
much  greater  population  than  Huron. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  Mr.  Britton  is  a  practical  engineer 
of  careful  scientific  and  technical  training  and  excellent  practical  ex- 
perience. Prior  to  coming  to  Huron  he  had  been  engaged  in  mechanical 
and  engineering  work  for  the  National  Tube  Company,  at  Lorain,  and 
previously  he  had  been  for  three  yeai's  in  charge  of  the  high  heating  and 
power  plant  of  the  Ely  Realty  Company,  in  the  City  of  Lyria. 

ilr.  Britton  was  born  at  Spencer,  Jledina  County,  Ohio,  on  the  20th 
of  June,  1881,  and  when  he  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Huron,  so  that  he  was  reared  to  maturity  in  the  fine  little  city 
that  is  now  his  home.  Here  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  public 
schools  until  his  graduation  in  the  high  school,  when  he  was  sixteen 
years  old,  he  having  been  a  member  of  the  class  of  1907.  Thereafter  he 
devoted  himself  assiduously  to  the  study  of  mechanics  and  engineering, 
and  in  the  furtherance  of  his  technical  knowledge  he  completed  a  thor- 
ough course  in  stationary  engineering  in  the  International  Correspond- 
ence School  at  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  the  most  celebrated  institution 
of  this  kind  in  the  world.  Later  he  took  a  similar  correspondence  course 
in  electrical  engineering  in  the  American  Correspondence  School  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  and  that  he  has  made  good  use  of  his  acquirements 
needs  no  ful-ther  voucher  than  his  notable  success  and  his  official  pre- 
ferment as  supci'inlc)i(lriif  of  a  modern  electric  ami  water  jtlant. 

Mr.  Britlnii  is  a  s.ai  of  Erwin  E.  and  Ali(v  I'nisi.iinaker)  Britton, 
the  former  of  wlioiu  was  born  and  reared  in  .Mnlina  (tmnty,  this  state, 
a  scion  of  a  family  of  Irish  lineage,  that  was  fmiiKled  in  that  county 
fully  a  century  ago,  John  C.  Britton,  i'alhci-  of  llrwin  E.,  having  been 
born  in  Ireland  and  having  died  in  ^Icdina  rouniy  when  in  the  prime 
of  life,  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Phillips  and  who  was  of  New 
England  stock,  having  survived  him  by  many  years.  He  was  an  iron- 
moulder  by  trade  but  eventually  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  became  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  in  Medina  County. 
He  was  six  feet  and  four  iiu'hes  in  lieighf  and  w-as  noted  for  his  physical 
prowess — a  man  of  superb  strength  and  vigor. 

Erwin  E.  Britfon  was  graduateil  in  Baldwin  College,  at  Berea,  Ohio, 
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and  later  was  graduated  in  one  of  the  leading  medical  institutions  of  this 
state.  After  his  marriage  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Spencer,  Medina  County,  until  his  removal  to  Huron,  Ei'ie 
County,  where  he  continued  his  successful  practice  for  a  number  of 
years.  Doctor  Brittou  is  now  engaged  in  active  practice  at  MeClure, 
Plenry  County,  and  celebrated  in  1915  his  sixty-fifth  birthday  anniver- 
sary, his  wife  being  about  two  years  his  junior  and  both  being  zealous 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  a  trustee  for  many  years.  The  doctor  is  a  republican  in  politics  and 
is  nffiliatod  with  the  Indojicndent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  IMod- 
ci'ii  ^\■(MlllMl(  II  (if  Aiiii'iica.  besides  holding  membership  in  the -Henry 
('(iiiiitN  .Mi,lic:il  S,n-ir\y  and  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society.  Of  the 
children  tlie  eldest  is  Way  land  S.,  who  is  still  a  bachelor  and  who  is  a 
teacher  of  bookkeeping  in  a  business  college  in  the  City  of  Columbus, 
Ohio;  John  C,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  second  child;  Mary,  who  was 
graduated  as  a  trained  nurse,  was  an  attache  of  the  maternity  hospital 
in  the  City  of  Toledo  and  is  now  doing  private  work;  and  Robert,  who 
served  four  years  in  the  United  States  navy,  the  last  two  years  liaving 
marked  his  incumbency  of  a  petit  office  on  the  flagship  of  the  fleet  that 
made  the  voyage  around  the  world,  died  July  5,  1915. 

At  Grafton,  Lorain  County,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  John  C. 
Britton  to  Miss  Lydia  E.  Jones,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  that  county 
and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Adelbert  and  Clara  (Miller)  Jones,  her  father 
having  been  engaged  in  the  hardware  and  farm-implement  business  at 
Grafton  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  his  widow  being  still  a  resident  of 
that  village.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Britton  have  one  son,  Erwin  Adelbert,  who 
was  born  Februaiy  19,  1915.  Mrs.  Britton  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  her  husband  attends  and  supports  the  same,  his 
political  views  being  indicated  by  his  alignment  with  the  republican 
party,  and  he  being  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Inde- 
pciulcnt  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  the  former  of  which  he  is  serving,  in 
lOl.'),  as  senior  warden  of  ilarks  Lodge,  No.  359,  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted 
^lasons,  at  Huron. 

Henry  P.  Schaffeb.  Though  he  claims  the  old  Keystone  State  as 
tlie  place  of  his  nativity,  Mr.  Schafl^er  has  been  a  resident  of  Ohio  from 
infancy  and  is  a  scion  of  old  and  honored  pioneer  families  of  this  state. 
Since  1890  he  has  maintained  his  residence  in  the  flne  little  City  of 
Huron,  Erie  County,  where,  as  a  building  contractor  and  as  a  manu- 
facturer, he  has  gained  secure  status  as  one  of  the  representative  busi- 
ness men  of  the  county.  He  is  senior  member  of  the  flrm  of  Schafl'er 
Brothers,  in  which  his  able  and  valued  eoailjutor  is  his  younger  brother, 
Frederick  J.,  and  they  have  not  only  (Icvcldpcd  a  large  and  substantial 
business  as  contractors  and  builders  Imt  arc  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facturing of  boxes  for  use  in  the  p;)ckiii,<;  and  shipping  of  fish,  the  latter 
enterprise  having  been  founded  by  tliem  in  1914  and  having  already  be- 
come one  of  most  successful  order.  The  manufacturing  plant  is  a  build- 
ing 40  by  80  feet  in  dimensions,  and  in  its  various  operations  power  is 
furnished  by  electric  motors  with  an  ati'ui-c.ualc  capacity  of  twenty-five 
horse  power.  The  plant  includes  a  hkkI.ih  planing  mill  equipped  with 
a  battery  of  five  saws,  and  the  average  (lail\  (nitinit  of  the  factory  is  now 
200  boxes.  The  thriving  indusfr\  has  Ihm-u  developed  entirely  through 
the  energy,  initiative  and  jirartiriil  skill  of  the  Sehaffer  brothers,  and 
they  also  control  a  represental  ivc  l.iisincss  as  contractors  in  the  building 
of  houses  and  other  structures,  both  being  excellent  mechanics  and  Fred- 
erick J.,  who  is  also  a  practical  architect,  having  the  active  supervision 
of  the  contracting  business,  the  while  Henry  P.  gives  the  major  part 
of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  manufacturing  enterpi-ise. 
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Hemy  P.  Soliaft'er  was  born  in  the  City  of  Meadville,  Crawford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  14th  of  March,  1869,  and  he  was  one  year 
old  when  his  parents,  who  had  remained  in  that  place  only  a  short  time, 
returned  to  their  old  home  in  Bronson  Township,  Huron  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  reared  to  adult  age  and  where  he  availed  himself  fully  of 
the  advantages  of  the  excellent  public  schools.  One  year  after  his  mar- 
riage he  came  with  his  young  wife  to  Huron,  where  he  engaged  in 
mechanical  work  and  where  by  industry  and  progressiveness  he  has 
risen  to  his  present  secure  vantage-ground  as  a  successful  business  man 
and  influential  and  popular  citizen. 

Mr.  Schaffer  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Margaret  f  Sclniiiuicker)  Schaffer, 
both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  Huroi]  ('nmil\,  Ihe  lineage  of 
both,  as  the  names  indicate,  being  traced  back  to  staunch  tierraan  origin. 
With  the  exception  of  a  brief  period  of  residence  in  Pennsylvania,  they 
alwaj's  maintained  their  home  in  Huron  County,  where  the  death  of  the 
father  occurred  and  where  his  widow  still  resides.  Peter  Schaffer  be- 
came a  skilled  mechanic,  and  in  addition  to  becoming  a  successful  eon- 
tractor  and  builder  he  also  owned  and  operated  a  good  farm  in  his  native 
county.  In  the  eaiiy  days  he  found  much  requisition  for  his  services 
in  the  making  of  eofiSns,  the  work  having  all  been  done  by  hand  and 
with  punctillious  haste  after  the  death  of  the  person  for  whom  tlie 
"long  and  narrow  couch"  was  intended.  As  a  contractor  and  manu- 
facturer he  gave  employment  to  a  force  of  ten  men  all  the  year  round, 
and  this  continued  for  several  years.  This  sterling  citizen  died  on  his 
homestead  farm,  in  his  native  town.ship,  in  the  year  1887,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Huron  County, 
his  political  allegiance  having  been  given  to  the  democratic  party  and 
his  religious  faith  having  been  that  of  the  Catholic  Church,  of  which  his 
widow  liki'\\isr  li,-i>  liiM-ii  a  litcldiii;-  coiiiimiiiicant. 

The  paiviiK  (]f  I'ctcr  Sclinfrrr  wciv  natiws  of  Germany,  where  their 
luarriaiiv  was  snlcniiii/cil,  ami  aftci-  tlnir  iiii migration  to  America,  the 
voyaf;v  lia\iiiii  licm  madr  on  a  sailiii'.:  m'sscI  and  having  re(|uired  sixty 

days,  tlity  liciaiMc  iii.-iiilirr.s  ,\\'  a  pill I-  ■•(iiii|iany  of  colonists  who  came 

from  l'fnns\  Kaiiia  and  sdllfd  in  Ilurdii  County,  Ohio.  The}' made  the 
overland  jourih\  with  wa'jun  and  ox  teams,  in  tiic  <-ai-ly  ■.'ids,  and  settled 
on  a  tract  of  laa\  il\  tiiiilicrcd  land  in  Bronson  Tnw  iisliip.  Huron  County, 
where  they  i-cclainicd  a  lai  in  and  endured  the  full  ti-nsinn  of  the  strenu- 
ous pioneer  life.  The  fatlai-  died  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood  and  the 
mother  attained  to  the  reniarkalilr  a-v  of  ninety-nine  years,  both  having 
been  representatives  of  stannrli  nld  fannlies  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  the  ter- 
ritory of  which  has  been  disputed  by  Germany  and  France  and  which 
is  now  the  stage  of  a  most  bitter  and  sanguinary  conflict.  Mrs.  Peter 
Schaffer,  who  has  attained  to  the  psalmist's  span  of  three  scoi'e  years 
and  ten,  is  one  of  the  loved  pioneer  wouien  of  Union  (  onnt y  and  retains 
lier  mental  and  physical  faculties  to  a  wonderfnl  d.  i^n  ,  ,  as  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  she  per.sonally  maintains  a  gem  ral  snpn-vision  of  the 
(lid  lioiiicstcad  farm.  Iler  parents  were  raeiiibers  of  the  same  company 
ol'  Ciiiiian  lolonists  in  Huron  covinty.  as  were  those  of  her  husband,  and 
bdlli  ci-osscd  the  Atlantic  on  the  same  voyage  of  the  same  sailing  ship. 
All  of  the  fanuly  have  held  rigorously  to  the  ancestral  faith  of  the 
Catholic  Church  and  in  Huron  County  the  representatives  of  each  have 
been  aligned  with  tlie  democratic  party.  Peter  and  Margaret  Schaffer 
became  the  parents  of  seven  .sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  still 
survive  the  honored  fatlier  and  all  of  whom  are  nuirried  except  Fred- 
erick J.,  .iunior  nu'mher  of  the  Huron  firm  of  Sehatl'er  Bi-otliers. 

At  Huron,  on  the  11  th  of  June,  1899,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Henry  P.  Schaffer  to  Miss  Herflui  Dale,  who  was  l)orn  in  a  home  on 
the  lot  ad.jacent  to  her  present  place  of  residence  and  the  date  of  whose 
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nativity  was  Juue  22,  1876,  she  being  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  one 
son  and  seven  daughters,  tlie  other  surviving  children  being:  Elmer, 
who  resides  at  ililan,  this  county,  and  who  has  two  sous  and  two  daugh- 
ters; and  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Roberts,  of  Toledo.  Mrs. 
Schaffer  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Anna  (Murry)  Dale,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Erie  County  antl  the  latter  of  whom  was  nine  3ears 
of  age  when  she  came  to  this  county  from  her  native  State  of  New  York, 
in  company  with  her  widowed  mother,  Mrs.  Anna  iMurry,  her  father, 
James  Murry,  having  died  shortly  before  her  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale 
became  residents  of  Huron  many  years  ago,  and  here  Mr.  Dale  died,  at 
his  old  homestead  on  Williams  Street,  July  8,  1905,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years,  his  widow  still  remaining  in  the  home  endeared  to  her  by  the 
gracious  memories  of  the  past  and  having  celebrated  her  eighty-tifth 
birthday  anniversary  in  September,  1915.  Mr.  Dale  was  long  identified 
with  navigation  interests  on  the  Great  Lakes,  having  served  many  years 
as  first  mate  on  lake  boats.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  in  religion  and  his 
widow  likewise  is  a  zealous  member  of  that  church.  Mr.  Dale  was  one  of 
the  valiant  soldiers  of  the  Union  during  virtually  the  entire  period  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  after  having  been  severely  injured  in  connection  with 
a  wagon  accident  he  was  confined  in  a  hospital  until  he  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge,  his  injuiy  having  entirely  incapacitated  him  for  fur- 
ther military  service  and  having  caused  him  much  suffering  in  later 
years.  He  was  a  popular  member  of  the  po.st  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  in  Huron  and  was  a  stalwart  republican  in  his  political  pro- 
clivities. His  father,  Peter  Dale,  immigrated  to  America  from  England 
and  became  a  pioneer  of  Erie  County,  where  he  married  Miss  Anna 
Brundage,  the  remainder  of  their  lives  having  been  passed  in  this  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schaffer  have  no  children.  They  are  popular  factors  in 
the  representative  social  activities  of  their  home  community  and  both 
are  communicants  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  as  members  of 
the  historic  old  parish  of  Christ  Church. 

Mr.  Schaffer  is  a  man  of  well  fortified  political  convictions,  is  a  loyal 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  democi-atic  party,  and  is  essentially  vig- 
orous and  progressive  as  a  citizen.  Since  1910  he  has  served  as  clerk  of 
the  board  of  affairs  of  Erie  County,  and  since  1905  he  has  been  chief  of 
the  volunteer  fire  department  of  Huron.  He  is  deputy  assessor  of  Huron 
Township  and  the  Village  of  Huron,  of  which  position  he  hns  been  the 
incumbent  since  1913.  Since  1908  ilr.  Schaffer  has  been  Government 
inspector  for  the  docks  and  two  light-houses  of  the  Port  of  Huron,  and 
he  had  previously  served  in  a  similar  capacity  at  Toledo,  Lorain  and 
Cleveland. 

He  is  essentially  a  vital,  straightforward  and  enterprising  man  of 
affairs  and  commands  the  unqualified  esteem  of  the  community  in  which 
he  maintains  his  home  and  in  the  general  welfare  of  which  he  takes  the 
deepest  interest.  Mr.  SehaflEer  is  affiliated  with  the  Huron  Camp  of  the 
Order  of  American  "Woodmen  and  is  past  bRiiker  of  the  same.  He  and 
his  wife  rrsidi-  ill  one  of  the  beautiful  nKxlcrn  Imiiirs  of  Huron,  the  same 
haviuii-  bi'cn  civdcd  by  him,  on  Smiih  Williiiiiis  Sii-cet,  and  it  is  known 
a.s  a  center  of  gracious  and  unostentatious  hospilality. 

CharIjES  W.  Dildine.  The  chief  engineer  of  the  municipal  electric- 
light  and  wateilworks  plant  of  the  thriving  little  City  of  Huron  is  one 
of  the  valued  executives  and  popular  citizens  and  has  been  the  incumbent 
of  his  present  position  since  1909,  his  scrupulous  attention  to  all  details 
and  careful  handling  of  the  important  service  entrusted  to  his  charge 
having  resiilted  in  the  effective  upkeep  and  operation  of  these  important 
departments  of  public  utility  service.  As  pertinent  to  his  recognition 
in  this  publication  further  interest  attaches  to  his  career  by  reason  of 
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the  fact  that  he  is  a  native  of  Erie  County  and  a  representative  of  a  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed  family  of  this  favored  section  of  the  Buckeye 
State. 

Not  far  distant  from  his  present  place  of  residence  in  the  City  of 
Huron,  which  w^as  then  known  as  Huronville,  Sir.  Dildine  was  born  on 
the  30th  of  April,  1876,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  this  place  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  until  he  had  attained  to  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
his  discipline  having  thus  included  the  curriculum  of  the  high  school. 
At  the  age  noted  he  began  the  theoretical  study  and  also  a  practical 
apprenticeship  to  stationary  engineering,  and  incidentally  he  had  the 
good  judgment  to  fortify  himself  by  a  simultaneous  course  of  technical 
study  in  the  Scranton  Correspondence  School,  which  has  a  national  repu- 
tation. From  1905  to  1907  j\Ir.  Dildine  served  as  stationary  engineer 
at  the  Huron  water  station  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road, and  this  experience  proved  of  great  value  to  him  in  fitting  him  to 
assume  the  responsible  office  of  which  he  is  now  the  incumbent.  At  the 
municipal  light  and  water  plant  he  has  the  supervision  of  two  fine  en- 
gines of  most  modern  type — one  capable  of  developing  150  horse  power 
and  the  other  seventy  horse  power.  In  the  handling  of  the  mechanical 
equipment  of  the  plant  he  has  never  encountered  an  accident  to  the 
machinery  and  has  kept  the  service  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  effi- 
ciency, his  administration  of  affairs  having  been  loyal  and  ereditalile 
and  having  inured  to  the  general  benefit  of  the  city  and  its  people. 

Mr.  Dildine  is  a  son  of  William  and  Betsey  (Wolverton)  Dildine,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  near  the  present  beautiful  little  City  of  Hills- 
dale, .Michigan,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1836,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was 
born  in  Huron  Township,  Erie  County.  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of  November, 
1850.  The  lineage  of  William  Dildiiir  truces  back  to  sturdy  German 
stock  and  the  original  American  rrpivsiiitut  ives  of  the  name  settled  in 
Pennsylvania  in  the  colonial  era  of  our  national  history.  In  that  state 
the  parents  of  William  Dildine  were  born  and  that  they  became  pioneer 
settlers  in  Michigan  is  fully  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  himself  was 
born  in  the  Territory  of  ilichigan  in  the  year  prior  to  the  admission  of 
the  state  to  the  Union. 

William  Dildine  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  Wolveriin'  State 
and  there  continued  his  association  with  agricultural  pursuits  until 
there  came  to  him  the  call  of  higher  duty,  with  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war.  He  promptly  manifested  his  patriotic  loyalty  by  enlisting  as 
a  private  in  Company"  E,  Fourth  jMichigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
with  this  gallant  command  he  participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  many  other  engagements  mark- 
ing the  progress  of  the  great  internecine  conflict.  He  proved  a  faith- 
ful and  valiant  soldier  of  the  Union  and  was  fortunate  in  that  he  escaped 
other  than  nominal  wounds  and  in  that  he  was  never  captured.  He  con- 
tinued with  his  regiment  until  the  elnse  of  the  war,  his  service  having 
covered  a  period  of  iie:irl,\  live  ye:ifs.  ami  after  receiving  his  honorable 
discharge  he  returned  t.)  iiis  li.niie  in  .Miehiean.  In  later  years  he  vital- 
ized the  more  gracious  niemunes  ami  assuriations  of  his  long  and  honor- 
able military  career  by  his  affiliation  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  Moses  ^Martin  Post  of  this 
noble  organization  at  Huron;  he  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most 
poptilar  and  influential  comrades  of  this  post  and  he  was  its  commaiuier 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  his  funeral  services  being  held  under  the 
auspices  of  this  patriotic  organization. 

In  Michigan  William  Dildine  continued  his  residence  until  1867, 
when  he  came  to  Erie  County  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Huron  Town- 
.ship.  A  year  or  two  later,  however,  he  severed  his  association  with  tiiis 
line  of  eiltei'prisi-  and  turned  his  attention  to  tlie  lishin-,'  industry,  with 
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which  he  coiitiuued  to  l)e  identified  during  the  remainder  of  his  active 
career,  his  operations  having  been  exclusively  in  the  waters  of  Lake 
Erie  and  excellent  success  having-  attended  his  operations.  His  death 
occurred  at  Fairport,  Lake  County,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1904,  and  he  was 
well  known  in  navigation  circles  as  well  as  in  Erie  and  other  counties 
bordering  on  Lake  Erie,  his  sterling  integrity  and  genial  personality 
having  drawn  to  him  troops  of  staunch  friends.  He  was  unfaltering  in 
his  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  was  active  and  enthusiastic 
in  the  promotion  of  its  cause. 

At  Huron  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  William  Dildine  to  Miss 
Betsej'  Wolverton,  and  in  her  native  place  her  death  occurred  on  the  9th 
of  September,  1887.  She  was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  was  a  zealous 
member  of  the  Methddisi  I-'.|iis(M)|);iI  Chui'ch,  as  was  also  her  husband, 
and  her  circle  of  frii'inls  wns  limitcl  mily  by  that  of  her  acquaintances. 
Mrs.  Dildine  was  a  daiigliicr  (if  Charles  Wolverton,  who  was  a  pioneer 
of  Erie  County,  where  he  settled  on  a  farm  at  Rye  Beach,  west  of  the 
present  City  of  Huron,  and  on  thjs  homestead  both  he  and  his  wife  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  their  death,  he  having  been  a  native  of  England, 
where  their  marriage  was  solemnized,  and  his  witV  liaxiiii;-  lieeu  born  in 
Scotland.  He  whose  name  initiates  this  article  \\a^  llir  sccdnd  in  order 
of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  children,  and  the  tirst-lidrn.  Li'imard,  is  now 
a  resident  of  the  Village  of  Rocky  River,  Cuyahoga  County ;  Otis  was 
the  next  in  order  of  birth;  and  Cora  is  deceased,  as  is  probablj'  true  in 
the  case  of  Belle,  concerning  whom  the  other  members  of  the  family 
have  lost  trace. 

The  year  1900  recorded  the  marriage  of  Charles  W.  Dildine  to  Mrs. 
Louisa  Macky,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Huron  Township  and  who 
is  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Angeline  ( iilniinc  i  l'a\t(in)  Thompson, 
both  natives  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Thompson,  who  nlclualcd  his  eighty-second 
birthday  anniversary  in  1915,  is  living  retired  in  Ijic  City  of  Huron  and 
is  one  of  the  well  known  and  honored  pioneer  citizens  of  Erie  County, 
his  devoted  wife  having  been  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  June,  1899. 
No  children  have  been  born  to  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Dildine,  but  Mrs.  Dildine 
became  the  mother  of  three  children  by  her  first  mai'riage,  to  George 
Macky,  whose  death  occurred  several  years  ago.  Two  of  the  children 
died  in  infancy,  and  George  died  in  January,  1904,  a  fine  youth  of  twenty 
years  and  one  whose  friends  in  his  native  county  were  many.  Mr.  Dil- 
dine gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  is  affiliated 
with  Camp  No.  113  of  the  "Woodmen  of  the  World,  at  Huron,  of  which 
he  is  clerk,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

ri,^>-i  -  (i.  Smiiii,  'I'hc  priiprietor  of  the  Huron  Roller  Jlills,  which 
are  tlioniii'^lil>  iiMMlnn  m  ,M|ui|iuient  and  control  a  substantial  and  rep- 
reseiitati\c  trade,  lias  lilci-all\-  urown  up  in  the  line  of  industrial  enter- 
prise to  which  he  is  thus  giving  his  attention,  and  it  is  needless  to  say 
that  he  is  admirably  fortified  in  both  technical  knowledge  and  in  practical 
experience.  Mr.  Smith  not  only  holds  prestige  as  one  of  the  prominent 
and  successful  representatives  of  the  millinu-  Imsiness  in  Erie  County 
and  as  one  of  the  progressive  and  influential  rW  i/ins  of  the  thriving  little 
City  of  Huron,  but  he  is  also  a  man  wiidse  hiniyaiit  and  genial  nature 
anci  sterling  attributes  of  character  have  won  for  him  an  impregnable 
vantage-place  in  popular  confidence  and  esteem,  his  coterie  of  staunch 
friends  being  virtually  limited  only  by  that  of  his  acquaintances. 

The  Huron  Roller  Mills  do  a  general  milling  business  and  the  prin- 
cipal lirand  of  flour  produced  is  designated  the  "Sweet  Home,"  its 
superior  excellence  having  gained  to  it  a  wide  and  appreciative  demand 
throughout  Erie  and  adjoining  counties,  the  product  being  distinctively 
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staple  and  .standard.  The  mills  were  established  about  the  year  1866,  by 
the  lirm  of  Barker  &  Slack,  aud  after  the  property  passed  from  the 
control  of  this  tirm  it  changed  hands  several  times  before  it  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  i^reseut  owner.  This  pioneer  Houriug  mill,  origin- 
ally equipped  with  the  old-time  buhrs,  has  not  fallen  behind  in  the 
progress  of  the  milling  industry,  as  it  has  been  remodeled  from  time  to 
time  aud  was  liually  supplied  with  the  best  mechanical  facilities  aud 
accessories  that  are  now  m  evidence  and  that  give  it  high  standard.  ^Ir. 
Smith  first  became  identihed  with  the  operations  of  these  mills  in  1892, 
aud  since  1903  he  has  been  the  sole  proprietor,  many  improvements  hav- 
iug  been  made  since  he  assumed  control.  Power  is  supplied  by  an 
excellent  steam  plant,  and  the  facilities  are  such  as  to  obtain  the  best 
results  in  the  grinding  not  only  of  wheat  but  also  of  corn,  buckwheat, 
etc.,  the  capacity  of  the  plant  being  for  the  aggregate  output  of  fifty 
barrels  a  day.  Mr.  Smith  has  stated  that  he  gained  his  initial  experience 
in  the  milling  business  when  he  was  but  seven  years  old,  and  his  long 
association  with  this  line  of  enterprise  makes  him  an  authority  in  all 
details  of  the  same. 

llyssi's  (iinnt  Smith  was  born  at  Lexington,  Richland  County, 
(Jliio.  nil  I  he  ICih  (if  -Inly.  1868,  but  moved  from  there  when  a  mere  child 
and  a'-i|uii'.il  Ihn  rally  r(_lucation  in  the  common  schools  of  Liberty  Town- 
ship, ilaiicock  County,  Ohio,  the.  while  he  incidentally  became  familiar 
with  the  activities  of  his  father's  tlour  mill,  as  already-  intimated  in  a 
preceding  paragrajDh,  the  entire  active  career  of  his  father  having  been 
given  to  the  milling  business.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  personally  concerned 
with  his  present  line  of  industrial  enterprise  for  the  long  period  of 
thirty-six  years,  and  from  the  time  he  completed  his  practical  term  of 
apprenticeship  he  has  never  been  found  absent  from  his  station  of  busi- 
ness for  a  total  period  of  more  than  three  or  four  months,  his  energy, 
ability  aud  close  application  having  been  the  conservators  of  his  suc- 
cess and  advancement  and  there  having  been  no  time  at  which  he  could 
not  readily  find  employment.  As  a  young  man  Mr.  Smith  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  Carland  aiills  at  Findlay.  this 
state,  and  later  11i<y  iissumed  control  of  the  mill  at  Bloomdale,  Wood 
County,  Oliiii.  ridm  uliich  place  he  came  to  Birmingham,  Erie  Comity, 
where  the  subject  nf  this  review  was  operator  of  a  mill  until  his  removal 
to  Huron,  in  ]8;»2.  He  and  his  father  met  with  considerable  loss  through 
a  flood  which  did  great  damage  to  the  mill  whieli  they  were  operating 
at  Findlay,  but  both  have  proved  that  courage  and  continued  industry 
will  win  out  in  the  t"a<f  nf  olistacles  aud  financial  depression,  aud  it  may 
consistently  be  said  ol'  .Mr.  Smith  that  he  has  never  faltered  in  purpose 
and  never  pernnlted  liimsell  to  think  of  defeat  or  continued  misfortune 
within  the  realm  of  possibility. 

Jjcander  C.  Smith,  father  of  him  whose  name  introduces  this  review, 
was  l)orn  in  Wayne  County.  Ohio,  in  the  year  1835,  a  member  of  a 
family  that  settled  in  that  county  in  an  early  day.  As  a  youth  he  was 
engaged  in  teaching  school  about  seven  years,  and  when  the  Civil  war 
was  precipitated  on  the  nation  he  tendered  his  service  in  defense  of  the 
Union  by  enlisting  in  a  regiment  that  was  recruited  largely  in  his  native 
county.  "  After  ninety  days  of  service  he  was  granted  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, by  reason  of' physical  disability.  Thereafter  he  remained  for  a 
lime  on  the  farm  of  one  of  his  brothers,  and  later  he  found  employment 
as  a  general  mechanic,  at  jMeCorab,  Hancock  County,  his  natural  mechan- 
ical ability  having  made  him  an  elTc'Ctive  artisan  at  the  trade  of  cabinet- 
maker and  engineer  and  having  finally  enabled  him  to  become  a  profi- 
cient exponent  of  the  milling  business,  with  wliieli  he  continued  1o  be 
elosely  identified  for  fully  twenty  years. 

Tn"  Wavne  Coiuitv  was  solemnized  the  mnrriag.'  of  heaiider  C.  Smith 
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to  Miss  Faiinie  George,  daughter  of  Isaac  George,  the  maiden  name  of 
whose  wife  was  Gault,  both  parents  having  been  born  and  reared  in 
Pennsylvania  and  having  early  established  their  home  on  a  farm  in 
Wayne  County,  Ohio;  they  later  removed  to  Wood  county,  where  the 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  and  where  the  father  passed 
away  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-two  years,  both  having  been  zealous 
church  folk  of  the  highest  integrity  and  honor.  Leander  C.  Smith  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  as  the  result  of  an  accident;  in  an 
attack  of  vertigo  he  fell  from  a  porch,  his  head  striking  a  rock  and  the 
skull  being  crushed,  so  that  he  died  about  two  hom-s  later,  his  widow 
surviving  him  about  four  months  and  dying  when  about  sixty-eight  years 
of  age.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are 
still  living  and  all  of  whom  are  married  and  have  children.  Mr.  Smith 
was  a  stauiicli  republican  and  was  a  man  of  broad  views  and  superior 
intellectuality. 

At  Ashmont,  Erie  County,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Ulysses 
G.  Smith  to  Miss  Clara  Bryant,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  but  who  was 
reared  to  adult  age  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  she  acquired  her  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  and  where  her  parents  continued  to  reside  until 
their  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  two  children,  Helen  A.,  who  is,  in 
1915,  a  member  of  the  soiihomore  class  in  tlie  Huron  High  School  and 
who  is  developing  exceptional  talent  as  a  pianist,  and  Paul,  who  was 
born  in  1906,  and  who  is  attending  the'public  schools. 

^Ir.  Smith  accords  unfaltering  allegiance  to  the  cause  of  the  republi- 
can party,  takes  a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs  of  a  local  order  and 
has  served  two  years  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council  of  Hm'on.  He 
was  formerly  in  active  affiliation  with  the  Ivnights  of  Pythias,  and  he 
and  his  family  attend  and  support  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

]\IiLES  Lander.  Few  farms  in  Erie  County  have  undergone  a  more 
complete  transformation  than  that  of  Miles  Lander,  located  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  Berlin  Township.  When  Miles  Lander  was  born  there 
April  2,  1870,  only  a  portion  of  the  tract  of  100  acres  was  arable,  and 
fields  were  thickly  strewn  with  stumjis.  It  was  his  father,  the  late 
William  C.  Lander,  who  worked  this  Iraiisfonnation  in  the  landscape 
and  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Laiidci-  la  mil  y  has  produced  as  fine  a 
farm  as  can  be  found  within  the  limits  of  i'.irlin  Township.  ]\Iiles  Lan- 
der is  one  of  two  sons  of  the  late  William  C.  Lander,  grew  up  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. of  his  native  township,  and 
his  home  has  always  been  on  what  is  known  as  the  old  Lander  Homestead, 
comprising  100  acres  of  well  managed  and  productive  soil,  with  excel- 
lent drainage,  and  cultivated  with  such  rotation  of  crop  as  to  bring  out 
the  best  possibilities.  Mr.  Lander  grows  about  fifteen  acres  of  wheat, 
fifteen  to  twenty  acres  of  corn,  one  or  two  acres  of  potatoes,  and  also 
has  crops  of  oats  and  considerable  meadow  land.  To  the  traveler 
along.  Rural  Route  No.  2  out  of  Huron  the  farm  at  once  commends  itself 
by  reason  of  its  attractive  group  of  buildings.  There  is  a  large  barn  36 
by  96  feet,  besides  wagon  and  tool  sheds  and  other  structures  for  the 
shelter  of  stock  and  equipment.  The  home  is  a  big  white  two-story 
eleven-room  house,  which  was  built  in  1S71  by  the  late  William  C. 
Lander. 

William  C.  Lander  was  born  in  Iladenham,  England,  May  28,  1830, 
being  an  only  son  and  child,  and  as  an  orphan  was  reared  by  his  grand- 
mother until"  about  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  then  set  out  for  the  New 
World  on  February  27,  1852,  and  landed  in  New  York  City  April  9, 
1852.  He  came  on  to  Akron,  Ohio,  to  visit  an  uncle,  James  Lander, 
spending  a  year  or  two  in  that  locality,  part  of  the  time  employed  in  a 
printing  office  at  Akron  owned  by  T.  and  H.  G.  Canfield.    While  there 
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he  helped  to  set  type  on  an  old  history  of  Summit  County,  Ohio.  In 
1855  he  came  to  Erie  County,  and  being  still  poor  found  employment 
with  Charles  W.  West  in  Berlin  Township  in  April  of  that  year.  On 
March  17,  1857,  he  entered  llir  ciniiloy  of  Mr.  William  Henry  Hine,  a 
prominent  citizen  and  biisiiHss  mnii.  and  received  a  great  deal  of  en- 
couragement from  Mr.  Iliiic  who  aided  him  in  getting  a  start.  Early  in 
ihc  "(Ids.  acting  on  the  advice  of  ilr.  Iline,  who  gave  him  all  the  time 
lie  iii'cdrd  to  make  his  payments,  Mr.  Lander  made  his  first  purchase  of 
tliirty  acres.  Economical  and  thrifty  and  with  the  aid  of  a  capable  wife, 
he  soon  had  the  land  paid  for,  and  about  1870  sold  it  and  purchased  the 
100  acres  where  his  sou  ililes  now  lives.  On  this  land  he  wrought 
with  all  the  industry  of  which  he  was  capable,  laid  many  rods  of  tile, 
constructed  the  fine  laii^v  licmse  already  mentioned,  and  not  only  pros- 
pei'ed  there  but  ai  rimmhiie.  1  ih(^  surplus  which  enabled  him  to  secure 
100  acres  adjoining  his  liisi  linmc,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son, 
Charles  Lander.  William  C.  Lander  died  at  the  old  homestead  Novem- 
ber 10,  1913.  He  was  as  good  a  man  as  his  township  possessed  in  its 
ranks  of  citizenship,  and  was  not  only  a  capable  home  maker  but  also  a 
man  whose  influence  was  good  in  behalf  of  religion,  morality  and  all 
local  betterment.  He  was  an  independent  republican  in  polities.  He 
was  married  at  the  home  of  William  Henry  Hine,  while  he  was  in  Mr. 
nine's  employ,  to  Mary. Jane  Ceas,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  July 
2,  1830.  She  also  lived  for  several  years  in  the  Hine  home  before  her 
marriage.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  childi-en  and  the  daughter 
of  El.  Nathen  and  Eunice  (Jackson)  Ceas,  they  having  moved  from 
York  State  while  their  family  of  children  were  small  and  located  at 
Harper's  Corners  (now  known  as  Ceylon).  She  was  married  to  Wm. 
C.  Lander  April  I'T.  isdl,  and  died  at  the  Lander  ninii  October  5,  1883. 
She  was  a  kind  iimilier  :iiid  known  as  a  quiet  an.l  |icaci'-l(iving  neighbor. 

.Ml'.  .Miles  Liuider  was  married  to  iliss  Anna  ('.  Oet/el,  who  was  born 
in  Oxford  Township  of  Erie  County,  October  5,  1873.  She  grew  up 
there  and  in  Milan  Township  and  is  the  daughter  of  Justus  and  Anna  B. 
(Bauereis)  Oetzel.  Her  father  was  born  October  24,  1833,  in  Hesse- 
Cassel,  and  her  mother  was  Imhh  March  21,  1836,  near  Berlin,  Germany. 
They  both  came  to  the  I'nitcl  Si.iirs  in  1853,  the  former  locating  at 
Sandusky  and  the  latter  in  .Milan  Township.  In  the  latter  locality  on 
Christmas  Day  of  1857  they  were  married.  They  lived  in  Milan  Vil- 
lage until  1861,  and  then  moved  to  Oxford  Township,  in  a  farm.  In 
1883  the  Oetzel  family  bought  and  occupied  a  farm  of  170  acres  in  Milan 
Township,  and  that  is  still  the  property  of  the  family.  Mrs.  Oetzel  died 
there  July  16,  1907,  and  Mr.  Oetzel  is  still  living,  being  now  past  eighty 
years  of  age.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Reformed  Church,  while 
his  wife  was  a  Lutheran,  and  after  their  marriage  they  both  affiliated 
with  the  Lutheran  Church  and  reared  their  children  in  the  same  faith. 
There  were  seven  sons  and  five  daughters  in  the  Oetzel  family,  four  of 
whom  died  young,  and  nnc  (hinelit.-r  lias  ]>assc,l  away  since  the  death  of 
her  mother.     Of  tlu'  se\rn  siill  li\iiii:  six  are  inin-iied  and  have  children. 

Mr.  and  ^Mrs.  Jliles  l.amlci-  aiv  llie  iiarenis  lA'  three  children.  Bar- 
bara Ellen,  born  Septeml)er  7,  1900,  is  now  a  student  in  the  Berlin 
Heights  High  School;  William  J.,  born  April  6,  1904,  is  in  the  sixth 
grade  of  the  common  schools:  and  Emma  E.  was  born  June  2,  1909. 
:\rrs.  Lander  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Cliureh,  and  ^Mr.  Lander  is 
independent  in  politics. 

T-\Li-iEN-  ]M.  Clock.  The  publishers  of  this  history  of  Erie  County 
have  been  fortunate  in  enlisting  in  its  preparation  the  eo-operation  of 
'Sir.  Clock,  who  is  one  of  the  repi-esentative  newspa])er  men  of  the  county, 
a  citizen  of  prominence  and  influence,  of  distinctive  infelleetuality  and 
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great  public  spirit,  and  who  maintains  deep  and  abiding-  interest  in  all 
that  touches  his  home  county.  He  is  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Erie 
County  Reporter,  the  only  one  in  the  fine  little  Village  of  Huron,  and 
under  his  direction  it  has  been  made  a  most  effective  exponent  of  local 
interests  and  the  generic  principles  of  the  republican  party.  Mr.  Clock 
is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  Huron  County,  within 
whose  borders  his  paternal  grandfather  settleil  at  an  early  day,  and  the 
family  name  has  been  closely  and  inhuentially  linked  with  the  annals  of 
this  favored  section  of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve,  so  that  it  is  but 
natural  that  the  subject  of  this  review  should  manifest  lively  interest  in 
the  history  of  the  county  and  have  given  much  study  to  the  same. 

As  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Erie  County  Reporter  Mr.  Clock  is 
the  successor  of  his  honored  father,  David  Clock,  by  whom  the  paper  was 
founded  under  its  present  title,  the  tirst  edition  liaving  been  issued  on 
the  19th  of  March,  1879,  and  the  founder  having  continued  the  publica- 
tion of  the  paper  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  11th  of  June,  1905. 

David  Clock  was  a  man  of  strong  character,  broad  mentality  anil 
well  fortified  convictions,  so  that  he  was  admirably  eipiipped  for  leader- 
ship in  popular  sentiment.  As  a  newspaper  man  he  was  vigorous  and 
independent,  and  his  experience  in  this  line  of  enterprise  .covered  vir- 
tually his  entire  active  career.  He  believed  the' functions  of  a  newspaper 
of  the  order  of  that  which  he  so  long  published  to  be  aside  from  politics 
of  partisan  order,  and  thus  he  made  the  Erie  County  Reporter  inde- 
pemlent  in  politics  and  a  vehicle  for  the  expression  of  his  sentiments 
regarding  public  aft'aii's  without  the  restrictions  of  partisan  lines.  He 
developed  the  Reporter  into  one  of  the  strong  and  popular  publications 
of  Erie  County  and  its  representative  circulation  indicated  the  popular 
appreciation  of  his  efforts  and  of  high  sterling  character  as  a  man  and  a 
public-spirited  citizen  of  high  civic  ideals.  He  was  indefatigable  in  his 
efforts  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  community  and  his  paper 
was  made  to  wield  large  influence  throughout  the  eastern  part  of  Erie 
County,  a  precedence  which  it  fully  maintains  under  the  direction  of 
his  son.  Individually  Mr.  Clock  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  republican  party  and  he  was  active  and  inHuential  in  its  councils  in 
Erie  County,  where  he  was  a  frequent  delegate  to  its  county  conventions 
and  also  to  the  republican  state  conventions.  AVhen  Hon.  James  G. 
Blaine  was  nominated  for  the  presidency  Mr.  Clock  became  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Blaine  Club  of  Huron  and  was  elected  president  of 
the  same. 

David  Clock  was  born  at  ilonroeville,  Huron  County,  in  August,  1831, 
and  was  a  scion  of  one  of  the  staunch  old  Holland  Dutch  families  that 
was  founded  in  the  Mohawk  Valley  of  New  York  about  the  middle  o£ 
the  eighteenth  century,  where  the  name  was  one  of  prominence  in  social 
and  industrial  associations  for  sevornl  generations.  Timothy  Clock, 
father  of  David,  was  the  founder  of  tlir  (  Miid  laanch  of  the  family.  Upon 
his  immigration  to  the  Buckeye  Stati'  lir  sfttled  in  Huron  County,  he 
having  been  a  young  m;in  at  tlu'  time  and  one  well  fortified  for  the  life 
of  a  pioneer.  His  ])aii  hk  linnlly  joined  him  in  Huron  County,  and 
several  of  his  brothers  ami  sishr.s  also  came  to  Ohio,  the  entire  number 
of  children  having  been  sixteen  and  the  family  having  been  remarkable 
for  physical  and  mental  vigor  in  this,  as  in  preceding  and  later  genera- 
tions. Timothy  Clock  and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
in  Huron  County,  where  he  followed  the  vocation  of  tanner  and  currier, 
his  brother  who  came  to  Ohio  having  devoted  their  attention  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  In  Huron  county  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Tim- 
othy Clock  to  Miss  Phoebe  Carr.  a  representative  of  a  pioneer  family  of 
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this  section  of  Ohio  and  of  one  that  sent  forth  from  Massachusetts  its 
quota  of  patriot  soldiers  to  render  valiant  service  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Mrs.  Phoebe  (Carr)  Clock  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal 
about  the>  year  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  the  older  gen- 
eration in  Huron  County  recall  her  as  a  woman  of  gentle  and  gracious 
persoiuility,  both  she  and  her  husband  having  been  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Chui-ch,  though  the  original  religious  faith  of  the  Clock  family 
was  that  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

Reared  to  manhood  in  Huron  County  and  afforded  the  advantages 
of  the  common  schools  of  the  locality  and  iiiMi(j(l.  D.ivid  Chick  iranu-d 
in  his  youth,  at  Mouroeville,  the  trade  of  iiai-in^siMiikrr  and  ^aildl.  r,  at 
which  he  became  a  skilled  workman.     At  Muiirocvilli'  was  si)ltMiiiii/.fd  his 

iiKUTiaiiv  1ci  .Miss  1'] la  i'.isliDp.  wbo  was  bom  at  ^layville,  tlic  .judirial 

eciiti  r  111  (  hanlaii'ina  (ihiiiIn.  Niu  \'ork,  near  the  head  of  the  beautiful 
C:ba\itaHi|ua  Lake,  and  who  was  I'cafed  to  adult  age  in  her  native  county, 
she  having  beeu  a  young  wonuin  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to 
Ohio.  She  continued  her  residence  in  Erie  County  until  the  time  of 
her  death  and  was  one  of  the  gentle  and  revered  pioneer  women  of  the 
county  at  the  time  when  she  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal,  her  death 
having  occurred  in  the  Village  of  Hui'on,  in  November,  1812,  and  her 
age  at  the  time  having  been  seventy-seven  years.  Both  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  earnest  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  became 
the  parents  of  three"  sons  and  one  daughter  and  the  thii'd  born,  Vernon, 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Tallien  ]\1.,  of  this  review,  was  the  first  in 
order  of  birth ;  Harvey  is  a  well  known  citizen  of  Lorain  County  and  his 
only  child.  Tallien  M.,  was  named  in  honor  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
Mary  B.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Overbold  and  they  now  reside  in  the  City 
of  Seattle.  Washington. 

Tallien  M.  Clock  was  born  at  ]\Ionroeville.  Huron  County,  on  the 
4th  of  Octolicr,  ly.")?,  and  his  t-arly  educational  advantages  were  those 
afforded  in  tln'  pnlilic  srlidnls  (if  tlial  village.  In  his  youth  he  served  a 
practical  appicnticcsliiii  tn  tlir  priiitcr's  trade,  and  after  having  followed 
the  same  Uw  scm  ral  years  in  iiis  native  county  he  went  to  the  City  of 
Chicai;n  in  ISSL'  and  tliti-i'  Innml  (  in|)l(iyineut  as  a  compositor  in  the 
office  111'  tile  (lid  ( 'hicaen  Tillies,  o i'  w  liich  t  lie  erratic  but  celebrated  Wilbur 
F.  Stor\-  was  then  tlie  publisliei'.  ^Vfter  remaining  two  years  in  the  great 
western  metropolis  Mr.  Clock  returned  to  Erie  County  and  lieeanie  asso 
ciated  with  his  father,  who  had  in  the  meanwhile  retired  finni  the  wuik 
of  his  trade  and  become  the  founder  of  the  Erie  County  licpurter.  as 
intimated  in  a  ]iieeeirnie'  paraerapli  of  this  article.  In  the  practical 
nuuiagenieiit  of  the  lnisiiiess  of  the  K'eporter  Tallien  M.  Clock  continued 
to  be  his  father "s  valued  cuad.julur  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  l'J05, 
when  he  assumed  individual  control  and  ownership  of  the  plant  and 
business.  He  has  since  continued  his  effective  enterprise  as  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  Reporter,  maintains  his  newspaper  and  job-printing 
plant  at  an  excellent  modern  standard  and  has  made  the  Reporter  one 
of  the  model  weekly  journals  of  this  section  of  the  Buckeye  State,  the 
Reporter  being  independent  in  its  i)olitical  policies,  as  previously  inti- 
mated. 

Though  his  paper  is  maintained  as  a  nnn-i)artisan  pulilicalion.  Ibis 
does  not  imply  that  Mr.  Clock  holds  a  neutral  jjcrsonal  attitude  in  poli- 
ties, for  he  accords  a  stauncii  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  has 
been  active  and  influential  in  its  local  councils  aiul  campaign  manoeu- 
vers.  He  has  served  frequently  as  delegate  to  county,  state  and  con- 
gressional conventions  of  his  party,  but  has  at  no  time  manifested  tlie 
proclivities  of  the  so-called  oH'ensive  partisan.  Mr.  Clock  served  six  years 
as  clerk  of  the  village  board  of  education,  and  held   for  some  time  the 
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office  of  presideut  of  the  village  eouueil  of  Huron.  He  suceeeded  Wil- 
liam C.  Hej'iuau  as  mayor,  filliug  out  the  latter 's  unexpired  term,  and 
then  being  elected  to  the  office  for  the  regular  term  of  two  years,  his 
administration  having  been  signally  progressive  and  having  inured 
greatly  to  the  benefit  of  Huron.  Since  1900  Mr.  Clock  has  held  the 
Government  office  of  collector  of  the  Port  of  Huron.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  in  the  same 
has  passed  all  of  the  official  chairs. 

The"  marriage  of  Mr.  Clock  was  solemnized  at  Huron.  Mr.  Clock's 
only  child  is  Marian,  who  is  a  young  woman  of  culture  and  marked 
executive  ability.  She  was  graduated  in  Oberlin  College  as  a  njember 
of  the  class  of  1907,  and  thereafter  was  an  official  of  the  Young  Woman's 
Christian  Association  in  the  City  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  for  two  years, 
after  which  she  held  for  some  time  the  position  of  assistant  registrar  of 
her  alma  mater,  Oberlin  College.  She  now  has  the  distinction,  of  lieing 
assistant  luanager  of  the  Ajax-Grube  Rubber  Company,  in  the  City  of 
Cleveland. 

Ch.\rles  Ebert.  Prominent  among  the  stirring,  wide-awake  business 
men  of  Erie  County,  one  who  luis  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes 
and  has  succeeded  in  the  development  of  a  large  and  paying  business, 
is  Charles  Ebert,  who  is  the  proprietor  of  a  wholesale  butchering  busi- 
ness. He  entered  upon  his  career  as  an  agriculturist.  t;i;i(liially  added 
the  breeding  of  live  stock  to  his  activities,  and  tiually  nitiicil,  in  a 
modest  way,  the  butchering  business.  This  latti-i-  In-  has  developed  to 
large  proportions,  and  now  is  doing  a  vcrx  siMisiyino  business  within 
the  corpoi-ation  limits  of  Huron,  on  the  ltii,u;iri    1;ii;mI. 

Cliarles  Ebert  was  born  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
Tliaiil<sui\  inu'  Day,  November  26,  1876,  and  is  a  son  of  Louis  and 
<  atliciiiii  '  llerbell)  Ebert.  His  parents,  natives  of  New  York  State 
and  (if  (JiX'uuui  parentage,  have  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in 
Kv'u-  County,  where  the  father  has  been  for  some  years  a  sun-essfiil 
wlidlisale  butcher  and  farmer.  They  now  make  their  home  in  Oxfoid 
Township,  where  they  are  well  known  and  highly  respected  among  the 
people  with  whom  the}'  have  lived  and  lalndiil  Inr  many  years.  The 
public  schools  of  Oxford  Township  furnishtd  (liailcs  Ebert  with  the 
foundation  for  his  education,  and  since  leaving  them  he  has  added  to 
his  learning  by  study,  experience  and  observation.  He  was  brought  up 
on  the  home  farm  and  .secured  a  knowledge  of  both  farming  and  butch- 
ering, so  that  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  was  ready  tn  embark  upon 
a  career  of  his  own.  In  1906  he  came  to  his  home  farm,  lucateil  in  llui-on 
Township,  where  he  has  thirty-eight  acres,  all  undci-  a  liigii  state  of 
cultivation,  on  which  he  raises  the  various  prodiicis  nf  this  section, 
i'cissessed  of  progressive  ideas,  he  uses  the  most  moilein  nictliods  in  his 
Avofk  and  lias  demonstrated  their  value  by  the  exicllrnt  ivsnlts  he  has 
attained.  In  addition  to  this  property,  Mr.  Ebert  has  a  niuety-five-acre 
tract  in  Berlin  Township,  Erie  County,  which  he  purchased  in  1914, 
and  which  he  uses  largely  for  a  stock  farm.  While  Mr.  Ebert  grows 
a  large  amount  of  gi-ain,  the  greater  part  of  this  is  fed  to  the  stock  that 
he  butcliers,  for  his  wholesale  trade  has  grown  to  large  proportions,  and 
he  kills  about  fifty  head  of  stock  each  week,  including  sheep  and  hogs. 
Both  of  his  properties  give  evidence  of  the  presence  of  good  manage- 
ment and  thrift,  and  both  may  boast  of  substantial  and  commodious 
liuildings  of  all  kinds.  Mr.  Bbei't  is  known  not  only  as  a  skilled  agri- 
culturist and  excellent  .judge  of  cattle  and  other  live  stock,  but  as  a 
business  man  whose  straightforward  dealings  have  won  hiiii  the  confi- 
dence of  those  who  have  been  at  various  times  associated  with  him.     A 
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(Ifiuorrjit  ill  politics,  lie  is  known  as  cue  of  the  intiuenti.il  party  men  of 
liis  locality,  and  at  the  present  time  is  rendering  capable  service  as  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Huron. 

Mi:  Ebert  man-ied  Miss  Rose  Schwenk,  who  was  born  at  Sandusky 
ilay  12,  1878,  and  was  reared  and  well  educated  there  in  the  public 
schools.  Her  father,  Mathias  Schwenk,  died  there  some  twenty  years 
ago,  but  her  mother  still  survives  and  is  making  her  home  with  her 
children,  aged  past  sixty  years.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ebert:  Dorothy  E.,  aged  thirteen  years,  in  the  eighth  grade 
in  the  public  schools,  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  Cath- 
erine, who  is  twelve  years  old  and  a  scholar  in  the  seventh  grade; 
Virginia  E.,  aged  eight  years,  and  attending  school;  Rosemary,  aged 
six  j'cars:  and  Carl  AVilliam,  the  baby,  aged  one  year. 

Lewis  Kuiil.  On  the  tine  farm  which  is  his  present  place  of  resi- 
dence, ill  Huron  Township,  Lewis  Kuhl  was  born  and  reared,  and  he  is 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  this  county, 
wliei'e  his  father  settled  fully  seventy  yeai-s  ago  and  became  a  factor  in 
the  civic  and  industrial  development  of  this  now  favored  and  opulent 
section  of  the  old  Buckeye  State.  He  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch 
has  fully  maintained  the  prestige  of  the  name  which  he  bears  and  is  one 
of  the  i)rogressive  and  representative  agriculturists  and  stock-growers 
of  his  native  county,  where  he  stands  exemplar  of  productive  industry, 
of  utmost  civic  loyalty  and  of  that  sterling  integrity  that  ever  begets 
objective  confidence  and  good  will.  He  is  one  of  the  honored  and  influen- 
tial farmers  of  Huron  Township  and  is  a  man  who  is  specially  entitled  to 
specific  recognition  in  this  history. 

On  his  present  farm,  which  has  always  been  his  home  and  the  stage 
of  his  well  ordered  activities,  Lewis  Kuhl  was  born  on  the  31st  of  March, 
1860,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Philipina  (Meyer)  Kuhl.  Peter  Kuhl 
was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  in  the  year  1817, 
and  his  parents  passed  their  entire  lives  in  that  section  of  the  great 
Empire  of  Germany.  In  his  native  place  Mr.  Kuhl  was  reared  to  adult 
age  and  in  the  early  '40s,  as  a  young  man,  he  came  with  his  elder  brother 
Henry  to  America,  the  two  having  embarked  on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Bi-e- 
men,  and  having  landed  in  the  port  of  New  York  City  after  a  voyage  of 
five  weeks'  duration.  From  the  national  metropolis  they  took  passage 
up  the  Hudson  Eiver  and  finally  proceeded  by  Erie  Canal  to  Bufi:'alo, 
from  which  port  they  crossed  Lake  Erie  and  landed  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
which  city  was  then  a  mere  village,  where  they  were  importuned  to  take 
a  farm  in  what  is  now  the  center  of  the  city,  but  they  decided  that  the 
laud  was  too  rough  and  too  heavily  timbered  to  meet  their  approval, 
and  so  missed  an  opportunity  of  whicli  only  supernatural  prescience 
could  have  iiad  ivcdoiiition.  From  Cleveland  the  sturdy  young  Germans 
proceeded  up  i.akc  Kr'w  to  Erie  County,  and  here  Henry  Kuhl  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Vermilion  Township,  Erie  County  at  that 
time  having  been  still  an  integral  part  of  Huron  County.  On  this  origi- 
nal homestead,  which  he  reclaimed  and  placed  under  effective  cultivation 
Henry  Kuhl  and  his  wife  reared  their  children  and  there  they  continued 
to  reside  until  their  death,  both  having  attained  to  measurably  advanced 
age. 

Peter  Kuhl,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  purchased  a  tract 
of  timbered  land  in  the  southern  part  of  Huron  Township,  and  on  the 
present  Huron  and  Milan  road,  though  when  he  obtained  the  property 
jniblic  highways  were  noticeable  chiefly  for  their  absence  or  primitive 
cnndition.  The  zeal  and  energy  wliich  he  brought  to  bear  in  the  reelaim- 
iiig  and  improving  of  his  farm  soon  brought  a  definite  transformation  in 
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the  .same,  and  success  awarded  his  herculean  labors  and  indefatigable 
perseverance.  In  the  midst  of  a  virtual  forest  wilderness  Peter  Kuhl 
felled  the  trees  and  made  the  clearing  on  which  he  erected  his  pioneer 
log  cabin,  which  was  the  original  domicile  of  the  family, — a  home  of  crude 
facilities  but  one  of  peace  and  happiness,  its  hospitality  having  fully 
justified  the  statement  that  its  latehstring  was  always  out.  In  1867 
JMr.  Kuhl  gave  evidence  of  his  prosperity  by  erecting  on  his  farm  the 
substantial  frame  house  of  seven  rooms  that  is  now  occupied  by  his  son 
Lewis  and  that  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation,  as  it  was  builded 
with  the  scrupulous  care  that  was  more  in  evidence  in  the  pioneer  days 
than  at  the  present  time,  when  pretentiousness  oftin  ,sii|)phiiits  sQlidity. 
One  of  the  steadfast  and  upright  citizens  and  indiisi  rmns  farmers  of 
Erie  County,  Mr.  Kuhl  continued  to  reside  in  thi.s  pleasant  home  until 
he  was  sununoued  to  the  life  eternal,  on  the  17th  of  July,  1876,  shortly 
before  attaining  to  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

In  the  year  1845  was  here  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Peter  Kuhl  to 
JMiss  Philipina  Meyer,  and  they  began  their  wedded  life  in  the  primitive 
log  house  of  which  mention  has  been  made.  Mrs.  Kuhl  survived  her 
honored  husband  by  a  score  of  years  and  remained  at  the  old  home 
until  she  was  summoned  to  eternal  rest,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1907,  at  the 
venerable  age  of  eighty-two  years  and  eleven  mouths.  She  was  born  and 
reareil  in  Baden,  Germany,  and  as  a  young  woman  of  twenty-one  years 
she  came  alone  to  the  United  States,  her  arrival  in  the  port  of  New  York 
City  liaving  occurred  on  her  twenty-first  birthday  anniversaiy  and  the 
sailing  vessel  on  which  she  had  taken  passage  having  consumed  forty -nine 
days  in  crossing  the  Atlantic.  Coming  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  she  was  there 
employed  in  a  domestic  capacity  for  eight  months,  and  she  then  came  to 
Erie  Countj^,  where  her  marriage  was  solemnized  within  a  comparatively 
short  period  after  she  had  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Peter  Kuhl,  to 
whom  she  proved  a  devoted  wife  and  helpmeet, — a  woman  of  gentle  and 
kindly  nature  and  one  who  was  loved  by  all  who  came  within  the  sphere 
of  her  influence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuhl  were  earnest  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  always  did  their  part  in  supporting  those  things  that 
conserved  the  social  and  material  welfare  of  the  community,  and  in  poli- 
tics ilr.  Kuhl  was  always  found  aligned  as  a  loyal  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  republican  party.  These  honored  pioneer  citizens 
became  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are 
living  except  one  son  and  one  daughter.  Three  of  the  daughters  si  ill 
reside  in  Erie  County  and  the  other  daughter  is  the  wife  of  George  Kulil. 
their  home  being  at  Covington,  Kentucky.  All  of  the  sons  and  daughters 
are  married  and  well  established  in  life. 

On  his  present  farm,  of  wdiich  he  has  been  the  owner  for  a  number  of 
years,  l.i'wis  Kuld  passed  the  period  of  his  childhood  and  youth  under 
licnignaiit  iiitineiiccs.  and  he  early  began  to  contribute  his  aid  in  the  woi'k 
cif  th<'  ])hice.  He  lias  here  continued  his  active  association  with  the  great 
fiiiiilaiiiental  industries  of  agriculture  and  stockgrowing  without  inter- 
iiiptidH.  and  he  has  proved  a  specially  progressive  and  successful  expo- 
iicHl  (if  these  important  lines  of  enterprise.  His  farm  comprises  110  acres 
of  most  fertile  and  productive  land  and  the  same  is  devoted  to  diversified 
agriculture,  the  growing  of  potatoes  and  other  vegetables  and  to  tlie 
raising  of  excellent  grades  of  livestock,  scrupulous  care  being  given  in 
the  upkeep  of  all  the  farm  liuildings  and  thrift  and  prosperity  being  in 
evidence  on  every  side. 

Mr.  Kuhl  has  not  hedged  himself  in  with  mere  individual  interests 
but  has  taken  Ids  share  in  the  supporting  of  all  things  Iriuliiig  to  foster 
the  general  welfare  of  the  comnnuiity.  His  political  allr.jiaiice  is  given 
without  reservation  to  the  republican  party  and  wliilr  he  has  had  no  aiiibi- 
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tiou  for  ijubliu  office  his  civic  loyalty  has  caused  him  to  give  effective 
service  as  school  director  of  his  district,  a  position  of  which  he  has  been 
the  incumbent  since  1899,  the  M'hile  his  service  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  Huron  Township  has  covered  a  period  of  fully  half  this  dura- 
tion. He  and  his  wife  are  zealous  members  of  the  Presbj^terian  Church 
and  both  are  actively  identified  with  Milan  Grange  of  the  Patrons  of 
nnsbandry,  in  the  affairs  of  which  they  are  specially  influential,  Mr. 
Kiihl  being  steward  of  this  grange  in  191")  and  his  wife  holding  in  the 
same  the  office  of  Pomona. 

In  »Milan  Township,  this  county,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mv. 
Kuhl  to  Miss  Helen  L.  Wikel,  who  w-as  born  in  that  township  on  the 
:^d  of  January,  1863,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Helen  (Root) 
^Vikel.  Mr.  Wikel  was  born  and  reared  in  Baden,  Germany,  and  was  a 
young  man  when  he  came  to  America  and  established  his  home  in  Erie 
County.  He  became  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  Milan  Township, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife  was  born  in  Massa- 
cluisetts  and  was  reared  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Both  were  consistent 
eounnunicants  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  the  concluding  paragraph 
of  this  article  is  entered  brief  record  concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kuhl. 

Lewis  P.,  Jr.,  graduated  from  the  Huron  High  School,  class  of  1904. 
and  is  now  his  father's  valued  assistant  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 
He  married  Winifred  Kellar,  and  they  have  one  child,  Paul  Edwaiii. 
Carl  W.,  who  is  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  vocation,  married  Miss  Clarn 
^laroney.  and  they  reside  in  the  Village  of  Huron.  The.y  have  one  child, 
Jean  Ruth.  Frederick  A.,  who  is  employed  as  a  steam-crane  operator 
ill  the  Village  of  Huron,  married  Jliss  Mary  Thorne.  Albert  F.,  who,  like 
the  other  children,  received  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  of  Erie 
County,  was  graduated  in  the  Ohio  State  LTniversity,  in  the  City  of 
Columbus,  in  1912,  and  he  is  now  a  member  of  the"  class  of  1917  in  the 
medical  department  of  AVe'steni  Reseive  University,  in  the  City  of  Cleve- 
land. Elmer,  who  was  i:i;Hhmie.|  in  the  Huron  High  School,  class  of 
1912,  is  now  employed  in  ^  <iuiiesti)\\  n,  Ohio,  as  weighmaster  and  recorder 
for  the  Republic  Ii'on  and  Steel  Company's  works.  Ida  R.,  the  youngest 
of  the  children,  was  graduated  in  the  Huron  High  School  as  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1915  and  remains  at  the  parental  home,  a  pojiular  factor 
in  the  social  activities  of  the  connnunity. 

August  H.  Scheid.  "Cedar  Towers."  the  beautiful  rural  home  of 
^Ir.  Scheid  and  his  family,  is  most  attractively  situated  on  his  tine  landed 
estate  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Hurton  Township,  and  with  ]\[rs. 
Scheid  as  its  gracious  and  popular  chatelaine  this  idyllic  home  has  be- 
come a  center  of  most  gracious  and  cultured  lins|)it,ility.  the  family 
being  one  of  special  prominence  in  the  represeiii;ii  i\e  sdcial  activities  of 
this  favored  section  of  Erie  County.  Mr.  Selieid  is  ;i  seion  of  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  German  families  of  this  county  and  has  gained  foremost 
rank  among  the  substantial  and  progressive  farmers  and  .stock-gi-owers 
of  this  section  of  the  state,  the  while  he  is  known  for  his  civic  loyalty 
and  public  spirit  and  commands  the  high  regard  of  the  people  of  the 
county  in  which  he  has  nuuntained  his  home  from  the  time  of  his  birth. 

Anton  Scheid,  grandfather  of  him  whose  name  initiates  this  review, 
was  born  in  the  old  Duchy  of  Nassau,  now  a  part  of  the  Province  of 
Hesse-Nassau,  Germany,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century  and  the  family  having  been  for  many  generations 
one  of  i)rominence  in  that  section  of  the  great  German  Empire.  Anton 
Scheid  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  honu'  farm  in  his 
fatherland  and  in  the  same  province  his  wife  was  born  and  reared.  There 
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were  born  tlieir  uliildreu — Peter,  Charles,  William,  Euiiua,  Nettie  and 
Celia.  in  lbu2  the  entire  family  immigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  long-  period  of  sixty-tive  days  elapsed  ere  the  old-time  sailing  vessel 
on  vvhieli  they  took  passage  arrived  in  the  port  of  New  Yorli  City. 
Witlnu  a  sliort  time  alter  Jaiidmg  on  American  shores  the  family  came 
to  Oluo,  and  their  original  location  was  at  ;\iouroeville,  Huron  County, 
in  which  vicinity  the  lather  and  his  sons  were  identified  with  farm  opera- 
tions for  the  ensuing  two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  removal  was 
made  to  Erie  County.  Here  the  son,  William  Scheid,  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  in  Oxford  Township,  placing  it  under  cultivation.  Anton  Sclieid 
and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  at  Pontiae,  Jiuron 
County,  and  both  attained  to  advanced  age.  They  were  devout  commu- 
nicants of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  and  were  folk  of  strong  char- 
acter and  sterling  worth,  their  names  meriting  enduring  place  on  the 
roster  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Huron  County.  Of  their  children  tliree 
are  now  living  and  all  are  residents  of  Huron  County — Charles,  Mrs. 
Janet  Heiman,  and  Mrs.  Emma  Miller. 

William  Seheid,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  1828, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and  was  a  young  man  of 
twenty-four  years  at  the  time  of  the  family  immigration  to  America,  his 
elder  brothers  likewise  having  been  bachelors  at  the  time  and  all  of  the 
sons  and  daughter  having  married  in  Ohio,  where  they  reared  large 
families  of  children.  In  Erie  County,  William  Scheie!  wedded  Miss 
Caroline  Ohr,  who  was  born  in  the  German  Fatherland  and  who  was  a 
.young  woman  when  she  came  with  her  parents  and  other  members  of 
the  family  to  America,  the  family  home  having  been  established  on  a 
pioneer  farm  in  Oxford  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  in  1855,  where 
her  parents  died  when  venerable  in  years.  Of  the  children  only  Mrs. 
Scheid  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Brown,  are  now  living. 

After  their  marriage  William  Scheid  and  his  equally  devoted  and  am- 
bitious young  M'ife  began  their  connubial  life  on  a  farm  in  Oxford 
Township,  their  original  home  having  been  a  pioneer  log  house,  but  the 
passing  years  having  brought  to  them  large  and  well-merited  prosperity, 
Mr.  Scheid  having  been  the  owner  of  a  valuable  and  well-improved 
landed  estate  and  having  been  an  honored  and  influential  citizen  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  his  old  homestead  in  Oxford  Town- 
ship, in  1905,  at  which  time  he  was  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  He  was 
a  man  of  indomitable  energy  and  mature  judgment  and  his  success  was 
achieved  by  honest  and  earnest  endeavor  as  one  of  the  world's  productive 
workers.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the  democratic  party  and 
none  has  entered  more  thoroughly  into  the  spirit  of  American  institutions 
and  ideals.  He  was  a  consistent  communicant  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
of  wliich  his  widow  has  been  a  devout  :iilhi'ri'iit  from  the  time  of  her 
girlhood,  she  still  retaining  her  residtur.  in  Oxford  Township  and  hav- 
ing celebrated  her  eightieth  birthday  anniversary  in  January,  1915. 
Though  her  physical  powers  have  waned  with  the  advancing  years,  she 
retains  her  mental  alertness  unimpaired,  is  fruitful  in  interesting  remi- 
niscences concerning  the  early  days  in  Erie  County  and  is  one  of  the 
revered  pioneer  women  of  this  section  of  the  state.  Of  the  children  the 
eldest  is  William,  who  is  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  Huron 
Township.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  Crecelius  and  they  have  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Emma,  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  is  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Heyinan,  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Huron  County,  and  they  have 
two  sons  and  six  daughters.  August  H.,  of  tliis  review,  was  the  next  in 
order  of  l)irth.  Albert,  who  is  a  successful  farmer  in  Oxford  Township, 
married  .Miss  Catherine  Gastier,  and  they  have  three  sons  and  one 
daugliter.     Adolph  died  in  April,  1915.     He  was  on  the  old  homestead 
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farm  in  Oxford  Tnwnsliiii.  wildrd  ]\riss  Ann  Kalteiibaeli.  and  they  had 
two  sons  aiid  mir  d^ni-jhii  r.  inTtha  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Baldutf,  a 
farmer  of  (Ixfmil  'I'ow  nsliiii,  and  thiy  have  one  son. 

At  the  old  huiUL-stt-ad  in  Oxford  Townsliip  Anj;nst  H.  Seheid  was  born 
on  the  30th  of  October,  1866,  and  while  carfv  initiating  his  association 
with  the  practical  work  of  the  farm  he  did  imt  fail  to  take  proper  advan- 
tages of  the  educational  opportunities  afforded  hiiii  in  the  public  schools, 
after  completing  the  curriculum  of  which  he  took  an  effective  course  of 
study  in  the  Ohio  State  Normal  School  at  Wauseon  and  Milan,  Ohio. 
His  active  and  independent  career  has  been  one  of  close  and  successful 
identiheation  with  the  gi-eat  fundamental  industries  of  agriculture  and 
stoekgrowing,  of  which  he  has  become  one  of  the  prominent  and  substan- 
tial rrprrscnlatives  and  exponents  in  his  native  county.  In  1902  Mr. 
Scheid  iiniiliasrd  19214  acres  of  land  in  Huron  Township,  and  this 
except idiially  Icrtile  and  productive  tract  constitutes  his  present  tine 
homestead,  upon  which  he  has  made  many  improvements — all  of  the 
best  modern  order.  He  erected  his  splendid  farm  residence  of  twelve 
rooms,  modern  in  architectural  design  and  in  all  appointments  and 
equipments,  and  the  dthi  r  buililintis  on  the  place  are  of  the  best  order, 
including  a  barn  :'.Sxi;s  fret  m  lateral  dimensions.  Everything  about 
this  fine  rural  ddiiiain  indiratcs  .arrful  management,  progressiveness  and 
thrift,  and  Mr.  Selieii_l  and  his  family  may  eoiisidei-  tin  luselves  signally 
favored  in  having  for  their  home  so  admirabli'  a  luial  demesne.  Nearly 
the  entire  fann  is  available  for  cultivation.  He  is  .ssiiitially  a  practical 
farmer,  but  is  ever  ready  to  adopt  the  niest  ajiiudved  seieutific  methods 
and  machinery  in  carrying  forwai-d  the  xai  inus  epi-rations  of  the  farm, 
so  that  he  makes  of  success  not  an  aeeidenl  but  a  logical  result.  His 
progressiveness  has  been  infectious  and  he  has  not  been  self-centered,  but 
rather  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  further  the  interests  of  the  farming 
community,  and  the  civic  and  industrial  prestige  of  his  native  county. 
He  was  foi-emost  in  lii-eniolinii'  the  i)i-eaid/ation  of  the  Huron  Farmers' 
Institute,  was  eleeted  its  liist  iHvsiifnt  and  is  now  the  valued  incumbent 
of  this  position.  He  and  bis  wile  have  been  prominent  and  influential 
in  the  work  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  and  are  numbered  among  the 
most  active  and  zealous  members  of  the  Huron  Grange  of  this  organiza- 
tion, as  are  they  also  of  the  Erie  County  Farmers'  Institute.  They  are 
wideawake,  loyal  and  enler|ii-isiiig.  and  tin-  atuiospliere  of  their  beautiful 

.Mr.  Scheid  is  fnund  ali'jne(l  as  a  stalwart  advdiate  of  the  principles 
of  the  democratic  party  and  has  given  elf.etive  seiviei'  in  behalf  of  its 
cause.  That  his  popularity  in  his  lionu'  tow  nslii|i  is  une'|ni\(ieal  is  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  though  it  is  a  veritable  repulilieaii  stronghold  he 
is  now  ser\  inu  his  third  term  as  townsliip  trustee.     For  ten  years  he  has 

seived  as  , iiiber  of  the  school  board  of  his  district,  and  for  seven  years 

of  this  period  lie  has  been  its  president.  He  has  been  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  centralization  and  consolidation  in  the  affairs  of  the  rural  schools, 
and  labored  earnestly  for  this  improvement  in  the  educational  service 
fully  four  years  before  the  state  authorities  of  Ohio  began  to  give  the 
mattei'  active  consideration.  In  his  own  school  district  he  manifested  his 
initiative,  well  formed  opinions  and  liberality  by  individually  having 
constructed  a  wagon  of  proper  equipment  for  the  transportation  of 
pupils  to  the  school,  the  service  which  be  tiins  ])rovidcd  having  been 
extended  also  into  an  adjoining  district. 

In  the  City  of  Huron,  Mr.  Scheid  is  affiliat.'d  with  Marks  bxige  of 
the  Free  and  .Xec^pted  .Mas,.ns,  besides  holding  membership  in  .Milan 
Chapter,  Royal  .\re|i  .Masons,  and  Huron  Council.  Royal  and  Select 
Masters.    Mv.  Selieid's  wife  is  affiliated  with  the  ad.iuuct  Masonic  oi'gani- 
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zation.  th(^  Order  of  tlie  Eastern  Star.  They  hold  inembership  in  the 
Presbyterian  Chiireh  at  Huron  and  are  hiiiiiIh  red  aiuong-  the  popular 
and  influential  members  of  Huron  Grange  r.iiioiis  (if  Husl)andry,  of 
wiiieh  he  served  for  a  long  period  as  oversrtr.  besides  having  been  an 
offieial  of  the  Pomona  Grange  of  the  county,  ilrs.  Seheid  lias  been  the 
|)opular  and  efficient  incumbent  of  the  office  of  lecturer  of  Huron  Grange 
since  1911.  and  in  1913  had  the  distinction  of  being  elected  to  the  same 
iifliee  ill  the  gvnei'al  or  Ponioiia  Grange  of  tlie  county,  a  ]H,sifinn  of  which 
she  e.iiitiiiiied  the  iiicuii  I  bei  it  ill  191:..  She  i  I  it  i(  id  uee,  I  the  system  of  pro- 
viding jiriiited  pi'iigrains  for  the  important  meetings  nf  the  (irange  and 
her  inspiring  influence  has  done  much  to  vitalize  and  make  interesting 
and  profitable  the  work  of  both  the  Huron  and  the  Pomona  Granges. 
She,  as  well  as  her  husband,  has  been  active  also  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Huron  Athletic  Association,  in  the  organization  of  which  they  took  a 
prominent  part.  In  all  things  pertaining  to  the  advancement  of  social 
and  general  civic  interests  they  are  foremost,  and  to  such  loyal  and  enter- 
prising citizens  it  is  due  that  the  life  of  the  farmer  and  his  family  is 
made  to  vie  in  attractiveness  with  that  of  the  metropolitan  centers,  the 
liest  type  of  the  modern  farm  associations  being  the  most  pleasing  and 
benignant  of  all  that  can  compass  intelligent  and  aspiring  people.  Mrs. 
Seheid  is  a  woman  of  most  gracious  personality  and  broad  intellectual 
ken,  the  (piality  of  leadership  in  thought  and  action  coming  to  her  as  a 
natural  prerogative.  She  has  made  numerous  contributions  to  local 
newspapers  and  her  journalistic  correspondence  has  covered  a  period  of 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  the  while  she  has  attained  to  high  reputation  in 
the  presentation  of  interesting  and  valuable  papers  and  addresses  before 
tlie  Patrons  of  Husbandry  and  the  Farmers'  In.stitutes.  She  has  also 
devoted  much  of  her  time  to  art,  being  especially  proficient  in  water 
colors  and  china  painting.  Not  only  is  the  Seheid  homestead,  "Cedar 
Towers,"  one  of  the  ideal  places  of  Northern  Ohio,  but  the  family  also 
maintain  during  the  heated  summer  term  a  beautiful  cottage,  "Winona 
Lodge,"  at  Rye  Beach,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  and  near  the  City  of 
Huron,  this  county. 

In  the  year  1895.  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  in  Perkins 
Township,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Seheid  to  Miss  Minnie 
Greiiier,  who  was  born  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  this  county,  on  th>e  7th 
of  Ma.v,  1875,  and  who  was  there  reared  and  educated,  though  in  the 
meanwhile  her  parents  established  their  home  on  a  farm  in  Perkins 
Township.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Weis)  Greiner, 
lioth  natives  of  Gennany,  where  the  former  was  born  in  1833  and  the 
latter  in  1832.  Henry  Greiner  was  a  lad  of  about  fourteen  years  when, 
in  1847,  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  immigration  to  America, 
and,  proceeding  to  their  destination  in  Erie  Coianty,  the  parents  were 
attacked  with  cholera  after  they  had  arrived  in  the  City  of  Cincinnati, 
and  both  fell  victims  to  the  prevailing  epidemic  of  this  dread  disease, 
one  having  survived  the  other  by  less  than  an  hour ;  both  were  eommuni- 
eants  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Henry  Greiner  was  one  of  the  younger 
memliers  of  a  large  family  of  children  who  were  thus  tragically  orphaned, 
l)ut  he  was  energetic  and  self-reliant  and  soon  after  arriving  in  Erie 
(Jount.y  he  found  employment,  by  entei'ing  the  service  of  a  man  named 
Lea,  who  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  fishery  industry  at  Sandusky. 
After  continuing  this  association  several  years  Mr.  Greiner  engaged  in  the 
drayiiig  business  in  Sandusky,  and  in  the  meanwhile  he  had  taken  unto 
himself  a  wife,  who  pi-oved  from  the  beginning  a  devoted  and  versatile 
helpmeet,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  with  her  own  hands  she  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  modest  little  dwelling  which  constituted  their  first 
real  home.     Mr.  Greiner  was  a  man  of  energy  and  ambitious  purpose, 
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ami  his  very  nature  was  such  that  he  could  not  long  remain  in  obscurity, 
lu  Sandusky  he  eventually  sold  his  original  residence  property  and  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  vacant  laud  on  Monroe  Street,  that  city,  between  Meigs 
and  Perrj-  streets.  He  thus  became  the  owner  of  two  blocks  of  land,  and 
upon  the  same  he  erected  small  houses,  which  he  sold  upon  easy  terms 
to  persons  in  modest  circumstances,  thus  aiding  them  in  providing  homes 
and  proving  himself  a  public  benefactor.  He  later  purchased  a  tract  of 
laud  opposite  the  present  Soldiers'  Home,  in  Perkins  Township,  and  near 
the  Cit}-  of  Sanduskj'.  There  he  developed  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  Erie 
County  and  there  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  in,  August,  1900, 
his  loved  and  devoted  wife  having  been  summoned  to  eternal  rest  in 
January,  1897,  and  she  having  been  a  devout  communicant  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  Concerning  the  children  of  this  sterling  couple,  the 
following  brief  data  are  given:  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  August  Hoph, 
of  Cleveland,  aud  they  have  two  sons.  Lena  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
l\itter,  whose  death  occurred  in  June,  1907,  she  having  passed  away  in 
October,  1911.  They  are  survived  by  three  children — Carl,  who  uow 
holds  a  responsible  business  position  in  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  Minne- 
sota; and  Helen  and  Floreuce,  who  are  loved  members  of  the  family 
circle  of  Sir.  and  jMvs.  Seheid  of  this  review,  Helen  having  been  grad- 
uated in  the  Huron  High  School  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1915.  Henry 
Greiner,  Jr.,  who  is  married  but  has  no  children,  is  a  prosperous  farmer 
near  Monroeville,  Hurou  Couuty. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  this  article  is  devoted  to  brief  data 
concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seheid :  Wayne  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years;  Lyndon  Eric  was  graduated  in  the  Huron  High  School 
in  the  class  of  1915,  and  Denver  Alston  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1918 
in  the  same  school ;  Melbourne  Emerson,  La  Verne  Winona,  and  Randall 
Durward  are  the  younger  children  of  the  family  circle.  The  pervading 
kindliness  of  Mr.  and  ilrs.  Seheid  has  been  shown  not  only  in  their  gra- 
cious care  of  the  children  of  the  latter 's  deceased  brother,  but  also  in 
their  rearing  of  a  fostei'-daughter,  Matilda  Miller,  who  is  now,  1915,  a 
young  woman  of  twenty-three  years. 

Charles  Stickreth.  An  Erie  County  farm  that  represents  many  of 
the  ideals  in  the  way  of  cultivation,  productiveness,  arrangement  and 
equipment  is  that  of  Charles  Stickreth,  known  as  the  Sand  Ridge  Fruit 
Farm  in  Florence  Township.  It  is  located  on  the  Central  Ridge  Road 
in  the  noi'thern  part  of  the  township,  and  the  daily  mail  delivery  comes 
to  his  home  over  Rural  Route  No.  2  out  of  Vermilion. 

At  that  location  ]\lr.  Stickreth  has  seventy  acres,  fifty  acres  of  which 
are  devoted  to  his  diversiKed  enterprise  as  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower, 
while  a  valuable  feature  of  the  place  is  twenty  acres  of  timberland.  In 
the  general  department  of  farming  he  grows  wheat,  corn,  oats  aud  pota- 
toes, and  his  fi'uit  orchard  comprises  thirty-five  hundred  trees  of  all  vari- 
eties, and  he  has  a  considerable  acreage  in  small  fruits.  Mr.  Stickreth 
lias  always  followed  the  plan  of  feeding  the  crops  on  his  own  land  and 
keeps  good  stock,  sheep,  cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  One  of  the  first  build- 
ings to  attract  attention  is  the  barn,  30x66  feet  in  foundation,  a  large 
red  building  with  white  trimmings.  It  is  surrounded  by  sheds  and  other 
buildings,  including  granary,  an  ice  house  which  he  does  not  regard  as 
a  lu.xury  but  as  a  necessary  part  of  his  farm  e(|uipment,  and  a  comfort- 
able dwelling  of  nine  i-ooms.  IMr.  Stickreth  may  propex-ly  take  pride  in 
the  fact  that'he  has  constructed  nearly  all  the  improvements  on  the  farm 
with  the  exception  of  the  house.  He  also  has  his  fields  well  draiiicil,  mid 
the  soil  is  of  the  best  quality. 

It  was  ten  years  ago  that  i\lr.  Stickreth  bought  this  farm,  and  tli;it 
was  his  first  venture  as  an  indcix'udciit    t;inn  owner  in   Eric  County. 
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Since  then  he  has  put  up  the  various  buiklin<as  ini'iitidiii'd,  and  has 
brought  ten  acres  under  cultivation  from  its  original  ((nidiiiDn  in  stump. 
Most  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Erie  County  and  In-  was  born  near 
Ruggles  Corner  in  Vermilion  Township,  ]May  14.  l!S6!),  a  son  of  August 
and  Elizabeth  (Peters)  Stickreth.  His  father  was  born  in  Hesse-Cassel, 
Germany,  in  1839  and  his  mother  was  born  in  Baden  in  1845.  They 
were  married  in  Germany  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1867,  bring- 
ing with  them  their  two  children,  August,  Jr.,  and  Anna.  It  required 
forty  days  to  make  the  trip  in  the  sailing  vessel  which  landed  them  in 
New  York  City,  and  from  there  they  came  on  to  Vermilimi  Townsliip  in 
Erie  County.  August's  brother  Jacob  had  located  thciv  srvcval  years 
before  and  in  his  home  August  and  family  lived  for  1lncc  years.  He 
then  moved  to  Birmingham  in  Florence  Towiislii]),  lionglit  land  and 
occupied  it  for  a  time,  but  then  sold  and  purchased  citliei'  land  in  the 
same  township  near  the  county  line.  This  was  alsn  sold  and  he  finally 
purchased  sixty  acres  near  Florence  village,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death  in  1909,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1913.  They  were  members 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  in  politics,  after  he  gained  citizen- 
ship, he  became  a  democrat.  Of  the  children  born  in  this  country, 
Charles  was  the  tirst,  and  the  other  tw'o  are  Jacob,  who  died  in  young 
manhood,  and  Emma,  who  is  now  a  capable  trained  nurse  at  Oberlin. 

Most  of  his  boyhood  Charles  Stickreth  spent  in  Florence  Township 
and  his  education  was  finished  with  the  local  high  school.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  this  township  to  ]\Iiss  IMinnie  'M.  Jarrett.  She  was  born  in  Flor- 
ence Township  in  1877,  and  was  eduealed  in  tlie  same  schools  which 
her  husband  attended.  Her  pan^nls  woe  doi-^v  and  Sarah  (Mason) 
Jarrett,  the  former  a  native  of  iMigland  and  llie  laHei-  of  New  York 
State,  and  both  came  to  Erie  County  when  quite  young  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Florence  Township.  They  lived  on  the  old  home  farm  for  forty- 
seven  years,  and  Blr.  Jarrett  still  lives  there,  his  wife  having  passed 
away  in  July,  lUl:!.  when  about  seventy  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stickreth  have  twn  ehil.lreu:  Erma,  who  is  now  ten  yeai's  of  age  and  is 
an  invalid;  and  .Mildred  \,..  aged  seven  and  beginning  her  school  career. 
In  politics  Mr.  Stickreth  is  a  republican. 

George  I.  Baker.  A  representative  of  the  third  generation  of  the 
Baker  family  in  Erie  County,  and  the  name  which  he  bears  has  been 
prominently  and  worthily  connected  with  the  development  and  progress 
of  the  county,  where  the  paternal  grandparents  of  the  subject  of  this 
review  established  their  home  nearly  a  century  ago. 

George  I.  Baker,  now  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  and  influential 
and  popular  citizens  of  his  native  township,  was  born  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, this  county,  on  the  7th  of  January,  1880.  His  i)alernal  grandpar- 
ents, Jeremiah  and  Nancy  (Burgess)  Baker,  repivsenlal  ives  of  sterling 
colonial  families  in  New  England,  came  from  (  onne.-lieut  to  the  Ohio 
Western  Reserve  of  that  commonwealth  and  became  pioneer  settlers  in 
Erie  County.  At  the  northeast  corner  of  the  intersecting  roads  consti- 
tuting what  are  locallv  known  at  the  present  time  as  the  Florence  Pour 
Corners,  in  Florence  Townsliip.  -leivnuali  I'aker  entered  claim  to  a  tract 
of  Government  land,  the  grealer  pari  nf  wliieli  was  marke.l  by  the  virgin 
forest.  On  this  tract,  cominising-  7.V)  aeres,  this  sinrdy  ])ioneer  estab- 
lished his  primitive  home  in  the  year  1818,  and  set  to  himself  the  hercu- 
lean task  of  reclaiming  a  farm  from  the  wilderness.  Later  he  erected  on 
his  farm  a  large  tavern,  which  became  widely  known  and  a  popular  stop- 
ping place  for^hose  who  traversed  the  pioneer  roads  through  this  section, 
the  old  tavern  having  been  situated  at  the  junction  of  two  of  the  prin- 
cipal highways  through  Erie  County.  This  pioneer  hostelry  provided 
entertainment  for  the  wayfaring  persons  and  homeseekers  and  in  the 
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early  days  was  a  center  of  mutli  social  activity  in  the  county,  a  stopping 
place  for  the  stage-coaches  and  provided  with  a  large  dance  hall  and 
other  facilities  of  excellent  order,  as  gauged  by  the  standards  of  the 
locality  and  period.  In  the  large  barn  maintained  in  connection  with 
this  pioneer  inn  it  is  known  that  P.  T.  Barnum,  the  gi'eat  showman, 
found  accommodation  for  his  gigantic  elephant,  "Jumbo,"  and  other 
animals  in  the  days  when  his  circus  traveled  through  the  country  with 
teams  and  wagons. 

Jeremiah  Baker  brought  an  appreciable  part  of  his  large  landed 
estate  under  effective  cultivation  and  was  known  as  one  of  the  most  lib- 
eral and  public-spirited,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  honored  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  Erie  County.  In  the  early  days  he  became  associated 
with  a  man  named  Beebe  in  the  operation  of  a  stage  line  between  Cleve- 
land and  the  Village  of  Milan,  Erie  County,  and  to  provide  proper 
facilities  for  the  stage-coach  transportation  they  felled  the  heavy  tim- 
ber and  constructed  a  turnpike  road  over  nuich  of  the  distance  between 
the  two  points  noted.  Near  Florence  Cornel's  he  gave  three  acres  of 
land  as  a  resting-place  for  the  dead,  and  this  was  the  first  cemetery  in 
Florence  Township.  Mr.  Baker  and  his  associate,  ilr.  Beebe,  erected  at 
their  own  expense  the  first  schoolhouse  in  the  township,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  they  also  paid  the  salary  of  the  teacher  in  this  pioneer 
scholastic  institution.  Jeremiah  Baker  and  his  wife,  both  well  advanced 
in  years,  died  about  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  and  their  remains  rest  in 
the  old-time  cemetery  whicli  he  himself  had  founded.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  sons  and  five  daughters  who  attained  to  years  of  matur- 
ity :  Jeremiah,  Jr.,  continued  his  residence  in  Erie  County  until  his 
death  and  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Jlrs.  IMary  Boyd,  who  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Russell,  Kansas.  George  Perry,  father  of  him  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  review,  is  more  specifically  mentioned  in  appending  para- 
gi-aphs.  Georgiana,  who  resides  in  the  little  Village  of  Florence,  this 
county,  is  the  vcmTalilc  widinv  (if  AU'rcd  Babcock,  and  her  only  child, 
Georgia,  died  .-irtii-  mania-v.  Tlni-rsa,  who  became  the  wife  of  Alonzo 
Hinckle.y,  was  a  nsiilciil  nf  ilic  (ily  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  at  the  time 
of  her  death  and  was  survived  by  a  large  family  of  children.  I\Iary, 
who  likewise  resides  in  Cleveland,  is  the  widow  of  George  Chandler. 
Nancy  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Spaulding  and  both  were  residents  of 
the  City  of  Toledo  at  the  time  of  their  death.  The  other  daughter, 
Melissa,  became  the   wife  of  a  clergyman   named   Foote  and  both  are 


George  Perry  Baker,  named  in  honor  of  the  hero  of  the  Battle  of 
Lake  Erie  in  the  War  of  1812,  Commodore  Perry,  of  whom  he  was  a 
distant  kinsman,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, Ei'ie  rdiiiity,  on  the  21st  of  November,  1841,  and  in  his  youth  he 
received  ixniiticnially  excellent  educational  advantages,  as  he  prosecuted 
his  studies  ncil  (nily  in  Oberlin  College  but  also  in  the  celebrated  Uni- 
versity of  ilichigan,  at  Ann  Arbor.  Notwithstanding  liis  high  intellec- 
tual attainments  he  was  content  and  proud  to  continue  his  allegiance  to 
the  great  basic  industry  of  agriculture,  and  he  liecame  the  owner  of  165 
acres  of  the  old  homestead  at  Florence  Corners,  besides  which  lie  pur- 
chased from  one  of  his  two  sisters  her  inhei-ited  farm  of  185  acres,  the 
latter  being  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  (ieorge  I.,  to  whom  this 
sketch  is  iledicatcd.  George  P.  Baker  became  one  of  tlie  most  vigorous. 
prosperous  and  iiiHuential  citizens  of  his  native  township,  his  character 
and  niiiitalily  well  fitting  for  leadership  in  popular  thought  and  action 
and  his  prominence  in  the  local  councils  of  the  rt^publican  party  luiving 
been  shown  by  his  service  on  its  township  committee,  though  he  mani- 
fested naught  of  ambition  for  person  preferment  along  tlie  line  of  i)ublic 
office.     Pi-ioi-  to  llie  construclion  of  the  pi'csent  interui'lian  electi'ie  line 
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through  Florence  Township  he  had  become  promiueutlj'  associated  with 
other  iudiieiitial  citizens  of  the  county,  including  Mr.  Lockwood,  of  Milan, 
and  Mr.  Bellamy,  of  Berlin  Township,  in  the  promotion  and  carrying 
forward  of  the  importMiit  .'iiterprise,  but  about  the  time  the  right  of  way 
was  obtained  for  the  in w  liii.'  his  death  occurred,  on  the  24th  of  May, 
1901.  The  project  was  hihr  liiiiu[^:ht  to  completion  by  another  company, 
now  known  as  the  Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Southwestern  Railway  Com- 
pany. I\Ir.  Baker  was  a  man  whose  life  was  ordered  upon  the  highest 
plane  of  integrit.y  and  honor  and  he  thus  commanded  at  all  times  the 
unqualified  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  the  while  his  broad 
mental  ken  and  ci^ic  loyalty  and  progressiveness  made  him  a  leader  in 
community  affairs. 

At  Florence  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  George  Perry  Baker  to 
]Miss  Harriet  E.  Klady,  who  likewise  was  born  and  reared  in  Erie 
County,  the  date  of  her  nativity  having  been  March  14,  1844.  She  sur- 
vives her  husband,  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  loved  pioneer  women 
of  Florence  Township  and  is  a  zealous  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Florence,  her  only  child  being  George  I.,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  article.  Mrs.  Baker  is  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Juliet  (Row- 
land) Klady,  descendants  of  old  colonial  families  of  New  England,  their 
ancestoi's  having  been  early  settlers  in  Connecticut.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Klady  was  solemnized  at  Mount  Morris,  New  York,  in 
1835,  and  within  a  few  years  thereafter  they  came  to  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
and  settled  in  the  little  Hamlet  of  Florence,  where  Mr.  Klady  estab- 
lished a  smithy,  he  having  been  a  skilled  blacksmith  and  wagonmaker. 
Here  he  continued  in  the  work  of  his  trade  for  many  years,  and  later 
he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  as  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  excellent  farms  in  Florence  Township.  He  was  originally  a  whig 
and  later  a  republican  in  politics  and  served  for  a  time  as  deputy  sheriff 
of  Erie  County.  His  death  occurred  February  6,  1871,  and  his  wife 
survived  him  by  more  than  a  score  of  years,  she  having  been  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  on  the  16th  of  September,  1893,  when  of  venerable 
age;  she  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  her 
husband  was  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  both 
having  been  honored  pioneers  of  Erie  County. 

On  the  old  homestead  farm  of  his  grandfather  George  I.  Baker  was 
reared  to  adult  age;  here  he  received  excellent  educational  advantages, 
and  here,  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  progressive  and  substantial  agriculturist 
and  stockgrower,  he  is  well  upholding  the  prestige  of  a  name  that  has 
been  signally  honored  in  the  annals  of  Erie  County  history.  He  now 
owns  the  homestead  farm  of  185  acres,  eligibly  situated  on  the  State 
Road  and  near  the  Village  of  Florence.  The  place  is  specially  well  im- 
proved, eight  acres  being  devoted  to  a  fine  peach  orchard,  and  his  atten- 
tion is  given  to  diversified  agriculture  and  to  the  raising  of  excellent 
grades  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  swine.  The  permanent  improvements 
on  the  farm  include  the  attractive  hoiise  and  fine  bam  36  by  70  feet  in 
dimensions,  with  basement  and  with  slate  roof.  In  national  politics  he 
gives  support  to  the  cause  of  the  republican  party,  but  in  local  affairs 
he  is  independent  and  exercises  his  franchise  in  the  upholding  of  means 
and  measures  meeting  the  approval  of  his  judgment.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  attend  and  support  the  Congregational  Church  at  Florence,  and 
both  are  popular  in  the  social  activities  of  their  home  community. 

At  Berlin  Heights,  this  county,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Baker  to  ]Miss  Nina  E.  Fowler,  who  was  there  born  and  reared  and  whose 
education  included  a  course  in  the  high  school  and  also  in  a  business 
college.  She  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Jennie  (Blake)  Fowler,  the 
former  of  whom  likewise  was  born  in  Berlin  Township,  a  representative 
of  a  pioneer  family  of  Erie  County,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born 
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in  Hui-on  Count.y,  their  marriage  having  been  solemnized  iu  Berlin 
Township.  Mr.  Fowler,  who  was  a  sterling  and  popular  citizen  and  a 
staunch  republican  in  politics,  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  and  his 
widow,  who  eventually  contracted  a  second  marriage,  still  resides  at 
Berlin  Heights.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  have  one  child,  a  winsome  little 
daughter,  Frances  E.,  who  was  born  March  -i,  1912. 

Edward  J.  Humm  was  born  on  the  farm  he  now  occupies  and  operates 
in  Florence  Township.  It  is  one  mile  east  of  the  Town  of  Florence  on 
the  State  Road,  and  is  undeniabl}-  one  of  the  tinest  places  in  the  com- 
munity. Corn,  wheat  and  oats  are  the  favored  products  of  the  farm, 
and  blooded  Holstein  cattle  thrive  in  Mr.  Humm's  pastures,  wath  fine 
horses,  a  goodly  number  of  hogs  and  a  herd  of  about  seventy-five  head 
of  sheep  to  make  up  the  proper  complement  of  livestock  for  such  a  place. 
Mr.  Humm  is  first  and  last  an  agriculturist.  He  is  well  content  to  be 
a  prosperous  and  successful  farmer,  as  well  he  might  be,  for  no  man  can 
boast  so  great  a  degree  of  independence  as  can  a  thrifty  farming  man. 

Edward  J.  Humm  was  born  on  October  6,  1867,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Catherine  (Roach)  Humm,  natives  of  the  Canton  of  Arguile, 
Switzerland.  (See  sketch  of  Robert  J.  and  William  Hunnu  for  family 
sketch  in  detail.)  It  may  be  said  here  briefly  that  Jacob  Humm  was 
the  father  of  seven  children  by  his  first  marriage,  and  a  similar  number 
by  his  second.  Edward  J.  Humm  was  a  child  of  the  second  marriage, 
and  he  was  born  after  the  family  had  settled  down  to  farm  life  on  the 
place  he  now  owns. 

The  early  fortunes  of  the  family  in  America  were  none  too  bright. 
After  a  long  and  trying  voyage  of  seven  weeks  they  arrived  in  New 
York,  soon  after  coming  to  Ohio  and  settling  in  Cleveland.  The  father 
had  in  his  possession  just  seventy-five  cents  when  they  reached  Cleve- 
land, and  they  met  with  a  good  manj^  adversities  in  the  time  they  spent 
there.  Jacob  Humm  found  work  in  the  ship  yards  for  a  time,  earning 
a  wage  of  fifty  cents  per  day,  and  the  children  did  what  they  could  to 
help  out.  When  work  in  the  ship  yards  ceased,  he  tramped  through  the 
country  and  worked  in  the  harvest  fields  to  gain  a  livelihood  for  the 
family.  In  time  he  found  it  possible  to  get  possession  of  a  small  piece 
of  laud  in  Erie  County,  and  he  made  haste  to  get  the  family  out  of 
Cleveland  and  established  in  the  country.  They  prospered,  and  soon 
Mr.  Humm  purchased  a  lOO-acre  farm  at  a  bargain  price,  and  they  be- 
gan their  American  farm  life  amid  the  stumps  of  the  partially  cleared 
land.  All  wen-  willint;-  wcii'ki  rs,  and  they  prospered  with  the  passing 
years.  In  tiiin'  the  pi;!' (  pivsi  nted  a  very  different  appearance  to  the 
world,  and  tlu'  latlui-  livnl  l(i  see  it  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  town- 
ship. He  replaced  the  small  log  house  and  barn  with  roomy  frame 
structures  and  one  improvement  after  another  brought  up  the  standard 
of  the  place.  Here  children  we»e  boi-n  to  the  parents,  and  here  they 
were  reared  ,iiiil  cdm-ited  in  the  schools  of  the  community.  Here,  too, 
the  paivnis  s|i,iii  ih,ii-  latest  days.  The  father,  at  the  age  of  eigiity- 
two  ycais,  was  knkcd  liy  a  playful  horee,  and  his  injuries  proved  fatal, 
death  coming  in  the  fall  of  1894.  Five  years  later  his  widow  followed 
him  to  her  last  rest.  These  were  sturdy  and  well-meaning  people,  and 
their  lives  meant  much  in  the  community  wherein  they  lived.  They  were 
widely  known  and  held  in  the  deepest  regard  wherever  they  went.  The 
(ierman  Reformed  Church  of  Henrietta,  Lorain  County,  gratefully 
acknowledged  their  unfailing  support,  and  they  were,  long  among  its 
foremost  members,  while  Jacob  Humm  w-as  a  member  of  its  board  of 
tru.stees  for  years.  He  was  a  democrat  in  his  political  faith,  though  his 
activities  in  that  field  were  not  especially  marked,  being  content  with 
fnllilliii!,^  bis  dulv  as  a  cilizeii  and  leaving  i)o!ities  to  others. 
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Edwai-d  J.  Humm  was  reared  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born,  and 
to  this  place  he  fell  heir  on  the  death  of  his  parents.  Already  mention 
has  been  made  of  the  high  character  of  his  farming  activitives.  He  was 
married  to  JMiss  Jennie  Algood,  who  was  born  in  this  township  on  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1867,  the  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Rogers)  Algood,  of 
Southern  birth  but  residents  of  this  county  and  township  since  their 
mai-riage.  David  Algood  died  on  his  farm  here  in  November,  1913,  when 
he  was  sixty-eight  years  old,  and  his  widow  still  lives  on  the  old  home, 
aged  sevent.y-six  years.  Mrs.  Humm  was  a  school  teacher  for  eight  years 
prior  to  her  man-iage.  One  daughter  has  been  born  to  tliciii — Ila^.el, 
born  August  6.  1895,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Berlin  Heiulils  1 1  iuli.  School, 
cla.ss  of  1913.  In  recent  years  the  health  of  the  wife  ami  miiilicr  li:is  not 
been  at  the  best,  and  the  daughter  ably  fills  the  post  of  huusckceper  in 
the  home. 

Frank  O.  King.  Since  the  early  pioneer  times  the  King  family  has 
taken  a  notable  part  in  the  improvement  and  development  of  Erie 
County,  and  a  grandson  of  the  original  settler,  Frank  0.  King,  in  his 
generation  has  shown  all  the  best  family  characteristics  in  this  regard. 
He  has  taken  an  intelligent  and  purposeful  part  in  the  happenings  which 
have  made  up  the  history  of  Florence  Township  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years,  and  is  .just  the  type  of  citizen  who  deserves  the  dig- 
nity and  responsibilities  of  public  office.  For  the  pasi  six  years  ]\Ir.  King 
has  held  the  office  of  township  trustee,  and  his  admiiiistialion  has  been 
one  of  deeds  rather  than  promises.  He  is  impailial,  linnesl.  earnest,  and 
has  the  faculty  of  getting  things  done  in  behalf  nl  1lie  loHnship  as  well 
as  in  his  private  affairs.  He  is  a  man  of  inde|ieiuleiil  .jiiili;uient,  and 
none  can  question  his  sincerity  of  purpose  and  his  real  public  spirit. 

His  birthplace  was  the  farm  which  he  now  owns,  situated  on  the 
Middle  Ridge  Road  in  Florence  Township.  He  was  born  there  June  20, 
1866.  His  grandfather.  Chester  King,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
married  a  Connecticut  girl,  and  came  in  the  early  days  to  Ohio,  locating 
on  130  acres  of  almost  wild  land  in  Florence  Township.  A  portion  of 
his  original  farm  has  never  passed  out  of  the  family  possession,  and  is 
now  owned  by  Mr.  Frank  0.  King.  The  land  is  located  along  Chappell 
Creek  where  Chester  King  and  his  wife  spent  their  many  years  of  use- 
ful toil  and  activities.  He  erected  one  of  the  first  frame  houses  in  the 
township,  as  well  as  other  buildings,  and  the  material  for  these  struc- 
tures all  came  from  lumber  sawed  and  cut  on  the  farm,  the  mill  being 
turned  by  the  waters  of  Chappell  Creek.  Chester  King  and  wife  left 
a  family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased  and  all  of  whom 
were  born,  reared  and  spent  their  lives  in  Ohio. 

Joseph  S.  King,  father  of  Frank  0.,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead, 
as  were  also  his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  his  own  birth  occurred  in  1837. 
He  died  January  30,  1910,  having  spent  all  these  years  on  the  farm 
until  he  retired  to  Berlin  Heights  a  few  years  before  his  death.  He 
was  a  very  successful  farmer,  and  a  man  of  prominence  in  the  town- 
.ship,  having  served  as  trustee  for  a  number  of  years.  In  polities  he  was 
first  a  whig,  as  was  his  father,  and  later  an  active  republican.  Joseph 
King  was  first  married  in  Florence  Township  to  IMelona  Masters,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  when  seven  years  of  age  came  with 
her  mother  to  Erie  County.  She  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  1890  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two.  Her  three  children  were:  Charles,  who  died 
August  3,  1866,  aged  thirteen  years  three  days ;  Mrs.  Ella  A.  Andress, 
who  is  noted  on  other  pages,  where  other  interesting  particulars  con- 
cerning the  King  family  can  be  found:  and  Frank  O, 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  the  father  married  Mary  Meyer, 
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who  is  still  liviiif;-,  her  home  being  at  Ogontz  in  Berlin  Township.  There 
is  a  daughter,  ilargaret,  bj-  this  marriage,  still  single. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Frank  O.  King  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  tine  old  farm  which  compi-ises  eighty-nine  acres  of  land.  It 
has  excellent  natural  drainage,  thus  eliminating  the  necessity  of  tiling 
except  over  a  few  acres.  For  many  successive  years  this  laud  has  pro- 
duced all  the  stajile  crops  grown  in  Northern  Ohio,  and  probably  no 
farm  in  Erie  County  has  a  record  of  more  intelligent  and  successful 
husbandry  than  this.  Mr.  King  for  a  number  of  years  has  given  much 
attention  to  fruit  growing.  The  old  orchard,  of  six  acres,  is  now  some- 
what depleted,  but  he  has  nine  acres  of  fine  young  peach  trees.  His 
farm  house  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  township,  a  large  eight-room  house, 
and  the  other  improvements  are  in  keeping. 

As  already  noted,  ilr.  King  has  held  the  office  of  township  trustee 
for  the  past  six  years,  and  the  citizens  of  that  locality  testify  that  the 
office  was  never  in  better  hands.  He  has  also  been  a  leader  in  the  Grange 
and  general  agricultural  uplift  of  his  section,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
.served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education.  Like  others  of  the  family 
he  is  a  republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  and  daughter  are  all  members 
of  Florence  Grange  No.  1844,  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  He  is  a  past  treas- 
urer, while  his  wife  is  the  present  treasurer  of  that  Grange. 

j\Irs.  King's  maiden  name  was  Adella  Chandler,  and  she  was  born 
in  Florence  Township  and  is  a  woman  of  education  and  culture.  Her 
parents  were  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Belknap)  Chandler.  Her  father  was 
for  many  years  an  active  farmer,  but  is  now  retired,  past  eighty  years 
of  age,  and  his  mind  is  as  keen  and  bright  as  in  former  years.  His  wife 
died  two  years  ago,  at  tlie  age  of  seventy-five,  and  also  kept  her  faculties 
until  the  end. 

IMr.  and  Mrs.  King  liave  two  daughters:  Peai'l  L.,  who  was  educated 
in  the  Florence  Iligli  School,  is  now  the  wife  of  Edwin  Felton,  and  they 
1'  a  danshter  named  ilabel  E.  Gladys  E., 
iiiiiM.  mid  a  stn.lciit  in  the  Berlin  Heights 
ii|iiisi.  tlir  til  in  I  li.iicration  to  be  born  on 
onal  tribute  to  tlie  stability  of  the  King 
like  cases  in  the  country  of  the  Middle 
West,  where  both  land  and  people  are  new,  and  almost  constant  change 
of  residence  and  activities  is  the  normal  features  of  family  life. 

Franklin  L.  Krock.  In  the  year  1S!)4  Mr.  Kroek  succeeded  his 
honored  father  in  the  conducting  of  a  well-order  and  long-established 
business  enterprise  in  the  thriving  little  City  of  Ilui-on,  and  as  an 
undertaker  and  funeral  director  he  has  performed  his  delicate  functions 
with  all  of  coiisideratioii  and  kindliness  and  has  shown  marked  busi- 
ness ability  and  .iiidi^iiii'iit,  so  that  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor  he  has 
added  to  the  picsii'^r  of  a  name  long  identified  with  this  line  of  enter- 
prise in  Erie  Count\ ,  jtopular  appreciation  of  the  effective  interposition 
of  the  father  and  sons  in  directing  affairs  after  loss  and  bereavement 
have  rendered  such  service  requisite,  being  shown  in  the  fact  tliat  under 
the  supervision  of  the  two  there  have  been  laid  to  rest  in  Erie  County 
more  deceased  persons  than  the  entire  population  of  Huron  at  the 
present  time.  IMr.  Krock  is  a  graduate  and  licensed  embalmer  of 
authoritative  knowledge  and  practical  skill ;  his  estalilislunent  is  admir- 
ably e(|uipped,  and  has  the  best  of  modern  facilities,  so  ti)at  it  is  fortified 
I'or  the  in-ompt  and  effective  meeting  of  all  demands  placed  upon  it. 

In  the  homestead  in  which  he  now  resides  in  Huron,  on  South  Stix-et, 
near  the  corner  of  Williams  Street,  Mr.  Kroek  was  born  on  the  15th  of 
August,  1855,  and  to  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  lie  is  indebted 
for  his  early  educational  discipline.     After  attaining  to  bis  legal  ma.jor- 
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ity  he  lield  for  four  jears  tlie  position  of  sliippiiig  elerk  in  tlie  estal> 
lislimeiit  of  tile  Toledo  Carnage  a.  \  ariety  ooiiipauy,  of  wlneli  ius 
brotlier  aud  brotlier-iu-law  were  the  two  interested  principals.  After 
remaining  thus  engaged  in  the  City  of  Toledo  for  the  period  noted, 
Mr.  IvroeJi  tinally  returned  to  Huron  and  became  associated  with  the 
undertaking  business  of  his  father,  besides  having  charge  ot  the  latter  s 
tine  vineyard  of  ten  acres,  within  the  city  limits.  ISiuce  the  death  ot 
his  father,  Henry  J.  Krock,  he  has  successfully  continued  the  business 
and  is  virtually  the  only  undertaker  and  funeral  director  in  Huron. 

Henry  Joseph  l\.rock  was  born  in  a  village  of  the  Schlichter  District 
of  Hessen,  Germany,  on  the  lyth  of  i^'ebruary,  1817,  a  scion  of  sterling 
Cernian  stock,  tie  was  a  child  at  the  time  of  his  parents'  deaith  ana 
was  reared  in  the  home  of  an  uncle,  who  assigned  him,  when  he  was  a 
mere  boy,  to  the  task  of  herding  cattle,  and  that  under  most  arduous 
conditions,  as  he  remained  with  the  cattle  not  only  by  day,  but  usually 
at  night  also,  so  that  he  was  able  to  go  to  the  family  dwelling  only  at 
infrequent  intervals  and  was  compelled  to  remain  out  night  alter  night, 
often  in  inclement  weather  and  with  clothing  saturated  by  falling  rain. 
This  proved  a  depressing  situation  for  an  ambitious  and  vigorous  boy, 
and  tinally  he  was  enabled  to  enter  upon  an  apiJrentieeship  to  the  cab- 
inetmaker's trade,  his  educational  advantages  in  the  meanwhile  having 
been  very  limited.  It  may  readily  be  understood  that  he  hailed  witli 
gratihcation  his  release  from  the  strenuous  work  of  a  herder,  and  in 
later  years  he  reverted  to  his  apprentieeshij)  as  a  cabinetmaker  as  consti- 
tuting a  happy  period  of  his  early  life.  He  became  a  skilled  artisan  at 
his  trade  and  after  becoming  an  independent  journeyman  he  considered 
himself  sufficiently  fortitied  to  justity  him  in  taking  to  himself  a  wife, 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Anna  M.  VVilhelm,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
a  neighboring  district  of  Hessen,  the  date  of  her  nativity  having  been 
August  14,  1»20.  JSoon  after  his  marriage,  in  the  year  1840,  Henry  J. 
Krock  and  his  brave  aud  devoted  young  wife  severed  the  ties  that 
bound  them  to  their  native  land  and  set  forth  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
United  States.  The  sailing  vessel  on  which  they  took  passage  was  on 
the  Atlantic  for  nine  weeks  before  it  reached  the  port  of  New  York 
City,  and  from  the  national  metropolis  the  young  couple,  as  strangers 
in  a  strange  land,  continued  their  journey  westward,  by  way  of  the 
Hudson  liiver,  by  canal  and  by  vessel  on  J^ake  Erie,  until  they  finally 
disembarked  in  the  City  of  ToIimIo,  ( )liiii,  w  Imtc  was  born  their  first  cliikl. 
Toledo  at  that  time  had  few  nictiniMilit.iii  inricnsions  or  facilities,  and 
the  all-prevalent  ague,  or  chills  and  le\ir,  so  disturbed  the  Krock  family 
that  removal  was  made  within  a  comparatively  short  time  to  the  City  of 
Cleveland,  where  the  husband  and  father  found  work  at  his  trade  in  a 
furniture  manufactory  conducted  by  the  firm  of  Vincent  &  Barstow. 
which  likewise  was  engaged  in  tlii'  retail  tracb'.  In  1S4".^  ilr.  Krock 
came  to  Erie  County  and  establislicil  liis  ivmiIcuci'  in  ihc  little  Village 
of  Huron,  wliere  he  initiated  an  i)uli|nndriit  business  as  a,  cabinetmaker, 
liis  iiilii-piisition  as  a  skilled  workman  being  much  in  requisition  in  tlie 
liiaiMiractni'ing  of  coffins  in  the  smii-iiiiineer  community,  all  of  the  work 
being-  (Innc  by  hand  and  the  niainilaeturing,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
having  not  been  instituted  until  a  death  had  occurred,  the  maintainnig 
of  pre-manufactured  stock  in  this  line  having  at  that  early  date  lieen 
looked  upon  as  abhorrent  and  inconsiderate.  Mr.  Krock  manufactured 
also  sulistantial  and  attraeti\('  tiiiiiilni-e  and  he  eventually  deveIoj)ed 
a  substantial  business  that  re((uiie,|  ihr  s.^rvices  or  four  or  live  assistants. 
Finally  he  purchased  a  large  \illage  lot  on  Sotith  Street,  and  on  the 
same  he  erected  a  good  frame  house  and  also  a  cabinet  shop,  the  lathes 
in  the  latter  having  been  operated  by  horse  power.  It  is  gratifying  to 
find  in  this  section  of  the  county  at  the  present  day  numerous  evidences 
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of  the  meehaiiiL'til  skill  of  this  pioneer  business  man,  in  the  way  of  fine 
old  pieces  of  furniture  that  have  suffered  practically  no  disintegration 
and  represent  the  sturdiness  that  typified  both  social  and  material  condi- 
tions in  that  generation.  In  various  families  these  ancient  articles  of 
fui-niture  of  the  Krock  manufactui-e  are  preserved  and  valued  as  heir- 
looms. Mr.  Krock  was  essentially  vigorous  and  progressive  and  did 
much  to  further  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  his  home  village, 
in  which  his  name  and  memoi*y  are  revei-ed,  as  are  also  those  of  his 
gentle  and  noble  wife.  Mr.  Krock  became  the  leading  furniture  dealer 
of  the  locality,  and  after  disposing  of  this  business  he  gave  his  attention 
to  his  undertaking  establishment  and  his  vineyard  until  the  close  of  his 
long  and  useful  life.  He  purchased  within  the  corporate  limits  a  tract  of 
ten  acres,  on  five  acres  of  w^hich  he  developed  an  excellent  grape  vine- 
yard, the  products  of  which  he  sold  for  a  number  of  years  to  wine 
manufacturers  in  the  State  of  New  York.  This  worthy  citizen,  whose 
life  was  one  of  signal  integrity  and  honor  and  who  marked  the  passing 
years  with  successful  and  worthy  achievement,  was  summoned  to  the  life 
eternal  in  July,  1896,  about  six  months  prior  to  the  eiglitieth  anniver- 
sary of  his  birth.  He  was  a  staunch  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the 
democratic  party,  served  a  number  of  terms  as  a  member  of  the  village 
council  and  one  tei'in  as  mayor  after  Huron  received  a  charter. 

A  number  of  years  prior  to  his  death  Mr.  Krock  planned  the 
substantial  brick  business  block  that  perpetuates  his  name  and  stands 
as  a  monument  to  his  memory  and  his  civic  loyalty.  He  purchased  a  lot 
at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Homan  streets,  and  after  his  death,  in  accord- 
ance with  definite  provisions  and  instructions  given  in  his  will,  his  sou, 
Franklin  L.,  erected  on  this  lot,  in  1898,  the  fine  three-story  building 
that  is  31  by  85  feet  in  dimensions  and  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
business  blocks  in  Huron,  he  later  having  added  for  the  aeconnnodation 
of  his  own  business  an  addition  18  by  31  feet  in  dimensions  and  two 
stories  in  height.  The  devoted  wife  of  Mr.  Krock  survived  him  but 
about  two  years,  her  death  having  occurred  in  September,  1897,  both 
having  been  devout  communicants  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  the  faith 
of  which  they  were  confirmed  prior  to  their  emigration  from  Germany. 
Catherine,  the  eldest  of  their  children,  was  born  in  Toledo,  as  previ- 
ously noted.  She  became  the  wife  of  Grover  Rigby  and  she  is  survived 
by  two  children.  Burton  and  ilrs.  Elias  Sumner,  both  of  whom  reside 
in  the  City  of  Toledo.  William  H.  and  Joseph,  the  next  in  order  oF 
birth,  were  born  and  reared  in  Huron  and  both  were  afforded  the  advan- 
tages of  Oberlin  College.  William  H.  1)ecame  a  locomotive  engineer 
and  continued  in  service,  on  different  railroads,  for  a  number  of  years, 
his  life  finally  being  sacrificed  in  discharge  of  duty,  he  having  been  acci- 
dentally scalded  by  his  engine,  on  the  Winona  &  St.  Peter  Railroad, 
Minnesota,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1870,  and  having  died  nine  days  later, 
as  a  result  of  his  injuries.  Joseph  became  a  railway  conductor,  and 
after  continuing  his  sei'vice  for  several  years  as  conductor  on  passenger 
trains,  he  abantloned  this  occupation  at  the  re(inest  of  his  mother,  who 
could  not  forget  the  fate  of  her  elder  son.  For  some  time  thereafter 
Joseph  Krock  was  engaged  in  the  carriage  and  novelty  business  in  the 
City  of  Toledo,  and  he  then  returned  to  Huron,  where  he  is  now  living 
virtually  retired.  The  maiden  name  of  his  first  wife  was  Ella  Thorn- 
ton, and  she  is  survived  by  two  chidren,  Gi-ace  and  Jay.  For  his  second 
wife  Joseph  Krock  wedded  Jliss  Lillian  Cook,  of  Huron,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Gerald,  now  a  student  in  the  Huron  High  School  (1915). 
Carrie,  the  second  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  J.  Krock.  died  on  the 
26th  of  January,  1902.  Francis  F.  and  Franklin  L.  were  twins,  and 
the  former  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  tiie  latter  being  the 
immediate  sub.ject  of  this  sketch.     Minnie,  a  poimlar  young  woman  in 
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the  social  activities  of  Huron,  resides  in  the  lioiue  of  hei-  brotlier, 
Franklin  L.,  who  has  continued  in  the  ranks  of  eligible  bachelors  and 
who  with  his  sister  occupies  the  old  homestead  of  their  parents.  Both 
are  coniniunicants  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  also  their 
brothiM-  Joseph,  who  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  the 
<-linrcli  at  Huron.  Both  Joseish  and  Franklin  L.  are  unwaVering  in  their 
alli'giance  to  the  democratic  party,  and  both  have  sei-ved  as  members 
of  the  City  Council  of  Huron,  the  subject  of  this  article  having  been 
postmaster  of  Huron  four  years,  under  the  first  administration  of 
President  Cleveland.  He  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
C'ommittee  of  Huron  Township.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  local  lodge 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  Ohio  Asso- 
ciation of  Embalmers  and  Funeral  Directoi-s,  he  having  been  graduated 
in  the  Clark  School  of  Embalming,  in  the  City  of  Cincinnati,  and  his 
state  license  as  an  embalmer  l)earing  the  number  578. 

Andrew  Sciiislee.  A  special  page  in  the  History  of  Erie  County 
should  be  devoted  to  the  activities  and  family  of  Andi'ew  Schisler.  They 
came  from  Germany,  and  the  founder  of  the  household  was  in  exceed- 
ingly poor  circumstances  when  he  arrived,  but  they  have  since  added  not 
a  little  to  the  agricultural  prosperity  of  Florence  Township,  where  An- 
drew Schisler  is  now  one  of  the  most  progressive  farmers  and  public 
spirited  citizens. 

It  was  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father  in  Florence  Township  that 
Andrew  Sdiisler  was  born  June  24,  1867,  a  son  of  Paul  and  Fredericka 
( S|.iiiiuvr  Schisler.  Both  parents  were  natives  of  Hesse  Cassel,  Ger- 
many, whiii  the  Springers  and  Schislers  had  lived  one  generation  after 
another  fur  a  great  many  years.  Paul  Schisler's  parents  lived  and  died 
in  the  old  country,  and  farming  was  their  regular  vocation.  Paul 
adopted  another  occupation  and  learned  the  trade  of  weaver.  Some  time 
after  his  marriage  he  left  the  old  country,  bringing  his  wife  and  their 
one  child,  Martin,  by  sailing  vessel  from  Bremen  to  New  York,  .spending 
four  weeks  on  the  ocean.  On  arriving  in  New  York,  Paul  Schisler  found 
his  finances  so  reduced  that  he  was  compelled  to  leave  his  wife  and  child 
in  the  care  of  friends,  while  he  journed  on  to  Ohio,  and  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship found  employment  with  George  Peek  at  Harpers  Corners.  From 
his  earnings  he  soon  .sent  for  his  wife,  and  continued  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Peek  and  of  James  Douglas  in  that  community  for  six  or  seven  years. 
Though  he  had  the  responsibilities  of  providing  for  a  family,  he  man- 
aged by  great  economy  and  unremittent  toil  to  accumulate  a  small 
amount  of  capihil,  which  he  finally  invested  in  twenty-one  acres  of  land 
in  Florenci-  Tiiwiishi]).  That  land  is  included  in  the  present  farm  of  his 
son  Andrew.  The  latter  was  about  a  year  old  when  his  father  located 
on  this  farm.  Paul  Schisler,  after  buying  this  land,  started  in  with  re- 
newed earnestness  to  make  a  home,  and  was  soon  spoken  of  by  his  neigh- 
bors as  rising  in  the  scale  of  prosperity,  and  this  was  evidenced  by  his 
jiuri'liase  of  more  land  until  he  had  a  farm  of  126  acres.  At  the  time 
of  his  death,  however,  his  estate  comprised  but  fifty-foiir  acres,  he  having 
sold  seventy-two  acres  to  his  son  Martin.  This  land  had  been  thoroughly 
developed  under  his  management,  and  aside  from  the  influence  of  his 
personal  character  and  his  relations  as  a  neighbor  and  friend  he  con- 
tributed a  great  deal  to  the  county  through  the  development  of  its  mate- 
rial resources.  His  wife  died  on  the  old  farm  in  1898  and  he  followed 
some  five  or  six  months  later.  They  were  then  about  seventy-eight  years 
of  age,  and  all  their  lives  had  been  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 
Their  living  children  are:  Martin,  a  Florence  Township  farmer,  who 
married  Catherine  Eyrick  of  Amherst,  Ohio,  and  their  children  are 
Paul,  iMartha,  John  and  Frank:  Conrad,  a  merchant  at  Birmingham. 
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Erie  Couuty,  married  Catherine  Rosenstoek;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Andrew 
liuttenlocher,  of  Berlin  Heights. 

The  youngest  of  the  family,  Andrew  Sehisler,  grew  up  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  aud  all  his  cai'iy  as.suriatioiis  and  memories  center 
around  that  place.  He  sccuivd  his  cliirai  inn  in  tlie  district  school  at 
Mason  Corners  and  also  had  ilir  luiiclil  of  insirurtion  at  Florence  from 
Job  Fish,  one  of  the  best  known  of  Erie  County's  older  educators.  After 
reaching  mauhood  he  secured  fifty-four  acres  of  the  old  homestead  of 
his  father,  aud  has  since  pursued  successful  enterprise  as  a  general 
farmer.  His  home  is  a  very  comfortable  place,  an  eight-room  residence 
painted  white  with  green  trimmings,  and  another  substantial  improve- 
ment is  a  barn  on  a  foundation  30  by  60  feet. 

Mr.  Sehisler  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to  Miss  Mary  D.  Ste- 
phens, who  was  born  and  educated  in  that  locality  and  is  the  only  daugh- 
ter of  David  J.  Stephens,  whose  career  is  mentioned  on  other  pages. 
Mr.  and  3Irs.  Siliisl.r  have  two  children.  Andrew  D.,  born  June  25, 
1898,  has  eoiiii>lrtiMl  the  cnmsf  of  the  district  schools  and  is  now  a  stu- 
dent in  the  lliiliii  llciizlits  lliyh  School,  while  the  younger,  Catherine  P., 
was  born  Sipimiliri-  I's,  1912.  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Sehisler  are  members  of 
Florence  Grani!!'  Nd.  1S4J:,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  are  also  active 
attendants  and  incnihirs  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  though  he 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Evangelical  denomination. 

George  M.  Brooks.  The  land  which  George  M.  Brooks  owns  and 
occupies  as  his  home  in  Florence  Township  comprises  part  of  the  tract 
which  his  grandfather  Lemuel  L.  Brooks  secured  direct  from  the  Gov- 
ernment moi'e  than  ninety  years  ago.  It  is  therefore  one  of  the  oldest 
farms  in  continuous  ownership  in  Erie  County,  and  three  generations 
of  the  Brooks  family  have  used  it  as  the  chief  source  of  their  livelihood. 
What  was  one  time  a  wilderness  is  now  a  smiling  landscape  of  fields, 
and  what  the  pioneers  redeemed  from  the  wilderness  their  descendants 
are  uow  using  and  cultivating. 

Lemuel  L.  Brooks,  the  pioneer,  was  born  in  New  York  State  about 
1790.  He  had  reached  manhood  when  the  War  of  1812  broke  out,  and 
saw  active  service  as  a  soldier  in  that  second  conflict  with  Great  Britain. 
A  few  years  after  the  close  of  that  war,  early  in  1822.  he  made  a  journey 
out  to  Northern  Ohio,  leaving  his  family  licliind  in  New  York  State,  and 
at  that  time  purchased  the  land  wlin-c  his  -^i^anilsdu  George  now  lives, 
situated  on  the  line  between  Berlin  and  N'mnilioii  townsiiips.  This  was 
a  part  of  the  Connecticut  tire  lands,  and  he  secured  it  direct  through 
the  agency  of  the  fire  land  company.  After  securing  this  land  he 
returned  to  New  Y^ork  State,  aud  in  1S25  broiight  his  little  family,  com- 
prising his  wife,  his  son  Lemuel  L.,  Jr.,  and  his  daughter  Maria  out  to 
take  possession.  After  a  long  and  tedious  joiirney  they  found  their 
new  home  in  the  midst  of  the  woods,  and  started  life  here  in  a  log  cabin. 
Somewhat  later  Lemuel  L.  Brooks  moved  over  to  the  lake  shore  near 
Vermilion,  but  after  three  years  returned  to  his  first  farm.  He  had 
made  the  journey  from  New  York  to  Ohio  with  wagon  and  ox  team, 
and  after  arriving  employed  the  oxen  in  the  heavy  work  of  breaking 
the  virgin  soil.  Some  years  later,  while  felling  trees,  a  limb  fractured 
his  leg  aud  for  lack  of  proper  surgical  and  medical  treatment  blood 
poisoning  set  in,  and  he  died  in  1833,  when  in  the  prime  of  his  life. 
Lemuel  L.  Brooks  married  Sallie  Cranipton,  who  was  from  Connecticut 
and  of  fine  old  New  England  stock.  Her  father  had  served  as  a  patriot 
soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  She  was  a  most  generous,  lovable 
woman,  well  fitted  for  the  responsibilities  of  pioneer  life,  and  had  to 
go  through  many  trials  in  keeping  her  little  family  together  after  the 
pi-emature  deatli  of  her  husband.     She  died  in  February,  1872.  at  the 
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vpiierable  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were 
iiiiMuhtrs  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  and  noble  people  who  made 
reliiiiou  a  part  of  their  daily  walk.  They  reared  a  family  of  children 
lo  do  them  honor,  including  Lemuel  L.,  Jr.,  Maria,  Sallie,  Nancy,  and 
Edmund.  All  these  married.  Nancy,  who  became  one  of  the  early  school 
teachers  in  Erie  County,  and  later  followed  the  same  profession  in 
Nebraska,  died  after  a  record  of  twenty-five  years  in  educational  service. 
She  married  when  more  than  forty  years  old.  Lemuel  L.  Brooks  the 
pioneer  was  known  over  a  wide  stretch  of  country  in  Erie  County  for 
his  upright,  rugged  honesty,  benevolent  nntnrc.  ami  his  free-handed 
hospitality  in  his  home.  The  same  qiialitics  (Icsicmlrd  to  his  son  and 
namesake  Lemuel,  and  it  is  not  surprising  ihat  llusc  early  settlers  of 
Erie  County  did  not  amass  wealth  through  their  operations,  though  the 
younger  Lemuel  was  aided  in  securing  a  competancy  through  his  wife, 
who  was  quite  frugal  and  thrifty. 

Lemuel  L.  Brooks,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Geneseo,  Livingston  County,  New 
York,  in  1822,  the  year  that  his  father  secured  the  tract  of  wild  land  in 
Erie  County,  and  three  years  later  he  was  brought  in  the  slow  moving 
wagon  across  the  country  to  the  new  home.  In  this  journey  the  family 
camped  by  the  wayside  as  night  overtook  them,  and  spent  several  weeks 
in  getting  to  tiieir  destination.  During  the  three  years  the  family  lived 
on  the  lake  shore  they  sutfered  greatly  from  the  ague  which  was  then 
so  prevalent  in  the  lower  areas,  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  they 
returned  to  their  hill  farm.  On  that  farm  Lemuel  L.  Brooks  spent  his 
life,  and  completed  and  carried  forward  the  improvement  in  which  his 
father  had  been  engaged  when  his  life  was  cut  short.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  capacity,  a  hard  worker,  and  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  as  a  citi- 
zen. His  death  occurred  March  13,  1886.  In  politics  he  was  a  repub- 
lican and  in  the  early  militia  training  days  took  an  active  part  in  the 
local  organization,  serving  as  a  drummer  in  the  Vermilion  Rifle  Com- 
pany. When  the  Civil  war  came  on  he  was  past  middle  ag'^  and  unable 
to  go  to  war  himself,  he  gave  a  hundred  dollars  to  suiipmt  thr  .-iiuse. 
He  was  a  man  of  exemplary  habits,  much  loved  and  resi)ertcil,  aiul  lived 
and  died  in  the  Christian  faith.  He  was  buried  in  the  OUl  Waslihurii 
Cemetery,  a  burying  ground  in  which  one  of  the  very  first  interments 
had  been  the  body  of  his  father.  Lemuel  L.  Brooks,  Jr.,  was  married 
in  Erie  County  in  Berlin  Township  to  Miss  Mary  Gordon.  She  was 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1827,  and  died  in  1893  in  Michigan,  but  was 
brought  back  to  Ohio  and  laid  beside  her  husband.  She  was  of  New 
England  ancestry  of  Scotch  origin.  Her  brother,  Gilbert  Gordon,  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  having  been 
captured  in  one  of  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged  was 
confined  for  nine  months  in  the  notorious  Libby  Prison  at  Richmond, 
Virginia,  and  came  out  so  nearly  starved  that  he  tottered  as  he  walked. 
However,  he  brought  out  of  prison  fl*150  which  he  had  kept  in  his  belt  all 
the  time.    He  is  now  living  at  Fremont,  Ohio,  and  is  eighty  years  of  age. 

(iroi-ge  M.  Brooks  is  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  four  children.  The 
oldest.  Byron,  lives  in  Michigan,  where  he  is  a  farmer  and  is  married 
and  has  five  children.  Burr  is  a  farmer  in  Vermilion  Township,  lost 
his  wife  in  1915,  and  has  a  family  of  eight  children.  Ida  is  the  wife  of 
James  Waugh,  now  a  farmer  in  Lapere  County,  Michigan,  and  has  two 
daughters  and  one  son. 

On  the  old  Brooks  homestead  where  hi.s  brothers  and  sister  were  also 
born,  George  M.  Brooks  first  saw  the  light  of  day  December  10,  1860. 
He  grew  upon  the  farm,  and  by  purchase  and  inheritance  now  has  forty- 
four  acres  of  the  homestead  and  has  it  improved  much  beyond  the  aver- 
age standard  of  Erie  County  rural  homes.  In  1915  he  erected  a  mod- 
ern residence  of  eight  rooms  witli  all  the  facilities  and  improvements. 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  853 

including  bath  room,  furnace,  and  acetylene  lighting  plant.  He  also  has 
a  good  new  barn  and  other  equipment  necessary  for  adequate  farming. 
For  a  number  of  years  j\lr.  Brooks  conducted  business  chiefly  as  a  gar- 
dener, selling  his  product  to  city  markets. 

At  Florence  ilr.  Brooks  married  Miss  Emma  Grobe.  She  was  born 
in  Florence  Township  September  12,  1864,  and  was  of  German  parents, 
a  daughter  of  Mathew  and  Christina  Gi-obe,  who  came  from  Germany 
when  .young  people  and  located  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  Florence  Town- 
ship they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Her  father  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty  and  her  mother  when  past  seventy-five.  They  were  thrifty  farm- 
ers and  reared  a  family  of  children  as  follows :  JMary,  Henry,  Elizabeth, 
Emma  and  Anna.  By  a  former  marriage  Mr.  Grobe  became  the  father 
of  two  children,  IMatthias  and  Sophia.  Mrs.  Brooks'  parents  were  active 
members  of  the  German  Methodist  Church,  and  her  father  was  a  repub- 
lican and  strong  temperance  worker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  attend  the 
Methodist  Church  and  in  politics  he  is  a  republican. 

Christian  Sprankel.  Erie  County  has  been  signally  favored  in  the 
personnel  of  its  citizens  of  German  birth  or  extraction,  and  from  this 
source  has  had  much  to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose.  The  German  contin- 
gent in  the  county  has  been  one  of  very  appreciable  order,  and  its  rep- 
resentatives have  not  only  stood  exponent  of  the  most  loyal  and  useful 
citizenship  but  have  also  been  specially  prominent  and  influential  in  the 
development  and  furthering  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  county, 
within  whose  borders  are  found  toda.y  many  substantial  citizens  and  rep- 
resentative farmers  who  are  of  the  second  and  third  generations  of  the 
respective  families  in  this  favored  section  of  the  Buckeye  State. 

He  whose  name  initiates  this  review  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  and  stockraisei's  of  Berlin  Township  and  has 
been  a  resident  of  Erie  County  from  the  time  of  his  birth,  his  father 
haviiii;  ist;ililisli("d  a  residence  in  this  county  fully  half  a  century  ago, 
and  within  a  tVw  years  after  immigration  from  his  German  Fatherland.. 
('hrisliaii  Spiaiikci  was  born  in  Huron  Township  on  the  9th  of  August, 
1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Edith  (Zeller)  Sprankel,  both  natives 
of  Germany,  where  the  former  was  born,  in  Hesse-Cassel,  on  the  2d  of 
July,  1832,  and  the  latter,  in  the  Province  of  Baden,  in  the  year  1839. 
Both  passed  the  closing  years  of  their  lives  in  Milan  Township,  Ei-ie 
County,  where  Mrs.  Sprankel  died  December  23,  1884,  her  husband  hav- 
ing survived  her  by  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  having  been  nearly  eighty 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  28th  of 
October,  1910.  Henry  Sprankel  and  his  wife  were  both  of  the  staunch- 
est  German  lineage  and  both  exemplified  throughout  their  lives  the 
admirable  characteristics  of  the  race  from  w'hich  they  were  sprung,  the 
while  they  entered  fully  and  loyallj-  into  the  spirit  of  American  insti- 
tutions and  customs  and  were  deeply  appreciative  of  the  manifold  advan- 
tages of  the  land  of  their  adoption. 

Heniy  Sprankel  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and 
was  a  young  man  of  energy,  ambition  and  sterling  integrity  of  purpose 
when  he  severed  the  home  ties  and  came  to  the  United  States  to  gain 
independence  and  success  if  these  ends  were  to  be  accomplished  through 
the  earnest  application  of  his  ability  and  industry.  In  the  early  '50s 
he  made  the  voyage  to  America  on  one  of  the  old-time  sailing  vessels, 
and  he  was  on  the  ocean  somewhat  more  than  seven  weeks  before  the 
boat  reached  its  destination  in  the  port  of  New  York  City,  whence  the 
young  immigrant  soon  made  his  way  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  which  place 
lie  arrived  in  the  rigorous  winter  and  with  his  financial  resources  utterly 
exhausted.  In  making  his  way  about  the  city  and  its  vicinity  in  search 
of  employment  he  encountered  such  exposure  that  both  of  his  feet  were 
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severely  frozen,  so  tliat  his  problem  in  making  his  way  as  a  stranger  in 
a  strange  land  began  to  assume  a  formidable  aspect.  He  was  finally 
taken  into  tlie  home  of  a  kindly  German  carpenter  named  ^leyers,  and 
was  accorded  all  consideration  and  care  during  his  period  of  incapacity, 
while  he  was  waiting  for  his  feet  to  recover  their  usefulness.  Mr.  Meyers 
then  gave  him  employment  at  the  nominal  but  greatly  api:)i-eciated  sti- 
pend of  .+.■)  a  month,  his  board  also  being  furnished,  and  about  two  years 
elapsed  err  his  ciiiiiloyei-  was  able  to  pay  him  his  wages  in  full.  ilr.  Mey- 
ers eventually  became  a  man  of  influence,  and  he  always  continued  to 
manifest  a  deep  interest  in  bis  former  protege,  as  did  also  his  sons,  who 
in  many  ways  showed  his  friendship  for  ilr.  Sprankel. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  Mv.  Sprankel  made  his  way  to  San- 
duskv  Couiilv  and  linallv  iiito'TIuron  Comilv,  wheiv  he  iiid  and  married 
iliss  Kdilli  /.•Del',  n  .hnieliler  of  .|.,hii  and  .Mary  Zell.T.  who  w,Te  Ihcn 
liviiio'  near  Weavei's  Cdi'iiers.  thai  county,  liut  who  later  caiue  to  Huron 
Townshii),  I']rie  County,  where  they  maintained  their  home  for  many 
years,  ]\lr.  Zeller  having  long  survived  his  wife  and  having  been  a  resi- 
dent of  that  township  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  eielily-lViur  years  of  age.  ]\Irs.  Sprankel  was  a  girl  at  the  time  when 
she  ncc(iiM|ianie(l  hei'  i)arents  on  their  innnigration  from  (ierman\'  to  the 
I'nited   Slal.'s. 

For  a  few  viais  after  his  marriage  Henry  Sprankel  and  his  wife 
continued  tin  ir  loideuce  near  Weavers  Corners  for  a  few  .years,  and 
they  then  .stalilislnil  their  home  on  the  old  Sage  Farm,  in  Huron  Town- 
ship, I'liie  ('niiiit>,  where  they  remained  nine  years.  .Mr.  Sjirankel  then 
pui-cliased  a  farm  nf  sixty-five  acres  in  .Milan  'rowaisliiii.  where  he  lieeaiiie 
di'liiiilily  snceessful  in  bis  vigorous  <iiii  rat  inns  as  an  auricultiirist  and 
stdckerewer  and  where  both  he  and  his  wife  pas-e.l  I  he  residue  of  their 
lives,  lidlh  tuning  been  zi'alous  communicants  n!  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  having  shdwn  devotion  in  the  early  da>  s  hy  regularly  attending 
church  services.  In  her  girlhood  .lays  :\lrs.  Sprankel  was  compelled  to 
■go  some  distance  fi-om  home  to  accduiplish  this  and  to  make  the  .iour- 
ney  to  and  from  with  a  cundiei'somi'  vehicle  and  a  slow-moving  o.x  team. 
Mr.  Sprankel  was  liberal  and  loyal  as  a  citizen,  was  a  stanncb  snpiKirter 
of  the  cause  of  the  democratic  party  and  was  called  upon  td  s.rve  in 
various  local  offices  of  public  trust,  bis  uprii;litness  and  his  nialmv  judg- 
ment having  gained  to  him  the  invidlable  esteem  and  u<'dd  will  .d'  his 
fellow  men  and  his  entire  life  haviin:-  hei'ii  one  of  signal  usefulness  and 
honor.  Of  the  children,  Christian,  the  immediate  .suli.i.'ct  of  this  sketcli, 
was  the  fourth  in  ordei'  of  liirlli.  seven  sons  and  three  daugbtei's  having 
been  reared  to  maturity  ami  all  of  the  number  still  surviving  the  parents 
— all  married  and  well  eslahlished  in  life.  The  father  ultimately  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage,  when  be  wedded  I\Iiss  Elizabeth  Schuster, 
who  likewise  was  born  in  Germany  and  who  still  remains  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  in  jMilan  Township,  two  sons  of  this  second  nuirriage 
still  surviving  the  father. 

Christian  Sprankel  was  born  in  llur(ni  Townsbiii,  as  already  noted, 
and  was  about  one  year  of  age  at  the  tiiiie  of  his  jtarents'  removal  to 
-Milan  Township,  in  1870.  There  lie  was  reared  to  adult  age  under  the 
conditions  and  influences  of  the  old  homestead  farm,  and  in  the  mean- 
while he  duly  profited  by  the  advantages  afforded  in  the  public  schools. 
He  has  never  abated  his  liking  fdi'  and  allegiance  to  the  fundamental 
and  independent  vocatidn  id'  faianin--.  an. I  his  present  status  .shows  that 
he  has  eifeetively  directed  his  energies  toward  the  goal  of  success.  He 
finally  purchased  his  present  fine  bomeslead  farm  in  Berlin  Township, 
which  comprises  100  acres  of  fertile  land  of  remarkable  integrity  in  pro- 
ductiveness, and  which  is  a  part  of  the  once  extensive  landed  estate  of 
the  I'eeke  family.     It   is  eligibly  situated  in  Berlin  Township,  one  mile 
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south  of  Ceylon  Jnnetioii,  and  the  permanent  improvements  on  the  place 
are  of  exceptionally  excellent  type,  including  a  substantial  and  commo- 
dious brick  house,  two  large  Isarns  and  a  modern  granarj-.  In  addition 
to  his  successful  operations  in  the  line  of  diversified  agriculture  Mr. 
Sprankel  has  given  special  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  ex- 
cellent grades  of  livestock,  his  cattle  being  principally  of  the  Durham 
breed  and  including  the  valuable  registered  bull  designated  by  the  name 
of  "Peter."  Mr.  Sprankel  also  raises  good  horses  and  swine  and  his 
various  forage  crops  are  virtually  used  in  entirety  for  the  feeding  of 
stock  raised  on  the  farm.  Like  many  oIIhi'  i  iifcrprising  farmers  of  the 
county  Mr.  Sprankel  has  been  very  sucr, ■^s|■|||  in  ihe  raising  of  potatoes 
upon  a  somewhat  exti'usive  scale,  and  of  this  product  he  has  taken  as 
high  an  average  as  :',,i)i)ii  Imsln-ls  from  a  tract  of  twelve  acres.  He  is  a 
thorough,  practiral  and  initiiressive  farmer  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
take  lively  interest  in  Lumniuuity  affairs,  he  being  an  independent  in 
politics  and  a  communicant  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  Mrs.  Sprankel 
holding  the  faith  in  which  she  was  reared,  that  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
In  Berlin  Township  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  ]Mr.  Sprankel 
to  Miss  Anna  Knott,  who  was  born  in  this  township  on  the  13th  of 
September,  1871,  and  who  was  here  reared  and  educated.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  ^lartha  (Schildt)  Knott,  who  were  born  and 
reared  in  Ilissc-CnsstI,  i  I.Tinauy,  where  their  marriage  was  solemnized. 
soon  after  wliirli  ini|Hiiiani  i  \  I'ut  in  their  lives  they  came  to  the  United 
States  and  established  their  liome  in  Erie  County.  They  first  located 
in  Vermilion  Township  and  later  removed  to  Berlin  Township,  wliere 
they  still  reside  on  their  well  improved  farm,  which  is  not  far  distant 
from  the  homestead  place  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sprankel,  the  latter  having 
seven  children,  whose  names,  with  respective  ages  in  1915,  are  here  indi- 
cated, all  of  the  children  being  still  at  the  parental  home :  Walter  H., 
twenty  years ;  Roy  E.,  sixteen  ;  Sidney  L.,  fourteen  ;  Raymond  PL,  twelve ; 
Elmer  L.,  eleven ;  Edith  L.,  eight ;  and  Nelson  M.,  five. 

Peter  Reighley.  Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812  George 
Reighley,  grandfather  of  him  whose  name  introduces  this  paragraph, 
settled  in  Norton  Township,  Summit  County,  Ohio,  and  thus  the  family 
name  has  been  identified  with  the  history  of  the  Buckeye  State  for  more 
than  a  century.  George  Reighlry  furllh  i-  hmtIIs  disiinclion  in  the  pages 
of  Ohio  history,  for  he  had  previonsly  sri\,d  iliicii<_!li  tliis  i-ommonwealth 
as  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  War  of  181:2,  in  whieh  he  endured  the  full 
tension  of  the  hazardous  and  arduous  campaign  activities  in  a  country 
that  was  a  virtual  wilderness  and  in  which  the  military  contests  were 
rendered  the  more  formidable  by  reason  of  the  support  given  to  the 
enemy  by  the  Indians.  George  Reighley  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  was  a  representative  of  that  commonwealth  in  the  second  conflict 
between  the  United  States  and  England.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
Germany  and  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  where  they  continued  to 
reside  until  their  death,  the  father  having  there  devoted  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits. 

After  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812,  George  Reighley,  a  sturdy  and 
patriotic  veteran  of  that  conflict,  in  company  with  his  wife  and  their 
one  son,  John,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  March,  1812,  settled  in 
the  midst  of  the  forest  wilds  of  Norton  Township,  Summit  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  reclaimed  and  improved  a  good  farm  and  where  his  energy 
and  well  ordered  endeavors  enabled  him  to  accumulate  eventually  a 
competency  of  fully  $20,000 — a  substantial  fortune,  as  gauged  by  the 
standards  of  the  locality  and  period.  On  the  old  homestead  his  wife 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  he  thereafter  resided  in  the  liome 
of  his  son  Peter,  near  Plymouth,  ilarshall   County,  Indiana,  until  his 
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death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  his  name  meriting  enduring  plaee 
on  the  roll  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Ohio  and  on  the  roster  of  the  gal- 
lant soldiers  of  the  War  of  1812.  He  had  but  fifty  cents  to  represent  his 
cash  capital  .when  he  established  his  home  in  Ohio,  and  his  success  in 
the  accumulation  of  a  fortune  was  due  entirely  to  his  own  ability  and 
efforts.  He  was  a  staunch  advocate  of  the  cause  of  the  democratic  party 
and  his  wife  was  a  zealous  member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

John  Reighley,  eldest  of  the  children  and  father  of  him  to  whom 
this  sketch  is  dedicated,  was  a  child  at  the  time  when  the  family  home 
was  established  on  the  pioneer  farm  in  Summit  County,  where  he  was 
reared  to  adult  age  and  where  his  educational  advantages  were -neces- 
sarily limited  to  those  atiforded  in  the  primitive  schools  of  the  locality. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  yrai's  lie  ciili'rcd  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
carpenter's  trade  and  iiiiiilriilall>-  .ilso  that  of  cabinetmaker.  After  the 
completion  of  a  thorouuh  appi-iiiliiiship  tliat  had  made  him  a  skilled 
artisan  in  these  lines,  he  worked  as  a  journeyman  and  contractor  in  his 
home  county  for  several  years  and  then  removed  to  Doylestown,  Wayne 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  furniture  in  an  inde- 
|)endent  way,  all  work  having  bci'U  (bnic  liy  hand  and  being  of  the  most 
subsfantial  order.  In  his  liUlc  cstalilisliincnt  he  also  manufactured  by 
hand  the  coffins  that  were  used  in  the  rdinmunity  and  that  were  usually 
made  to  order  after  deaths  had  occurred.  The  first  bureau  which  he 
lurned  out  was  made  for  use  in  his  own  home,  the  same  being  of  solid 
cherry  wood  and  being  still  retained  in  the  possession  of  the  family — 
unimpaired  by  the  ravages  of  time  and  standing  in  eviclciice  oC  the  hon- 
est and  thorough  work  that  characterized  such  iiianiiraclui'iiig  in  the 
early  days.  After  remaining  at  Doylestown  for  a  niiinlicr  of  years  John 
Reighley  returned  to  the  old  homestead  farm,  which  had  been  devised 
to  him  by  his  father,  and  there  he  continiied  to  reside  i;ntil  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1856.  He  had  four  brother;?:  George,  William,  Ben- 
jamin and  Peter,  the  family-  cirdr  liavinii-  had  no  daughters,  and  all  of 
llir  brothers  except  Keiijaniin  niarriiMl  and  reared  children.  Peter  died 
in  Indiana;  George  at  Chillini.  .Marshall  County,  Wisconsin;  Benjamin  in 
Norton  Township.  Summit  County,  Ohio;  and  it  is  supposed  that  William 
was  killed  in  California,  to  which  state  he  made  his  way  at  the  time  of 
the  gold  excitement  and  in  which  he  had  accumulated  an  appreciable 
fortune. 

In  Clinton  Township,  Summit  County,  Ohio,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  John  Reighley  to  Miss  Rachel  Greenhoe,  who  was  born  in  that 
county  in  1816,  her  parents  having  been  pionciTs  of  that  siM'tinn.  wliere 
they  settled  upon  their  immigration  from  Ibcir  na1i\r  Slate  ol'  I'einisyl- 
vania.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Reighley  owned  and  (le\elnped  a  lart;v  farm 
in  Sninniif  ('(Jiuily,  anil  nn  1lie  same  lie  ileveloped  two  coal  mines,  besides 
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lie  pnrehased  U'.r  liis  larue  l'aniil,\-  of  sons  ami  daughters  a  good  farm,  and 
he  and  his  wife  passed  their  deelininu  years  in  Liverpool  Townshi]), 
IMedina  County,  where  several  of  liieii'  ebil.lren  had  thus  been  eslab- 
lished.  Both  were  somewhat  more  than  eij:lity  years  old  at  time  of  death. 
John  Reighley  was  about  forty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death  and  his  widow  subsecpiently  became  the  wife  of  John  Young,  and 
.she  was  a  resident  of  Erie  County  at  the  time  of  her  death,  when  about 
sixty  years  of  age.  Mr.  Young  long  survived  her  and  atlained  to  the 
patriarchal  age  of  ninety-two  year.s,  the  closing  pi  i  io,l  of  iiis  life  having 
been  passed  at  Wellington,  Lorain  County,  one  son  lia\irit!  been  liorn  of 
his  marriage  to  Jlrs.  Rachel  Greenhoe  Reighley.  Uy  her  first  mar- 
riage Mvs.  Young  became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom 
mari'ied  and  reared  children,  Peter,  of  this  review,  being  the  only  sur- 
vivin"-  sou,  and  the  other  two  surviving  children  being  ^lary,  who  is  the 
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widow  of  George  Whitmau  and  who  resides  at  Carson  City,  Montcalm 
County,  Michigan,  she  being  the  mother  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter, 
all  of  whom  are  married ;  Amanda,  the  younger  of  the  two  surviving  sis- 
ters of  Mr.  Reighley,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Akers,  of  Vermilion  Town- 
ship, Erie  County,  and  they  have  one  son,  Arthur. 

Peter  Reighley  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  on  tlie  31st  of  July, 
18-12,  and  there  received  his  early  educational  discipline,  which  was  sup- 
plemented by  his  attending  the  common  schools  after  the  return  of  the 
family  to  the  old  homestead  farm  of  his  grandfather,  in  Norton  Town- 
ship, Summit  County.  He  was  about  thirteen  years  old  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  death  and  after  his  mother's  second  marriage  he  accompanied 
her  to  Lorain  County,  his  filial  care  and  solicitude  continuing  until  she 
passed  to  the  life  eternal.  After  her  death  he  purchased  a  home  in 
Lorain  County,  where  he  continued  his  residence  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  In  1907  he  purchased  seventeen  acres  of  land  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, Erie  County,  adjacent  to  the  Lorain  County  line,  and  here  he  is 
successfully  engaged  in  the  raising  of  apples,  peaches  and  other  varieties 
of  fruit,  his  fine  little  place  having  been  developed  into  one  of  the  admir- 
able fruit  farms  of  this  section  of  the  state.  The  family  residence  is  a 
commodious  and  attractive  house  of  nine  rooms  and  it  is  equipped  with 
the  l)est  of  modern  improvements  and  facilities,  including  natural  gas, 
furnace,  water  service,  bath  room,  etc.  This  pleasant  rural  home  is 
eligibly  situated  on  the  state  road  and  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Vil- 
lage of  Birmingham,  and  Mr.  Reighley  and  his  family  are  well  known 
and  en.ioy  marked  popularity  in  this  favored  section  of  his  native  state. 

In  Camden  Township,  Lorain  County,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
I\Ir.  Reighley  to  Miss  Loeiseo  Harley,  who  was  born  at  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky, on  the  29th  of  April,  1848,  and  who  was  a  girl  at  the  time  of  the 
family  removal  to  Ohio,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  Mrs. 
Reighley  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (White)  Harley,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Germany  and  the  latter  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
to  which  commonwealth  Jlr.  Harley  came  upon  his  immigration  from  his 
native  land,  his  marriage  having  been  .solemnized  in  the  historic  Old 
Dominion,  whence  he  removed  with  his  wife  to  Kentucky  and  later  they 
established  their  home  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio.  He  followed  his  trade  of 
shoemaker  for  many  years  and  died  in  Lorain  Count.y,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years,  his  widow  passing  the  closing  period  of  her  life  in  Ten- 
nessee, where  she  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

In  conclusion  is  entered  brief  record  concerning  the  thi-ee  children  of 
•  Jlr.  and  Jlre.  Reighley :  Virginia  E.,  who  was  born  July  23,  1867,  is  the 
wife  of  Clarence  Higgins,  factory  superintendent  for  the  Western  Auto- 
matic Machine  Company,  at  Elyria,  Lorain  County,  and  they  have  six 
sons,  Ellis,  Lewis,  Harley,  Carroll,  Orlo  and  Wendell,  all  of  whom  are 
well  educated  and  now  self-supporting.  Rinaldo,  who  was  born  in 
March,  1870,  holds  a  responsible  executive  position  in  the  City  of  Ober- 
lin.  He  wedded  Miss  Ida  Bailey  and  they  have  two  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, HoUis,  Irving,  Floy,  Grace,  Virgie,  Ruth  and  Lucille.  Carl  Deloss, 
the  youngest  of  the  three  children,  was  born  in  the  year  1878,  and  is 
now"  foreman  over  more  than  200  men  in  the  manufactory  of  the  West- 
ern Automatic  Machine  Company,  at  Elyria.  He  married  ]\Iiss  Ida 
Portman  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Margaret  L. 

John  W.  Boss,  M.  D.  In  the  county  and  township  that  have  rep- 
resented his  home  from  the  time  he  was  a  child  of  two  years  it  has  been 
given  Doctor  Boss  to  achieve  success,  prestige  and  unequivocal  popular- 
ity as  one  of  the  able  and  progressive  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Erie 
County  and  also  as  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen.  He  is  estab- 
lished in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  Village  of  Birmingham, 
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Florence  Township,  and  is  prominent  and  iutluential  in  communal  af- 
fairs aside  from  his  earnest  and  effective  service  in  his  professional 
capacity. 

The  public  schools  of  Vermilion  Township  afforded  to  Doctor  Boss  his 
early  educational  advantages,  and  after  his  completion  of  a  coui-se  of 
study  in  the  high  school  at  Vermilion  he  was  matriculated  in  Oberlin 
College,  in  which  institiilidii  lie  was  t;railuated  as  a  member  of  the  class 
of  lS9-i  and  from  which  in-  iv,-,ivc,|  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  For 
a  period  of  four  years  afti  i-  Ins  gradual  ion  the  doctor  was  a  successful 
and  popular  teaclicr  in  I  he  jiuljlic  schools  at  Vermilion,  where  also  he 
initiated  the  study  of  anaioniy  and  kindred  subjects,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Dr.  William  I''.  I'.irk,  this  work  having  been  taken  up  as. a  pre- 
liminary to  the  ailaiiiiii-  «l'  liis  aiiiliiliiin.  wliii'h  was  to  eiiier  the  medical 
profession.  Piually  \\r  iiMnvd  WCslri'n  Ucs.r^v  .Alcdn-al  ('(.Ib'gc,  in  tlie 
City  of  Clevelaii.l.  uIhiv  h,.  apiilicl  hiinsrir  wilh  charaeteiislir  vigor  and 
eai'ncstness  until  his  ciniiiilrtion  of  tlie  prescribed  curricuhini.  lie  was 
graduated  in  IDdi'.  ami  soon  after  thus  receiving  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  he  estaMislnil  himself  in  practice  at  Birmingham,  having 
previously  gained  valuahh-  cxiici-icncc  lliroui;]i  a  period  of  service  as 
interne  in  Lakeside  Hos|iital.  jn  tlir  iii\  of  < 'li'\cland.  Close  application, 
admirable  technical  ability  ami  pi  rsoiial  ]io|iidarity  soon  enabled  Doctor 
Boss  to  develop  a  substantial  practice,  and  the  same  has  become  one 
of  broad  and  representative  order.  He  has  not  permitted  himself  to 
lapse  in  the  least  in  the  matter  of  keeping  in  close  touch  with  the  ad- 
vances made  in  modii-al  and  siii'i;iial  science  and  in  addition  to  availing 
himself  of  its  best  slandanl  ami  perio.lical  literature  he  has  taken  two 
effective  post-graduate  courses  lu  the  celchi'ati'd  New  York  Post  Gradu- 
ate ]\ledical  School  and  Hospital.  The  doctor  holds  membership  in  the 
Am.i'ican  .Mcdh'al  Asso.iat ion,  the  Ohio  Stat.'  .Medical  Society  and  the 
Krie  County  .Medical  Society.  His  practice  now  extends  into  three  dif- 
ferent counties  and  his  success  in  the  work  of  his  profession  is  the  best 
voucher  for  his  ability  and  his  unflagging  devotion  to  the  work  of  his 
hunuuie  vocation. 

Doctor  Boss  was  born  at  Altamont,  Effingham  County,  Illinois,  on  the 
2d  of  July,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  Capt.  John  H.  and  Ermiua  (Sherod) 
Boss,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  New  York  State,  the  latter  in 
Ohio. 

Capt.  John  H.  Boss  was  a  student  in  Oberlin  College  at  the  inception 
of  the  Civil  war  and  his  youthful  patriotism  was  forthwith  shown  by 
Ins  enlistment  in  Companj' B,  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with 
which  be  seived  about  four  years,  his  gallantry  and  tactical  ability  bring- 
ing to  him  pi'omotion  to  the  office  of  captain  of  his  company.  He  took 
part  in  nunn-  impoi-tant  en-a-vments  mai'kinu-  the  progress  ,d"  tlie  ureat 
conflict  betweeu  the  states  of  the  .\,,rlh  and  the  South,  lududiim  ihe  sec- 
ond battle  .d'  liull  Kun.  an, I  the  hatth-s  of  th,-  Wilderness.  ( lei  l>  shurg, 
Lookout  :\lountain  ami  .Missionary  Hidge.  He  participated  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign  an. I  was  with  Sherman's  forces  on  the  ever  memorable  march 
from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  lie  received  no  serious  wound  and  was  never 
ca]itured  during  liis  long  period  of  valiant  service  as  a  soldier  of  the 
Til  ion,  and  after  the  final  surrender  of  the  great  Confederate  leaders, 
(lencrals  Lee  and  Johnston,  ho  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  of  the 
victorious  but  jaded  troops  in  the  Citx   of  Washington.    After  receiving 

liis  honorable   dischai-v   Captain    I  ".oss   ivsi d   his  studies  in   Oberlin 

Colli'ge.  In  lS(i4,  whih-  on  a  furlou-h.  Captain  Boss  wedded  IMiss 
Eniiina  Sherod,  who  was  born  in  X'ermilion  Township,  Erie  County,  on 
the  Idtli  of  June,  1842,  a  representative  of  an  honored  pioneer  family  of 
tli(>  countv  her  mother  having  been  of  German  lineage  and  her  father  a 
memlier  of  »  familv  earlv  founded  in  America.     After  the  close  of  the 
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war  Captain  Boss  and  his  young  wife  established  their  home  on  a  farm 
in  Effingham  County,  Illinois,  and  there  his  death  occurred  on  the  14th 
of  June,  1872,  when  he  was  in  the  prime  of  liis  young  manhood.  Within 
a  short  time  after  the  death  of  Captain  Boss  his  widow  returned  to 
Vermilion,  Erie  County,  in  company  with  her  two  little  children,  and 
for  many  years  thereafter  she  was  a  successful  and  popular  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  her  native  county,  where  her  memory  is  revered  by 
all  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  her  gracious  influence.  She  passed 
to  the  life  eternal  in  February,  1907,  a  noble  woman  of  line  talent  and 
one  who  had  made  her  life  a  veritable  beautitudi^.  She  brcame  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  in  1873  and  tlnMViirici-  was  zealous  in 
its  work  until  the  time  of  her  death.  Of  the  two  ehildreu  the  doctor  is 
the  younger,  and  his  sister.  Miss  Carrie  I.  Boss,  still  resides  in  the  old 
family  homestead  in  the  Village  of  Vermilion. 

Doctor  Boss  is  a  republican  in  his  political  allegiance  and  is  a  vital 
and  progressive  citizen  who  takes  deep  interest  in  all  that  touches  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community.  He  is  president  of  the  Birmingham  board,  of 
education,  and  is  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  First  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  of  this  village,  of  which  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
zealous  members.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Berlin  Heights  Banking  Com- 
pany and  is  vice  jiresident  and  director  of  the  Ohio  Road  IMaehinery 
Compaii\',  III'  ( (iirrlin. 

In  the  y.ai'  lli(i4,  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Doc- 
tor Boss  til  .Miss  Alaliel  MacClenathan,  who  was  born  at  Goshen,  Indiana, 
on  the  14th  of  August,  1877,  and  who  received  her  education  in  the 
schools  of  her  native  place  and  those  of  the  City  of  Topeka,  Kansas,  where 
she  resided  for  some  time  in  the  home  of  one  of  her  sisters.  Her  father, 
William  A.  MacClenathan,  who  formerly  followed  the  trade  and  vocation 
of  millwright,  now  resides  at  Galion,  Crawford  County,  Ohio.  His  first 
wife  died  when  her  daughter,  Mabel  (Mrs.  Boss),  was  a  child  of  live 
j'^ears.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Boss  have  two  children,  Lucile  I.,  who  was  bom 
June  20,  1906,  and  John  W.,  Jr.,  who  was  ))orn  March  6,  1910.  It  nay 
be  noted  that  Doctor  Boss  is  manager  of  the  Birmingham  Community 
News,  an  attractive  little  weekly  paper  that  was  established  in  1913  and 
that  is  issued  "in  the  interest  of  church,  school  and  other  commvmity 
activities."  The  beautiful  home  of  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Boss  is  known  for  its 
gracious  hospitality  and  one  of  its  most  attractive  features  is  the  fine 
library  that  has  been  collected  by  the  doctor  and  that  is  conceded  to  be 
one  of  the  best  private  libraries  in  the  eastern  i)art  of  Erie  County. 

E.  J.  Dakby.  In  his  native'  county,  which  has  liecn  his  place  of  resi- 
dence from  the  time  of  his  liirth  to  the  present,  Mr.  Darby  has  not  only 
been  a  successful  exponent  of  the  basic  industry  of  agriculture  but  in  the 
last  decade  he  has  also  given  special  attention  to  the  raising  of  apples. 
Realizing  the  imperative  necessity  of  bringing  to  bear  scientific  methods 
and  scrupulous  care  in  the  propagation  of  apjjles  and  other  fruits,  as  well 
as  in  the  achieving  maximum  returns  along  other  horticultural  lines, 
Mr.  Darby  has  been  indefatigable  in  his  study,  research  and  experi- 
menting, and  has  so  applied  his  authoritative  knowledge  as  to  achieve  un- 
qualified success  and  gain  high  prestige  as  one  of  the  representative 
fruit-growers  of  this  section  of  the  state.  Though  he  propagates  other 
fruits,  he  is  known  as  a  specialist  in  the  growing  of  apples,  and  his 
products  have  been  brought  up  to  the  highest  standard,  so  that  the  same 
invariably  command  the  highest  market  prices,  Cleveland  being  his  prin- 
cipal place  of  shipment. 

On  his  well  improved  farm  of  160  acres,  in  Florence  Township,  Mr. 
Darby  has  a  model  apple  orchard  of  thirty-flve  acres,  and  in  addition  to 
this  he  leases  another  orchard,  of  twelve  acres,  which  likewise  has  been 


860  HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  productivity  under  his  effective  manage- 
ment. Mr.  Darby  is  a  broad-gauged,  progressive  and  loyal  citizen, 
is  a  recognized  authority  in  fruit-culture,  and  he  merits  also  special 
distinction  by  reason  of  the  enthusiastic  service  he  has  given  in  connec- 
tion with  the  organization  and  development  of  the  local  organization  of 
the  Boy  Scouts,  of  which  he  is  master  and  in  the  furthering  of  the  inter- 
ests and  work  of  which  he  has  been  unsparing  in  his  time,  thought  and 
service,  animated  by  an  earnest  desire  to  aid  in  the  rearing  of  manly 
boys  and  the  encouraging  of  the  youngsters  in  the  cultivation  and  observ- 
ance of  hii;h  ideals.  Mr.  Darby's  unselfish  zeal  in  this  connection  is  the 
more  piaiscwoii hy  when  consideration  is  taken  of  the  fact  that  he  has 
no  chililiTii  (if  his  own. 

From  his  splendidly  thrifty  orchards  Mr.  Darby  has  received  an 
average  annual  yield  of  3,000  barrels.  He  specialized  in  the  raising  of 
the  Baldwin  type  of  apples,  which  he  finds  best  suited  to  the  soil  and 
climate,  and  of  this  ever  popular  variety  he  produces  the  finest  grades. 
From  his  orchard  of  thirty-five  acres  on  his  homestead  place  he  received 
gross  returns  to  the  amount  of  $10,000  in  the  season  of  1913,  and  the 
yield  for  the  season  of  1915  gives  ever  promise  of  rendering  far  better 
returns.  Mr.  Darby  sprays  the  trees  four  or  five  times  each  season,  as 
circumstances  and  judgment  dictate,  and  he  has  devised  a  system  of 
wiring  his  trees  by  a  method  that  affords  support  to  the  heavily  laden 
branches  in  much  more  effective  way  than  by  the  old  method  of  placing 
props  under  the  branches.  After  careful  experimeutation  in  the  three 
systems  of  cultivating  the  ground  about  the  trees,  the  insertion  of  mulch- 
ing, and  the  retention  of  the  sod,  he  has  found  most  successful  the  first 
two  mentioned,  and  utilizing  the  same,  he  gives  as  careful  supervision 
to  his  oicliafds  as  llic  aviiai^i'  farmer  does  to  the  details  of  agricultural 

industi'v  undiT  1(1 11  cDiidil  ions.    Mr.  Darby  has,  as  previously  noted, 

been  a  closr  stiidcnl  uf  IVuil  ciillure  during  the  past  ten  years,  but  he 
has  devoted  his  attention  to  apple-growing  as  a  special  business  only 
since  1912.  His  well  improved  farm,  including  his  orchard  of  thirty- 
five  acres,  is  most  eligibly  situated  in  the  forks  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  Vermilion  River,  and  his  leased  oi-chard  of  twelve  acres  is  in  the 
same  vicinity.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  Vermilion  River  Mr.  Darby 
has  twelve  acres,  on  which  is  situated  his  attractive  residence,  in  the  midst 
of  a  veritable  park  of  fine  native  trees,  and  this  place  is  directly  across 
the  river  from  the  Village  of  Birmingham,  which  is  his  postoffice  address. 

Mr.  Darby  is  liberal  and  public-spirited  in  his  civic  attitude,  he  is  a 
staunch  republican  in  his  pdlitiial  all('t>iance,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  (  Innvh  at  Birmingham.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  an  active  ami  inlliiciilial  member  of  the  local  grange  of 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandy,  and  he  served  most  effectively  as  master  of 
the  same.  He  was  one  of  the  most  zealous  and  influential  factors  in 
bringing  about  the  organization  of  the  local  troop  of  Boy  Scouts,  which 
now  has  a  meinlMisliip  roll  of  thirty-two  loyal  young  lads,  with  a  well 
trained  band  of  1\vcii1y-two  pieces.  As  master  of  the  Boy  Scouts  Mr. 
Darby  gives  iiiikIi  liinr  and  thought  to  the  instruction  and  entertaining 
of  the  boys,  in  the  instilling  of  manly  principles,  cleanness  of  mind  and 
high  ideals,  and  in  his  various  maneuvering  excursions  with  his  sturdy 
young  scouts  he  does  all  in  his  power  to  promote  in  the  boys  a  love  of 
nature  and  a  desire  to  study  and  have  "communion  with  her  visible 
forms,"  so  that  proper  thoughts  and  motives  may  be  acquired  by  the 
youngsters  and  the  critical  and  formative  period  of  their  eharacter- 
buildinf:;. 

Mr.  Darby  was  born  in  Berlin  Township,  this  county,  on  the  29th  of 
April,  1862.  and  was  there  reared  to  adult  age,  his  early  educational 
advan'lages  having  been  those  of  the  local  schools  and  his  first  instructor 
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having-  been  Mrs.  James  Anderson,  a  well  known  and  greatly  loved 
educator  of  that  period  in  the  county's  history.  From  his  youth  on- 
ward until  he  turned  his  attention  to  fruit-growing,  J\lr.  Darby  was 
actively  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  county,  and 
his  success  has  been  the  result  of  his  own  ability  and  well  ordered  en- 
deavors. He  is  a  sou  of  Sylvester  and  Elzina  (Beach)  Darby,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  latter  in  Ohio,  their 
marriage  having  been  solemnized  in  Erie  County,  this  state.  Sylvester 
Darby  was  long  identified  with  the  operation  of  the  Bailey  stone  quar- 
ries, at  Berlin  Heights,  and  he  continued  his  labors  in  this  connection 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  fifty-seven 
years  of  age.  His  wife  likewise  died  at  Berlin  Heights,  and  she  was 
forty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise :  both  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church  and  he  was  a  republican  in  his  political  pro- 
clivities. They  became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
of  whom  are  liviiiii-  ixiipt  one  daughter,  the  subject  of  this  review  hav- 
ing been  the  lliii-il  ill  (ii-.lcr  of  birth. 

In  Ploreiicr  Tdw  nsliii),  this  county,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
E.  J.  Darby  to  .Mrs.  Belle  (Rowland)  Carter,  who  was  born  in  the  State 
of  Iowa  and  who  was  seven  yeai-s  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal 
to  Erie  County,  where  her  father  engaged  in  farming.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Jane  (Andress)  Rowland,  both  of  whom  continued  their 
residence  in  this  county  until  their  death,  the  father  having  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  and  the  mother  at  seventy-nine  years  of  age 
and  both  having  been  members  of  the  ilethodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Darby  have  no  children,  but  by  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Darby 
has  one  daughter,  ]Miss  Jennie  M.  Carter,  who  remains  at  the  parental 
home.  She  was  afi'orded  excellent  educational  advantages,  including  a 
thorough  course  in  the  business  department  of  Oberlin  College,  and  for 
nine  years  she  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools,  as  a  suc- 
cessful and  popular  representative  of  the  pedagogic  profession.  She 
takes  deep  interest  in  the  fruit-growing  enterprise  of  Mr.  Darby  and 
ably  assists  him  in  his  research  as  well  as  in  the  practical  details  of 
the  business,  both  she  and  her  mother  being  popular  factors  in  the  social 
activities  of  their  home  community. 

Frep  J.  Rhine. MiLi^ER.  A  native  son  of  Erie  County  and  a  scion  of 
the  thin!  generation  of  the  family  in  this  favored  section  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  I\li-.  Rhinciiiiller  is  known,  with  all  consistency,  as  one  of  the  most 
progi-essive  and  successful  farmers  of  Huron  Township,  and  his  ad- 
mirably improved  and  productive  homestead  farm  is  most  eligibly  situ- 
ated, on  the  river  road  between  the  villages  of  Hui-on  and  Milan  and 
adjoining  the  corporate  limits  of  the  former  progressive  little  city, 
this  estate,  which  comprises  fifty  acres  of  the  finest  sandy-loam  land, 
being  a  part  of  the  old  Rhinerailler  and  Stapleton  homesteads  and  being 
unexcelled  in  productiveness  by  any  farm  land  in  Northern  Ohio.  The 
enterprise  of  Mr.  Rhinemiller  has  been  significantly  shown  in  the  fine 
and  essentially  modern  improvements  he  has  made  upon  his  farm,  as 
well  as  in  the  thrift  and  prosperity  that  mark  the  fertile  acres  and 
denote  him  one  of  the  energetic,  progressive  agriculturists  and  stock 
growers  of  his  native  county,  where  his  circle  of  friends  is  coincident 
with  that  of  his  acquaintances.  In  1907  Mr.  Rhinemiller  completed 
the  erection  of  his  fine  residence  of  ten  rooms,  the  same  being  of  attract- 
ive architectural  design  and  equipped  with  the  most  approved  of  modern 
facilities  and  appointments.  In  the  same  year  he  erected  his  substantia] 
bank  barn,  which  is  40  by  60  feet  in  dimensions,  all  other  buildings  on 
the  place  being  of  excellent  order  and  kept  in  the  best  of  condition. 
Mr.  Rhinemiller  also  owns  a  farm  of  forty  acres  situated  on  Vermilion 
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Township,  iit'ar  the  Joppa  Aleetiiig  House,  and  about  one  mile  i'roiu  the 
Lake  Shore  Electric  Railroad. 

On  the  old  homestead  of  his  parents,  a  jjart  of  which  is  included  in 
his  preseut  farm,  Mr.  Rhiuemiller  was  born  on  the  12th  of  August, 
1877,  and  the  founder  of  the  family  of  which  he  is  a  representative  of 
the  third  generation  in  Erie  (^ounty  was  his  grandfather,  John  Rhine- 
miller,  who  was  one  of  the  stei-lina:  jiioiipers  of  the  county  and  of  Huron 
Township,  where  he  obt.-iinnl  n  tr^irt  nf  wild  hmd.  in  the  '30s,  reclaiming 
one  of  the  tine  farms  nf  tln'  iiiuncci-  (l;iys  ;iih1  niie  that  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  his  grandson,  Arthur  ilhiiieiuiller,  a  brother  of  him  whose 
name  introduces  this  review.  John  Rhinemiller  initiated  his  arduous 
labors  by  making  on  his  land  the  clearing  on  whicli  he  built  his  rude 
log  cabin,  no  improvements  having  been  made  on  the  place  by  the 
former  owner,  who  had  obtained  the  tract  from  the  Government.  Mr. 
Rhinemiller  endured  the  full  tension  of  the  pioneer  days  and  was  one 
of  the  strong  and  noble  men  who  feontributed  in  generous  measure  to 
the  development  and  upbuilding  of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  re- 
mained on  his  farm  many  years  and  the  clasing  period  of  his  long  and 
useful  life  was  passed  in  the  Village  of  Huron,  where  he  died  in  the 
autumn  of  1878,  secure  in  the  high  regard  of  all  who  knew  him. 

John  Rhinemiller  Avas  born  in  German.y,  about  the  opening  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  in  his  fatherland  he  was  reared  to  maturity, 
as  was  also  his  wife,  Elizabeth.  In  their  native  land  were  born  their 
first  two  children — William,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Norwalk,  Huron 
County,  and  Christina,  the  third  child,  Elizabeth,  having  been  born  on 
shiplioard  wliilr  llir  I'aniily  were  en  route  to  America,  the  voyage  having 
hecn  made  on  :i  s,iiliii'_;  \issel  of  the  type  common  to  that  period,  and 
liaviniL;-  (■(hisiiiihmI  sc\ci'al  weeks.  From  New  Y'ork  City  Mr.  Rhinemiller 
i-aiiH-  widi  his  t'aiiiil\-  tn  Ohio,  and  upon  his  arrival  in  Erie  County 
his  i-ash  caiiilal  was  I'rprcscnfed  in  the  sum  of  only  fifty  cents.  Industry 
and  scll-reliaiire  enabled  him  to  achieve  success  in  his  labors  as  a  pioneer 
farnier.  and  in  his  achieving  of  prosperity  lie  was  effectively  aided  by 
his  wife,  who  proved  a  devoted  companion  and  helpmeet.  These  worthy 
pioneers  were  charter  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Huron,  and 
with  his  own  money  Mr.  Rhinemillei-  provided  foe  the  erection  of  the 
first  church  edifice,  which  naturally  was  one  of  crude  order.  He  was 
a  local  preacher  in  the  Lutheran  faith  and  continued  his  zealous  service 
in  this  capacity  until  the  inlirmitii  s  (if  mhanrcd  \cars  niadr  this  iiii[)os- 
sible.  Plis  life  was  guided  and  .uoMTiicd  hy  Ihc  highrst  priiiciph's  and 
ideals,  and  the  tolerance  and  kindliness  ever  shown  by  him  and  his  wife 
gave  them  secure  place  iu  the  affectionate  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them. 
Six  children  were  born  after  the  fanuly  immigration  to  the  United 
States :  John,  Jr.,  father  of  the  sub.jeet  of  this  sketch,  will  be  individu- 
ally recognized  in  a  succeeding  paragraph ;  Joseph,  who  married  and 
is  survived  by  children,  was  a  resident  of  the  State  of  New  York  at  the 
time  of  his  death ;  Henry,  the  eldest  of  those  liorn  in  Ohio,  continued  his 
residence  in  the  State  of  ilicliiuan  unlil  his  dratli  and  was  survived  by 
a  number  of  children.  Martha  and  Clirisliana  died  wlien  young  women, 
and  one  child  died  in  infancy. 

John  Rhinciiiillii-.  Jr..  was  boi-n  on  the  pioneer  homestead  of  which 

c,  and  lie  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Erie  County. 

iiinal  advantages  were  those  afforded  in  the  primi- 

II is  cnlirc  arti\r  career  was  one  of  close  ideiilifica- 

1    |iuisuils,   and    lie   eventually  became   the  owner 

icstead.  wlu'i'c  he  contiiuied  his  successful  endeav- 

il   ins  tragic  death,  on  the  10th  of  January,  1912, 

riving  over  a  railroad  crossing  between  his 

Ufon,     lie  was  a   man  of  upright  character, 
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eommanded  unqualified  popular  esteem  in  his  native  county,  was  a 
republican  in  his  political  allegiance  and  was  loyal  and  public-spirited 
in  his  civic  attitude.  The  maiden  name  of  his  first  wife  was  Garret,  and 
she  passed  her  entire  life  in  Ohio,  her  death  having  occurred  when  she 
was  in  the  prime  of  life,  aiid  a  son  and  daughter  surviving  her — Court- 
land,  who  is  a  machinist  by  trade  and  vocation  and  who  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  Gale  Manufacturing  Company  at  Albion,  Michigan,  and  Cora, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Heymau,  the  latter  being  individually  men- 
tioned on  other  pages  of  this  review.  For  his  second  wife  John  Rhine- 
millei-,  Jr.,  wedded  Miss  Margai'et  Paule,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Fremont,  Ohio,  and  who  did  not  long  survive  the  shock  and  bereave- 
ment entailed  by  the  death  of  her  honored  liusband,  .she  having  passed 
away  exactlj'  one  year  after  his  acciihnhil  death.  Both  were  devoted 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Clmivh,  :iii,l  .Mr.  Rhinemiller,  a  stalwart 
advocate  of  the  cause  of  the  republican  i»arty,  was  known  as  a  most  pro- 
gressive and  public-spirited  citizen.  He  was  born  August  5,  1844,  and 
thus  was  nearly  sixty-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  Of 
the  children  of  John  and  Margaret  (Paule)  Rhinemiller,  the  eldest  is 
Fred  J.,  of  this  review.  Arthur  Joseph  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  of  his  grandfather,  as  already  noted  in  this  context ;  George  E.  is 
the  subject  of  an  individual  sketch  on  other  pages  of  this  volume. 

Fred  J.  Rhinemiller  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  his  discipline  included  that  of  the  high  school  at  Huron. 
He  has  never  found  it  his  wish  to  abate  his  allegiance  to  the  great  basic 
industries  under  the  benignant  influences  of  which  he  was  reared,  and 
he  .justly  takes  pride  in  being  one  of  the  successful  farmers  and  stock 
raisers  of  his  native  county,  the  while  he  is  ever  ready  to  lend  his 
vigorous  support  to  enterprises  and  measures  advanced  for  the  social  and 
material  wellbeing  of  the  community,  his  political  standard  being  that 
of  the  republican  party,  with  which  he  has  been  aligned  from  the  time 
of  attaining  to  his  legal  majority.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  his  wife  is  a  communicant  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

The  Village  of  Huron  figured  as  the  stage  on  which  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Rhinemiller  to  Miss  Catherine  Banville,  who  was 
born  in  Liverpool,  England,  in  the  year  1879,  and  who  was  a  child 
at  the  time  of  her  parents'  immigration  to  the  United  States,  she  being 
a  daughter  of  John  and  ilargaret  Banville,  both  natives  of  Ireland, 
whence  they  went  to  England  after  their  marriage,  their  immigration 
to  Americahaving  occnrrod  about  the  year  1880  and  their  home  having 
soon  afterward  l)ccii  (st.ililisluMl  in  the  Village  of  Huron,  this  county. 
Mr.  Banville  was  idintilifd  with  the  work  of  the  docks  at  this  port  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  September,  1910,  when  he  was  instantly  killed 
by  being  struck  by  an  empty  coal  car  which  was  moving  on  a  switch 
track  and  of  the  approach  of  which  he  was  not  aware.  He  was  fifty- 
seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  his  widow  still  maintains 
her  home  in  Huron,  and  four  sons  and  the  one  daughter  survive  the 
honored  father.  It  is  a  singular  coincidence  that  the  father  of  Mr. 
Rhinemiller  and  the  father  of  Mrs.  Rhinemiller  both  met  tragic  death 
in  railway  accidents.  Mrs.  Rhinemiller  continued  her  studies  in  the 
public;  sciiools  until  she  had  completed  the  curriculum  of  the  Huron 
High  School,  in  which  she  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1898,  and  she  is  a  popular  factor  in  the  social  activities  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  she  has  resided  from  her  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rhinemiller  have  three  chidren — Florence  M.,  who  was  born  August  30. 
1900,  and  who  is  now  a  student  in  the  Huron  High  School;  Donald 
William,  who  was  born  February  20,  1903,  and  who  is  in  the  graded 
schools;  and  Charles  F.,  who  was  born  Octo])er  30,  1914. 
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John  Dickel.  To  take  a  tract  of  brush  covered  and  undrained 
land  and  convei't  it  by  years  of  patient  labor  into  a  fertile  and  productive 
farm  is  one  of  the  most  important  contributions  that  an  individual  citi- 
zen can  make  to  such  an  agricultural  county  as  Erie.  Such  has  been 
the  performance  of  John  Dickel,  one  of  the  progressive  young  farmers 
and  capable  citizens  of  Florence  Township. 

Born  in  Vermilion  Township  November  29,  1876,  John  Dickel  is  a 
son  of  George  and  Catherine  (Cook)  Dickel,  who  wei-e  both  natives  of 
Germany  and  were  of  old  German  stock.  George  Dickel  was  born  Feb- 
riiai'\-  -•''>,  ls:i7.  and  recently  passed  his  seventy-eighth  birthday.  His 
wilV  w.-is  lidi'ii  four  years  later,  and  died  October  20,  1905,  at  her  home 
at  Ilarprrs  ('oruers  in  Berlin  Township.  They  gi-ew  up  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Germany,  and  while  living  in  that  country  four  children  were 
born  to  them:  Mary,  Eliza,  Anna  and  Charles,  all  of  whom  are  still 
living  and  are  married.  They  came  as  a  family  to  America  soon  after 
the  liirth  of  the  son  Charles,  and  spent  twenty-one  days  in  a  sailing  ves- 
sel which  conveyed  them  from  Germany  to  New  York  City.  From  there 
they  came  on  to  Vermilion  Township,  where  George  Dickel  bought 
seventy-six  acres  of  land  and  erected  upon  it  a  good  house  and  barn.  He 
lived  there  a  number  of  years,  and  then  removed  to  Ceylon  in  Berlin 
Townsliip.  but  after  the  death  of  his  wife  went  to  live  with  a  daughter  in 
Vermilion  Town.ship.  Three  yeai's  later  he  married  Catherine  Hinze, 
a  widow,  and  a  neighbor  of  long  standing,  and  they  are  now  living  in 
Vermilion  Township,  and  are  bright,  active  people.  After  coming  to 
this  country  George  Dickel  and  wife  had  the  following  children :  IMartha, 
wif(;  of  Ed  Kishman,  a  farmer  in  Vermilion  Township ;  Elizabeth  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Walper,  and  they  now  occupy  the  old  Dickel  home- 
stead in  Vermilion  Township  and  have  several  children ;  the  next  is  John 
Dickel ;  Gertrude  is  the  wife  of  Elva  Heiman,  and  they  live  on  a  farm  at 
Castalia  in  this  county  and  have  four  children;  George  is  a  farmer  in 
Vermilion  Township  and  by  his  marriage  to  Florence  Neiding  has  four 
children. 

John  Dickel  grew  up  in  Erie  County  and  made  the  best  u.se  of  his 
advantages  in  the  local  schools.  At  the  age  of  thirteen,  however,  he 
started  out  to  earn  his  own  living,  and  has  been  a  hard  and  industrious 
worker  ever  since.  His  capital  consisted  of  ambition,  his  determination 
1o  siu-ceed  and  considerable  aMlily  in  adapting  himself  to  circumstances. 
He  carefully  saved  his  earniii'-:s  ami  linally  invested  them  in  115  acres, 
included  in  his  present  farm  on  tlie  Central  Ridge  Road  in  Florence 
Township.  That  land  was  largely  covered  with  brush  and  he  cleared 
that  off  and  has  laid  35,000  feet  of  tile  for  drainage.  This  land  now  pro- 
duces under  his  management  abundant  crops  of  wheat,  corn,  oats  and 
IKilalofs  and  as  a  potato  grower  he  has  produced  between  150  to  200 
liiislicis  per  acre  for  a  number  of  years.  One  crop  of  potatoes  which 
attracted  considerable  attention  was  the  growing  of  110  bushels  from 
six  bushels  of  seed  potatoes.  Mr.  Dickel  manages  his  farm  on  the  rota- 
tion principle  and  raises  about  fifteen  acres  of  wheat,  ten  acres  of  oats, 
twenty-five  acres  of  corn,  and  gets  the  maximum  yield  per  acre.  He 
has  put  in  numerous  building  improvements,  including  a  modern  and 
commodious  barn  with  basement  on  a  foundation  36x70  feet,  and  his 
family  also  live  in  a  small  but  comfortable  home.  Another  improve- 
ment wliich  attracts  attention  and  commends  him  as  a  progressive  agri- 
culturist is  a  sixty-five  ton  silo.  The  water  supply  for  both  stock  and 
domestic  purposes  is  secured  from  a  running  spring. 

A  capable  factor  in  gaining  this  prosperity  has  been  his  excellent 
companion  and  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ada  Hill.  She  was  bcrn 
n(>ar  licr  pr(>scnt  home  in  Florence  Township  October  19,  1879,  and  was 
educated  ill  tlie  :\Iason  (^niers  sclioolhouse  not  far  from  where  her  par- 
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ents,  Newman  and  Sarah  (Hoyt)  Hill,  lived.  Her  parents  are  now  liv- 
ing on  a  twelve  acre  farm  in  Florence  Township,  but  for  a  number  Of 
years  after  their  marriage  they  occupied  the  old  homestead  of  his  father, 
John  Hill,  who  was  among  the  pioneer  citizens  of  Erie  County.  John 
Hill  and  wife  lived  to  a  great  age  and  died  witliin  a  few  weeks  of  each 
other,  being  stricken  by  pneumonia  when  nearly  ninety  years  of  age. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickel  have  two  children,  Roy  C,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 20,  1908,  and  is  now  attending  the  same  school  where  his  mother 
received  her  education,  and  Ethel  May,  born  June  26,  1915.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dickel  ai-e  active  members  of  Florence  Grange  No.  1844,  Patrons 
of  Husbandry,  and  they  attend  the  Reformed  Church  in  Florence.  In 
politics  he  is  a  democrat. 

Claude  H.  Collingwood.  Among  the  young  people  who  are  vigor- 
ously performing  their  part  as  substantial  agriculturists  in  Florence 
Township  should  be  iiniitiiiiicil  Mr.  nnd  ]\lrs.  Claude  H.  Collingwood, 
both  of  whom  are  idi'iitiliid  willi  llic  old  sdtli^d  stock  in  this  county  and 
have  proved  themselves  ludst  cap^ilili'  jind  useful  members  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  they  now  reside.  It  is  becoming  a  truism  that  a  small 
farm  well  managed  is  a  more  valuable  asset  not  only  to  its  owners  but  to 
the  community  than  a  large  tract  of  land  under  the  slack  and  loose 
management  of  early  days,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collingwood  are  giving 
further  substantial  proof  to  that  experience. 

While  he  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Erie  County,  Claude  H. 
Collingwood  was  born  in  Townsend  Township  of  Huron  County,  June 
22,  1882.  When  four  years  of  age  he  was  brought  to  Florence  Town- 
ship by  his  parents.  Henry  B.  and  Amy  S.  (Carley)  Collingwood,  who 
were  both  natives  of  Erie  County  and  are  now  living  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, his  father  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  and  his  mother  at  fifty-five.  He 
is  a  machinist  by  trade  and  comes  of  old  English  ancestrj'.  The  par- 
ents are  members  of  the  ^Melliodist  Kinscopal  Church. 

The  only  child  of  his  ]i:iieiiis,  Claude  H.  Collingwood  grew  up  in 
the  rural  environment  of  Fhirenee  Township,  and  soon  after  reaching 
manhood  was  married  to  Miss  Bertha  A.  Young.  She  was  born  in 
Brighton  Township  in  Lorain  County  thirty-three  years  ago,  and  when 
still  a  child  was  brought  into  Florence  Township,  where  her  parents 
bought  twenty  acres  at  Masons  Corners  on  Chappell  Creek,  which 
stream  furnishes  drainage  for  the  farm.  Her  parents  spent  the  rest 
of  their  lives  there.  Mrs.  Collingwood 's  father  was  the  late  Willard 
Young,  who  died  in  1905  at  the  age  of  sixty.  He  was  born  in  Ohio, 
a  son  of  John  Young,  who  was  twice  married  and  died  when  past  ninety 
at  Wellington.  Ohio,  having  been  the  father  of  ten  children  by  his  first 
wife  and  one  by  the  second  marriage,  all  but  one  of  them  now  deceased. 
Willard  Young  married  Emily  Jarrett,  who  was  born  in  England,  and 
was  a  sister  of  the  late  Richard  Jarrett.  mentioned  on  other  pages.  Mrs. 
Young  came  in  childhood  from  England  with  her  parents,  and  grew  up 
and  received  her  education  in  Oliio  and  was  a  most  devoted  wife  and 
mother  until  the  time  of  her  death  on  May  22,  1889.  She  was  reared  in 
the  faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Willard  Young  and  wife  had  two 
daughters:  Mrs.  Collingwood  and  her  sister.  Amy  S.,  who  is  still  un- 
married and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  which  she  and  her  sister.  Bertha, 
inherited  from  their  father. 

Mr.  Collingwood  is  now  occupying  and  directing  the  operations  of 
a  good  farm  of  twenty-five  acres.  He  has  four  acres  in  fruit,  largely 
peaches,  has  a  large  red  barn  with  white  trimmings  .standing  on  a 
foundation  30x40  feet,  and  nearby  is  a  thirty-ton  silo.  The  farm  house 
comprises  nine  rooms,  and  while  his  land  and  orchard  return  him  good 
profits  under  his  management,  he  also  has  the  facilities  and  conveniences 
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for  comfortable  living.  Mr.  and  ilrs.  Collingwood  have  two  children; 
Bradley  Y.,  born  in  1905  and  is  now  in  the  fifth  grade  of  the  public 
schools ;  and  Amy  Norene,  who  was  born  in  1908  and  is  also  in  school. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collingwood  are  members  of  Florence  Grange  No.  1844, 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  Mrs.  Collingwood  is  past  Pomona  of  that 
grange.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  and  both  are  well  known  and 
popular  in  local  social  circles. 

Edward  R.  Hiltox.  As  a  practical  lumberman  and  lumber  sales- 
man there  is  no  business  man  in  Erie  County  more  proficient  than 
Edward  R.  Hilton  of  Huron.  When  he  was  a  boy  he  acquired  U  prac- 
tical experience  in  the  lumber  woods  of  Michigan,  and  graduated  from 
till'  work  of  a  logger  and  sawmill  operator  into  the  ranks  of  a  com- 
mercial salesman.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  Hilton  is  the  commercial 
representative  with  headquarters  at  Huron  but  covering  the  general 
trade  of  northern  Ohio  for  three  large  southern  lumber  companies. 
These  are  the  Crossett  Lumber  Company  of  Crossett,  Arkansas:  the 
Enoch  Bros.  Lumber  Company  of  Fernwood,  Mississippi;  and  the  Rud 
dick  Orleans  Cypress  Company  of  New  Orleans.  These  companies  are 
among  the  largest  in  their  respective  lines  in  the  South.  The  Cypress 
Company  handle  cypress  lumber  exclusively,  while  the  Crossett  p.eople 
are  manul":ic1in-efs  and  dealers  in  short-leaf  yellow  pine,  and  the  Enoch 
Bros,  hniiille  Imlli  hmg  and  short-leaf  pine  lumber.  Mr.  Hilton's  trade 
territory  as  npicsentative  of  these  companies  also  extends  to  the  City 
of  Detroit  as  well  as  northern  Ohio.  He  has  been  with  the  Ruddiek  firm 
for  fifteen  years,  with  the  Crossett  nine  years,  and  with  Enoch  Bros., 
two  years. 

Mr.  Hilton  has  twenty-five  years  of  active  and  consecutive  experience 
in  the  selling  end  of  the  lumber  industry,  and  all  in  Ohio  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years  in  the  New  England  states.  In  Ohio  he  first  rep- 
resented sDiiie  Micliii:aii  firms,  first  being  engaged  in  selling  the  output 
of  the  Henry  Sleplinis  ( 'miiiiany  of  St.  Helen,  Roscommon  County,  Mich- 
igan, and  Iwo  yravs  laler  going  into  the  employ  of  J.  W.  Howri  y  of 
Saginaw,  whose  mills  are  in  Ontario.  Subsequently  he  was  for  eight 
.years  Ohio  representative  of  the  Stearns  Salt  &  Lumber  Company  of 
Ludington,  Michigan.  Since  leaving  this  jMiehigan  firm  he  has  been 
coimiiei-cial  representative  for  one  or  more  of  the  southern  compar.ies 
already  ineiil ioned.  Mr.  Hilton  disposes  of  lumber  to  the  aggregate  of 
beiweeii  lilleeu  and  twenty  million  feet  each  year,  and  sells  only  in 
cai'load  lots. 

Mr.  Hilton  moved  to  Huron  sixteen  years  ago,  and  has  always  lived 
on  Center  Street  in  lliat  village  and  in  1905  constructed  a  comfortable 
and  attractive  residence,  eight  rooms  and  equipped  with  all  the  modern 
conveniences  and  facilities.  During  the  first  two  years  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Huron  ]\Ir.  Hilton  was  a  general  representative  for  the  Robin- 
.son  Lumber  Company  of  Huron.  Edward  R.  Hilton  was  born  and 
reared  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  is  Still  in  the  prime  of  life,  being 
about  forty-seven  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  left  school  and 
liad  his  first  experience  in  some  of  the  Detroit  lumber  yards.  At  eighteen 
he  went  to  tlie  mills,  and  practically  grew  up  in  the  lumber  region  of 
Michigan.  He  leani(>d  all  the  details  of  the  business  from  the  logging 
of  the  timber  to  ilie  manufacture  and  distribution  of  the  finished  prod- 
uct, and  this  ex|ieiieiiie  and  practical  knowledge  of  lumber,  together 
with  his  aggressive  cik  ri:\-  as  a  salesman  have  counted  as  the  most  im- 
portant factors  in  his  success. 

Mr.  Hilton  comes  of  English  and  Holland  ancestry.  A  numbcT-  of 
generations  back  the  family  name  was  Van  Hilton,  but  the  first  part  of 
tliat  name  was  dropped  during  the  English  residence.    His  gi-andfather, 
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Thomas  Hilton,  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and  emigrated  from  that 
country  to  Hamilton,  Ontario,  living  there  a  number  of  years.  At 
Hamilton,  Ontario,  was  born  Henry  Hilton  in  1838.  He  grew  up  in 
Canada,  and  married  Harriet  Holden,  who  was  born  in  Bi-adford, 
Canada.  Her  father,  Jeremiah  Holden,  was  born  at  Brattleboro,  Ver- 
mont, and  in  1835,  married  a  North  Irish  girl  named  Julia  0 'Conner. 
Henry  Hilton  and  wife  removed  from  Canada  to  Detroit,  and  in  that 
city  the  father  of  Henry  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-three.  Henry  Hilton 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  He  was  a  carriage  trimmer.  His  wife  died 
in  Detroit  in  1913.  The  family  in  later  generations  were  members  of 
the  Jlethodist  Church. 

Edward  R.  Hilton,  who  was  one  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  and 
tlie  only  member  of  the  family  living  in  Ohio,  married  at  Huron  Miss 
Mary  Halladay,  who  was  born  near  Huron  on  her  father's  farm  in  1875, 
and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Huron  High  School.  IMention  of  the  Halladay 
family  will  be  found  on  other  pages.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilton  have  two 
children:  Ruth  E.,  who  graduated  from  the  Hiiron  High  School  in 
1915  and  while  in  school  took  an  active  part  in  athletics,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  basketball  team,  and  Edward  R.,  Jr.,  attending  the  grade 
schools.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Hilton  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  he  is  a  vestryman.  He  is  treasurer  of  IMarks  Lodge  No.  359,  F.  & 
A.  JI.,  at  Huron;  of  Milan  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Erie  Commandery,  K.  L., 
of  Sandusky,  Ohio;  and  Toledo  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a  republican  in  national  affairs. 

George  I.  Haise.  Including  the  son  of  George  I.  Haise,  now  active 
manager  of  the  fine  home  farm,  there  have  been  four  successive  genera- 
tions of  this  family  to  contribute  to  the  material  advancement  of  Erie 
County  and  Florence  Township,  particularly  to  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  this  community.  Those  bearing  the  name  have  always  been 
accounted  men  of  industry,  initiative  and  energy,  doing  whatever  they 
have  found  to  do  in  an  intelligent  and  thoroughly  capable  manner,  and 
the  members  of  the  younger  generation  are  as  noteworthy  in  these  re- 
spects as  those  who  found  Erie  Countj^  a  wilderness  when  they  first 
came  here. 

The  Haise  family  has  been  identified  with  Erie  County  since  1828, 
and  while  a  number  of  families  have  lived  here  for  a  longer  time,  there 
have  been  none  who  have  exemplified  more  thrift  and  more  of  the  hon- 
est virtues  of  good  citizenship.  The  first  of  the  name  to  come  into 
this  section  of  northern  Ohio  was  John  Haise,  the  grandfather  of  George 
I.  Haise.  John  Haise  was  brought  up  an  orphan  boy  by  a  Connecticut 
farmer,  and  acquired  the  habit  and  practice  of  spelling  his  name 
Haise  instead  of  Hayes  as  is  the  usual  custom.  He  had  some  difficulty 
with  his  foster  father  in  Connecticut,  and  ran  away,  going  to  New  York 
State,  and  among  his  early  experiences  there  was  engaged  in  rafting 
lumber  down  the  Hudson  River,  and  also  for  some  time  conducted  a 
hotel  in  New  York  State.  In  1828  he  ventured  into  the  western  wilds 
of  Ohio,  making  the  trip  up  the  Hudson  River,  through  the  Erie  Canal 
to  Buffalo  and  thence  by  lake  to  Sandusky,  and  finally  arrived  in 
Florence  Township,  "While  in  Cuyahoga  County  he  met  and  married 
Miss  Hannah  Gates,  who  was  his  capable  helpmate  and  loyal  wife  dur- 
ing the  rest  of  her  years.  After  coming  to  Florence  Township  John 
Haise  purchased  168 'acres  through  ]\Ir.  Wakemau.  the  agent  for  the  old 
Connecticut  fire  lands.  This  tract  was  nearly  all  wild,  though  it  had  a 
rude  log  house  and  a  clearing  of  a  few  acres,  representing  the  im- 
provements of  the  first  owner,  Lemuel  Blackman,  who  had  lived  there 
since  prior  to  the  War  of  1812.  Thus  has  been  sketched  briefly  the 
facts  which  would  be   contained   in   an   abstract  of  title   to  land   now 
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owucd  by  George  I.  Haise  who  lives  on  the  homestead  which  his  father 
acquired  as  his  portion  from  the  estate  of  his  father,  John  Haise,  who 
in  turn  secured  it  in  its  raw  condition  from  Blaekman,  the  original 
settler,  whose  title  came  direct  from  the  government.  After  purchas- 
ing this  laud  John  Haise  lived  to  see  many  remarkable  improvements 
not  only  in  his  own  fai'm  but  in  the  country  around  him.  He  replaced  the 
old  log  house  with  a  more  substantial  structure  of  the  same  material, 
and  subsequently  erected  a  frame  house.  Before  his  death  he  divided 
most  of  the  farm  into  tracts  which  he  gave  his  children,  retaining  only 
a  small  homestead  of  fourteen  acres,  where  he  and  his  wife  lived  in 
comfort  the  rest  of  their  days.  He  died  in  1861  at  the  age  of  eighty, 
while  she  passed  away  in  June,  1874,  aged  eighty-four.  She  was  one 
of  the  early  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Florence.  John 
Haise  by  his  character  and  activities  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
a  large  community,  and  deserves  a  lasting  memory  by  the  descendants 
of  the  early  pioneers  of  Erie  County.  One  of  the  prominent  traits  of 
his  character  was  his  trustfulness,  and  many  times  he  loaned  money 
to  poor  and  needy  men  taking  only  their  word  of  honor  for  repay- 
ment, and  it  is  said  that  he  never  lost  a  cent  by  these  transactions,  a 
fact  which  proves  that  lie  |h  ssi  s-,eil  an  excellent  judgment  of  men.  Of 
the  children  of  John  Ihiise  ami  wife  a  brief  record  is  given  of  the  fol- 
lowing: Sallie,  who  maiiied  Jacob  Shoff,  both  deceased;  Edwin,  who 
spent  his  life  on  a  portion  of  his  father's  old  homestead,  married  Ann 
Klady,  and  left  two  sons  and  two  daughters;  Polly  married  Henry 
Trauger,  and  they  moved  from  Ohio  to  Indiana,  and  one  died  in  Mich- 
igan and  the  other  in  Erie  County,  leaving  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter; Abigail  married  Harwin  Andress,  and  they  and  their  two  sons  and 
two  daughters  are  all  deceased;  Daniel  E.  is  next  in  age  and  is  mon- 
fioncd  below;  Angeline  married  John  Mason,  and  at  their  death  they 
left  children.  Daniel  E.  Haise,  father  of  George  I.,  was,  like  the  other 
children,  born  in  New  York  State,  his  birth  occurring  near  ilount 
Morris,  March  9,  1825.  He  was  less  than  four  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  came  out  to  Erie  County,  and  he  succeeded  to  the  ownership 
of  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead  in  Florence  Township  already  de- 
scribed. He  was  thrifty,  a  good  business  man,  and  a  capable  farmer, 
and  added  to  his  possessions  until  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1903  he 
owned  111  acres.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics  and  stood  high  m 
the  community.  He  M'as  married  in  Florence  Township  to  Louise 
Roland.  She  "was  born  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  May,  1825,  and 
was  quite  young  when  she  was  brought  to  Florence  Township  in  Erie 
County.  Her  parents,  Sylvester  and  Fannie  (Chapman)  Roland  on 
coming  to  Erie  County  bought  land  adjoining  the  Haise  farm.  They 
were  both  natives  of  rniineefieiil  and  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  on  the 
old  home  in  Floivnee  Tdwiisliii.,  where  they  died  when  about  eighty 
years  of  ago.  Syl\'eslei-  Kola  ml  was  a  I'arpenter  by  trade,  and  one  of 
"tile  inleresfiiiij:  ]M.ssessioiis  (if  (ieiii-ev  1.  Haise  is  an  old  hand  made  square 
wliieh  Ills  LTaiidlatliei-  IJelaiui  employed  in  his  trade  for  a  number  of 
ycai's.  'i'lie  Ijelaiids  weiv  aetiv.'  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  grandfatlier  Roland  was  a  republican  and  a  strong  abolitionist  and 
was  active  in  conducting  the  underground  railroad  in  the  ante-bellum 
days,  assisting  many  a  fugitive  slave  to  safety  across  the  Canadian 
border.  Mrs.  Louise  Haise  died  at  her  home  in  Florence  Township  in 
1877.  She  was  a  woman  of  whom  it  could  be  said  that  she  looked  well 
after  the  ways  of  her  household,  was  devout  in  her  religious  per- 
formance, and  attended  the  Presbyterian  Church.  She  was  one  of  a 
family  of  one  son  and  three  daughters,  all  of  them  now  deceased.  Her 
own  children  were  two:  George  I.  and  John.  The  latter,  who  was  born 
Jidv  14,  1851,  and  died  November  7,  1S97,  married  Maiy  Baker,  who  is 
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now  married  again  and  living  in  Russell  County,  Kansas,  but  has  no 
children  by  either  marriage. 

George  I.  Haise,  who  introduces  the  third  generation  of  the  fam- 
ily in  Erie  County,  was  born  April  27,  1850,  near  the  old  farm  in  Flor- 
ence Township  which  he  now  owns.  He  grew  up  and  received  his  educa- 
tion largely  in  Erie  County  and  one  of  his  instructors  was  the  noted 
Job  Fish,  who  figured  so  prominently  in  local  educational  affairs.  He 
also  attended  a  special  course  in  Oberlin  College,  where  he  took  mathe- 
matics and  engineering,  and  since  early  manhood  has  pi'oved  himself 
a  capable  and  successful  farmer.  In  addition  to  the  land  which  he 
acquired  from  the  old  family  estate,  he  has  bought  more,  and  now  owns 
298  acres.  It  is  fine  land,  well  improved,  well  stocked,  and  has  excellent 
house  and  farm  buildings.  In  later  years  he  has  turned  over  its  active 
management  to  his  capable  son,  and  is  now  in  a  position  to  enjoy  life 
somewhat  at  leisure. 

In  their  native  township  George  I.  Haise  and  Miss  Belle  Spore  were 
married,  and  she  was  born  May  4,  1853,  three  years  after  her  husband. 
She  received  a  good  education  in  the  local  public  schools  and  in  the  Nor- 
walk  High  School  and  for  several  years  before  her  marriage  was  a 
teacher  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Haise  properly  take 
pride  in  their  family  of  children.  Louise,  the  oldest,  was  educated  in 
the  local  public  schools,  was  trained  as  a  nurse  at  Tewksbury,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  for  her  first  husband  married  Dr.  Thomas  McKee,  who 
died  leaving  her  one  daughter,  IMary  B.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  E. 
B.  Sikes,  who  is  a  graduate  in  theology  from  Oberlin  and  is  now  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Demarest,  Georgia,  and  they  have  a 
daughter  named  Ruth.  Winifred  B.,  the  second  daughter,  was  for 
some  years  an  active  member  of  that  noted  organization  known  as  the 
Cleveland  Ladies  Orchestra,  with  which  she  traveled  over  the  United 
States,  and  later  for  one  year  was  with  the  Chicago  Ladies  Orchestra. 
She  is  a  talented  musician,  and  a  performer  on  the  bass  viol  and  also  a 
cornetist.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  English,  who  has  charge  of  a 
park  at  Pullman,  a  .suburb  of  Chicago.  Warren  D.,  the  only  son,  was 
graduated  from  the  Florence  High  Schnal.  spent  three  years  in  Oberlin 
College,  and  one  year  in  the  Ohio  Slatr  I'liivirsily  at  Columbus,  and 
having  completed  his  education  has  i)r(i\ril  a  skillful  and  enterprising 
farmer  and  is  now  looking  after  the  mauagviuent  of  the  land  which  his 
great-grandfather  acquired  nearly  ninety  years  ago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Haise  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Florence.  He  has  long  been  an  active  figure  in  public  af- 
fairs both  in  his  home  township  and  in  the  county.  For  twelve  years 
he  was  president  of  the  board  of  education,  and  has  done  a  great  deal  to 
maintain  high  standards  in  the  local  schools  and  has  shown  almost 
equal  interest  in  the  improvement  of  the  roads  and  in  every  commu- 
nity lietterment.  He  also  served  the  county  as  one  of  the  eommissiopers 
from  1902  to  1905,  a  term  of  three  years. 

John  Bare  Butler.  This  is  a  name  bespeaking  a  large  family 
relationship  with  pioneer  settlers  in  Erie  County.  The  Butlers  had 
their  share  in  pioneer  things,  with  agriculture  as  their  chief  vocation, 
and  an  examination  of  the  records  show  them  to  have  been  stanch  de- 
fenders of  their  country,  upholders  of  morality  and  religion,  and  peo- 
ple of  the  finest  qualities  of  neighborliness  and  usefulness. 

The  fine  Berlin  Township  farm  of  John  B.  Butler  is  located  just 
west  of  the  old  George  Butler  place  where  he  was  bom  July  22,  1845. 
His  grandparents  were  David  and  Abigail  (Barr)  Butler,  who  came 
from  Delaware.  David  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  a  few 
years  after  its  close  brought  his  family  out  to  Ohio  and  located  on  a 
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tract  of  the  fire  lands  in  Erie  County.  His  location  was  on  tlie  line  be- 
tween Berlin  and  .Milan  townships.  He  and  his  wife  endured  the 
privations  associated  with  a  log  cabin  home,  surrounded  by  a  wilderness 
of  forest  and  marsh,  and  in  the  course  of  time  he  was  able  to  substitute 
a  frame  house  for  the  old  log  cabin  and  he  spent  many  years  in  useful 
labor  and  citizenship  in  this  section.  His  wife  died  in  Milan,  Ohio, 
while  David  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his  son  George  on  the  old  state 
roail  in  Milan  Township  when  more  than  eighty  years  of  age.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  affiliated  with  the 
democi'atie  party.  Of  the  nine  children  of  David  and  Abigail  all  grew 
to  adult  age  except  two,  and  most  of  them  married  and  all  are  now 
deceased. 

George  Butler,  the  oldest  son  of  David,  was  still  a  boy  when  the 
family  came  to  Erie  County  and  had  the  practical  training  of  those 
who  grew  up  in  pioneer  surroundings.  He  was  a  farmer  of  more  than 
ordinary  enterprise,  and  one  monument  to  his  endeavors  is  the  farm  of 
100  acres  still  known  as  the  George  Butler  place,  which  he  had  bought 
and  partly  developed  before  his  marriage.  George  Butler  married 
Lydia  Monroe,  who  came  from  jMassachusetts,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Joel  Jlonroe,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  died  in  Jlilau  Township 
of  Erie  County.  Another  daughter  of  Joel  Monroe  was  the  mother  of 
Hudson  Tuttle,  who  became  one  of  the  best  known  of  Ohio  authors 
and  scholars  and  left  a  large  number  of  works  covering  the  field  of 
pliilosophy  and  religion.  After  his  marriage  George  Butler  continued 
the  improvement  and  development  of  his  new  farm,  which  he  had  found 
largely  an  area  of  stumps,  and  in  time  bought  another  place  situated  on 
the  old  state  road,  and  while  living  there  he  passed  away  October  20, 
1889,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  five  months,  seventeen  days.  He 
had  siii'\i\C(l  liis  witV  a  number  of  years,  but  she  was  iimrly  sc\i'n1y 
\-cai's  (lid  whrii  dcalli  came  to  her.  Both  were  active  nu'inlurs  nf  ilie 
IMclliodist  I'lpiscdpal  < 'hurcli,  and  he  was  one  of  the  original  rrpulilii'ans 
of  the  county  and  had  served  in  township  offices.  A  few  facts  concern- 
ing the  children  of  George  Butler  and  wife  are  given  here,  ilary  J. 
married  William  Squires  and  both  died  on  their  farm  in  Erie  County. 
Oliver  Henry  died  in  Kentucky  after  his  marriage  and  left  a  daughter, 
now  married.  Squire  A.  was  a  farmer  and  died  at  Fitchville,  Ohio, 
leaving  one  daughter.  Marinda  J.  died  young.  Elisha  was  a  Berlin 
Township  farmer  and  at  his  death  left  two  children.  Susanna  married 
George  Jenkins,  and  lived  on  the  farm  on  the  State  Road  until  her  death, 
being  survived  by  nine  children.  The  next  in  age  is  John  Barr  Butler. 
George  W.  died  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  as  a  result  of  mushroom 
poisoning,  and  left  one  son.    William  died  in  infancy. 

John  Barr  Butler  gi-ew  up  on  the  old  homestead  and  secured  his 
educalion  from  the  pul)lic  schools  of  two  townships.  After  his  mar- 
I'iiigc  he  located  just  across  from  his  father's  old  home,  later  lived  on  the 
old  David  Butler  estate  that  belonged  to  his  grandfather  on  the  state 
road  near  the  township  line  and  not  far  from  the  Quaker  Church.  That 
was  his  home  until  1901,  in  which  year  he  bought  the  old  Sprague  farm 
of  104  acres  close  to  his  birthplace.  Subsequently  he  acquired  sixty- 
seven  acres,  a  pai't  of  the  Theodore  farm,  and  now  lives  in  the  attractive 
old  stone  house  built  adjoining  his  father's  home  when  he  was  a  small 
boy.  Mr.  Butler  has  shown  much  jiroficiency  as  a  farmer  and  stock 
man  and  in  general  business  affairs.  He  and  his  wife  have  succeeded 
unusually  well  in  the  important  task  of  home  making.  For  more  lliaii 
forty  years,  since  early  manhood  in  fact,  ]\Ir.  Butler  lias  been  a  grain 
Ibicsbirman  and  his  experience  covers  almost  the  entire  evolution  of 
tlircsbing  machinery,  beginning  with  the  simple  cylinder,  propelled 
1)^-  horse  power,  while  his  latest  outfit  comprises  steam  power  and  an 
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apparatus  which  performs  almost  every  function  of  grain  threshing  with 
a  minimum  of  human  aid.  As  a  farmer  he  grows  all  kinds  of  grain, 
fruits  and  vegetables.  He  keeps  tifteen  head  of  high  grade  horses,  and 
has  a  stable  of  four  stallions  at  service.  One  of  these  is  an  imported 
Percheron,  two  of  them  are  registei'ed,  and  two  are  of  mixed  breed.  One 
of  them  is  a  Belgian  draft  horse.  These  operations  indicate  that  he  has 
shown  a  great  deal  of  progressiveness  in  all  his  career,  and  is  a  man 
who  has  well  deserved  the  respect  of  the  community.  In  politics  he  is 
a  republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  formerly  members  of  the  Friends 
Church. 

Mr.  Butler  was  married  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Cornelia 
Cunningham,  who  was  born  in  Norwalk  Township,  July  21,  1853,  and 
was  reared  and  received  her  education  at  East  JNorwalk.  Her  parents 
were  Ward  and  Ann  (Wagoner)  Cunningham.  They  were  industrious 
people  who  started  life  after  their  marriage  with  very  limited  resources 
and  in  time  enjoyed  a  substantial  property  in  Huron  County,  where 
her  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  and  her  mother  at  seventy.  Her 
father  was  a  republican  and  his  memory  is  honored  as  one  of  the  old 
soldiers  of  the  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  in  a  comijany  raised  in  Huron 
County  and  fought  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  struggle.  At 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg  he  was  wounded,  a  rebel  bullet  passing  in  at 
his  wrist  and  coming  out  at  his  elbow.  Mr.  Butler,  it  should  be  noted 
in  passing,  had  four  brothers,  Oliver,  Squire,  Elisha  and  George  W., 
who  were  likewise  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war.  Squire  was  sergeant  of  his 
company,  was  slightly  wounded  in  one  battle  and  spent  a  short  time  of 
confinement  in  the  notorious  Libby  Prison.  All  the  others  returned 
home  unhurt. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler.  Elmer  J., 
born  June  4,  1882,  is  now  a  carpenter  at  Berlin  Heights,  and  by  his 
mar-riage  to  Eliza  Kauli'man  has  living  children  named  George,  Donald 
and  Karl.  Berta  May,  born  June  20,  1884,  is  the  wife  of  a  Norwalk 
farmer,  Elmer  Reding,  and  their  children  are  Leona,  Mildred,  Lucile 
and  Alberta.  Clara  Belle,  born  March  3,  1885,  is  the  wife  of  Watt 
Newldrk,  who  is  employed  as  a  cutter  in  the  Regalia  factory  at  New 
London,  Ohio. 

Charles  Coultrip.  It  is  usually  the  case  that  the  greatest  obstacles 
in  the  path  to  success  are  encountered  at  the  beginning,  and  such  was 
the  experience  of  Charles  Coultrip,  now  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens 
and  home  owners  in  Florence  Township.  Mr.  Coultrip  became  self  sup- 
porting at  the  beginning  of  his  teens,  and  so  far  as  he  can  recall  has 
never  had  a  dollar  given  to  him,  but  has  earned  every  portion  of  his 
generous  success. 

Born  in  Huron  Township  of  Erie  County.  March  27,  1854,  he  is  a 
son  of  English  parents,  James  and  Sophia  (Fuliger)  Coultrip.  They 
were  born  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  old  cathedral  city  of  Canterbury, 
England,  where  their  respective  parents  lived  and  died,  and  all  were 
faithful  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  James  Coultrip  grew  up  as 
a  shepherd  and  sheep  shearer.  In  this  vocation  he  was  exceptionally 
skillful  and  won  a  gi'eat  many  prizes  as  a  sheep  shearer  in  contest  at 
English  fairs  and  also  in  America.  He  was  known  as  one  of  the  best 
authorities  in  the  care  and  handling  of  sheep  and  in  their  shearing  in 
Erie  County,  and  his  last  work  in  life  when  quite  an  old  man  was  to 
shear  sheep.  He  knew  all  the  methods  of  treating  sheep  for  their 
diseases,  and  this  knowledge  also  extended  to  other  live  stock,  and 
though  not  a  veterinary  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  help  out  his 
neighbors  who  had  sicli  stock.  His  early  life  was  spent  as  a  shepherd 
in  England  and  later  in  Erie  County  he  gave  most  of  his  attention  to 
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the  growing;  and  shearing  of  this  dass  of  stock.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Huron  County  in  1832,  and  after  a  year  of  hard 
work  had  saved  enough  money  to  bring  his  little  family  across  the 
ocean  to  join  him.  Pie  was  nine  weeks  in  coming  across  the  ocean  on  a 
sailing  vessel  to  New  York,  and  his  family  took  about  the  same  time. 
He  found  a  home  in  Huron  County  and  later  located  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship, subsequently  in  Milan  Township,  was  the  owner  of  a  farm  in 
Huron  Township,  and  subsequently  bought  a  small  place  in  Townsend 
Township  of  Huron  County,  where  his  wife  died  January  9,  1864,  at 
the  age  of  forty-seven  yeai-N,  ten  months,  ten  days.  He  died  in  the 
winter  of  1875-76  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  Mrs.  Eliza  Bellamy  in 
Huron  County,  and  was  then  about  sixty-five  years  of  age.  Heand  his 
wife  were  reared  in  the  English  Church  and  remained  faithful  to  that 
training.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican  and  had  served  as  a  substitute 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 

Of  the  seven  children  in  the  family,  named  as  follows,  William, 
Jane,  Eli/a.  S()))hia,  James,  Henry  and  Charles,  the  last  named,  Charles 
Coultriji.  was  ihc  only  one  born  in  America.  He  grew  up  on  a  farm, 
obtained  his  (-(iuiation  partly  in  Erie  and  pai'tly  in  Huron  County,  and 
was  nine  viars  old  when  his  mother  died.  Soon  afterward  he  became 
si'lf  sii|i|>iirliiig  and  went  through  a  long  course  of  hard  labor  and  much 
sell'  denial  before  getting  started.  He  finally  invested  his  savings  in 
a  small  farm  of  forty  acres  near  the  Village  of  Florence.  This  was  in- 
creased to  sixty  acres,  and  after  living  upon  it  and  introducing  many  im- 
provements he  sold  out  and  in  1893  bought  his  present  place  of  ninety- 
five  acres  in  Florence  Township,  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  the  vil- 
lage of  that  name.  He  has  a  large  roomy  house,  a  fine  red  barn  on  a 
foundation  30x84  feet,  surrounded  by  cribs,  granaries,  and  all  other 
facilities  for  farming.  He  raises  generous  crops  of  hay,  corn,  wheat, 
oats,  and  has  a  small  orchard. 

Mr.  Coultrip  was  married  in  Erie  County  to  Miss  Ella  I\I.  Harris. 
She  was  born  at  Sherman,  in  Chaidamiua  County,  New  York,  fifty- 
nine  years  ago,  and  her  father,  Addismi  Harris,  also  a  native  of  that 
state,  died  from  smallpox  when  his  danelii.r,  Mrs.  Coultrip,  was  about 
six  years  of  age.  Her  mother,  w  huse  uiaideii  name  was  Adelia  Skinner, 
also  a  native  of  New  York  Slale,  sulise(|ui'iitly  married  Samuel  H. 
Bartholomew,  and  is  now  living-  a  widdw  a  second  time  in  New  York 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Coultrip  are  the  parents  of 
four  children.  Ruth  is  the  wife  of  Erastus  Wolverton,  a  farmer  in  Huron 
County,  and  their  two  children  are  Robert  and  Ellen.  Ann  was  well 
educated  at  Oberlin  and  in  the  Northern  Ohio  College  at  Ada,  and  is 
now  a  stenographer  in  Cleveland.  May  was  also  well  educated,  and  is 
eirii)loyed  in  a  store  at  Collins.  Arthur  graduated  from  the  Collins 
lliiili  SehiKil  in  1913,  and  is  now  a  valuable  assistant  to  his  father  in 
tlie  iiiaiiaueiiient  of  the  home  farm.  Mrs.  Coultrip  and  her  children  are 
iiieiiiliefs  (,r  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  she  is  an  active  church 
worker.  ]\lr.  Coultrip  is  a  ri'i)iililiiaii,  and  has  been  honored  wdth  a  posi- 
tion on  the  school  board,  and  is  always  public  spirited  in  supporting 
movements  for  the  community  liettei-inent. 

Richard  H.  Pryor.  A  resident  of  Erie  County  more  than  thirty 
yeai-s,  and  now  one  of  the  vigorous  and  prospering  farmers  of  Florence 
Township,  Richard  II.  Pryor  came  to  this  state  from  Canada,  but  is  a 
native  of  old  Devon,  that  district  of  Southwestern  England  which  has 
been  as  notable  for  its  sturdy  men  and  women  as  for  its  dairies,  mines 
and  other  industries. 

Born  in  Devonshire,  England.  May  6,  1853,  Richard  H.  Pryor  was 
of  a  family  that  had  been  identified  with  that  quarter  of  England  for 
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generations.  His  Grandfather  Pryor  was  twice  married  and  died  in 
his  native  shire  iu  1S63,  having  been  born  in  1800.  He  occupied  a  posi- 
tion known  as  captain  of  mines,  in  the  copper-mining  district  of  Devon. 
John  Pr.yor,  father  of  Richard  H.,  was  born  in  the  same  locality,  grew 
up  to  the  life  of  a  copper  miner,  and  after  his  father's  death  succeeded 
him  as  a  captain  of  mines.  He  held  that  place  a  number  of  years,  until 
a  dispute  arose  in  the  mines  with  respect  to  his  interests,  and  he  left  his 
position  and  entered  into  a  long  course  of  litigation  which  was  carried 
through  the  courts  for  a  great  many  years.  The  family  still  has  a  claim 
due  for  his  share  in  the  business.  John  Pryor,  after  leaving  the  mines, 
spent  several  years  as  a  clothing  merchant,  and  died  in  1867,  when  at 
the  age  of  forty-one.  He  married  Ann  Luxton  Hawkins,  who  was  born 
in  the  same  shire  and  (lied  in  March,  1857,  at  the  age  of  thirty.  Her 
father,  William  Hawkins,  .Itscivi's  more  than  casual  mention.  He  was 
by  trade  a  wagonmaktr  ;iiiil  uvm-ral  mechanic.  However,  he  was  far  in 
advance  of  the  average  proficiency  in  that  trade,  and  is  said  to  have 
made  the  first  wagon  with  spokes  in  the  wheels  ever  seen  in  that  part 
of  England.  That  wagon  was  made  about  100  years  ago.  He  also 
turned  out  fi-om  his  shop  the  first  plow  that  had  an  iron  or  steel  point, 
and  so  far  as  known  he  was  the  first  to  make  a  plow  of  that  kind  in  that 
part  of  England.  Naturally  these  accomplishments  brought  him  more 
than  local  fame.  He  died  when  :\  \rry  old  man,  well  up  towards  ciglity 
years  of  age.  In  the  earlii-i-  i^vii.iMiidiis  both  the  Pryor  and  Hawkins 
families  were  Church  of  Eiij;l,-iii(l  piMiplc.  but  the  parents  of  Richard  II. 
were  membei-s  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Having  gi-ovvn  up  in  Devon  and  gained  his  education  in  sucli 
schools  as  that  shire  provided,  Richard  H.  Pryor  left  his  native  land 
in  1872,  and  after  a  voyage  across  the  ocean,  landed  in  Quebec,  Canada. 
From  there  he  went  on  to  Toronto  and  later  to  Paris,  in  the  same 
province,  and  for  nine  years  was  employed  by  a  Mr.  Christen,  who  was 
one  of  the  senators  from  Ontario.  For  four  years  he  was  also  clerk  in  a 
mercantile  establishment  at  Toronto,  and  then  came  to  Ohio  and  for 
a  time  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  Wardwell  Dollar  Store  at  Cleve- 
land. In  1883  he  came  into  Erie  County,  and  in  1885  bought  fifty-two 
acres  of  land  near  the  north  line  of  Florence  Township.  That  has  since 
been  the  scene  of  his  efforts  and  success  as  an  agriculturist,  and  he  has 
nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  prosperity  which  has  rewarded  his  per- 
sistent endeavors.  While  a  general  farmer,  he  also  has  a  good  orchard 
of  two  acres,  and  keeps  some  good  stock. 

Mr.  Pryor  was  married  on  the  l':inii  wlin-i.  he  now  lives  and  which 
he  owns,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Americii  Cni-tiss,  who  was  born  in  Florence 
Township,  and  died  at  her  home  in  llios  when  past  sixty  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Pryor  married  for  his  second  wife  Jennie  M.  Westcott,  who  was 
born  in  Beaverton,  Ontario,  was  reared  and  educated  there,  and  came 
to  Erie  County  only  a  short  time  before  her  marriage.  Mr.  Pryor  is  a 
member  of  the  Me'thoilist  Kpismpal  Church,  and  both  his  wives  have 
belonged  to  the  same  (l.nnniiniitinn.  In  national  politics  he  is  a  demo- 
ci-at,  but  holds  a  sonu'wli^it  indrpmident  attitude  toward  local  matters. 

Daniel  Chandler,  Jr.  The  Chandler  family  saw  its  establish- 
ment in  Ohio  as  early  as  1816,  so  that  full  a  hundred  years  of  their 
labors  have  contributed  to  the  development  of  the  commonwealth.  The 
first  of  the  name  to  locate  in  Florence  Township,  Erie  County,  was 
Daniel  Chandler,  Sr.,  father  of  the  subject.  He  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  had  his  training  in  Orange  County,  New  York,  the  eastern 
home  of  the  family,  but  after  a  few  years  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  and  from  then  until  now  the  Chandler  men  have  been  farm- 
ers in  Florence  Township. 
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There  is  not  mueli  delinite  data  coneerniug  the  family  prior  to  its  ar- 
rival in  Ohio,  though  it  is  known  that  the  Chandlers  had  lived  in 
Orange  County,  New  York,  since  Colonial  days,  and  perhaps  prior  to 
that  time,  and  that  they  were  farmers,  thrifty  and  industrious.  Daniel 
Chandler,  Sr.,  was  born  there  on  October  16,  1791,  and  in  boyhood 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  In  1816,  while  he  was  still  single,  he 
came  to  Ohio,  settling  promptly  in  Erie  County  and  Florence  Townshij). 
Here  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  it  is  of  record  that  he  built  the  first 
frame  house  erected  in  the  township.  Land  was  to  be  had  at  a  nominal 
figure  then,  and  Mr.  Chandler  did  not  miss  his  opportunity  to  get  some 
of  it  at  bottom  figures.  It  was  wild  land,  and  to  realize  on  it  called  for 
the  outlay  of  a  tremendous  amount  of  hard  work.  Mr.  Chandler  decided 
that  he  was  equal  to  that,  and  he  was  willing  to  make  some  sacrifices.  He 
built  him  a  small  cabin  home  and  applied  himself  to  the  Herculean 
task  of  carving  a  farm  out  of  the  wilderness.  It  is  needless  to  add 
that  he  was  successful.  His  200-acre  farm  in  Florence  Township  came 
to  be  known  among  the  garden  spots  of  the  community,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  that  he  owned  a  100-aere  place  in  Wakeman  Township,  Huron 
County,  to  which  he  gave  a  considerable  attention.  Some  time  before 
the  Civil  war  broke  out  ilr.  Chandler  built  a  fine  frame  house  on  his 
home  place.  It  was  situated  on  the  state  road,  one  mile  west  of  Birming- 
ham, and  here  Mr.  Chandler  reai'ed  his  family.  He  died  on  October  21, 
1861,  when  he  was  seventy-eight  years  old. 

Mr.  Chandler  was  a  whig  and  a  republican,  and  for  some  years 
sei-ved  his  township  in  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  long  served  on  its  board  of  deacons. 
Two  years  after  he  settled  in  Florence  Township,  October  16,  1818,  Mr. 
Chandler  was  married  in  Vermilion  Township  to  Miss  Sallie  Summers. 
She  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  October,  1793,  and  in  1818  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  Erie  County,  settling  with  them  in  Vermilion 
Township.  She  was  lli,.  daii-lilcr  of  :\lai-k  and  Diana  (Botsford)  Sum- 
mers, who  passed  the  ninainiim-  years  o\'  thrir  lives  in  their  new  home. 
They  were  farming  ixmijiIc.  sliirdy  (^harartiMs  both,  and  highly  esteemed 
of  all  who  shared  in  their  aciiuaintance.  Sally  Chandler,  as  she  was 
called,  survived  her  husband  a  good  many  years  and  died  at  the  old 
home  on  December  28,  1891.  She  and  her  husband  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  seven  daughters  and  three  sons,  all  of  whom  grew  to  years 
of  maturity,  married  and  had  children  of  their  own,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  daughter,  Laura.  Of  that  goodly  familj^  of  ten  there  are 
living  today  Daiiii-l,  whose  name  heads  this  review,  and  Mary,  who  is 
the  widow  of  Stai  k  Adams  and  lives  in  Kansas. 

Daiiiil  Cliaiidli  r.  Jr.,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  parents 
on  Novemlier  5,  1830.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  home  com- 
munity, and  barring  a  few  years  spent  in  ^Vakeman  To\^^lship,  Huron 
County,  the  place  of  his  birth  has  been  his  lifelong  home.  He  carried 
on  the  manageiiioiif  of  flic  farm  up  to  the  year  1903,  when  he  sold  a  part 
of  it  and  retired  I'ldin  aitual  farming  operations,  though  his  son  still 
carries  on  general  laniiiii<;-  on  the  remaining  portion  of  the  old  place. 
Mr.  Chandler  was  high  successful  in  his  aerieiillui'al  aelivilies,  as  his 
father  before  him  had  been,  and  what  Die  s. nii.r  '_;eiit  leinaii  iliil  not  ac- 
complish in  his  life  time  in  the  way  of  iiii|iiii\  ( meiits  on  the  phiee.  his 
son  did. 

Mr.  Chandler  married  Sarah  Emma  Belknap,  born  in  Ei-ie  County 
on  August  13,  1.S34,  and  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Dunham) 
Belknap.  Mrs.  Belknap  died  in  Loraine  County  in  1871  when  she  was 
in  the  best  years  of  her  life,  and  the  father  later  made  his  home  with 
their  daughter,  IMrs.  Chandler.  He  died  there  when  he  was  in  the 
eighty-nintli  year  of  his  age.     He  and  his  wife  were  lifelong  members  of 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  875 

the  Methodist  Eiiis.-(i])al  Clmi-ili,  and  were  people  of  excellent  character, 
owning  many  warm  liinids  Ihrough  all  their  days. 

Mrs.  Chandln-  pasN.-d  a\wiy  at  the  family  hom"e  on  November  8,  1913, 
mourned  by  her  family  and  a  wide  circle  of  staunch  friends  who  loved 
her  for  her  kindly  nature  and  her  many  admirable  traits  of  character. 
She  had  been  reared  in  the  faith  of  her  parents,  who  were  Methodists, 
as  has  been  said,  but  in  later  life  she  turned  to  Spiritualism. 

Three  children  were  born  to  JMr.  and  i\Irs.  Chandler.  Albert,  the 
first  born,  died  in  1891.  He  married  Cora  Washburn,  who  survives 
him,  as  does  also  tlit-ir  son,  AVairen.  who  married  and  is  the  father  of  a 
son,  Albert,  and  l).-lla,  liic  wif,-  of  Frank  0.  King.  The  third  child 
of  the  Daniel  Chandlns  is  l-'raiik  Forest  Chandler,  who  was  born  on  the 
home  place  on  May  11,  1867,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated  under 
the  tutelage  of  Job  Fish,  well  known  educator  in  Erie  County.  Frank 
Chandler  gave  his  attention  to  farming,  and  took  over  seventy  acres  of 
the  home  jila.v  at  the  tim..  wh.-n  liis  fatlici-  sold  tli,.  major  part  of  his 
holdinus  ami  ivliiv,|  IVnm  adiw  laliors.  Tlii^  arivauv  lias  Ihth  siitticient 
for  Mr.  (;iian,ll..r's  iircis,  ami  lir  k,.,.|,s  tli.-  plarr  in  a  highly  j, reductive 
sta^e  so  that  the  average  yiekl  of  his  jdaee  is  well  aliove  what  is  held  to 
be  a  good  crop.  Thrifty  management  has  marked  the  farming  activities 
of  each  generation  of  Erie  County  Chandlers,  and  the  closest  inspection 
will  not  reveal  slip-shod  methods  in  any  department. 

Fi'ank  Forest  Chandler  married  tii'st  in  Towiisend  Township,  Huron 
County,  Miss  E.  ilay  Parsons,  born  there  April  12,  1872,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  K.  and  Elmina  (Arnet)  Parsons.  They  were  lifelong 
farmers  of  Huron  County  and  died  there,  the  mother  in  middle  life  and 
the  father  when  he  was  almost  ninety.  Mrs.  Chandler,  their  daughter, 
was  educated  at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  She  died  on  IMareh  12,  1913,  the  mother 
of  five  children,  of  whom  brief  mention  is  made  as  follows:  Charles, 
born  January  19,  1900,  is  a  student  in  the  local  high  school,  class  of 
1917.  Gordon  F.,  born  January  25.  1902,  is  in  school,  as  is  also  Beulah 
May,  born  March  8,  1904,  and  Sarah  E.,  born  March  24,  1907.  The 
fifth  and  youngest  child,  Bernice,  born  August  18,  1912,  has  since  the 
death  of  the  mother  been  adopted  by  a  relative.  Mr.  Chandler  married 
for  his  second  wife,  September  9,  i915.  Rose  M.  Ackerman,  of  Green- 
wich, Ohio. 

Frank  Forest  Chandler  is  a  democrat  and  has  been  town  clerk  for 
two  terms.  His  father,  the  subject  of  this  review,  became  a  democrat 
in  later  life,  and  has  in  years  past  held  many  offices  of  trust  in  his 
community.  Like  his  wife,  he  is  a  Spiritualist,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity. 

The  men  of  the  Chandler  family  have  stood  for  worthy  citizenship 
through  all  the  years  in  which  they  have  been  identified  with  the  for- 
tunes of  Erie  County,  and  the  name  is  unblemished  and  highly  honored. 

Frederick  A.  Eldredge,  M.  D.  Now  retired  from  the  active  cares 
and  responsibilities  of  a  medical  profession,  which  he  followed  for  many 
years  and  to  which  he  brought  high  talents,  Doctor  Eldredge  has  lived  at 
Berlin  Heights  more  than  thirty-five  years.  He  ivpivseiits  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  New  England,  and  in  the  pro  less  i if  medicine  fol- 
lowed in  the  footsteps  of  both  his  father  and  u ra m li'a I  her.  Doctor 
Eldredge  was  an  anny  surgeon  in  the  Union  ariny  during  the  Civil 
war. 

He  was  born  in  Pembroke,  New  Hampshire,  September  28,  1837.  His 
first  American  ancestor  was  William  Eldredge,  who  came  from  England 
with  a  brother  in  1635.  In  the  .Alassarhuseits  colony  he  was  bound  out 
as  an  apprentice  for  seven  years,  and  siilis,M|Uently  became  a  prominent 
land  owner  at  Chatham,  and  so  far  as  the  records  go  it  is  proliable  that 
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he  died  there.  His  descendants  ninny  of  them  Incatcd  and  lived  on  Cape 
Cod,  and  also  spread  over  into  \\\r  Stale  of  ( 'ouiicclieut.  The  doctor's 
grandfather,  Dr.  Michael  EMivduv,  w.is  lioi'ii  in  Connecticut  in  1765. 
He  spent  three  years  as  n  student  of  nieilieiiie  lUKk'r  his  uncle  liezekiah 
Eldi-eili^v  at  Newton.  .M:iss;ielniset  ts.  and  reeei\ed  a  license  to  practice  in 
17II7.  .Many  yeais  later  lie  olitaineil  his  diploma  from  a  regular  medical 
school  in  1^24.  He  was  in  practice  for  many  years  at  Princeton,  j\Ias- 
saehusetts,  where  he  married  Hallie  Butrick.  She  was  a  niece  of  Maj. 
John  Butrick,  who  in  the  annals  of  the  Revolutionary  war  is  distin- 
guished as  having  opened  the  fight  against  the  P.ritish  Regulars  in  the 
Battle  of  Concord.  Dr.  ]\Iieli:iel  Mldi'edee  snlise(|uently  removed  to 
Nashua,  New  Hampshire,  and  i)raetieed  tliei-e  until  his  death  at  the  age 
of  seventy -three  in  1848.  His  widow  died  in  1866  in  Lowell,  Massa- 
chusetts.    In  religion  they  were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Dr.  Hezekiah  Eldredge,  father  of  Dr.  Frederick  A.,  was  the  oldest 
of  thirteen  cliildren,  and  was  born  in  Princeton,  IMassachusetts,  in  1798. 
He  studied  niedieiii,.  under  the  direction  of  his  father,  and  subsequently 
took  a  eouise  of  lielures  at  Pittsfield  and  graduated  M.  D.  in  1824  from 
Brown  University.  That  was  the  same  year  that  his  father  secured  his 
medical  diploma  at  Boston.  Dr.  Hezekiah  Eldredge  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  at  Dunstable,  Massachnselts,  and  in  that  city  met  and  mar- 
ried Sarah,  Bennett,  a  granddanghter  of  Capt.  John  Bennett,  who 
served  with  distinction  in  the  K'eMilutionary  war.  After  the  birth  of 
two  sons.  Doctor  Eldredge  mnM'il  id  I 'embroke.  New  Hampshire,  and  in 
1840  l,M,k  his  family  to  Anieshuiy.  .Alassaehusetts.  In  1847  he  moved 
to  .Millord.  Xew  Hampshire,  and  piMetierd  there  until  his  death  in  1870. 
His  'list  \\ife  died  at  Amesliurx,  .\l;iss;eliusetls.  in  1846.  She  was  born 
in  ISOO.  At  Amesbury  he  also  married  his  second  wife,  Louisa  Cnshing 
Eastman,  who  survived  him  and  died  at  Amherst  in  1895,  without  sur- 
viving children.  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Eldredge  was  one  of  three  sons.  One 
brother,  Lucius,  died  in  1871  unmarried  at  ]Milford,  New  Hampshire, 
and  the  younger  brother,  Erastus  Darwin,  died  in  1866  at  Toledo,  where 
he  was  a  merchant,  and  still  nnmai-ried. 

Dr.  Frederick  A.  Ehlredge  gi'ew  np  with  sudi  associations  and  ten- 
dencies toward  the  nu'dical  lUidVssinn  tliat  he  ninde  it  the  calling  of 
his  choice  before  he  i'ea(died  his  ma.jorii\-.  ili'  slmlied  under  the  direc- 
tion of  his  father,  and  liad  not  yet  qnalihed  for  practice  when,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry  of  the  New 
Hampshire  troops  as  a  private.  A  few  weeks  later  he  was  made 
assistant  hospital  steward  and  subsequently  was  eoniinissioned  liospital 
surgeon  of  the  First  New-  Hampshire  Cavalry.  His  eomnnssion  is  dated 
in  July,  1864.  He  served  in  that  capacity  until  linally  musieivd  out 
in  July,  1865. 

Doctor  Eldredge  remained  in  New  Hampshire  until  the  spring  of 
1866,  and  then  moved  to  Toledo  where  he  took  over  the  management  of 
the  fish  business  wdiieli  had  lieen  eoiidneled  by  his  brother.  He  contin- 
ued to  be  occupieil  with  this  work  until  1S78,  and  then  moved  to  Berlin 
Heights  in  Erie  County.  Here  lie  established  and  built  up  a  very  large 
practice  as  a  physician  and  has  an  enviable  reputation  in  his  profession 
which  still  belongs  to  him,  although  several  years  ago  he  retired  from 
active  practice.  He  is  still  an  active  member  of  the  Cleveland  Medical 
Society. 

Doctor  Eldredge  comes  of  a  family  that  in  politics  has  been  iden- 
tified since  the  establishment  of  the  government  with  the  old  federal 
principles  and  subsequently  with  those  held  and  maintained  by  the  whigs 
and  the  republicans.  He  served  one  term  as  mayor  of  his  village,  and 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  was  commander  of  the  George  M. 
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Fowler  Post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is  still  a  member 
of  that  organization. 

Doctor  Eldredge  was  married  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Regina  Crow- 
ell,  who  was  born  in  Chatham,  Massachusetts,  February  17,  184G.  Her 
family  were  Cape  Cod  people  dating  back  to  colonial  times.  She  came 
to  Toledo  in  lb64,  and  died  at  Berlin  Heights,  April,  1912.  Doctor 
Eldredge  and  his  wife  attended  the  Congregational  Church  at  Berlin 
Heights. 

Charles  F.  Kuhl.  The  farming  men  of  Erie  County  have  played 
an  important  part  in  the  fortunes  of  that  section,  and  among  them 
may  be  mentioned  Charles  F.  Kuhl  of  Florence  Township,  who  operates 
one  of  the  most  productive  farms  in  his  community.  Diversified  farm- 
ing is  his  plan,  and  his  100-aere  tract  ranks  among  the  profitable  farms 
in  the  township.  Though  he  acquired  this  place  as  late  as  1910,  Mr. 
Kuhl  is  no  stranger  to  agriculture,  for  he  has  been  a  successful  farmer 
all  his  life. 

Charles  F.  Kuhl  was  born  in  Vermilion  Township,  Erie  County,  on 
March  30,  1880.  He  is  a  son  of  John  C.  and  Katherine  Ferber,  nee 
Coolen  Kuhl.  The  father  was  born  in  Lorain  County,  this  state,  in 
1849,  and  died  in  Erie  Counfj^  on  January  11,  1905.  He  spent  his  life 
in  agricultural  activities  in  Lorain  and  Erie  counties,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  highly  esteemed  men  of  his  community.  He  was  a  son  of  Ger- 
man parents,  who  in  young  life  had  settled  in  Lorain  County,  later 
making  their  home  in  Erie  County,  Vermilion  Township,  where  they 
spent  the  last  years  of  their  life. '  They  were  farming  people,  and  their 
son  and  grandson  followed  in  their  vocation.  They  were  lifelong  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  were  esteemed  of  all  who 
knew  them. 

Katlieriue  (Coolen)  Kuhl,  mother  of  the  subject,  was  a  daughter 
of  German  pc)reuts,  and  she  was  reared  in  Vermilion  Township.  She 
died  in  Berlin  Township  in  1891,  when  she  was  forty-two  years  of 
age.  With  her  husband,  she  was  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  and  was  a  woman  of  splendid  character.  One  daughter, 
Emma,  of  her  first  marriage,  is  married  to  Charles  Ruggles,  of  Ver- 
milion Township.  As  the  wife  of  John  Kuhl  she  became  the  mother 
of  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  eldest  is  John,  a  farmer  in  Ver- 
milion Township.  Charles  F.  of  this  review  was  the  next  born.  Sophia, 
immarried,  lives  in  California.  Peter,  who  married  Lydia  Davidson, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Thelma,  lives  in  Huron  Township.  Louis,  mar- 
ried Sophia  Kreig,  is  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Township,  and  has  a  son, 
Elmer,  and  daughter,  Mildred.  Augusta,  the  wife  of  Leon  Oeling,  of 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  both  of  whom  died 
in  infancy. 

Charles  F.  Kuhl  was  married  on  February  14,  1905,  to  Miss  Caroline 
A.  Battz.  She  was  bcrn  and  reared  in  Florence  Township,  the  date 
of  her  birth  being  June  7,  1887,  and  she  is  the  daughter  of  Nicholas 
and  Catlierine  (Fraley^  Baatz.  both  of  German  birth,  who  came  to 
this  country  in  early  life  and  were  married  in  Berlin  Township. 
They  spent  many  years  on  a  farm  in  Florence  Township,  were  pros- 
perous and  stood  well  in  their  community.  The  father  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  and  the  mother  at  sixty-nine.  They  were  members  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  Nicholas  Baatz  was  prominent  in 
the  public  affairs  of  the  township  in  which  he  lived,  holding  various 
local  offices  and  acquitting  himself  with  credit  at  all  times.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  daughters  and  four  sons,  all  of  them  married  and  liv- 
ing today. 

Charles  and  Caroline  Kuhl  have  one  living  child,  Gladys  C,  born 
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I\Iarch  ^1,  IDll.  Tliey  have  uieinbersliip  in  a  Birmingham  church,  are 
liold  ill  high  esteem  in  their  community,  and  have  many  warm  friends 
thereabouts.  Mr.  Kuhl,  who  is  a  republican  in  polities,  is  active  in  the 
political  life  of  the  township. 

Jes«e  R.  Bath.  Among  the  agricultural  class  of  Groton  Township 
there  is  no  man  who  has  more  honestly  earned  his  success  than  Jesse  R. 
Bath.  In  his  youth  he  was  in  very  modest  financial  circumstances,  had 
to  overcome  hardships  in  order  to  get  a  start,  but  for  many  years  has 
steadfastly  ilirected  liis  cin'ruics  aloiii;-  a  certain  line,  observing  mean- 
while tlir  \iiiiiis  iif  lidiMsiy  aihl  iiH  liisi  rv,  and  is  now  recognized,  as  one 
of  the  iiiii.si  Miccrssriil  r.iniiii's  iind  ilaii\iiien  of  his  home  township,  and 
in  that  lutulily  has  ciijuycd  .sucli  euulidence  and  popularity  as  to  gain 
official  honors. 

It  was  in  1872  that  he  came  to  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  in  Gro- 
ton Township,  and  beginning  as  a  renter  has  since  acquired  laud  in  his 
own  right  from  time  to  time,  and  has  made  a  commendable  degree  of 
prosperity.  Mr.  Bath  is  a  native  of  England,  born  in  Somersetshire 
October  14,  1854,  a  son  of  George  and  Matilda  (ilaggs)  Bath.  When 
he  was  about  four  years  of  age  his  parents  left  England,  came  to  the 
United  States  and  lived  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  until  1864,  when  they 
moved  into  Erie  County  and  were  among  the  first  of  a  number  of  English 
families  to  settle  in  Groton  Township.  George  Bath  was  also  a  farmer, 
and  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  years  in  Groton  Township. 

Jesse  R.  Bath  grew  up  in  Huron  and  Erie  counties,  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  uf  ( Irnti'ii  Township  and  likewise  attended 
a  private  normal  school  at  Bi  rlin  llcii^iits.  As  a  result  of  his  long  con- 
tinued operations  as  a  farmer  he  now  owns  a  fine  place  of  197  aei'es, 
devoted  to  general  agriculture.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a 
dairyman,  keeps  a  herd  of  high  grade  Durham  cattle,  and  sells  large 
quantities  of  tine  cream  to  the  creamery  at  Hellevue. 

For  his  first  wife  Mr.  Bath  mairird  .Miss  Idola  Langwell  of  Marga- 
retta  Township,  now  deceased.  His  iiivsmi  «  itV'  before  her  marriage  was 
Jennie  L.  Hastings  of  Groton  Towuslup.  Tliey  have  two  children,  Mar- 
jorie  L.  and  Jesse  Robert. 

In  a  public  capacity  JMr.  Bath  served  twelve  years  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  education  of  Groton  Township,  and  during  a  portion  of  that 
time  was  president  of  the  board,  lb  has  always  been  interested  in  good 
schools,  good  roads,  and  in  every  impios cinciit  for  his  home  community. 
In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  All  his  in'actieal  career  has  been  spent  in 
farming  and  among  other  advantages  gained  by  years  of  residence  in 
Erie  County  he  has  acquired  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  a  large  com- 
munity. 

Milton  J.  Sayler.  Few  of  tlie  farm  homes  of  Florence  Townsliip 
show  better  results  of  cultivation  and  more  (^f  the  ival  comforts  of  rural 
life  than  that  of  Milton  J.  Sayler.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sa.\  l.r  are  young  people 
and  have  been  engaged  in  the  responsibiliti(  s  of  ilic  world  only  a  few 
years,  but  already  have  a  home  and  an  established  place  in  community 
"affairs  such  as  many  men  labor  for  many  years  before  attaining. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Sayler  occurred  near  Rye  Beach  in  Huron  Town- 
sliip of  Erie  County,  September  15,  1885.  His  parents  were  Philip  and 
Louise  (Kuhl)  Sayler,  the  former  born  in  one  of  the  eastern  states  and 
the  latter  in  Erie  County.  The  grandfather,  John  Sayler,  and  the  mater- 
nal grandfather,  John  Kuhl,  were  both  born  in  Germany,  came  when 
young  men  to  the  United  States  and  to  Huron  Township,  and  here  spent 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  All  these  grandparents  are  now  buried  in  the 
Scot  I  Ceiiieterv.    John  Sayler  died  wlien  past  eighty,  and  his  wife,  whose 
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maiden  name  was  Mary  Beatty,  died  when  more  than  seventy.  John 
Kuhl  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven,  and  his  wife  at  tifty.  All  of  this 
generation  were  active  farmers  and  were  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church.  Philip  Sayler  and  wife  were  married  in  Huron  Township,  and 
are  still  living  there.  He  was  born  December  19,  1852,  and  his  wife  on 
November  7,  1851.  They  attend  regularly  the  Evangelical  Church,  and 
he  is  a  very  strong  republican  in  politics.  Of  their  children  Milton  J. 
is  the  oldest;  Norman  is  a  farmer  in  Huron  Township,  and  married 
Susan  Knettle ;  and  Laura  is  the  wife  of  Clyde  Porter,  a  farmer  at  Bliss- 
field,  Michigan,  and  they  have  a  son  named  C.  ililton. 

Milton  J.  Sayler  grew  up  in  Huron  Township  and  secured  his  edu- 
cation from  the  modern  country  and  district  schools  of  that  neighbor- 
hood. In  1911,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  he  moved  into  Florence  Town- 
ship and  bought  150  acres  of  excellent  land  south  of  the  Village  of  Flor- 
ence. This  he  has  greatly  improved  during  the  last  four  yeai's.  Among 
the  features  of  his  farm  which  call  for  special  mention  are  a  substantial 
eight-room  brick  home,  a  large  barn  on  a  foundation  36x70  feet,  and  a 
sixty-ton  silo.  He  grows  all  the  general  crops  and  considerable  fruit, 
and  one  of  his  specialties  as  an  agi-iculturist  is  the  raising  of  sweet  corn, 
which  he  finds  a  very  profitable  and  revenue  producing  department  of 
his  undertaking.  The  farm  is  thorovighly  drained  and  well  cared  for 
and  all  but  twenty  acres  is  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  Sayler  was  married  in  this  county  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Albeit,  of 
Vermilion  Township,  where  she  was  born  January  28,  1893,  and  grew  up 
and  received  lier  education  there.  Her  parents,  Sylvester  and  Catherine 
(Grisel)  Allicit,  wrw  ]>nvn  in  Germany,  but  were  mai'ried  in  Vermilion 
Township,  wliciv  ilir\  w.^re  farmers.  Her  father  died  there  in  1909  at 
the  age  of  fifty-uiuc,  while  her  mother  is  still  living  in  the  Village  of 
Vermilion  and  is  now  sixty  years  of  age.  They  were  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church,  and  Mr.  Alheit  was  a  democrat.  Mrs.  Albeit 
has  two  children,  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  M.  J.  Sayler,  and  Charles  Alheit, 
who  is  now  in  the  emplo.y  of  the  Erie  Railroad  and  lives  at  Marion,  Ohio, 
and  married  Winifred  Rudolph.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sayler  have  one  son, 
Melvin  P.,  who  was  born  August  17,  1914.  The  Sayler  family  are  very 
active  in  the  social  life  of  that  community  and  Mr.  Sayler  is  a  member 
of  the  Evangelical  Church,  while  his  wife  is  of  the  German  Reformed 
denomination.    In  politics  he  is  a  republican. 

John  R.  Fox.  Of  the  third  generation  of  the  Fox  family  in  Erie 
County,  John  R.  Fox  represents  a  name  that  has  been  closely  identified 
with  this  county  since  pioneer  times.  The  work  by  which  he  has  com- 
mended himself  to  the  esteem  of  the  community  has  been  largely  as  a 
farmer.  Mr.  Pox  owns  a  well  improved  place,  a  portion  of  which  lies 
in  Oxford  Township  and  a  part  in  Perkins  Township,  his  home  being 
in  the  latter.  He  is.  one  of  the  substantial  and  esteemed  citizens  of 
his  native  county. 

Born  in  Perkins  Township,  July  7,  1853,  he  is  a  son  of  Allen  and 
Catherine  E.  (Bartlett)  Fox.  His  father  was  also  born  in  Erie  County, 
while  his  mother  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  when  a  child  came 
with  her  parents  to  Ohio  and  to  Erie  County.  GriuidrathiT  Rodger  Pox 
came  to  Ohio  from  Connecticut,  a  state  whicli  |■llMli^hlMl  so  much  of 
the  citizenship  to  Northern  Ohio  during  the  pioncir  tiiins.  He  was  an 
early  settler  in  what  is  now  Perkins  Towniship,  reclaimed  a  farm  from 
the  "wilderness,  and  lived  a  life  which  should  deserve  recognition  and 
memory  on  the  part  of  his  descendants.  With  the  exception  of  a  brief 
period  of  residence  in  Hardin  County,  Allen  Pox  spent  all  his  life  in 
Erie  County,  and  was  one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  Perkins  Town- 
ship.    After  a  long  and  honorable  career  he  passed  away  in  November, 


880  HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

1906,  having  survived  his  wife  several  years.  He  had  been  reared  under 
the  conditions  and  influences  of  pioneer  times,  and  did  a  worthy  j^art 
in  carrying  forward  the  movement  for  development  and  progress  in  this 
section.  Perkins  Township  had  few  better  known  and  none  more  highly 
esteemed  among  its  citizens.  He  was  a  stanch  democrat,  served  two 
terms  as  township  trustee,  for  a  number  of  years  held  the  office  of 
director  in  his  school  district,  and  was  an  active  member  of  Perkins 
Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  Allen 
Fox  and  wife  all  are  living  except  Ida  M.  and  Lucy  F.  Polly  C.  is 
the  wife  of  Thaddeus  Mackin  of  Huron  County;  John  R.  is  next  in 
age;  .[(isc]ih  A.  is  ;i  resident  of  iliiiitaeue,  Michigan;  George  B.  is  a 
pn.s|,er.,iis  lai'iiier  of  I'erkiiis  Township;  JMnnui  I.  is  the  wife  ot  John 
A.  Slicing-  ol'  i;i(HJniiiie\  ille,  I'li'ie  (  onntv;  Sylvester  is  a  I'esident  of 
Toledo;  Alary  L.  is  the  wift'  of  Frank  Hess  of  Sandusky;  and  Martha 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Nathan  Harris  of  Huron  County. 

John  R.  Pox  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old  farm  in  Perkins  Town- 
ship, learned  les.sons  in  practical  imlustry  at  linnie.  ami  also  uained 
a  fair  knowledge  of  books  ami  studies  in  the  Incal  scImkiIs.  l-'m-  many 
years  his  career  has  been  steadily  ami  imhistridiisly  ideiitilied  with 
farming  and  he  has  well  earned  a  place  for  himself  among  the  best 
exponents  of  that  indl^stry.  He  owns  twenty-five  acres  in  Oxford 
Township  and  11-^4  acres  adjoining  in  Perkins  Township.  Mr.  Fox  is 
liberal  and  jmlilii'  spirited,  takes  a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs  and 
all  the  best  intei'ests  of  the  community.  He  is  a  stalwart  republican 
in  politics,  but  the  ojily  office  which  he  has  consented  to  serve  is  that 
of  constable  of  Perkins  Township. 

Elmer  B.  Otto.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Elmer  B.  Otto,  is  a 
6omparati\-ely  youni;-  man,  bm-n  and  reared  in  Erie  County,  and  first 
saw  the  li^jiit  of  (la>  on  wiiat  is  known  as  the  old  Captain  Dennis  Farm 
on  the  liMli  day  of  .May,  ls>s."i.  heing  a  second  son  of  Herman  W.  Otto,  ' 
the  well  known  farmer  who  has  lived  on  the  above  farm  for  more  than 
thirty  years. 

The  grandparents  of  Elmer  B.  Otto  were  Franz  J.  M.  and  Sophia 
P.  Otto,  who  emigi-ated  to  this  country  in  1851,  and  for  a  time  lived  on 
Long  Island  in  the  State  of  New  York.  There  were  born  to  them  six 
childi'cn,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.:  Frederica,  Jennie,  Franz, 
Heiinan,  Albert  and  Clara.  In  the  year  1868  Franz  J.  M.  Otto  and 
family  came  to  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Franz  Otto  and  his  wife  were  people 
of  liood  eilucation.  he  was  a  florist  and  landscape  gardener  and  for  many 
years  conducted  a  nursery  and  greenhouse  on  the  old  Columbus  Pike 
near  the  site  of  the  old  Toll  Gate.  Many  are  the  trees  in  this  county 
that  stand  as  monuments  to  his  memory,  such  as  the  elms  in  front  of 
the  old  Marshall  home,  the  chestnut  trees  around  the  courthouse  and 
many  others  that  might  be  mentioned.  He  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-four  years  and  sleeps  the  sleep  that  knows  no  wakening  in  Oak- 
land Cemetery  besides  his  wife.     His  wife  died  in  ISH."). 

Herman  W.  (>ttn  was  a  mere  lad  when  his  parents  came  to  Sandusky. 
and  after  attending  the  Sandusky  public  schools  tlevoted  his  attention 
to  farming.  At  first  he  worked  on  the  farm  for  Captain  Dennis,  then 
rented  it  and  later  purchased  it,  and  for  nuiny  years  has  enjoyed  living 
there.  He  was  married  to  Frances  Oswald,  who  was  born  in  Sandusky, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Helen  (Frey)  Oswald,  both  natives  of 
(jermany.  Andrew  Oswald  was  a  cabinet  maker  and  for  many  years 
applied  himself  at  that  trade,  but  eventually  went  into  the  dairy  busi- 
ness. He  was  seventy-three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  and 
his  wife  sixty-three.  Their  ten  children  were  Margaret,  deceased  ;  Aloy- 
sius,  Frances,  Mary,  John,  Pauline,  George,  Andrew,  Fred  and  Julius. 
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liermau  Otto  and  his  wife  Frances  reared  seven  children,  Walter,  Elmer, 
Jennie,  Edith,  Elnora,  Frederick  and  Alverna,  all  of  whom  are  now 
living  in  the  City  of  Sandusky  or  in  the  county. 

■  The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  woi-ker,  he  that  labors  for  his 
fellowman,  will  be  recognized  as  he  deserves,  and  he  that  renders  sei-vice, 
be  it  ever  so  humble,  shall  be  regarded  above  one  that  labors  only  for 
dollars.  Elmer  B.  Otto  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  there 
acquired  the  fundamentals  of  his  present  success.  His  parents  and 
grandpai-ents  were  all  earnest,  hard  working,  industrial  people,  paid 
their  debts  and  performed  their  obligations  to  society  as  all  Avill  bear 
witness  who  ever  knew  any  of  them.  Elmer  B.  Ottn  was  mnri-ied  to 
Ada  Rittmau  in  1908.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  Sall(|ll^ky  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Christopher  and  Louisa  Rittman  and  a  si.slcr  of  Walter  ' 
Rittman,  who  has  just  become  known  to  fame  not  so  much  through  his 
chemical  discoveries  as  his  enlightened  spirit  of  laboring  for  the  public 
good  rather  than  for  dollars  or  private  monopoly.  To  Elmer  B.  Otto 
and  wife  Ada  were  born  two  bright  sons,  Walter  and  Howard  Christian. 

Elmer  B.  Otto  began  before  he  was  of  age  to  sell  milk  from  his 
father's  farm  with  one  horse  and  wagon  and  selling  direct  from  the  can. 
His  first  venture  was  to  buy  a  "new  f angled"  milk  cooler  in  order  to 
cool  the  milk  as  soon  as  drawn  from  the  cows.  Next  he  purchased  his 
first  separator  for  separating  the  cream  from  the  milk.  This  was  a 
small  hand-power  machine.  Though  that  was  a  humble  beginning,  Elmer 
B.  Otto  has  never  lost  hope,  has  met  with  difScuIties  and  disappoint- 
ments, but  he  has  made  money  and  it  is  largely  to  his  credit  that  San- 
dusky today  enjoys  the  good  quality  of  milk  delivered  in  sealed  bottles 
free  from  dirt  or  germs. 

It  has  always  bi'cn  his  ambition  to  have  a  good  business  and  give 
as  much  or  a  little  ninir  Uw  the  money  than  his  competitors.  In  1907 
he  was  able  to  purclias.'  tlic  splendid  property  known  as  the  old  "Pitt 
Cook"  home  at  91.")  Wasliiimtmi  Street.  This  property  has  a  frontage 
of  112  feet  ami  twcKc  i-oils  dci'i)  with  an  alley  in  the  rear.  The  large 
three-story  stmie  (Iwcllini;  lioiise  faces  Washington  Street,  where  Mr. 
Otto  lives  and  conducts  his  Imsiness  enterprises.  On  the  rear  of  the 
lot,  seven  days  in  the  week,  cxci'vonc  is  intcrcslnl  in  seeing  that  the 
people  of  Sandusky  get  fresh  uiill;  fei-  their  ,-iitfee.  Here  all  milk  is 
tested  by  the  "Babcock"  iiietliod  to  i'md  if  tlie  milk  is  up  to  the  proper 
standard;  here  also  is  the  engine  and  boiler  room,  the  refrigerating 
machine,  the  steam  separator,  the  monstrous  churn,  the  bottle  washing 
machines  and  bottle  filling  machinery.  Mr.  Otto,  be  it  to  his  credit, 
has  visited  New  York.  Cleveland,  Chicago,  Indianapolis,  Pittsburgh, 
Detroit,  Cincinnati,  Columbus,  and  m  fact  all  of  the  great  cities  fre- 
quently to  get  the  latest  and  best  ideas  in  the  milk  and  cream  industries 
of  the  world.  Those  who  have  visited  the  place  of  Mr.  Otto,  and  also 
fortunate  enough  to  have  visited  other  like  places,  cannot  but  feel  proud 
of  the  fact  that  Sandusky  is  up  to  date  in  the  matter  of  her  milk 
supply  and  delivery. 

Eight  wagons  deliver  milk  to  the  customers  all  over  the  city;  2,000 
pounds  of  butter  is  made  here  eveiy  week  for  the  home  trade,  and 
buttermilk,  skini-uiilk  ami  eottaue  cheese,  as  well  as  cream  for  ice  cream, 
are  among  the  |ir(ulii(ts  ef  this  plant.  About  a  year  and  a  half  ago  Mr. 
Otto  purcha.sed  and  opeiated  a  confectionery  and  ice  cream  store  on 
Columbus  Avenue,  but  the  ever  increasing  duties  to  his  continually 
enlarging  business  compelled  him  to  sell  out  the  store  to  his  brother, 
Walter  Otto. 

All  milk  from  this  plant  is  pastem-ized,  bottled  and  placed  in  cold 
storage  until  delivered  to  the  patron.  Cleanliness  and  wholesomeness, 
together  with  prompt  service,  have  been  for  Mr.  Otto  an  ideal  that  he 
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has  lived  up  to  eonstautly.  Fraternally  ]\Ir.  Otto  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent younger  members  of  the  Masonic  order.  HLs  affiliations  are  with 
Perseverance  Lodge  No.  329,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Sandusky  City  Chapter  No. 
72,  R.  A.  M. ;  Sandusky  Council,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Sandusky  City  Commandery 
No.  26,  K.  T. ;  and  Zenobia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also 
belongs  to  Lodge  No.  285,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
to  Lodge  No.  444,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 

John  P.  Mowry.  The  owner  of  one  of  the  excellent  farms  found 
in  the  rich  agricultural  district  of  Oxford  Township,  John  P.  Mowry 
since  early  youth  has  been  a  productive  worker,  and  has  always  busied 
,  himself  with  something  useful  either  to  himself  or  to  others.  In  addi- 
tion to  operating  his  farm  he  furnishes  a  valuable  service  to  the  com- 
uiuuity  by  operating  a  threshing  outfit  during  the  season  and  also 
conducts  a  portable  sawmill. 

His  life  began  in  Oscar  Township,  of  Erie  County,  Februaiy  17, 
1870,  and  he  is  a  son  of  the  late  John  and  Louise  (Leber)  Mowry,  the 
former  a  native  of  Switzerland  and  the  latter  of  Nassau,  Germany. 
John  Mowry,  who  died  November  9,  1907,  was  brought  when  nine  years 
of  age  from  his  native  land  to  America,  his  parents  settling  in  Seneca 
County,  Ohio,  where  John's  father  died.  He  grew  up  and  received  his 
education  in  that  locality  and  snliscriuently  removed  to  Erie  County, 
eventually  settling  in  Oscar  Tii\Mislii|>,  where  for  many  years  he  was 
one  of  the  active  farmers.  Duriii'^  tin-  \\;\r  between  the  states  he  enlisted 
and  spent  three  years  in  the  Uniun  aniiy  and  nine  months  of  that  time 
were  passed  enduring  the  hardships  and  privations  of  the  notorious 
military  prison  at  Andersonville,  Georgia.  He  saw  much  active  service 
and  participated  in  several  of  the  gi-eat  battles  of  the  war.  His  six 
children  were :  Charles,  of  Kimball,  Ohio ;  Jolm  P.  of  Oxford  Town- 
ship ;  Louise,  wife  of  Henry  L.  Scheid  of  Oxford  Townsliip ;  Carrie, 
wife  of  Claude  Livengood  of  Oxford  Township ;  Adolph  of  Conneaut, 
Ohio;  and  Edward,  now  deceased.  The  late  John  Mowry  was  a  demo- 
crat in  politics  and  made  himself  useful  wherever  he  was.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Association  and  carried  his  religion  into  his 
everyday  life.  His  widow  is  still  living,  being  now  in  her  seventieth 
year,  and  en.joying  the  fruits  of  a  life  spent  in  usefulness  and  well 
doing,  surrnuiifh^d  by  her  family  and  a  large  circle  of  friends.  She  was 
reared  in  Giinuiiiy  :iii(l  came  to  America  in  her  nineteenth  year,  and 
since  that  time  Ikis  Ikimi  continuously  a  resident  of  Erie  County. 

On  the  faiiii  nf  liis  father  John  P.  Mowry  grew  up  in  Oxford 
Township  and  was  |iii|i;iri(l  for  his  career  partly  in  the  public  schools 
and  partly  by  thr  ili^i  iplim^  of  ^he  farm  and  by  the  teachings  and 
precepts  of  his  parents  wlio  inculcated  in  their  children  habits  of 
industry  and  strict  honesty.  Through  his  business  activities  carried  on 
over  a  period  of  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Mowrj'  now  owns  IO6I/2  acres 
of  land,  devoted  to  general  farming. 

On  October  7,  1898,  he  mm  ried  :\Iiss  Florence  Miller,  who  was  born 
in  Groton  Township,  dauiilil ei-  nf  William  Miller,  for  many  years  well 
known  in  that  section  of  Kr'n'  Cnnnfy.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mowry,  and  I  lie  ihive  now  livine-  are  Earl  C,  Alberta 
and  Vietta,  while  the  two  ileee,ise,|  ueiv  name,]  Melvin  and  Florence. 

For  four  years  Mr.  IMowiy  .served  as  treasurer  of  Oxford  Township 
and  well  justified  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  to  his  administra- 
tion. He  is  a  democrat  in  politics  and  wherever  known  i.s  held  in  high 
regard  for  his  progressiveness  and  his  thorough  integrity. 

Lkwis  a.  liicATTV.  When  a  good  man  ]>assps  to  the  liigliei-  life  he 
leaves  a  void  in  the  eoinmunity  that  is  hard  to  fill.     Tliough  his  place 
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iu  the  business  world  may  be  taken  by  a  competent  successor,  old  ties 
have  been  sundered  and  old  associations  broken,  and  memory — that 
precious  tie  that  links  us  with  the  past — can  alone  revive  his  personality 
and  place  him  iu  our  midst  again.  Let  us  be  thankful  for  it,  for,  if  it 
sometimes  strikes  a  note  of  sorrow,  it  also  sounds  the  chords  of  joy, 
for  what  soul  is  there  so  dead  to  all  the  best  feelings  of  humanity  that 
would  willingly  forget  the  loved  ones  who  have  gone  before?  When, 
on  June  3,  1911,  Lewis  A.  Beatty  passed  from  this  earthly  life,  he 
left  behind  many  precious  memories  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  those 
who  liad  known  and  loved  him.  A  sucicssful  liusiness  man,  the  leading 
iiieirhant  in  Castalia,  honest  in  the  stiirtrst  smse,  a  loving  husband, 
kind  lather  and  good  neighbor,  his  plac  l-^  iinlc.-,|  hard  to  fill. 

Air.  Beatt}-  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  having  been  born  in 
Otsego  County,  New  York,  December  7,  1844,  a  son  of  Alexander  and 
Maria  (Lewis)  Beatty.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland  who  came 
to  America  with  his  parents  when  eleven  years  old,  the  family  settling 
at  New  Berlin,  Chenango  County,  New  York,  which  county  is  adjacent 
to  Otsego,  to  which  section  they  afterwards  moved.  Mrs.  Maria  Beatty, 
whose  family  was  of  French  extraction,  was  a  good  wife  and  mother, 
who  ruled  her  household  wisely  and  well,  and  to  whom  doubtless  the 
subject  of  this  memoir  owed  many  of  the  qualities  which  had  to  do  with 
his  success  iu  life. 

Lewis  A.  Beatty  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  in  his 
youth  attending  the  public  schools.  The  knowledge  thus  acquired  was 
supplemented  in  after  life  b\-  reading  and  practical  experience  of  men 
and  things.  He  began  iiidiist  li.il  life  at  an  early  age  and  by  dint  of 
energy  and  perseverance.  Iiaiked  ]>y  intelligence,  soon  became  self-sup- 
porting. December  23,  Isby,  in  Otsego  County,  New  York,  he  married 
Miss  Fannie  Adams,  who  was  born  in  that  county,  December  5,  1847. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  C.  and  Catherine  (Edwards)  Adams, 
both  parents  being  natives  of  England,  who  caiiie  tn  America  about  1838, 
.settling  first  in  Utica,  New  York.  From  tliai  eity  lley  .subsequently 
removed — after  a  few  years — to  Edmeston,  (_)tse^M  (  nunty,  where  they 
resided  until  their  death.  In  1877  Mr.  Beatty,  with  his  wife  and 
family,  removed  to  Bloomingville,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  for  fifteen 
years  he  was  manager  of  a  general  store  for  Thomas  Adams,  also  serving 
as  postmaster  for  a  number  of  years.  He  then  removed  to  Rocky  Ridge, 
Ottawa  County,  Ohio,  and  was  there  engaged  in  mercantile  business  for 
himself  for  fifteen  years,  also  serving  eight  years  as  postmaster.  At 
the  end  of  that  period  he  came  with  bis  family  to  Castalia  and  entered 
into  general  mercantile  business  here,  conducting  it  successfully  from 
his  advent  in  1907  until  his  death  in  June,  1911,  as  above  recorded. 
His  strict  integrity  and  upright  character,  united  to  a  kind  and  genial 
disposition,  won  him  friends  from  the  start  and  he  never  lost  their 
confidence.  He  easily  gained  a  leading  place  among  the  merchants  of 
the  town  and  was  universally  reeneniy,.,]  not  only  as  a  good  business 
man,  but  as  a  useful  and  pulilie-spirited  citizen.  A  man  of  strong 
moral  principle,  he  was  an  ardi'iit  fsiippdrter  of  the  temperance  cause 
and  always  followed  the  golden  rule  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men. 
The  business  he  so  successfully  built  up  is  now  carried  on  by  his  widow 
and  other  members  of  his  family  and  still  continues  in  a  thriving  and 
prosperous  condition.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  Mr.  Beatty  owed 
much  of  his  success  to  his  wife,  who,  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
was  his  wise  and  faithful  counsellor  and  assistant,  an  obligation  he  was 
always  ready  to  acknowledge.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Henry  L.,  residing  in  Castalia,  Ohio;  Cora,  who  is  now 
deceased ;  Mary  A.,  Avho  resides  in  Castalia ;  Clifton  A.,  a  resident  of 
Grenada.  Mississippi,  and  Carrie  M.,  who  is  the  postmistress  of  Ca.stalia. 
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Mrs.  Beatty  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  and  her 
daughters  occupy  a  tasteful  and  comfortable  residence  in  Castalia. 

Claude  B.  DeWitt.  One  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Sandusky 
bar  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  Mr.  DeWitt  has  many  interests  and 
activities  outside  of  his  profession  which  have  made  his  name  familiar 
and  prove  the  value  of  his  service  and  his  high  standing  in  the  com- 
munity. 

The  DeAVitt  farm,  on  which  he  was  born  in  Perkins  Township,  April 
20,  1878,  is  almost  the  only  farm  now  in  that  township  which  has  re- 
mained in  the  same  family  for  three  successive  generations.  It  was 
settled  by  his  grandparents,  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Buck)  DeWitt, 
who  were  of  Holland  Dutch  parentage  and  came  to  Ohio  daring  the 
decade  of  the  '30s.  After  they  marrird  tlicy  established  llieii-  lniiiie  on 
the  farm  a  part  of  which  is  now  ini-lmleil  in  (he  eidiiiuls  of  tln'  ( Hiio 
Soldiers'  Home.     Their  location  there  was  in  l,s4!),  and  it  e(iiitiinie(l  to 

be  their  place  ol'   r.'^idei 1he   ivst   of  their  lives.     Will  C.   DeWitt, 

father  of  1lie  Saminsky  altniiieN,  and  the  only  son  of  George  W.  and 
Elizabeth  DeWitt.  was  hdin  ami  s[ient  his  entire  life  on  the  same  farm, 
and  died  there  in  1913.  This  old  homestead,  interesting  and  valuable 
to  the  DeWitt  family,  is  now  owned  by  Claude  B.  DeWitt,  who  was  the 
only  child  of  Will  C.  DeWitt  and  wife.  The  mother  was  Anna  Bennett, 
and  she  was  aIsM  linrn  in  l-'.rie  ('(unity.  Her  parents  were  Robert  and 
Ellen  (Miliiei-  I'.ennett.  ilie  loiiiiei-  of  Iri.sh  and  the  latter  of  English 
descent.     Ruliert  lli'iniett  likewis  •  spent  all  his  years  in  Erie  Covmty. 

After  graduating  from  the  Sandusky  High  School  in  1895,  Claude  B. 
DeWitt  entered  the  Ohio  State  liiivci'sity,  where  he  was  given  his 
degree  LL.  B.  in  1900.  Experience  and  hard  work  have  brought  him 
a  large  practice  at  Sandusky,  where  he  enjoys  an  enviable  position. 

In  1902  Mr.  DeWitt  was  revision  clerk  of  the  General  A.ssembly  of 
Ohio,  and  was  selected  by  Governor  Nash  as  secretary  of  the  code 
connnission  to  draft  the  municipal  code  for  Ohio  cities  that  was  enacted 
in  1902.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Regiment 
Ohio  National  Guard,  and  since  1910  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Boy  Scout 
movement  at  Sandusky.  He  served  as  director  of  public  safety  at  San- 
dusky during  1910-11,  and  since  1907  has  been  referee  in  bankruptcy 
of  the  United  States  District  Court.  He  was  director  of  the  Castalia 
Bank  during  19]  2-1 913.  :\Ir.  DeWitt  is  secretary  of  The  Great  Lakes 
Waterwa.ys  Conference,  an  organization  made  up  of  all  of  the  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce  in  the  port  cities  of  the  Great  Lakes. 

In  politics  a  republican,  he  served  a  numlier  of  years  on  county 
and  city  committees.  Mr.  DeWitt  is  affiliated  with  iMasonry.  including 
the  thirty-second  degree  of  Scottish  Rite  and  Erie  Commandery  of  the 
Knights  Templar,  and  also  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
or  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sunyendeand  Club  and  is  chairman 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  ilen'.s  Literary  Club.  His  church 
is  the  Congregational. 

On  April  25,  1901,  at  ( ■olumlms,  he  married  Telhi  :\I.  Axline.  Her 
father.  Gen.  H.  A.  Axline,  served  as  a  i)rivate  in  the  Civil  war,  during 
the  Spanish  American  war  was  colonel  eonnnanding  the  Tenth  Ohio 
\'i)lunteer  Infantry,  and  for  twelve  years  was  adjutant  general  of  Ohio, 
so  thai  liis  name  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  the  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
DeWitt  have  one  child,  Axline  C.  DeWitt,  now  twelve  years  of  age. 

Thomas  B.  Potter,  prominent  citizen,  well-to-do  farmer  and  a  trus- 
tee of  Groton  Town.ship,  has  lived  in  this  locality  since  1874.  lie  came 
here  from  Wood  County,  and  after  his  marriaee.  Ocinliei-  4,  ls7i.  seiilcd 
on  his  present  farm  and  his  life  since  then  has  heen  a  Imsy  and  ]ii-nlitalile 
one.  Ml'.  Pnttei-  is  a  son  of  William  B.  and  Clarissa  (Shipman)  Potter, 
and  lie  was  liorn  in  IMereer  Count  v,  Ohio,  on  October  28,  1853. 
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WiULam  B.  Potter  was  a  native  of  Nottinghamshire,  England.  His 
father,  Tlioinas  Potter,  long  established  in  England,  and  William  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  America  when  he  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years.  They 
located  in  Mercer  County,  Ohio,  near  Chickasaw,  in  the  year  1832, 
and  were  among  the  early  settlers  in  that  region.  There  William  B. 
Potter  reached  man's  estate  and  settled  on  a  farm  of  his  own  after  his 
marriage  to  Clarissa  Shipman,  who  was  a  native  daughter  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania.  They  lived  in  IMercer  County  until  1864,  when  they 
moved  into  Wood  County,  settling  in  Weston  Township,  and  they  lived 
there  to  the  end  of  their  days.  The  father  was  almost  eighty-four  years 
of  age  when  he  passed  on  in  1903.  They  were  people  of  exemplary 
character  and  habits,  and  their  lives  wei-e  valuable  contributions  to 
the  communities  wlierein  they  lived. 

Thomas  B.  Potter  was  eleven  years  old  when  his  parents  moved 
from  fiercer  to  Wood  County,  Ohio,  and  he  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  the  farm  home  in  the  last  named  county.  He  had  the  privilege  of 
attending  the  local  schools,  and  such  advantages  as  he  had  in  that 
respect  were  supplemented  by  a  good  home  training  in  the  practical 
things  of  life.  When  he  was  twenty-one,  yoiuig  Potter  left  home,  came 
to  Erie  County  and  settled  on  a  Groton  Township  farm  in  the  year 
1847.  On  this  place  he  still  lives.  His  farm  is  a  ninety-nine  acre  tract, 
and  it  is  devoted  to  general  farming.  Mr.  Potter  is  a  practical  and 
therefore  a  successful  farmer.  He  has  been  more  or  less  interested  in 
stock-raising,  always  an  ad.iunet  to  general  farming,  and  his  farm  is 
one  of  the  well  kept  and  thrifty  looking  places  in  the  townsliip  that 
it  is  noted  for  its  prosperity. 

For  several  years  Mv.  Potter  has  been  local  agent  for  the  Amer- 
ican Agricultural  Chemical  Compau.y  of  Cincinnati,  and  he  has  made 
a  feature  of  one  of  their  products,  known  as  Bowker's  Fertilizer.  He 
has  amply  demonstrated  the  need  for  commercial  fertilizer  in  his  own 
farming  and  through  his  introduction  of  it  in  the  township  and  county 
has  increased  the  standard  of  productiveness  in  a  goodly  measure. 
Mr.  Potter  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  a  trustee  of  Groton  Town- 
ship, and  he  has  served  the  town  as  superintendent  of  roads,  as  well. 
He  is  a  Republican  on  the  larger  issues,  but  in  local  polities  does  not 
permit  party  lines  to  influence  his  actions.  His  fraternal  affiliations 
are  with  the  Masons  and  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  and  his  family  are 
memliers  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Thomas  B.  Potter  was  married  on  October  4,  1877.  to  ^laria  Hale, 
born  in  York  Township,  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Sarah  Hale,  natives  of  England  who  settled  in  Sandusky 
County  early  in  the  thirties.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Potter.  Worthy  W.  is  a  farmer  of  Groton  Township,  and  he  has 
one  son,  Thomas  Eldon  Potter.  Eva  M.,  uinnarried,  lives  at  home,  as 
does  JIabel  A.,  while  Gertrude  C,  the  second  child,  is  deceased.  Worthy 
W.  and  ^label  A.  are  graduates  of  high  school,  of  Belle\aie,  Ohio. 

The  Potter  family  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  in  the  township 
where  they  have  lived  for  the  last  forty  years.  They  are  representa- 
tive of  the  best  element  of  local  citizenship,  and  en,joy  the  confidence 
and  good  will  of  their  fellow-townspeople  in  the  highest  measure. 

Charles  P.  Sebolt.  The  Sebolt  home  and  farm  is  in  the  Village 
of  Florence  and  in  the  township  of  that  name,  where  Mr.  Sebolt  is  a 
prosperous  farmer  and  stock  man,  and  by  reason  of  his  long  service 
as  a  trustee  of  the  township  is  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  in  that 
part,  of  Erie   County. 

He  is  living  now  in  the  same  community  where  he  was  born  on  Jan- 
uary 28,  1866,  and  has  never  been  long  ab.sent  from  the  scenes  in  which 
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he  was  born  and  reared.  Ilis  parents  were  Anthony  and  ]\Iary  (Ritzen- 
thaler)  Sebolt,  both  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  of  the  Catholic 
faith.  The  father  was  born  in  1831  and  the  mother  in  1835.  Anthony 
Sebolt  came  to  America  in  1850,  accompanying  his  father  and  other 
members  of  the  family,  and  was  six  weeks  on  the  ocean  between  Bremen 
and  New  York.  He  came  on  to  Milan  Township  in  Erie  County,  anil 
the  family  lived  there  for  a  ninnber  of  years,  and  while  there  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ritzenthaler  who  had  also  come  with  other  members  of  her 
family  from  Germany.  Anthony  Sebolt  learned  and  followed  the  trade 
of  shoemaker,  while  his  father  before  him  was  a  blacksmith,  but  in 
later  years  became  well  known  as  a  herb  doctor,  and  died  at  the  home 
of  his  daughter  in  Cleveland  when  an  old  man.  Anthony  Sebolt  toward 
the  end  of  the  decade  of  the  '50s,  after  the  birth  of  two  children,  moved 
from  Milan  to  Florence  TowTiship,  and  set  up  in  business  at  the  thriv- 
ing little  Village  of  Florence,  which  then  contained  but  a  few  inhabit- 
ants and  was  a  much  more  important  center  of  population  and  trade 
than  it  is  now.  There  he  opened  a  custom  boot  and  shoe  makiny  slio|) 
and  repair  shoj)  and  conducted  it  successfully  for  some  years.  I>atrr 
for  about  thirty  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  wine  and  liquor  business, 
and  died  in  1909  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  Pie  was  noted  for  his 
remarkable  vigor,  and  kept  up  his  energetic  career  almost  to  the  last 
day  of  his  life.  Anthony  Sebolt  was  a  democrat  and  took  much  part 
in  local  aifairs.  His  wife  died  in  June,  1914,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
Both  remained  faithful  to  the  religion  in  which  they  had  been  reared. 
Their  family  consisted  of  six  sous  and  four  daughters,  and  all  are  living 
except  two  daughters  and  all  married  except  two  sons,  and  those  mar- 
ried have  children  with  the  exception  of  one  of  the  daughters. 

Charles  P.  Sebolt  grew  up  at  Florenc<',  attended  the  district  schools 
there,  and  after  reaching  his  majdrily  Imiiglit  a  small  tract  of  land  a 
little  south  and  east  of  the  vilhiiiv.  Imt  siilisequently  sold  that  and  pur- 
chased the  sixty-two  acres  in  and  ad.joining  the  village,  which  place  he 
has  owned  and  occupied  for  the  past  twenty-fovir  years.  Under  his 
direction  it  has  become  a  highly  valuable  and  improved  farm.  His 
home  is  a  large  ten-room  modern  house,  painted  yellow  with  white  trim- 
mings, and  set  in  a  lawn  shaded  by  beautiful  trees.  As  part  of  his  farm 
equipment  he  has  two  barns,  one  30x50  feet  and  the  other  30x40  feet. 
He  is  also  a  fruit  grower,  has  some  fifteen  hundred  peach  trees  anil  six 
ai^res  of  apple  trees  besides  other  fruits,  all  of  choice  varieties,  and  he 
exercises  a  great  deal  of  care  in  looking  after  his  fruit  crop.  His  chief 
indu.stry,  however,  is  general  crops  and  stock.  He  keeps  tii'st  class 
grades  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  and  operates  a  small  dairy. 

Mr.  Sebolt  was  married  in  Berlin  Heights  to  ]Miss  ]Mary  Appeman, 
who  was  born  at  Amherst  in  Lorain  County,  Jlay  3,  1865.  and  while 
growing  up  there  received  a  careful  training  in  the  public  schools.  Her 
parents  were  John  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Appeman,  both  natives  of 
Germany,  came  to  the  T^nited  States  before  the  war,  and  lived  in  Lorain 
County,"  begiimiiip  llicir  niafried  lives  there  as  farmers.  John  Appe- 
man died  at  the  aizr  nf  srvmty-two,  and  his  wife  had  also  reached  that 
age  when  slii>  i)assi'(|  away.  Ilicii'  deaths  occurring  about  two  years  a[)art. 
They  wei-c   iiManluis   cif   ih.'    rn.tistant   denomination,   and    wimt    pi-ns- 

perOUS     and      llil^illv      l'rs|.rrtr,l      |M'.i|i|i". 

Mr.  ami  Mrs.  SelnjU  liave  one  daughter,  Pearl  Iv,  who  was  born 
April  7,  1892,  and  after  finishing  her  education  nuirried  James  F. 
Hillock,  who  is  an  electrical  engineer,  having  graduated  from  Armour 
Institute  in  Chicago.  In  1907  in  a  beauty  contest  Mrs.  Hillock  won 
a  prize  and  honor,  slie  l)eing  (Icclavcd  the  most  hcautirnl  woman  in  tli(^ 
State  of  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Sebolt  is  a  mnnber  of  the  Con!iTci;'ali(inal   Clnirrh.     Mr.  Seliolt 
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is  a  democrat  aud  for  uiueteeu  consecutive  years  enjoyed  the  confideuee 
of  his  fellow  citizens  who  regularly  elected  him  township  trustee.  For 
several  years  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

David  B.  Nims.  Seventy-five  years  ago  David  B.  Niras,  one  of  the 
well  known  and  respected  citizens  of  Groton  Township,  Erie  County, 
was  born  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  His  natal  day  was 
November  18,  1840,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Worthington  and  Betsy  (Barn- 
ard)  Nims,  both  born  in  old  Massachusetts. 

Worthington  Nims  came  to  Ohio  from  Massachusetts,  settling  in 
Erie  County  in  the  early  twenties  of  the  last  century,  and  he  was  among 
the  very  earliest  of  the  pioneers  to  this  section  of  the  state.  He  took 
up  land,  toili'd  early  and  late  to  make  a  productive  spot  of  it,  and  suc- 
ceeded ;uliiiii;ilily.  Even  in  his  lifetime  it  gave  pi-omise  of  being  a 
fruitful  jihiic,  ;iiid  in  more  recent  years  it  has  been  developed  to  the 
fullest  I'Xteat.  This  pioneer  citizen  spent  his  life  on  that  farm,  and 
died  there  in  1895.  lie  was  well  known  and  deeply  respected  through- 
out the  county,  and  his  death  was  accounted  a  great  loss  in  his  com- 
munity. 

His  son,  David  B.  Nims  of  this  review,  succeeded  to  ownership  of 
the  place  on  which  he  was  born,  and  here  he  has  continued  to  live.  The 
breeding  of  blooded  horses  has  been  a  part  of  his  business,  and  he  has 
enjoyed  a  generous  measui-e  of  success  in  whatever  enterprise  he  has 
undertaken.  He  followed  his  public  school  training  with  a  course  of 
study  in  the  iirepnratnry  department  of  Oberlin  College,  and  he  was 
married  (in  Xovciiiliii-  2-"),  1863,  to  Sabra  Stebbins,  who  was  born  in  Lynne 
Towiisiii|).  lliiicui  Cuiinty.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Elida 
(Faiuiine  I  Stcliliiii.s.  nntivos  of  Conway,  JMas.sachusetts,  and  New  York 
state,  iesi)ecti\('l\ .  Alfiril  StebJiins,  when  he  fii'st  came  to  Ohio,  located 
near  Ww  Liin.ldii  :iimI  hi1ri-  on  came  to  Lynne  Township,  in  Huron 
Couiit\ ,  sett  line-  near  Belleviie  in  an  early  day.  He  was  born  in  1810  and 
was  still  very  ,\  iiung  wlien  he  settled  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

To  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Nims  one  son  was  born, — Alfred  S.,  now  deceased. 
He  married  Jessie  G.  Wills,  who  make.s  her  home  with  her  husband's 
parents. 

The  Nims  family  are  members  of  the  Ridge  Congregational  Church, 
and  are  socially  prominent  in  their  community,  where  they  have  a  wide 
circle  of  good  friends.  Jlr.  Nims  has  been  a  leader  in  the  community, 
and  has  been  the  staunch  friend  of  education  all  his  life.  He  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  expert  horse  men  of  the  county,  and  is  well  known 
for  his  success  as  a  breeder  and  trainer.  He  owns  land  in  Erie  and 
Huron  townships,  aside  from  the  old  farm  home  on  which  he  lives,  and 
is  among  the  prosperous  men  of  Groton  Township.  He  has  the  con- 
fidence and  good  will  of  all  who  know  him,  and  his  place  in  the  township 
is  most  secure. 

M.vRK  E.  Clary.  A  family  that  maintains  its  position  steadily  for 
one  generation  after  another  in  one  locality  po.ssesses  unusual  elements 
of  strength  and  character.  While  there  are  a  number  of  families  who 
have  made  their  homes  in  Erie  County  for  almost  a  century,  probably 
none  of  those  now  living  have  retained  more  of  the  sturdy  qualities 
which  enabled  their  ancestors  to  make  homes  in  the  wilderness  than 
the  mendwrs  of  the  Clary  family.  As  a  family  the  Clarys  have  always 
been  exponents  of  the  simple  and  wholesome  principles  and  ideals  of 
life,  have  devoted  themselves  with  few  exceptions  to  farming  as  a 
vocation,  and  for  fully  a  century  their  influence  and  activities  have 
gone  towards  making  a  better  community. 

The  founder  of  the  familv  in  Northern  Ohio  was  Elihu  Clary,  who 
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was  of  Irish  ancestry,  but  was  born  at  Jlontague,  Massafhusetts,  July 
18,  1791.  He  grew  up  in  his  native  state,  and  was  married  October 
14,  1814,  to  Miss  Parley  Brooks,  who  was  born  October  20,  1792,  of  an 
old  New  England  family.  Not  long  after  their  marriage  they  di'ter- 
mined  to  find  a  home  in  the  new  country  west  of  the  Allcjluii^  Mmuii- 
tain.s.  They  employed  the  most  primitive  means  of  lianspdi-tntidii, 
since  there  was  neither  canals  nor  railroads  at  the  time,  and  having 
with  great  labor  and  hardship  penetrated  the  wilderness  finally  located 
in  the  woods  along  the  Vermilion  River.  The  land  upon  which  they 
settled  is  now  in  part  owned  liy  tlieir  descendant,  ]Mark  E.  Clary,  named 
above,  and  for  four  sun-i  ssivc  olh,. rat  ions  and  a  period  of  close  upon  a 
century  one  family  naiiir  lias  licin  idintilicd  with  this  particular  local- 
ity. Elihu  Clary  and  witV  possessed  all  the  ciualifications  to  enable 
them  to  live  and  make  a  home  in  the  wildei-ness.  They  improved  their 
land,  but  finally  removed  to  Huron  County,  where  Elihu  died  June  11, 
1824,  and  his  wife  passed  away  June  18,  1830.  In  politics  he  M'as  a 
whig. 

In  the  ne.xt  generation  the  descent  continued  through  George  W. 
Clary,  who  was  born  in  the  wilds  of  Florence  Township  October  28, 
1818,  reached  manhood  in  time  to  participate  in  the  still  heavy  task 
that  confronted  the  settlers  in  this  locality,  and  spent  his  active  career 
as  a  farmer.  He  married  Eliza  Chandler,  the  ceremony  tliat  made 
them  man  and  wife  being  performed  in  Florence  Townslii|i  S,|)f,'iiil)er 
13,  1844.  She  was  born  in  that  township  January  23,  l"^'.^!.  ami  was 
a  sister  of  Daniel  Chandler,  a  pioneer  name  to  which  special  attention 
is  given  on  other  pages  of  this  work.  After  his  marriage  Greorge  W. 
Clary  started  housekeeping  on  the  very  spot  now  occupied  by  the  home 
of  his  grandson,  Mark  E.  He  lived  a  long  and  usefid  career,  passing 
away  January  15,  1899.  His  wife  survived  until  January  3,  1006.  George 
W.  Clary  as  a  farmer  and  business  man  stood  with  hardly  an  equal  in 
his  time  and  generation  in  Erie  County.  The  results  of  his  energy'  and 
enterprise  were  i-epresented-  by  the  accumulation  of  nearly  400  acres 
of  fine  farming  land,  divided  into  three  farms,  and  improved  up  to  the 
standards  of  his  time.  He  and  his  wife  w-ere  also  factors  in  supporting 
all  the  institutions  and  movements  that  are  most  required  in  a  new 
(country,  and  the  impress  of  their  influence  can  still  be  seen.  He  was 
a  whig  and  later  a  republican,  and  his  activity  in  local  affairs  led  to 
liis  service  for  three  years  as  a  county  commissioner,  and  he  also  held 
all  the  local  township  offices.  George  W.  Clan'  and  wife  have  two  sons. 
George  C,  who  was  born  IMay  7,  1848,  married  Ella  A.  King.  He  died 
April  15,  1879,  and  his  vddow  later  married  Newton  Andress,  under 
which  name  more  pai-ticular  reference  to  this  branch  of  the  family 
will  be  found  on  other  pages. 

Fred  Jlartin,  the  older  son  of  George  W.  Clary,  was  born  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Florence  Township  August  5,  1845.  That  was  the  scene 
of  his  early  rearing,  but  after  his  nuirriage  he  mdved  out  to  Greenwood 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  for  several  years.  While  there  his  first  child, 
Frank  M.,  was  born  June  7,  1871.  This  son  is  now  married  and  op<'rates 
an  extensive  fruit  and  sugar  eane  plantation  on  the  Island  of  Cuba,  his 
children  being  Irma,  Frederick,  P]sther  and  Frank.  About  1872  tiie 
little  family  returned  to  Florence  Township,  locating  on  a  farm  near 
Birmingham,  where  Fred  M.  Clary  spent  the  rest  of  his  active  career. 
He  died  January  9,  1887,  when  still  in  the  prime  of  his  years.  He  was 
known  as  a  successful  farmer,  a  citizen  of  good  repute,  and  in  politics 
was  a  republican.  Fred  M.  Clary  was  married  in  Florence  Township 
to  Anna  E.  IMorse.  She  was  born  July  11,  1846,  on  the  farm  which 
slie  still  owns  and  occupies.  After  the  deatli  of  Mr.  Clary  she  married 
H.  J.  Thomp.son,  and  her  home  is  now  known  as  the  Morse  estate. 
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The  youuger  of  the  two  soiiij  of  Fred  M.  Clary  and  wife  is  Mark 
E.  Clary,  who  was  born  in  Florence  Township  near  tlie  Vermilion  River 
April  8,  1875.  All  his  active  career  has  been  spent  in  the  vicinity  of 
his  birthplace,  and  as  a  boy  he  learned  the  lessons  of  honest  toil  at 
the  home  farm  and  gained  his  education  in  the  local  schools.  Mr.  Clary 
inherited  from  his  grandfather.  George  W.  Clary,  101  acres  of  the  old 
homestead  already  di'M-rilnMl  and  Ims  nrcniiicd  it  as  his  home  and  farm 
since  1899.  This  is  a  siiliiidiil  (n'opprty  liotli  in  intrinsic  value  and  im- 
provements. Many  years  ago  Ids  graiidfathii-  built  the  large  basement 
barn  on  a  foundation  35x90  feet,  attaehrd  to  wliiili  is  a  large  wagon 
and  tool  shed,  40x24  feet,  and  also  a  cania'^v  hmise.  Mr.  Clary  is  a 
young  and  progressive  agriculturist  and  used  aliiKist  every  acre  of  his 
farm  for  the  production  of  the  staple  crops.  He  and  his  family  occupy 
one  of  the  best  homes  in  the  country  district  of  Florence  Township,  a 
large  fourteen-room  house  and  in  good  repair. 

Mr.  Clary's  first  wife  was  Orpha  Butcher.  She  was  born  in  Y'ork, 
Pennsylvania,  IMay  27,  1880,  but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Florence 
Township.  She  died  March  27,  1903.  The  two  children  who  survive 
her  are:  George  W.,  Ill,  born  October  12,  1900,  and  now  attending 
the  eighth  grade  of  the  public  schools;  and  Elizabeth  Oi-pha,  who  was 
born  March  20,  1903,  a  few  days  before  the  death  of  her  mother.  On 
June  6,  1905,  Mv.  Clary  married  the  sister  of  his  fii'st  wife,  Edith 
Butcher.  She  was  born  in  York,  Pennsylvania,  June  2,  1883,  but  has 
lived  in  Erie  County  since  1893.  At  that  date  her  parents,  Henry  W. 
and  Mary  E.  (Bellinger)  Butcher  came  to  Erie  County.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  February  4,  1853,  and  her  mother  in  the 
same  state  September  16,  1853.  and  both  were  of  Pennsylvania  Dutcli 
stock.  They  were  married  near  York,  Pennsylvania,  where  both  their 
daughters  were  born,  and  they  now  live  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  where  her 
father  is  a  miller.  The  other  children  in  the  Butcher  family  are: 
Harry  L..  who  is  a  farmer  and  market  gardener  at  North  Ridgeville 
in  Lorain  County,  and  has  a  daughter,  Elma  H. ;  and  Elmer  E.  Butcher, 
who  has  gained  no  little  distinction  as  an  expert  in  wireless  electricity, 
ha\ing  studied  under  the  fannnis  ;\Iai'cnni,  and  during  the  absence' of 
.Mr.  ^larconi  to  serve  in  the  lliirniican  war  young  Butcher  has  had  the 
active  management  of  the  Mari'imi  (iHii'c  in  New  York  City,  and  has  also 
supervised  the  equipment  of  many  of  tlie  Government  and  other  ocean 
steamships  with  wireless  apparatus. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarv  have  four  children:  jMark  E.,  Jr.,  born  March 
9.  1906;  Elmer  E.,  born  July  10,  1908;  Clifford  H.,  born  August  28, 
1910;  and  Gertrude  N.,  born  August  27,  1912.  The  family  attend 
the  Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Birmingham,  and  in  politics  Mr. 
Clary  is  a  republican. 

Henry  C.  Halladav.  A  lifelong  resident  of  Oluo,  and  contribut- 
ing his  share  of  the  work  of  the  world  through  the  medium  of  agricul- 
ture and  stock  raising,  Henry  C.  Halladay  died  June  10,  1899,  at  his 
homestead  farm  in  Huron  Township,  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  the 
City  of  Huron.  The  Halladay  family  has  been  iileiitilied  with  this 
section  of  Northern  Ohio  for  more  than  a  centuiy  and  in  every  gener- 
ation there  have  been  loyal,  worthy  and  industrial  eiti/.i-ns.  Besides 
his  work  as  a  farmer  the  late  ]\Ir.  Halladay  was  deeply  interested  in 
all  community  affairs,  was  an  active  republican,  and  for  several  years 
served  as  trustee  of  Huron  Township.  In  church  relations  he  was 
an  attendant  of  the  Christ  Episcopal  Church  at  Huron  and  long  served 
as  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish.  He  was  also  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  JMarks  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M..  at  Huron,  filled  several  of  its  chairs, 
including  that  of  warden. 
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He  was  born  on  his  father's  pioneer  liomestead  in  Greenfield  Towu- 
shij)  of  Huron  Count.y,  JMarch  30,  1832,  and  was  sixty-seven  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  parents  were  Horace  and  Phoebe 
(Carpenter)  Halladay,  who  were  iiiarrioil  in  Huron  County.  Avigust  10, 
1829.  Horace  was  born  in  Jiiatllclidi  n.  Vermont,  October  27,  ITMT,  and 
his  wife  in  the  same  state,  SciiIcuiImt  K).  1804.  Their  last  years  were 
spent  in  Erie  County  wliere  Airs.  Halladay  died  JMarch  15,  1868,  and 
where  Horace  passed  away  September  5,  1877.  After  his  marriage 
Horace  Halladay  became  a  farmer  near  the  little  Village  of  Green- 
field in  Huron  County  until  about  1835,  and  then  removed  to  Erie 
County,  which  only  a  few  years  before  had  been  set  oft'  from  -Huron 
County,  and  mucli  of  which  was  still  sparsely  settled  and  little  devel- 
oped. Five  years  later  Horace  Halladay  bought  a  farm  on  what  be- 
came known  as  Sand  Road,  three  miles  south  of  Huron  Milage.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Horace  Halladay  married  ]\Irs.  Eliza  Tinney, 
and  they  finally  moved  from  the  farm  to  the  Village  of  Huron.  The 
.second  wife  of  Horace  Halladay,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five, 
had  a  daughter  Helen  by  her  first  marriage,  and  this  daughter  is  now 
the  wife  of  J.  S.  McDonald,  an  Erie  County  farmer. 

Horace  Halladay  was  a  son  of  Eli  and  Catherine  (Stephens)  Hal- 
laday, both  natives  of  Vermont,  where  Eli  was  born  May  25.  1763, 
and  C:ith(  line  Pebruaiy  10,  1763.  Eli  Halladay  lived  for  a  number 
of  v.iMs  ill  Huron  Township  of  Erie  County,  where  he  died  ilay  31, 
ls4;),  and  his  wife  on  February  5,  1842.  Their  remaiiLS  are  now  at  rest 
in  the  Scott  Cemetery  in  ]\Iilan  Towiiship,  where  are  to  be  found  the 
graves  of  many  other  Erie  <'iiunty  pioneers.  Eli  Halladay  and  wife 
were  married  in  Vermont  Auiiust  25,  1785,  and  in  the  early  years  of 
the  nineteenth  century  they  came  with  their  family  to  the  Western 
Reserve  of  Ohio,  settling  in  Huron  County  more  than  a  century  ago, 
where  Eli  reclaimed  the  farm  from  the  wilderness. 

The  parents  of  Eli  Halladay  -were  Daniel  and  Anna  Halladay. 
Daniel  was  born  in  Vermont,  February  26,  1736,  and  died  in  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  January  19,  1818.  It  is  supposed  that  his  wife  was 
also  a  native  of  Vermont  and  slic  was  born  August  30,  1838,  and  died 
February  25,  1819.  They  w.iv  alivadx  advanced  in  years  when  they 
came  to  Ohio,  and  probably  arconipanied  their  son  Eli  on  his  removal 
to  this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve,  in  this  ancestral  line  of  several 
generations  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  Eli  Halladay,  thougli  only  a 
youth  at  the  time,  served  as  a  patriot  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  was  with  the  organization  known  in  history  as  the  "Green 
.Mountain  Boys."  For  generations  the  Halladay  family  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  Eli  Halladay  was  familiarly  known 
as  Deacon  Halladay,  and  his  son  Horace  filled  a  similar  position.  How- 
ever, Henry  C.  Halladay,  as  already  noted,  became  a  member  of  tlu' 
Episcopal  Church  through  the  influence  of  his  wife. 

In  Huron  Township  of  Erie  County,  February  1,  1865,  Henry 
Carpenter  Halladay  married  Miss  Maria  Louise  Shook.  She  spent  all 
her  life  in  Erie  Countv  and  died  Mav  24,  1904.  Her  parents  were 
John  and  Eliza  (Kline)  Shook,  pioneer  settlers.  A  brief  re<-ord  of 
the  children  of  Henry  ('.  and  Loiiise  Halladay  is  found  in  the  fol- 
lowing  paragraphs : 

Lorena  Frances,  who  was  born  August  9,  1867,  graduated  from  the 
Milan  Normal  School  in  1887,  was  one  of  the  first  teachers  in  the 
Huron  High  Sciiool,  and  on  November  13,  1889,  married  Dr,  Lewis 
H,  McDonald.  He  is  a  graduate  in  dentistry  from  the  University  of 
iMicliigan,  and  for  a  luimber  of  years  has  l)een  in  .successful  ]iraetiee 
in  the  Citv  of  Norwalk.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McDonald  have  four  children: 
Lewis,  the  oldest,  graduated    from   the   United    States   Naval    .\.-ademy 
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at  Annapolis  in  1915,  and  is  now  serving  iu  the  navy;  Eleanor  Louise 
graduated  from  the  Norwalk  High  School  iu  1911,  and  is  now  in  a 
nurses  training  school  in  Cleveland;  Robert  Talmadge  is  a  member  of 
the  class  of  1918  in  the  University  of  Michigan;  Elspeth  Lueinda  was 
born  in   1911. 

Phoebe  E.  Halladay  was  born  -Inly  24.  1S69,  and  died  October  4, 
1908.  Her  husband,  William  T.  Morsi-  cif  Lyndon,  Vermont,  survives 
her  with  two  children,  Louise  Alirc  iiii<|   i;,il])h  li. 

Rose  Mary  Halladay  was  born  in  LsTl  and  died  in  infancy,  and 
the  next  in  order  of  birth  was  named  j\Iary  Louise.  She  was  born 
December  26,  1872,  graduated  from  the  Huron  High  School  in  1892, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Edward  R.  Hilton,  their  home  being  at  Huron 
Village.  Mr.  Hilton,  a  native  of  Michigan,  is  iu  the  lumber  business. 
Their  children  are  Ruth  E.  and  Edward  R.  Jr. 

Austin  Patterson  Halladay,  born  July  2,  1878,  graduated  from  the 
Huron  High  School  in  1896  and  died  February  27,  1898. 

Jlartha  Halladay,  the  youngest,  was  born  ilay  25,  1882,  graduated 
from  the  Sandusky  Business  College  and  is  now  a  professional  nurse, 
with  home  at  Cleveland. 

Fifth  in  order  of  birth  among  the  children  is  John  Shook  Halla- 
day, who  was  born  January  19,  1876.  He  graduated  from  the  Huron 
High  School  in  1894,  and  was  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  assisting  in 
its  work  and  management  until  1904.  Since  then  his  home  has  been 
in  Hiiron.  He  was  with  a  Sandusky  firm  in  the  handling  of  farm 
implements  and  machinery  as  local  representative  until  1909,  then 
for  two  years  traveled  on  the  road  selling  a  similar  line  of  goods,  and 
ha-s  since  been  traveling  representative  in  Ohio  for  the  J.  L.  &  H. 
Stadler  Fertilizer   Company  of  Cleveland. 

Active  in  Masonry,  Mr.  Halladay  is  past  master  of  ]\Iarks  Lodge 
No.  359,  P.  &  A.  il.  at  Huron;  is  past  patron  of  the  local  chapter  of 
the  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  in  which  his  wife  is  past  matron ;  is  affili- 
ated with  Erie  Commandery  No.  23,  Knights  Templar  in  Sandusky; 
and  with  the  Scottish  Rite  Consistory  at  Toledo.  He  is  a  republican 
in  politics,  and  since  1908  has  been  a  member  of  the  Huron  Board  of 
Education,  of  which  he  is  now  clerk  and  was  formerly  president.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  United  Commercial  Travelers  Association. 

At  Sandusky,  January  1,  1901,  John  S.  Halladay  married  iliss 
Florence  E.  Hodgins.  She  was  born  at  Sandusky,  August  20,  1879, 
graduated  from  high  school  in  1897.  They  have  two  children :  Eleanor 
M.,  born  November  12,  1901 ;  and  Catherine,  bom  June  26,  1903.  Mr. 
Halladay  is  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  the  Christ  Episcopal  Church, 
while  ]\Irs.  Halladay  was  reared  in  and  is  a  member  of  the  Presbvterian 
Churcli. 

Jesse  C.  Clark.  The  activities  of  Jesse  C.  Clark  have  made  him 
widely  known  throughout  Erie  and  Northern  Ohio  both  in  business 
and  agricultural  circles.  His  best  achievement  as  a  farmer  has  been 
in  the  developing  and  production  of  high  grade  seeds,  particularly 
corn.  "Clark's  Yellow  Dent  Corn"  is  a  proved  variety  of  liigh  ex- 
cellence and  is  considered  by  expert  .iudges  to  be  one  of  the  most  pro- 
lific and  best  adapted  corn  for  the  climate  and  soil  of  Northern  Ohio. 
Besides  growing  this  seed  for  the  market,  Mr.  Clark  is  likewise  a 
general  farmer  and  a  bu.ver  and  shipper  of  live  stock. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Margaretta  Township  of  Erie  County.  ]March 
26,  1867.  His  parents  were  William  and  Diantha  (Wilson)  Clark. 
Hls  father  was  born  in  England  and  his  mother  was  a  native  of  Erie 
County,  of  New  England  family.  William  Clark  came  to  America 
between   1848    and    1850   and   located    in    Margaretta    Townsliiii,    lived 
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there  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  after  wliicli  he  took  his  family 
to  Wood  County,  Ohio,  and  still  later  went  to  Arkansas,  in  which 
state  he  died  in  1905.     In  politics  he  was  a  republican. 

The  only  resident  of  Erie  County  among  the  seven  surviving  chil- 
dren is  Jesse  C.  Clark,  who  spent  the  first  ten  years  of  his  life  in 
Margnretta  Township,  then  lived  with  the  family  in  Wood  County, 
and  cDiiiplclcd  his  cdiic-ition  by  two  years  at  the  Northern  Indiana 
Xdiiiial  s,-li,i(,|  iit  \';il|)^ii'aiso.  For  ten  years  Mr.  Clark  was  in  the  Life 
and  ;ii-'/id(.Mit  uisuraiicr  business,  and  with  headquarters  at  Sandusky 
eovL-red  tlie  territory  of  Erie  and  four  adjoining  counties.  In  the 
meantime  he  liad  become  interested  in  farming  and  in  raising  seed  and 
buying  live  stock,  and  in  1!)14  located  on  the  present  farm  in  Perkins 
Township  on  Sninli    liavcs  Avenue. 

Mr.  Clark  maiiird  {•'anide  J.  Waldock,  daughter  of  the  late  Fred- 
erick D.  AValdock,  w  ho  was  a  prominent  farmer  and  influential  citizen 
of  Perkins  TownshiiJ.  To  their  man-iage  were  born  three  children: 
Ruth  F.,  Jesse  D.  and  Charles  F.  He  is  independent  in  politics  and 
is  a  citizen  whose  business  and  personal  record  entitled  him  to  the 
high  confidence  which  he  enjoys. 

Theodore  E.  Welch.  One  of  the  widely  known  places  of  Erie 
County  is  the  Boulder  Stock  and  Seed  Farm,  the  proprietor  of'  which 
is  Theodore  E.  Welch.  Mr.  Welch  is  one  of  the  men  who  have  brought 
Erie  County  forward  as  a  prosperous  agricultural  center.  Endowed 
with  more  than  average  ability  and  backed  by  shrewd  business  judg- 
ment and  determination,  he  has  prospered  not  •  altogether  along  the 
routine  of  the  average  agriculturist,  but  has  introduced  progressive 
elements  which  have  served  to  increase  his  own  influence  and  prosperity 
and  has  made  the  Boulder  Stock  and  Seed  Farm  a  model  institution 
of  its  kind. 

His  family  has  been  identified  with  Erie  County  for  a  great  many 
years,  and  he  was  himself  born  in  Vermilion  Township,  February  5, 
1863.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Emily  (Ball)  Welch.  His  father 
was  born  in  Waterville,  Ireland,  in  1835,  and  came  of  an  old  Irish 
Catholic  family.  In  1855,  about  the  time  he  reached  his  majority,  and 
when  still  single,  he  took  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  which  brought  him 
to  New  York  City,  and  from  there  he  came  on  to  Erie  County  to  join 
his  brother  and  sister,  John  and  Biidizvt  Wflcli,  who  had  come  to  this 
locality  a  year  or  so  before  and  had  located  in  Vermilion  Township. 
This  brother  and  sister  never  married,  and  spent  their  lives  in  Hen- 
rietta Township,  where  John  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  and  she  passed 
away  when  eighty  years  of  age.  Another  brother,  Robert,  lived  and 
died  in  Ireland  and"  had  a  lar-v  family  of  children.  It  was  after  com- 
ing to  Erie  County  that  Tlidinas  WcliU  met  and  married  Miss  Emily 
Ball.  She  was  born  in  A\rmiliun  'lownship  about  seventy-five  years 
ago  and  represents  an  old  family.  Her  parents,  Jesse  and  Susan  (Gil- 
bert) Ball,  were  of  New  England  ancestry  but  were  married  in  New 
York  state,  whence  they  came  to  Erie  County.  They  located  in  the 
midst  of  the  wild  woocls  of  Vermilion  Township,  and  there  in  a  log 
caliiu  .set  out  with  earnest  purpose  and  with  the  true  ambition  of 
homemakers  to  effect  a  clearing  in  the  wilderness,  sind  so  wi.sely  did  they 
direct  their  labors  that  eventually  they  luid  a  valuable  farm  and  spent 
their  remaining  years  in  comfort.  -AIi-.  Ball  died  there  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  and  his  wife  at  eighty-two.  They  were  fine  people  of  the 
pioneer  class,  and  members  of  the  .Methodi.st  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  served  for  years  as  a  deacon.  In  i>olitics  he  was  a  democrat. 
A  jiart  of  the  Ball  homestead  is  now  owned  bv  a  grandson  of  its 
orirrinal   proprietor.   Klbert  B.  Welch,  a  brollier  of  Theodore. 
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After  his  marriage  Thomas  Welch  and  wife  took  possession  of  a 
portion  of  the  Ball  estate,  and  lived  there  until  the  spring  of  1889, 
when  they  moved  into  Florence  Township,  and  bought  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  acres  of  the  Hiram  Smith  farm  on  the  Central  Ridge 
Road.  This  land  is  now  the  home  of  Theodore  E.  Welch,  and  com- 
prises the  greater  portion  of  the  Boulder  Stock  and  Seed  Farm. 
Thomas  AVclih  died  there  in  1900,  having  survived  his  wife  four  years. 
He  always  itiiiiiiiied  loyal  to  the  church  in  which  lie  was  reared,  was 
a  repulilitan  in  politics  and  filled  several  minor  offices  in  the  township 
with  credit.  He  and  his  wife  had  only  two  sons,  and  the  younger,  El- 
bert B.,  has  already  been  mentioned  and  is  married  and  has  a  son 
named  Earl  and  a  daughter  named  Velma. 

The  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  Theodore  B.  Welch  spent  in  his 
native  township  of  Vermilion,  and  while  there  attended  school,  but 
completed  his  education  in  Florence  Township  after  his  parents  moved 
to  the  farm  he  now  occupies.  For  a  time  he  was  a  student  in  the 
Masons  Corners  school.  After  his  marriage  he  took  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  homestead  of  117  acres,  and  his  own  progressive  industry 
and  ability  have  enabled  him  to  increase  his  real  estate  holdings,  having 
added  seventy-two  acres  of  adjoining  land,  and  is  also  the  owner  of 
sixty  acres  in  another  part  of  the  township.  All  this  land  is  first  class 
farming  property,  and  slack  methods  and  negligence  have  no  evidence 
on  the  Boulder  Stock  and  Seed  Farm.  Mr.  Welch  has  succeeded  in 
growing  all  the  staple  crops,  but  in  recent  years  has  made  somewhat 
of  a  specialty  in  raising  sweet  corn  for  seed,  planting  about  six  acres 
of  that  crop  and  having  a  large  dry  house  specially  constructed  for 
curing  the  crops.  .He  also  has  about  fifteen  acres  of  potatoes.  One  of 
the  noteworthy  improvements  on  the  farm  is  a  barn  standing  on  a 
foundation  55x80  feet,  and  his  home  is  a  large  white  house.  He  has 
found  it  profitable  to  keep  only  the  best  grades  of  stock,  including 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep,  and  an  important  source  of  his  revenue  is  a 
herd  of  fourteen  head  of  Holstein  dairy  cattle.  Mr.  Welch  is  a  thrifty 
farmer,  and  handles  his  business  with  all  the  promptness  and  dispatch 
which  a  successful  merchant  or  manufacturer  would  use.  Another 
feature  of  his  farm  is  an  orchard  of  fifteen  acres,  while  he  has  a  vine- 
yard covering  about  one  acre. 

In  his  home  township  Mr.  Welch  married  IMiss  Carrie  Welz.  She 
was  born  in  Oxford  Township,  of  German  parents,  who  spent  most  of 
their  lives  in  Florence  Township.  Six  chiklren  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Welch.  The  oldest,  Norris  T.,  now  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  high  school,  Oberlin  Business  Col- 
lege, and  in  preparation  for  his  work  as  a  practical  agriculturist  took 
a  course  in  the  Agricultural  College  of  the  State  University,  and  is  now 
a  valuable  assistant  to  his  father.  Lynn  B.,  the  next  in  age,  seventeen. 
Is  completing  the  work  of  the  high  school.  Arline,  aged  eleven,  and 
Delorse,  are  both  in  school,  while  the  two  younger  are  Carmen,  aged 
five,  and  Kent,  aged  three.  Mr.  Welch  and  his  oldest  son  are  both 
republicans  in  politics. 

Peter  J.  Hermes.  A  long  and  active  career  as  a  fisherman  in 
Lake  Erie  has  been  followed  by  quiet  retirement  at  his  home  in  Huron, 
where  Jlr.  Hermes  has  lived  more  than  forty-five  years,  and  where  he 
is  easily  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens.  He  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  public  afi'airs,  has  served  as  mayor  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
town  council,  and  his  life  has  always  been  on  a  high  plane  of  endeavor 
and  principles. 

Peter  J.  Hermes  was  born  at  the  Village  of  Klatten,  near  the  river 
Rhine  in  Prussia,  December  22,  1842.  The  family  goes  back  through 
substantial  German  stock  for  a  number  of  generations,  and  they  have 
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all  been  loyal  Catholics.  Peter  Hermes,  his  father,  died  at  Klatten  in 
1907,  having  spent  his  entire  life  there.  He  was  a  master  shoemaker 
by  trade.  Peter  Hermes  married  Anna  jMaynzer,  who  died  in  1848  in 
the  prime  of  life  leaving  five  sons.  Antone,  the  oldest,  was  twice  mar- 
ried, left  a  large  family,  and  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  Hubbard, 
who  lived  with  his  brother  Peter  until  his  death,  June  6,  1915,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four,  was  for  many  years  a  Lake  Erie  fisherman.  The 
third  son  is  Peter  J.  Theodore  H.  who  was  born  in  1844  and  died  in 
1876,  followed  his  brother  Peter  to  the  United  States,  and  they  lived 
together  until  Theodore's  death.  Jacob,  who  was  born  in  1848,  is  a 
shociiuiker  still  living  in  tlie  old  country,  and  has  children  by  two 
marriages. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  Peter  J.  Hermes  spent  most  of  his 
early  youth  in  the  home  of  Philip  Engers,  who  was  postmaster  of  the 
town.  "While  in  that  home  he  was  taught  and  became  skilled  in  the 
business  of  grape  growing.  He  had  his  share  of  military  service,  and 
participated  in  the  war  of  1866  against  Austria.  After  his  discharge 
lie  determined  to  come  to  America.  He  left  Rotterdam,  Holland,  on  a 
sailing  vcssil.  Ihc  Cni-iiclius  Krennel,  Captain  Spencer's  boat.  Tlie  boat 
touched  at  Mii'^bniil  Mini  ^il'trr  a  voyage  of  twenty-eight  days  landed  in 
New  York  (  ity,  ^Marrli  :.'s.  I,s68.  Mr.  Hermes  went  direct  to  Sandusky, 
and  soon  after  applied  for  his  first  papers  of  naturalization,  and  has 
for  many  years  been  a  loyal  American  citizen.  After  about  a  year 
of  employment  on  a  farm  he  removed  to  Huron,  and  began  work  as  a 
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until  1904.  In  that  year  ]\Ir.  Hermes  lost  his  wife,  and  sold  out  his 
liusiniss  and  has  since  lived  retired,  spending  a  quiet  life  at  his  fine 
home  on  Huron  Street.  Though  more  than  seventy-two  years  of  age 
he  is  still  well  preserved  both  in  mind  and  body. 

In  June,  1872,  J\Ir.  Hermes  was  married  in  Perkins  Township  to 
IMargaretta  Hermes.  She  was  born  in  the  same  connnunity  as  her 
liusliaiid  in  1845,  and  in  1852  was  brought  to  the  United  States  and 
1()  I'erkins  in  Erie  County  by  her  parents  Nicholas  and  ]\Iargaret  ((!i!)- 
bei-t  )  Hermes.  They  made  the  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel,  and  sjient 
weeks  in  crossing  the  ocean.  Nicholas  Hermes  and  wife  lived  on  and 
iiui)rnved  forty  acres  of  land,  and  in  the  early  days  their  home  was  a 
log  house.  He  and  his  wife  died  when  past  seventy  years  of  age,  and 
both  were  members  of  the  Catholic  faith.  Mrs.  Hermes  was  one  of 
five  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  most  of  them  are  still  living  and  have 
families  of  their  own.  ]\lrs.  Hermes  died  at  her  home  in  Erie  County, 
in  1904.  She  was  active  in  the  Catholic  Church  and  a  much  loved 
and  I'espected  woman,  and  in  all  her  relations  was  true  and  faithful. 
AVliile  she  had  no  children  of  her  own  she  gave  her  home  and  care  to 
the  rearing  of  three  adopted  children :  Emma  Seawell :  Rebecca  Her- 
mes, who  was  a  i-elative;  and  Christine  Hermes,  who  is  still  unmarried. 
Mr.  Hermes  is  a  democrat  and  has  had  a  long  career  of  active  service 
in  the  Village  of  Huron.  He  was  a  member  of  the  town  council  for 
sixteen  years  and  was  twice  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor,  having  a  large 
ma.iority  both  times  he  went  into  office.  He  is  still  serving  on  the  town 
coimcil.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  ]\Iaceabees  and  is  a  Knight 
Templar  Mason,  having  filled  .several  chairs  in  the  different  liodies  of 
that  order.  Formerly  he  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd   Fellows. 
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Richard  Jarrett.  Since  Erie  County  was  first  settled  by  white 
men  many  lives  have  entered  into  the  fabric  of  its  civilization  and  have 
served  in  one  way  or  another  to  give  form  and  structure  to  the  life  of 
the  county  as  a  whole.  It  was  no  insignificaut  contribution  that  the 
late  Richard  Jarrett  made.  While  he  followed  the  commonplace  activ- 
ities and  never  sought  the  w'ide  recognition  which  goes  \tith  the  excep- 
tional and  perhaps  abnormal  currents  of  state  and  national  affairs,  in 
his  own  community  he  did  a  work  and  lived  a  life  that  can  be  truly 
called  exemplary.  It  was  his  good  fortune  early  in  life  to  be  joined 
in  marriage  with  a  lady  whose  lovable  nature  has  for  years  commanded 
the  greatest  respect  of  all  who  know  her.  Mrs.  Jarrett  since  the  death 
of  her  husband  has  lived  in  Berlin  Heights,  and  has  one  of  the  most 
attractive  homes  in  that  village. 

Tin  lati  III.  hard  Jarrett  was  born  in  London,  England,  September 
I'J,  is:;!i.  aii.l  ,lir,l  in  Berlin  Township  of  Erie  County,  March  9,  1907. 
He  came  uf  English  lineage  and  parentage.  In  1851  he  and  his  father, 
Closes,  crossed  the  ocean  on  a  sailing  vessel  between  Liverpool  and  New 
York  City,  and  thence  proceeded  directly  to  Erie  County,  locating  in 
Berlin  Township.  Here  the  father  and  his  small  son  rented  a  farm 
which  had  a  log  house  on  it.  They  reached  this  country  with  no  capital 
to  .speak  of,  and  with  only  the  resources  of  their  hands  and  intelligent 
labor  started  to  provide  a  home  for  a  larger  family.  During  the  fol- 
lowing year  they  worked  eagerly  and  con.staritly,  and  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  labors  were  able  to  bring  to  this  country  the  mother  and 
the  remaining  children,  whose  names  were  Sarah,  William,  Ann,  George, 
Mary  A.,  Emily  and  Charles.  IMoses  Jarrett  and  his  wife  reared  this 
family  of  children  until  all  were  grown  and  were  married.  They  were 
hard  working  pcoiilp.  and  as  long  as  they  lived  in  Erie  County  com- 
mandiMl  tin'  wlinlivsiniic  ivspect  of  all  their  neighbors.  They  died,  Moses 
at  the  ativ  (if  N,  v.iity  live  and  his  wife  at  seventj^  and  are  both  buried 
in    Washliuru    ceuietery. 

Richaril  Jarrett  was  twelve  years  old  when  he  came  with  his  father 
to  Erie  County.  It  was  a  rough  sea  voyage,  and  a  large  part  of  the 
liousehold  possessions  with  which  they  started  were  lost.  Thus  they 
began  their  housekeeping  in  the  log  cabin  in  Berlin  Township  with  the 
crudest  of  furniture.  They  used  blocks  of  wood  for  chairs,  and  it  was 
a  long  and  gradual  process  by  which  they  in  time  surrounded  them- 
selves with  the  ordinary  comforts  of  living.  Richard  Jarrett  grew  up 
a  hard  working,  industrious  and  thrifty  young  man,  and  though  only 
twelve  years  of  age  when  he  reached  Erie  County  he  soon  found  work 
which  enabled  him  to  be  more  than  self  supporting.  During  his  first 
year  he  saved  twelve  dollars  out  of  his  earnings,  and  thLs  was  con- 
tributed to  the  fund  which  enabled  his  mother  and  his  brothers  and 
■sisters  to  come  to  America.  His  early  employment  was  largely  in 
cutting  logs  and  making  rails  at  wages  of  seventy-five  cents  a  day, 
hoarding  himself. 

AVhen  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age  he  married  and  he  and  his 
brave  young  wife  assumed  the  heavy  responsibilities  of  facing  the  world 
with  nothing  but  willing  hearts  and  eager  hands.  After  a  number  of 
years  of  self-sacrificing  toil  and  economy  Richard  Jarrett  in  1870  bought 
twenty  acres  at  ]\Iason's  Corners  in  Berlin  Township.  After  a  few 
years  "there  he  traded  for  eighty  acres  of  land  in  another  section  of  the 
.same  township,  and  that  in  turn  was  traded  for  150  acres  of  fine  land 
on  Avhich  he  built  a  large  house  and  bam.  He  developed  the  fertile 
soil  and  lived  there  with  increasing  prosperity  for  nearly  forty 
years.  Before  his  death  his  holdings  aggregated  300  acres,  and 
nearly  every  acre  w'as  under  improvement  and  represented  a  value 
well  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  Erie  County  farm  land.    Mr.  Jarrett 
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wiis  peculiarly  successful  in  handling  and  raising  stock.  On  his  farm 
he  kept  horses,  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep,  and  probably  none  of  his  con- 
temporaries had  a  greater  ability  in  handling  sheep.  He  bestowed 
upon  his  stock  the  greatest  care,  and  one  of  the  strong  traits  of  his 
character  was  his  love  for  domestic  animals.  "With  his  industry  he 
combined  good  judgment,  had  a  fine  business  sense,  and  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  he  prospered  beyond  the  ordinary.  At  the  same  time,  he 
walked  in  a  straiglit  path  of  personal  and  civic  rectitude  and  honor, 
and  llu-  r('S]:)i'ct  he  enjoyed  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  citizens  was  well 
illustrated  liy  the  various  honors  bestowed  upon  him  in  the  shape  of 
public  offices.  lie  served  as  township  trustee  and  in  other  jjositions 
and  was  quite  a  factor  in  the  republican  party  in  his  township.  A  short 
time  before  his  death  he  had  retired  from  the  active  responsibilities  of 
farming. 

On  November  12,  1858,  at  Norwalk  ;\Ir.  Jarrett  married  ]Miss  Jane 
Miller.  She  was  born  in  Florence,  Erie  County,  May  23,  1839.  When 
she  was  thirteen  years  old  her  father  Levi  ^Miller  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-nine.  He  was  born  in  one  of  the  New  England  states  and  by 
trade  was  a  cooper.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  two  daughters.  Mrs. 
Jarrett  was  the  oldest  child  and  only  daughter  of  five  children  born 
to  her  mother,  Harriet  Sinindris  by  maiden  name.  Miss  Saunders  was 
born  in  New  York  stati'  and  came  to  Erie  County  with  her  parents 
when  a  j'oung  woman.  'She  i1ied  in  Florence  Townsliip.  She  had  sur- 
vived her  husband  nearly  half  a  century,  and  w;is  cii;lity-four  years  of 
•age  at  the  time  of  her  death,  and  was  nulablc  Ur  hrv  fine  Christian 
characfer.  One  of  Mrs.  Jarrett's  bi'onicis.  I.i'vi,  died  during  the  Civil 
war  as  a  result  of  .sickness  contracted  at  Xaslivillc  'rcnncssce.  An- 
other brother,  Charles,  is  still  livinii'  at  W'anscdii  in  l-'idton  County, 
Ohio,  a  successful  farmer,  married  and  the  father  of  Hirer  cliildrcn. 

Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Jarrett  Mrs.  Jarrett  has  built  a  bc.iniil'nl  home 
of  twelve  rooms  in  Berlin  Heights.  It  is  one  of  the  most  cduvcnient 
and  most  modern  houses  in  that  village,  and  is  an  atti'actixc  place  for 
the  evening  of  life  of  a  w^oman  whose  early  expericmcs  \\,ie  tlic  sharing 
of  hardships  with  her  husband  and  whose  own  stii-ling  A\(ii'tii  and  en- 
couragement have  been  most  important  factors  in  the  .success  gained 
between  them.  ]Mrs.  Jarrett  was  the  mother  of  two  children.  Hattie  A. 
is  still  living  at  home.  Robert  W.,  who  was  well  educated  and  is  a  .suc- 
cessful f.irini  1-  ncai-  Xorwalk  in  Huron  County,  married  Lucy  Limebaeh. 
will)  is  111'  Ccniiaii  pai'ditagc,  and  they  have  three  children,  Richard  J.. 
Helen  .laiictta.  and  an  infant  as  yet  unnamed. 

David  Riedy.  He  whose  name  introduces  this  review  has  been 
a  resident  of  Ei'ie  County  from  the  time  of  his  birth  and  is  a  scion  of 
a  well  knnw  n  jiioneer  famil.y.  His  father  was  one  of  the  very  early 
settler.s  mi  Kelh\  s  Island,  which  is  an  integral  part  of  Erie  County. 
David  l\i((ly  hims.lf  was  born  on  that  island  and  in  his  independent 
career  has  been  most  prominently  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits 
and  fruit-growing  in  his  native  county,  where  he  is  influential  in  public 
affairs,  having  served  three  terms  as  count.v  commissioner.  He  resides 
upon  his  farm  in  Perkins  Township  and  the  greater  part  of  the  same 
is  devoted  to  fruit-culture  and  incidental  agriculture  of  a  diversified 
order,  liesides  which  he  has  done  a  successful  business  as  a  contractor 
in  the  construction  of  roads. 

Mr.  Riedy  was  born  on  Kelley's  Island,  this  county,  on  the  21st 
of  November,  1856,  and  is  a  .son  of  John  and  Catherine  (d'ooduum) 
Riedy,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Baden,  Germany.  John  Riedy  immigrated  to  the  United  States  about 
the  year  1848  and  soon  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  came  to 
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Ohio,  as  a  stonemason,  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  Old  West  House, 
one  of  the  pioneer  hotels  of  importance  in  Sandusky.  In  the  following 
year,  1849,  he  removed  to  Kelley's  Island  and  his  was  the  distinction 
of  having  laid  out  and  assisted  in  planting  the  first  vineyard  on  that 
island,  which  now  has  a  national  ic|iiitatiiin  for  the  production  of  fine 
grapes.  He  assisted  also  in  erecting  the  first  schoolhouse  on  the  island 
and  in  clearing  a  portion  of  tlie  island  of  its  forest  trees  and  under- 
brush, an  ox  team  having  been  utilized  in  connection  with  this  work. 
For  a  time  he  conducted  a  grocery  store  and  incidental  liquor  business 
and  he  continued  his  residence  on  the  island  for  a  number  of  years. 
Impaired  health  finally  caused  him  to  leave  Kelley's  Island  and  he 
finally  established  his  home  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Perkins  County,  where 
he  developed  fine  vineyai-ds  and  engaged  also  in  the  raising  of  various 
fruits  other  than  grapes.  On  this  homestead  he  and  his  wife  continued 
to  reside  until  their  death  anil  Ixjth  attained  to  advanced  age.  Of 
their  children  eight  are  now  living,  onlj'  one  of  the  entire  number  who 
attained  adult  age  having  passed  away:  Joseph  is  a  resident  of  San- 
dusky; David,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Adolpli 
resides  in  Perkins  Township ;  Mary  is  deceased  :  Catherine  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Ne-sselhauf,  of  Margai-etta  Township,  this  lounty;  John  re- 
sides on  Kelley's  Island;  Henry  now  maintains  liis  JKime  in  Adams 
County,  Colorado;  Frank  is  a  resident  of  Margan-tta  Tnwiisliip;  and 
Frederick  is  a  farmer  and  fruitgrower  of  Perkins  Tow  nsliip.  Tlie 
father,  John  Riedy,  was  a  staunch  democrat  in  his  i)iiliiiial  innclivitifS 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  communicants  of  St.  ilary'.s  Catholic 
Church  in  Sandusky. 

David  Riedy  was  but  four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  re- 
moval from  Kcllry's  Island  to  Perkins  Township,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  wImt,-  be  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  district 
.schools,  bi'sidrs  lia\iiig  attended  the  parochial  school  of  St.  Mary's 
Church  in  Sandusky.  For  many  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  successful 
agricnltui-ists  and  fruit-growers  of  Erie  County  and  for  several  years 
he  d(\(iti'(l  cnn.siderable  attention  also  to  the  raising  of  live, stock.  His 
present  homestead  comprises  sixty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  is  given 
scientific  treatment  and  maintained  at  the  liighest  point  of  fertilit.y, 
the  place  being  known  as  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Erie  County.  The 
energies  of  Mr.  Riedy  have  been  extended  also  in  the  business  of  con- 
tracting in  various  lines  of  public  work,  especially  in  the  construction 
of  roads  and  highways.  He  has  been  a  worker  in  the  local  ranks  of 
the  democratic  party  and  served  tlncc  terms,  or  a  total  of  seven  years, 
in  the  important  office  of  county  connnissioner, — a  position  in  which 
he  advocated  and  .supported  progressive  measures  and  policies.  He 
has  represented  his  party  at  various  state  conventions  in  Ohio,  as  well 
as  in  its  county  and  congressional  convention,  his  work  as  a  delegate 
having  been  of  a  vigorous  and  loyal  order.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Fni'esters.  and  liotli  he  and  his  wife  are  communi- 
cants of  the  Catlidlic  i  Imicli,  in  wbicii  thev  are  members  of  the  pari.sli 
of   St.   Mary's   Chmvl,    ni    San.lusky. 

Mr.  Riedy  marriwl  Miss  -Matilda  Sartor,  who  likewise  was  born  and 
reared  in  this  county  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Jacob  Sartor, 
long  a  representative  farmer  in  Huron  Township.  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Riedy 
have  nine  children,  namely:  Raymond  S.,  Irene,  Hildegard,  Chester, 
Elsie,  Lawrence,  Mary,  Ruth  and  Aneta. 

Sherid.\n  p.  Jordan.  A  veteran  in  railroading  service,  Sheridan  P. 
Jordan  is  now  roadmaster  for  the  New  Y^ork  Central  Lines  at  Sandusky. 
He  has  been  through  all  the  grades  of  railroad  construction  service,  and 
has  been  employed  by  several   dififerent   companies,  having  worked    in 
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somu  capacity  with  the  railroads  for  ahoiit  thirty-tive  years.  He  is  well 
known  and  popular  in  railroad  liirl.s  and  a  citizen  of  Sandusky  whose 
record  should  be  stated  in  tliis  iniliiifat  ioii. 

He  was  born  March  3,  l^(i."i.  in  'riptdii.  Ohio,  a  son  of  Edmond  and 
Matilda  (Smith)  Jordan.  His  tatlni-  \\as  Imii-h  in  I'lnti  I  and  and  Sheridan 
P.  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  ciulit  diildiTn.  His  early  education  was 
acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  Lucas  County,  Oliio. 

Like  many  other  young  men  who  enter  railroad  life  he  did  his  first 
work  as  a  water  boj-,  carrying  water  to  the  laborers  on  the  railroad  track. 
He  finally  was  taken  into  the  regular  service  of  the  Cloverleaf  Railroad, 
and  became  foreman,  and  continued  with  this  road  fifteen  years.  He 
next  went  to  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  as  foreman,  and  for  nine  years  was 
stationed  in  the  Collingwood  Yards.  He  was  faithful  in  all  details  of 
his  duties  and  has  the  qualities  which  make  him  a  leader  of  men.  He 
was  linally  promoted  to  general  foreman  of  construction  work  for  the 
Erie  Uivision  of  the  Lake  Shore,  and  aftrr  scr\in,u-  tlirci'  years  he  was 
made  roadmaster.  about  the  time  the  l-akc  SIidit  was  alism-hed  by  the 
New  York  Central  lines.  He  has  siiirc  liccn  stalioucd  af  Sandusky  as 
roadniasti'i-.  and  is  now  in  one  of  the  most  responsible  posts,  and  enjoys 
the  (Minliilcnri'  of  the  many  \vlio  worked  under  his  supervision  and  of  his 

.Ml-.  Jordan  is  atfiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  politics 
is  independent.  In  1885  he  married  Miss  Nellie  Harvey,  of  Maumee, 
Ohio.     Their  three  children  are  named  Nelson  H..  Hazel  and  Carl. 

Harry  G.  Carter.  One  of  the  faim  homes  of  Florence  Township 
tliat  represents  comfort,  intelligent  enterprise,  and  profitable  manage- 
ment, is  that  of  Harry  G.  Carter,  located  on  the  Ea.st  Vemiilion  River 
Road.  To  mention  the  name  of  Carter  is  sufficient  introduction  to  any 
member  of  this  well  known  family  in  Erie  County.  The  Carters  have 
lived  liei'e  since  the  earliest  pioneer  times,  and  those  of  the  fir.st  genera- 
tinn  hewed  their  farms  out  of  the  wilderness.  Mr.  Carter  has  not  been 
an  aeiieultnrist  all  his  active  cai'eer,  but  was  identified  with  different 
industrial  and  commercial  pursuits,  but  finally  becoming  dissatisfied 
with  the  routine  and  restrictions  of  a  position  in  which  he  was  sul)ordi- 
nate  to  the  wills  of  others,  he  sought  the  bettei-  opportunities  of  a 
wliolesorae  country  environment. 

His  l)irth  occurred  on  the  old  Carter  homestead  situated  on  the  But- 
h-i'  Ivoad  in  Florence  Township  June  2.5.  1869.  His  parents  were  John 
R.  and  Ada  A.  (Gould)  Carter.  His  father  was  also  a  native  of  Florence 
Townslii]).  and  was  a  .sou  of  Robert  and  .\L:ues  i  Chirk)  Carter.  This 
wortliy  couple,  who  in  their  time  represented  many  of  tlie  finest  traits 
of  citizenship  in  a  pioneer  community,  were  both  natives  of  Scotland. 
Grandfather  Carter  was  born  at  Ealston  March  24,  1810,  while  his 
wife  was  born  in  the  City  of  Edinburg  August  25,  1810.  While  a  young 
man  he  foniul  employment  as  clerk  in  a  mercantile  concern  at  Edinburg, 
and  was  married  there  February  29,  1832.  He  soon  afterward  took  his 
young  wife  to  America,  spending  six  or  seven  weeks  on  a  sailing  vessel 
in  crossing  the  ocean,  and  from  New  York  he  went  up  the  Hudson  River 
and  across  New  York  State  on  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo.  While  passing 
tlie  various  stages  of  the  journey  by  canal  l)oat  he  became  aciiuainted 
with  the  Hutchinson  family,  whose  destination  was  Florence  Township 
in  Erie  Co\inty.  Robert  Carter  and  wife  had  no  particular  locatinn  in 
mind,  merely  plainiing  to  make  a  home  somewhere  in  the  new  western 
eonntry.  Their  acquaintance  with  the  Hutchinsons  caused  them  to 
locate  also  in  Florence  Town.ship,  where  Rol)ert  Carter  took  up  forty 
acres  of  land.  It  was  perhaps  as  wild  a  part  of  the  Woodland  as  (!Ould 
be   found   anywliere   in   tlie  county.      Few   ineu   ^'entun^l   out   into   this 
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and  his  yoimg  wife.  lie  was  little  used  to  hard  uiauual  labor  and  his 
wife  had  been  reared  in  tlu'  rdiu forts  and  conveniences  of  a  metropolitau 
city.  One  of  his  first  aei-uiiiiilishiiicnts  ou  reaching  his  wilderness  home 
was  to  .start  clearing  the  forest.  With  no  proficiency  in  the  handling 
of  the  ax,  he  made  a  hagling  job  of  cutting  down  the  first  tree  and 
hacked  it  completely  around  before  it  finally  fell.  A  part  of  that  tree 
is  still  preserved,  being-  a  timber  under  the  porch  of  the  first  house 
which  he  built,  and  the  roots  are  still  in  the  ground  nearby.  Robert 
Carter  soon  (le\el(ij)ril  skill  in  the  use  of  the  ax  and  of  all  the  imple- 
ments of  luisbaiidiy,  and  by  hard  woi'k  succeeded  in  clearing  up  a 
considerable  tract  of  land,  working  up  the  trees  into  rails  and  planting 
the  cleared  space  with  his  first  crops  of  grain.  This  forty  acres  they 
developed  into  a  first  class  homestead.  In  these  modern  times  people 
take  a  great  deal  of  pride  in  articles  of  old  furniture,  of  the  handsome 
and  durable  type,  made  after  the  designs  of  some  of  the  great  artists 
in  furniture  making  of  a  century  ago.  It  wiU  be  of  interest  to  say 
that  Robert  Carter  and  wife  brought  with  them  across  the  ocean  and 
into  their  wilderness  home  in  Northern  Ohio  a  number  of  pieces  of  solid 
mahogany  furniture,  and  the  chairs  have  been  carefully  passed  on 
from  one  generation  to  the  other,  and  are  now  prized  possession-s  in 
the  homes  of  their  different  grandchildren.  Mrs.  Carter  was  one  of 
the  finest  types  of  pioneer  home  makers  and  mothers.  She  had  been 
well  trained  in  her  Scotch  home,  and  had  developed  special  skill  as  a 
dressmaker.  She  met  the  conditions  of  the  New  World  with  remark- 
able eourao-e  and  readily  adapted  herself  to  the  simple  customs  and 
proprii'tics  which  iiovci'iicd  scn-irty  in  Northern  Ohio  nearly  a  century 
ago.  .\<-eust()ine(l  to  dress  after  the  fashion  of  her  home  city,  she  was 
not  willing  to  offend  lier  neighbors  by  ostentations  disjilay,  and  after 
coming  to  this  country  sold  .some  of  her  fine  riie_:.s  as  aitirl.-s  that  could 
not  well  be  worn  in  their  new  country.  For  a  inimhcr  nf  years  she  was 
the  only  woman  who  attended  church  dres.sed  in  a  fine  bonnet.  Robert 
Carter  was  a  giant  physically,  stood  nearly  seven  feet  high,  and  weighed 
more  than  200  pounds.  However,  the  constant  and  back-breaking  work 
of  pioneering  tiudermined  his  constitution,  and  he  finally  suffered  a 
stroke  of  paralysis  that  ultimately  brought  about  his  death  when  still 
in  the  prime  of  his  years  on  November  15,  1865.  His  wafe  survived 
him  until  July  12,  1872.  While  by  birth  and  training  she  was  a  fine 
lady,  she  busied  herself  with  all  the  homely  vocations  of  a  housekeeper 
in  early  Erie  County,  and  was  highly  esteemed  for  her  kindness  and 
neighborliness.  They  were  membens  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  Robert  Carter  voted  first  with  the  whigs  and  later  with  tlie  repub- 
licans. 

The  only  child  of  these  worthy  pioneers  was  John  Robert  Carter, 
who  was  born  on  the  old  Carter  homestead  in  Erie  County  February 
29,  1836,  just  four  years  to  the  day  after  the  marriage  of  his  parents. 
After  growing  to  manhood  he  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the  home- 
stead and  under  his  own  management  increased  its  acreage  to 
871/2  acres  and  improved  and  developed  it  in  many  ways.  He  con- 
structed some  substantial  liuililini;s,  and  at  home  and  in  hLs  relations 
as  a  citizen  >.ia\c  a  must  exeelLiit  account  of  himself.  For  several 
years  in  bis  earlier  liiV  he  taught  school.  His  death  occurred 
February  28.  l:iOl.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent  address,  large  and 
portly,  though  not  of  the  manly  frame  of  bis  father.  He  was  a  man 
highly  respected  and  for  a  niunber  of  years  sen'ed  as  township  trustee, 
and  at  one  time  was  candidate  for  eoiinfy  auditor,  tliougli  bis  home 
was  in  a  portion  of  the  comity  which  made  it  diftienlt  for  anyone  resid- 
ing there  to  aspire  to  such  a  position.     i'olitieall\    he  was  a  republican. 

John  R.  Carter  was  married  first  on  .luly  2,  1^62.  to  .luly  M.  Graves, 
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and  one  c^hild  blessed  this  union,  Clara  A.,  who  married  Carl  Boeluii  on 
September  8,  1897,  and  they  have  several  children.  Mr.  Carter  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife,  in  Fredonia,  New  York,  May  20,  1868,  ^liss 
Adelaide  A.  Gould.  She  was  born  in  that  section  of  New  York  State 
September  1,  1842,  and  met  Mr.  Carter  while  on  a  visit  to  Erie  County, 
Ohio.  She  died  at  her  home  May  8,  1899,  leaving  two  sous,  Harry  (t. 
and  Alarvin  G.  The  latter  is  now  a  locomotive  engineer  on  the  Lake 
Shore  Railway  living  at  Toledo.  He  began  railroading  as  a  fireman 
with  that  road  in  Augii.st,  1889,  and  soon  rose  to  command  an  engine 
of  his  own.  He  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Bessie  Taylor,  and  had 
one  child  by  that  marriage.  For  his  second  wife  Marvin  G.  Carter 
married  Delia  Blair,  of  Vermilion,  Ohio,  and  they  have  children.  How- 
ard, Gertrude  and  IMaurice.  Jolm  R.  Carter  maiTied  for  his  third 
wife,  November  28,  1900,  Mrs.  Rose  R.  Howai'd,  who  is  now  living  in 
Birmingham,  Ohio. 

On  tlie  old  farm  in  Floi-ence  Township  Harry  G.  Carter  spent  liis 
youth  and  boyhood  days.  He  was  liberally  educated  and  had  home 
associationis  and  traditions  which  could  only  inspire  him  to  riglit  and 
aseful  manhood.     He  graduated  from  the  business  college  at  Oberlin 

with  the  class  of  1890  and  soon  afterwards  I aine  a  partner  of  F.  Burk 

in  conducting  a  general  store,  at  WakiMnan,  Oliio.  A  year  later  he 
returned  to  the  farm  and  manageel  his  wife's  old  estate  for  several 
years.  Then  for  one  year  he  was  a  fireman  on  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad, 
from  that  a  position  as  motorman  on  the  Lake  Shore  Electric  Line,  and 
finally  became  a  clerk  in  the  Lake  Shore  freight  office  at  Ehi'ia,  Ohio. 
Affir  tlhsc  varied  activities  in  a  business  way  Mr.  Carter  in  1910, 
luiviiii;'  scili!  Ills  portion  of  the  old  homestead,  bought  108  acres  on  the 
East  \'cruiilion  Road.  This  is  his  present  farm,  which  in  improvements 
and  c-rops  measures  up  to  almost  any  standard  set  by  Erie  County 
farming.  In  a  recent  season  Mr.  Carter  produced  from  his  land  700 
bushels  of  wheat.  400  bushels  of  oats,  crops  of  corn  and  potatoes,  and 
has  a  fine  iipplc  (irchard  of  twelve  acres.  His  farm  home  is  one  of 
the  best  in  ihal  siMrmn  of  the  county,  comprising  an  eleven-i-oom  house. 
He  also  has  two  barns,  the  larger  32x50  feet,  with  other  buildings  for 
the  shelter  of  his  cattle  and  horses,  and  he  keeps  a  number  of  hogs  on 
his  farm. 

On  October  22,  1892,  in  Wakeman  Town.ship  of  Huron  County  .Mr. 
Carter  married  Julia  A.  Denmau.  Her  parents  were  William  and  Julia 
(Partello)  Denman.  Her  father  was  born  in  Florence  Township  and 
her  mother  in  Michigan,  and  after  their  marriage  they  located  on  a 
farm  in  Wakeman  Township  of  Huron  County.  Her  father  died  in 
December,  1892,  and  her  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in 
Norwalk.  The  Denmans  were  among  the  most  prominent  early  settlers 
of  Erie  County,  and  William  Denman 's  father  Martin  came  from  New 
York  State.  He  is  assigned  the  credit  of  being  one  of  the  original 
"Johnny  Appleseeds"  of  this  country.  Going  back  to  New  York  State 
he  returned  on  foot  carrying  a  bag  of  apple  seeds,  which  he  distributed 
among  his  neighbors,  and  from  these  seeds  were  produced  many  of 
the  first  orchards  in  this  .section  of  the  state.  Martin  Dmniaii  died  in 
Florence  Township,  when  quite  an  old  man. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  have  been  boni  two  chil- 
dren. Harold  D.,  l)orn  February  17,  1900,  is  a  promising  young  man 
now  a  student  in  tlie  Wakeman  High  School.  Juva  L.,  born  December 
15,  1903,  is  now  attending  the  local  grade  schools.  Mrs.  Carter  is  an 
active  member  of  the  AVakeman  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Carter's  parents  were  among  tlie  most  active  members  of  that  church 
at  Birmingham,  gave  liberally  to  its  support  and  his  father  served  for 
manv  vears  as  a  trustee.     In  his  relations  with  the  connnunitv  ^Ir.  Car- 
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ter  has  a  record  of  two  terms  of  service  as  township  trustee.  He  was 
elected  to  that  office  on  the  republican  ticket.  JMr.  Carter's  political 
views  are  now  iu  harmony  with  the  socialist  party. 

George  Osw-^ld.  During  the  long  and  active  career  of  George 
Oswald,  of  Sandusky,  he  lias  been  engaged  in  a  variety  of  pursuits,  and 
since  190S  h;is  (icc-ni>ic(l  tlic  iiDsifiim  of  i-(]uii1y  commissioner  of  Erie 
County.  Wliilr  hr  Iki.s  Ihm-ii  in  politirs  foi-  (iiil>  si'ven  years,  he  is  knowai 
as  one  of  liis  ((iiiiinuiiity 's  luost  iiiHuciitial  drmocrats,  and  his  personal 
worth,  iutcurily  and  i:viicral  popularity  make  him  a  strong  and  valuable 
man  in  the  lanks  i,f  his  party.  Mr.  O.swald  was  born  at  Sandusky,  Erie 
County,  Ohii),  .laiiiiary  1,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Heku 
i.Frey)  Oswald,  the  former  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  the  latter 
of  Switzerland. 

Andrew  Oswald  came  to  the  United  States  after  reaching  years  of 
maturity,  and  about  the  year  1850  came  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and 
located  at  Sandusky,  on  what  i-s  now  Brown  Street,  where  he  passed 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  1906.  He  was 
by  trade  a  cabinetmaker  and  also  operated  a  milk  dairy  for  a  number 
of  years,  continuing  actively  engaged  in  business  mitil  his  death,  althougli 
lie  was  then  in  his  eightieth  year.  He  was  a  republican  in  his  political 
views,  altliough  not  an  ;icti\f  politician.  Of  the  large  family  of  chil- 
dren liorn  to  Andrew  and  llcicn  Oswald,  eight  survive:  Aloysius,  of 
Sandusky,  Ohio;  Francis,  who  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Otto,  of  Perkins 
Town^liip,  Mric  Cdunty  ;  .Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Jones,  of 
Stcrliiii;'.  Alichiijaii :  .Inliu,  a  resident  of  Sandusky;  Paulina,  who  is  the 
wife  (if  llcrnaiij  (^)uccnaii,  of  Toledo;  George,  of  this  notice;  Andrew,  a 
resident  uf  Sandusky;  and  Julius,  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  Three  children 
are  dieiascj.  namely:  Jlargaret,  Frederick  and  Joseph.  The  father  was 
an  exceptionally  well-read  and  well-infonued  man,  particularly  in  Ger- 
man literature  and  upon  German  .subjects.  While  not  a  politician,  he 
always  took  an  interest  in  the  success  of  bis  party  as  it  affected  tlie 
welfare  of  his  comiimnity.  and  when  he  died  Sandusky  lost  one  of  its 
most  valiied  and  pnlilic-spii-ited  citizens.  One  of  his  sons,  John  Oswald, 
.served  on  the  board  nf  puMic  sci\ice  for  some  years  and  was  likewise 
a  member  of  the  Sandusky  ( 'ity  ( 'ouncil  for  a  period. 

George  Oswald  was  ivared  to  man's  estate  at  Sandusky  and  received 
his  education  in  Saint  ^Mary's  Parochial  School.  He  early  displayed  his 
amliition  and  industry  by  .securing  employment,  and  for  more  than 
twenty-two  years  was  an  employe  of  the  Sandusky  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany and  later  of  the  Lake  Shoic  I'dcctric  Company,  ais  a  car  con- 
ductor. During  fourteen  years  of  this  period  he  had  a  run  on  the  Milan 
Division  of  the  Lake  Shore  Electric  Company  between  Sandusky-  and 
.\orwalk,  mainly  as  conductor.  The  Sandusky  Street  K'aiKvay  (dinpany, 
by  which  he  was  first  emidoyed,  merged  into  tlie  Lake  Shore  Llecti-ii- 
I*aih\ny  ('oiiipany.  (d'  which  system  it  is  now  a  i)art.  Diu'inti'  Ids  i-aivci' 
as  a  raih'oail  man  Mr.  Oswald  fornii-il  a  wide  acquaintance,  in  which  lie 
nuinlieicil  many  friends,  a  fact  which  was  to  prove  of  matei-ial  lieiiefit 
to  him  when  he  entered  politics  and  public  life.  In  November,  1908, 
he  was  first  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of 
Erie  County,  for  a  term  of  two  years.  He  subsequently  was  tlie  victor 
in  the  elections  of  1910,  1912  and  191-1,  and  is  now  servini;  his  fonrtli 
term,  as  a  democrat.  He  has  shown  himself  a  capable  and  conscicni  imis 
public  servant,  alive  to  the  needs  of  his  community  and  its  jicojih'  and 
faithful  in  his  eft'orts  to  sei'nre  iiii|irovenieids  for  his  native  city.  lie  i.s 
a  member  of  Saint  .Mai\ 's  Koman  Catholic  Church. 

]\Ir.  Oswald  was  marrieil  to  Anna  Werner,  who  was  also  liorii  at  San- 
dusky, daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Werner,  of  Sandusky.     Five  cbildreii 
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have  been  born  to  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Oswald,  as  follows:  Greorge  J.,  who  is 
a  resident  of  Milan,  Ohio;  Edna  K.,  who  resides  at  Sandnsky;  Elmer  P., 
whose  home  is  at  Elyria,  Ohio;  and  Lester  and  Norman,  who  reside  with 
tiieir  parents. 

FnED  A.  SiGGEXs.  Not  all  of  Fred  A.  Siggens"  maturer  years  have 
been  .spent  in  fanning  pursuits,  Init  he  has  been  identified  with  tliat 
industi'y  since  LSSf).  and  in  that  time  has  established  himself  among  the 
most  reliat)le  agriculturi.sts  of  P^'lorenee  Township.  He  has  owned  vari- 
ous properties  in  and  about  the  township,  but  his  present  holdings  are 
I'epi-esented  by  an  eighty-four-acre  tract  which  he  secured  by  purchase 
in  I'M)'.).  This  farm  is  in  a  highly  improved  state  and  is  one  of  the  best 
kept  and  most  productive  spots  in  the  vicinity. 

Fred  A.  Siggens  is  of  English  birth  and  parentage.  He  was  born 
Herfordshire,  England,  on  November  22,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Mary  Ann  (Collins)  Siggens,  both  natives  of  Herford.  They  wei-e 
born  in  about  1836  and  1838,  i-espectively,  and  were  the  children  of 
L]nglish  parents.  James  Siggens,  paternal  grandfather  of  the  sub.iect, 
was  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  he  lived  and  died  in  his  native  shire. 
He  was  seventy-two  years  old  when  he  passed  away  and  his  wife  was 
.some  years  older  than  her  husband  at  her  death.  John  Siggens  was  one 
of  their  sixteen  children.  Others  in  the  family  were  William,  David, 
James,  George,  Thomas,  Edward,  Ann,  Charlotte,  Emma,  ^Mary  A.  and 
Millie.  George  and  John  came  to  the  Ujiited  States.  The  former  was  a 
brickiiiiisdii  and  he  settled  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  there  engaging  in  that 
work,  and  still  has  a  home  on  First  Street  of  that  city. 

.I<ihn  Si^yins  had  but  little  education  in  England.  He  there  learned 
the  trade  of  a  brickmason,  and  in  early  manhood  married  Mary  Ann 
Collins,  a  daughter  of  an  old  family  of  Herfordshire.  Her  mother  died 
young,  though  her  father  lived  past  his  eightieth  year.  These  young 
people  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter  when  they 
sailed  for  America  on  the  steamer  Peruvian  in  the  autumn  of  1870. 
They  landed  at  Quebec,  coming  thence  to  Saudusk}',  where  the  father 
took  up  his  trade,  which  he  plied  for  about  twelve  years.  Then  he  went 
to  Perkins  Townshij),  Erie  County,  and  made  his  home  there  until  his 
(U'ath,  on  December  24,  1913.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1909.  Five 
children  were  barn  to  them:  Fred;  Alfred,  a  sailor,  who  married  Alma 
Matson,  and  has  two  children,  Gladys  and  Ray ;  Albion,  a  Huron  County 
farmer,  married  Myra  Staley,  and  has  three  tlaughters,  Elsie.  IJeulali 
and  Grace;  Floi'enee,  deceased,  who  married  Frank  Sharp,  and  their 
(children  are  Bert,  Ida  May  and  Alma;  and  George,  who  was  born  after 
(he  arrival  of  the  family  in  Sandtisky,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months. 
C])  to  the  age  of  ten  years  Fred  Siui^cns  was  yivcn  such  cdncafional 
a<lvautages  as  their  native  community  alVni'.lr.l..  and  al'tcr  ciimini:  U< 
this  c(uiiitry  he  finished  a  course  in  the  Sandusky  llich  Si-hdnl.  I.atci'  he 
became  identified  with  the  stonemason's  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
some  time,  and  still  later  he  turned  bis  attention  to  farming.  He  suc- 
cessfully operated  tlic  Truman  Taylor  farm  for  eleven  years,  and  that 
experience  wn.s  sullicicnt  to  convince  him  that  he  wanted  a  farm  of  his 
own.  He  ac, unlin-ly  purchased  a  place  in  Perkins  Township,  ran  it 
eleven  yeai's,  ami  li(inL;iit  another  farm  of  1441/2  ficres  on  the  State  Road 
in  Florence  Township.  This  place  he  also  sold  after  about  a  year  of 
ow  ncrship,  at  a  reasonable  advance  in  the  price,  after  which  he  purchased 
his  ]ircsent  farm  of  eighty-four  acres  on  the  Butler  Road,  near  Bir- 
mingham. His  success  in  the  farnnng  industry  has  been  marked,  and 
his  present  home  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  (community.  The 
buildings  are  am))le  and  appi-npi-jate,  aiul  add  nnu'h  to  the  comfort  ami 
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is  most  attractive,  and  a  baru,  32  by  60  feet  in  dimensions,  indicates 
that  the  place  is  highly  productive,  as  indeed  it  is.  The  success  that 
has  been  Mr.  Siggeus'  portion  may  well  be  said  to  have  come  as  the 
direct  result  of  his  own  good  management,  for  he  has  won  his  jDresent 
position  unaided  by  any  of  those  more  fortunate  circumstances  that  have 
been  the  material  allies  of  so  many  so-called  successful  men.  Thrift, 
iutegrit.v,  good  judgment  and  long  acquaintance  with  hnrd  work  liave 
been  Mr.  Siggens'  aids  through  life. 

Mr.  Siggens  married  Lillie  E.  Weeks,  who  was  liorn  in  New  York 
City  July  19,  1863,  and  caiiir  to  Pn-kius  Township.  Eric  County,  while 
still  very  young.  She  w:is  iii|iiiit<'<l  by  tlir  fiimily  of  Klislia  Storrs,  who 
eared  for  her  and  gave  bn-  siu-li  nilvanliiiivs  as  wcit  within  their  means. 
To  them  have  been  born  six  cliildrcn.  Nelson,  William  and  Gertrude 
live  at  home;  Clara,  the  wife  of  William  Glime,  lives  in  Loi'ain  County, 
Ohio,  and  has  two  children.  Lucille  and  Lillian,  and  John  and  Emma. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Siggens  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  active  in  its  support.  Mr.  Siggens  is  a  republican  and 
he  is  a  leader  in  the  political  labors  of  the  community.  He  has  twice 
served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  has  done  excellent 
work  in  the  interests  of  the  schools  of  the  township.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Maccabees  for  the  past  twenty-six  years. 

William  Sherman  Taylor.  The  Taylor  family  has  been  identified 
with  Erie  County  through  three  successive  generations.  In  each  gen- 
eration there  has  been  one  or  more  members  of  the  family  who  have  been 
active  in  public  affairs  and  have  held  important  local  offices.  William 
S.  Taylor,  of  the  present  active  generation,  is  now  .sei-\'ing  as  clerk  of 
Perkins  Township,  and  has  been  otherwise  influential  in  loeal  aflairs. 
He  is  a  man  of  great  public  spirit,  an<l  the  iniliistiy  wlii<-li  has  enabled 
him  to  succeed  in  a  business  way  has  not  been  without  i-esul1s  of  benelit 
to  till'  eoiiiiiiunitv  in  which  he  has  spent  his  life.  His  home  is  on  the 
Blooniin-ville   Uoad. 

William  Sherman  Taylor  Avas  born  in  the  house  he  still  occupies,  on 
June  5,  1865.  His  parents  weie  Charles  W.  and  Caroline  E.  (Wright) 
Taylor.  His  father  is  also  a  native  of  Perkins  Township,  while  his 
mother  was  born  in  Dutehess  (  oiinty.  New  York.  Nelson  Taylor,  the 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
Perkins  Township  of  Erie  County,  where  he  settled  when  most  of  the 
country  was  in  the  woods.  He  cleared  up  land  and  put  a  strong  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  while  civilization  was  making  its  first  progress  through 
this  country.  Nelson  Taylor  was  one  of  the  early  county  commissioners 
in  J]rie  Comity  and  did  "his  duty  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  himself  and 
family.  Charles  W.  Taylor  some  years  ago  served  as  clerk  of  Perkins 
Township.  He  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  and  one  of  the  oldest 
native  sons  of  Perkins  Township. 

William  Sherman  Taylor  erew  up  on  the  old  homestead,  which  he 
still  occupies.  His  education  came  from  the  public  schools,  and  for  a 
short  time  he  attended  the  hieh  .school  at  Sandusky.  He  was  also  a  stu- 
dent in  Baldwin  ITniversity  at  Bcrea,  near  Cleveland,  Ohio.  His  active 
work  has  been  as  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  he  is  also  a  dealer  in 
foundry  and  brick  molding  sand,  and  has  followed  that  occupation  more 
or  less  actively  for  many  years. 

In  politics  he  has  acted  with  the  republican  party  since  casting 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  is  now  in  his  second 
term  as  cleik  of  I'likiiis  Township.  For  two  .vears  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Republican  Ceiitial  Committee  from  Perkins  Township  and  for  a 
number  of  years  has  been  one  of  the  Perkins  Township  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, and  is  now  clerk  of  the  board.    Fraternallv  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
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Knights  of  the  Maccabees  at  Blooiiiiiigville,  and  wherever  his  name  is 
spoken  it  is  associated  with  the  qualities  of  industry,  integrity  and 
public  spirit.  He  does  farming  on  a  large  scale  and  is  always  willing  to 
contribute  time,  labor  and  means  to  local  improvements. 

Jay  J.  Temple.  Alention  of  this  name  introduces  a  number  of  well- 
known  families  in  Erie  County,  where  the  Temples  and  their  connections 
have  lived  since  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Jay  J.  Temple 
is  one  of  the  prominent  fanner  citizens  of  Florence  Township,  living  with 
his  family  on  a  farm  estate  and  in  a  substantial  home  on  Rural  Route 
No.  1  out  of  Birmingham. 

Ilis  birth  occurred  at  Birmingham,  in  Florence  Township,  November 
11,  1856,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Edsnt-  and  Sarah  (Green)  Temple.  His 
father  was  born  in  New  York  Stnir  A; nil  '2l\  1828,  while  his  mother  was 
born  in  Branch  County,  Michigan.  Sri.trmbcr  4,  1838.  Edgar  Temple 
was  a  son  of  John  and  JMary  (Austin  i  Temple.  John  Temple  was  born  in 
Vermont  of  New  England  stock,  while  his  wife  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  they  were  married  in  the  latter  state  and  came  into 
Erie  County  with  their  family  in  1852,  locating  in  Florence  Township, 
where  John  and  Mary  Temple  .spent  the  rest  of  their  days.  She  died 
when  past  fifty-five,  while  John,  who  was  born  May  27,  1799,  passed 
away  in  January,  1876,  in  his  .^cvcnty-soventh  year.  There  are  some 
tilings  about  the  career  of  Jolm  Ti  iniilr  which  should  be  given  definite 
record.  By  trade  he  was  a  cabun-l  maki  r  and  wagouiiiaker,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  efficient  followers  of  Iho.se  trades  ever  known  in  Erie  County. 
In  the  early  days  he  constructed  a  number  of  hand-made  coffins  before 
such  articles  were  carried  in  undertaking  shops  as  is  the  custom  in  later 
times.  At  his  shop  he  also  constructed  wagons  for  farm  and  home  use 
and  some  of  these  farm  wagons  and  spring  wagons  are  .said  to  be  still 
doing  service,  testifying  to  the  substantial  character  of  their  maker. 
He  was  not  only  a  skilled  worker,  but  a  man  of  utmost  honesty  and 
stood  high  ill  the  esteem  of  any  community  where  he  lived.  Hi'  iiad 
begun  to  learn  his  trade  when  only  ten  years  of  age.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife  he  went  to  live  near  Toledo,  and  followed  his  trade  there  until 
his  death.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  whig  and  afterwards  became  a 
i-('publican. 

Sarah  (Green)  Triii|)lc.  tlie  mother  of  Jay  J.  Temple,  was  a  daughter 
of  Silas  and  Eli/.aln'lh  i  llnwc)  Green,  both  natives  of  New  York  State 
and  of  New  England  amislry.  After  their  marriage  they  moved  out  to 
Branch  County,  Michigan,  wlifi'c  settlement  had  its  first  beginning  in 
the  decade  of  the  '30s,  and  :\lrs  (iicni  died  there.  Her  husband  later 
moved  to  Hastings,  in  Bany  ('(iiiiit.\,  Alirliigan.  and  died  there  when  a 
little  past  middle  age.  When  the  ( Ir.m  taniily  si-ttled  in  Branch_ County 
there  were  only  three  other  wliitc  ramilirs,  and  some  Indians  came  to 
their  aid  in  raising  the  rough  fiainc  nf  ilim-  Id^  rabin  home.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Clnm-h.  and  in  pnliiics  .Mr.  Green  was  a  whig 

Edgar  Temple  and  wife  after  their  uiarriajjv  started  out  as  farmers 
in  Florence  Township,  and  tliiee  of  their  children  were  born  there: 
Mary  E.;  Jay  J.,  and  Ida  E.,  now  deceased.  In  the  fall  of  1861  the 
famil.y  removed  to  Henry  County,  Ohio,  locating  on  an  unimproved  tract 
of  land,  where  I\Irs.  Temple,  the  mother,  died  in  1875.  Edgar  Temple 
later  moved  out  to  California,  and  died  in  1904  at  Bishop,  in  Inyo 
(,'oanty.  He  and  liis  wife  were  JMethodists,  and  in  politics  he  was  a 
republican.  Other  children  living  outside  of  Erie  County  were:  Altha 
J.,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Huron  County,  and  has  a  family  of  children ; 
Delia  is  the  wife  of  Louis  jMorgan,  living  in  Toledo,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ler;  William  lives  at   Fillmore,  California,  and   is  married,  but   has  no 
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Jay  J.  Temple  grew  up  in  Ohio  and  other  states,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  career  has  lived  for  varying  lengths  of  time  in  five  different  states. 
He  finally  located  on  the  Florence  and  Vermilion  Road  in  Florence 
Township,  and  since  his  marriage  has  operated  the  farm  of  117  acres 
where  his  wife  formerly  lived  before  her  marriage.  This  is  a  farm  of 
excellent  improvement  and  has  been  most  capably  managed  by  Mr. 
Temple. 

On  the  farm  where  he  now  lives  Mr.  Temple  was  married  in  1887  to 
Jliss  Alice  Jai-rett.  She  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Erie  County, 
fi  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Mason)  Jarre tt.  Her  father  was  born 
in  the  County  of  Kent,  England,  on  the  Isle  of  Sheppy,  and  was 
ten  years  of  age  when  brought  to  the  United  States  and  to  Erie  County. 
His  father  and  two  children,  George  and  Richard,  were  the  first  of  the 
family  to  come  to  America.  The  mother,  Sarah  (Green)  Jarrett,  came 
one  year  later  with  tlie  remainder  of  the  family  of  six  children.  After 
growing  up,  he  secured  the  117  acres  where  he  has  since  lived,  and  also 
owns  two  improved  farms  of  a  fraction  over  fifty  acres  each  in  the 
same  township.  He  is  now  seventy-five  years  of  age,  and  well  preserved 
in  all  his  faculties.  His  wife  passed  away  April  G,  1914,  and  on  the 
following  day  would  have  been  seventy-three  years  of  age.  She  was 
of  JMassachusetts  parents,  but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Erie  County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Temple  have  two  children :  Sarah  Etta,  born  July  3, 
1888,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  N.  Boone,  of  Erie  County,  and  they  now 
live  on  a  farm  near  Florence  Village;  George  E.,  born  February  25, 
1891,  after  completing  his  education  in  the  public  schools  took  up  farm- 
ing and  is  still  pursuing  that  vocation,  being  unmarried.  Mr.  Temple 
is  a  republican  in  polities,  but  votes  independently  in  local  affairs. 

Geoege  S.  Peck  comes  of  an  old  New  England  family.  Men  of  the 
name  established  the  family  on  these  shores  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  the  family  record  is  easily  traceable  back  through  400 
years.  This  brief  sketch  deals  only  with  such  of  the  family  who  have 
been  identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  this  covmty  through 
more  than  100  years. 

The  first  of  the  Peck  familj^  who  pioneered  to  Ohio  was  one  Charles 
Peck,  grandsire  of  the  subject.  He  was  born  in  Connecticut,  there 
reared,  and  there  married  to  Mary  Barnum,  the  daughter  of  a  sturdy 
New  England  family.  Soon  after  the  birth  of  their  first  child  they,  in 
company  with  a  goodly  number  of  their  neighbors,  formed  a  colony  and 
migrated  west  to  Ohio.  They  made  the  trip  from  Danbury,  Connecticut, 
which  was  long  and  tedious,  fraught  with  many  hardships  and  perils,  by 
wagon  train,  and  when  they  reached  Ohio  they  located  in  the  year  1810 
on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  calling  the  place  Danbury,  in  Ottawa  County. 
Their  second  child,  Rachel,  was  the  first  white  child  born  on  the  Fire 
Lands.  Charles  Peck  was  a  blacksmith,  and  his  neighbors  were  able  to 
give  him  work  to  maintain  his  family.  When  the  War  of  1812  broke 
out  their  position  was  deemed  unsafe,  and  the  little  village  was  forth- 
with deserted,  the  people  moving  to  Trumbull  County,  and  settled  in 
Canfield.  The  Pecks  remained  there  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  in 
1816  made  another  move,  this  time  settling  in  Florence  Township,  Erie 
County.  Mr.  Peck  set  up  a  smithy  at  Florence  Corners,  and  he  was 
the  only  blacksmith  in  the  township  for  a  good  while.  He  prospered 
there,  reared  his  family  in  keeping  with  their  station,  and  died  at  his 
home'Jn  1832,  when  he  was  forty-four  years  old.  His  widow  lived  to 
reach  a  fine  old  age  and  when  she  died  was  living  in  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Rachel,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ingham.  Mrs.  Peck  was  a  sister  of 
Eli  S.  Barnum,  well  known  as  the  agent  for  Jessup  &  Wakeman,  owners 
of  immense  tracts  in  Erie  and  Huron  counties. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  Charles  and  Mary  Peck.  ■  Mary,  the 
eldest,  became  the  wife  of  I.  T.  Norton,  and  spent  her  entire  life  in  Erie 
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Comity.  She  left  three  children.  Rachel,  the  second  born,  married 
S.  R.  Ingham,  and  died  well  advanced  in  years,  leaving  two  children. 
Eliphalet  Barnum  Peck,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  Cantield,  Ohio,  1S14,  and  died  April  12,  1908,  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
George  S.  Furthci'  mciitidii  of  his  life  will  follow  in  a  later  paragrapli. 
Rebecca  married  \'irgil  S(|uires,  who  was  president  of  the  First  National 
Baidc  of  Defiance,  and  she  dicil  in  that  city.  Sarah  married  Nathaniel  R. 
Daniels,  ant!  spent  her  life  in  I'liic  ('onnty.  (imr^v  S.  moved  to  Iowa 
in  185-1  and  there  married  a  .Mi.'^s  Scovillc  l\  ■  iHraiiic  a  prosperous  antl 
prominent  farmer  and  died  at  his  home  in  that  state.  Thomas  B.  bci'ame 
a  physician  and  died  a  bachelor  while  in  the  prime  of  life. 

Eliphalet  B.  Peck,  father  of  George  S.,  of  tliis  review,  lived  and  died 
on  the  old  farm,  which  is  now  the  home  and  property  of  the  subject. 
He  spent  a  busy  and  active  life  on  this  place  of  about  100  acres,  and  the 
ninety-two  years  spent  in  this  township  are  a  monument  to  his  good 
name  and  worthy  accomplishment.  No  man  was  better  known  or  more 
highly  esteemed  than  this  old  patriarch,  and  the  name  of  Peck  lost 
nothing  of  its  original  luster  through  him.  ITe  married  his  wife.  I\Iary  E. 
Reding,  in  the  log-cabin  home  of  her  brother-in-law;  Nathan  Downs,  in 
Wakenian  Township,  Huron  County.  She  was  bom  in  Ridgeville, 
Lorain  County,  on  May  4,  1819,  and  was  one  of  the  charter  meml)ers  of 
the  old  Episcopal  Church  at  Wakeman.  This  church  was  organized 
eighty  years  ago,  Mrs.  Peck  being  only  sixteen  years  at  the  time.  She 
passed  away  at  tlie  home  of  her  son  on  March  1,  1889.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Betsey  (Barnum)  Reding,  natives  of  the  State  of 
Yermont,  where  they  were  married,  coming  soon  thereafter  as  pioneers  to 
Ohio  and  taking  i;p  a  farm  in  tlie  wilds  of  Lorain  County.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband  the  widow  married  Justin  Sherman  of  Wakeman, 
Huron  County.  Fortune  pi-ospered  them,  and  they  spent  many  happy 
years  in  Wakeman  Township,  where  tliey  died  in  later  life. 

Eliphalet  B.  Peck  was  the  fnWwv  nf  six  children.  Clara  E..  the  eldest 
and  only  daughter,  married  William  Iliu'jins  of  Defiance,  Ohio,  where  she 
spent  her  married  life  and  died  there  many  years  ago.  Minor  B.,  the 
eldest  son  (now  deceased),  married  Carrie  M.  Sweet  of  Norwalk,  Ohio, 
and  the  family  is  now  living  in  Dallas,  Texas.  John  R.  married  Flora 
E.  Heath,  of  Florence,  Ohio,  and  has  long  been  a  resident  of  Toledo, 
Ohio.  Willis  E.,  the  third  son,  was  an  invalid,  and  lived  with  his  brother 
(ii'oi^e.  where  he  died  in  1913.  George  S.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Charles  II.,  who  married  Nora  M.  Al]iaugh,  of  Hillsdale.  Michigan,  and 
is  now  a  resident  of  Los  Angilrs.  ( 'ali!nrnia. 

George  S.  Peek  was  the  yonn-jist  hut  one  of  the  six  children  of  liis 
parents,  and  he  was  born  on  the  farm  lie  now  operates,  and  in  the  housr 
his  father  built  in  1844.  All  his  life  he  has  Iummi  slidt.-ivd  l,y  this  kindly 
roof.  His  birth  occurred  on  February  27.  ls"i(i.  and  lir  had  his  rdiii-ation 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  commimity.  Since  he  came  into  jio.s.scssion 
of  the  home  place  he  has  added  something  to  it  in  the  way  of  general 
improvements,  and  has  lived  the  life  of  a  good  citizen  and  succcssfid 
farmer.  He  was  married  by  the  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Peeke,  in  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
to  Josephine  Daniels,  who  was  born  in  Townsend  Township,  Huron 
County,  March  16,  1867,  and  is  tlie  daughter  of  Linus  Lee  and  Emma 
(Kyle)  Daniels.  Mrs.  Peck's  maternal  grandfather  was  Dr.  Salem  Kyle, 
of  Ijirmingham,  Ohio,  a  prominent  physician  of  Erie  County.  Mr. 
Daniels  was  born  in  Berlin  Township  on  February  14,  1839,  and  is  a 
well-known  implement  dealer  of  Berlin  Heights.  He  is  still  in  good 
health,  and  "Doc"  Daniels,  as  he  is  widely  known,  has  a  large  eirole  of 
staunch  friends  in  the  county.  His  Mdfe  died  in  August.  1875.  while  in 
middle  life.    He  is  a  republican  and  is  prominent  in  local  politics. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  George  S.  and  Josephine  Peck. 
George  S.,  the  first  born,  is  connected  with  the  state  hospital  at  Colum- 
bus.    Mary  B.  is  a  skilled  pianist  and  whistler,  and  with  her  husband 
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conducts  a  studio  in  Columbus.  She  followed  her  high-school  education 
with  a  course  of  training  in  the  Capital  College  of  Oratory  and  Music  at 
Columbus,  of  which  her  husband,  Walter  Harrison  Hill,  is  also  a  grad- 
uate, and  after  their  marriage  opened  a  studio  for  the  instruction  of 
pupils  in  piano  music.    They  have  been  very  successful  in  their  work. 

Besides  their  two  children,  the  Pecks  adopted  one  child,  Linus  Bar- 
num  Peck.  Tln-y  arc  tiifiiil)ers  of  the  Congregational  Cliurch.  Mr.  Peck 
has  given  considn-MM,  alti'ntion  to  cui'io  collcctini:.  and  lias  in  his  pos- 
session an  adiniralilr  assurtment  of  Indian  arrowheads,  many  of  which 
he  found  on  his  farm.  The  stone  implements  commonly  used  by  the 
Indians  are  found  in  his  collection,  and  he  is  the  possessor  of  the  cradle 
in  which  his  father  was  rocked  101  years  ago. 

In  a  sketch  of  this  nature  lack  of  space  forbids  any  extended  mention 
of  any  member  of  the  family,  but  it  may  here,  be  mi^ntioued  that  the 
Peck  family  is  the  sub.ject  of  an  authoritative  history  and  eLucalogy, 
dealing  with  the  name  in  its  various  branches  back  through  a  period  of 
more  than  400  years.  In  this  review,  however,  an  effort  has  been  made 
to  outline  the  life  of  the  family  in  its  connection  with  the  State  of  Ohio, 
regardless  of  earlier  activities  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  is  a 
pleasing  task  to  incorporate  in  this  historical  work  even  so  brief  a  family 
sketcli  a.s  this  must  necessarily  be,  in  connection  with  the  honored  name 
of  Peck. 

F.  Gilbert  Pierck.  Eighty  or  ninety  years  ago  when  the  Pierce 
famil.v  first  came  into  Xorthern  Ohio  this  country  was  still  largely  a 
wilderness.  Village  connnunities  were  small  and  far  apart.  The  pio- 
neers had  effected  .some  clearings  and  tilled  fields,  a  few  roads  were  cut 
or  blazed  through  the  woods,  but  still  the  heaviest  burdens  rested  upon 
the  newcomers  in  cutting  down  countless  trees,  uprooting  the  stumps 
and  brush,  and  starting  cultivation  whtere  never  befoi'e  had  been  the 
civilized  activities  of  white  men.  IMr.  F.  Gilbert  Pierce,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  agriculturists  of  Florence  Township,  thus  rej^resents  one 
of  the  early  families,  and  the  work  of  pioneering  performed  by  his  father 
and  grandfather  ha.s  been  continued  under  moctern  conditions  through 
his  own  efforts. 

Born  at  Oberlin,  in  Lorain  County,  September  24,  1860,  F.  Gilbert 
Piei-ee  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  L.  and  Almira  (Dayton)  Pierce.  His  father 
was  born  in  Bennington,  Vermont,  of  old  and  rugged  New  England 
ancestry.  He  was  born  in  1812,  and  wa.s  about  twelve  or  thirteen  years 
of  age  when  the  family  came  out  to  Northern  Ohio.  From  Buffalo  they 
made  the  journey  by  lake  steamer  as  far  as  Cleveland,  and  thence  came 
out  into  the  back  country,  locating  at  Carlisle,  in  Lorain  County.  That 
was  still  a  wilderness,  and  the  family  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  which  by 
the  farthest  stretch  of  imagination  could  hardly  be  called  a  real  farm. 
Some  years  later  the  parents  of  Benjamin  Pierce  left  Ohio  and  moved  to 
Michigan,  locating  near  Innia.  where  Grandfather  Pierce  died  when  quite 
an  old  man.  His  widow  subsequently  returned  to  Ohio,  and  lived  with 
her  grandson,  F.  Gillieit  I'ieree,  for  a  time,  and  also  with  her  son, 
Artemus  Pierce,  and  died  at  the  latter 's  home  in  Portage  County,  Ohio, 
when  about  eighty  years  of  age. 

Benjamin  L.  Pierce  was  continuously  a  resident  of  Lorain  County 
from  the  time  he  arrived  there  as  a  boy  back  in  the  early  '20s.  He 
learned  the  stone  and  brickmaker's  trade  at  Carlisle  and  at  Oberlin, 
and  for  years  as  a  mason  foreman  and  contractor  performed  much  of 
the  hard  work  connected  with  his  trade  and  industry.  At  both  Elyria 
and  Oberlin  he  and  his  brother-in-law,  A.  P.  Dayton,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Pierce  &  Dayton,  constructed  many  of  the  leading  store  buildings  and 
laid  many  foundations  for  homes  and  other  structures  in  both  cities. 
The  substantial  quality  of  their  work  is  still  testified  by  a  number  of 
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biiildiiig'S  which  are  still  standing-  in  Loraia  County.  Finally  I\Ir.  Pierce 
sold  his  interests  at  Oberlin,  and  about  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  located 
in  Florence  Township  of  Erie  Coimty,  buying  land  situated  along  the 
Vermilion  River,  a  mile  southwest  of  Binningham.  There  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  days  in  the  less  strenuous  vocation  of  farmer,  and  died  Octo- 
ber 6.  1876.  He  -was  a  republican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  The  distinguishing  and  striking  characteristic 
of  this  well-remembered  citizen  was  his  hard-working  industry.  Physic- 
ally he  was  large  and  powerful,  but  even  so.  his  strength  did  not  equal  his 
ambition  and  determiiuition,  and  it  was  largely  due  to  overwork  that 
he  finally  retired  froin  llic  iikisiui  "s  trade,  and  took  up  the  quieter  routine 
of  farming.  His  wilV  dird  at  the  birth  of  her  only  child,  F.  G-ilbert 
Pierce.  Benjamin  Pierce  married  again,  but  there  were  no  children 
of  that  union. 

F.  Gilbert  Pierce  grew  up  in  his  father's  home,  attended  the  public 
schools,  and  for  the  pa.st  fifty  years,  since  he  was  a  small  boy,  has  lived 
continuously  on  his  present  farm.  He  now  owns  eighty-two  acres  located 
on  the  Vermilion  River,  and  this  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  pro- 
ductive farms  in  Florence  Township.  For  many  years,  season  in  and 
season  out,  he  has  regularly  produced  large  crops  of  grain  and  has  spe- 
cialized in  the  handling  of  good  stock.  He  and  his  family  reside  in  a 
sightly  eight-room  home,  surrounded  with  a  niimber  of  other  building 
improvements.  One  feature  of  the  place  is  a  sixty -ton  silo.  He  also  has 
a  four-acre  apple  orchard. 

At  Berlin  Heights  Mr.  Pierce  married  Miss  Florence  Harris.  She 
was  born  in  the  State  of  Maine,  but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Erie 
County,  whither  she  was  brought  by  her  mother  when  she  was  small. 
Her  mother  died  in  Erie  Cniinty  and  her  father  subsequently  returned 
East.  Mrs.  Pierce  has  a  lirotliir,  William  D.  Harris,  who  is  manager  of 
the  Buckeye  Lake  Resort  in  tliis  stat<\  and  by  his  marriage  to  Nellie 
IMorris,  of  Huron,  has  a  family  of  sons  and  daughters.  A  sister  of  Mrs. 
Pierce  is  Lavilla.  who  died  after  her  marriage  and  the  birth  of  her  first 
child.  Eva,  another  sister,  by  her  first  marriage,  to  C.  C.  Bryant,  has 
a  daughter,  Eva  Jane  Bryant.  Mrs.  Bryant  married  second  Trvin 
Nichols,  and  is  living  at  Lorain,  Ohio.  Another  sister  is  Ora.  wife  of 
A.  J.  Nelson,  of  Medina,  Ohio. 

Mv.  and  ilrs.  Pierce  have  two  children.  Elizabeth,  born  April  1, 
1889.  graduated  from  the  Birmingham  public  schools  and  the  Oberlin 
High  School,  and  soon  afterwards  began  a  career  as  teacher  which  has 
been  her  vocation  for  a  number  of  years.  She  has  taught  in  Florence 
Township,  also  on  Kelley's  Island,  and  was  one  of  the  first  students  to 
graduate  from  the  State  Normal  at  Kent,  and  has  now  for  several  years 
filled  a  responsible  position  in  the  Elyria  schools.  Benjamin  L.,  the 
only  .son,  born  March  18.  1894,  also  took  the  same  course  of  studies  as 
his  sister,  and  has  already  attained  no  little  standing  as  a  teacher.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  teaching  in  the  Birmingham  public  schools.  He  is 
an  ambitious  young  man,  studious  and  industrious,  and  has  the  promise 
of  a  career  of  great  usefulness  before  him. 

Besides  his  fine  farm  in  Florence  Township,  Mr.  Pierce  is  known  in 
business  circles  as  president  of  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Milk  and 
Supply  Company  of  I^irmingham  and  Elyria.  This  company  has  a 
capital  stock  of  $10,000,  and  was  organized  in  July,  1913.  It  maintains 
two  modern  plants  for  the  handling  of  milk  and  its  products,  one  at 
Birmingham  and  one  at  Elyria,  and  the  company  is  one  of  the  chief 
distributors  of  butter,  cream,  ice  cream  and  milk,  of  the  best  quality, 
in  these  two  counties.  Every  stockholder  in  the  company  is  a  practical 
dairyman.  The  vice  president  and  director  is  Jay  C.  Parker,  another 
well-known  citizen  of  Florence  Township,  and  the  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  llic  company  is  W.  II.  Wascii. 
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Mr.  Pierce  aud  family  attend  the  Methodist  Eiiisriipiil  Clniivli  at 
Birmingham.  The  son  is  a  trustee  in  the  church  and  a  haihr  in  Sunday- 
school  activities.  Both  Mr.  Pierce  aud  son  are  repuliliiau  voteis,  and 
his  fellow-citizens  have  shown  their  confidence  in  his  integritj-  and 
civic  standing  by  electing  him  to  the  office  of  township  assessor,  a  place 
he  held  for  several  years. 

George  Blanden.  For  more  than  four  score  years  has  ilr.  Blanden 
maintained  his  home  in  his  native  Township  of  Florence,  and  the  only 
appreciable  period  of  absence  from  the  borders  of  Erie  County  was 
when  he  was  rendering  to  the  nation  the  loyal  service  of  -a  Union 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  He  has  been  a  man  of  thought  and  action,  has 
accounted  well  for  himself  in  all  of  the  relations  of  life,  achieved 
substantial  success  through  his  long  and  vigorous  identification  with  the 
great  basic  industry  of  agriculture,  and  the  true  character  of  the  indi- 
vidual has  been  shown  in  no  one  waj'  more  distinetivel^y  and  worthily  than 
in  the  constant  care  and  loving  devotion  which  he  has  given  to  his 
invalid  wife  during  the  long  period  of  eight  yeai's  of  her  affliction, 
which  she  has  borne  with  gentle  patience  and  Christian  foi-titude,  their 
mutual  sympathy  and  unselfiiili  solicitude  breathing  forth  the  spirit  of 
the  ideal  harmony  between  man  and  wife,  and  their  devotion  finding 
its  supi-eme  test  and  greatest  glory  in  the  gloaming  of  their  long  and 
useful  lives.  After  years  of  earnest  endeavor  in  connection  with  the 
productive  activities  of  human  existence  IVIr.  Blanden  is  living  in  gra- 
cious retirement  in  his  attractive  home  in  the  Village  of  Birmingham, 
and  he  and  his  cherished  companion  and  helpmeet  are  held  in  reverent 
affection  by  a  circle  of  friends  whose  number  is  limited  only  by  that 
of  their  acquaintances. 

In  Florence  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  George  Blanden  was 
born  on  the  5th  of  Decendier,  1833,  and  he  is  the  only  surviving  child 
of  James  and  Caroline  i  RimmI  i  Ulandm,  both  natives  of  the  State  of 
New  York  and  menilins  of  fiiinilits  early  founded  within  the  borders 
of  the  old  Empire  roinnioiiwcaltli,  ^li-s.  Blanden  having  been  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Charlotte  (Morgan)  Reed,  the  fonner  of  German 
lineage  and  the  latter  a  member  of  the  old  and  well  known  ^lorgan 
family  of  New  York  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  attained  to  advanced 
age  and  passed  the  closing  years  of  their  lives  in  Binningham,  Erie 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  maintained  their  home  in  a  house  standing 
iust  opposite  the  present  home  of  the  subject  of  this  review. 

James  Blanden  was  reared  aud  educated  in  his  native  state  and 
there  learned  the  trade  of  mason.  Within  a  comparatively  short  time 
after  his  marriage  he  and  his  wife  came  to  Ohio  and  established  their 
permanent  home  on  a  farm  in  Florence  Township,  Erie  County,  where 
they  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Blanden  not  only  i-eclaimed 
one  of  the  excellent  pioneer  farms  of  the  county  but  also  did  a  large 
amount  of  work  at  his  trade,  his  services  as  a  mason  and  plasterer  hav- 
ing been  much  in  demand  throughoiit  all  parts  of  the  county.  lie  and 
his  wife  were  early  and  honored  members  of  the  pioneer  ilethodist 
Episcopal  Churcli  at  Birmingham,  and  their  abiding  Christian  faith 
was  shown  forth  in  their  daily  lives, — in  kindly  thoughts  and  kindly 
deeds.  Mr.  Blanden  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  whig  party  and  he 
preceded  his  wife  to  the  litV  elcrnal,  liis  di^ath  having  occurred  many 
years  ago  and  his  widow  lKi\inL!  iiassed  away  in  1884,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  in  the  .Metliddisi  (  hun-hyard  at  Birmingham.  Of 
the  children  George,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  only  survivor,  as  has  already 
been  noted,  and  he  was  one  of  the  three  sons  to  represent  Erie  County 
as  gallant  soldiers  of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war.  His  older  brother, 
John,  and  his  younger  brother,  Allen,  lived  up  to  tlie  full  tension  of 
the  great  conflict  between  the  Nortli  and  tlie  South,  Jnlni  having  sac- 
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rifieed  his  life  ou  the  field  of  battle,  as  he  was  instantly  killed  when  shot 
through  the  forehead,  at  the  battle  of  Resaea,  Georgia,  where  he  was 
laid  to  rest  iu  a  soldier's  grave  and  with  such  military  honors  as  were 
possible  to  bestow  under  existing  conditions.  Allen  Blanden  served  as 
captain  of  his  company  in  tlic  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
took  part  in  many  important  campaigns  and  battles.  He  accompanied 
General  Sherman's  forces  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  thereafter  took 
part  in  the  historic  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  After  receiving 
his  honorable  discharge,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  returned  to  Erie 
County,  whei'e  he  followed  the  trades  of  wagonmaker  and  painter  for 
some  time.  He  finally  removed  to  Michigan  and  his  marriage. was  sol- 
emnized at  Breckenridge,  Gratiot  County,  that  state,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death.  He  was  survived  by  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. 

George  Blanden  wa.s  reared  to  manhood  on  the  old  homestead  farm 
in  Florence  Township  and  his  early  educational  advantages  were  those 
afforded  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Erie  County.  He  continued  his  asso- 
ciation with  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war, 
w^hen  he  .subordinated  all  personal  interests  to  go  forth  in  defense  of 
the  Union,  the  integrity  of  which  was  jjlaced  in  .jeopardy.  In  response 
to  President  Lincoln's  first  call  for  volunteers  to  aid  in  suppressing  the 
rebellion,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
for  a  term  of  three  mouths,  under  Captain  Sprague  and  Colonel  Tyler. 
The  regiment  was  mustered  in  in  June,  1861,  and  forthwith  proceeded 
to  the  front.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  Mr.  Blanden 
re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  and  for  a  term  of  three  years,  but  the  fortunes 
of  war  did  not  permit  him  to  remain  in  the  ranks  until  the  close  of  the 
great  struggle.  While  in  the  command  of  General  Kimball  at  the  battle 
of  Cross  Lanes,  West  Virginia,  he  had  his  first  experience  in  tierce 
polemic  conflict  but  he  escaped  injury.  Later  he  took  part  in  the 
memorable  battle  at  AVinchester,  Virginia,  and  ou  the  21st  of  Jlareh, 
1862,  he  was  shot  through  the  left  arm,  near  the  elbow,  the  minie  ball 
so  shattering  the  bones  of  the  arm  that  the  member  was  rendered  use- 
less, five  sections  of  bone  being  taken  from  the  arm.  Thus  incapaci- 
tated for  further  active  service  in  the  field,  J\Ir.  Blanden  received  his 
honorable  discharge  on  the  28th  of  June,  1862.  after  having  made  a 
record  for  faithful  and  valiant  service.  In  later  years  he  has  perpetu- 
ated his  interest  in  his  old  comrades  through  his  atliliatiou  with  the 
Grand  Array  of  the  Republic. 

After  his  phy.sical  injury  had  compelled  his  retirement  from  the 
ranks  of  the  Union  Army  Air.  Blanden  returned  to  his  home  in  P>ie 
County  and  within  a  short  time  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  became 
the  owner  of  the  old  Blanchard  farm,  of  eighty-six  acres,  in  Florence 
Township.  There  he  continued  to  be  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
and  stockgrowing  for  a  period  of  fully  thirty-five  years,  his  retireraeul 
from  the  active  labors  of  the  fanu  having  occurred  about  the  year 
1900.  when  lie  removed  to  tlic  \'illai;v  iil'  liiniiingham,  where  he  has 
since  iiiaintaiiii'd  lii.s  luiuic  and  where  for  eight  yeai's  past  he  has  devoted 
himself  almost  constantly  to  ministering  to  his  ciierished  wife,  their 
loving  companionship  having  continued  for  more  than  half  a  century. 
]\lrs.  Blanden  sutt'ers  from  paralysis  of  such  severe  form  that  for  fully 
eight  yciii's  she  has  had  control  of  none  of  her  mu.seles,  thus  being 
virtually  lielpless  but  being  at  all  times  representative  of  the  incarna- 
tion of  spiriliKd  patience  aud  gentle  submis.sion  to  her  great  affliction, 
the  heavv  hunli'ii  of  wliich  has  been  lightetie<l  liy  the  devoted  care  given 
to  her  liv  her  viMievalile  husband.  Both  have  lieeii  for  many  years 
devout  in'eiiiliei's  of  the  Metiiodist  Kpisccipal  Church,  and  Mr.  Blanden 
has  always  been  aligned  as  a  stauncli  supporter  of  the  principles  of. the 
republican  i>arty.     He  served  in  past  yeai-.s  as  township  trustee  aud  was 
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ealk'd  upou  also  to  scrvL'  in  other  positions  of  local  trust.  lie  was 
atKliated  with  tJie  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons  at  Bir- 
mingham until  the  organization  lapsed,  and  since  that  time  has  main- 
tained no  direct  ilasonic  association. 

In  Florence  Township,  in  the  year  of  1864,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Jilandeu  to  ^liss  Alice  Bristol,  who  was  born  in  Hen- 
rietta Township,  Loiviiii  County.  Ohio,  on  the  14th  of  September,  1846, 
but  who  was  ivaiv.l  ;in.[  iMui-itnl  in  l-'hjiviicr  'l'(i\vnshi|i,  Erie  County, 
where  her  fjiih.T  ,'>tiililislir,l  Ins  lionh-  mi  ii  f^nii  ulim  she  was  a  child. 
Mrs.  Blantlen  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Cluuiutte  (Dcnnison)  Bris- 
tol, the  former  of  whom  was  horn  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  the 
latter  of  whom  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  white  child  born 
in  Henrietta  Township,  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  her  parents,  John  and 
ilariau  Denuison,  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York,  having  been  the 
first  permanent  settlers  in  Henrietta  Township,  Lorain  County,  where 
the  latter  died  when  her  daughter  Charlotte  was  but  seven  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Dennison  lived  to  a  venerable  age  and  passed  the  closing  years  of 
his  life  near  Birmingham,  Erie  County.  Within  a  few  years  after 
their  marriage  Charles  Bristol  and  his  wife  established  their  home  on 
a  farm  in  Florence  Township,  Erie  County,  and  they  continued  as 
honored  citizens  of  this  county  until  their  death,  Mr.  Bristol  having 
passed  away  in  1901,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  his 
devoted  wife  having  died  on  her  seventy-ninth  birthday  anniversary, 
^lay  17,  1898.  It  is  interesting  to  record  that  she  mari-ied  Mr.  Bristol 
on  her  twent.v-fourth  birthday  anniversaiy  and  that  her  daughter  Emma 
was  born  on  the  annivei-sary  date  of  the  mother's  birth. 

Mr.  and  INlrs.  Blanden  have  two  children :  George,  who  celebrated 
in  1915  his  forty-.sixth  birthday  anniversary,  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  of  his  parents,  and  has  been  carrier  on  the  rural  mail  route 
of  that  locality  from  the  time  this  free  service  was  established  there, 
in  1903.  He  wedded  iliss  Lois  Curtis  and  they  have  two  sons,  June 
and  James.  Ray,  the  younger  of  the  two  children  of  the  honored  citizen 
to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedicated,  is  the  wife  of  Wilber  Struck,  of  Bir- 
mingham, and  they  have  two  sons,  Rolland  and  Donald. 

Arthur  J.  Nickols.  A  native  of  Erie  Count.y,  Arthur  J.  Nickols 
has  .spent  practically  all  his  life  within  the  limits  of  Beilin  Township, 
and  in  tliat  time  has  acquired  those  things  most  ii|)|iif(iat('(l  by  a  man 
of  industry  and  ambition.  He  has  a  tine  fai-iii  wliirh  n'lucscnts  his 
diligence  and  good  business  judgment,  has  provided  liherall,\-  for  home 
and  family,  and  has  gained  the  esteem  of  all  citizens  in  that  locality 
for  his  uprightness  and  the  practice  of  high  ideals  of  manhood. 

He  was  born  on  the  old  farm,  a  part  of  which  he  now  owns,  and 
adjacent  to  his  present  place  of  residence,  on  October  7,  1859.  His 
father,  Curtis  Nickols,  was  a  very  prominent  man  in  his  day  in  'Evu; 
County.  He  was  a  skilled  worker  both  in  wood  and  iron,  and  practiced 
his  craft  in  the  days  before  machinery  began  to  turn  out  such  enormous 
quantities  of  cheaply  made  wagons  and  buggies.  Many  of  the  articles, 
which  he  made  are  still  to  be  found  in  the  homes  of  prominent  people 
in  Erie  County,  and  he  was  the  type  of  workman  who  made  things  useful 
and  attractive,  and  with  such  qualities  of  stability  that  they  could  be 
handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another.  Curtis  Nickols  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Lewis,  were  both  born  in  New  York' 
State.  The  grandfather  of  Curtis  was  a  native  of  Germany,  while  his 
grandmother  was  a  native  of  England.  Curtis  was  a  son  of  Joseph 
Nickols,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  when  his  son  Curtis  was 
six  years  of  age  brought  his  family  to  Vermilion  Township,  in  Erie 
County.  Joseph  was  married  in  1825.  After  about  a  dozen  years  of 
residence  in  Erie  Count.v.  and  when  Curtis  was  between  eighteen  and 
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twenty  years  of  age,  Joseph  Xiekols  and  wife  and  all  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  moved  out  to  Indiana  in  June,  1846,  locating  in 
DeKalb  County.  They  afterward  located  in  Steuben  Coimty,  and  from 
that  locality  two  of  their  children,  !Milo  and  Lucy,  the  latter  at  that 
time  Ihe  wife  of  a  IMr.  Sanders,  went  to  California  in  1849,  and  spent 
fill'  remainder  of  their  lives  in  that  far  western  state.  The  foHowing 
cliiklren  were  born  to  Joseph  Nickols  and  wife :  Lucy  Ann,  who  was 
born  December  3,  1822;  Harvey,  born  September  11,  1824,  and  died 
August  23,  1826;  Curtis,  born  September  2,  1826,  and  died  July  31, 
1903 ;  Rufus  Main,  born  Februai-y  2,  1828,  and  died  February-  23,  1899 ; 
Harriet  Betty,  born  March  4,  1830;  Josejih  Milo,  born  Februarv  10, 
1832,  died  March  31,  1902;  Norman,  born  February  22,  1834;  George 
Wa-shington,  born  June  1,  1836,  and  died  April  22,  1857 ;  Alexander  Lot, 
born  February  19,  1838 ;  Victoria  Louisa,  born  November  2,  1840,  died 
December  11,  1870 ;  and  Hannah  Delila,  born  April  3,  1842. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age  Curtis  Nickols  paid  his  father  .$75.00 
for  his  time  and  bound  himself  as  an  apprentice  to  the  blacksmith  trade 
with  a  Mr.  Stone  of  Stone  Corners,  now  Ogontz  in  Berlin  Township,  in 
the  same  locality  wdiere  Arthur  J.  Nickols  now  lives.  His  apprentice- 
ship was  for  three  years,  and  during  the  first  year  he  received  $40.00. 
.$75.00  in  the  second  year  and  $100.00  for  the  tliird  year.  He  developed 
into  a  skilled  blacksmith  and  afterward  acquired  equal  facilities  as  a 
carpenter  and  .joiner,  and  for  .several  years  devoted  much  of  his  time 
to  that  class  of  work  known  as  wheelwright.  For  several  years  he 
wrought  at  his  trade  in  Chicago,  and  was  also  employed  on  the  Soo 
Canal.  He  wa.s  married  in  Erie  County  in  July,  1858,  to  ^liss  ^Alary 
Lewis.  In  the  meantime  he  had  bought  ninety  acres,  and  subsequently 
increa-sed  that  to  160  acres.  This  farm  lies  adjacent  to  the  one  now- 
owned  and  (ii'i-u])ic(l  l)y  Arthur  J.  Nirkdls.  .Miss  Mary  Lewis  was  born 
in  New  York  Stair  about  1830,  and  lid-  |iaiviits  lived  and  died  there. 
Her  father  passed  away  a  few  years  before  his  wife,  and  she  was  nearly 
eighty  when  her  death  occurred.  Mr.  Lewis  was  for  a  number  of  years 
a  cook  on  lake  boats.  After  his  marriage  Curtis  Nickols  located  on  his 
farm  of  160  acres  on  the  Ridge  Road  in  Berlin  TowTiship.  His  first 
tract  of  this  farm  was  ninety  .nii  ,s.  |iiiieliased  in  1853  of  Lanson  Brooks. 
He  brought  about  many  impmv, m,  nis.  his  skill  serving  him  well  in  the 
erection  of  a  substantial  home  and  guud  barns.  He  died  there  when 
nearly  seventy-seven,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  middle  life,  at  the 
age  of  forty-two.  He  was  variousl.y  affiliated  in  politics,  having  at  one 
time  voted  the  whig  ticket,  again  as  a  republican  and  was  also  a  Greeley 
democrat.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  honored  with  the  office  of  town- 
shi]i  ti'ustee,  and  in  every  sense  lived  fully  up  to  the  obligations  imposed 
upon  citizenship. 

Arthur  J.  Nickols  spent  his  early  life  on  the  old  homestead  of  his 
father  and  for  a  number  of  successive  winter  terms  attended  the  neigh- 
boring district  schools.  Hard  work  and  intelligent  management  have 
been  the  essential  factors  in  his  career,  and  since  his  marriage  he  has 
owned  and  occupied  the  old  homestead  of  his  wife's  parents,  comprising 
142  acres,  and  he  also  has  fifty-five  acres  of  his  father's  old  estate. 
Nearly  all  of  this  land  is  improved,  but  one  of  its  valuable  features  is 
a  tract  of  fine  native  timber  covering  twenty-eight  acres.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  developing  a  large  fniit  orchard,  having  about  1,500  young 
trees.  His  home  is  one  of  the  best  in  that  part  of  Erie  County,  being 
a  large  fourteen-room  house,  surrounded  by  excellent  barns  and  all 
other  facilities  for  handling  his  crops  and  livestock.  He  raises  every- 
thing in  large  quantities,  and  from  his  herd  of  Jersey  cattle  sells 
quantities  of  butter  and  cream. 

Mr.  Nickols  was  married  in  1886.  on  Ihe  farm  where  he  now  resides. 
to  Miss  Alice  i\I.  Smith.     She  was  born  nti  liiat   farm  and  grew  u|)  and 
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received  her  education  there,  and  she  and  her  husband  were  children 
together.  Her  parents  were  Horace  T.  and  Susan  (Johnson)  Smitli. 
Her  father  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  his  day  in  Berlin  Townsliip, 
and  from  birth  spent  practically  all  his  life  on  the  farm  where  "Sir.  and 
Mrs.  Nickols  now  reside.  This  fann  came  into  the  Smith  family  direct 
from  the  Government,  having  originally  been  a  part  of  the  "fire  lands" 
set  aside  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  suffered  in  Connecticut  and  other 
eastern  states  because  of  the  dci>iv(l:itiiiiis  inflicted  by  the  soldiers  of 
Great  Britain  during  the  early  Aim  ricaii  wars.  Mr.  Smith  died  there 
when  about  ninety  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  was  more  than  eighty 
when  she  passed  away. 

Mr.  and  j\Irs.  Niekols  have  four  children.  Lewis  is  now  a  mei'clinnt 
at  Ogontz  Corners,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Irish  has  a  daugli- 
ter,  Ruth.  Lloyd  is  living  at  home  unmarried.  Ellsworth  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Berlin  High  School  and  is  now  a  student  in  Chicago. 
Elton  is  still  in  high  school.  Mr.  Nickols  has  long  taken  a  prominent 
place  in  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  is  a  past  master  of  Florence 
Grange,  No.  1844,  while  his  wife  is  equally  active  in  the  woman's  work 
of  that  order  and  has  held  every  office  given  to  the  women  members. 
Politically  he  is  an  independent  democrat,  and  has  given  public  servici' 
chietly  as  president  of  the  school  board  for  several  years. 

Hon.  Lewis  F.  White.  A  member  of  the  Ohio  State  Senate  from 
the  Thirtieth  Senatorial  District,  comprising  the  counties  of  Erie.  Huron, 
Ottawa  and  Sandusky,  Senator  White  has  proved  himself  not  only  a 
representative  but  also  a  leader  in  the  public  life  of  those  counties 
and  in  the  state  at  large.  Reai'ed  on  a  fann,  with  business  experience 
connecting  him  with  the  important  fisliiii';-  industiy  along  the  lake  shore, 
he  possesses  an  unusual  range  of  (|iialilii;itioiis  which  put  him  in  close 
touch  with  the  people  whom  he  Sd  :ilily  I'lpresents. 

Senator  White  was  elected  as  representative  to  the  Seventy-eighth 
General  Assembly  of  Ohio  from  Sandusky  County  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years  and  re-elected  to  the  Seventy-ninth  General  Assembly  by  an 
increased  majority.  Hi.s  home  is  in  Sandusky  County  in  Townsend 
Township,  in  which  locality  he  was  born  October  9,  1882.  His  parents 
were  Charles  W.  and  Catherine  (Wahl)  White,  his  father  a  native  of 
Prussia  and  his  mother  of  Baden,  Germany.  Both  parents  are  now 
deceased.  Charles  W.  White  came  to  America  in  ls4!i  ami  Incated  in 
Sandu.sky  County  and  was  one  of  the  capable  early  settlers  and  farm- 
ers in  Townsend  Township,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  KS96.  His 
position  as  a  citizen  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  for  several  times  he 
served  as  a  director  of  the  Infirmary  of  Sandusky  County,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  held  the  otifice  of  justiee  of  the  peace  in  Townsend 
Township. 

Lewis  F.  White  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  township,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  pul)lic  schools,  and  studied  law  undi^r  the  then  prosecuting 
attorney  of  Sandusky  Cduntw  Mii-hael  W.  Hunt.  For  some  time  he 
was  also  a  student  in  the  <  »ino  Xortliei'ii  I'niversity  at  Ada.  By  his 
early  career  he  knows  the  life  of  the  farmer  and  has  a  keen  ajipreeia- 
tion  of  the  needs  of  the  rural  community.  For  several  years  he  has 
been  engaged  in  farming  and  the  fishing  industry,  and  tlie  people  of 
his  district  recognize  in  him  not  only  an  able  political  leader  but  also 
as  a  man  whose  substantial  accomplishment  in  a  business  way  entitle 
him  to  confidence.  Senator  White'  married  Mabel  M.  Mahan,  who  was 
born  in  Clyde,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  James  Mahan. 

Senator  White  is  a  democrat,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been 
a  leader  in  that  party.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees at  Whitmore,  Tent  No.  222 ;  with  Camp  No.  4477  of  the  ilodern 
Woodmen  of  America  at  Vickerv:  with  Aerie  No.  712  of  the  Fraternal 
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Ordei'  of  Eagles  at  Fremont.  His  legislative  experience  began  with  the 
seventy-eighth  session  of  the  Ohio  General  Assembly,  and  he  was  in 
the  lower  house  four  years,  being  a  member  of  both  the  seventy-eighth 
and  seventy-ninth  asseml)lies.  Previously  he  had  for  four  years  been 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  ('(Mitral  Committee  from  Townseud  Town- 
ship, and  for  three  years  of  tliis  time  wms  chairman  of  the  Sandusky 
County  Central  Committee. 

During  the  Sevent>  i  i-iitli  .\sscmbly  he  did  an  important  work  in 
securing  the  passage  «i'  s('\ri:il  laws  regulating  the  tishing  industry-  on 
Lake  Erie,  and  during  tlic  same  session  procured  some  important  reforms 
in  the  hunting  and  game  laws  of  the  state.  In  that  assembly  he  was  a 
member  of  the  following  committees :  Fish  culture  and  game ;  In^stitute 
of  the  Blind;  ditches  and  drains;  military  affairs.  In  the  seventy-ninth 
sc.s.sion  he  was  chairman  of  the  fish  culture  and  szainc  ciiiiiinittee  and  a 
iiicmlier  of  the  committees  on  Federal  relations,  snidiris  and  sailors 
homes  and  agriculture.  In  the  seventy-eighth  scssimi  In-  had  the  dis- 
tinction of  lieing  tlie  youngest  legislator.  Credit  is  given  him  for  all 
the  iiiii>ortant  changes  made  in  the  fish  and  game  laws  during  the 
Sevent\-ninth  Assembly.  It  was  his  creditable  work  in  the  first  session 
that  led  to  his  re-election  to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  a  substan- 
tial and  increased  majority. 

Since   taking   his   seat    in    tlie    Senate    in   the    Eighty-first    General 

Assciiilily.  .'\li'.  Wiiitc  has  i ii  chairman  of  the  drainage  and  irrigation 

coiuiiiittfc,  i'fj;ardiMl  as  one  ui'  I  he  most  important  connnittees  because 
of  tlic  sclicduh'  (if  pi-o]i()si'd  li-_;ishition  foi'  flood  ]irotcction  in  the  state. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  .■(iiiiinittccs  on  ai^riciill  iirc  lish  culture 
and  game,  county  alfairs,  claims,  Suldicis  ami  Sailnis  ( »rplians  Home, 
and  labor.  During  this  session  he  sccuifil  the  appiMpiaalion  for  the 
erection  of  a  memoi'ial  to  commemorate  the  services  of  George  Burton 
ileek,  who  was  the  first  American  to  give  up  his  life  for  his  country 
during  the  Sjjanish-American  war.  On  August  14,  1915,  Senator  White 
was  apiKMntcd  by  Governor  Willis  of  Ohio  to  .serve  as  a  member  of  the 
Dliio  ilnildinji  Commission  and  at  the  organization  of  the  commission 
was  elected  ils  vice  president. 

Substantial  as  has  been  his  achievements  so  far,  a  great  many  people 
in  the  Thirtieth  Senatorial  District  believe  that  Senator  White's  career 
has  only  begun,  and  that  he  shows  (jualities  which  will  eventually  lead 
him  to  great  prominence  lioth  in  the  .state  and  perhaps  in  the  nation. 

Herman  W^elz.  In  tlie  course  of  human  life  the  burdens  boi-ne  hy 
one  generation  are  shifted  on  to  the  shoulders  of  the  following,  and  thus 
tliere  is  a  constant  succession  of  the  younger  taking  the  places  of  the 
older  in  every  community.  Among  tlie  young  people  who  have  now 
assumed  such  independent  respoiisiliilities  in  affairs  and  are  carrying 
forward  the  work  begun  and  eapaMy  peifoi'ined  l)y  their  parents  are 
Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Herman  Welz,  of  l-"lorenee  Townshiji.  They  represent  the 
live  interests  in  their  community,  arc  popular  people  socially,  and  are 
doing  their  share  in  cultivating  the  land,  supporting  the  schools  and 
community  institutions,  and  making  for  progress  generally. 

Oxford  Township  of  Erie  (bounty  is  the  native  jihice  of  Herman 
Welz,  who  was  born  April  17,  1881,  on  Easter  Sunday.  His  parents 
were  German  people,  Jonas  and  Sophia  (King)  Welz,  both  natives  of 
Baden.  His  father  was  horn  in  1842  and  his  mother  was  a  year  or  two 
older.  Their  respective  parents  .spent  all  their  lives  in  the  province  of 
Baden,  where  grandfather  Welz  was  a  large  and  pi-osperous  farmer. 
Jonas  Welz  came  to  the  United  States  when  twenty-three,  sailing  from 
Bremen  to  Now  York  City,  and  thence  to  Oxford  Townsliip  in  Erie 
County.  Th(M-e  he  .ioiiied  his  older  brother,  Jacob,  who  had  come  on 
some   years   befoi-e   and    who   became    well    known    in    ()\foi-(l    Township, 
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where  he  married  and  reared  a  large  family.  Jonas  Welz  was  mnrricd 
in  Erie  County  to  Sophia  King,  who  had  come  with  her  parents  win  n 
six  y^ars  of  age,  on  a  sailing  vessel  from  Bremen  to  New  York  (  it.\ 
and  thence  to  Oxford  Township.  In  1849  her  father,  Mr.  King,  went 
out  to  California  to  search  for  gold  and  wealth,  and  was  never  heard 
of  afterwards.  His  widow  later  .  died  in  Oxford  Township,  with  a 
family  of  two  sons  and  two  daughtei-s,  all  of  whom  are  now  decea.sed. 
Jonas  Welz,  after  his  marriage,  started  out  as  a  farmer  in  Oxford 
Township  and  lived  there  until  1882,  when  he  brought  his  family,  includ- 
ing his  son,  Herman,  to  Florence  Township,  selecting  as  his  location 
a  choice  piece  of  land  of  nearly  100  acres  on  the  road  between  r.iilin 
Heights  and  Florence  Village.  That  was  the  scene  of  his  thiilty 
endeavors  the  rest  of  his  career,  and  he  died  there  June  3,  1912.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  1898.  Jonas  Welz  was  a  democrat  in  politics,  and 
he  and  his  wife  attended  the  Congregational  Church.  She  was  a 
remarkable  woman  in  many  respects,  not  only  in  those  indomitable 
qualities  of  virtuous  character,  but  also  mentally.  Intellectually  she 
was  the  equal  of  any  man,  and  had  even  brilliant  qualities  of  intellect. 
She  was  never  at  a  loss  in  argument  on  political,  religious  and  social 
topics,  and  had  a  well  stored  memory  which  furnished  her  with  the 
material  for  exact  and  convincing  statements.  The  children  of  Jonas 
Welz  and  wife  were:  Herman;  Carrie,  the  wife  of  Theodore  E.  Welch, 
a  record  of  whom  is  found  elsewhere ;  Emma,  the  wife  of  M.  E.  Starks 
of  Huron  County,  and  their  children  are  Leon,  Cleora,  Marion,  Lucile 
and  ^lenzo  J. ;  Ida.  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  after  her  mar- 
riage to  ilartin  Pureed  of  Jlilan,  leaving  one  daughter,  Sophia  Jl.;  and 
Otto,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 

Reared  and  educated  in  Florence  Town.ship,  Herman  W^elz  grew  up 
on  the  old  farm,  and  in  1908  became  owner  of  the  homestead,  and  since 
then  has  developed  into  a  most  successful  and  prosperous  agriculturist. 
All  of  the  100  acres  secured  by  his  father  there  more  than  thirty  years 
ago  are  well  improved  and  in  cultivation  except  twelve  acres  of  native 
timber.  His  father  on  taking  possession  farmed  this  tract  of  wild  land 
with  the  exception  of  twenty-six  acres,  and  the  work  has  gone  forward 
steadily  year  after  year  until  this  is  now  one  of  the  highly  productive 
farms  of  Erie  County.  Herman  Welz  has  perfonned  his  share  in  that 
improvement,  and  has  made  the  land  even  more  valuable  by  his  prac- 
tice of  returning  to  the  soil  the  fertility  which  he  takes  away  from  it  in 
crops.  He  grows  all  the  cereals  and  potatoes,  has  a  good  orchard,  has 
constructed  a  large  basement  barn  22  by  46  feet  for  his  grain  and  stock, 
painted  an  attractive  blue  gray  with  white  trimmings,  and  has  a  sub- 
stantial home  of  seven  rooms.  The  county  ditch  crossing  his  farm  fur- 
nishes complete  meaiLs  for  drainage. 

At  Norwalk  .Air.  Welz  married  Miss  Bertha  M.  Heald.  She  was  born 
at  liirmingham  in  Florence  Township  November  16,  1889,  was  educated 
in  the  high  school  at  that  place,  and  is  a  matronly  and  attractive  wonmn, 
presiding  with  dignity  over  her  little  household.  Her  parents  were 
Charles  A.  and  Florence  (Robinson)  Heald.  Her  father  was  horn  at 
Binningham  in  Erie  County  April  20,  1851,  a  son  of  Geoi-gc  ami  :\Iaria 
(Shaffer)  Heald,  who  came  in  early  days  from  New  Yoik  Stah'  and 
developed  a  farm  and  home  in  Erie  County,  where  Georgr  II raid  died 
at  the  age  of  .seventy-four  and  his  wife  at  seventy-five.  They  were  well 
known  people  iii  Florence  Township.  Charles  A.  Heald  is  still  living,  and 
has  .spent  most  of  his  life  in  the  vicinity  of  Florence  Village,  where  he 
is  active  in  democratic  politics,  and  has  held  such  local  offices  as  town- 
ship assessor.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Welz,  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  New  York,  May  11, 
1858,  and  died  at  Birmingham  April  6,  1889.  She  was  an  active  Chris- 
tian worker,  and  had  grown  uj)  in  New  York  State,  where  she  married 
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Mr.  Heald.  Mrs.  AVelz  was  the  only  child  of  her  parents.  She  and 
ilr.  Welz  have  one  daughter :  Flora  May,  -who  was  born  April  10,  l'J09, 
and  is  now  attending  school.  They  are  attendants  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Florence,  and  in  politics  Mr.  "Welz  is  independent. 

Wn.LiA.M  \.  Fox.  Nearly  a  century  has  fallen  into  the  abyss  of 
time  since  the  Fox  family  was  founded  in  Erie  County,  and  the  tine  old 
Jiomestead  place,  in  Perkins  Township,  has  been  consecutively  in  the 
possession  of  this  honored  pioneer  family  during  all  these  long  years. 
The  late  William  N.  Fox,  to  whom  this  memoir  is  dedicated,  was  one 
of  the  most  honored  and  influential  representatives  of  the  second  genera- 
tion of  this  sterling  family  in  Erie  County,  where  he  passed  his  entire 
life  on  the  old  homestead  farm  and  where  he  had  long  been  kno^^Ti  as 
one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists  and  stock-growers  of  Perkins  Town- 
ship and  as  a  citizen  of  great  heart  and  strong  mind, — a  man  of  promi- 
nence and  influence  in  the  connnunal  affairs  and  one  who  ever  com- 
manded impregnable  vantage-place  in  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  all  who  knew  him.  He  lived  and  labored  to  goodly  ends,  made  his 
life  pregnant  with  lesson  and  incentive  and  accounted  well  for  himself 
and  to  the  world,  so  that  there  is  all  of  consistency  in  according  in  this 
history  a  special  tribute  to  his  memory.  On  the  old  homestead  that  was 
endeared  to  him  by  the  most  graciou.s  memories  and  associations,  he 
was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on  the  18th  of  December,  1912. 

Mr.  Fox  was  born  on  the  pioneer  farm  widely  known  throughout 
Erie  County  as  the  old  Fox  homestead,  and  the  date  of  his  nativity  was 
June  18,  1835.  He  was  a  son  of  Alvin  and  Frances  (Johnson)  Fox, 
both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut,  as  representatives 
of  staunch  old  colonial  families  in  New  England.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  .second  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century  Alvin  Fox  came  with  his 
family  to  Ohio  and  established  his  home  in  the  forest  wilds  of  what  is 
now  Perkins  Township,  Erie  County,  where  he  reclaimed  a  farm  from 
the  veritable  wilderness  and  where  both  he  and  his  wife  continued  to 
reside  until  their  death,  he  having  passed  away  in  1869,  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  hdiKircd  pidiiccr  rilizcns  of  Perkins  Township.  In 
this  connection  may  piDjicrly  lie  uImii  ln'ief  record  concerning  other  of 
the  chiklreii  than  Williain  \.,  tn  wIkhh  this  memoir  is  dedicated.  Chris- 
topher A.,  who  was  lioiii  S,'|.triiili(r  15,  1845,  died  on  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1914,  lia\ang  pass.d  lii^  cntii'c  life  on  the  old  family  homesteail 
fai-m  and  his  death  liiivmi;  Inrii  <if  pitiably  tragic  order.  He  was  a 
baclulor  and  liml  iiisisltil  on  inanilaiuin;^'  his  residence  in  a  small  frame 
IniiMini:-  llial  lir  ciimIcI  Inr  tlir  |nii-|Misr  and  in  which  he  received  svich 
sevi  IV  in.inii.s  whm  the  litll.'  dcmiiril,.  was  destroyed  by  fire  that  he 
was  literally  l)urneil  to  death.  He  served  twelve  consecutive  years  as 
assessor  of  Perkins  Township,  was  a  stalwart  in  the  camp  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  was  a  man  who.se  character  and  services  made  him 
worthy  of  the  respect  so  freely  accorded  him  during  all  the  years  of  a 
long  and  useful  life.  In  1865  he  lost  his  right  anu  as  the  result  of  an 
accidental  gunshot  wound  received  while  he  was  on  a  hunting  trip  in 

Huron  maishcs.    SdIih i  Fnx.  an  nldcr  brother,  was  born  May  13,  1S37, 

and  died  A|iiil  ■_'!),  imi:;.  Ilr  was  Inn-'  idmtified  with  navigation  affairs 
on  the  Great  l^akrs,  having' snvcil  1  \vcnt\-two  consecutive  years  as  second 
mate,  on  various  vessels,  ami  he  finally  established  his  home  in  Fulton 
County,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  (halii. 

William  N.  Fox  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  primitive  sdiools 
of  the  pioneer  era  and  soon  began  to  aid  in  the  arduous  work  of  ch-ar- 
ing  and  otherwise  improving  the  old  home  farm,  which  continued  to  lie 
his  abiding  place  until  the  close  of  his  long  and  useful  life,  as  previously 
.stated    in   this  context.      An   alert   and   i-eceiitive   nnnd   enabled    liiin    1n 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  917 

become  a  man  of  broad  mental  ken  and  mature  judgment,  and  be  was 
prominent  and  influential  in  public  aitairs  as  well  as  in  those  of  indus- 
trial order  in  bis  native  township.  He  was  a  farmer  of  energj-  and  tlirift, 
was  a  stalwart  advocate  of  tbe  cause  of  tbc  dcinrieratie  party,  and  be 
served  for  a  number  of  years  as  townsliip  ti  iisiir.  He  was  one  of  the 
earl.y  and  intiuential  members  of  the  I'cikius  (ii.iiige,  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry, and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  zealous  in  their  church  affiliation. 
The  M-ife  of  Mr.  Fox,  whom  he  wedded  as  a  young  man,  was  like- 
wise born  and  reared  in  Erie  County,  and  she  pi'eceded  him  to  eternal 
rest,  her  death  having  occurred  on  the  1st  of  February,  1908.  She  was 
a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  her  gentle 
and  considerate  life  proved  a  veritable  beatitude.  These  honored 
pioneers  are  survived  hy  three  children,  and  a  -son,  Frank  \V.,  is 
deceased.  Frances  M.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  D.  Cornwell,  of  Berlin 
Heights,  this  county;  and  Emory  D.  and  Thurman  C.  are  well  uphold- 
ing tbe  high  prestige  of  the  family  name  through  their  status  as  rep- 
resentative farmers  and  stock-growers  of  Perkins  Township  and  as 
progressive  and  public-spirited  citizens  who  are  at  all  times  ready  to 
lend  co-operation  in  the  furtherance  of  enterprises  advanced  for  the 
general  good  of  the  township  and  county  in  which  they  have  resided 
fi'om  the  time  of  their  birth.  The  two  brothers  are  aligned  as  staunch 
supporters  of  the  principles  and  policies  for  which  the  democratic  party 
stands  sponsor  and  are  associated  in  the  owTiership  of  the  ancestral 
homestead  farm,  which  comprises  116  acres  of  most  arable  and  produc- 
tive land.  They  are  closely  allied  in  their  agricultural  and  stock-rais- 
ing operations  and  are  substantial  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  their 
native  county,  Emory  D.  being  still  a  bachelor.  Thurman  C.  Fox  wedded 
Jliss  Catherine  O'Neil,  of  Fulton  Countv,  and  thev  have  four  cliildi'en, 
—William  O'Neill,  Dorothy,  Dennis  C.  and  Frank'T. 

Fraxk  J.  FiTZ.  There  is  perhaps  no  township  in  Erie  ('(uiiity  that 
has  a  greater  number  of  solid,  industrious  and  iiiHii«n1ial  citiziiis  than 
Margaretta  Township.  A  leading  representativi-  df  tiiis  iullucntial  rural 
community  is  Frank  J.  Fitz,  who  is  at  this  time  serving  as  township 
trustee.  His  life  has  been  spent  in  the  connnunity  where  he  now  resides, 
and  his  varied  interests  with  that  locality  include  the  ownership  of  a 
well  cultivated  and  profitably  managed  farm. 

In  ]\largaretta  Township  Frank  J.  Fitz  was  born  February  27,  1869, 
a  son  of  Dennis  and  Dorothy  (Oft)  Fitz.  Both  parents  were  natives  of 
Baden,  Germany,  but  came  to  this  countiy  bcfoic  their  marriage.  Den- 
nis Fitz  had  been  reared  in  Baden,  and  while  living  there  served  his 
regular  term  in  the  Oerman  army.  Schiii  iiltn-  ((iiiiing  to  this  country 
he  was  married  :iiid  then  moved  to  Erie  (_'ounty,  locating  in  Margaretta 
Township  a  slmit  distaneo  west  of  Venice.  He  was  well  thought  of  as  a 
citizen,  establislieil  hiniself  as  a  prosperous  farmer,  and  lived  there  until 
his  death  in  the  early  '908.  Of  his  children  seven  survive:  Emma,  wife 
of  Albert  Bernhard  of  Sandusky;  Phildinina,  uifi'  of  George  Hark- 
ness  of  ^Margaretta  Township;  Leo,  of  .Mariiarelta  Township;  Anthony, 
of  ]Margaretta  Township ;  Henry,  of  the  same  township ;  Frank  J.,  of  the 
same  township ;  Emil  E.,  also  of  Margaretta  Township. 

Frank  J.  Fitz  grew  to  manhood  in  his  home  locality  and  gained  a 
substantial  training  in  the  public  schools  and  has  profited  well  by  tlie 
experiences  and  lessons  learned  in  the  practical  school  of  life.  He  owns 
a  farm  of  fifty  acres,  and  in  addition  to  general  farming  has  also  for 
.several  years  been  ideiilifie<l  with  tlie  fisliinii-  industry,  which  he  pursues 
durinu'  the  iveular  lisliine-  seasons  of  each  year.  He  is  one  of  the  well 
known    lish,  laneii   almie-  the  snutheiii   slinn'  nf  the  lake. 

'Sir.  Kitz  married  Aliss  Ainia  S.  MeUookey  of  Margaretta  Township, 
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daughter  of  ^Michael  ik-Gookey.     To  their  mai-riage  have  been  born  two 
children :    JMiriani  S.  R.  and  Sarah  E. 

As  to  politics  Mr.  Fitz  has  been  identified  with  the  regular  demo- 
cratic party,  but  does  not  allow  national  politics  to  interfere  with  liis 
judgiiieut  in  local  matters.  He  is  now  serving  in  his  second  term  as 
townsliip  trustee,  and  the  locality  has  had  many  reasons  to  congratulate 
him  for  his  capable  service  in  tiuit  otifice.  He  is  affiliated  witli  Crystal 
Kock  Tent  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  has  lield  several  ofiices 
in  that  order. 

Oren  a.  Parker.  Groton  Township  has  been  the  home  of  Mr. 
Parker  since  1895,  and  in  that  time  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
perfection  his  attractive  farm  on  the  Monroeville  and  Venice  road, 
lie  has  proved  himself  upright  and  honorable  in  citizenship  and  business 
dealings,  and  is  one  of.  the  vigorous  men  who  are  now  carrying  the 
burtleas  of  agricultural  management  in  Erie  County. 

He  is  a  native  of  Sandusky  County,  having  been  born  on  a  farm  in 
York  Township  April  28,  1871,  a  son  of  Levi  and  Caroline  (^lichael  • 
Parker.  The  Parker  family  has  been  identified  with  this  country  b\- 
residence  for  a  number  of  generations.  Levi  Parker  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania while  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Fremont,  Ohio.  The  former 
is  now  deceased,  while  the  mother  is  still  living  at  the  old  home  in 
York  Township  of  Sandusky  County,  being  now  in  her  sevent^y-fifth 
year.  Levi  Parker  was  a  son  of  Isaac  Parker,  who  was  born  in  Peini- 
sylvania  in  1801  and  moved  out  to  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  in  1842, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  York  Township.  Isaac  Parker's  father  was  a 
Kevolutionary  soldier,  and  was  ninety-seven  years  of  age  when  he  died. 
Long  life  seems  to  have  been  diaracteristic  of  members  of  the  Parker 
family,  since  Levi  Parker  wiis  ii,L;lity-one  when  he  died  in  August,  1905. 
The  first  of  the  Parker  iincrstciis  came  from  the  vicinity  of  London, 
England,  to  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  from  which  state  others  of  tiie 
family  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  and  from  there  they  came  into  Ohio. 

Oren  A.  Parker  has  spent  practically  all  his  life  in  Sandusky  and 
Erie  County.  He  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm  in  York  Towaiship  and 
the  education  which  he  was  able  to  acquire  from  the  public  schools  was 
supplemented  by  a  term  of  attendance  at  the  Northern  Ohio  University 
at  Ada.  Practical  experience  has  also  been  one  of  his  best  teachers  in 
life. 

On  July  17,  1895,  he  married  IMiss  Maud  Harris,  who  was  born  in 
Groton  Township  of  Erie  County,  daughter  of  Samuel  Harris,  a  resilient 
of  that  township  for  many  .years.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Parker  have  two  chil- 
dren, Odessa  M.  and  Edith  A.,  both  of  whom  ai'e  graduates  of  the  San- 
dusky r.iisincss  College  in  addition  to  a  local  school  training,  and  are 
vcr.\  ;ir,iuii|ilisbed  young  ladies  and  popular  members  of  the  younger 
sticial  (  in  I,  s  111  Groton  Township.  Mr.  Parker  has  lived  in  Erie  County 
since  18!)4  ami  since  his  marriage  has  lived  on  his  present  farm  already 
mentioned.  His  i)lace  comprises  112  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land,  and 
he  has  managed  it  for  twenty  years  on  the  pi-inciples  of  mixed  and 
general  farming.  Jlr.  Parker  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  he  and 
iiis  family  are  members  of  the  Sand  Hill  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  |)ub]ic  spirit  has  .shown  itself  in  many  ways,  and  he  is  particularly 
a  loyal  supporter  of  public-  scluiols  and  education  and  everything  which 
means  tiir  iM'ttcniu'iit  nf  his  lioiiir  roimiiunity. 

LoiiKXZo  \V.  Harrison.  For  something  like  eighty-tive  years  mem- 
bei's  of  the  family  of  Lorenzo  W.  Harrison,  luitive  son  of  Erie  Coiuit.v 
and  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  have  found  their  homes  in  Florence  Town- 
slup.  and  f(i\ir  generations  of  llic  family  lie  buried  in  the  little  cemetery 
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which  is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  family  use,  and  which  is  a  part 
of  the  original  Harrison  farm.  This  is  a  family  that  stands  foremost 
in  the  community,  and  rightfully  so.  Tlu-ough  successive  generations 
its  members  have  ])r(i\(  d  tliiir  worth  in  no  uncertain  terms,  and  in  time 
of  stress  they  havr  imm  r  I'.iilcd  the  expectations  of  their  fellow  men, 
under  whatever  ciniiiiist.niics.  No  name  is  more  woi'thy  of  specific 
mention  in  this  histuriiid  pidiluction  than  is  that  of  Harrison,  and  brief 
mention  will  here  be  made  of  the  foremost  representatives  of  tlie  family. 
through  four  generations. 

Lorenzo  W.  Harrison  is  the  son  of  John  and  Adelphia  (Washburn) 
Harrison,  the  grandson  of  Philip  and  Catherine  (Phillips)  Harrison, 
and  the  great-grandson  of  Thomas  and  Peggy  Harrison. 

Thomas  Harrison  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  He  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  and  there  reared  his  family.  He  was  strongly  imbued 
with  the  pioneer  .spirit  that  has  meant  so  much  in  the  development  of 
our  land,  and  late  in  life  he  left  his  old  home  and  eame  to  Ohio,  settling 
in  Florence  Township.  Here  he  died  on  December  16,.  1838.  when  he 
was  eighty-flve  years  old.  and  he  is  buried  in  the  family  plot  which 
was  then  dedicated  to  the  family.  His  faithful  wife  survived  him 
three  years,  and  has  lain  by  his  side  these  many  years,  while  the  family 
fortunes  have  advanced,  and  the  name  of  Harrison  has  in  each  suc- 
ceeding generation  added  something  praiseworthy  to  itself.  Undying 
credit  is  due  these  Jine  old  pioneers  who  left  a  settled  country  to  try 
their  fortunes  in  the  wilderness  of  Erie  County  100  years  ago.  AVbat 
is  called  the  Old  Ridge  Road  runs  through  the  territory  pre-empted 
by  old  Thonuis  Harrison  in  that  early  day,  and  it  would  be  indeed  dif- 
ficult to  estimate  today  the  value  that  has  accrued  to  the  county  through 
the  advent  of  this  one  family. 

Philip  Harrison,  one  of  the  sons  of  Thomas,  was  born  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  New  York.  He  married  there  and  his  children  were  born  in 
that  .state  prior  to  the  removal  of  the  family  to  the  west.  All  but  one 
daughter  eame  with  Philip  and  Catherine  Harrison  to  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  some  time  in  the  '20s,  and  settled  in  the  heart  of  a  virgin  forest. 
Their  home  continued  there  to  the  end  of  their  lives,  and  Philip  died 
there  on  October  11,  1853,  when  he  was  .sixty-nine  years  of  age.  His 
widow  survived  him  for  several  years,  and  was  past  eighty  years  old 
when  death  claimed  her.  She  lived  through  the  Civil  war  and  the  early 
years  of  the  reconstruction  period,  and  when  she  died  was  mourned 
by  all  who  knew  her.  They  reared  a  large  family  of  sons  and  daughters, 
and  mo.st  of  them  are  at  re.st  in  the  family  cemetery  of  the  old  farm.stead. 

One  of  their  children  was  John  Harrison,  father  of  the  .sultjeet.  He 
was  born  in  1818  and  died  on  the  farm  home  of  the  Harrison  family  on 
June  20,  1862,  when  he  was  but  forty-four  years  old.  He  was  a  farmer 
all  his  life,  lived  quietly  and  industriously  and  was  a  credit  to  the  fam- 
ily and  the  community.  He  maiTied  Adelphia  Washburn  as  has  been 
stated  elsewhere.  She  was  a  native  daughter  of  Erie  County,  and  .spent 
most  of  her  life  in  Florence  Township.  Following  the  death  of  her 
husband  she  took  up  her  residence  with  one  of  their  sons,  Amasa,  in 
Ru.ssell  County.  Kansas,  and  she  died  there  ten  years  ago  at  an  advanced 
age. 

The  .surviving  children  of  these  parents  are  Lorenzo  W.  of  this 
review;  Amasa  of  Russell,  Kansas;  and  Emma,  the  wife  of  William 
Vincent,  of  Charlotte.  IMichigan. 

Lorenzo  W.  Harrison  was  born  near  the  site  of  his  present  home  on 
December  19,-  1846.  His  life  has  l)een  spent  within  the  borders  of 
Erie  County  with  the  exception  of  something  like  five  or  six  years,  which 
he  .spent  as  a  fisherman  on  Lake  Erie.  During  that  time  he  lived  in 
Canada  and  Toledo,  Ohio.     'Sir.  Harrison  was  still  in  his  teens  when  he 
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eiilisted  for  service  iu  the  Civil  war  ill  January,  1864.  His  eulistmeiit 
was  from  Berlin,  Erie  County,  and  he  was  discharged  in  August,  1865, 
at  Lexington,  North  Carolina,  as  a  private  in  the  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry. 
He  saw  much  active  service  during  the  period  of  his  enlistment,  and 
participated  in  a  good  many  notable  engagements,  including  Kili^at- 
rick's  charge  at  Waynesburg,  Georgia.  His  command  was  constantly 
in  toueli  with  the  enemy  through  those  mouths,  and  he  was  in  the  last 
engagement  of  the  war  at  Chappel  Hill,  North  Carolina.  His  brigade 
was  a  part  of  General  Sherman's  army,  and  on  the  march  to  the  sea 
Mr.  Harrison  had  nine  horses  from  first  to  last  on  this  trip.  Barring 
a  few  weeks  spent  in  hospital  through  illness,  his  service  was  unbroken, 
and  at  no  time  did  he  suffer  injury  in  action.  Mr.  Harrison  was  a 
member  of  the  scouting  party  sent  out  to  apprehend  Jeff  Davis,  but 
the  capture  was  made  by  another  party  before  his  command  caught 
up  with  Davis.  The  old  Spencer  seven  shot  repeating  carbine  and 
sabre  which  he  carried  throughout  his  service  are  still  prized  possessions 
of  Mr.  Harrison,  which  he  values  highly  as  trophies  of  his  activities  in 
the  war. 

After  his  return  to  his  home  iu  Florence  Township  Mr.  Harrison 
engaged  in  farming  and  barring  the  time  spent  iu  fishing  on  Lake 
JOrie  he  has  not  deviated  from  that  work.  He  owus  three  farm.s  iu  the 
township,  nfrf;i-(^2"itiii,ij-  144  acres,  all  of  which  is  highly  improved,  and 
on  the  hniiic  |>hM-,.  ;irc  siiiiil\    Imildings  which  he  erected  years  ago. 

ilr.  Ilaiiisnii  iiiaiiiril  .Miss  llm-tense  Deray,  who  was  born  in  Loraine 
County  iu  184;j,  and  who  was  the  daughter  of  David  and  Penelope 
Hitchmau  Deray,  natives  of  New  York  State.  They  came  to  Loraine 
County  and  engaged  iu  farming,  there  siiending  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Mrs.  Harrison  passed  away  at  the  family  home  on  July  26,  1908. 
She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  iNlethodist  Church,  a  faithful  and 
devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  the  friend  of  all  who  needed  a  friend. 

Pour  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison.  Melvin,  the 
eldest,  lives  on  the  home  place.  He  married  Kate  Slaughter,  nee  Bailey, 
in  Kansas,  and  they  have  one  sou,  Howard,  and  a  daughter,  Margaret. 

George,  a  butter  and  cheese  maker,  lives  in  Birmingham.  He  mar- 
ried Lulu  Sprague,  and  tliey  have  children.  Madeline,  Milford  and 
JIarion. 

Alma  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Chisholm.  of  Toledo.  Ohio.  They  have 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  Margaret,  Donald,  Raymond  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  Mike  McGann,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  They 
have  no  children. 

Mr.  Harrison  has  been  a  republican  all  his  years,  ami  lie  has  served 
his  township  in  various  ofHeial  capacities.  He  was  a  member  of  a 
G.  A.  R.  Post  for  years,  but  lately  withdrew  from  the  organization. 
He  lives  quietly  in  his  boyhood  home,  and  enjoys  the  high  regard  of 
young  and  old  alike. 

Ar-BERT  C.  Kromer.  Of  the  families  of  German  origin  few  have 
neon  longer  and  none  more  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
and  civic  life  of  Erie  County  than  the  Kromei's.  Albert  C.  Kromer, 
wlio  was  born  after  the  family  became  established  in  Erie  County,  has 
for  many  years  directed  tlu>  management  of  an  excellent  farm  in  Jfarga- 
retta  Township,  and  his  iirdiiiiiuiice  as  a  citizen  i.s  indicated  by  the 
various  ]iublic  jiositions  which  he  lias  held!  Since  1900  he  ha.s  been  one 
of  Hie  directors  of  file  Ki'ie  (■(Miiitv  .Xgricultural  Society,  and  his  own 
altaiiinieiits  as  a  fai-nier  well  lit  liiiii  \'ov  that  representative  position  in 
the  cdiiimunitv. 
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Born  in  Perkins  Township  of  Erie  County  November  21,  1853,  Albert 
C.  Kromer  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Apollouia  (Herb)  Kromer,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Baden,  Germany.  Charles  Kromer  when  eighteen 
years  of  age  came  with  his  father,  Andrew  Kromer,  and  other  members 
of  the  family  to  America,  and  after  reaching  Erie  County  lived  for  a 
time  in  Sandusky  and  later  moved  to  a  farm  in  Perkins  Township.  They 
were  quite  early  settlers  in  that  district,  and  few  men  were  better 
known  there  than  Charles  Kromer,  whose  death  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  removed  one  of  the  substantial  early  settlers  of  Perkins. 

Albert  C.  Kromer  was  reared  to  man's  estate  on  the  old  farm  in 
Perkins  Township,  and  gained  his  education  from  the  local  schools,  this 
early  training  having  been  si'vrrcly  modifipd  and  supplemented  by  prac- 
tical experience  in  aftn'  lilV.  On  Ahiy  1 1.  issu,  a  little  more  than  thirty- 
five  years  ago,  he  niiniird  Miss  Unsa  Alaiiizer,  who  was  also  born  in 
Perkins  Township,  a  daiii^litii-  df  |'i'ii-i'  and  Chi-istina  (Smith)  Mainzer. 
Her  father  was  born  in  I'liissia.  (Irnnany,  but  her  mother  was  a  native 
of  Perkins  Township.  Her  latliii'  diid  in  1900  and  her  mother  is  .still 
living  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  IVter  Mainzer  was  for  many  years 
a  leading  figure  in  agricultural  and  civic  affairs  in  Perkins  Township 
and  for  thirteen  consecutive  years  served  as  township  treasurer,  and 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Erie  County 
Agricultural  Society.  At  one  time  he  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for 
the  office  of  infirmary  director  of  the  coiinty.  Peter  Mainzer  came  to 
Erie  County  from  Germany  wdien  about  fourteen  years  of  age  with  his 
father,  Karl  Mainzer,  who  located  his  family  in  Perkins  Township, 
where  Peter  grew  to  manhood,  and  after  his  marriage  spent  many 
productive  years  as  a  capable  agriculturist.  He  was  a  democrat  in 
politiis.  and  his  activities  as  a  farimr  irsulti'd  in  the  clearing  up  of  more 
than  liin  acn's  I'ldiii  a  wild  state  ami  llic  coiit  ribution  of  just  that  amount 
of  fertile  soil  to  the  ngricultural  area  of  the  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krmnrr  liy  thc-ir  marriage  have  become  the  parents  of 
eight  children.  Adella  1!.  is  tlic  wife  of  Dennis  Messenburg  of  Marga- 
retta  Township;  Amelia  Jl.  is  the  wife  of  George  Ritzenthaler  of  San- 
du.sky;  Rosa  E.  is  the  wife  of  Chester  Christmau,  living  near  Gallon, 
Ohio;  while  the  other  living  children  are  all  residents  of  Margaretta 
Township,  their  names  being  Alva  J.,  Karl  P.,  Tena  W.,  Aaron  A.,  while 
the  dauLditri-.  Winifred,  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Ki-Diiiri-  and  family  are  members  of  the  St.  Mary's  Catholic 
Churcli  at  Sandusky.  For  seventeen  years  Mr.  Kromer  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  idiu-ation  of  Margaretta  Township,  and  part 
of  that  time  was  prcsidriif  nf  the  board.  He  is  actively  interested  in 
the  improvement  of  schools,  and  his  own  work  has  set  an  example  and 
mo.del  for  the  progressive  and  enterprising  agriculturist.  He  and  his 
family  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  social  circles  of  Margaretta  township. 

L.  K.  BuRGE.  Many  young  men,  when  called  upon  to  choose  a 
career,  are  attracted  by  railroading,  and  this  vocation  has  proven  a  rich 
field  of  opportunity  to  those  possessed  of  the  willingne.ss  to  work  hard 
and  faithfully,  to  scorn  inconvenience  and  hardship,  to  face  unusual 
and  often  dangerous  situations  and  to  prove  absolute  fidelity  to  the 
systems  that  employ  them.  The  great  transportation  companies,  how- 
ever, do  not  reward  those  who  have  not  thus  proved  -up.  Men  of  sterling 
character  are  found  among  the  officials  of  almost  every  line  who  would 
have  undoubtedly  succeeded  in  almost  any  line  of  activity  because  of 
the  possession  of  the  traits  aforementioned,  but  who,  through  natural 
training  and  inclination,  have  become  particularly  competent  trainmen. 
In   this   connection  may  be   mentioned  L.  K.   Burge,   general   superin- 
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tendent  of  the  Lake  Shore  Electric  Railroad,  who  has  won  promotion 
from  tiie  very  bottom  of  the  ladder. 

Mr.  Burge  wa.s  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Indiana,  on  his  father's 
farm,  ilay  I'S,  1874,  and  is  a  sou  of  I.  C.  and  Margaret  (Kearny)  Burge. 
His  t'atlier,  a  native  of  Ohio,  was  an  early  settler  of  Tijipecanoe  County, 
where  he  still  resides.  He  has  had  three  children,  L.  K.  being  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  The  public  schools  of  Lafayette,  Indiana, 
furnished  L.  K.  Burge  with  his  early  educational  training,  following 
which  he  entered  Stockwell  College,  and  was  duly  graduated  therefrom. 
He  had  decided  upon  a  career  in  railroading,  and  in  order  to  familiarize 
himself  with  every  department  started  at  the  bottom  as  a  street  car 
conductor  and  motorman  for  the  City  Traction  Railway  Company  of 
Toledo.  In  these  capacities  the  young  collegian  worked  for  four  years, 
in  the  meantime  assimilating  all  the  information  he  could  gather  and 
devoting  his  spare  uioments  to  studying  problems  in  regard  to  the 
handling  of  railroad  .iiraiis.  At  the  end  of  that  period  his  faithfulness 
was  rewarded  ami  his  aliilily  recognized  by  his  appointment  to  the  posi- 
tion of  train  dispali-lici-  lor  the  D.  M.  &  T.  Railway,  continuing  in  that 
ofiice  three  years  and  then  resigning  to  come  to  Sandusky  and  accept 
the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Sandusky  Division  of  the  Lake 
Shore  Electric  Lines.  Still  later,  he  was  promoted  superintendent  of 
the  entire  system,  which  operates  from  Toledo  to  Cleveland,  and  in  1906 
was  made  general  superintendent,  a  capacity  in  which  he  is  acting  at 
this  time. 

As  a  railroad  man  Mr.  Burge  has  become  well  known  tliroimhout 
the  northern  part  of  the  state,  and  is  nTii._;ni/i  d  as  an  o|irrator  of 
supei'ior  capacity  and  ability.  He  has  thorout;lily  laniiliai'i/.rd  himself 
with  all  the  details  ol'  railroad  Imsiness  and  management,  and  his  pro- 
motion has  been  earned  li>  hard  work  and  through  honesty,  intelligent 
effort  and  eltieient  service.  Bein^-  a  close  student  of  what  may  be  termed 
"the  science  of  railroading,"  and  having  a  broad  knowledge  of  the 
principles  governing  the  operation  of  transportation  companies,  he  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  committee  for  the  training  of  employes  on 
traction  lines,  and  is  the  author  of  the  first  standard  code  for  the  opera- 
tion of  iuterurban  railways  and  interurban  lines,  a  system  which  has 
been  almost  universally  adopted  throughout  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Burge  is  a  .Master  JIason,  has  a  number  of  friends  in  fr;iternal  life, 
and  in  coniieeiidn  with  railroading  is  popular  with  his  iwu  and  has  the 
entire  conlideiie.'  of  his  associates. 

John  R.  Graham.  The  Graham  family,  of  which  John  R.  Graham, 
a  retired  farmer  of  Huron  Township,  is  a  member,  is  traced  back  to 
the  time  of  King  Edward  the  Pretender,  among  whose  supporters  were 
several  bearing  the  name.  When  Ihal  iii'olV.ssed  monai'eh  was  defeated, 
the  Grahams,  with  others,  were  eompelle,!  to  Ih^e  from  Srolland  and  to 
take  refuge  in  Ireland,  a  number  locating  in  County  Eermanagh,  Ulster, 
wliei-e  the  family  resided  for  a  number  of  generations.  There,  in  1799, 
was  born  John  Craham,  the  father  of  John  R.  Graham,  and  the  only  son 
of  his  parents,  who,  however,  had  several  daughters:  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried "William  Foster,  came  to  the  I  nitid  Stales,  liv.'d  in  Ohio  for  a 
number  of  years  and  then  moved  to  Lansing,  .Miehigan,  and  at  her 
death  left  no  children  now  living;  Mary,  who  married  John  Little,  came 
to  the  United  Stai.  s.  lived  in  New  York  City  until  her  death,  and  left 
one  son  and  three  dauglileis;  and  Eliza,  who  married  John  Carson  and 
passed  her  entii-e  life  in  Ireland,  where  she  died  leaving  a  family. 

John  Graham,  the  father  of  John  R.  Ciiaham.  grew  up  on  the  farm 
of  his  father,  Robert  Graham,  and  when  the  latlei'  died  fell  heir  to  the 
homestead,  to  which  he  had  a  fee  simple,  a  rare  doeunu'ut  in  Ireland. 
He  was  married  in  his  native  land  to  Jane  Cro/ier,  and  in  1S:U  sold  his 
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title  to  his  tract  of  fort}-  acres  for  more  tliau  $5,000,  aud  with  his  wife 
and  four  children  set  sail  for  the  United  States.  After  six  weeks  on 
a  sailing  vessel  the  little  party  arrived  at  the  port  of  New  York,  from 
whence  they  traveled  by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  the  Erie  Canal 
to  Buffalo,  then  down  Lake  Erie  to  Huron,  and  west  to  the  Perkins 
Township  line,  about  four  miles  from  Hui'on,  and  in  Huron  Township 
about  one  mile  from  Sandusky  Bay,  in  section  34.  There  Mr.  Graham 
purchased  200  acres  of  tindier  land,  partly  improved,  and  settled  his 
family  in  a  frame  liouse  which  had  been  built  by  the  former  resident, 
and  which  is  still  standing  aud  occupied,  a  landmark  of  the  early  days. 
^Ir.  Craliaiii  adth'd  lifty  acres  to  his  first  purchase,  put  in  numerous 
improvements  and  erected  large  barns  and  other  buildings,  becoming  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  tine  farms  of  the  locality.  There  he  died  in  1855, 
when  fifty-six  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man  of  thrifty,  industrious  habits, 
and  his  chief  recreations  consisted  of  hunting  and  fishing,  by  which  he 
kept  the  family  lai'der  well  supplied  with  tish  and  game.  He  was  a 
man  of  strictly  temperate  habits,  and  of  stern  probity  in  both  public 
and  private  affairs  of  life.  A  free  soiler,  he  voted  for  James  G.  Burney. 
His  religious  belief  was  that  of  the  IMetliodist  Church. 

John  Graham  was  married  in  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  to  Jane 
Crozier,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Robert  Crozier,  of  Ireland,  a  prominent 
Methodist  minister,  a  man  of  talent  and  influence,  and  an  extensive 
traveler  in  his  native  country,  where  he  preached  in  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities.  Mrs.  Graham  was  reared  and  well  educated  in  tho  City  of 
Dublin,  was  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary  accoiiiplislniiciits,  and 
throughout  her  life  exhibited  many  qualities  of  mind  ,ind  heart  that 
endeared  her  to  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  She  died  in  1687,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-one  years.  Until  she  was  forty  years  of  age  she  was  a  Meth- 
odist, but  at  that  time  her  son  John  died,  and  she  mourned  so  greatly 
that  in  an  attempt  to  ease  her  agony  of  mind  she  was  given  some  Uni- 
versalistic  literature.  In  this  way  she  was  converted  to  the  Universalist 
faith  and  continued  to  be  a  force  and  influence  for  neighborly  love  in 
her  community  dui'ing  the  rest  of  her  life.  There  was  room  in  her  heart 
for  those  of  all  creeds  aud  denominations,  and  tlir  (iiaham  residence 
continued  to  be  the  home  for  the  Methodist  prrarhiis  w  Iki  came  to  visit 
this  locality  for  many  years.  There  were  thirteen  diildren  in  the  fam- 
ily, of  whom  four  were  born  in  Ireland  and  the  rest  in  Erie  County, 
Ohio.  Nine  grew  to  maturity,  eight  were  married  aud  four  still  survive, 
all  living  in  this  county.  They  are :  John  R.,  of  this  i-eview ;  Sallie  E., 
who  is  the  wife  of  George  Swift,  a  farmer  of  Huron  Township ;  Anna, 
the  widow  of  George  Hinde,  living  on  a  farm  in  Perkins  Township ; 
and  Gustavus. 

Gustavus  Graham  was  born  March  17,  1838,  in  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
was  well  educated  in  the  public  schools,  grew  up  on  the  home  farm,  and 
in  1878  was  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners, this  appointment  coming  unsolicited.  Later  he  was  elected  to 
the  ofSee  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  in  1895  was  elected  count.y 
treasurer  on  the  republican  ticket,  serving  from  1896  to  1900;  he  lias 
also  served  the  Township  of  Huron  as  assessor,  during  the  period  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  during  the  '70s  as  trustee.  He  has  been  a  delegate 
to  county,  state  and  congressional  conventions,  and  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  local  politics.  In  1881  he  contributed  to  the  upbuilding 
of  his  community  by  the  erection  of  a  handsome  modern  home  on  his 
farm  of  sixty-two  acres,  which  is  located  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  in 
Huron  Town.sliiji,  wIkit  he  has  lived  for  fortj^  years.  Mr.  Graham  is 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  community,  and  the  confidence  in  which 
he  is  held  by  liis  felluw-citizens  has  been  demonstrated  by  tlie  estates 
which  he  has  admini.stered,  including  tlie  Hinds  and  other  properties. 
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Mr.  Graham  was  married  in  Huron  Township  to  Martha  Hughes,  who 
was  bom  here  in  1840,  and  she  died  at  the  home  April  9,  1910.  One 
child  was  born  to  this  union:  Cora,  who  died  in  1915  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  yeai's,  unmai-ried. 

John  R.  Graham  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Huron 
Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  October  18,  1853.  He  was  given  good 
educational  advantages  in  the  public  schools,  and  was  reared  amid 
agricultural  surroundings  and  carefull.y  trained  in  the  work  of  the  farm. 
When  lie  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  came  into  possession 
of  the  homestead  propertj^,  which  is  located  in  the  western  part  of 
Huron  Townsliip  and  was  purchased  by  his  father  in  1835,  and  htere  he 
has  continued  to  make  his  home  ever  .since.  He  has  installed  improve- 
ments of  the  most  iiindiTii  ;mil  sii list.'iiit i:il  kind,  has  stocked  his  place 
with  good  lixistdik,  h.is  imi'diiisi'd  llic  i,ii;st  ln'_;lily  improved  machinery, 
and  has  cnctid  sidistaiil  inl  Imildin^s  I'cir  tlu'  shelter  of  his  stock,  produce 
and  iiiiplciihiils.  llr  n  sided  in  the  old  residence  until  1895,  when  he 
m(i\i'd  ii)  Ins  new  Ikiiiic  nii  the  west  side  of  the  farm,  on  the  township 
road  bctwiTH  Huron  ;iiid  Perkins,  a  comfortable  eight-room  house  with 
basement,  which  includes  the  most  modern  conveniences,  including 
furnace  heat  and  bath,  and  below  stairs  all  finished  in  hard  wood. 

Mr.  Graham  was  married  in  Perkins  Township  to  Miss  Jennie  Van- 
natta,  who  was  born  in  her  father's  old  stone  house  at  Bogart,  Perkins 
Township,  August  21,  1860,  and  reared  there,  receiving  a  good  educa- 
tion in  the  public  and  normal  schools.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Ann  (Gurley)  Vannatta,  the  former  born  at  Martins  Creek,  North- 
umberland County,  Pennsylvania,  July  31,  1838,  and  the  latter  born 
January  4,  1842,  in  Milan  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Graham's 
parents  were  married  at  Bogart,  at  the  old  historical  stone  house  which 
in  very  early  days  was  used  as  a  tavern.  They  began  life  in  Perkins 
Township  as  farmens  and  still  make  their  home  in  that  locality,  now 
living  on  South  Colorado  Avenue,  within  the  city  limits  of  Sandusky. 
The  father  is  seventy-seven  years  of  age  and  the  mother  seventy-three, 
and  both  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  industrious  and  well- 
ordered  lives.  Mrs.  Vannatta  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  J. 
(Stephenson)  Gurley,  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  former  of  whom  was 
brought  to  Ohio  by  his  parents  when  a  child  of  six  months  and  grew 
up  in  Sandusky  County.  He  was  a  son  of  Rev.  William  Gurley.  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  a  noted  early  pioneer  Methodist  preacher.  Mho 
lived  to  be  more  than  100  years  of  age.  William  Gurley  died  at  the  old 
stone  hoi;se  in  Perkins  Township,  when  eighty-five  years  of  age,  while 
his  wife,  Nancy  J.,  was  sixty-four  years  of  age  when  she  passed  away. 
Mrs.  Graham  is  the  eldest  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  and 
married  and  liave  families,  but  of  whom  she  is  the  only  one  now  living  in 
Erie  County. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graliam  tliere  have  been  boi-n  two  children :  iMer- 
rell  R.,  who  died  at  thi'  ni;v  ,,\'  live  years;  and  Prof.  John  Bert.  John 
Bert  Graham  was  born  .i,iiniai\  IS,  1886,  and  received  his  early  educa- 
tional training  in  the  |>nlilic  srimdls.  This  was  supplemented  by  a  high 
school  course  at  Sandnskx .  wliov  h,.  \v,is  n-i-adnated  in  1903,  and  he  then 
became  a  studeni  in  tlic  deii.iriin.nl  ot  musir.  Oberlin  (Ohio)  College, 
whore  he  was  gi-adnatcd  in  lUdS.  At  that  tini(>  he  took  up  music  as  a 
teacher,  and  was  first  located  at  Bryan,  Texas,  then  returning  to  Ohio 
and  being  instructor  at  Hiram  College  for  one  year.  This  was  suc- 
ceeded by  three  years  at  Pairmount  College,  Wichita,  Kansas,  and  in 
1913  he  accepted  a  position  at  the  Conservatory  of  Music.  Waxahatchie. 
near  Dallas,  Texa.s,  where  he  has  since  continued.  He  is  possessed  of 
much  talent,  and  is  widel,v  known  in  musical  circles  throughout  the 
West  and  Middle  West.     Tie  is  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason.     Professor  Graham 
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married  ^liss  Blanche  Maxon,  who  was  born  in  the  West  and  educated 
at  Oberlin  College,  Wooster,  Ohio.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  son, 
John  Bert,  Jr.,  aged  one  year.  Professor  and  Mrs.  Graham  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  as  is  also  Mrs.  John  R.  Graham, 
while  the  elder  man  is  an  attendant  of  that  church.  John  R.  Graham 
is  a  republican,  and  while  not  a  politician  is  known  as  a  man  of 
influence  in  his  community.  He  is  the  possessor  of  an  excellent  repu- 
tation in  business  circles,  is  relied  upon  absolutely  by  his  associates, 
and  in  public  affairs  is  ready  to  do  his  full  share  in  supporting  public- 
spirited  movements  and  enterprises. 

Arden  a.  Stores.  In  his  extensive  agricultural  operations,  which 
he  is  carrying  on  in  Perkins  Township,  on  his  hand.some  farm  of  135 
acres,  Arden  A.  Storrs  has  adopted  modern  methods,  which  he  has 
directed  in  an  intelligent  manner  that  has  brought  him  a  full  measure 
of  returns  from  the  labors  he  has  expended  upon  his  propei'ty.  While 
general  farming  has  interested  him  principally,  Mr.  Storrs  has  also 
been  engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  rai-sing  of  stock,  an  occupation 
to  which  he  has  given  much  thought  and  study,  and  in  both  lines  he 
has  come  to  bo  acconiited  an  expert  by  those  who  have  watched  the 
increasingly  suceossful  results  of  his  undertakings. 

ilr.  Storrs  is  a  native  son  of  the  community  in  which  he  now  lives, 
born  on  a  farm  in  Perkins  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  November  19, 
1852,  a  son  of  Elisha  C.  and  Jerusha  (Taylor)  Storrs.  His  grand- 
father. Rfiiboii  Storrs,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  some  time  after 
his  iiuirri:iL;c  li  ft  his  native  state  and  started  in  ox  teams  on  the  long 
and  pciiliiiis  .iniiniey  overland  to  the  then  new  counti-y  of  Ohio.  When 
the  fiiuiily  reaehed  Dunkirk,  New  York,  a  stop  was  made  and  there  was 
born  Elisha  G.  Storrs,  April  25,  1821.  Subsequently  the  little  party 
started  again  on  their  migration,  and  finally,  after  traveling  a  number 
of  miles  over  Indian  trails,  the  only  roads  to  be  found  at  that  time, 
arrived  at  their  destination,  the  woods  of  Perkins  Township.  There 
the  grandfather  continued  to  spend  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  died  well  advanced  in  years,  one  of  his  com- 
munity's honored  pioneers.  His  son,  Elisha  G.  StoiTS.-  grew  up  amid 
pioneer  surroundings  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  little  school- 
hoiise  visited  by  the  subscription  teacher.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were 
passed  in  learning  farming  methods,  and  when  he  attained  his  man- 
hood he  began  to  farm  on  his  own  account,  that  vocation  receiving  his 
attention  throiighoixt  his  life.  Like  his  father  he  was  widely  known 
as  a  man  of  integrity  and  straightforward  dealing,  and  his  community 
suffered  a  distinct  loss  in  his  death.  Mrs.  Storrs,  who  was  a  native  of 
Perkins  Township,  and  also  a  member  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
this  locality,  also  attained  advanced  years.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
were  members  of  the  Perkins  Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church  for  many 
years,  and  took  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  its  work. 

Arden  A.  Storrs  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Perkins 
Township  and  obtained  a  good  education  in  the  Perkins  Township  School. 
Subsequently,  he  entered  the  Sandusky  High  School,  where  he  was  duly 
graduated  in  1870,  and  at  that  time  entered  upon  a  career  as  a  school- 
teacher. After  several  years  thus  spent,  Mr.  Storrs  returned  to  the 
home  farm  and  began  to  engage  in  the  vocation  which  his  father  and 
grandfather  had  followed  before  him  and  in  which  he  has  continued  to 
be  occupied  to  the  present.  His  farm  of  135  acres  is  now  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  under  Mr.  Storrs'  excellent  management  yields 
largo  crops.  Since  early  manhood  he  has  been  foremost  in  the  public 
enterprises  which  have  proved  advantageous  to  his  home  locality,  and 
is  now.  and  has  been  for  a  number  of  years,  serving  as  vice  president  of 


926  HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

the  f^rie  County  ilutual  Jiisurauee  Company,  of  wliie-h  his  father  was 
one  of  the  founders.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Perkins  Grange,  in 
whieli  lie  lias  served  as  master  and  in  other  capacities,  and  his  political 
views  correspond  with  the  platform  of  the  republican  party.  A  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Perkins  ilethodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  has 
held  various  offices  therein  and  for  a  long  j^eriod  has  been  .superintendent 
of  the  Smiday  school.  All  in  all,  he  is  an  active  and  stirring  citizen, 
and  a  worthy  representative  of  the  best  agricultural  element  of  Erie 
County. 

Mr.  Storrs  was  married  December  7,  1876,  to  Miss  Mina  II.  House, 
daughter  of  the  late  Lindsley  and  Mary  A.  (Young)  House.  Her  father, 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  brought  to  Erie  County  when  three  years  of 
age  and  passed  the  rest  of  his  life  in  Perkins  Township,  where  he 
became  a  man  of  influence  and  a  prominent  ;iii(l  Miciissful  a,t;ii<-ulturist. 
Pour  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  .Mi^^  Slmrs;  lldiih  \'.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Ross  Sour,  a  resident  of  Frciiiinif.  (diio;  .Maud,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Jesse  C.  Seymour,  of  Elyria,  Ohio;  Harry  E.,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  with  his  father  in  Perkins  Township;  and  Blanche  E.,  who 
i.s  deceased. 

Jay  C.  Sjirni.  Of  all  the  multifarious  occupations  of  mankind, 
probalily  the  most  indispensable  is  that  of  agriculture,  for  upon  the 
farmer  all  other  classes  of  society  depend  in  large  measure.  The  extent 
of  the  obligation  is  not  always  recognized  by  those  in  other  walks  of 
life,  nor  do  they  appreciate  at  its  full  value  the  extent  of  theoretical 
and  practical  knowledge  recfuired  to  pursue  this  railing-  .suiccssfully  at 
the  present  day.  The  fact,  however,  that  colleges  arc  cstalilished  all 
over  the  country  for  teaching  this  important  scicm-i'  should  be  con- 
clusive evidence  to  everyone  that  tiic  rulti\atii>u  of  the  soil,  with  its 
related  branches  of  dairying  and  stoi-kiaisiii'^-,  is  much  more  than  a  mat- 
ter of  mere  manual  labor.  To  have  atiainid  rank  among  the  success- 
ful and  prosperous  farmers  of  any  up  to  date  American  community 
implies  the  possession  of  qualities  that  would  compel  success  in  many 
other  important  callings.  A  conspicuous  example  of  this  kind  is  the 
subject  of  this  memoir.  Jay  C.  Smith,  proprietor  of  the  well  known 
Smith  farm  in  Margaretta  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Smith 
was  born  in  this  township,  November  8.  1844,  a  son  of  Samuel  II.  and 
Rachel  (Mack)  Smith.  His  patmial  urandrathcr  was  a  piomvi-  settler 
here  ancl  resided  in  the  townsiii|i  iiian>  \ears,  fdlldwinu-  tlie  iircii|>ation 
of  a  surveyor.  He  was  a  ^Master  Mason  and  a  pininini-iit  iiieinlier  of 
Mount  Yernon  (O'hio)  Lodge.  About  18.j2  he  went  to  Texas,  where 
he  found  a  wide  field  to  exercise  his  professional  skill,  doing  a  large 
amount  of  surveying  in  the  neighborhood  of  Houston.  Although  he  died 
during  the  Civil  war  period,  he  had  hy  that  time  acquired  a  large 
amount  of  land,  at  liis  death  ownint;-  something  like  ."')().()(IU  aeivs  in  that 
vicinity. 

Samuel  II.  Smith,  son  of  Samuel  and  father  of  Jay  C,  spent  the 
entire  active  jieriod  of  his  life  in  iMargaretta  Township,  this  county, 
operating  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  .son.  Jay.  In  early  years,  when 
he  settled  hiTe  with  his  ]>arents,  the  land  was  heavily  timbered  and  deer 
and  (itlier  wild  i^ame  wei'e  plentiful  in  the  forest.  To  him  in  large 
measure  devolved  tlie  pioneer  task  of  clearing  the  fann,  and  many  years 
of  arduous  lalior  weri'  necessary  before  the  rank  forest  growth  gave 
way  to  the  smiling,  fruitful  fields  of  today.  But  our  pioneer  forefathers 
were  never  lacking  in  either  courage  or  energy  and  in  couree  of  time 
the  beneficial  ciiange  was  effected.  A  num  of  much  force  of  character, 
Samuel  11.  Smith  was  well  and  favorably  known  both  in  Erie  and 
ad.joining  counties.     He  was  strongly  opposed  to  slavery,  and  after  tiic 
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formatiou  of  tlie  republican  party  he  became  one  of  its  most  stanch 
supporters.  To  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  he  added  the  raising  of  stock, 
carrying  on  both  branches  of  farm  work  with  prosperous  results.  He 
died  in  1871,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife, 
Rachel  Mack  Smith,  was  a  native  of  Ei-ie  County,  Ohio.  Of  their  chil- 
dren the  suliject  of  this  memoir  is  now  the  only  survivor. 

Jay  C.  Smith,  who  was  his  parents'  only  sou,  acquired  his  literary 
education  in  the  publie  schools  of  Margaretta  Township,  this  county,  and 
the  Saiiduskv  High  Suhool,  at  the  same  time  acquiring  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  farm  life  and  work.  In  June,  1863,  when  a  young  man  not  yet 
nineteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  M,  First 
Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  under  Capt.  Henry  J.  Bly,  who  subsequently 
became  the  father  of  the  famous  Nellie  Bly,  journalist  and  war  cor- 
respondent, now  or  recently  tolluw  inii'  her  vocation  on  European  battle- 
lields.  After  two  years"  sciMcr  m  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  North  Caro- 
lina, during  which  time  he  saw  phiity  of  good  tighting  and  took  part 
in  many  a  long  and  weary  march,  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  1865, 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  returned  home  to  Castalia,  Ohio,  his 
present  place  of  residence.  Here  he  took  up  farm  work,  including  dairy- 
ing and  stock-raising,  and  applied  himself  with  the  energy  of  his  fore- 
fathers to  achieve  success  in  his  ehesen  (■.illiiig.  How  well  he  has  done 
so  is  known  to  every  inhabitant  of  Maiiiai  etia  and  the  neighboring  town- 
ships. His  farm  contains  smiie  4(ii>  aeivs  nf  ,\eelleiit  land,  a  considerable 
portion  being  highly  eiijtuated  ami  the  lesi  utilized  for  grazing  pur- 
poses, as  he  makes  a  speeialt\-  nt  raisiiej-  1  lidi'duiililired  Holstein  cattle. 
In  this  branch  of  his  work,  as  in  all  the  rest,  he  has  been  highly 
suceessful  and  his  name  figures  among  those  of  prominent  stockmen  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  furnished 
the  milk  for  the  State  Soldiers'  Home,  near  Sandusky.  A  public- 
.spirited  citizen.  Jlr.  Smith  is  always  ready  to  lend  his  aid  and  influence 
to  any  plan  for  the  improvement  of  local  conditions  and  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  Post  at  Castalia. 

I\Ir.  Smith  was  fii-st  married  to  Jliss  Alice  Sewell,  of  Louisiana,  of 
which  union  there  were  three  children,  all  sons,  namely:  James,  Jr., 
residing  in  Castalia ;  Jay  B.,  who  is  a  member  of  the  heavy  artillery. 
United  States  army,  and  is  now  stationed  at  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
and  Floyd  S.,  a  resident  of  Castalia,  who  is  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  Mr.  Smith  married  for  his  second  wife  ilay  O.  Palilier, 
of  Castalia,  Ohio,  daughter  of  V.  Palmer,  an  esteemed  resident  of  this 
town.  By  this  union  also  there  have  been  three  children,  as  follows: 
Flossie,  wife  of  Carl  Ketter,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio;  Marv-,  a  student  in  a 
ladies'  college  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  George  L.,  of  Castalia,  who 
is  carrier  on  a  rural  mail  route  conneeteil  with  that  postoffice.  The 
members  of  Mr.  Smith's  family  are  typical  npnsentatives  of  the  best 
American  citizenship,  who  do  credit  to  their  upbringing,  and  are  re- 
spected and  esteemed  wherever  they  resitle. 

Michael  McGookey.  This  venerable  citizen  of  Erie  County,  now 
past  seventy-five  years  of  age,  who  with  firm  step  and  unclouded  mind 
still  attends  to  the  daily  routine  of  affairs,  has  during  his  long  and  use- 
ful life  in  this  county  witnessed  the  greater  share  of  its  development 
and  has  borne  a  part  in  its  material  and  civic  progress.  Though  now 
living  somewhat  retired  at  his  comfortable  farm  home  in  ]\Iargaretta 
Township,  he  still  manifests  a  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  all  that 
affects  the  welfare  of  his  native  county,  and  is  widely  and  favorabh- 
known  as  a  man  of  progress  and  public  spirit. 
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The  Mc'Gookey  family  have  been  identified  with  Erie  County  since 
eai-ly  pioiietr  times,  and  Michael  jMcGookey  was  born  at  Venice  in  this 
county  Diiciuber  28,  1839.  His  parents,  James  and  Catherine 
;\Ic(i(i(ikcy.  were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  and  after  coming  to  this 
country  settled  at  Venice,  where  they  lived  a  number  of  years,  but  when 
their  sou  Jliehael  was  seven  years  of  age  the  family  went  to  Margaretta 
Township  and  bought  a  farm  half  a  mile  west  of  where  Michael  now 
resides.  At  that  time  Margaretta  Tci\viishi]i's  lands  were  covered  with 
a  heavy  gi-owth  of  forest,  and  the  .Mi(iiKik.y  family  for  a  number  of 
.years  lived  in  the  woods  and  graduall\-  wdrkcd  ciut  the  process  of  clear- 
ing and  planting  the  soil.  Botli  parents  died  there,  and  James 
MeGookey  should  be  remembered  for  his  pioneer  part  in  that  com- 
munity. Nearly  all  the  early  childhood  associations  of  Michael  JTc- 
Gookey  are  with  IMargaretta  Township,  and  while  .subject  to  the  influ- 
ences of  the  rural  environment,  he  also  attended  the  public  schools,  and 
came  to  manhood  with  a  good  preparation  for  the  serious  duties  of 
the  world.  He  was  not  yet  twenty-two  years  of  age  when  on  IMay  13, 
1861.  he  enlisted  in  Company  C  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  went  with  that  regiment  into  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  and 
suliscquently  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  His  most  important  battles 
were  those  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Stone  River  and  Perryville,  and  he 
did  hi.s  duty  faithfully  as  a  soldier  in  the  great  campaign  which  wrested 
an  important  part  of  the  Missis-sippi  Valley  from  the  Confederacy.  At 
the  end  of  his  three  years  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  on  June 
22,  1864,  and  then  returned  to  Erie  County.  For  more  than  half  a 
century  now  his  home  has  been  in  Margaretta  Township,  and  with 
fai-ming  as  his  principal  vocation  he  has  prospered  in  proportion  to 
tlie  hard  work  and  intelligence  which  he  is  well  known  to  have  applied 
to  all  his  undertakings. 

On  December  11,  1864.  not  many  weeks  after  he  returned  from  the 
war,  he  wa.s  married  to  Sarah  "W.  Wiegel.  She  was  born  in  Huron, 
Ohio,  February  12,  1844,  a  daughter  of  Bernhardt  and  Anna  (I\Iantz) 
Wiegel,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  early  in  their 
lives  settled  in  Margaretta  Town.ship.  A  family  of  five  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  IMeGookey:  Harry  B.,  who  lives  in  Sandusky; 
Anna  S.,  wife  of  Frank  J.  Fitz.  of  Margaretta  Township;  James  "W.,  of 
Margaretta  Township;  Jay  M.,  whose  home  is  in  the  State  of  Georgia; 
and  Carrie,  who  is  a  professional  nurse  and  lives  with  her  parents  in 
Margaretta  Township. 

While  securing  his  share  of  prospei'ity  w-hich  rewards  the  efforts 
of  the  thrifty  fp"'-iers  of  Erie  County,  Mr.  MeGookey  has  also  attended 
to  the  public  affuira  of  his  community.  He  served  two  terms  as  town- 
ship asses.sor,  and  since  war  times  has  been  a  regular  republican  in 
politics.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Castalia,  and  is 
a  member  of  Crystal  Rock  Tent  of  the  Knights  of  the  JIaecabees,  in 
which  tent  he  has  served  as  record  keeper  for  a  number  of  years. 

August  B.  Appeman.  Some  of  the  capable  and  successful  farm  en- 
terprise of  Florence  Township  has  been  conducted  for  a  number  of  years 
by  members  of  the  Appeman  family.  The  late  August  B.  Appeman 
possessed  unusual  ability  in  agricultural  lines  and  was  also  a  citizen 
who  commanded  the  respect  and  regard  of  all  who  knew  him.  Mrs. 
Appeman  since  her  husband's  death  has  showu  herself  the  equal  of 
many  men  in  business  afi'airs  and  with  her  children  growing  up  about 
her  has  looked  well  after  the  duties  of  her  household  and  has  thriftily 
managed  the  farm,  which  both  in  appearance  and  in  substantial  value 
should  be  classed  with  the  best  country  estates  in  the  vicinity  of  Flor- 
ence Village. 


AUGUST  B.  APPEMAN 
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The  late  August  B.  Appemau  was  born  at  Aiiilierst  iu  Lorain 
County,  Ohio,  June  15,  1862,  and  died  October  24:,  1912,  when  a  little 
more  than  fifty  years  of  age.  His  parents  were  John  and  Catherine 
(Smith)  Appeman,  who  were  born  in  Germany,  came  to  this  country 
when  young,  and  were  married  in  Lorain  County,  where  they  aftei'- 
wards  spent  their  lives  as  farmers  near  Amherst.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  For  further  information  con- 
cerning the  Appeman  family  see  sketch  of  Charles  P.  Sebolt. 

August  B.  Appeman  grew  up  and  received  his  education  in  the 
vicinity  of  Amherst  and  made  his  home  there  until  al)out  thirty  years 
ago,  when  he  moved  into  Florence  Township  and  bought  176  acres  half 
a  mile  south  of  the  Village  of  Florence.  On  that  farm  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  active  career,  and  before  his  death  had  brought  all  the  laud 
under  cultivation  and  had  etifected  many  improvements,  so  that  he  left 
his  wife  and  children  with  a  handsome  property.  The  home  is  an 
eight-room  house,  with  a  good  barn  20  by  40  feet.  The  late  Mr. 
Appeman  was  a  man  to  be  relied  upon,  and  his  word  could  be  im- 
plicitly trusted  whenever  it  was  spoken  as  a  pi'omise.  He  was  a  demo- 
crat in  politics  but  sought  no  participation  in  local  offices. 

In  Florence  Township  he  married  IMiss  Anna  M.  Stickreth.  She 
was  born  in  Germany,  JMarcli  14,  1867,  but  has  no  recollections  of  her 
home  in  the  fatherland  since  when  nine  months  of  age  she  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  her  parents,  August  and  Elizabeth  (Peter) 
Stickreth.  The  family  at  that  time  also  included  her  brother,  Augiist, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  On  leaving  Germany  the  Stickreth 
family  embarked  on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Bremen  and  some  weeks  later 
were  landed  in  New  l^ork  City,  coming  on  west  as  far  as  Huron  in 
Erie  County  and  after  a  few  yeai*s  moving  into  Florence  Township, 
where  her  fatlier  bought  a  farm  south  of  Florence  Village,  but  later  sold 
that  place  of  thirty  acres  and  secured  a  larger  farm  of  sixty  acres  north 
of  the  village.  There  her  parents  spent  the  rest  of  their  useful  careers. 
Her  father  died  in  1901  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  and  her  mother 
passed  away  December  7,  1912,  also  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  They 
were  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  her  father  after 
securing  citizenship  voted  as  a  democrat. 

Mrs.  Appeman  for  the  past  three  years,  aided  by  her  growing  son, 
has  proved  herself  a  capable  farmer  as  well  as  a  home  maker.  She  is 
the  mother  of  children  who  are  growing  up  to  do  their  honor  and  are 
proving  themselves  competent  in  their  tasks  whether  at  home  or  in 
school.  Her  oldest  child,  Carl,  died  when  seven  years  of  age.  Elsie  C, 
the  oldest  daughter,  completed  her  education  in  the  common  and  high 
schools,  and  is  now  employed  as  a  stenographer  with  the  C.  E.  Ward 
Company  at  New  London,  Ohio.  The  next  in  age  is  Harold  J.,  aged 
nineteen,  who  has  finished  the  course  of  the  local  schools,  and  is  now 
his  mother's  capable  assistant  in  running  the  large  farm.  Maude  is 
now  a  student  in  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School  and  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1917.  Florence  M.  is  in  the  seventh  grade  of  the  public  schools, 
while  Esther  G.  is  in  the  fourth  grade  and  Hazel  V.,  the  youngest,  is  in 
the  second  grade.  Mrs.  Appeman  and  family  are  memliers  of  tjie  Con- 
gregational Church. 

Prop.  I.  Lee  Davis.  The  surest  mea.sure  of  the  degi'ee  of  advance- 
ment to  which  a  community  has  attained  is  to  be  found  in  the  efficiency 
of  its  public  schools.  TTniversal  education  is  a  thing  of  modem  times 
and  is  iiitiiiintcl\-  ns^n.-iated  with  modern  progress.  From  the  time 
early  in  lln'  niiiitrciii h  century  when  Lord  Brougham  uttered  the  pithy 
phrase,  ■"The  si-liodlmastcr  is  abroad,"  to  the  present,  the  tendency  in 
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all  the  most  advanced  uatious  has  been  toward  increased  educational 
laiilitirs  tdi-  the  masses.  The  famous  Ordinance  of  1787  for  governing 
tile  XditliHi'st  Territory,  which  included  the  State  of  Ohio,  contained 
the  |iio\isioii :  "Religion,  morality  and  knowledge  being  necessary  for 
the  welfare  of  mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of  education  shall  for- 
ever be  encouraged,"  and  although  the  ordinance  was  later  superseded 
by  the  constitution,  Ohio  lias  always  lived  up  to  that  provision.  Prob- 
ably no  community  of  equal  size  in  this  state  has  any  advantage  over 
Castalia,  Erie  County,  in  the  high  standard  attained  and  maintained 
by  its  public  and  high  school,  which,  since  Sej^tember,  1913,  has  been 
under  the  direction  of  Prof.  I.  Lee  Davis,  as  principal.  As  the  school 
as  it  is  today  is  much  what  Mr.  Davis  has  made  it,  a  brief  sketch  of 
his  career  will  not  be  without  interest  to  tlie  readers  of  this  volume. 
Mr.  Davis  is  a  native  son  of  <Mii(i.  his  liirth  h;i\iim-  taken  place  at  Ha- 
mersville.  Brown  County,  Octnlitr  s,  is^s.  11  is  ]i:iivtits  were  William  L. 
and  Lillie  (Pask)  Davis,  of  wliuui  tlie  lather  is  now  deceased,  lie  having 
died  when  the  son  was  but  three  weeks  old.  j\lr.  Davis'  mother  is  still 
living  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Cincinnati. 

Until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  I.  Lee  Davis  resided  in  his  native 
county,  attending  school  at  Locust  Ridge,  where  he  acquired  the  tirst 
elements  of  knowledge.  His  mother  then  removed  with  their  family 
to  Cincinnati,  and  here  for  a  time  lie  was  a  student  at  the  Norwood 
Higii  School.  He  then  taught  school  for  about  a  yeai",  subsequent  to 
whieii  he  attended  the  academy  connected  with  Marietta  College,  at 
Marietta,  Ohio,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1909.  The  next  year  was 
spent  as  a  student  at  Kenyon  College,  Gambier,  Ohio,  where  he  made 
an  excellent  record  for  scholarship.  His  ability  was  now  beginning  to 
1)6  recognized  and  when  he  left  Kenyon  he  found  no  difficulty  in  secur- 
ing a  position  as  teacher  in  the  Boys'  Industrial  School  at  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  or  in 
1910,  he  came  from  that  place  to  Castalia  and  for  two  years  subseiiueiitly 
tauglit  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  in  the  public  school  here,  shuwing 
a  high  degree  of  capacity.  An  opportunity  for  a  vacation  now  occurring, 
Mr.  Davis  spent  a  year  in  domestic  travel,  visiting  various  )iarts  oi  the 
United  States,  improving  his  acquaintance  with  iiiankiinl  ami  imi'easing 
liis  general  stock  of  knowledge.  When  he  resumed  his  r.lu.at  imial  hahors 
iiere  it  was  as  principal  of  the  school  in  which  he  had  made  so  good 
a  re(!Ord  as  teacher.  Capable  and  progressive,  he  has  brought  the  school 
up  to  a  high  standard  of  efficiency,  and  that  his  efforts  have  been 
appreciated  is  evidenced  liy  the  fact  that  in  April  of  the  present  year, 
1915,  he  was  eli(t(  il  siipi  rintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  ilai-garetta 
and  Groton  townships,  lliic  County,  Ohio,  his  duties  in  this  otiiee  to 
begin  in  the  coming  mouth  of  August.  Professor  Davis'  record  is  the 
more  creditable  to  him  in  that  he  acquired  his  education  chiefly  through 
his  own  exertions.  Although  not  yet  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he 
has  already  taken  rank  among  the  successful  educators  of  the  state  and 
his  future  career  will  be  watched  with  interest  by  his  friends. 

On  June  11,  1914,  Prof.  I.  Lee  Davis  w-as  married  to  iMary  L.  Jones, 
tlaughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  I.  and  Ellen  D.  Jones,  of  Gallia  Count.y, 
Ohio.  Her  parents  were  both  of  Welsh  extraction;  her  father,  now- 
deceased,  was  formerly  a  well-known  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Ciiurch  in  Gallia  County.  Mrs.  Davis  is  a  graduate  of  the  Department 
of  Music  of  the  Ohio  Northern  University,  at  Ada,  Ohio.  Both  she  and 
lier  husband  are  highly  esteemed  members  of  the  best  society  of  Castalia. 

George  F.  P.\rker.  The  Inisiness  of  agriculture,  although  entailing 
l)lenty  of  hard  work,  and  not  free  from  occasional  losses  and  disappoint- 
ments,  is   one,   nevertheless,   that   possesses   some   peculiar  advantages. 
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Tlie  master  farmer  is,  j^erhaps,  of  all  men  who  labor  with  their  hands, 
the  most  free  and  independent.  As  a  iiile  he  owns  his  lands  and  home- 
stead and  every  improvement  he  makes  thereon  redounds  to  his  own 
benefit.  His  life  in  the  main  is  a  healthful  one,  much  more  so  than  that 
of  the  pity  toiler,  for  he  gets  abundant  exercise  in  the  open  air  and  is 
not  subject  to  anything  like  the  same  extent  to  those  temptations  to  vice 
and  dissipation  which  beset  the  city  man  and  etit  short  so  many  a  prom- 
ising career.  Neither  is  his  work  as  hard  as  it  was  in  fonner  days,  when 
practically  all  the  land  was  a  forest,  diversified  by  streams,  lakes  and 
swamps.  The  labor  of  tree-felling  is  practically  a  thing  of  the  past — ■ 
at  least  in  the  middle  states — and  no  farmer  wishes  it  back,  though 
accompanied  by  all  of  its  subsequent  log-rolling  festivities  so  familiar 
to  our.  ancestors,  and  which  compensated  them  for  many  a  long  day  of 
back-breaking  labor  in  the  woods,  with  the  constant  danger  of  ambush 
and  massacre  by  savage  foes.  No,,  compared  with  the  lot  of  one  of  those 
old  pioneers,  that  of  the  modern  agriculturist  is  one  to  be  envied  and 
desired.  Although  removed  from  the  city,  he  is  not  without  its  best 
advantages.  The  railroad  brings  him  within  easy  reach  of  some  large 
center  of  population,  the  rural  mail  carrier  passes  daily  with  letters 
and  papers,  bringing  news  from  loved  ones  or  of  the  events  occurring 
throughout  the  country,  or  in  other  parts  of  the  world ;  and  if  he  wi.shes 
for  immediate  communication  the  telegraph  office  is  not  far  away  and  in 
his  own  home  is  the  telephone,  by  means  of  which  he  can  talk  with 
his  neighbors  in  any  part  of  his  township  or  county,  or  in  places  still 
farther  away.  His  farming  operations  are  laruvly  idiuliicfrd  with  the 
aid  of  improved  machinery,  which  would  have  inink  his  i;i  jiinlfjithci-.  or 
perliaps  even  his  father,  open  his  eyes  in  delijihir.l  .-.iiipiisc,  wliilc  in 
a  convenient  building  on  his  homestead  there  is,  not  infrequently,  a 
high-power  automobile  in  which,  on  Saturday  afternoons  or  on  Sun- 
day he  can  take  his  family  out  to  distant  points  with  all  the  speed  and 
luxury  of  a  city  millionaire. 

A  good  example  of  this  independent  and  prosperous  class  of  citizens 
Ls  G-eorge  F.  Parker,  of  Margaretta  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  who 
has  a  wide  reputation  as  a  successful  auri'iilturist  and  fruit  grower. 
Mr.  Parker  is  no  rolling  stone,  for  lie  liiis  ivsidrd  in  ilargaretta  Town- 
ship all  his  life  up  to  date,  havinu  luni  li;.rii  here  January  12,  1861. 
His  parents  were  Jackson  and  Catherine  (Shock)  Parker,  and  he  is 
a  grandson  of  Isaac  Parker,  a  native  of  Penn.sylvania,  and  of  English 
ancestry,  who,  at  an  early  date,  removed  to  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  thence 
to  Sandusky  County,  this  state,  and  finally  to  Lansing,  Michigan,  where 
he  died. 

Jackson  Parker,  father  of  George  F..  settled  in  Margaretta  Town- 
ship, Erie  County,  Ohio,  in  the  late  '50s  of  the  last  century,  being  then 
a  comparatively  young  man.  He  engaged  in  agriculture  and  for  many 
years  was  one  of  the  to-\\Tiship 's  best  known  citizens,  as  he  remained 
here  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1913,  when  he  was  in  his  eighty- 
fifth  year.  In  politics  he  was  independent.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania. 

Their  s;m.  OcDi-ge  F.  Parker,  was  reared  in  IMargaretta  Township 
and  ediicntcd  in  its  public  schools.  He  was  early  initiated  into  all  the 
raystei-ics  (if  farm  life  and  labor  and  has  since  seen  no  reason  to  change 
his  vocatiiiii.  Iitiim'  now  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  1.58  acres, 
well  iii'iivi(li'(|  with  commodious  barns  and  outhuihlin^s  and  a  substan- 
tial and  (•(iiiif(irlal)le  residence.  He  raises  the  usual  ciMps  to  be  found 
in  this  locality  and  gives  consideralile  attention  to  finiil  growing,  in 
which  he  has  been  very  successful.  In  politics  lie  is  a  republican  with 
independent  proclivities. 
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^Ir.  Parker  was  first  married  to  Margaret  Geastier,  a  daughter  of 
Frederick  Geastier,  of  Oxford  Township,  this  county.  Of  this  union 
were  born  five  ehiklren,  namely :  Clara  C,  wife  of  Elmer  Russell,  of 
Groton  Township ;  Frederick  J.,  Freda  S.,  Irvin  H.  and  Grace  E. 
Mv.  I'arker  was  married  secondly  to  JMrs.  Louise  Ried,  widow  of  the 
Rev.  Philip  J.  Ried,  a  Lutheran  minister,  formerly  a  resident  of  I\Iar- 
garetta  Township,  this  county,  who  died  in  February,  1912.  Mr.  Ried 
was  a  native  of  Michigan,  but  was  educated  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 
For  some  ten  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Castalia, 
Ohio,  and  was  a  man  greatly  loved  and  esteemed.  By  Mr.  Parker's 
first  marriage  there  were  three  children,  Mildred,  Theodore  and  Ruth. 
Mr.  Parker  is  an  active,  up-to-date  citizen,  progressive  and'pulilic- 
spirited,  taking  a  friendly  interest  in  his  neighbors'  welfare  as  \vM  as 
in  liis  own,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife,  who  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
reiiiiement,  are  among  the  most  popular  residents  of  this  town.ship. 

Albert  H.  ]\Iatt.  One  of  the  leading  industries  along  the  lake 
shore  of  Erie  County  is  that  concerned  with  the  collecting  and  handling 
and  marketing  of  fish.  At  the  little  City  of  Huron  the  main  business 
alnii'.:-  lluit  line  is  the  Huron  Fish  Company,  of  which  Albert  H.  Matt 
is  s.  rivtniy  and  general  manager.  This  is  a  highly  prosperous  concern, 
ami  its  siirrcss  can  be  largely  traced  to  the  energy  and  judicious  man- 
ai;viiiiiit  of  Mr.  Matt.  The  company  is  engaged  both  in  the  production 
or  cilcliiiiu  and  the  shipping  of  fisli  as  a  wholesale  house.  The  business 
\v:is  iiir(ii])iirated  in  1907  with  John  Lay,  Sr.,  president,  Oscar  Lay  as 
vicr  pivshli  lit.  :niil  ^Ir.  Matt  as  iiiiiiin^vr  niid  seci'etary.  While  the 
iM|>il,il  stork  is  .i^.'i.nOO,  the  opcrati<iiis  n\'  tlic  firm  are  on  a  much  larger 
ami  iiiiiiv  iiiiiiorfaut  scale  than  this  capitalization  would  indicate.  The 
company  has  a  large  and  well-equipped  plant  at  the  Huron  wharf,  with 
one  building  30  by  50  feet,  and  the  fish  house  proper,  a  structure  40  by 
75  feet,  both  nearly  new  buildings.  The  company  ships  fish  to  hundreds 
of  towns  and  cities  between  the  Mississippi  River  and  the  Atlantic 
Coast  and  from  Wisconsin  south  to  Nashville,  Tennessee.  They  handle 
from  about  500  to  SCO  tons  of  fresh  fish  each  season.  Since  1911  Mr. 
Matt  ha.s  be. mi  thr  rhief  factor  in  llir  iiiaiiat;viiicnt  of  this  bxisiness.  The 
other  t't'iir  stncldinldfrs  in  the  coiii|>aii>  aiv  -Idlin  Lay,  Sr.,  of  Sandusky, 
one  of  tlir  pioneers  in  the  fish  business  around  Lake  Erie;  Charles  Lay 
and  Oscar  Lay,  sons  of  the  first  named,  both  of  Sandusky,  and  John 
Lay,  Jr.,  another  son,  of  Port  Clinton,  Ohio. 

Mr.  IMatt  is  a  grandson  on  his  mother's  side  of  B.  A.  Hudson,  who 
came  to  Huron  during  the  '30s  and  in  the  early  '60s  founded  the  fishery 
plant  now  owned  and  managed  by  the  Huron  Fish  Company.  B.  A. 
Hudson  not  only  operated  at  Huron,  but  also  in  Monroe,  Michigan, 
finally  disposing  of  his  plant  in  the  former  city  in  the  '70s  and  selling 
his  interests  at  Huron  in  1890  to  John  G.  Matt,  father  of  Albert  H. 
Mr.  Hudson  then  retired  from  active  business  and  spent  his  last  years 
in  comfort,  passing  away  December  7,  1897,  when  past  sixty  years  of 
age.  He  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  New  York,  February  1,  1832,  and 
came  with  his  people  from  Buffalo  to  Huron  by  lake  boat  during  the 
early  '30s.  Both  his  parents  died  in  Erie  County.  B.  A.  Hudson 
married  Julia  Williams  at  Flint,  Michigan,  August  22,  1856.  She  died 
in  Huron  June  16.  1892.  The  Hudsons  were  among  the  early  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Huron,  and  were  among  its  chief  support- 
ers. B.  A.  Hudson  was  a  radical  democrat,  and  always  showed  an  active 
interest  in  local  afi'airs.  serving  a.s  a  member  of  the  town  council.  In 
the  early  days  he  was  an  overseer  of  the  Wheeling  Dock  at  Huron. 

Jchii  G.  Matt,  father  of  Albert  XL,  was  born  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  in 
1853,  and  died  at  his  home  October  27,  1914.    His  parents  were  John  G. 
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and  Otelia  (Bermadinger)  Matt,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who  came 
to  America  during  the  '40s  and  located  in  Sandusky.  That  was  a  time 
when  practically  all  traffic  across  the  ocean  was  by  sailing  vessel,  and 
a  sailing  ship  brought  them  to  America,  and  from  New  York  City  they 
came  on  to  Sandusky  by  way  of  the  Hudson  River,  the  Erie  Canal 
and  the  Great  Lakes.  After  their  family  had  grown  up,  John  G.  Matt, 
Sr.,  and  wife  removed  to  Venice,  Ohio,  and  he  died  there  when  past 
sixty  and  she  when  about  seventy-two  years  of  age.  They  were  Catholic 
in  the  old  country,  having  been  reared  in  that  faath  in  Baden,  Germany, 
but  after  coming  to  America  became  associated  with  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  died  in  that  faith.  There  was  a  large  family  of  children, 
among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Mrs.  J.  B.  Weber,  of  Sandusky ;  Mrs. 
Prank  Shepherd,  of  Venice;  Mrs.  J.  G.  Gillard,  of  Montana,  and  E.  J. 
Matt,  of  Huron.  John  G.  Matt,  Jr.,  grew  up  in  Sandusky  and  Venice 
and  received  his  education  at  Castalia,  Ohio,  and  in  Oberlin  College. 
He  came  to  Huron  as  a  young  man  and  took  work  as  a  mercantile  clerk 
with  Mr.  Shepherd,  later  became  a  grocer,  and  a  few  years  after  that 
was  made  foreman  of  the  fish  business  of  the  Wickham  Company. 
After  spending  a  year  or  two  in  the  West  seeking  renewed  health,  in 
1890  he  returned  to  Huron  to  take  up  the  business  of  his  father-in-law, 
Mr.  Hudson,  and  some  years  later  advanced  from  a  partnership  to  sole 
ownership  of  the  industry.  In  those  days  the  plant  was  known  as 
Hudson  Brothers  &  jMatt.  In  1895  John  6.  Matt  sold  the  business  to 
Henry  Lay,  of  Sandusky,  and  after  working  as  a  fish  buyer  for  a  New 
York  City  house  two  or  three  yeai-s,  retired.  John  G.  Matt,  Jr.,  was 
married  in  Huron,  February  1,  1876,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Hudson,  daugh- 
ter of  B.  A.  Hudson,  already  mentioned.  She  was  born  in  Huron 
August  24,  1857,  was  reared  and  educated  and  has  spent  practically 
all  her  life  in  this  locality.  She  occupies  her  own  home  on  Ohio  Street 
in  Huron,  and  is  a  faithful  and  diligent  meml)er  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  She  was  the  mother  of  two  sons,  one  of  them  being  Albert  H. 
and  the  other  Lester  E. 

Lester  E.  Matt  was  born  June  4,  1880,  and  now  lives  at  Flint,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  operates  a  moving-picture  show,  a  business  in  which  he 
is  exceedingly  successful.  He  has  been  twice  married,  and  by  his  first 
wife  has  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  aged  ten. 

Albert  H.  Matt  was  born  in  Huron  November  11,  1876,  grew  up  in 
his  native  village,  was  well  educated  both  in  the  public  schools  and 
also  as  a  student  in  the  Ohio  Northern  University  at  Ada,  and  began 
his  business  career  as  clerk  in  a  store,  and  he  also  worked  at  the  dock, 
and  learned  the  trade  or  vocation  of  fireman  and  bolster.  In  that,  as 
in  every  other  capacity,  he  proved  himself  a  skillful  and  reliable  work- 
man, though  on  reviewing  the  ten  years -spent  in  that  way  Mr.  Matt  feels 
that  much  of  the  time  was  practically  wasted,  or  that  at  least  he  was 
standing  still.  He  dates  the  beginning  of  his  productive  career  from 
1911,  when  he  assumed  active  management  of  the  Huron  Fish  Company. 

Mr.  Matt  was  married  at  Canal  Dover,  Ohio,  June  11,  1902,  to  Miss 
Ethel  L.  ililler,  wlio  was  born  iu  that  town  September  6,  1879,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  high  school  there  with  the  class  of  1897.  Her 
father,  Lemuel  W.  Miller,  born  at  Canal  Dover,  Ohio,  December  10, 
1842,  is  now  living  at  Canal  Dover.  For  many  years  he  and  his  father 
were  totally  identified  with  iron-ore  industry  in  Tuscarawas  County. 
Mr.  Miller's  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Birchfield,  was  born  at 
Canal  Dover  April  9,  1848,  and  died  September  1,  1901,  and  by  his 
second  marriage  he  has  a  son,  Clyde.  The  children  of  the  first  wife  still 
living  are  Mrs.  Matt;  Carl  J.,  of  Akron,  Ohio;  and  0.  S.,  of  Seattle, 
Washington. 
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air.  and  ilrs.  Matt  liave  one  child,  Lneile  E.,  born  July  17.  1903, 
and  now  showing  marked  capacity  as  a  student  in  the  graded  schools. 
Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Matt  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he 
is  SI  r\iii^-  as  vestryman.  Ho  has  taken  a  prominent  interest  in  the 
M:is(iiiir  Oiiici-,  and  has  passetl  a  number  of  degrees  in  both  the  York 
and  Scdttish  rites,  being  a  meiidjer  of  Mark  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Huron,  Oliio,  and  is  a  man  who  in  all  his  relations  has  stood  on  the  tirm 
ground  of  integrity  and  personal   linnor. 

fiiv  Bentley.  Now  living  virtually  retired  in  the  village  of  liir- 
iiiinghaiu,  Florence  Township,  after  many  years  of  close  and  successful 
ideiititication  with  the  ba.sic  industry  of  agriculture,  Ira  Bentley  is  a. 
sterling  and  popular  I'rpi-cscntative  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
families  of  Eric  f'liunty  and  is  still  the  owner  of  the  fine  old  homestead 
farm  on  which  Ins  i)atiM'nal  lirandfather  settled  upon  coming  to  this 
county,  about  a  decade  after  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812.  On  this 
ancestral  homestead,  which  was  obtained  by  his  grandfather  directly 
from  the  Government,  Ira  Bentley  was  born  on  the  25tli  of  December, 
1856,  and  he  is  a  son  of  John  Bentley,  Jr.,  who  was  born  on  the  same 
iiomestead,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1830. 

John  Bentley,  Sr.,  grandfather  of  him  whose  name  introduces  this 
article,  was  born  in  the  Slate  of  New  York,  on  the  20th  of  April,  1782, 
and  in  his  native  conimiinwcallli.  in  I  )crcinlier,  1818,  was  solenuiized 
his  marriage  to  ]\Iiss  Aima  I'arkn-,  wlmse  liiilli  occurred  in  that  state 
on  the  1st  of  September,  1792.  A  few  yrais  aft.T  ilic  rlose  of  the 
War  of  1812,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  .seccn,]  ,|r,a.|.'  of  tlic  nineteenth 
century,  John  Bentle.y,  Sr.,  came  with  his  wilV  and  cliildrcn,  the  lattei' 
being  then  three  or  four  in  nnmbri-,  from  the  old  Empire  State  to  Eric; 
County,  Ohio,  and  it  is  a  niatl.T  <,\'  raniily  record  that  the  long  overland 
.iourney  was  made  with  waunns  and  (ix  teams.  In  the  virgin  forest 
wilds  of  what  is  now  Fliii-cnrr  Tow  iisliip  .Inini  Bentley,  Sr.,  entered  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land  on  tlir  |nisini  Ivisl  Kixci-  Udad.  sn  designated  by  rea- 
son of  its  situation  on  tlir  rasi  side  nf  the  X'i'iiiiilion  River,  and  this 
pioneer  farm,  which  was  then  entirely  unimproved  and  in  a  section 
where  Indians  and  wild  game  were  in  evidence,  is  now  owned  by  him 
to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedicated,  the  place  being  endeared  to  him  by 
nian>-  liallnwrd  mciiKirics  and  assoriat  ions.  The  farm  comprises  150 
acirs,  and  its  iiii|Hd\ cinrnt  and  dc\clopnicnt  i-cpi-csent  the  work  of 
Ihivi-  uvncialioiis  of  til.'  faiiiil.x,  liis  I'atlici-  having'  sun-ceded  to  the  own- 
ershij)  of  tlic  pro|i(ity  and  he  himself  luninu'  conic  into  jxisscssiou  of 
the  homestead  as  the  rc| Ji-csentative  of  the  third  'generation.  It  is  now 
one  of  111.-  valualile  farms  of  the  county,  the  Ian, I  liciii;.;'  of  niniiipaircd 
fi-rtility  ami  nndci-  a  Ineh  state  of  cultivation,  anil  the  permanent 
impi-ovi'mcnts  bi-ing  of  substantial  and  attractive  order,  including  a  good 
lioiisc  of  nine  rooms,  now  occnpied  by  tin-  tenant  who  has  charge  of  the 
faiiii,  and  flu-  barn  being  30  by  68  feet  in  dimensions,  with  wiug-s  and 
wa'^oii  siii'ds  attached.  The  original  domicile  of  the  family  was  a  primi- 
tive I, re  lionse  of  the  type  common  to  the  pioneer  days,  and  John 
Jientle.v.  Sr.,  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons,  eallantly  carried  forward 
the  work  of  reclaiming  his  land,  it  havine  lieen  liis  privilege  to  aid  in 
the  progress  of  civic  and  industrial  aetisilics  in  l-^rie  Count.v  and  to 
have  become  a  siibstantial  and  influential  citizen  of  Morence  Township, 
where  he  continued  to  7'eside  on  his  home  farm  until  his  death,  wliich 
occurred  March  29,  1859,  his  widow  surviving  him  onlv  a  few  vears  and 
])eing  called  to  the  life  eternal  on  the  28th  of  April,  1862.  He  was  a 
lifelong  .su]iporter  of  the  principles  of  the  democratic  party,  and  his 
wife  held  member.ship  in  the  Christian  Church.     They  became  the  par- 
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ents  of  seven  ehildreu,  of  whom  brief  individual  record  is  given  in  the 
appended  paragraph : 

I'hoebe  Ann  became  the  wife  of  James  Wood  and  died  without 
issue,  though  she  and  her  husband  liad  one  adopted  child,  who  likewise 
is  now  deceased.  Andromeda  married  Silas  Dunham,  and  both  were 
i-esidents  of  the  State  of  ^lichigau  at  the  time  of  their  death.  Of  their 
ehildreu,  only  one  is  now  living.  Parker  continued  to  be  engaged  iu 
farming  in  Florence  Township  until  his  death,  and  further  mention  of 
him  is  made  on  other  pages,  iu  the  sketch  dedicated  to  his  son,  George  P. 
James,  the  next  in  didcr  of  birth,  died  iu  infancy.  Margaret  became 
the  wife  of  l>i-.  Mus.s  Trumbull,  and  they  continued  their  residence  in 
Ohio  until  their  dciiili,  all  of  their  children  likewise  being  now  deceased. 
Anna  became  the  wife  of  Ebenezer  Hopkins,  and  both  died  in  Florence 
Township,  this  county.  They  were  survived  by  four  children,  of  whom 
two  are  still  living.  John,  Jr.,  the  youngest  of  the  seven  children,  was 
the  father  of  Ira  Bentley,  subject  of  this  review. 

John  Bentley,  Jr.,  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  pioneer 
farm  which  was  the  place  of  his  nativity,  was  educated  iu  the  primitive 
schools  of  the  locality  and  period,  these  having  been  largely  maintained 
on  the  suljscription  plan,  and  he  continued  to  reside  on  the  old  home- 
stead until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  26th  of  April,  1910.  After 
the  deatli  of  liis  parents  he  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs 
and  thus  suciii  .lid  to  the  ownei-ship  of  the  home  farm,  upou  which 
he  made  unniy  improvements.  For  many  years  he  held  precedence  as 
one  of  the  progressive,  energetic  and  successful  representatives  of  the 
agricultural  industry  in  his  native  county,  where  his  sterling  character 
and  worthy  achievement  gave  him  secure  place  in  popular  confidence 
and  esteem.  He  was  unswerving  in  his  allegiance  to  the  democratic 
party,  but  had  no  desire  to  enter  the  arena  of  practical  politics  or  to 
become  a  candidate  for  political  ofSce. 

In  Florence  Township  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  John  Bentley, 
Jr.,  to  Miss  Jane  A.  Miller,  who  was  born  in  New  York  City  on  the 
18th  of  Slarch,  1832.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  U.  and  Esther 
(Krantz)  Miller,  who  came  from  their  native  State  of  New  York  and 
numbered  themselves  among  the  pioneer  settlers  in  the  present  Town- 
ship of  Florence,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  both 
passing  away  after  the  middle  period  of  life  and  Mrs.  Miller  having 
survived  her  husband  by  a  few  years.  They  became  the  parents  of 
nine  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  of  the  number,  five  are  still  living. 
Mrs.  Bentley  proved  a  trae  helpmeet  to  her  husband  and  was  a  loving 
and  devoted  wife  and  mother.  She  preceded  her  husband  to  the  life 
eternal,  her  death  having  occurred  on  the  11th  of  July,  1904.  Of  the 
two  children,  Ira,  of  tliis  skitrh.  was  tlie  younger,  and  the  elder  child, 
Ellen,  who  was  born  Ahiv  .in.  isTiri,  du.d  on  the  23d  of  January,  1864. 

Ira  Bentley  ac(iiiiri(i  his  early  (•(lucation  in  the  common  schools  of 
Florence  Township  and  was  closel.y  associated  with  the  work  of  the  home 
farm  from  his  early  youth  until  the  autumn  of  1912,  when  he  retired 
from  the  active  labors  and  responsibilities  that  had  long  engrossed  his 
attention  and  removed  to  the  Village  of  Birmingham,  where  he  lias 
since  owned  and  occupied  an  attractive  residence  of  eleven  rooms,  the 
same  occupying  a  large  lot,  with  a  frontage  of  sixty-six  feet  on  Main 
Street.  Mr.  Bentley,  as  the  one  surviving  rliild,  inln'riti-il  the  old  home- 
stead farm,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  thai  lie  still  ictaiiis  possession 
of  the  same.  He  has  always  taken  lively  interest  in  all  that  concerned 
the  welfare  of  his  native  township  and  eountj-  and  has  been  loyal  and 
public-spirited  as  a  citizen.  He  served  two  terms  as  trustee  of  Florence 
Township  and  for  a  numljer  of  years  as  township  assessor,  hLs  political 
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support  being  given  to  tlic  (Iciiiii'-ratie  party.    He  was  formerly  aiSliated 

with   the   IVuightS   of   tllr    Mar.alicrS. 

In  Florence  Towiishiji,  when  a  yonng  man,  ilr.  Bentley  wedded  Miss 
Olivia  Partello,  who  was  born  in  Graiinl  ('(Hiiity,  Midiigan,  on  the  20th 
of  August,  1860,  and  who  was  thnv  ivaiv.l  and  rdiirated,  her  parents, 
Phineas  and  Amelia  (Whipple)  Paitclln.  Iia\iiiu  been  early  settlers  of 
that  county.  Her  father  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  her 
mother  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  their  marriage  having  been 
solemnized  in  Clinton  County,  Michigan.  They  removed  to  Gratiot 
County  and  IxM-amr  cai'ly  settlers  near  the  jircsent  thriving  little  City 
of  St.  Louis,  tlic  iiii1i'(i|Milis  iif  the  count  \,  wliciv  Mr.  Partello  reclaimed 
a  farm  from  thr  fmvst  and  bi/caiur  a  pi'i>.s|ii-nius  agi-iculturist  and  intiu- 
cntial  citizen.  He  was  born  October  7,  1818,  and  died  on  the  4th  of 
Aiiuust,  1895,  one  of  the  venerable  and  honored  pioneers  of  Gratiot 
( "oniity.  His  wife  was  born  November  28,  1821,  and  pas.sed  to  eternal 
rest  on  the  26th  of  September,  1906.  Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  Mr.  Partello  was  a  staunch  advocate  of  the  cause  of  the 
republican  party. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bentley  have  three  children — Gertrude  A.,  who  was 
born  July  27,  1880 ;  John  Bentley  III,  who  was  born  February  27,  1SS2 ; 
and  Leona  M.,  who  was  born  December  8,  1901.  The  daughter  was 
afforded  the  advantages  of  the  excellent  public  schools  of  her  native 
county,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Burke,  a  representative  mer- 
chant of  Bcllevue,  Huron  County,  where  Mrs.  Burke  herself  conducts 
a  prosperous  millinery  business.  They  have  one  child,  Vivian,  who  was 
born  in  1900.  John  Bentley  III  supplemented  the  discipline  of  the 
]uil)lic  schools  Iw  an  effective  course  in  Oberlin  Business  College,  in 
wliirh  institutioil  he  was  uraihiati'd  as  a  innnber  of  the  class  of  1908. 
Ill'  is  nnw  srrivlarv  <d'  li.itli  tlir  S.  |;.  j-'JI,-  ( 'ninpany  and  the  Cleveland 
Salt  (Ciupanv.  nii|ioi1ant  industi'iaj  eoiieerns  in  the  City  of  Cleveland. 
He  married  .Miss  Louise  lleimsath  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Cath- 
erine. Miss  Leona  M.  Bentley  remains  at  the  parental  home  and  is  a 
member  of  the  cla.ss  of  1916  in  the  Birmingham  High  School. 

Charles  A.  Blair.  During  his  long  residence  in  Erie  County  and 
Florence  Township,  Charles  A.  Blair  from  modest  beginnings  has  drawn 
around  him  for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  his  later  years  such  sub- 
stantial rnni|Mnsations  as  a  fine  farm  and  its  improvements,  the  credit 
for  having'  cnnti-ilmted  to  the  general  development  of  the  community, 
and  the  cDnliileiici'  and  good  will  of  his  fellow-citizens.  The  homestead 
which  lie  and  his  l:i)(I(1  wife  have  occupied  since  their  marriage  is  located 
along  the  \'eriiiiliiiu  River.  As  an  agricultiarist  Mr.  Blair  has  deservedly 
prospered.  He  represents  some  of  the  oldest  stork  of  citizenship  found 
in  this  part  of  Ohio,  and  the  people  of  his  relationsiii|i  lia\e  always  been 
among  the  substantial  members  of  any  community  w  here  tliey  have  lived. 

A  native  of  Florence  Township,  Charles  A.  Blair  was  born  on  his 
father's  farm  north  of  Birmingham,  September  8,  1868.  His  parents 
were  Albert  and  Eliza  J.  (Graves)  Blair.  His  father  was  born  in  the 
same  township,  April  .3,  1843,  and  is  now  living  quietly  retired  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  in  Vermilion  Village.  All  his  active  life  he  spent 
as  a  farmer,  and  his  name  has  always  been  mentioned  with  respect  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  Albert  Blair  was  a  son  of  John  and  Ann  (Bcatty'i 
Blair,  the  former  a  native  of  ilas.sachusetts  and  the  latter  of  New  York 
State.  The.y  were  married  in  New  York,  and  after  two  children  had 
been  born  they  took  passage  on  a  vessel  at  Buffalo,  and  coming  up  the 
lakes,  landed  at  Lorain,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1836.  John  Blair  had  learned 
the  trade  of  cooper,  and  brought  with  him  to  Ohio  a  small  equipment 
of  tools  and  supplies.     On  reaching  Loi'ain  he  had  onlv  a  few  cents  in 
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his  pocket,  and  faced  a  strange  community  with  undaunted  courage 
and  had  soon  made  himself  a  respected  worker  and  citizen.  Accom- 
pan.ying  John  Blair  and  his  wife  wer^  the  former's  parents,  Calvin  and 
Prances  (Terrell)  Blair.  After  landing  at  Lorain,  John  Blair  moved 
into  Florence  Township,  locating  a  mile  and  a  half  north  of  Birming- 
ham, and  there  he  set  up  a  shop  and  started  to  work  at  his  trade  as  a 
cooper.  He  also  bought  a  home,  and  his  parents  lived  with  him  until 
they  passed  away.  For  some  j^ears  John  Blair  followed  his  trade  and 
also  improved  a  fine  farm  of  124  acres,  and  eventually  gave  all  his 
attention  to  its  management.  He  died  there  ]\Iay  31,  1895,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-nine,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1884  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five.  It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  .these  good  people  to  say  that  they 
contributed  much  to  the  improvement  of  their  part  of  the  township. 
They  were  hard-working  and  God-fearing  people,  were  closely  identified 
with  the  local  Baptist  ( 'hnrdi  as  long  as  it  existed,  but  after  the  number 
of  the  sorict)  ilrrliiiiil  until  a  chiireh  could  no  longer  be  supported,  they 
became  alli'iidaiits  iif  ilic  Aid limlist  Epi.seopal  Church.  John  Blair  was 
first  a  whig  and  later  a  republican,  and  in  liis  life  exemplified  many  of 
the  best  qualities  of  the  pioneer.  He  had  cstalilished  liis  home  in  Flor- 
ence Township  before  the  Vermilion  Road  was  hi  id  out. 

In  the  home  which  had  been  established  by  his  father  at  that  early 
date  Albert  A.  Blair  grew  up,  and  after  his  marriage  took  up  farming 
as  his  occupation.  He  located  on  a  place  near  the  old  home,  and  in 
the  course  of  his  active  career  gave  many  improvements  to  his  farm 
of  sixty-three  acres.  In  1908  he  sold  out,  and  he  and  his  wife  have 
since  lived  retired  in  Vermilion.  He  followed  auctioneering  for  many 
years.  Albert  Blair  has  long  been  an  active  republican  in  his  part  of  the 
county,  has  held  the  ofSce  of  trustee  and  assessor  of  his  township,  and 
in  every  relation  has  given  a  good  account  of  him.self.  During  the 
exciting  period  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1862,  and  served  about  three 
years,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged.  His  wife,  Eliza  Graves,  is 
a  daughter  of  ilartin  L.  and  Jane  (Johnston)  Graves,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  York  State  and  of  Massachusetts  parents,  and  the  latter 
of  Pennsylvania.  After  their  marriage  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  lived  in 
Erie  County,  New  York,  where  he  conducted  a  woolen  factory,  and  on 
moving  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  bought  a  farm  in  Florence  Township, 
where  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  rest  of  their  days.  He  was  l)nrn  in 
1812  and  died  in  1890,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  few  years  liis  junior, 
died  in  1887.  They  were  active  members  of  the  :\relli(Hli-,t  llpiscopal 
Church,  in  which  he  served  as  an  official,  and  p(ililicall\  ln'  was  identi- 
fied with  the  whig  and  republican  parties.  The  genealogies  of  both  the 
Blair  and  Graves  families  have  been  fully  traced  out  and  the  record 
of  the  various  generations  can  be  found  in  published  form. 

The  oldest  in  a  family  of  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  living  except  two,  and  all  married  except  the  youngest  son,  Charles 
A.  Blair  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm  in  Florence  Township,  gained  his 
education  in  the  local  schools,  and  has  found  a  contented  and  u.seful 
career  in  the  vocation  of  agriculture.  He  was  married  in  Vermilion 
Township  to  ^liss  Emma  E.  Gegenhimer.  She  was  born  in  that  locality 
December  16.  1869.  Both  she  and  Mr.  Blair  were  students  at  the  same 
time  in  the  old  school  at  Axtel.  Her  parents  were  Phillip  and  Catherine 
(Miller)  Gegenhimer,  both  natives  of  Germany.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Baden,  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  locating  in 
Lorain  County,  and  his  parents  followed  him  to  America.  Mrs.  Gegen- 
himer was  brought  to  this  country  when  only  one  year  of  age,  her  par- 
ents locating  in  Brownhelm  Township  of  Lorain  County,  where  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gegenhimer  married,  and  subsequently  located  on  a  farm  in  Berlin 


938  HLSTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

Township  of  Erie  County.  Mr.  Gegeuliimer  died  in  1898  at  the  age 
of  sixty,  and  his  widow,  who  is  nine  years  younger  than  her  husband, 
is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  of  sixty-four  acres,  which  is  under 
the  management  of  her  two  sons. 

After  their  marriage  JMr.  and  Mrs.  Blair  located  on  a  good  farm  of 
101  acres  along  the  Vermilion  River,  in  Florence  Township.  They  have 
brought  this  under  complete  cultivation,  have  added  many  improve- 
ments, and  their  principal  industry  has  been  dairy  farming. 

The  home  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blair  comprises  three  children. 
Waldo  T.,  born  August  20,  1803,  was  educated  in  the  Birmingham  High 
School  and  is  still  at  home.  Merwyn  Hayden,  born  March  31,  1900,  is 
now  attending  high  school,  and  Elton  Roosevelt,  born  April  5,  1906, 
is  in  the  gi-ammar  S(  Imols.  As  the  name  of  his  youngest  child  would 
indicate,  Mr.  Blair  is  :i  ivimlilican,  and  while  never  seeking  office,  has 
proved  himself  a  valuahlf  iiii'iiil»r  of  the  community.  He  and  his  wife 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Birmingham. 

Alfred  K.  Barnes.  A  career  of  steadfast  industi-y  has  had  its  u-sual 
and  merited  reward  in  tlic  case  of  Alfred  K.  Barnes,  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  and  sulistaiitial  farmer  citizens  of  Florence  Township. 
His  home  is  on  Riiial  Knute  No.  2  out  of  Wakeman,  and  most  of  his 
early  life  was  spent  in  Wakeman  Township  of  Huron  County,  and  part 
of  his  farm  extends  over  into  that  county.  He  has  lived  so  eifectively 
as  to  gain  prosperity  and  contentment,  and  represents  some  of  the  ster- 
ling English  stock  which  has  l)een  so  prominent  in  the  development  and 
settlement  of  this  .section  of  Ohio. 

Born  at  Royalton,  in  Lorain  County,  February  23,  1855,  Alfred  K. 
Barnes  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Heith)  Barnes.  Both  parents 
were  born  near  London,  England,  his  father  in  1820  and  his  mother  in 
1827.  Both  were  of  families  of  farmers,  and  in  the  early  days  they 
pai-ticipated  in  the  mrtlinds  df  hnsliandry  (■ni|)loyed  in  the  old  country. 
The  father  rcajird  t:iain  with  a  si.klr.  ami  his  wife  spent  many  days 
in  the  harvest  liclds  binding  nji  tlic  rnt  -jrain.  During  their  married 
life  in  England  three  children  wtfc  lioin.  Williani.  (  liai'Ics  and  Thomas. 
The  last  was  only  a  few  months  old  wli.  n  tlic  family  slaiMcd  I'nr  America 
in  1852.  They  took  passage  on  a  sailing  \csscl  at  Livcrimol.  were  six 
weeks  in  making  the  voyage  to  New  York  City,  and  after  some  months 
they  came  on  West  and  settled  at  Royalton,  in  Lorain  County.  While 
living  there  two  more  children  were  born,  Elizabeth  and  Alfred  K. 
AiiiMil  lsr)7  tbc  t'atliii-  bi-iinuld  bis  family  to  Camden,  in  Lorain  County, 
rcnti'd  farms  in  tlial  b)cality  fnr  srvci'al  years,  but  later  bought  130 
acres  in  Wak-cman  'I'liwiisliip  <if  Union  County.  That  was  the  jierma- 
neut  home  of  the  Barnes  family,  and  after  a  career  of  well-merited 
prosperity  the  father  died  there  in  1893.  The  mother,  who  pas.sed  away 
in  1911,  was  a  wonum  of  wonderful  physical  vigor  and  is  said  to  have 
never  been  sick  a  day  in  bir  life  until  her  final  illness.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Wakeman  ('(miiregational  Church,  and  in  polities  he  was  a 
republican.  A  briif  icionj  of  all  their  children  is  as  follows:  William, 
who  is  a  farmer  in  T(i\\nsiii<l  Towiisbip  of  Huron  County,  is  married 
and  has  two  sons  ami  thiTr  ilani;hti  rs;  Cliarles  died  in  Wakeman  Town- 
ship after  his  marriage,  leaving-  two  sons  and  two  dughters;  Thomas,  who 
is  a  resident  of  Camden  Township,  in  Lorain  Count.y,  has  been  twice 
married,  having  a  son  and  daughter  by  his  first  wife  and  a  daughter 
by  his  second ;  Elizabeth  is  tlie  widow  of  C.  D.  Bacon,  who  was  a  farmer 
in  Wakeman  Township,  and  she  still  lives  there  and  is  the  mother  of 
two  daughters ;  the  next  in  order  of  age  is  Alfred  K. ;  George  is  a  farmer 
in  Wakeman  Townsliip,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Braley  has  two 
sons  and   two  daughtci-s;   Edward,   a   resident  of  Townsend   Townsliip. 
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has  four  sons  and  a  daughter;  Fred,  who  as  a  farmer  occupies  the  old 
homestead  in  Wakeman  Township,  is  married,  but  has  no  children. 

It  was  on  the  old  home  in  Wakeman  Township  that  Alfred  K. 
Barnes  grew  to  manhood,  combiniiiu  llic  .h  I  vantages  of  the  local  schools 
with  the  salutary  discipline  of  fnim  diitics  and  responsibilities.  He 
was  married  in  that  town.ship  to  Mi.s.s  Nctlie  R.  Erswell.  She  was  born 
in  Wakeman  Township,  and  was  reared  and  educated  there.  Her 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Mary  J.  Walden  Erswell.  Her  father  was 
also  a  native  of  England,  coming  to  the  United  States  when  a  boy  with 
his  parents  who  spi-nl  I  In-  nst  of  their  lives  in  Huron  County,  and  he 
grew  up  there  ami  inaiiii^il  .Miss  Walden,  who  was  a  native  of  Huron 
County.  By  trade  ^Ir.  J'^rsucll  was  a  carpenter  and  house  builder, 
and  after  constructing  his  last  house  in  Wakeman  Township  died  in 
1872  when  in  middle  life.  His  widow  is  still  living  in  Huron  County, 
and  is  now  .seventy  years  of  age. 

It  was  in  1892  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  moved  to  Florence  Town- 
ship, and  here  for  the  past  twenty-three  years  they  have  steadily 
advanced  in  material  prosperity.  His  homestead  comprises  forty  acres 
in  Florence  Township,  with  forty  acres  adjoining  in  Wakeman  Town- 
ship of  Huron  County.  All  the  laoid  is  well  improved,  and  his  build- 
ings are  especially  creditable  to  liis  ciitei-pi'ise  and  ability  as  a  home- 
maker.  He  has  a  large  and  conilnrhiMc  ci^lit  room  house,  its  white 
front  set  in  the  midst  of  green  livis,  and  also  has  a  large  basement 
barn  32  by  40  feet  and  other  bnjl(liiii;s  Deeded  for  the  care  of  his  stock 
and  crops.  Besides  the  enlli\  atioii  ami  productions  of  his  home  place 
Mr.  Barnes  does  an  extensixr  liusim  ss  in  the  buying  and  shipping  of 
wool,  and  also  buys  and  sliijjs  large  ((uautities  of  general  stock. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  are  both  members  of  the  Congr(<;ational 
Church.  They  have  one  son,  Charles  Alfred,  who  was  born  .Ma\-  ;i-'!, 
1874,  graduated  from  the  Wakeman  High  School,  and  (juite  early  in 
life  entered  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  beginning  as  a 
ditch  laborer,  and  working  up  Tintil  he  is  now  head  oiJerator  in  the 
main  office  at  Cleveland.  He  mai'ried  Bess  E.  Balford  of  Brunswick, 
Ohio,  and  their  two  daughters  ai'e  named  Dorothy  and  Dora.  Both 
Mr.  Barnes  and  his  son  are  active  republicans  in  politics,  and  while 
the  father  is  a  memlu-r  of  the  Knights  of  the  ilaccabees  at  Cleveland 
his  son  is  affiliated  with  the  ^Masonic  fraternity. 

Delbert  E.  Willi.vms.  During  nearly  all  the  years  since  Erie 
County  was  a  pioneer  country  some  member  of  the  Williams  family 
has  been  actively  identified  with  its  development,  especially  in  agricul- 
tural lines.  As  a  family  they  have  possessed  qualities  of  exceptional 
industry,  rugged  integrity,  and  that  enterprise  which  produces  good 
farms  and  good  homes  as  well  as  good  people. 

On  the  third  jreni'iation  that  has  lived  in  Erie  County,  Delbert  E. 
Williams  has  made  liis  sneeess  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  He 
is  known  in  that  eaiiaeity  all  over  Milan  Township,  where  he  occupies 
a  fine  farm  of  2G0  aeres,  and  operates  ninety-seven  acres  in  addition 
to  the  homestead.  None  of  this  land  is  further  than  a  mile  and  a  half 
northeast  of  Milan  Village,  and  is  located  on  the  Huron  Road.  Mr. 
Williams  owns  what  has  long  been  known  as  the  Michael  Schafer  Farm, 
and  has  cultivated  its  generous  and  fertile  acres  for  the  past  fourteen 
years.  Among  improvements  should  be  mentioned  two  large  barns,  a 
corn  crib  30x50  feet,  a  combined  tool  shop  and  ice  house,  and  every- 
thing about  the  farm  indicates  thrifty  and  efficient  management.  Mr. 
Williams  pursues  a  rotation  plan  of  crop  growing,  and  raises  all  the 
staple  grains,  but  for  several  years  has  specialized  in  sweet  corn.     He 
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also  raises  large  amounts  of  potatoes,  usuallj'  about  twenty  acres  each 
year. 

His  home  has  been  in  Erie  County  all  his  life.  A  short  distance 
east  of  his  present  residence  in  Milan  Township  he  was  born  on  No- 
vember 13,  1867,  and  grew  up  and  received  his  education  in  this 
locality,  being  a  graduate  of  the  Milan  Normal  School.  One  experience 
of  his  earlier  years  was  teaching  six  terms  in  Erie  County.  Later  he 
settled  down  to  his  real  career  as  a  farmer,  and  his  success  in  that 
vocation  can  be  judged  by  the  high  opinion  his  neighbors  have  of  him 
and  liy  such  brief  statistics  as  have  already  been  reported. 

The  Williams  family  came  from  Pennsylvania.  His  grandfather, 
John  Williams,  was  born  in  that  state,  but  quite  early  in  life  came 
to  Ohio  and  married  Mary  Pittenger  of  Richland  County.  Several 
children  were  born  to  them  while  they  lived  in  Richland  County,  and 
from  there  in  October,  1843,  they  moved  to  Erie  County,  locating  on  a 
farm  on  the  Berlin  Road  in  jMilau  Township.  That  farm  even  to  this 
day  is  known  as  the  John  Williams  Place,  though  for  several  years  he 
has  lived  retired  in  Milan  Village.  His  farm  comprised  125  acres. 
He  has  reached  the  remarkable  age  of  almost  a  century,  and  on  No- 
vember 4,  1915,  if  he  is  spared,  will  celebrate  his  ninety-ninth  birthday. 
He  is  well  known  all  over  the  township  not  only  on  account  of  his 
venerable  years,  but  for  the  worthy  influence  which  he  has  exercised  in 
this  locality  continuously  for  more  than  seven  decades.  His  wife  died 
at  their  country  home  in  Milan  Township  in  1896,  and  was  then  quite 
old.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  John 
Williams  is  a  strong  republican,  having  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  the  whig  president,  William  Henry  Harrison.  In  earlier  years  he 
was  honored  with  such  offices  as  township  trustee  and  other  places 
of  trust. 

Peter  Williams,  father  of  Delbert  E.,  was  born  in  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  a  short  time  before  the  family  moved  to  Erie  County.  As  a  boy 
he  attended  local  schools  and  the  old  Huron  Institute  at  Milan,  and 
early  adapted  the  vocation  of  farming.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
lived  just  east  of  the  Hardin  A.  Tucker  farm  in  Milan  Township,  and 
effected  numerous  improvements  to  that  estate,  but  later  bought  the 
farm  of  his  wife's  father,  the  Michael  Sehafer  place,  which  is  now 
owned  by  Delbert  E.  Williams.  Peter  AVilliiims  linnlly  retired  to  Milan 
Village  and  died  there  in  May,  1904.  He  is  il.siiving  of  remembrance 
as  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  of  good  judgincnt  in  business  affairs,  and 
a  citizen  who  stood  for  the  best  things  in  the  community.  He  was  a 
strong  republican,  and  served  for  some  time  as  trustee  of  the  township. 

Peter  Williams  married  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  Sarah  A.  Sehafer, 
the  daughter  of  Michael  Sehafer.  Mrs.  Williams  was  born  September 
3,  1855,  in  Seneca  County,  New  York,  and  died  at  Milan  August  1,  1893. 
She  was  quite  young  when  brought  to  Erie  County,  and  was  carefully 
reared  and  trained  by  her  parents.  After  her  marriage  she  proved  a 
devoted  wife  and  mother  and  reared  five  children  who  did  her  honor 
and  all  of  whom  married  and  became  heads  of  families. 

The  second  in  the  family  of  children,  Delbert  E.  AVilliams,  has  for 
many  years  been  an  effective  worker  among  the  farming  class  of  Milan 
Township.  He  first  married  Amelia  Heimberger.  She  was  born  at 
Cedar  Point  May  16,  1868,  and  died  at  the  home  in  Milan  Township, 
August  13,  1904'  Of  this  union  the  oldest  child  is  Peter  H.,  who  was 
born  December  16,  1891,  was  educated  at  Milan,  and  is  now  assisting 
his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm.  G.  Fred,  the  next  in  age, 
was  born  January  4,  1893,  studied  in  the  Milan  High  School,  and  is 
still  living  at  home.     Sarah   L.,   born   August  28,   1894,   finished  her 
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education  in  Milan  and  in  Collingwood,  Ohio,  took  a  course  in  the  San- 
dusky Business  College  and  is  now  a  stenographer  at  Unionville,  Ohio. 
Morley,  the  youngest,  was  born  March  16,  1896,  and  has  completed  his 
education  in  the  local  schools  and  is  still  at  home.  All  these  young 
people  were  carefully  trained  and  possess  habits  and  talents  which  will 
take  them  far  in  their  respective  spheres  of  activity. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Williams  was  married  in  Milan 
Township  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Weilnau.  She  was  born  in  Oxford  Town- 
ship, November  18,  1876,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  Weilnau.  More 
extended  refcrfncc  i,s  made  to  the  Weilnau  family  on  other  pages  of  this 
work.  Mr.  and  .Mis.  W  illiams  have  two  daughters:  Dorothy  M.,  born 
August  4,  19UII.  and  luiw  in  the  fourth  grade  of  the  public  schools; 
and  Mary  E.,  born  fJctober  22,  1910.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  attend 
the  Methodist  Ejiiscopal  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  and 
he  served  one  term  as  township  trustee. 

Peter  Robertson.  One  of  the  sources  of  industrial  prosperity  in 
Florence  Township  are  the  stone  quarries  operated  by  The  Cleveland 
Stone  Company.  The  presiding  genius  of  this  industry  is  Peter  Robert- 
son, who  for  twenty-three  years  has  been  superintendent,  and  not  only 
has  an  assured  business  position  but  is  also  a  citizen  of  many  esteemed 
characteristics  and  is  the  head  of  one  of  the  excellent  families  in  that 
locality. 

The  stone  quarries  now  under  the  superintendency  of  Mr.  Robert- 
son constitute  an  old  industry  in  tliis  township.  They  were  originally 
opened  on  the  east  side  of  the  Vermilion  River  in  1877  by  the  firm  of 
Nichols  &  ]Miller,  who  conducted  them  until  1887.  In  that  year  The 
Cleveland  Stone  rmnpany  was  organized  and  bought  this  property,  but 
it  was  left  unwdikr.i  until  1>!)2.  In  that  year  the  company  turned 
them  over  to  SuiMrintcndcnt  Robertson,  who  reopened  the  quarries 
and  worked  them  out.  In  1902  the  company  acquired  a  large  tract  of 
land  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  Mr.  Robertson  began  the  develop- 
ment of  these  quarries  in  August,  1903.  He  has  since  made  this  a  large 
and  profitable  industry,  and  keeps  from  sixteen  to  twenty  men 
employed  in  the  quarries,  with  an  annvuil  production  of  about  20,000 
cubic  feet  of  stone.  With  the  exception  of  brief  intervals  these  quarries 
have  been  in  regular  operation  for  many  years.  The  quarries  are 
located  on  the  property  known  as  the  old  Dr.  Turnbull  estate,  and 
comprises  about  fifty  acres  of  land.  Mr.  Robertson  bought  the  old 
quarry  property  of  fifty-one  acres,  known  as  the  Wood  Farm. 

Mr.  Robertson  came  to  Florence  Township  from  North  Amherst, 
Ohio,  where  he  had  been  connected  with  The  Cleveland  Stone  Com- 
pany's business  as  a  quarryman  one  year,  and  as  derrick  boss  for  three 
years.  He  is  a  quarryman  of  many  years'  experience,  and  his  work  at 
Amherst  had  so  commended  him  to  the  confidence  of  the  company, 
that  he  was  given  full  charge  of  the  quarries  in  Florence  Township 
when  made  superintendent.  He  comes  of  a  family  which  has  furni.shed 
many  workers  in  the  stone  industry,  and  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land, April  3,  1858.  He  was  reared  and  educated  there,  leai-ned  the 
trade  of  quarryman,  and  was  already  an  expert  workman  when  he 
came  to  America. 

His  grandfather,  James  Robertson,  was  born  in  1794,  and  married 
Jeannette  Smith,  who  was  born  in  1799.  They  spent  all  their  lives 
about  Edinburgh,  where  the  grandfather  died  in  1849  and  the  grand- 
mother in  1874.  They  were  strict  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  that  has  been  the  family  religion  thi-ough  all  the  generations. 
Among  their  children  was  Peter  Robertson,  Sr.,  who  was  born  March 
25,  1828,  and  died  September  13,  1899.     For  forty-nine  years  he  was 
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employed  iu  a  carpet  factory  in  Edinburgh,  was  promoted  to  different 
grades  of  the  service,  and  was  finally  pensioned  and  allowed  to  spend 
his  last  years  in  retirement.  He  married  Grace  Christie,  who  was  born 
in  the  same  part  of  Scotland  July  12,  1828,  and  died  October  29,  1907. 
Both  were  reared  and  all  their  lives  were  faithful  to  the  strict  tenets 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  their  family  of  eleven  children  Peter 
was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  Most  of  them  grew  up,  married  and 
had  families  of  their  own.  Only  two  of  the  children  came  to  the 
United  States,  one  of  them  being  Peter  Robertson,  and  the  other  his 
sister,  Grace,  the  wife  of  John  JMcQueeu,  and  they  live  at  Pittsburg, 
Kansas,  and  have  quite  a  large  family  of  children. 

Peter  Robertson  grew  up  at  Edinburgh,  learned  his  trade  as  a 
quarryman  there,  was  married  in  that  country  in  1878  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Armstrong.  She  was  born  near  Edinburgh,  May  7,  1859,  and  attended 
the  same  school  as  her  husband.  Her  parents  were  Thomas  and  Agnes 
(McKenzie)  Armstrong,  both  natives  of  Scotland.  Her  father  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  and  her  mother  at  fifty-five.  They  were  also 
of  the  Presbyterian  faith.  ]\Irs.  Robertson  is  the  only  one  of  their 
eight  children  who  came  to  America. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  had  twelve  children  born  into  their  home, 
and  a  brief  record  of  them  is  as  follows:  Agnes,  bom  June  23,  1879, 
is  the  wife  of  George  Bruce,  who  occupies  the  Robertson  farm  on  the 
east  side  of  Vex'milion  River,  and  their  children  are  named  Peter,  Rob- 
ert, Mary,  Grace,  Stanley,  Glenn  and  Hugh  James,  five  of  whom  are 
attending  school.  Peter,  who  was  the  third  in  as  many  successive  gen- 
erations to  bear  that  name,  was  born  August  25,  1880,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 5,  1880.  Christie  Grace,  born  November  19,  1881,  married  Charles 
Barton,  an  electrician  living  at  Elyvin,  mid  they  have  a  son,  Lloyd,  now 
in  school.  Thomas  was  buin  Ahnrli  s.  is^l.  and  died  December  22, 
1884.  Jane,  born  June  2(i.  1^S(;,  ,|ir,|  1 ),  rrmlirr  10,  1887.  John  Arm- 
strong, born  November  0,  l^ss,  Hm-s  at  Oljc-riiu,  and  by  his  marriage  to 
Winifred  Jenkins  has  a  ilau'/liiir,  Vivian  E.  Elizabeth  Margaret,  born 
August  31,  1890,  niaiiicil  Anliie  McDowell,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Hen- 
rietta Township  of  Lorain  County,  and  they  have  two  children,  Clifton 
and  Clyde.  James  George,  born  November  1,  1892,  is  his  father's  active 
assistant  in  farming.  Hugh  Brown,  born  April  16,  1895,  has  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter  and  is  still  living  at  home.  Duncan  William, 
born  February  25,  1898,  is  now  a  student  in  the  high  school  at  Birming- 
ham. Donald  L.,  born  July  24,  1902,  is  now  in  the  seventh  grade  of 
the  public  schools.  Ronald  A.,  a  twin  brother  of  Donald,  died  Decem- 
ber 28,  1902.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  and  family  are  all  working 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat. 
He  took  his  first  three  degrees  in  IMasomy  in  Scotland,  in  Roslyu  St. 
Clair  Lodge  No.  606,  and  later  demitted  to  Stoningtou  Lodge  No.  503 
at  North  Amherst,  and  is  also  affiliated  with  AVakeman  Chapter  No. 
177,  R.  A.  M.  In  1890  he  became  a  member  of  Phoenix  Tent  No.  42 
of  the  Knights  of  the  ^Maccabees,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Wakeman 
Tent  No.  93. 

Werner  Sciiafer.  A  successful  general  farmer  on  the  Butler 
Road  in  Florence  Township,  Mr.  Schafer  has  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  Erie  County,  and  during  his  active  career  has  been  in!5tru- 
niental  in  improving  a  farm,  has  brought  into  his  community  the 
influence  of  good,  rugged  character  and  moral  attributes,  and  is  one 
of  the  highly  e.steemed  men  of  this  rural  community. 

The  Schafer  liomestead  of  seventy-one  acres  is  located  on  the  east 
branch  of  Vermilion  River.  Nearly  all  of  its  acres  are  thoroiighly 
iiiiprovi'd,    mid    Mr.    Sciiafer  takes   justifiable   pride    in   the   fine   crops 
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which  grow  up  under  his  hands  season  after  season,  and  also  in  the 
excellent  stock,  horses,  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep,  which  feed  on  his  pastures 
and  are  housed  in  his  substantial  barn.  His  home  is  a  large  nine-room 
house,  with  a  barn  nearly  new  and  built  on  a  foundation  34  by  60  feet. 
He  also  has  an  orchard  of  an  acre  planted  quite  recently.  All  these 
improvements  are  the  result  of  Mr.  Schafer's  thrift  and  industry  and 
he  has  many  reasons  to  furnish  him  satisfaction  while  looking  back 
over  his  careei-. 

Werner  Scliafer  was  born  in  Corhessen,  Germany,  October  28,  1852. 
His  parents  were  Johannes  and  Margaret  (Stripple)  Schafer,  who  were 
natives  of  the  same  province,  the  families  having  lived  there  as  farmers 
for  a  number  of  generations.  Both  pai-ents  died  when  past  seventy, 
and  w^ere  lifelong  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

Growing  up  and  receiving  his  education  in  his  native  province,  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  Werner  Schafer  started  out  to  make  a  home  in  the 
New  World.  In  1867  in  company  with  his  uncle  Werner  Stripple,  he 
set  out  from  Bremen  on  a  sailing  vessel,  the  Emerald,  and  after  twenty- 
one  days  landed  in  New  York  City.  Prom  there  he  went  West  to 
Buffalo,  and  lived  with  his  uncle's  family  until  his  uncle  and  aunt 
died.  After  three  years  there,  he  came  to  the  home  of  another  uncle, 
George  Schafer,  in  Florence  Township  of  Erie  County.  By  these  early 
experiences  he  gained  a  practical  knowledge  of  farming,  acquainted 
himself  with  American  language  and  customs,  and  has  always  relied 
upon  industry  and  merit  to  advance  him  in  the  world. 

At  Birmingham,  Mr.  Schafer  married  Miss  Christina  A.  Heidrych. 
She  was  born  in  Henrietta  Township  of  Lorain  County  June  14,  1860, 
and  grew  up  and  lived  there  until  her  marriage.  Her  parents  were 
Henry  and  Christina  (Dieck)  Heidrych,  both  natives  of  Corhessen, 
Germany,  where  they  lived  until  after  their  marriage  and  came  with 
some  five  or  six  children  from  Bremen  to  New  York  City,  the  voyage 
requiring  four  weeks  by  sailing  vessel,  and  established  their  first  home 
in  Lorain  County.  While  living  there  a  daughter  was  born,  and  they 
then  moved  to  Henrietta  Township  in  the  same  county,  where  Mr. 
Heidrych  bought  forty  acres,  subsequently  selling  and  purchasing 
seventy-one  acres  upon  which  he  built  a  new  home  and  otherwise 
improved  the  land  and  spent  his  eai'eer  as  a  useful  and  prosperous  citi- 
zen. He  died  July  12,  1901,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1895  aged  seventy -nine.  Both  were  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schafer  have  had  four  children.  Henry  C,  born  in 
1881,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  is  now  a  farmer  in  Lorain 
County,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Edith  Freeman  has  two  children, 
Eleanor  and  Clifford.  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Swanger,  a  farmer 
in  Florence  Township,  and  they  have  a  son  named  Werner.  Syl- 
vester lives  at  home  and  assists  his  father  in  the  farm  work.  One 
daughter.  Adam,  died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schafer 
are  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  having  been  reared 
in  that  faith,  and  politically  he  is  a  democratic  voter. 

George  A.  Parker.  One  of  the  surest  means  by  w-hich  one  can 
establish  a  reputation  for  integrity  and  good  citizenship  is  to  main- 
tain a  long  residence  in  one  community,  where  an  individual  becomes 
known  to  his  neighbors  under  a  great  variety  of  circumstances  and  meets 
all  the  tests  imposed  upon  reliability  and  efficiency.  A  citizen  of 
Florence  Township  who  has  met  these  requisites  during  his  career  is 
George  A.  Parker.  The  Parker  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Erie 
County,  Mr.  Parker's  gi'andparents  having  located  here  more  than  a 
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century  ago.  Throngli  all  the  changing  circumstauces  of  pioneer  times 
the  name  has  been  one  of  signifiraiice  and  honor. 

The  farm  now  owned  mul  occupied  by  Mr.  George  A.  Parker,  on 
the  Butler  Road  in  Fldivncc  Township,  was  his  birthplace  on  Novem- 
ber 8,  1863.  It  was  also  the  farm  on  which  his  parents,  George  and 
Maria  (Hill)  Parker  began  their  simple  housekeeping  after  their  mar- 
riage. Both  his  parents  were  also  natives  of  Florence  Township  and 
they  spent  their  lives  in  ponceful  and  dignified  circumstances,  and  his 
father  died  in  lHOd  :it  I  he  a'^c  of  seventy-five,  and  his  mother  passed  away 
in  i;)13  when  st'veiity-six  years  old.  Both  the  Hill  and  Parker  families 
were  established  in  Xortiiern  Ohio  about  the  time  of  tlie  "War  of  1812. 
They  came  from  Connecticut.  Arriving  in  their  w  ilileiiiess  honre,  they 
had  to  clear  spaces  in  the  midst  of  the  heavy  forest  before  erecting  their 
log  catiin  homes,  and  the  long  cnntinned  labors  of  .Mr.  Parker's  grand- 
fatliei'  in  the  coui'se  oF  time  hroneiil  about  the  reclamation  of  many 
acres  now  included  in  tile  agricullmal  area  of  Erie  County. 

George  A.  Parker  was  one  of  a  famil.y  of  two  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. Others  now  living  are  Lester  and  Ida  and  Goldie.  Ida  is  the 
wife  of  Pearl  Fish,  a  farmer  in  Huron  County,  and  they  have  a  daugh- 
ter Fern,  who  is  now  married.  Goldie  married  Adam  Burk  of  Wake- 
man  Township,  and  they  have  a  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Lester,  the  oldest  son,  married  Edna  Squires,  and  they  live  in 
Wakeman  Township  of  Huron  County,  their  children  being  named  Rita 
and  Kilton. 

In  Florence  Township  George  A.  Parker  grew  to  manhood,  gained 
such  education  as  was  supplied  to  the  farmer  boys  of  his  time  and 
generation,  and  early  in  his  career  adopted  the  vocation  of  agriculture. 
For  alioiit  fourteen  years  he  was  a  progressive  farmer  in  Huron  County, 
but  then  bought  the  old  homestead  comprising  118  acres.  This  is  a 
splendid  jiropei'ty,  located  in  the  fork  of  the  east  and  west  branches  of 
the  Vermilion  River,  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil  is  almost  unsurpassed 
by  that  of  any  farm  in  Erie  County.  The  Parker  family  has  introduced 
many  improvements  \ipon  this  land  since  it  first  came  under  their  own- 
ership, and  Mr.  Parker  has  done  his  part  in  keeping  his  farm  abreast  of 
the  times  and  standards.  He  ei-ows  good  stock,  has  an  equipment  of 
substantial  barns,  a  comfortable  home,  and  raises  all  the  staple  crops. 

In  Florence  Township  he  maiiied  .Miss  Rosa  Bradway.  Mrs.  Parker 
was  born  in  this  township  f(iit)-li\i'  .\ears  ago.  grew  up  and  received 
her  education  here,  and  is  a  (hiuehter  of  Wain-n  and  J\Iary  (Crawford) 
Bradway,  both  of  whom  are  still  li\  in;^-  and  reside  in  Florence  Township 
at  the  age  of  about  seventy.  ^Ir.  and  i\lrs.  Parker  have  one  living  child, 
Clyde,  who  was  born  in  1904  and  is  now  a  promising  schoolboy.  Three 
other  children  born  to  them  died  in  early  childhood.  In  politics 
Mr.  Parker  is-  a  democrat  and  has  always  been  known  as  a  man  of 
progressive  citizenship  willing  to  lend  his  support  to  any  movement  for 
local  benefit. 

Captain  Dennis  Blanchard.  Erie  County  has  an  appreciable  con- 
tingent of  retired  lake  captains  and  prominent  among  the  number  who 
have  devoted  many  years  to  commanding  vessels  in  connection  with 
navigation  activities  on  the  great  inland  seas  and  who  are  now  living 
in  well  earned  retirement,  is  he  whose  name  introduces  this  paragraph 
and  who  is  one  of  the  honored  and  ]ioi>ulai-  cilizens  of  the  Village  of 
Birmingliain,  in  Florence  Township. 

Captain  l^lanchard  was  boi-n  in  the  inniiediate  vicinity  of  New  York 
City,  on  the  26th  of  February,  IS.'il.  and  in  tlie  gracious  twilight  of  a 
long  and  useful  life  he  looks  back  with  satisfaction  to  the  conditions 
and  influences  that  compassed  him   in    his  childhood  and  early  youth 
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aud  that  gave  him  association  with  the  iueidents  of  the  pioneer  days 
in  the  liistory  of  Erie  County,  Ohio,  to  which  section  of  the  Buckeye 
State  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  when  he  was  a  child  of  three  years, 
his  father  having  become  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Florence  Town- 
ship. Here  the  captain  was  reared  to  adult  age  and  here  his  early 
educational  advantages  were  those  afforded  in  the  pioneer  schools.  He 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Sallie  (Lawrence)  Blanchard,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Connecticut,  as  representatives  of  sterling  old  colonial 
families  in  New  England.  In  the  year  1833  the  parents  of  the  captain 
came  from  New  York  and  established  their  home  on  a  tract  of  laud  in 
Florence  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  the  father  reclaimed  a 
productive  farm  from  the  virtual  wilderness  and  where  he  and  his 
wife  continued  to  rosido  until  they  attained  to  advanced  age,  the  closing 
j^ears  of  their  lives  li:i\iiiii'  liccn  passed  in  the  home  of  one  of  their 
daughters,  Mrs.  Ihiiiut  (iariish,  at  Oberlin,  Lorain  County,  where 
each  died  at  the  age  of  .soinevvliat  more  than  three  score  years  and  ten. 
ilrs.  Blanchard  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  her  husband  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  he 
withdrew  from  the  same  in  later  years  and  attended  that  with  which 
his  wife  was  affiliated.  William  Blanchard  was  originally  a  whig  and 
later  a  republican  in  politics  and  he  was  a  man  of  strong  mentality  and 
sterling  character,  his  name  and  that  of  his  wife  meriting  an  enduring 
place  on  the  roster  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Erie  County.  Of  their 
children  the  captain  is  one  of  the  three  now  living.  His  sister,  Abigail, 
who  died  September  6,  1915,  was  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Norwalk, 
Hiiron  County,  and  the  widow  of  Capt.  Isaac  Walton,  who  was  long 
identified  with  the  lake-marine  service.  Charles  Blanchard,  another 
son,  entered  the  Union  service  at  the  outbreak  of  the  ('ivil  war,  and 
became  captain  of  a  company  in  an  Obio  battery  of  litilit  nitillciy.  He 
developed  tuberculosis  while  in  the  army  and  this  dis:iliilily  (■(impelled 
him  to  withdraw  from  the  ranks.  After  receiving  his  liouoialile  dis- 
charge he  returned  home,  and  his  death  occurred  a  short  time  later. 
Captain  Blanchard  celebrated  in  the  spring  of  1915  his  eighty-fourth 
birthday  anniversary ;  his  elder  sister,  Jlrs.  Walton,  is  more  than  ninety 
years  of  age  in  the  same  year,  and  she  has  one  daughter,  her  husband 
having  had  one  daughter  also  by  a  preceding  marriage.  Mrs.  Lavinia 
Wickwire,  the  younger  sister  of  Captain  Blanchard,  is  the  wife  of 
Sebert  Wickwire,  and  they  reside  in  the  Village  of  Clyde,  Sandusky 
County,  she  having  passed  the  seventieth  milestone  on  the  journey  of 
life  and  her  husband  being  ninety  years  of  age. 

On  the  old  homestead  farm,  in  the  township  that  is  now  his  place 
of  residence,  Captain  Blanchard  remained  until  he  had  attained  to  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  initiated  his  career  as  a  sailor  on  the 
Great  Lakes  by  obtaining  employment  on  the  schooner  Margaret 
Allen,  which  was  in  commission  on  Lake  Erie.  By  efficient  work  he 
raised  himself  through  the  various  grades  of  promotion,  and  after  hav- 
ing served  in  turn  as  second  and  first  mate  on  different  vessels  he  was 
given  his  first  command  as  master  when  he  became  captain  of  the 
Herbert  Spencer,  a  vessel  named  in  honor  of  a  leading  banker  at 
Saekett's  Harbor,  New  York.  This  boat  was  in  the  lumber  transpor- 
tation trade,  and  Captain  Blanchard  retained  command  for  several 
years,  after  which  he  was  associated  with  the  Bidler  line  of  vessels,  of 
Chicago.  Thereafter  he  commanded  the  Oden,  likewise  in  the  lum- 
ber trade,  and  later  he  assumed  command  of  the  Helen  Blood,  oper- 
ated by  the  Mason  &  Davis  Lumber  Company,  of  Muskegon,  Michigan. 
After  continuing  in  this  company's  employ  about  three  years  he  com- 
manded for  several  years  a  larger  vessel,  the  schooner  Artie,  plying 
between  Muskegon  and  Chicago.     Still  later  he  commanded  the  Robert 
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Campbell  and  other  vessels,  and  after  continuing  his  active  and  effi- 
cient service  as  one  of  the  representative  navigators  on  the  Great  Lakes 
for  a  period  of  about  half  a  century,  the  captain  felt  justified  in  retiring 
from  the  interesting  vocation  which  he  had  long  followed  and  which 
he  had  honored  by  his  services.  He  was  not,  however,  content  to  with- 
draw from  the  sight  of  and  association  with  the  inland  seas,  for  he  pur- 
chased Hen  Island,  in  Lake  Erie,  and  instituted  on  this  tract  of  six 
acres  the  development  of  a  vineyard  and  orchard.  He  finally  sold  the 
property  to  the  Quinnebaque  Club,  of  SandiLsky,  which  organization 
erected  a  fine  club  house  on  tlie  island  and  made  the  place  a  fine 
resort.  Captain  Blanih.nd  sdid  the  island  property  about  twenty  years 
ago  and  since  that  time  Im'  Ims  ii\ed  in  well  ordered  and  pleasing  retire- 
ment in  the  Village  of  iiirmiiiyiiam,  where  he  is  surrounded  by  friends 
that  are  tried  and  true  and  where  he  is  honored  not  only  for  his  own 
sturdy  and  upright  character  but  also  as  a  member  of  one  of  the  well 
known  pioneer  families  of  this  favored  section  of  the  old  Buckeye  State. 
Though  he  has  never  manifested  any  ambition  for  political  office  the 
captain  has  shown  a  loyal  interest  in  community  and  governmental 
affairs  and  is  a  stalwart  in  the  camp  of  the  republican  party. 

In  1859  Captain  Blanchard  wedded  Miss  Mary  Haise,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Ohio  and  who  was  a  member  of  a  prominent  family  of 
this  section  of  tlie  stiite.  as  may  be  understood  by  reference  to  sketches 
concerning  other  n  inisrutatives  of  the  family,  elsewhere  in  this  publi- 
cation. Mrs.  lihiihh.iril  died  at  the  family  home  in  Birmingham,  on 
the  2d  of  OcIoIn  r,  1m,I).  and  here  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  beside 
those  of  her  pairnts,  Ivlwin  and  Ann  (Klady)  Haise,  who  were  resi- 
dents of  Florence  'I'ow  nsliip  for  many  years  prior  to  their  death.  There 
were  no  children  b^\-  Captain  Blanchard 's  first  marriage.  At  Birmingham 
was  solemnized,  in  ISyi,  the  marriage  of  Captain  Blanchard  to  Mrs. 
Florence  Moore,  who  was  born  in  this  county  in  the  j'ear  1852  and  who 
is  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sylvia  (Arnold)  IMoore,  early  settlers  of 
Florence  Township,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  their  death. 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Blanchard  have  no  children,  but  they  delight  to  enter- 
tain in  their  pleasant  home  their  many  young  friends,  as  well  as  those 
of  maturer  years. 

William  Parker.  ]\Iuch  that  is  worthy  and  estimable  in  human 
life  has  been  the  lot  of  William  Parker,  of  Florence  Township.  He  is 
an  honored  old  time  citizen,  has  performed  his  obligations  faithfully  to 
country,  home  and  community,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  native  sons  of 
Florence  Township,  having  lived  there  continuously  for  a  period  of 
nearly  eighty-five  years.  Another  distinctive  fact  about  his  career  is 
that  he  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  with  his  two  sons. 
It  will  .soon  be  a  century  since  the  Parker  family  came  into  the  wilder- 
ness of  Nortliern  Ohio  and  established  a  home  in  Erie  County,  and  they 
were  among  the  first  to  break  down  the  barriers  of  the  wilderness  and 
to  set  up  the  institutions  of  civilization.  Of  an  old  New  York  State 
family,  William  Parker  was  born  on  the  farm  that  is  now  his  home 
Jnnuary  7.  18.31.  Only  a  few  years  before  his  birth  his  father,  William 
\V.,  Ii;i(l  Mttlcd  in  this  township.  William  W.  Parker  was  born  in  New 
^■(uk  Slate,  and  was  a  son  of  Ansel  Parker,  who  in  early  manhood 
enlisted  from  Connecticut  for  service  in  the  Revolutionary  armies  and 
nuide  a  record  of  which  his  descendants  will  always  be  proud.  Ansel 
Parker  was  married  in  New  York  State  to  Phoebe  Fiu(-h,  and  they  sub- 
sequently came  to  Erie  County  and  died  in  Floi'ence  Township  when 
old  people.  Ansel  Parker  was  a  democratic  voter,  and  that  brand  of 
politics  has  largely  characterized  the  family  for  more  than  a  century. 
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William  W.  Parker  moved  to  Erie  County,  in  1823.  He  secured  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  Township  of  Florence  between  the  east  and  west 
forks  of  Vermilion  River,  built  a  log  cabin,  but  being  a  young  man 
and  w-ith  littlr  icady  money,  and  there  being  no  opportunities  to  get 
profitable  chiiiIcn  mcut  in  this  vicinity,  he  soon  returned  to  New  York 
State  and  eaiiiid  sdinc  money  which  enabled  him  to  carry  out  his 
improvements  on  liis  fnnu  in  Erie  County.  Soon  after  coming  back  to 
Erie  County  he  iiiiiirinl  S^iah  Parker,  who  though  of  the  same  name 
was  not  related,  unless  \  itv  distantly.  She  was  born  in  Orange  County, 
Vermont,  a  daughter  of  Levi  l*arker.  Levi  Parker  also  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  in  addition  to  his  own  record  lie  had  a  son 
Isaac  who  went  through  the  War  of  1812  as  a  commissioned  olificer. 
Levi  Parker  marriid  ^liss  Davis,  who  after  the  death  of  her  husband 
went  East,  but  finally  lei  niiicd  to  Ohio  and  spent  her  last  years  in  the 
home  of  William  I'arkii-,  wlnri'  she  died  about  1864.  She  was  born  in 
1766  and  was  therefore  almiit  niiu'l y-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
lier  death.  After  their  iiiai  liaue  William  W.  Parker  and  wife  located 
on  their  new  farm  in  Floiinee  'I'ow  ]iship,  and  there  his  sturdy  toil  and 
persistent  effort  finally  evolved  a  fine  farm  and  a  comfortable  home  from 
the  wilderness.  However,  his  first  farm  was  lost  through  some  tech- 
nicality, but  without  allowing  this  circumstance  to  discourage  him  he 
bought  anolliei-  |ilaee  jiot  far  to  the  north  of  the  first  farm,  and  became 
one  of  the  nmst  |ii(is|ienius  citizens  in  that  vicinity.  Williapi  W.  Parker 
was  born  in  1S(I2  ami  died  in  1880.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1802 
within  one  day  of  lier  husband's  birthday,  died  May  17,  1889.  These 
good  people  did  much  to  build  up  their  community  outside  of  their  own 
home.  They  were  early  members  and  assisted  in  organizing  the  Cliris- 
tian  Church.  He  was  a  strong  and  active  democrat,  and  as  a  citizen 
could  be  counted  upon  to  assist  in  any  movement  for  the  local  welfare. 

It  was  with  the  background  of  such  substantial  ancestry  and  with 
the  home  environment  of  one  of  the  best  families  of  pioneers  in  Erie 
County  that  AVilliam  Parker  grew  to  manhood.  Though  now  eighty- 
five  he  is  still  a  smart  and  active  man,  and  his  career  has  in  every  way 
been  most  creditable  to  himself  and  to  his  community. 

On  January  6.  1860,  ]\Ir.  Parker  was  married  in  Michigan  to  Miss 
Susan  Ann  Stark.  She  was  bom  at  Rushville,  Yates  County,  New 
York,  May  3,  1840,  when  a  child  came  with  her  mother  to  Ohio,  where 
the  latter  died,  and  in  young  womanhood  moved  to  Jlichigan,  where 
she  lived  until  her  marriage.  She  died  in  the  old  Parker  homestead 
of  Florence  Township  Pebi'uary  4,  1899. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  had  two  sons,  both  of  whom  are  now  living 
with  their  father,  and  both  are  unmarried.  Smith  D.,  the  older,  born 
Deeendier  10,  1860,  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  local  schools 
and  in  the  Wakeman  High  School,  and  is  now  a  progressive  agricul- 
turist assisting  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  large  Parker  estate. 
Mr.  William  Parker  owns  about  200  acres  of  fine  faniiinu-  land  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Florence  Township.  This  land  is  .li\iil('il  into  three 
distinct  farms.  The  homestead  comprises  sixty-eiuhl  aiivs,  and  its 
improvements  include  a  substantial  nine-room  house,  a  barn  26  by  30 
feet,  and  the  land  is  all  well  fitted  for  general  fanning  purposes. 
Besides  the  buildings  around  the  home  there  is  an  extra  set  of  farm 
buildings,  including  a  large  silo.  The  second  farm  comprises  seventy- 
five  acres,  and  is  situated  in  Wakeman  Township  of  Huron  County. 
The  second  son.  Jay  C.  Parker,  is  proprietor  of  the  third  farm  of  fifty- 
five  acres  located  in  Florence  Township  and  adjoining  the  old  home- 
stead. This  is  a  portion  of  the  old  John  Denman  estate,  and  for  fully 
a  century  the  land  has  been  occupied  and  much  of  it  cultivated  and 
improved. 
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Jay  C.  Parker  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  Aj^ril  11,  186S,  grew 
up  there,  and  jaart  of  his  education  was  received  under  the  instruction 
of  the  venerable  educator,  Job  Fish.  He  obtained  a  certificate  permit- 
ting him  to  teach  school,  but  never  took  up  that  profession.  lie  and 
his  brotlier,  Smith,  and  their  father  occupy  the  old  home  which  was 
liuilt  ;iliout  seveuty-hve  years  ago,  and  the  three  have  many  of  their 
interests  in  common  both  socially  and  in  business  affairs.  The  father 
and  sous  are  all  democrats  in  polities,  and  Mr.  William  Parker  served 
some  years  as  trustee  of  his  township,  and  Jay  C.  tilled  the  same  office 
for  four  years.  Mr.  William  Parker  has  been  a  member  of  the  ilasonic 
Lodge  since  1860.  His  I'nilici-,  William  W.  Parker,  was  the  first  man 
to  take  his  early  degrees  in  .M:is(iiiry  in  the  old  lodge,  Gibson  Lodge  at 
Birmingham,  and  William  i'aiki  r  took  his  degrees  in  the  same  fra- 
ternity two  years  later. 

Charles  Parker.  Among  the  old  families  of  Erie  County  the  Park- 
ers have  quite  a  prominent  place  from  the  time  when  this  countj'  was 
a  wilderness.  They  have  been  farmers  as  a  rule,  and  for  upwards  of 
a  century  their  lives  have  been  led  along  the  paths  of  quiet  industry 
and  iii-(is|ici-ity,  and  as  men  of  the  soil  and  good  citizens  they  have  done 
thcii-  lull  share  for  the  enrichment  of  community  life. 

K'rpi-fsciiting  the  third  generation  of  this  name  in  Erie  County, 
Charles  Parker  by  his  rai'eer  lias  re-enfdi'ced  1lii'  general  re|intation  of 
the  faiiiilv  name.  He  is  a  ueneial  i'ai-iiiei-.  sturk  I'aisei'  and  fiaiit  grower, 
his  hoiiie'heing  located  on  the  IJivei-  Koad  in  Khuviire  T.nvnship^  This 
farm  is  ime  of  the  historic  old  places  of  Floreiiee  Tdw  iislii|i,  lia\ing  heen 
originally  the  Dennian  place,  and  Mr.  Parkei'  Imnght  the  land  tVom 
tile  Denman  heirs.  The  Denmans  located  their  fully  a  century  ago,  and 
it  was  the  homestead  about  which  a  great  many  iienple  of  that  name 
have  some  of  their  life  associations.  Mr.  i'arker  is  th(>  owner  of  100 
acres,  nearly  all  of  it  well  improved,  and  gmwing  abundant  crops  of 
all  kinds,  excellent  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  As  a  stock  man 
Mr.  Parker  takes  much  pains  in  cleveloping  and  maintaining  a  high 
grade  of  horses,  cattle  and  sheep,  and  has  shown  proficiency  in  all 
branches  of  agriculture  and  stock  husbandry.  ]\Iuch  of  his  land  is 
Linderlaid  with  a  sand  stone  base,  making  it  adaptable  to  fruit  growing. 
Mr.  Parker  is  also  a  practical  fruit  man.  and  has  three  acres  of  fine 
peach  orchard. 

His  bii'thplace  was  close  to  the  home  where  he  now  lives  in  Florence 
Township.  He  was  born  April  2'),  ISG."),  gn-w  up  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, attended  its  schools  during  the  '70s  and  early  '80s,  and  like  many 
others  pays  a  tribute  to  the  splendid  old  educator.  Job  Fish,  under 
whose  instruction  he  graduated  into  a  life  of  purposeful  activity.  It 
was  in  1899  that  Mr.  Parker  bought  the  old  Meimiaii  farm  and  has 
siiiee  rari'ied  forward  its  improvements  and  eiilti\ati(>n  with  a  most 
l)r()lita!)le  degree  of  skill  and  excellence  of  managi'iiient. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Parker  were  Alexander  and  Mary  (Small) 
Parker.  His  father  was  also  born  in  Florence  Township  on  the  old 
Parker  farm,  located  between  the  east  and  west  branches  of  the  Ver- 
milion River.  He  was  born  in  1823  and  spent  all  his  life  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  be  quietly  inirsued  his  vocation  as  a  farmer  until 
his  death  in  1891  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  He  owned  eighty-six  acres 
(if  land,  and  had  improved  most  of  it  by  his  own  labors.  His  widow  is 
still  living  there  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  spending  her  last  days  in 
peaee  and  (comfort  on  a  small  liomestead  of  twenty-four  aci-es,  com- 
prising a  ]>art  of  the  original  estate. 

The  originator  of  the  Parker  family  in  Erie  ("ounty  was  Ormal 
Parker,   grandfather  of  Charles  Parker.     lie   was  born   in  New   York 
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State,  was  married  there  to  Hannah  Bass,  a  native  of  the  same  state, 
and  immediatel.y  after  their  marriage  they  started  for  the  West,  to 
make  a  new  home  in  the  pioneer  wilderness  of  Northern  Ohio.  They 
made  the  journey  with  ox  teams,  and  on  arriving  after  a  long  and  tedious 
journey  in  Florence  Township,  located  on  a  tract  of  the  wildest  of  wild 
woods.  For  several  years  they  lived  in  the  midst  of  a  forest  which  had 
been  unbroken  for  centuries,  and  most  of  the  meat  which  supplied  their 
table  was  the  flesh  of  wild  game,  which  abounded  everywhere.  The 
Indians  also  still  lived  in  that  section  and  were  not  infrequent  visitors 
at  their  humble  log  cabin.  The  nearest  market  and  mill  were  at  ililan, 
and  theirs  was  a  life  of  simple  rugged  industry  not  unmixed  with  hard- 
ships and  privations.  Grandfather  Parker  was  a  hard  worker,  cleared 
off  and  improved  many  acres  of  his  land,  and  substituted  a  substan- 
tial frame  house  for  the  original  log  cabin,  and  having  surrounded  him- 
self with  reasonalile  comforts  spent  the  rest  of  his  days,  passing  away 
when  quite  an  old  man.  He  was  a  democrat,  and  as  a  citizen  measured 
up  to  the  best  standards  of  pioneers. 

Charles  Parker  was  the  third  of  the  nine  children  born  to  his  par- 
ents, five  of  whom  are  still  living,  all  of  them  in  Florence  Township, 
and  all  have  children  of  their  own.  Charles  Parker  was  married  in 
Florence  Township  to  Catherine  Hayman.  She  was  born  at  Joppa  in 
Vermilion  Township  March  2,  1865,  and  grew  up  and  received  her  edu-. 
cation  in  this  county.  Her  parents  were  Henry  and  ]\Iartha  (Krepps) 
Playman,  who  were  born  in  Germany  and  were  quite  young  when  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  their  respective ■  parents,  both  families  locating 
in  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krepps  grew  up  and  were  married  in  Erie 
County,  then  moved  to  the  State  of  Kentucky  but  soon  returned  to  Ver- 
milion Township  and  located  at  Birmingham,  where  he  died  in  1894 
when  past  three  score.  His  widow  is  still  living  at  Clyde  in  Sandusky 
County,  and  is  now  bearing  the  burden  of  eighty-one  years,  although 
her  physical  activity  and  mental  alertness  heavily  discount  her  real 
age.  She  and  her  husband  were  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Reformed 
Church. 

Mrs.  Parker  was  one  of  a  large  family  of  children,  all  of  whom 
married  and  had  families  of  their  own.  Mrs.  Parker  passed  away 
June  3,  1915.  She  had  been  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  every- 
where enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  her.  To  mourn 
her  loss  she  left  her  husband  and  two  children.  Martha,  born  May  28, 
1886,  received  her  education  in  Erie  County  and  is  still  living  at  home. 
Clarence  E.,  born  July  10,  1903,  is  now  attending  the  seventh  grade 
of  the  public  schools. 

Justus  P.  Oetzel.  In  a  lifetime  that  has  been  prolonged  to  use- 
fulness and  honor  for  more  than  fourscore  years,  Justus  P.  Oetzel  has 
spent  more  than  sixty  years  of  this  in  Erie  County.  He  is  one  of  the 
citizens  whose  name  and  a  brief  i-ecord  of  whose  career  should  be  per- 
manently recorded  in  any  history  of  the  community.  He  is  more  than 
typical  of  the  indomitable  spirit  and  energy  of  the  German  fatherland, 
where  he  was  born  and  reared.  Hard  work  was  the  means  by  which 
he  opened  the  door  of  prosperity,  and  from  the  position  of  a  common 
laborer  he  has  raised  himself  to  a  place  among  the  largest  property 
holders  of  ililan  Township,  where  the  respect  and  esteem  paid  him  as 
a  citizen  and  man  are  fully  equal  to  his  business  achievements. 

Born  in  Hesse  Casell,  Germany,  October  24,  1833,  Justus  P.  Oetzel 
is  a  son  of  George  and  Magdalena  (Oetzel)  Oetzel.  His  parents  were 
only  distantly  related  if  at  all  and  were  born  in  the  same  general  locality 
of  Germany.  They  were  born  before  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
grew  up  and  married,  and  his  father  was  a  farmer  in  Germany  until 
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his  death.  He  died  in  the  old  country  after  his  son  Justus  had  come 
to  America  in  185^,  while  the  mother  passed  away  in  1855.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  George  Oetzel  was  old 
enough  to  participate  as  a  soldier  in  some  of  the  latter  campaigns  of  the 
Napoleonic  wars  in  Europe,  but  escaped  unhurt.  In  their  family  were 
two  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  up  and  married,  reared 
families,  but  Justus  was  the  only  one  to  leave  the  fatherland  and  seek 
a  home  in  America. 

He  was  nineteen  years  old  when,  having  completed  his  education 
and  early  training,  and  in  order  to  escape  the  compulsory  military 
service,  he  embarked  on  a  vessel  at  Bremen  and  started  for  America. 
The  vessel,  named  America,  was  exactly  eight  weeks  in  making  the  voy- 
age. He  landed  at  what  was  later  Castle  Garden,  August  15,  1853. 
Five  days  later  he  arrived  at  Sandusky.  At  that  time  he  was  one 
dollar  in  debt,  having  borrowed  this  amount  from  a  casual  acquaintance 
at  Dunkirk.  New  York,  in  order  to  get  something  to  eat,  as  he  was 
nearly  stiiiMd.  On  arriving  at  Sandusky  he  immediately  sought  and 
found  ciiiiiloyiiicnt  in  carrying  brick  for  the  construction  of  a  new 
church  building.  At  night  as  soon  as  he  received  his  day's  wages  of 
one  dollar,  he  redeemed  his  debt  to  the  young  man  who  had  proved  a 
friend  in  need.  This  scrupulous  respect  for  his  obligations,  thus  evi- 
denced, has  been  a  dominating  characteristic  of  Mr.  Oetzel  throughout 
his  career  and  he  has  made  it  a  point  of  honor  as  well  as  business  policy 
to  discharge  every  just  indebtedness. 

From  Sandusky  he  soon  went  out  into  the  country  and  found  a 
home  on  a  farm  along  the  lake  shore.  In  1854  he  began  working  for 
Harvey  Curtis,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  came  to  Milan.  The 
greater  part  of  his  circn-  sinc'c  then  has  been  spent  in  Milan  Township. 
For  eight  years  li<'  w.is  riM|)li)yed  in  a  foundry.  While  learning  the 
trade  of  molder  his  \\;igrs  wn-c  $10  a  month  for  the  first  year  and  $12 
the  second  year.  From  186^  to  1865  Mr.  Oetzel  was  eno-nucii  in  im-r- 
chandising  at  Milan,  having  bought  a  grocery  store,  but  altn-  Innr  ,\  i  ars 
sold  out  and  purchased  a  small  tract  of  land  of  fifty-five  ai-rrs  in  ( txford 
Township.  Here  he  laid  tlic  luisis  of  liis  sdimd  ai-coiii|ilisliiiiciits  as  a 
farmer.  He  improved  the  hiinl,  ci-cr'ted  a,  tii'nd  lioiisc,  Imrns  .-md  fences, 
and  remained  there  in  1hr  midst  of  liis  agricultural  arlivities  and 
responsibilities  from  186G  to  1883.  In  the  latter  year  coming  to  ^lilan 
Township,  he  bought  173  acres  on  the  east  side  of  the  Huron  River, 
21/2  miles  north  of  Milan.  This  has  been  his  home  for  more  than  thii-ty 
years.  It  would  take  much  space  to  describe  in  detail  all  his  activities 
as  an  agriculturist  and  as  an  improver  of  his  holdings  in  this  locality. 
He  erected  two  sets  of  farm  buildings,  and  now  has  a  handsome  and 
valuable  property.  Many  years  of  steail\'  indusfry  lia\c  niri'llnl  reward, 
and  having  gained  an  ample  competmrr  snl'liricnt  Inr  all  liis  future 
needs,  Mr.  Oetzel  turned  over  his  projifiiy  to  Ihe  inanai^vnicnt  of  his 
son  Justus.  Jr.  In  the  high  tide  of  his  work  as  a  farmei-  .Mr.  Octzcl 
grew  as  high  as  4,000  bushels  of  potatoes  in  a  season,  his  litlds  pro- 
duced 40  bushels  of  wheat,  and  his  corn  yield  was  not  inl'n'(|U(  iitly  as 
high  as  120  bushels  per  acre.  This  indicates  the  judgnu'nt  and  intelli- 
gence with  which  he  looked  after  his  farm. 

At  the  Village  of  Milan  Mr.  Oetzel  married  Ann  Barbara  Bauei'eis. 
She  was  born  in  Rhenish  Bavaria,  March  21,  1836.  She  was  seventeen 
years  of  age  when  in  1853  she  came  to  the  United  States  on  a  sailing 
vessel.  She  was  accompanied  by  her  younger  sister  Elizabeth,  and 
they  both  joined  their  brother  Frederick,  who  bad  previously  located 
at  Milan.  This  brother  afterward  died  in  a  soldiers'  home  in  Spring- 
field,   Illinois.      Her    sister    Elizabeth    is    now    living  .in    Chicago.      A 
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brother,  Thomas,  who  was  the  last  of  the  family  to  come  to  America,  died 
one  j'ear  later. 

Ever  since  their  marriage  on  December  25,  1857,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oetzel 
were  active  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Norwalk,Ohio. 
Mrs.  Oetzel  died  July  16,  1907.  While  his  accomplishments  have  been 
such  as  to  justify  a  reasonable  degree  of  pride  and  a  pleasing  retro- 
spect over  the  many  useful  years  in  the  past,  Mr.  Oetzel  probably 
finds  his  best  solace  in  the  fine  family  which  have  grown  up  around 
him  and  several  of  whom  have  already  found  worthy  places  in  the 
world.  The  first  daughter,  IMaiy,  died  when  four  years  of  age.  The 
next  child  is  Justus,  who  now  owns  100  acres  of  the  old  homestead. 
He  married  Clai-a  M.  Bollman,  who  was  bom  in  the  Province  of  Posen 
in  Eastern  Germany,  and  when  a  child  came  to  America  with 
her  parents,  who  lived  in  Illinois  and  Nebraska  until  their  death  in 
the  latter  state,  and  she  grew  to  womanhood  in  those  localities.  Justus 
Oetzel  and  wife  have  the  following  children:  Cecilia  and  Amelia 
(twins),  who  graduated  from  the  public  schools  in  1914  and  are  at 
home;  Elizabeth,  who  is  a  member  of  the  graduating  class  of 
1916,  William,  of  the  class  of  1917,  Caroline,  of  the  class  of  1918,  and 
Fred  in  the  seventh  grade  of  the  public  schools.  The  third  child, 
Emma,  is  the  wife  of  John  Schwitters,  a  merchant  at  Prophetstown, 
Illinois,  and  their  children  are  named  Carrie,  Carl,  Amelia,  Hattie  and 
Henry,  twins,  Freda  and  Theodore.  Carrie,  the  fourth  in  this  interest- 
ing family,  is  the  wife  of  John  Schamp,  a  farmer  in  Milan  Township, 
and  their  two  children  are  named  Anna  and  Maria.  The  son  Henry  is 
unmarried.  Thomas  is  an  employee  in  the  Hoover  Manufacturing 
Company  at  Milan,  and  has  children  named  Justus,  Barbara,  Violet 
and  John.  Catherine  is  the  wdfe  of  Miles  Lander,  to  whom  reference 
is  made  on  other  pages  of  this  work.  George  and  Joseph,  the  youngest, 
are  twins,  and  they  married  sisters,  Iva  and  Mary  Roseoe,  respectively. 
George  and  wife  have  children  named  Roseoe,  Alice  M.  and  Ransom. 
Joseph  and  wife  have  no  children.    Mr.  Oetzel  is  a  democrat  in  politics. 

Charles  King  Clary.  The  important  part  played  by  the  Clary 
family  in  Erie  County,  and  particiilarly  in  Ploi'ence  Township,  during 
fully  a  century  of  residenco,  has  hern  set  forth  at  some  length  on  other 
pages,  in  connection  with  llir  skitih  of  Mark  E.  Clary,  a  cousin  of 
Charles  King  Clary.  Wliilc  the  lattrr  is  now  permanently  settled  in 
the  quiet  routine  and  profitable  management  of  a  fine  farm  in  Florence 
Township,  his  earlier  career  was  fraught  with  much  excitement  and 
adventure,  and  for  three  years  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  regular  United 
States  army,  part  of  his  service  having  been  coincident  with  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  and  he  incurred  all  the  dangers  of  battle,  disease  and 
inefficient  management  which  characterized  the  operations  of  the  Ameri- 
can forces  in  the  Islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico. 

As  a  farmer  Mr.  Clary  owns  one  of  the  happily  situated  and  excel- 
lent homesteads  found  in  Florence  Township  on  the  East  River  Road. 
The  1051/2  acres  in  his  farm  are  on  the  west  bank  of  the  east  fork  of 
the  Vermilion  River.  Eighty  acres  of  this  is  under  improvement  of 
cultivation  and  since  taking  possession  of  his  farm  in  1907  Mr.  Clary 
has  shown  all  the  rpmlitirs  which  have  made  the  name  noted  among 
Erie  County  agriiultiiiisls  f(ir  generations.  He  grows  large  crops  of 
corn,  wheat,  oats  and  p(it;ifnrs,  and  has  a  small  orchard  of  eighty  apple 
trees,  now  in  bearing  condition.  His  farm  equipment  is  well  arranged 
and  represents  a  considerable  investment,  including  a  number  of  farm 
buildings,  and  a  substantial  eight-room  house. 

Charles  King  Clary  was  born  at  Birmingham  in  Erie  County, 
January  21,  1876.  He  is  the  grandson  of  the  late  George  W.  Clary, 
who  in  his  time  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  best  known  citizens 
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of  Erie  County,  and  who  died  January  15,  1899.  His  parents  were 
George  C.  and  Ella  (King)  Clary.  Charles  K.  Clary  was  only 
three  years  of  age  when  his  father  died  in  1879,  and  his  mother  subse- 
quently married  Newton  Andress,  who  is  also  deceased,  and  is  still 
living  in  Erie  County.  References  are  made  to  both  the  Andress  and 
Clary  sketches  on  other  pages. 

Charles  K.  Clary  while  growing  to  manhood  gained  the  equivalent 
of  a  liberal  education,  attended  the  local  schools,  the  schools  at  Obe.rlin, 
and  taking  a  business  course  in  the  Northern  Ohio  University  at  Ada. 
About  the  time  he  reached  his  majority  he  enlisted  in  the  regular  army 
as  a  private,  and  remained  in  the  service  for  the  full  term  of  three 
years.  Until  he  was  called  into  active  fighting  during  the  Cuban 
war,  his  location  w-as  chiefly  at  Fort  Snelling  in  Minnesota,  whei'e  he 
was  a  member  of  Company  E  of  the  Third  United  States  Infantry 
under  Colonel  Page.  His  company  was  sent  to. Cuba  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  and  was  also  mi^iiuvd  in  thr  ln-irf  Porto  Rico  campaign. 
He  was  in  nearly  all  tlir  iiii|Hiri;iiil  .•im,iL;ciiiriits  ou  those  two  islands, 
serving  in  the  armies  of  (  mmicimIs  Sliaftci-  and  .Miles.  When  his  regi- 
ment went  South  it  had  the  full  complement  of  1,000  men,  but  less  than 
300  returned  alive.  The  heavy  losses  were  largely  attributable  to  the 
fever  and  to  starvation.  Tliough  only  a  private  in  the  ranks,  Mr.  Clary 
gave  a  good  account  of  himself  as  a  .soldier,  was  rcaily  1o  ■.[<;■,']>{  all  the 
hazards  and  tasks  either  on  the  firing  line  or  in  otli'i-  iliiti^s  to  which 
he  was  assigned,  and  largely  by  virtue  of  his  physical  ciiduiaiice  and 
his  hardihood  came  out  of  the  service  ali\c.  Wliilc  in  the  Smith  he  was 
stricken  witli  the  yellow  fever,  and  when  he  was  linally  discharucd  at  the 
end  of  three  years  he  could  best  lie  (h^scialied  as  mni'e  dead  than  alive. 
He  received  his  honorable  discharge  August  1,  1898,  and  while  still 
unable  to  walk  came  back  to  the  old  home  at  Berlin  Heights.  After 
partially  recovering,  he  went  West  and  regained  his  health  in  the  min- 
ing regions  of  California.  He  worked  as  a  miner  and  in  other  occupa- 
tions, and  in  1906  returned  to  Erie  County  and  soon  afterwards  took 
up  farming.  Mr.  Clary  has  owned  liis  present  fine  estate  since  1898, 
having  inherited  it  from  his  gramlfatliei'.  George  W.  Clary. 

While  living  in  California  ;\Ir.  (laiy  married  Helen  E.  Stone,  who 
was  born  in  Hastings,  Minnesota,  Sej)trinber  3,  1885.  Wlien  eight 
years  of  age  she  went  to  California  with  her  parents,  Albert  S.  and 
Mary  E.  (Bates)  Stone,  who  are  now  living  retired  at  Chico,  California. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claiy  have  two  children :  Newton  A.,  born  June  29, 
1907;  and  Helen  A.,  born  August  12,  1908.  Mr.  Clary  is  a  republican 
in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  attend  tlie  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Oscar  B.  H.wse.  Erie  County  is  favored  in  claiming  as  one  of  its 
jn-ogressive  citizens  a  man  who  is  widely  known  as  one  of  the  most 
extensive  and  successful  horticulturists  in  the  state,  and  this  citizen 
further  merits  consideration  in  this  publication  by  reason  of  his  being 
a  native  of  the  county  and  a  representative  of  one  of  its  honored 
families  of  the  pioneer  .stock.  He  is  a  recognized  authority  in  connec- 
tion with  the  industry  of  apple-iii'dwing,  and  his  fine  ordiai'ds  lie  par- 
tially in  Florence  Towiislii|i,  this  cnunty,  and  partly  in  Ileiii'ieit.-i  Town- 
ship, Lorain  County.  Sa\i'  fm-  twenty  years'  residence  in  the  Slati'  of 
Kansas  ill-.  liaise  has  maintained  his  home  in  P]rie  County  from  the 
time  of  his  birth  to  the  present,  and  he  is  a  citizen  wdio  commands  the 
unqualified  esteem  of  all  wdio  know  him. 

JMr.  Haise  Ka.s  been  actively  engaged  in  the  growing  of  the  finest 
grades  of  apples  since  1902,  and  from  a  comparatively  modest  incep- 
tion ho  has  developed  an  industrial  enterprise  in  this  line  that  places 
him  among  the  foremost  and  most  extensive  exponents  of  apple-grow'ers 
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in  his  native  state,  the  while  his  scientific  methods  and  pi'ogressive 
policies  have  made  his  example  well  worthy  of  emulation.  His  original 
orchard  was  of  his  own  setting,  and  he  liow  owns  well  developed 
orchards  that  utilize  the  major  part  of  a  tract  of  seventy  acres,  in 
Florence  Township,  Erie  County,  and  Henrietta  Township,  Lorain 
County,  his  landcil  estate  being  situated  not  far  distant  from  the  Villag'e 
of  BirmiughaiM.  wliere  he  maintains  his  residence.  The  extent  of  the 
business  develojiid  liy  .\lr.  Haise  may  be  understood  when  it  is  stated 
that  in  a  single  year  he  lias  i^nthei-ed  from  his  fine  orchards  as  many  as 
24:,00U  bushels  of  fancy  apples  nf  the  highest  grade,  the  products  of  his 
orchards  finding  ready  and  ajipreiiative  demand  in  the  markets  of 
Cleveland  and  Indianapolis,  tu  eaeh  of  which  cities  he  makes  large 
shipments  each  year,  as  does  he  also  to  Cincinnati. 

In  1882  ilr.  Haise  established  his  residence  on  a  farm  in  Russell 
County,  Kansas,  where  he  was  associated  with  his  brother,  G-eorge  A.,  in 
the  raising  and  feeding  of  cattle  on  an  extensive  scale,  their  operations 
having  involved  the  handling  of  an  average  of  about  1,000  head  of  cattle 
annually.  Air.  Haise  continued  liis  residence  in  the  Sunflower  State 
until  1902,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and  established  his 
present  important  industrial  enterprise. 

On  the  pioneer  homestead  farm  of  his  father,  in  Florence  Township, 
this  county,  Oscar  B.  Haise  was  born  in  the  year  1842,  and  the  environ- 
ment and  influences  of  the  farm  compassed  him  until  he  liad  attained  to 
his  legal  majority,  when  he  left  the  parental  roof  to  go  forth  as  a  valiant 
soldier  of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war,  his  educational  advantages  in  the 
meanwhile  having  been  those  afforded  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
locality  and  period. 

In  the  autumn  of  1863,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  Mr.  Haise 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  First  Regiment  of  United  States  Volunteer 
Engineers,  and  with  this  important  and  valiant  command  he  continued 
in  active  service  until  he  was  transferred  to  the  position  of  hospital 
steward  in  which  he  served  till  victory  had  crowned  the  Union  arms  and 
peace  had  been  re-established.  In  the  hospital  service,  at  Chattanooga, 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Haise  was  retained  for  about  one-half  of  the  entire 
period  of  his  term  in  the  army,  and  he  received  his  honorable  discharge 
in  November,  1865.  He  perpetuates  and  vitalizes  the  more  gracious 
memories  and  associations  of  his  military  career  through  his  active  afiSli- 
ation  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  ranks  of  which  are  being 
rapidly  thinned  by  the  one  implacable  adversary,  death. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Haise  returned  to  Erie  County,  where 
he  continued  to  be  actively  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  removal  to  Kansas,  iij  1882,  as  previously  noted.  After  twenty  years 
of  successful  business  as  a  cattle  grower  in  Kansas  he  returned  to  Erie 
County,  where  he  has  found  ample  opportunity  for  equally  successful 
endeavor  in  the  field  of  industry  to  which  he  is  giving  his  attention. 

Air.  Haise,  who  has  never  left  the  ranks  of  eligible  bachelors,  is  a  son 
of  Edwin  and  Ann  E.  (Klady)  Haise,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the 
State  of  New  York  and  lioth  of  whom  were  young  at  the  time  of  the 
immigration  of  the  resi^ective  families  to  the  pioneer  wilds  of  Erie 
County,  Ohio,  both  families  settling  in  Florence  Township,  where  the 
mai'riage  of  the  young  couple  was  solemnized.  After  his  marriage  Edwin 
Haise  established  his  residence  on  a  farm  in  Florence  Township,  this 
having  been  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead  on  which  his  parents  had 
settled  about  the  close  of  the  second  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
the  place  being  on  the  present  Vermilion  and  Florence  road.  On  this 
fann  Edwin's  parents,  Mr.,  and  Mrs.  John  Haise,  pas.sed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  original  homestead  having  comprised  160  acres  and 
the  same  having  been  reclaimed  from  the  forest  by  John  liaise,  an  hon- 
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ored  pioneer  concerning  whom  nKirc  spcciHr  nicntimi  is  made  on  other 
pages  of  this  volume,  in  the  skildi  ol  llic  carcci'  of  (iiMirge  I.  liaise. 

Edwin  Haise,  a  man  of  eiini^N ,  iiilcj;iity  and  iiia1ui-e  judgment,  held 
precedence  as  one  of  tin'  sulista]i1  iai  agriculturists  and  stock-growers  of 
Erie  County  until  his  dcaili,  hIiIiIi  occurred  on  the  ancestral  farmstead, 
in  18S2,  when  he  was  sc\ciit\ -li\f  years  of  age.  His  widow  thereafter 
accompanied  her  sons  George  A.  and  Oscar  B.  on  their  removal  to  Russell 
County,  Kansas,  and  there  she  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  1892. 
at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-five  years.  This  nolile  pioneer  woman  was 
a  charter  member  of  thr  I'lTsliyici'ian  Cliuicli  in  tlir  X'illage  of  Florence. 
Erie  County,  and  her  entnv  liiv  was  uiii.lnl  ami  punciiumI  by  her  abiding 
Christian  faith,  which  was  nianiristcd  in  kindliiii'ss.  tolerance,  abiding 
human  sympathy  and  good  deeds.  Her  husband  was  originally  a  whig 
and  later  a  republican  in  politics,  and  he  likewise  was  an  attendant  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Of  their  children  the  eldest  was  (ieorge  A., 
who  was  born  in  the  year  1836,  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Erie 
County,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the 
First  United  States  Regiment  of  Volunteer  Engineers,  shortly  after  his 
graduation  from  the  Ohio  ]\Iedical  College,  at  Cincinnati.  He  was  made 
assistant  surgeon  of  his  regiment,  and  he  continued  in  service  in  this 
capacity  four  years,  or  until  the  close  of  the  war,  his  rank  being  that  of 
first  lieutenant.  After  the  war  he  wedded  JMiss  JMartha  J.  Miles,  of 
Platte  Country,  ^Missouri,  in  which  state  he  continued  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  until  1874,  when  he  engaged  in  the  cattle  Irasiuess  in 
Central  Kansas,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  In-ntlici-  ( )srar,  of  this  review. 
in  1882,  as  already  noted  in  this  article.  Dodi.r  I  laisr  rnntinued  his  resi- 
dence in  Kansas  until  his  death,  in  the  autumn  »\'  i:)09,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years.  Hi-  accniniilaled  in  Kansas  a  valuable  landed  estate 
of  3,000  acres,  and  his  widciw  and  son  now  own  4,000  acres  in  that  state, 
the  only  son,  Edwin  ^l..  being  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists 
and  stock-growers  of  Kansas  and  he  and  his  wife  being  the  parents  of 
three  children — George,  Mary  and  Oscar.  Mary  A.,  the  only  sister  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  became  the  wife  of  Capt.  Dennis  Blanchard.  of 
whom  individual  mention  is  made  in  this  volume,  and  she  died  on  the 
2d  of  October,  1869,  without  issue. 

Oscar  B.  liaise  has  been  a  lifelong  and  stalwart  supporter  of  the 
principles  and  policies  of  the  republican  party  and  though  he  has  shown 
the  utmost  lil)erality  and  public  spirit  he  has  not  been  imbued  with 
andiition  for  political  office,  his  only  service  in  such  capacity  having 
lieen  as  assessor  of  Florence  Township,  a  position  of  which  he  was  the 
incnm)>ent  for  a  number  of  terms.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  and 
honored  citizens  of  his  native  township  and  county  and  is  well  up- 
holding the  prestige  of  a  name  that  has  l^een  long  and  worthily  linked 
with  the  history  of  this  favored  section  of  the  old  Buckeye  State. 

Louis  Webber.  About  twenty-five  years  ago  Louis  Webber  l)rought 
his  family  to  America,  and  has  since  lived  either  in  Lorain  or  in  Erie 
County.  "  He  was  a  thrifty  and  skilled  German  mechanic  and  in  the 
old  country  had  earned  a  livrlilinod  fni-  his  tainily  by  work  as  a  cabinet- 
maker, iiowever,  he  was  in  i  \irc(line|.\  nind.  st  circumstances  on  com- 
ing to  Ohio,  and  has  niaile  liis  iMinitnrtalili'  lilib'  fortune  by  hard  work, 
steady  economy  and  gn-id   liusimss   luanauvinrnt,  both  at  home  and  in 

all  his  affairs.'    He  followed    rhanieal   Irad.s  while  living  in  Lorain 

County,  and  finally,  aft.'i'  aeqnirinu-  seme  means,  invested  in  his  pres- 
ent attractive  farm  in  Florence  Township.  His  place  is  located  on 
the  Butler  Road,  and  he  owns  seventy-six  acres,  lying  along  (lie  A'er 
nulion  River.  There  he  carries  on  a  substantial  and  profitalile  industry 
as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.     Most  of  his  land  is  well  imjiroved.  and 
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he  pays  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  good  fruit,  principally 
peaches  and  apples.  His  general  tield  crops 'are  corn,  oats,  wheat  and 
potatoes.  Since  getting  his  land  in  1908  Mr.  Webber  has  invested  a 
good  deal  of  money  in  improvements.  He  put  up  a  fine  barn 
on  a  foundation  34  by  50  feet,  has  a  number  of  other  farm  buildings, 
and  his  home  is  a  substantial  seven-room  house. 

For  sixteen  years  Mr.  Webber  had  his  home  in  Lorain  County.  For 
nine  years  of  that  time  he  was  connected  with  the  large  car  shojjs  at 
the  City  of  Lorain,  and  subsequently  for  several  years  was  a  city  em- 
ploye. Louis  Webber  was  born  in  Prussia,  not  more  than  thirty  Ger- 
man miles  from  the  City  of  Berlin,  August  5,  1851.  His  parents  and 
most  of  his  ancestors  had  been  substantial  small  farmers  in  that  coun- 
try. He  is  a  son  of  Louis  and  Mary  (Man)  Webber,  who  were  born 
in  the  same  locality,  and  spent  all  their  lives  thei-e.  His  father  died 
in  1861,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine,  and  his  mother  passed  away  nine 
years  later,  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.  They  were  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church. 

In  his  native  couutry  Louis  Webber  grew  to  manhood,  gaining  an 
education  in  the  public  schools,  performing  the  duties  recpiired  as  use- 
ful Prussian  citizens,  and  serving  a  thorough  apprenticeship  at  the 
cabinetmaking  trade.  He  was  a  caliinotin:iker  at  a  time  when  very  little 
work  was  done  by  machinery,  and  pi  iiri  i,nll.\'  all  furniture  and  wood- 
work was  the  product  of  careful  ami  skill  lul  liand  labor. 

While  in  Germany  Mr.  Webber  iiiarricd  Fredericka  Schrader.  She 
was  born  near  the  same  village  where  her  husband  grew  up,  January 
16,  1853,  a  daughter  of  Christian  and  Christiauna  (Forge)  Schrader. 
Her  mother  was  twice  married  after  the  death  of  Christian  Schrader, 
but  her  only  children  came  from  the  first  marriage.  The  Sehraders 
were  also  Lutherans. 

While  living  in  Germany  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webber  became  the  parents 
of  five  children.  Then,  in  1889,  as  a  family,  they  left  Prussia,  em 
barking  on  the  ship  Bohemia,  at  Hamburg,  and  landing  in  New  York 
City,  March  26,  1889.  From  there  they  came  on  west  to  Elj^ria,  Ohio, 
lived  in  that  city  two  years,  and  thence  moved  to  Lorain.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webber  are  briefly  mentioned  as  follows:  Her- 
man, who  was  born  in  Germany,  finished  his  education  at  Loraiu, 
became  a  telegraph  operator  and  later  a  railway  brakemau,  and  about 
nine  years  ago  lost  his  arm,  and  his  since  been  employed  as  a  watch- 
man "for  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company  in  Chicago; 
he  is  unmarried.  Freda  is  the  wife  of  Ralph  Hunter,  an  ii*on  worker 
at  Loi-ain,  and  their  children  are  Dorothy  and  Irving.  Anna  married 
Fern  Wadsworth,  who  is  foreman  with  the  Dean  Electric  Company 
at  Elyria;  they  have  no  children.  Martha,  who  was  educated  at  Lorain, 
is  now  in  the  employ  of  a  physician  in  that  city.  Clara  is  also  employed 
in  a  physician's  office  at  Cleveland.  ]\Ir.  and  Jlrs.  Webber  wei"e  both 
confirmed  as  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  when  children.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  repiiblican. 

Warren  Bradway.  One  of  the  chief  ends  of  life  for  a  man  is  effi- 
cient service  in  some  honorable  department  of  the  world's  activities  and 
proper  provision  for  home  and  family.  To  accomplish  this  in  a  practical 
manner  is  in  itself  a  high  decree  of  success.  Warren  Bradway  of 
Florence  Township  has  acquitted  himself  well  in  this  performanc(>  and  at 
the  same  time  has  found  opportunity  to  serve  his  community.  Mr.  Brad- 
way has  spent  nearly  all  his  life  in  this  one  locality,  has  gathered  many 
successive  harvests  from  his  fields,  has  effected  numerous  improvements 
on  his  land,  and  is  a  citizen  who  can  look  steadily  and  with  coiirage  into 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  ju-esent  and  the  future. 
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His  birth  oceuiTed  Februaiy  16,  1850,  on  tlie  old  fai'm  which  he 
now  owns  and  occupies,  situated  on  the  Butler  Road  near  the  Huron 
County  line.  He  is  of  English  ancestry,  but  both  his  parents  and  grand- 
parents w-ere  natives  of  the  eastern  states.  Mr.  Bradway  never  knew 
his  father,  who  died  when  Warren  was  a  small  child.  Mr.  Bradway 's 
mother  was,  before  her  marriage,  Anna  Parker.  She  was  a  niece  of 
William  W.  Parker,  of  the  prominent  Parker  family  of  Florence  Town- 
ship, referred  to  on  other  pages  of  this  work.  Anna  Parker  was  born 
at  Livonia,  New'  York,  February  15,  1827,  and  as  a  girl  came  to  Erie 
County.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her  only  son  and  child.  May  3,  1883. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Jlethodist  Church. 

Warren  Bradway  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  old  farm,  and  grew 
up  in  a  more  substantial  home  which  is  still  occi;pied  by  him  and  his 
family  as  a  place  of  residence.  While  one  of  the  older  houses  in  Flor- 
ence Township,  it  makes  a  cosy  home,  and  the  basement  under  the  house 
rests  upon  the  solid  foundation  of  natural  stone  which  underlies  all 
his  home  farm.  If  quarried,  this  stone  would  make  a  most  excellent 
Imihling  material.  The  house  in  which  he  now  lives  was  built  by  his 
mother's  father,  Ormal  Parker,  aboiit  fifty  years  ago.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  about  five  years  spent  at  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Bradway  has 
lived  all  his  life  in  this  one  home.  His  house  is  surrounded  by  fifteen 
acres  of  laud,  and  he  also  owns  a  fine  farm  of  151  acres  well  improved 
with  a  good  house  and  with  other  farm  buildings,  located  two  miles  north- 
east of  Wakeman  in  Huron  County.  This  is  a  valuable  and  pi-oductive 
farm,  well  stocked,  and  with  a  twilvc-acre  hearing  orchard. 

On  the  farm  in  llnion  (',,imi\  on  Ahiicli  7,  1866,  Mr.  Bradway 
was  married  to  Miss  ^l,ii'\-  ( 'i-awfiu'd,  wliu  was  l)orn  and  reared  there, 
llci-  hirlli|ilacc  was  alsd  in  a  l<.i;'  lumsr,  aiul  slif  lii-st  saw  th,'  lioht  (iF  day 
■  fanuai-v   11.  1S4:>.     .Mrs.  1 '.ra.lw  ay 's  paivnls  wnv  .M.-xaii.K-i'  and  Sadilla 

ford.  Both  her  parents  were  born  in  New  York  State  and  came  to  Wake- 
man  Township  wdien  young,  were  married  there,  and  started  housekeep- 
ing on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Bradway.  They  spent 
the  rest  of  their  lives  tlirrr  and  ln-r  lather  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
and  her  mother  in  isim.  wlim  s.v.nly-one  years  of  age.  Both  were 
active  members  of  the  .Mrtluidisi  Hiiisio|ial  Church,  and  in  politics  he 
was  a  democrat.  Mrs.  Bradway  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  two 
sons  and  eight  daughters,  and  of  these  five  daughters  and  one  son  are 
still  living,  married  and  have  families  of  their  own.  One  son,  Charles, 
enlisted  as  a  soldier  early  in  the  Civil  war,  going  out  with  a  company 
organized  at  W^akeman,  and  was  shot  in  one  of  the  battles  in  which  they 
were  engaged,  and  died  not  long  afterwards  while  in  hospital,  and  is 
buried  near  the  scene  of  his  last  battle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradway  have  one  child,  Rosina  B.,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  George  A.  Parker,  reference  to  whose  career  will  be  found  on 
other  pages.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Bradway  are  active  siip|Mirtrrs  of  .Innvhes 
and  all  moral  influences  in  their  community,  he  is  a  .IcnaMiai  m  |i<ilitics 
and  has  filled  several  of  the  local  positions  of  trust  and  ivsponsilulity. 
Mr.  Bradway  is  himself  a  splendid  exemplar  of  a  moral  and  upright  life. 
He  has  never  used  tobacco  in  any  form  nor  intoxicating  liquors  and  his 
self-controlled  and  temperate  living  is  well  expressed  in  his  perfect 
heaitli.  his  clear  eyes  and  fine  complexion. 

Hk.mjv  J.  L.VTTEM.w.  A  life  marked  by  unassuming  rectitude  and 
by  resolute  integrity  of  i)urpose  was  that  of  the  late  Henry  J.  Lattemau. 
who  for  thirty  years  was  numbered  among  the  representative  farmers 
and  hiMiorcd  citizens  of  Floj-ence  Township,  and  to  his  career  must  be 

devoted  a  brief  memorial  tribute  iu  this  history. 
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Born  iu  Browuhelm  Township  of  Lorain  County  June  29,  1857, 
Henry  J.  Latteman  spent  practically  all  his  life  either"  in  Lorain  or  Erie 
County,  and  died  on  the  homestead  now  occupied  by  I\Irs.  Latteman 
and  her  children  Slay  5,  1910.  The  Latteman  home  is  on  the  East  River 
road,  three  miles  south  of  Birmingham  in  Florence  Township.' 

This  is  a  family  which  has  exhibited  all  the  sterling  qualities  of  the 
German-American  type  of  citizen,  ilr.  Latteman  was  a  son  of  Adam 
and  Mai'y  (Engleberry)  Latteman,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Kur- 
hessen,  Germany,  the  former  in  1828  and  the  latter  in  1830.  They  grew 
up  as  neighbor  children  and  came  together  as  immigrants  to  the  United 
States  on  a  sailing  vessel  from  Bremen  to  New  York  City  in  1850.  A 
week  after  their  arrival  in  Brownhelm  Township  of  Lorain  County  they 
w-ere  married  and  with  an  equipment  of  thrift  and  industry  equal  to  all 
their  necessities  they  started  out  to  make  a  home.  They  acquired  and 
developed  a  large  farm  in  Henrietta  Township  of  Lorain  County,  and 
spent  their  last  days  in  peace  and  comfort  there.  The  father  died  in 
September,  1907,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  and  the  mother  in  May, 
1898,  aged  sixty-five.  For  a  number  of  years  they  attended  and  sup- 
ported the  ]Methodist  Church,  but  later  became  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  denomination.  Their  family  of  children  comprised  Adam, 
!Mary,  Henry  J.,  ^laggie,  Conrad,  Charles,  Anna  and  Fred,  all  of  whom 
are  living  except  Ileniy  and  all  married  except  the  j^oungest. 

Reared  in  Lorain  County,  Henry  J.  Latteman  accjuired  an  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  learned  also  the  lessons  of  industry  and  hon- 
esty in  his  home  circle,  and  in  prosecuting  the  various  duties  which 
were  assigned  him  as  a  boy.  He  began  farming  in  his  native  county, 
but  in  1880  removed  to  Florence  Tow'nship  in  Erie  County,  and  there 
acquired  56y2  acres  of  land.  That  was  his  home  the  rest  of  his  life, 
and  all  his  childi'en  were  born  there.  To  his  first  farm  he  added  more 
land  as  prosperity  rewarded  his  efforts,  buying  ninety-two  acres  and 
later  his  wife  inherited  eighteen  acx'es  of  land  ad.jaceut  and  formerly 
a  part  of  the  old  homestead  of  her  father.  The  Latteman  farm  is  on 
fine  rolling  land,  highly  productive,  and  its  buildings  are  in  a  good 
state  of  repair.  One  feature  of  the  place  is  a  four-acre  apple  orchard. 
This  farm  Mr.  Latteman  conducted  with  charactei'istie  thrift  and 
energy,  and  Mrs.  Latteman  since  his  death  has  proved  an  efficient  man- 
ager, being  assisted  in  that  task  by  her  sons. 

Since  she  was  two  and  a  half  years  of  age  Mrs.  Latteman  has  lived 
on  the  farm  where  she  married  Mr.  Latteman  and  which  is  still  her 
home.  Her  maiden  name  was  Barbara  Gleim.  She  was  born  in  Am- 
herst, Lorain  County,  November  23,  1856,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Anna  Dora  (Summer)  Gleim.  Both  her  parents  were  born  at  Christ 
Rosenberg,  Kurhessen,  Germany,  were  reared  in  that  countiy  and  came 
to  the  United  States  on  one  of  the  old  slow-going  sailing  vessels.  They 
arrived  in  Lorain  County  sixty-four  years  ano.  nnd  after  their  marriage 
tlicy  slarted  out  as  farmers  in  that  county.  In  I^.IS  ^Ir.  Gleim  brought 
his  wife  and  two  daughters  to  Florence  Tnw  iislii|i,  .-iiul  liought  the  land 
on  till'  l']ast  Tiiv(>r  road  where  Mrs.  Latteman  still  lives.  His  first  pur- 
chase iiiiii|iri>eil  forty  acres,  and  to  this  he  subsequently  added  another 
forly-lwii  aei,  s.  and  still  later  fifty-six  acres.  Mr.  Gleim  was  a  capable 
and  lUflhodical  farmer,  he  and  his  wife  were  both  good  managers,  and 
many  of  the  improvements  from  their  hands  are  still  in  evidence  around 
the  farm.  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Gleim  worked  very  hard  to  acquire  a  compe- 
tence, and  after  they  reached  a  degree  of  comfortable  circumstances  they 
moved  to  another  farm  in  Florence  Township,  where  he  passed  away 
February  9,  1909.  He  was  born  January  1-t,  1829.  Mrs.  Gleim  was 
born  March  9.  1830.  and  died  October  28,"  1910.  They  had  lieen  reared 
and    throughout    their   lives    were    faithful    to    the    German    Reformed 
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Cliureli,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  deiiiocrat.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Latteman 
were  the  parents  of  four  children.  George,  born  November  19,  1880, 
is  still  unmarried  and  is  his  mother's  capable  manager  on  the  home 
farm.  Katie  is  the  wife  of  John  Bohn,  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Lorain 
County  and  have  one  son,  Theodore.  Theodore,  the  third  child,  is  now 
farming  on  part  of  his  mother's  estate,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Berllia 
Nason  has  a  sou  named  Harold  and  a  daughter  named  Dorothy.  Anna 
Dorotliea.  the  youngest,  born  October  28,  1897,  is  still  at  home  and  has 
completed  her  education  in  the  district  schools.  Mrs.  Latteman  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  witli  which  denomination 
her  husband  was  also  identified,  while  politically  he  was  a  democratic 
voter. 

Adam  Berg.  What  Florence  Township  now  represents  as  an  agri- 
cultural and  social  community  can  be  credited  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
splendid  industry  and  thrift  of  the  German  settlers  in  this  section,  espe- 
cially during  its  development  through  the  last  half  eentm-y.  It  is  oL' 
this  fine  stock  that  Adam  Berg  is  a  representative.  His  family  has  been 
identified  with  Erie  County  since  the  years  preceding  the  Civil  war  and 
in  gaining  material  prosperity  for  themselves  they  have  also  helped 
to  forward  the  community  good. 

In  Florence  Township  and  near  his  present  homestead  Adam  Berg 
was  born  November  22,  1863.  His  parents  Fi-ederick  and  Elizabeth  (Ber- 
lip")  Berg  were  both  born  in  Hasefeld,  Germany,  the  father  on  March  15, 
LSI:!,  and  the  mother  in  1839.  They  were  6f  old  German  stock,  and  Evan- 
grlic;d  Chiiri-h  people.  Almost  immediately  after  their  marriage  in  Ger- 
many llicy  embarked  on  a  vessel  at  Bremen  and  started  for  the  United 
States.  Tliis  was  about  1857.  The  voyage  on  the  sailing  vessel  was 
characterized  by  roughness  of  the  seas  and  slow  movements,  and  aftei' 
some  weeks  they  landed  in  New  York,  and  came  on  direct  to  Erie 
County,  first  locating  in  Vermilion  Township.  A  few  years  later  they 
moved  to  Florence,  and  the  father  secured  a  small  tract  of  two  acres 
near  Vermilion  River.  It  was  in  that  small  homestead  and  in  the  midst 
of  few  comforts  that  all  their  children  were  born.  ILniiig  advanced 
himself  in  prosperity  the  father  then  moved  east  of  the  lirsi  r^inn.  .ind 
bought  seventy-seven  acres  on  the  township  line  and  opiidsiti-  llcurietla 
Township  of  Lorain  County.  The  new  home  was  within  a  mile  of  Ihe 
Village  of  Birmingham.  The  parents  made  some  improvements  on  that 
land  and  spent  the  rest  of  their  days  there.  Frederick  Berg  died  I\Iay 
27,  1908,  and  his  widow  passed  away  on  March  31,  1915.  They  were 
industrious,  kind  neighbors,  regular  in  their  church  attendance,  and 
after  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen  Frederick  Berg  adopted  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  republican  party  as  his  own. 

There  were  three  children.  Catherine,  born  November  17,  18G2, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Florence  Township,  has  never  married  antl 
is  now  sharing  the  comforts  of  the  old  home  and  keeping  house  for  her 
brother  Adam.  The  other  daughter,  Minnie,  born  August  30,  1870, 
married  Theodore  Ward  of  Pittsfield,  Ohio,  who  died  in  April,  1910. 
He  was  a  farmer.  By  this  iiiai'rin^v  llieiv  is  one  daughter,  Leona,  born 
February  19,  1903,  and  now  ,itti  inliiii;  llic  seventh  gr^de  of  school.  Mrs. 
Ward  and  her  daughter  live  at  the  nld  i'.erg  homestead,  and  all  the  three 
children  share  in  its  management  and  comfort.  Adam  Berg,  who  is  also 
a  bachelor,  grew  up  in  Florence  Township,  gained  his  education  from 
the  public  schools  and  for  the  past  thii-ty  years  has  steadily  pursued 
a  successful  career  as  a  farmer.    In  politics  he  is  a  republican. 

Ranson  F.  McLaughlin.  To  mention  the  naiiu'  of  this  line  old 
citizen   and  retired   I'aniU'r  of  ililan  is  to  recall   one  of  the  oldest  and 
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most  prominent  of  the  early  families  of  Erie  County.  It  was  due  to 
tlie  enterprise  of  his  Scotch-Irish  gi'andfather  that  the  family  was 
established  in  the  wilderness  of  Erie  County,  long  before  it  became  a 
i^ounty,  and  before  the  Xorthwest  had  been  completely  won  from  the 
dominion  of  the  English  and  the  Indians.  Happily  the  county  possesses 
a  permanent  memorial  to  this  family  of  pioneers  in  the  old  community 
of  3IcLaughlin  Corners  in  Berlin  Township. 

The  jjioneer  settler  was  John  JMcLaughlin,  who  was  born  in  Ireland 
of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  He  came  to  America  with  ten  brothers,  in 
the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Most  of  these  brothers 
remained  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  John,  who  was  one  of  the 
youngest  in  the  number,  showed  his  enterprise  by  pushing  on  a  few 
years  later  into  the  wilds  of  Ohio,  and  found  land  that  suited  him 
in  the  vicinity  of  what  was  then  only  an  Indian  camp  ground,  but 
is  now  the  Village  of  Milan.  He  and  his  little  family  were  living  here 
when  Hull  surrendered  Detroit,  and  he  heard  the  guns  that  announced 
the  battle  between  Perry's  fleet  and  the  English  vessels  at  Put-hi  l>ay 
on  Lake  Erie.  While  living  in  Pennsylvania  John  ilcLaughlin  mariicd 
Elizabeth  Hoak,  who  was  a  great-aunt  to  Nathaniel  Hoak  of  Eric 
County.  She  was  born  at  Georgetown  in  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania. 
After  their  marriage  they  came  out  to  what  is  now  Milan  Township, 
and  settled  on  lot  10  in  Berlin  Township,  where  John  McLaughlin 
secured  100  acres  of  completely  wild  land.  It  was  about  1810  that 
they  took  possession  and  built  a  rude  log  cabin  for  their  first 
shelter  and  home.  After  Hull  surrendered  to  the  American  forces  at 
Detroit  it  was  feared,  and  with  reason,  that  the  Indians,  the  constant 
allies  of  the  British,  would  swarm  all  over  Northern  Ohio  and  cai-ry 
devastation  and  slaughter  to  all  the  settlements.  Consequently  the 
McLaughlins  buried  all  they  could  in  a  well,  and  hurried  back  to 
Pennsylvania  to  her  home  in  Georgetown.  They  did  not  return  to 
Erie  County  until  the  American  forces  were  once  more  in  control,  and 
not  tintil  1814  or  1815.  This  fact  is  kno^vn  because  their  son  Milton, 
father  of  Ranson  F.  McLaughlin,  was  born  at  Georgetown,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  Christmas  Day,  1815.  Not  long  afterwards  the  little  family 
reoecupied  their  home  in  the  M'estern  part  of  Berlin  Township,  anil 
around  their  settlement  grew  up  in  time  a  communitj'  which  from  that 
day  to  this  lias  been  known  as  McLaughlin  Corners.  John  McLaughlin 
and  his  wife  spent  many  years  in  quiet  industry  and  useful  and  peace- 
able living  there,  and  both  died  before  the  Civil  war.  John  was 
seventy-seven  when  he  passed  away.  His  first  wife.  Miss  Hoak,  had 
died  a  number  of  years  before,  and  he  afterwards  married  a  Miss 
Leach,  who  died  without  children.  John  McLaughlin  and  wife  were 
earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chiirch  and  among  the 
first  of  that  denomination  in  Berlin  Township.  In  politics  the 
McLaughlins  were  ardent  supporters  of  the  whig  party  from  the  time 
it  came  into  existence  until  it  was  supplanted  by  the  republican  party, 
and  most  of  the  later  generations  have  been  republicans.  They  were 
also  prominent  as  early  abolitionists  in  Northern  Ohio,  and  many  a 
fugitive  slave  from  the  South,  en  route  to  Canada  and  freedom,  found 
a  haven  of  refuge  in  the  McLaughlin  home.  John  McLaughlin  and  his 
first  wife  had  nine  children,  three  sons  and  six  daughters:  Mary, 
better  known  as  Polly,  Catherine,  Nancy,  Elizabeth,  Henry,  Belinda, 
j\Iilton,  Anna  and  John.  All  married  except  Nancy  and  John,  and 
those  that  married  had  quite  large  families.  Most  of  them  lived  to  be 
past  middle  age,  but  all  are  now  deceased.  The  sons  of  John  McLaugh- 
lin were  all  skillful  and  noted  nimrods  in  the  early  days  in  Erie 
County.  Milton  McLaughlin  was  one  of  the  most  successful  hunters 
in  the  state.     In  the  fall  of  one  year  in  order  to  provide  meat  for  his 
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family  he  killed  twelve  deer,  besides  iiiueli  other  wild  game.  In  a 
single  year  he  killed  seventy-five  opossmns,  hundreds  of  squirrels  and 
wild  turkej'.  Practically  every  item  of  pioneer  experience  made 
familiar  through  the  pages  of  this  history  would  apply  to  the  ]\IcLaugh- 
liu  family.  It  is  recalled  as  only  one  incident  that  the  meal  for  their 
corn  cake  was  pounded  and  crushed  in  a  mortar  hollowed  out  from  the 
stump  of  a  tree. 

Milton  McLaughlin,  whose  birth  date  has  already  been  recorded  as 
occurring  on  Christmas  Day  of  1815,  grew  up  in  the  wilderness  of 
Erie  County,  and  besides  his  activity  as  a  hunter  he  was  distinguished 
by  great  strength  and  industry  in  his  more  permanent  vocation  as  a 
farmer.  He  was  also  employed  in  the  early  shipyards  at  ]\Iilan.  and 
was  an  expert  whip  sawyer.  From  his  own  land  he  cut  large  (|uantities 
of  timber  and  had  the  logs  sawed  in  the  mills  at  Milan,  and  then  sold 
and  delivered  the  dressed  lumber  to  the  markets  in  Liverpool,  England. 
His  industry  largely  improved  the  old  home  known  as  the  ^IcLaughlin 
homestead  of  100  acres,  and  much  of  this  land  is  still  owned  by  his 
son  William.  Milton  ^IcLanghlin  and  wife  spent  nearly  all  their  active 
years  there,  but  finally  retired  to  Milan  Village,  to  a  pleasant  home 
on  Center  Street,  where  he  died  in  1887  .and  she  in  1893.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Churc;h,  while  his  wife  was  a  Presliyterian. 
He  voted  for  a  number  of  whig  candidates  for  President,  and  later 
became  an  equally  strong  republican.  Milton  McLaughlin  was  married 
at  Milan  to  Miss  Mary  Krom.  She  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  New 
York,  April  28,  1822,  and  was  seventy-one  years  of  age  when  she 
passed  away  at  Milan.  Her  parents  were  Abraham  and  Maiy  J. 
(Cotrant)  Krom,  both  New  York  State  people.  In  1840  the  Krom  family 
came  to  Ohio,  and  her  parents  spent  the  rest  of  their  daj-s  in  Erie 
Cnuiity.  Abraham  Krom  was  born  in  Paris,  France,  was  educated 
there,  taught  school,  and  after  coming  to  the  United  States  was  married 
in  New  York  to  Miss  Cotrant,  who  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  They 
were  both  birthright  Quakers,  and  their  daughter  Mrs.  McLaughlin 
was  also  reared  in  that  simple  faith. 

Ranson  P.  JIcLaughlin,  who  with  his  descendants  might  well  take 
pride  in  his  sturdy  pioneer  ancestry,  was  born  on  the  old  farm  in 
Berlin  Township  June  9,  1839.  He  has  already  lived  moi'e  than  three 
quai-tcrs  of  a  eentiirj'.  As  a  boy  he  attended  school  in  Berlin  Heights, 
and  nuich  of  his  education  came  from  that  great  teacher,  the  venerable 
■Job  h'ish.  After  reaching  his  majority  he  started  out  in  the  permanent 
vocation  of  his  career  as  a  farmer,  and  for  fifty-three  years  occupied 
and  operated  114  acres  in  Berlin  Township  near  ^McLaughlin  Corners. 
On  that' one  place  he  and  his  wife  spent  fifty-three  years,  but  in  1913 
they  returned  to  Milan  Village  and  bought  an  attractive  home  on 
Seminary  Street,  overlooking  the  Huron  River  valley  and  adjoining 
the  birthplace  of  Thomas  A.  Edison. 

In  18(30  ]\Ir.  McLaughlin  married  Miss  Sarali  Desire  Springer.  She 
was  born  near  the  Village  of  Bei'lin  January  12,  1842,  and  besides  such 
education  as  the  local  schools  supplied  she  attended  Oberlin  College. 
Her  parents  were  Job  L.  and  Lydia  (Sayles)  Springer.  They  were 
both  born  in  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  her  father  on  September  3. 
1804,  and  her  mother  in  1810.  They  were  married  there  in  1829,  and 
their  first  son,  Lorin  L.  Springer,  was  born  in  New  York  State.  Then 
in  1832  the  Springers  came  West,  following  the  Erie  Canal  as  far  as 
Buffalo,  and  thence  by  small  boat  up  Lake' Erie  to  Huron  Village.  They 
finally  located  on  a  farm  in  Berlin  Township,  at  a  time  when  nearly 
all  the  surrounding  country  was  new  and  undeveloped.  On  that  farm 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Springei-  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  He  died  there  in 
September.  18C2,  and  his  wife  on  Marrli  6,  1874.     They  were  consistenl 
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church  people,  and  deserve  mentiou  auioug  the  worthiest  of  the  early 
settlers.  Mr.  Springer  and  all  his  seven  sons  were  active  republicans, 
and  there  were  also  two  daughters  in  the  family  that  grew  up.  All 
the  children  married  except  one  son  who  was  accidentally  killed  when 
a  log  rolled  upon  him. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLaughlin  have  two  children.  Charles  W.,  who 
died  at  his  home  in  Berlin  Pleights  in  1905  at  the  age  of  forty-four, 
married  Louisa  A.  Weitzmau,  who  died  in  1900,  leaving  two  children, 
(Jlift'oi'd  Rauson  and  Mildred  j\lay.  Franklin  E.,  the  younger  son,  was 
born  December  11,  1870,  and  w:i's  iiiaii'i<Ml   in   1!)01  to  Maude  Wells  of 

Milan.     They  now  live  in  Watci!iiir\ .  ('n itimt,  where  he  practices 

dentistry,  being  agraduate  of  the  dental  drpai-tinent  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor.  Doctor  and  ilrs.  ilcLaughlin  have  four  chil- 
dren :  Dorothy  II.,  Herbert  E.,  Harold  Ranson  and  Eunice  Eugenia. 
iMr.  and  Mrs.  jMcLaughlin  are  active  members  of  the  Milan  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  they  have  been  members  of  Berlin  Heights  Grange  No. 
;J45  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  since  1884.  In  politics  he  is  a  repub- 
lican, thus  maintaining  the  political  traditions  and  principles  so  long 
supported  by  the  family. 

WiLLi.vM  HuMM.  In  the  western  part  of  Florence  Township,  Eric; 
County,  will  be  found  the  attractive  farm  home  of  William  Ilumm. 
who  is  known  in  and  about  the  connnunity  as  a  leader  in  progressive  and 
scientific  farming.  'Sir.  Humm's  acrease.  while  not  large,  is  ample  for 
his  needs,  his  tract  of  111  acris  li.in.j'  enough  to  occupy  his  every  mo- 
ment and  to  require  as  well  the  a^Mi  -I  lalMirs  of  one  or  more  a.ssistants 
throughout  the  year.  Ninety-nine  aeres  is  maintained  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  while  the  remaining  twelve  aeres  is  heavily  wooded  and  is 
held  in  reserve  by  its  owner. 

William  Ilunnn  was  l)orn  in  Switzerland  on  January  31,  18.33,  and 
is  a  son  of  Jaeol)  ami  Cailierine  i  IJoth)  Humm,  born  on  Mai'ch  23,  1813, 
and  January  Id,  iM'.'i,  ivsp.ctaely.  They  were  of  Swiss  bii-th  and 
parentage,  thougli  residents  of  Iti'euien,  Germany,  for  some  time  prior  to 
their  removal  to  America.  Their  son,  William,  of  this  review,  was  eight- 
een mouths  old  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  their  new  home,  so 
that  he  is  essentially  American,  though  of  foreign  birth. 

With  reference  to  the  American  experiences  of  the  family  of  Jacob 
Humm,  it  may  be  said  briefly  that  from  New  York  they  came  west  to 
Ohio,  stopping  first  in  Cleveland,  where  they  remained  about  three 
years,  and  later  moving  on  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  they  established 
a  home'  and  where  they  passed  the  reinainini;  xcais  of  their  lives.  They 
moved  about  some  in  Erie  County  liefoi'e  liiiding  their  real  home,  but 
Florence  Township  ultimately  came  to  claim  them  as  her  own.  They 
owned  a  100  acre  .farm  there,  and  it  was  reckoned  among  the  fine  places 
in  the  township.  They  were  ijeojjle  who  possessed  many  worthy  traits 
of  character  and  their  lives  wei'i'  s|)leiiiliil  exaMi|iles  of  good  citizenship, 
and  of  wholesome  and  thiifty  li\iiie\  .Mm-h  eiedit  was  due  to  them  for 
the  organization  and  faithlid  supiiort  of  the  (leriuan  Reformed  Church 
at  Henrietta,  Ohio,  and  Jacob  Ilumm  was  an  elder  in  its  ruling  body  for 
some  years.    He  died  in  1894  and  his  widow  followed  in  1897. 

Twice  married,  Jacob  Humm  w^as  the  father  of  fourteen  children. 
The  seven  children  of  his  first  wife  reached  maturity,  but  all  are  now 
deceased.  William  Humm  was  the  first  child  of  his  father's  second 
marriage,  and  two  other  sous  and  a  datighter  survive.  The  daughter, 
Martha  Humm,  is  the  wife  of  Sebert  Curth,  of  Ashland  County,  Ohio, 
and  Charles  is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Florence  Township,  as  is  also 
Edward.    Both  are  married. 
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William  liumm  had  siieh  educational  advantages  as  the  common 
schools  of  his  home  communit,y  afforded,  and  he  continued  at  home  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage  to  Catherine  Geist,  of  Henrietta,  Loraine 
County,  Ohio,  in  1873.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  on  July  17,  1855, 
and  was  but  nine  months  old  when  her  parents,  William  and  Catherine 
(Eckhart)  Geist,  came  to  the  United  States.  Lorain  County  became 
their  home,  and  they  passed  the  romniiiiiinf  years  of  their  lives  within  its 
liorders.  AVilliam  Geist  niaiiifrstrd  iiis  .illc- i;iiicr  to  his  adopted  country 
by  enlisting  for  service  in  the  Civil  wai-,  and  his  service  covered  a  period 
of  twcniy-two  months.  In  that  time  he  parlieipaled  in  many  important 
engagements,  and  not  once  was  he  disqualilied  for  action  as  a  result  of 
injuries.  His  record  was  a  praiseworthy  one  in  all  respects.  With  the 
close  of  the  war  he  took  up  farm  life  again  in  Henrietta,  and  there  he 
passed  away  when  he  was  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  well-spent  life. 
His  widow  survived  a  few  years  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 
Both  were  charter  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  Hen- 
rietta, and  ably  assisted  the  parents  of  William  Humm  in  its  establish- 
ment. To  them  were  born  a  son  and  daughter,  the  latter  becoming  the 
wife  of  the  subject,  as  lias  already  appeared.  The  son,  Adam,  resides 
near  Kipton,  Ohio,  and  I  In  re  lias  i-eared  a  family  of  eight  children. 

To  William  and  Callierinc  (uist  1  Ilumm  one  child  was  boim,  Caro- 
line, born  January  13,  1876,  the  wife  of  Aaron  D.  Webber,  who  was 
bom  April  13,  1873,  in  Jamestown,  Pennsylvania.  The  Webbers  make 
their  home  with  ilrs.  Webber's  parents  and  are  the  ow-ners  of  a  twenty- 
five  acre  tract  adjoining  the  Humm  property.  They  have  two  living 
sons,  Clarence  William,  born  March  28,  1899,  and  Karl  Elmer,  born 
August  17,  1910.  Their  first  born  child,  Warren,  born  March  25,  1897, 
died  on  October  1,  in  the  same  year. 

The  home  of  William  Humm  is  one  that  is  worthy  of  special  notice. 
The  house,  a  comfortable  and  appropriate  structure,  with  nine  airy- 
rooms  and  all  modern  conveniences,  presents  the  cheerfuland  home-like 
exterior  that  a  white  house  with  green  blinds  invariably  will,  and  all 
about  are  the  evidences  of  the  love  of  home  that  is  a  dominant  charac- 
teristic in  the  family.  Mr.  Humm  is  justly  proud  of  the  record  of  his 
acres,  and  bumper  crops  are  the  rule  with  him.  Twenty-five  bushels  of 
wheat  to  the  acre,  forty  bushels  of  oats  and  100  of  com  are  average  crops 
on  his  place,  and  the  meadow  lands  yield  abundantly.  He  keeps  a  good 
deal  of  livestock  on  the  farm,  all  of  which  is  fed  on  the  produce  of  the 
land.  Mr.  Humm  came  into  ownership  of  the  farm  in  the  spring  of 
1894  and  the  many  impidvements  there  in  evidence  today  have  been 
made  by  him  siiu-e  thai    time. 

All  considered.  .Mr.  lliiinm  is  properly  considered  in  the  community 
to  be  a  farming  man  of  nnieh  ability,  and  his  record  and  standing  in 
matters  of  citizenship  will  bear  rigid  inspection.  With  his  wife  he  is 
an  attendant  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Florence  as  is  also  the 
daughter  and  her  family.  He  has  no  political  affUiations,  and  has  not 
entered  into  that  phase  of  the  community  life  beyond  the  reasonable 
activities  of  a  voter. 

Harry  J.  Thompson.  Among  the  prosperous  rural  residents  of 
Florence  Township  few  have  had  a  more  active  and  varied  career  than 
Harry  J.  Thompson.  Mr.  Thompson,  who  has  passed  the  psalmist 's  span 
of  three  score  and  ten,  saw  active  service  as  a  soldier  during  the  critical 
time  of  the  rebellion,  and  later  for  a  number  of  years  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  rubber  manxifacturei-s  in  America,  and  helped  to  found  one  of 
the  greatest  concerns  for  the  manufacture  of  rubber  goods  in  the  world. 
For  the  past  thirty  years  his  home  has  been  in  Erie  County,  and  he 
has  ein|)]oye(l  his  time  and  energies  in  the  quiet  routine  of  agriculture. 
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Though  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  26,  1842,  ]Mr.  Thompson  spent 
most  of  his  early  career  in  the  eastern  states  and  cities.  His  parents 
were  Andrew  and  Henrietta  (Joslin)  Thompson.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Norway,  and  grew  up  in  the  industries  connected  with  mari- 
time enterprise,  became  a  ship  carpenter,  and  in  the  course  of  his  em- 
ployment in  that  work  came  to  America  locating  at  Cleveland.  For 
some  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Greal  Lakes  marine,  but  finally 
removed  to  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  died  there  in  l.s46  at  the  age  of 
thirty-nine.  While  in  New  York  City  he  marrieil  .Miss  Joslin,  who  was 
a  New  .lefsey  girl.  She  married  for  her  second  husband  William  Haga- 
doni.  ami  slic  died  in  New  York  City  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine. 
Her  siidiiil  liushaud  also  married  again,  but  his  subsequent  career  is  not 
known  to  ilr.  Thompson  beyond  the  fact  that  he  was  a  sailor. 

It  was  in  New  York  City  that  Harry  J.  Thompson  spent  his  early 
years,  and  along  with  public  training  ediicated  himself  as  a  pharmacist. 
He  gave  this  up  to  become  a  student  of  rubber  manufacturing,  but  in 
the  meantime  had  made  his  record  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union  during  the 
Civil  war.  He  enlisted  in  1861  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  in  the  Third 
New  Jersey  Regiment  of  Infantry  for  the  three  months  service.  In  1862 
he  again  enlisted,  this  time  in  the  li''ourteenth  New  Jersey  Regiment,  antl 
was  in  active  service  with  that  command  from  August,  1862,  until 
March,  1863.  He  was  iIkh  assigned  to  the  medical  department  in  the 
regular  army,  and  durin-j  the  rest  of  the  war  served  as  a  hospital  steward. 

Mr.  Thompson  (iriuiiiated  some  of  the  processes  which  are  at  the  basis 
of  the  modern  industry  of  rubber  goods  mauiifacture.  In  1871  he  came 
to  Akron,  Ohio,  and  soon  afterward  introduced  his  formula  for  the  mak- 
ing of  ruliber  goods  into  the  small  plant  of  Doctor  Goodrich.  He  became 
the  first  supiTiiiirii(leiit  of  the  Goodrich  concern,  and  liis  ])i'()rrsses  served 
as  the  basis  Uiv  that  great  industry.  It  was  largely  Ihidin^h  his  man- 
agement tlial  I  he  husiness  became  prosperous  and  after  two  years  of 
experimenting  he  had  the  plant  started  toward  permanent  success.  The 
products  of  the  Goodrich  Rubber  Company  are  now  known  and  in  use 
practically  all  over  the  world,  and  it  is  an  important  distinction  that 
an  Erie  County  man  should  have  been  so  closely  identified  with  the 
early  success  of  this  concern.  For  several  j^ears  Mr.  Thompson  also 
carried  on  a  small  factor\^  of  his  own,  but  in  1884  came  to  Vermilion, 
Ohio,  and  after  one  year  as  superintendent  of  Linwood  Park  moved  to 
Florence  Township,  where  he  has  since  followed  farming. 

For  his  first  wife  ilr.  Thompson  married  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
R^ith  A.  Cubberley,  who  was  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
died  in  Florence  Townsliip  of  Erie  County  November  24,  1893,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine.  No  children  survived  her.  In  December,  1895,  Mr. 
Thompson  married  in  Florence  Township  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Clary.  Mrs. 
Thompson,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  E.  Morse,  was  born  in  Brown- 
helm  Township  of  Lorain  County  July  11,  1846,  and  since  she  was  six 
years  of  age  has  lived  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  her  and  Mr.  Thomp- 
son. She  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  families  of  Northern  Ohio,  and  was 
formerly  the  wife  of  Fred  ]\I.  Clary,  of  the  prominent  Florence  Town- 
ship family  sketched  on  other  pages. 

Mrs.  Thompson  is  a  daughter  of  Mark  and  Harriet  (Bartlett)  Morse. 
Her  father  was  a  kinsman  of  Samuel  B.  Morse,  famed  as  the  inventor  of 
the  magnetic  telegraph.  Her  father  was  born  in  Great  Barrington, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  married  in  Brownhelm  Township  of  Lorain 
County,  whither  both  he  and  his  wife  had  settled  when  young.  In 
1852  they  removed  to  Florence  Township,  and  lived  on  their  farm  until 
retiring  to  Birmingham.  Her  father  died  March  17,  1898,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three.     Her  mother,  who  was  born  in  K(;ene,  New  Hampshire, 
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in  May,  1821,  died  in  June.  1883.    Mrs.  Thompson's  mother  was  a  nieiu- 
ber  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  her  father  was  a  republican. 

The  farm  now  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  is  one  of  the 
noted  country  estates  of  Florence  Township,  comprising  100  acres  lo- 
cated near  Birmingham,  ilr.  Thompson,  who  is  a  strong  repulilican, 
served  as  postmaster  of  Birmingham  under  President  ]\IcKinlcy.  and 
has  also  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the-peace  in  his  township  witli  greal 
credit.  Both  lie  and  his  wife  arc  members  of  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Benjamin  Is.vac  Hill.  The  Hill  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  continu- 
ously identified  with  Erie  County  for  almost  a  century.  Benjamin  1. 
Hill,  who  occupies  a  fine  iMniiilry  home  in  Berlin  Township  with  post- 
office  at  Berlin  Heights,  luis  liims.lt'  witnes.sed  fuUj-  seventy  years  of 
changes  and  developments  iji  this  part  of  Northern  Ohio. 

The  record  of  the  Hill  family  in  America  begins  nearly  300  years 
ago.  The  emigrant  ancestor  was  John  Hill,  who  emigrated  from  North- 
ampton, England,  in  1644,  and  first  located  in  the  Barbadoes  in  the 
British  West  Indies.  He  made  the  voyage  on  the  Hopewell,  and  lived 
in  the  Barbadoes  with  his  family  for  about  ten  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  married  Frances  Symouds,  and  in  1654  removed  to  Guilford, 
Connecticut,  where  his  tiisl  wife  died  in  May,  1673.  He  married  for  his 
Hecdiid  wife  (':illieriiie  (li.ilker  of  Saybrook,  Connecticut.  John  Hill 
died  al  (iuilfiii-d  .liiiie  s.  Ills;).  His  son  James  Hill,  who  was  born  in 
1H46  and  (_lied  .March  '2r>,  1715.  married  Sarah  Griswold,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children.  The  second  child  and  the  first  son  was 
Isaac  Hill,  who  was  born  at  Guilford  September  5,  1685,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1775.  He  married  Ann  Parmelee  and  had  a  large  family. 
Their  son  James,  born  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  died  March  10. 
1734.  He  married  Mary  Fry,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, including  James,  Jr.,  who  married  Hannah  Nettl^son.  A  son  of 
James  and  Hannah  Hill,  Noah,  Sr.,  who  was  bom  February  27,  1754. 
died  in  May,  1826.  Noah,  Sr.,  married  Carolina  Parmelee,  and  had  a 
large  family. 

Next  in  line  is  Noah  Hill,  Jr.,  grandfather  of  Benjamin  I.  Hill.  Xoali. 
Jr.,  was  born  October  4,  1784,  and  died  May  27,  1864.  He  marrie.l 
Susan  liiiialls.  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  April  27,  1784.  This  pioneer 
couple  esiaiilislhd  the  family  name  and  fortunes  in  Erie  County,  having 
left  (iuilfiii'd.  Connecticut,  in  1818.  They  came  by  way  of  river,  canal 
and  lake  to  Huron,  Ohio,  and  tlience  through  the  dense  woods  to  the 
])resent  site  of  Berlin  Heights.  Noah  Hill  bought  a  ti'act  of  raw  land, 
now  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  Berlin  Heights  Village.  There  he 
erected  his  first  home,  a  humble  log  cabin,  and  was  soon  regarded  as  a 
man  of  influence  and  high  standing  in  the  communit,v.  At  that  time 
Berlin  Township  was  called  Eldridge  Township,  part  of  the  laud  being 
owned  by  a  man  named  Eldridge.  This  land  owner  was  unscruinilous. 
and  not  only  sold  but  resold  the  same  pieces  of  land  and  defi'auded 
manj'  of  tlie  early  settlers.  In  consequence  of  this  conduct  Noah  Hill 
led  a  movement  which  brought  about  a  change  in  the  name  of  the  town- 
ship from  Eldridge  to  Berlin.  In  many  other  ways  he  showed  his 
influence  as  a  man  of  strictest  honesty  and  upright  cliaracter.  By 
trade  Noah  Hill  was  a  boat  builder,  an  occupalioii  which  took  him  out 
of  Erie  County  and  he  fre(|iiently  matle  business  trips  as  far  as  Detroit. 
His  widow  survived  him  about  si.xfeen  years  and  died  when  about 
ninety-seven  years  old.  She  was  a  vigorous  woman  almost  to  the  last 
and  had  been  a  successful  teacher  for  ten  years  before  her  marriage. 
Both  she  and  her  liusband  lived  the  religious  faith  and  doctrines  as 
jireaelied  by  the  lOiiiscopal  Church.     In  jxilitics  he  was  a  whig  for  many 
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years  and  joined  the  republican  party  at  the  time  of  its  organization. 
He  was  likewise  an  ardent  abolitionist,  and  courageously  practiced  the 
doctrine  in  wliich  he  believed  at  a  time  when  the  abolition  movement 
was  decidedly  unpopular.  Noah  Hill  aud  wife  had  eleven  sons  and 
daughters. 

In  the  ne.\t  generation  is  Edwin  Ingalls  Hill,  who  was  the  father 
of  Benjamin  I.  Hill.  He  was  born  in  Guilford,  Connecticut,  August  9, 
1809,  and  was  still  a  boy  when  the  family  came  to  Erie  County  in  1818. 
He  grew  up  on  a  farm  not  far  from  Berlin  Heights,  aud  for  many  years 
he  lived  in  nothing  better  in  the  way  of  a  home  than  a  log  house.  After 
his  marriage  he  acquired  the  possession  of  part  of  the  old  Hill  home- 
stead, farmed  there  for  a  time,  and  eventually  bought  a  farm  that  is  now 
included  in  the  village  corporation  limits.  There  he  constructed  a  sub- 
stantial residence,  now  occupied  by  his  widow.  Edwin  I.  Hill  was  first 
married  ilarch  5,  1833,  to  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Tennaut,  who  came  to  Erie 
County  when  a  girl  from  New  York  State.  She  died  August  30,  1842. 
leaving  the  following  children:  Horace  who  was  born  iMarch  6,  1834, 
and  was  the  second  man  to  enlist  at  Berlin  Heights  for  service  in  the 
Civil  war,  joining  Company  C  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio 
Infantry,  under  Captain  Sprague,  and  continuing  a  faithful  soldier 
until  shot  down  on  the  battlefield  of  Resaca,  Georgia;  Benj;iinin  Isaac, 
who  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Alphia  Amelia,  who  was  biu'ii  \'ii\ nnlni- 
30,  1838,  and  died  after  her  marriage  to  Charles  Tillinghasl  ;  mikI  lliiiiy 
E.,  who  was  born  December  11,  1840,  and  died  in  Erie  County  in  the 
fall  of  1913,  Ins  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Louisa  Harter,  now 
residing  at  Akron,  Ohio,  and  the  mother  of  four  children.  On  May  7, 
1843,  Edwin  I.  liill  married  Catherine  Wendell,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many but  was  reared  in  Erie  County.  She  died  January  27,  1855,  leav- 
ing a  davighter  Lucy  Ann,  who  was  born  in  1844,  and  died  May  10, 
1864.  On  June  15,  1857,  Edwin  I.  Hill  married  for  his  third  wife  Sallie 
Bowler  Peabody.  She  was  born  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  July  20, 
1837,  and  has  lived  in  Erie  County  since  she  was  ten  years  of  age.  Her 
parents  were  George  A.  and  Ann  (Spencer)  Peabody.  By  the  third 
marriage  Edwin  I.  Hill  had  two  children :  Sterling  L.,  who  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Berlin  Heights  November  24,  1859,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  largest  fiiiit  growers  in  Erie  County;  and  Louise  Augusta, 
who  was  born  June  4,  1868,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  a  Congregational  min- 
ister near  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Benjamin  I.  Hill,  a  son  of  Edwin  I.  and  Lucy  Ann  (Tennant)  Hill, 
was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  still  lives  near  Berlin  Heights  in  a  log 
cabin  on  February  20,  1836.  With  the  exception  of  one  year  he  has 
spent  practically  all  his  life  of  nearly  oiirhty  years  in  this  one  commun- 
ity. That  exception  of  a  year  was  due  id  :i  iri]]  which  he  took  in  early 
manhood  in  search  of  wealth  in  the  wc^lcrii  u;iildHelds.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  in  1859  he  and  five  others  slartetl  out  for  Pike's  Peak, 
Colorado,  going  from  j\Iilan,  by  way  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and  there 
equipping  themselves  with  four  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  wagon.  Their  jour- 
ney over  the  plains  required  about  six  we(»ks,  and  Mr.  Hill  drove  the 
team  all  the  way.  While  in  the  AYest  lir  mri  Horace  Greeley,  who  at 
that  time  was  deeply  interested  in  Coloradi)  .ill'airs.  His  experience  in 
Colorado  were  of  an  arduous  and  varied  character,  but  without  the 
attainment  of  the  principal  object,  riches  in  the  gold  mines.  On  the 
way  out  the  party  met  a  band  of  Cheyenne  and  Pawnee  Indians,  and 
while  unmolested  the  travelers  had  to  summon  up  all  their  coolness  and 
resolution  when  the  Indians  circled  around  them  and  made  a  conspicu- 
ous display  of  scalps  taken  from  the  heads  of  white  men.  These  Indians 
employed  every  resource  and  method  of  persuasion  to  induce  the  wliilc 
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meu  to  part  with  the  only  woman  of  the  party,  ]Mrs.  George  Waft'nl  of 
Berlin  Township.  The  chief  of  the  Indians  offered  ponies  and  almost 
every  article  he  had  to  secui-e  this  woman  for  himself. 

I\Ir.  Hill  since  returning  from  his  western  tour  has  been  content  to 
pursue  his  career  quietly  as  a  farmer  and  has  been  bountifully  prospered 
from  the  erojis  of  the  soil  and  has  gained  a  greater  wealth  of  goods  and 
popular  esteem  there  than  he  could  have  found  in  the  West  had  he 
been  moderately  successful  as  a  miner.  He  has  one  of  the  best  home- 
steads in  Berlin  Township.  lie  has  eighty  acres  under  cultivation. 
eligilily  situated  iicnr  linlin  Ilci'jhts.  and  has  a  fine  orchard  of  fifteen 
acres.  :i|i|i|is.  ihi'tc  iii'ivs  (if  prnrli  lives,  and  some  pear  trees.  His  liom(- 
is  a  lariie  and  eiimnKidious  ilwelling  of  twelve  rooms,  and  for  many  years 
he  has  had  all  the  means  necessary  for  his  comfort  and  convenience. 

In  the  course  of  his  long  career  Mr.  Hill  has  performed  his  share 
of  public  duties.  He  has  held  the  office  of  township  trustee  and  other 
local  positions  and  thus  keeps  up  the  honorable  record  of  the  family, 
his  father  and  grandfather  having  similarly  held  local  i)laces  of  trust 
and  resiionsibility. 

In  Berlin  Township  not  long  after  he  started  upon  his  independent 
career  as  a  farmer,  jMr.  Hill  married  ^Miss  Sarah  Willey,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  State  October  27,  1837,  a  daughter  of  Salmon  and  Durinda 
(Snow)  Willey,  who  were  born  and  married  in  East  Haddon,  Connecti- 
cut. Her  gi-andfather  Willey  was  a  patriot  soldier  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  and  a  man  of  the  highest  standing  in  his  community  in  Con- 
necticut. Her  maternal  grandfather  was  Ebenezer  Snow  of  Connecticut, 
who  late  in  life  moved  to  Ohio  and  died  at  Berlin  Heights  when  quite 
old.  Salmon  Willey  and  wife  moved  from  Connecticut  to  New  York 
State,  where  Jlrs.  Hill  was  born,  and  in  1863  made  the  trip  from  Albany 
to  Erie  County,  where  Mr.  Willey  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  His 
widow  sub.sequently  returned  to  Albany,  New  York,  and  died  in  the 
home  of  a  daughter  Mrs.  Marietta  J.  Pultz  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 
Mrs.  Hill  received  her  education  partly  at  Albany  and  partly  in  the  high 
school  at  Kinderhook,  New  York.  Mr.  and  l\Irs.  Hill  had  one  son,  Willey 
Harvey,  who  was  born  in  1866,  and  was  educated  at  Berlin  Heights  anti 
pursued  commercial  courses  in  Oberlin  College.  For  a  time  he  was  a 
teacher  and  later  was  employed  by  the  firm  of  Carnegie  &  Phipps  at 
Pittsburg,  but  subsequently  returned  to  live  with  his  parents  and  died 
here  ilarch  24,  1908.  He  was  a  man  of  active  and  progressive  powei's. 
and  his  early  death  was  widely  mourned  in  the  county.  He  was  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  ordei-.  Willey  TI.  Hill  was  married  at  Port- 
land, Connecticut,  to  Ann  Goodsiin d  Snirkland.  She  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and  reared  and  educale(_l  there,  and  is  a  woman  of  high  culture 
and  refinement.  One  of  her  ancestors  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  she  is  also  connected  with  the  Kilburn  family  of  Connecticut. 
Mrs.  Willey  H.  Hill  has  two  children :  Benjamin  Sage,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  and  Willey  Harvey,  who  was  born  Augu.st  25,  1908,  and  is  now 
attending  school.  The  younger  Mrs.  Hill  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Both  Mrs.  Benjamin  Hill  and  her  daughter  ai'e 
active  members  of  the  Tuesday  Tourist  Club  at  Berlin  Heights,  and 
both  have  held  offices  in  that  leading  social  and  literary  club  of  the  vil- 
lage. Mr.  Hill  is  a  republican  and  his  son  was  of  the  same  political 
faith. 

Gkokok  Dk.\.m.\n.  a  member  of  the  class  of  men  who  have  stepped 
aside  from  the  path  of  active  labor  to  allow  to  pass  the  younger  genera- 
tion of  workers,  with  their  enthusiasm,  hopes  and  ambitions,  George 
Denman  of  Birmingham  is  one  of  the  highlj'  respected  residents  of  liis 
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community.  Throughout  the  period  of  a  long  and  useful  career  he  was 
engaged  iu  agricultural  pursuits  in  Florence  Township,  and  with  the 
exception  of  four  years  in  the  State  of  Missouri  has  passed  his  entire  life 
in  Erie  County,  having  been  born  on  the  farm  which  he  still  owns,  IV2 
miles  from  Birmingham,  in  Florence  Township,  November  7,  1843,  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Patima  (Pjirker*  Dnunan. 

William  Denman,  the  uiniul  f.il  lur  of  George  Denmau,  was  born  in 
England,  was  there  reared,  iMliic.it.-d  and  married,  and  with  his  wife  emi- 
grated to  the  United  Stati.s  prior  lo  the  year  1800  and  settled  in  Sulli- 
van County,  New  York,  where  they  passed  the  remaining  years  of  their 
lives.  Their  son,  Thomas  Denman,  was  born  in  that  county,  April  20, 
1800,  and  received  a  eominnn  schnnl  education,  being  reared  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  under  his  I'.iIIk  i"s  diivetion.  His  brother,  John,  had  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  then  fai-  Wrsi,  and  when  still  a  young  man  Thomas 
Denman  set  forth  on  foot  to  jiiake  the  long  journey,  carrying  with  him 
his  trusty  axe.  Finally  arriving  in  Erie  County,  he  purchased  land  in 
Florence  Township,  paying  therefor  $3  and  $4  an  acre,  hewed  himself  a 
home  from  the  wildiTiiems.  and  i-ontiinu'd  to  hv  engaged  iu  agricultui'al 
pursuits  here  duriiM^  lli.  ivmaiiiiiiu  .\rais  nf  liis  life,  his  death  occurring 
July  28,  1858.  This  |.in|HTly,  wlii.-l,  Mil,s.',|u,iii |y  became  the  home  of 
his  son  and  is  still  owned  by  iiim,  was  llie  site  of  one  of  the  most  famous 
campmeetings  in  the  history  of  Ohio.  Chosen  as  the  scene  of  the  event 
because  of  the  presence  of  a  fine  spring  of  clear,  cool  water,  it  was  at  that 
time,  soiiiii  eigbty-on(^  or  cig-hty-two  years  as'o.  in  the  midst  of  a  veritable 
wililci'iicss,  witli  11(1  I'dads  liiidiiiLi'  llii  ii'lo  sa\i'  siiiall  openings  which  led 
to  the  slafc  liiiihways.  Xrverllirl,  ss  the  -at  li.'i-inii'.  called  together  by 
one  IxeVfiviKl  Shelby,  a  pioneer  uiiiii.ster.  was  a  large  one,  the  pioneer 
fariiu  IS  and  lluir  families  traveling  from  their  new  homes  for  miles  and 
miles  aroiuul  and  from  far  beyond  the  limits  of  Erie  County. 

Tliomas  Denman  was  imbued  with  the  true  spirit  of  the  pioneer,  a 
longing  for  a  home  of  his  own  on  which  he  could  work  out  his  own  des- 
tiny and  accumulate  his  own  fortune.  He  belonged  to  the  sturdy,  hardy 
type  without  which  the  w'ilderness  would  have  remained  unconquered. 
While  content  to  remain  as  a  private  citizen,  and  not  desirous  of  public 
preferment,  he  took  a  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
day  and  voted  stanchly  with  the  wliiu-  ]iarty  until  the  formation  of  the 
republican  party,  and  his  last  ]irisid-hi  ial  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  John 
C.  Fremont,  the  "Pathfinder  ol!  the  Kdiky  ilountains,"  in  1856.  Mr. 
Denman  was  married  in  Florence  Township  to  Miss  Fatima  Parker, 
who  was  bom  in  Vermont,  July  4,  1816,  and  was  brought  to  Erie  County 
in  1820  by  her  parents,  Zachariah  and  Ruth  Ann  Parker,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, who  settled  as  pioneers  of  Florence  Township.  Mi-.  Parker's  first 
wife  died  soon  after  coining  to  Erie  County,  and  he  was  subsequently 
married  twice.  Thomas  and  Fatima  Denman  became  the  parents  of  six 
sons  and  one  daughter,  George  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

George  Denman  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Flor- 
ence Township,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  has 
been  engaged  throns'linnt  his  life.  As  a  young  man  he  was  engaged  in  a 
venture  in  the  State  nf  Missnuri,  but  after  four  years  of  experience  there 
returned  to  the  lidniesteail  place,  which  he  did  not  leave  until  his  retire- 
ment, in  1913.  when  In-  moved  to  Birmingham.  Mr.  Denman  is  the 
owner  of  142  acres  of  rich,  productive  land,  with  not  an  acre  of  waste, 
well  improved  in  every  respect,  and  with  a  fine  orchard.  It  is  adapted 
to  raising  all  the  standard  crops  of  the  state,  and  its  water  is  gained 
from  the  famous  spring  of  campmeeting  fame,  while  its  broad  pastures 
make  it  particularly  desirable  for  stockraising.  During  his  career  as  a 
farmer,  Mr.  Denman  established  a  reputation  for  strict  integrity,  and 
his  standing  since  his  retirement  has  been  equally  liigh.    As  a  citizen  he 
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luis  contributed  to  the  movements  which  have  made  for  civie  and  county 
welfare  and  has  denied  his  support  to  no  movement  which  has  had  the 
betterment  of  the  community  as  its  object.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
and  unswerving  republican,  but  has  not  sought  preferment  at  the  hands 
of  his  party. 

Mr.  Denman  was  married  in  Florence  Township  to  ]Miss  Cordelia 
B.  Townsend,  who  was  born  in  New  London  Township,  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  December  30,  1852,  and  brought  to  Erie  County  as  a  child  of  fif- 
teen years,  here  completing  her  education  in  the  public  schools.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Elizabeth  (Bishop)  Towii^ciid,  llif  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  March.  1812,  in  New  York,  ami  diid  fchrual-y  7, 
1892,  in  Florence  Township,  and  the  latter  born  near  ilalli.  England,  in 
December,  1821,  and  died  in  Florence  Township,  August  27,  19U6.  They 
were  married  at  Carman  Center,  New  York,  March  20,  1845,  and  came 
west  to  Ohio  in  1850  or  1851,  locating  first  in  Huron  County.  They 
resided  at  the  Village  of  Greenwich,  where  Mr.  Townsend  followed  his 
trade  as  a  mechanic  until  1867,  and  in  that  year,  owing  to  failing  health, 
turned  his  attention  to  an  outdoor  life.  He  came  to  Florence  Town- 
ship, Erie  County,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  in  the  work  of  which  he  found 
the  means  to  recover  his  health,  and  here  continued  to  be  engaged  in 
farming  throughout  the  remaining  years  of  his  long  and  active  life.  He 
was  a  rc]nililican  in  politics  and  a  man  who  stood  high  in  the  esteem  and 
(•oii(iilriic,'  (if  his  community,  ilr.  and  Mrs.  Townsend  were  the  parents 
of  llinc  childicn:  Mi's.  Denham ;  Robert,  who  died  after  marriage,  leav- 
ing no  children ;  and  Emma,  who  became  the  wdfe  of  Gustave  Delafield, 
a  farmer  of  Florence  Township,  and  has  no  family. 

Charles  Z.  Montague.  Of  the  many  honored  citizens  of  Ohio  who 
have  been  long  and  actively  concerned  with  marine  service  on  the 
Great  Lakes  few  are  better  known,  have  achieved  greater  prominence 
and  have  shown  such  ability  and  zeal,  as  well  as  love  of  the  sea,  as 
has  Captain  Montague,  who  may  be  said  to  be  a  devotee  of  his  vocation 
both  bj'  natural  predilection  and  long  and  varied  experience.  He  owns 
one  of  the  fine  modern  residence  properties  in  the  thriving  little  (Jity 
of  Huron,  and  here  he  and  his  gracious  wife  delight  to  extend  hospitality 
to  their  troops  of  friends.  The  captain  at  one  time  attempted  to  retire 
from  active  service  on  the  great  inland  seas,  but  their  lure  proved 
too  strong  for  him  to  resist  his  inclination,  with  the  result  that  he 
resumed  his  labors  with  all  of  satisfaction  and  pleasure,  eager  once 
more  to  cope  with  the  winds  and  waves  of  the  "merciful,  merciless  sea." 

The  lineage  of  the  Montague  family  traces  back  to  ancient  Ndiman 
French  origin,  and  records  extant  mark  the  family  as  one  of  indiiiineiice 
and  influence  both  in  France  and  England,  genealogical  data  being 
available  and  running  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh  century. 
The  family  became  one  of  much  distinction  in  the  annals  of  English 
hi-story,  and  from  the  "right  little  isle"  came  William  Montague  as 
one  of  the  early  colonial  settlers  in  New  England,  that  stern  but  gracious 
cradle  of  much  of  our  national  history.  From  this  worthy  ancestor 
the  lineage  is  clearly  traced  through  the  various  generations  to  t"ai)tain 
Montague  of  this  review.  Maj.  Richard  Montague,  a  son  of  Deacon 
Sanuiel  ^lontague,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  near  the  present 
Town  of  North  Leverett,  Franklin  County.  Jlassaclniselts.  and  the  date 
of  his  nativity  was  :May  7,  1729.  He  was  a  u.ilhiiii  soldier  and  officer 
in  the  Continental  Line"  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  his  valor  and 
tactical  ability  brought  to  him  promotion  to  the  rank  of  major.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  official  staff  of  General  Washington,  and  he 
not  only  proved  a  true  jiatriot  and  valiant  soldier  but  was  known  as 
a   man 'of  strong  charactei'   and   as   one   notable   for   consideration   and 
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kindliness  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He  took  part  also  in  the  French 
and  Indians  wars,  and  his  death  occurred  February  21,  1794.  By 
virtue  of  descent  from  this  honored  patriot  Captain  Montague  is  eligible 
for  membership  both  in  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  the  Society  of  American  Colonial  Wars.  Zebina  Mon- 
tague, grandfather  of  the  captain,  was  a  son  of  Oreb  Montague,  and 
the  latter  was  a  sou  of  Maj.  Richard  Montague,  the  Revolutionary 
soldier. 

Zebina  JMontague  was  born  at  Whitstone,  Queens  County,  New  York, 
on  the  10th  of  October,  1795,  and  early  became  a  resident  of  Cazenovia, 
.Madison  County,  that  state.  For  a  short  time  prior  to  the  close  of 
the  War  of  1812  he  served  with  the  American  troops  stationed  at 
Saeketts  Harbor,  New  York.  In  1817,  at  Cazenovia,  was  solemnized 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Olive  Adams,  who  was  born  August  22,  1796,  and 
who  passed  the  closing  period  of  her  life  at  Huron,  Ohio,  where  she 
died  on  the  5th  of  November,  1862,  her  husband  having  survived  her 
by  a  decade. 

Robert  Bruce  Montague,  son  of  Zebina  and  Olive  (Adams)  Mon- 
tague, was  their  only  child  and  was  born  in  Madison  County,  New 
York,  on  the  23d  of  December,  1839.  His  parents  came  to  Ohio  by 
way  of  Buffalo,  where  they  embai'ked  on  a  sailing  vessel  that  transported 
them  to  their  destination.  They  landed  in  the  port  of  the  little  forest 
hamlet  of  Huron,  Erie  County,  in  1846  and  thus  became  pioneer 
settlers  of  this  section  of  the  state.  Zebina  Montague  was  a  skilled 
mechanic  and  while  working  on  a  threshing  machine  he  received  injuries 
which  necessitated  the  amputation  of  one  of  his  arms.  Upon  coming 
to  Huron  he  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Huron  River,  and  this  he  reclaimed  into  a  productive  farm,  the  home- 
stead having  continued  the  abiding  place  of  both  him  and  his  wife  until 
they  passed  from  the  stage  of  their  mortal  endeavors,  he  having  entered 
into  eternal  rest  in  the  year  1872.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  earnest 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  aligned 
with  the  whig  party  until  the  organization  of  the  republican  party, 
when  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  latter,  his  active  identification  with 
the  same  continuing  until  the  close  of  his  life. 

Capt.  Robert  Bruce  Montague  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Erie 
County,  where  he  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  pioneer  schools. 
As  a  youth  he  became  interested  in  the  building  and  sailing  of  small 
boats  on  Lake  Erie,  and  finally  he  superintended  the  construction  of 
the  sailing  vessel  Winona,  at  Milan,  this  county.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  was  serving  as  master  of  a  grain  vessel  of  20,000 
tons  burden,  this  boat  operating  between  Ohio  ports  and  the  City  of 
Buffalo.  After  a  few  years  he  severed  his  connection  with  this  vessel, 
and  the  same  was  shortly  afterward  wrecked  and  lost  at  sea.  He  was 
thereafter  identified  with  the  operation  of  other  vessels,  and  finally  he 
became  master  of  the  grain  schooner  Jury,  of  30,000  tons  capacity, 
the  building  of  which,  at  the  Huron  port,  he  had  personally  supervised. 
He  was  master  of  this  vessel  several  years,  and  he  then  had  charge  of 
the  completion  and  launching  of  the  gi-ain  schooner  John  B.  Williams, 
45,000  tons  capacity,  as  master  of  which  he  operated  the  same  eight 
years,  in  the  transportation  of  grain  to  the  Buffalo  market.  He  was 
known  as  a  careful  and  skillful  navigator,  met  with  few  accidents  at 
sea  and  never  lost  a  boat  of  which  he  had  command,  though,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  he  buffeted  with  the  old-time  sailing  vessels  many  a  severe 
storm  on  Lake  Erie.  For  twenty-sis  years  Capt.  Robert  B.  IMontague 
gallantly  sailed  his  staunch  vessels  out  of  the  port  of  Huron,  and  in 
the  lake  marine  service  he  made  a  record  that  gave  him  prestige  as 
one  of  the  most  able,  brave  and  successful  of  navigators  on  the  inland 
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seas.  Ill  1S.S4  In-  ictircd  from  a  seafariug  life  and  removed  to  the 
City  of  Duliitli.  .Minnesota,  where  he  became  a  marine  merchant  and 
where  his  dcalli  dccurred  on  the  2d  of  August  of  the  following  year, 
his  remains  l)eing  laid  to  rest  in  beautiful  Forest  Hill  Cemetery  at  that 
place,  and  those  of  his  wife  repose  by  his  side,  she  having  continued  her 
residence  at  Duluth  until  her  deatli,  in  1892,  at  which  time  she  was 
sixty  years  of  age.  Both  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  Captain  Montague  was  a  stalwart  and  uncompromising  advocate 
of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  republican  party.  He  took  a  loyal 
interest  in  community  affairs  and,  to  insure  the  betterment  of  con- 
ditions in  the  local  "God's  Acre,"  he  served  as  president  of  the  Huron 
Cemetery  Association  for  some  time.  Of  the  children  Capt.  Charles 
Zeben  (or  Zebina )  Aliuilnmic,  of  this  i-eview,  was  the  first  born;  William 
A.,  who  resides  in  Kims.is  (ily.  Missouri,  and  is  a  commercial  salesman 
for  a  Chicago  wholfs;dc  house,  lias  three  children,  Richard,  Roland 
and  Margaret,  the  wife  and  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Alice 
Bacon,  having  met  her  death  in  1914,  as  a  result  of  an  automobile 
accident;  Minnie  M.  is  the  w-ife  of  Henry  D.  Pierson,  a  representative 
business  man  in  the  City  of  Cleveland,  and  they  have  three  children. 
Marjorie,  Montague  and  ilarian ;  Olive  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  \V. 
Bowes,  who  is  a  prominent  representative  of  the  real  estate  business 
in  the  City  of  Oakland,  California,  and  they  have  one  son,  Stuart. 

Capt.  Charles  Z.  Montague  was  born  at  Huron,  this  county,  on  the 
7th  of  July,  1857,  and  in  the  local  schools  he  continued  his  studies 
until  lie  had  completed  the  curriculum  of  the  high  school.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  joined  his  father  in  the  navigation  activities  of  the 
(ireat  Lakes,  and  as  a  sailor  he  served  a  most  thorough  and  effective 
apitrenticeship,  his  father  having  been  a  strict  and  alwa.ys  consistent 
disciplinarian.  By  effective  work  and  ambitious  effort  to  further  him- 
self ill  knowledge  of  all  details  of  the  vocation  of  his  choice,  he  won 
advancement  through  the  various  grades  of  mai-itime  promotion,  and 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  assumed  his  first  independent  com- 
mand, as  master  of  the  Oswasco,  a  600-ton  vessel,  on  which  he  trans- 
ported to  the  City  of  Buffalo  his  first  cargo.  Later  he  was  a  sailing 
executive  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Axworthy,  a  prominent  Cleveland 
vessel  owner,  and  in  1896  he  became  master  of  a  1,200-ton  ore  vessel 
operated  by  the  Republic  Iron  Company.  Tliis  position  he  retained, 
with  marked  success,  until  1890,  when  he  resigned  his  command  to 
liecome  associated  with  others  in  forming  a  corporation  that  built  the 
steaiiHM-  Kliilicwick,  :t,(lO(l  Ions,  of  the  construction  of  wliicli  lie  was 
suprriiitciulciit  and  iiiaiia-cr.  I.csidrs  licin-'  one  of  the  chief  stncklioldcfs 
of  the  coiniiany.  The  \cssel  was  plaei'.i  in  commission  in  the  transporta- 
■fion  of  coal  and  ore,  and  a  most  prosperous  business  was  developed, 
with  Captain  Montague  in  command  of  the  boat,  the  stockholders 
realizing  good  returns  from  their  investments.  Captain  Montague  con- 
tinued as  master  and  superintendent  of  this  vessel  until  1893.  when  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  supervise  the  construction  of  a  modern  steel 
vessel,  the  Arthur  Orr,  of  which  he  was  made  master.  After  operat- 
ing this  vessel  two  years  he  had  charge  of  the  biulding  of  a  larger 
vessel  of  the  same  type,  the  George  Enorr,  and  after  having  lieen 
its  captain  for  two  years  after  it  w-as  placed  in  commission,  he  directed 
1he  i-oiist ruction  of  a  still  larger  steel  vessel,  the  "William  L.  Brown, "■ 
(1,1111(1  Ions,  which  he  commanded  two  years,  in  the  transportation  of  ore 
anil  evneral  lines  of  freight.  In  1896  Captain  Montague  associated 
himself  witli  tiie  Carnegie  Steel  Company,  for  which  he  built  and 
assumed  command  of  the  steel  steamer  "Cornell,"  7,000  tons,  which  he 
operated  four  years.  During  the  following  two  he  lived  a  disi|uieted  and 
unsatisfactorv    existence    as    a    landsman,    and    lie    has    stated    that    liis 
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feelings  were  about  those  that  harass  a  '"fish  out  of  water,"  and  with 
all  of  verve  and  enthusiasm  he  then  returned  to  his  loved  vocation, 
by  associating  himself  with  the  Great  Lakes  Steamship  Company,  which 
operated  at  the  time  twenty-one  vessels.  He  was  assigned  to  the  post 
of  master  of  the  "ITarry  Colby,"  the  largest  vessel  of  the  company's 
fine  fleet,  and  of  this  excellent  craft,  with  a  capacity  of  12,000  tons, 
he  has  since  continued  in  successful  command,  with  unalloyed  satisfac- 
tion to  himself  and  to  the  best  interests  of  the  company.  Each  suc- 
cessive season  that  he  has  commanded  this  vessel  he  has  won  with  the 
same  a  "bonus"  of  a  few  hundred  dollars,  an  honorarium  offered  by 
the  operating  company,  and  in  the  navigation  season  of  1914  he  made 
a  specially  admirable  record  in  the  avoidance  of  all  accidents,  losses 
and  minor  contingencies  that  are  usually  encountered.  The  captain  is 
widely  known  in  marine  circles  on  the  Great  Lakes  system,  and  his 
genial  nature,  his  ability  and  sterling  attributes  of  character  have  won 
him  troops  of  loyal  i^-iends. 

Captain  Montague  has  never  wavered  in  his  allegiance  to  the  cause 
of  the  republican  party  and  he  has  given  effective  service  in  its  ranks. 
He  was  at  one  time  made  the  party  nominee  for  representative  of  Erie 
County  in  the  State  Legislature,  but  his  official  duties  on  the  lakes 
made  it  impossible  for  him  to  conduct  an  adequate  canvass  and  cam- 
paign in  his  district,  notwithstanding  which  fact  his  defeat  was  com- 
passed by  the  small  majority  of  twenty-nine  votes.  The  captain  is  an 
appreciative  member  of  the  time-honored  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which 
his  ancient  craft  affiliation  is  with  JIarks  Lodge,  No.  359,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  in  Huron.  In  the  City  of  Sandusky  he  is 
affiliated  with  Erie  Commandery,  Knights  Templars,  and  in  the  City 
of  Cleveland  he  holds  membership  in  Al  Koran  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  The  captain  and  his  family 
are  communicants  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  has  been 
one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  members  of  the  Huron  Parish  of 
historic  old  Christ  Church,  in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  junior  warden 
of  the  vestry. 

At  Huron  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Captain  Montague  to 
Miss  Sarah  Newton,  who  was  born  and  reared  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  of  her  parents,  in  Huron  Township,  ancl  who  now  owns  this 
property,  the  old  home  being  endeared  to  her  by  'the  hallowed  memories 
and  associations  of  the  past.  Mrs.  Montague  was  graduated  in  Oberlin 
College,  and  is  a  gracious  and  popular  gentlewoman  of  distinctive 
culture, — a  leader  in  the  representative  social  activities  of  her  home 
community.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Isaac  Newton,  who  was  one 
of  the  sterling  pioneers  of  Erie  County.  The  mother  of  ]\Irs.  Montague 
was  born  and  reared  in  England,  and  after  the  death  of  her  first 
husband,  whose  name  was  Rielett,  she  came  with  her  two  children  to 
the  United  States  and  established  her  home  in  Erie  County,  where  she 
met  and  finally  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Newton,  ilrs.  Montague  being 
the  only  child  of  this  union  and  her  father  having  died  when  she  was 
a  mere  child,  her  mother  continued  to  reside  on  the  fine  old  homestead 
farm  until  her  death,  in  1889.  Captain  and  Mrs.  IMontague  became  the 
parents  of  two  children.  Newton  Bruce  Montague  was  but  fifteen  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  attending  the  Kenyou  ililitary 
Academy,  at  Gambler,  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  his  untimely  demise.  Miss 
Edith  Montague  acquired  her  education  in  the  Gambler  Episcopal  College 
for  young  women  and  in  St.  IMary's  Academy,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 
She  remains  at  the  parental  home  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  young 
ladies  in  the  social  circles  of  Huron. 
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Gust  Ebert.  A  business  that  well  deserves  some  particular  men- 
tion is  the  wholesale  butcher  jDlant  of  Gust  Ebert,  in  Perkins  Township, 
located  on  Perkins  Avenue.  Mr.  Ebert  is  a  native  of  Erie  County,  a 
young  man  whose  experience  since  leaving  school  has  been  in  his  present 
"trade  and  since  locating  on  Perkins  Avenue  in  May,  1913,  he  has  built 
up  a  most  successful  enterprise,  which  is  combined  with  considerable 
farming. 

Gust  Ebert  was  born  in  Oxford  Township,  Erie  County,  on  Novem- 
ber 17,  1886,  a  son  of  Louis  and  Catherine  (Herble)  Ebert.  His  par- 
ents are  still  living  in  Oxford  Township,  and  were  bom  in  Germany, 
and  came  to  Ei'ie  County  many  years  ago.  Louis  Ebert  owns  a.  good 
farm  of  fifty-three  acres  in  Oxford  Township,  but  for  years  has  been 
identified  with  the  wholesnlc  Initcher  business. 

Giist  Ebert  grew  up  (ni  llu'  old  jilace  in  Oxford  Township,  acquired 
his  education  in  the  Inc-il  srlumls  tliere,  and  early  began  learning  the 
trade  of  his  father.  In  lUOl)  lu-  started  in  business  for  himself,  and  now 
enjoys  a  reputation  as  a  rising  young  business  factor  in  Erie  County. 

On  July  2,  1908,  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Klotz  of  Sandusky,  a 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  Klotz.  By  their  marriage  they  have 
one  son,  Neill,  born  November  13,  1911.  In  politics  Mr.  Ebert  is  an 
independent  and  devotes  all  his  time  and  energy  to  his  growing  business. 

Robert  Sickingeb.  Certainly  few  citizens  of  Erie  County  have 
had  a  more  varied  and  eventful  life  than  Robert  Sickinger  of  Milan. 
Born  in  Germany,  brought  when  a  child  to  this  country,  serving  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  afterwards  in  the  regular  army 
fighting  the  Indians  of  the  Par  West,  spending  several  years  on  the 
western  plaiils  as  a  hunter,  with  a  variety  of  business  experience  and 
much  to  his  credit  as  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower  in  Erie  County,  he  is 
now  living  and  enjoying  a  well  deserved  leisure  and  retirement  in  one 
of  the  best  homes  at  Milan. 

Born  at  Hambourg,  Baden,  Germany,  December  25,  1846,  he  is  a 
son  of  Edgar  Sickinger,  who  was  also  born  in  Baden,  and  of  an  old 
Catholic  family.  The  family  have  been  members  of  the  Catholic  Church 
for  several  generations.  The  mother  of  Robert  Sickinger  died  in  Baden 
when  the  latter  was  only  four  years  of  age.  Of  her  children  Loui.se 
was  the  first  to  come  to  America.  She  came  over  with  a  kinsman, 
local cil  ill  .Milan,  and  married  Louis  Link.  Both  are  now  deceased,  and 
tbry  Irl'l  Cliarli'S,  Louise  and  Fannie,  and  both  the  daughters  are  now 
married  and  have  children  of  their  own.  Pauline  and  her  sister  Adeline 
came  as  young  women  to  the  United  States  about  1850,  also  located 
and  were  married  in  Milan.  Pauline  became  the  wife  of  Christian  Dorr 
and  they  lived  and  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  in  Erie  County,  and 
were  survived  by  sons  and  daughters.  Adeline  married  Anson  Streek 
of  ]\Iilau,  who  died  there  in  1906,  while  she  is  still  living  at  Milan. 
'Sir.  Streek  was  for  nearly  half  a   century  engaged  in  the  retail  meat 

bu.siness  at  Milan  and  was  a  hiulily  ns) ted  citizen.     Besides  his  widow 

he  was  survived  by  two  sons  and  Iwn  daiialiters. 

In  1852  Edgar  Sickinger  and  liis  oilier  two  sons,  Robert  and  Rein- 
hart,  came  to  the  United  States  by  way  of  England  and  New  York, 
spending  thirty  days  on  a  slow  going  sailing  vessel.  From  New  Y''ork 
they  came  on  West  to  Cleveland,  and  reached  that  city  destitute  of 
money.  From  Cleveland  Edgar  Sickinger  and  his  two  young  sons 
started  to  walk  to  their  destination,  but  a  sympathetic  railroad  section 
hand  took  them  aboard  his  hand  ear  and  carried  them  into  Huron  over 
the  tracks  of  the  Wheeling  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad.  At  that  time 
Robert  Sickinger  was  a  boy  of  six  or  seven  years.     Edgar  Sickinger 
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soon  found  work  on  neighboring  farms,  and  spent  most  of  his  subsequent 
years  with  his  son-in-law,  Anson  Streck,  at  Milan.  He  died  at  the 
Streck  home  in  1888.  He  was  then  a  very  old  man,  having  been  born 
in  1801.  He  and  other  members  of  the  family  were  active  in  the 
Catholic  Church. 

Robert  Siekinger  spent  his  early  life  on  a  farm,  and  for  a  man 
whose  early  career  was  hemmed  in  by  si;ch  inauspicious  circumstances 
and  comparative  poverty  he  has  effected  a  success  that  is  in  every  way 
praiseworthy.  He  was  not  sixteen  years  of  age  when  the  Civil  war 
broke  out,  but  in  the  heat  of  that  conflict  both  he  and  his  lirotlicr 
Reinhart  enlisted  as  privates.  Reinhart  went  out  with  an  Erie  Couuty 
company  in  the  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  and  served  faith- 
fully until  disabled  by  a  gunshot  wound  at  Chancellorsville.  On  account 
of  that  wound  he  was  given  an  honorable  discharge,  but  later  re-enlisted 
and  was  a  member  of  General  Hancock's  Invalid  Corps  and  remained 
with  that  organization  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  returning 
home  he  wandered  out  to  the  "West,  and  finally  died  from  dysentery 
contracted  during  his  army  service  at  St.  Louis.     He  was  unmarried. 

It  was  in  August,  1863,  that  Robert  Siekinger,  not  yet  seventeen 
years  of  age,  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry.  He  went  out  with 
Company  E,  and  was  soon  with  his  command  in  the  splendid  cavalry 
brigade  of  General  Kilpatrick.  He  took  part  in  those  great  campaigns 
which  broke  the  back  of  the  Confederacy,  beginning  at  Chattanooga 
and  ending  with  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  fought  at  Decatur,  Alabama, 
and  in  many  other  battles  and  skirmishes,  and  remained  with  the  Union 
armies  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  until  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge  at  Concord,  North  Carolina.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Camp 
Chase  in  Columbus,  and  though  he  was  in  the  army  almost  three  years 
he  escaped  without  injury.  Not  long  after  returning  to  Erie  Coimty, 
being  still  unsatisfied  of  military  life,  he  decided  to  join  the  regular 
army,  and  went  into  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  under  Gen.  N.  G.  Whist- 
ler. This  regiment  was  subsequently  reorganized  as  the  Thirty-first 
Infantry,  and  he  remained  the  full  period  of  three  j^ears,  being  finally' 
discharged  at  Fort  Stephenson,  now  the  City  of  Bismarck,  North 
Dakota. 

With  all  this  varied  experience  Robert  Siekinger  returned  to  Erie 
Couuty  and  for  a  time  worked  in  the  butcher  trade  iiuder  his  brother- 
in-law,  ]Mr.  Streck.  But  the  call  of  the  West  was  still  strong  upon  him, 
and  in  about  a  year  he  went  to  Kansas  and  Nebraska  and  was  employed 
on  the  Star  routes  of  the  postal  service.  Three  years  later  he  took  part 
in  the  final  onslaughts  which  practically  destroyed  the  great  buffalo 
herds  of  the  West.  The  climax  of  buffalo  hunting  come  during  the  late 
'Tfls.  and  in  two  or  three  years,  so  vigorously  was  the  industry  prose- 
cuted, the  buffaloes  had  practically  disappeared  from  the  western  plains. 
ilr.  Siekinger  did  his  hunting  in  the  Dakotas,  and  .shot  hundreds  of 
the  noble  animals,  and  has  seen  many  thousands  of  their  carcasses  litter- 
ing the  prairies.  The  buffaloes  were  killed  for  their  hides,  which  found 
a  good  market,  and  the  industry  gave  occupation  to  thousands  of  venture- 
some men  as  long  as  it  lasted. 

Once  more  back  in  Erie  County  Mr.  Siekinger  took  up  merchandis- 
ing, and  for  ten  years  conducted  one  of  the  successful  establishments 
at  Milan.  He  then  bought  120  acres  in  North  Milan,  and  converted 
it  into  a  fruit  and  berry  farm,  and  still  later  made  general  fai'ming 
his  chief  resource,  raising  grain  and  stock.  Altogether  he  lived  on  the 
farm  and  conducted  its  operations  for  twenty-four  years.  Then,  having 
acquired  an  ample  competence,  he  retired  from  the  cares  and  responsi- 
bilities which  he  had  borne  for  so  many  years,  and  bought  a  fine 
thirteen-i-oom  house  on  Center  Street  in  ]\iilan.     There  he  and  his  wife 
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now  enjoy  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  were  among  the  most  highly 
honored  and  respected  people  of  Erie  County. 

:\Ir.  Sickinger  married  his  first  wife  in  Milan,  Miss  Anna  Beers.  She 
was  born  at  Milan,  and  died  in  1887,  ten  years  after  her  marriage.  She 
left  no  children,  and  was  thirty  yeai-s  old  when  she  died.  ilr.  Sickinger 
was  married  in  1888  at  Fremont,  Ohio,  to  Mrs.  Louise  Fries,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Newberger.  Her  first  husband,  Joseph  Fries,  was 
born  in  Erie  County  and  died  near  Milan  just  ten  weeks  after  they 
were  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  six  months.  Mrs.  Sickinger 
was  born  in  Jackson  Township  of  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  April  1, 
1857.  She  was  the  only  one  of  the  six  children  in  her  parents'  family 
born  in  that  township.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Jlary  (Fries) 
Newberger,  who  were  natives  of  Germany  and  had  come  to  this  country 
when  young  people  and  were  married  in  New  York  State.  ]Mr.  New- 
berger was  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade.  After  the  birth  of  their  first 
child,  Joseph,  the  Newberger  family  came  to  a  piece  of  wooded  land  in 
Sandusky  County,  and  after  clearing  off  a  site  erected  a  cabin  of  logs 
and  began  improvement  which  eventually  converted  the  land  into  a 
handsome  farm.  Mrs.  Sickinger 's  parents  lived  in  Sandusky  County 
the  rest  of  their  lives,  and  her  father  died  there  in  1895  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five,  and  her  mother  in  1911  at  the  age  of  ninety-four.  The 
Newbergers  were  also  Catholic  people. 

To  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Sickinger  were  born  three  sons.  Robert  E.  is  now 
well  known  in  Milan  Township  as  postmaster  at  Milan.  He  was  reared 
in  this  county,  received  his  education  in  the  high  school,  and  is  now 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  unmarried.  Herman  B.,  aged  twenty- 
five,  was  educated  in  Milan  and  in  a  business  college  at  Sandusky, 
and  already  has  an  established  position  in  business  at  Milan.  lie 
married  Miss  Madeline  Doan.  Clifford  P.,  aged  twenty,  graduated 
from  the  ililan  High  School  and  the  Sandusky  Business  College,  and 
is  now  a  clerk  with  the  Lockwood.  Smith  &  Company  in  their  store 
at  Milan,  lilrs.  Sickinger  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Milan. 
I\Ir.  Sickinger  served  three  years  as  township  trustee,  and  has  always 
enjoyed  influential  position  in  democratic  polities  and  in  civic  affairs. 
He  is  an  active  member  and  has  served  as  (|uartermaster  of  the  local 
Grand  Army  Post. 

Henry  Diehl.  Many  of  the  best  farms  in  Erie  County  illustrate 
the  thrift,  businesslike  management  and  industry  of  people  of  German 
ancestry  and  birth.  One  of  the  most  noteworthy  of  these  is  the  home 
of  Henry  Diehl  in  Milan  Township,  situated  on  Rui-al  Route  No.  1  out 
of  the  Village  of  Milan.  Mr.  Diehl  and  his  mother  jointly  own  a 
splendid  farm,  and  they  represent  the  typical  thrift  and  progressiveness 
of  German  agriculturists.  This  is  a  fine  old  German  famil.y,  and  Mrs. 
Diehl,  the  mother,  came  of  stock  that  was  connected  with  the  royalty 
in  the  fatherland. 

For  upwards  of  fifty  years  the  name  of  Diehl  has  been  identified 
with  Erie  County.  Henry  Diehl  was  born  in  Berlin  Township  Novem- 
ber 15,  1863,  but  has  lived  in  Milan  Township  since  he  was  three  years 
old.  His  parents  were  Philip  and  Marie  (Goodlaeh)  Diehl.  ISlrs. 
Diehl  was  born  in  Hesse  Kas.sel,  Germany,  while  her  husband  was  a 
native  of  Rhenish  Bavaria.  When  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age 
he  set  out  alone  to  find  his  fortune  in  the  New  World.  For  forty-eight 
(lays  he  lived  on  a  sailing  vessel  that  slowly  made  its  way  across  the 
Atlantic,  and  from  New  York  came  on  by  boat  as  far  as  Cleveland, 
and  thence  by  railroad  to  Sandusky.  Four  years  later  he  met  and 
married  Miss  Goodlaeh,  who  had  eome  to  this  part  of  Northern  Ohio 
a  number  of  years  before  as  a  young  woman,  with  her  parents,  Henry 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  975 

and  Anna  Goodlaeli.  Tln'  ( iiMiilhhli  family  located  in  Berlin  Township, 
where  Henry  died  at  tlic  nuv  nl'  sixty-three  and  his  wife  at  seventy-two. 
They  were  both  born  in  ll.ssc  Kassil,  Germany,  and  were  loyal  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Philip  Diehl  after  his  marriage  began 
life  as  a  renter  on  farms  in  Berlin  Township,  but  after  three  years 
thus  employed  he  moved  to  Milan  Township,  bought  79%  acres,  to 
which  he  devoted  his  energies  and  management  until  his  death  on 
July  2,  1892.  Philip  Diehl  was  a  good  citizen,  a  good  man,  faithful 
to  his  obligations  to  family,  church  and. society,  and  enjoyed  the  love 
and  respect  of  all  wlio  knew  him.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
(^'atholic  Church,  and  died  in  that  same  faith.  Politically  he  was  a 
democrat. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband  ^Irs.  Diehl  has  continued  to  live 
at  the  old  homestead,  and  her  declining  years  are  sustained  and  com- 
forted by  the  presence  of  her  son  Henry  and  her  daughter  Elizabeth, 
both  of  whom  are  unmarried.  Mrs.  Diehl  owns  seventy-five  acres 
included  in  the  old  homestead,  also  two  farms,  of  seventy-nine  and 
forty-seven  acres  that  lie  not  far  distant  from  the  present  home,  and 
just  across  the  road  her  son  Henry  has  a  tine  farm  of  seventy-one 
aci'es.  This  place  is  located  three  miles  north  of  the  Village  of  Milan. 
Altogether  the  farm  is  known  as  the  Lone  Star  Farm.  In  general 
improvement  it  bears  favorable  comparison  with  any  of  the  best  farms 
in  Milan  Township.  A  conspicuous  feature  on  the  place  is  the  large 
red  )iarn,  on  a  foundation  ;?0  by  46  feet,  conspicuously  displayed  on 
one  of  the  gable  ends  is  painted  a  large  white  star,  from  which  designa- 
tion the  farm  receives  its  name.  The  family  occupy  a  substantial 
modern  home  of  nine  rooms,  and  they  are  people  who  get  a  great  deal 
out  of  life,  enjoy  home  comforts,  and  move  in  the  best  social  circles. 
As  a  farmer  Henry  Diehl  carries  on  his  industry  on  mixed  principles, 
growing  crops  of  oats,  corn,  wheat,  and  keeping  some  good  grades  of 
livestock,  including  six  good  horses,  five  or  six  head  of  cattle  and  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  hogs. 

Henry  Diehl  as  was  also  true  of  the  other  children,  received  a  good 
education  in  Erie  County.  His  married  brother  Philip  also  lives  on 
the  old  homestead,  while  another  sister  Helen  is  the  wdfe  of  John 
Fischer,  of  Milan  Township,  and  the  mother  of  two  sons,  William  and 
Walter.  All  the  family  are  members  and  attendants  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  Henry  Diehl  and  his  brother  are  democrats.  Henry  has 
been  the  recipient  of  several  honors  in  local  offices  in  his  township. 

WiLij.\M  RosEKELLY.  By  reason  of  the  extensive  holdings  and  the 
interests  as  an  agriculturist  and  by  his  long  standing  as  a  citizen, 
William  Rosekelly  deserves  first  mention  among  the  citizens  of  Milan 
Township.  He  represents  a  family  that  during  more  than  sixty  years 
of  residence  in  this  part  of  Ohio  has  worked  out  a  commendable  destiny 
from  beginnings  in  comii:it"iti\('  |Miverty.  Mr.  Rosekelly  himself  has 
now  reached  a  point  in  liis  riu-.i  )•  wliere  he  well  could  afford  to  with- 
draw from  the  heavier  rcsixnisiliilities  and  burdens  of  affairs  and  enjoy 
a  well  earned  leisure.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  landholders  in  Milan 
Township  and  has  done  much  to  rai.se  the  general  average  of  the  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  industry  in  his  section  of  Erie  County. 

His  liii'tb  occurred  at  the  Village  of  Huron,  Ohio,  January  15,  1851. 
His  parents  were  Edward  and  Mary  (Jeffrey)  Rosekelly.  They  were 
both  natives  of  Cornwall,  England,  and  for  several  generations  both 
In-anehes  had  lived  in  that  part  of  England  and  wen-  siilistniitial  agri- 
culturists. The  Jeffreys  were  especially  well  to  do  pniplr.  mid  grand- 
father George  Jefifrey  at  one  time  owned  a  considernMr  estate  liut  for 
some  cause  lost  most  of  his  property  and  in  order  to  recoup  his  fortunes 
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set  out  for  the  United  States,  being  aeeompaiiied  liy  his  wife  ami  Ins 
married  son.  It  was  about  1840  that  they  arrived  in  Erie  County  and 
there  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  rest  of  their  days,  passing  away  in 
Berlin  Township.  They  were  both  members  of  the  English  Cluireh. 
and  they  and  their  descendants  were  vahiable  adilitions  to  loi-al  citizen- 
ship. 

Edward  Kosekelly  grew  up  in  his  part  of  England,  and  after  his 
marriage  to  Mary  Jeffrey  and  after  the  birth  of  their  first  child  Eliza- 
beth, set  out  for  the  United  States  on  a  sailing  vessel  from  Liverpool. 
Six  weeks  later  they  landed  in  New  York  City,  and  thence  came  to 
Huron  County,  Ohio.  Other  members  of  the  fanaily  came  about  the 
same  time,  some  of  them  locating  in  Berlin  Township  on  farms.  Edward 
Rosekelly  was  at  that  time  in  very  humble  circumstances,  and  located 
at  Huron  Village 'in  order  to  find  immediate  employment  to  meet  the 
needs  of  his  household.  While  living  in  Huron  there  were  born  to 
himself  and  wife  the  following  children,  named  Edward,  Mary,  John. 
William  and  George.  They  were  all  born  in  or  about  Huron.  Edward 
Rosekelly  lived  as  a  renter  on  different  farms  for  some  years,  but 
finally  bought  a  place  on  the  River  road  between  Huron  and  ^lilan  in 
Huron  Township.  There  the  parents  spent  their  remaining  days  and 
the  old  homestead  is  still  occupied  by  their  bachelor  son  John.  The 
father  died  March  5,  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  and  the  mother 
passed  awaj^  in  December,  1890,  when  about  seventy  years  old.  They 
were  for  a  number  of  years  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Huron. 
Of  their  children  the  son  Edward,  Jr.,  was  accidentally  killed  by  a 
falling  tree  which  he  was  engaged  in  cutting  down  on  Januar.y  19, 
1887,  being  then  a  single  man.  George  also  lost  his  life  by  a  lamentable 
accident  at  Huron,  September  2,  1904.  A  coal  car  standing  on  an 
incline  became  unbraked  and  starting  down  unexpectedly  struck  him 
and  killed  him  instantly.  He  left  a  wife  and  four  children,  and  his 
widow  died  soon  afterwards,  on  March  22,  1906.  The  daughter  Eliza 
beth,  the  oldest  of  the  children,  died  March  5,  1878,  leaving  six  children. 

In  and  about  the  Village  of  Huron  and  on  his  father's  farm  William 
Rosekelly  grew  to  manhood,  and  his  early  experiences  were  characterized 
by  much  self-supporting  toil  in  addition  to  the  advantages  he  received 
from  local  schools.  In  1877  he  married  Augusta  Evertson.  She  was 
born  in  1858  in  Huron  Village,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Milan  Town- 
ship, December  23,  1879.  Her  parents  were  Nicholas  and  Ann  (Nichols) 
Evertson,  who  were  early  settlers  in  Erie  County.  Her  father  died 
before  Mrs.  Rosekelly  was  born,  and  her  mother  lived  to  1914,  being 
then  past  fourscore  years.  By  this  marriage  iMr.  Rosekelly  became  the 
father  of  two  children.  Grace  M.,  born  April  10,  1878,  is  now  the 
wife  of  A.  W.  Paul,  who  lives  on  one  of  Mr.  Rosekelly 's  farms  in  IMilan 
Township.  Arthur  W.,  bom  September  7,  1879,  owns  and  occupies  a 
farm  adjoining  the  estate  of  his  father,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Maude 
Harmon  has  a  son  Gerald  H.,  born  March  31,  1906. 

On  December  8,  1886,  Mr.  Rosekelly  married  for  his  present  wife 
Miss  Sarah  Hathaway.  She  w'as  born  on  the  farm  where  she  now  lives 
and  where  she  has  spent  all  her  life,  and  represents  an  early  family 
in  this  part  of  Ohio  ol:  old  and  substantial  American  stock.  She  was 
liorn  January  18,  1852.  and  was  liberally  educated.  Her  parents  were 
Peter  A.  and  Betsey  (Stevens)  Hathaway,  both  also  natives  of  Ohio. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Oxford  Township  of  Erie  County  August  2. 
1824,  and  died  February  18,  1880.  His  life  was  spent  as  a  farmer,  and 
for  a  great  many  years  he  owned  the  farm  now  occupied  by  ^Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Rosekelly,  "wliere  he  constructed  a  substantial  home  that  is  still 
standing  and  doing  f?ervice.  Pe1er  Ilatluiwav  was  a  son  of  Caleb  and 
Rachel    (Wood)    Hathaway.      This    Caleb    was    a    son    of    Cni)t.    CalcL 
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Hathaway,  who  was  born  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  in  1761  and  dietl  in 
Milan  Township  of  Erie  County  in  1834.  Captain  Caleb  for  a  number 
of  years  sailed  the  Atlantic  ocean  as  captain  of  a  vessel,  and  at  one 
time  was  ciuite  wealthy,  but  suft'ei-ed  severe  reverses  and  started  anew 
in  the  western  wilderness  of  Erie  County.  Captain  Caleb  was  married 
January  1,  1792,  to  Mrs.  Mary  (^Vire)  Maxfield,  who  died  in  1807,  at 
the  age  of  forty.  Their  son  Caleb  was  born  November  7,  1797.  Both 
Captain  Caleb  and  his  son  Caleb  spent  their  last  years  on  the  old  home- 
stead which  is  now  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Homer  Rosekelly.  Rachel 
Wood,  who  became  the  wife  of  Caleb  Hathaway,  was  born  in  New  York 
State  December  2,  1805,  and  died  December  22,  1893,  and  w-as  laid 
to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Milan  Village.  In  the  earlier 
generations  the  Hathaways  were  of  the  orthodox  Quaker  stock,  and  the 
male  members  of  the  family  voted  regulai'ly  with  the  whigs  and  later 
with  the  republicans. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rosekelly  moved  to  their  present 
farm,  and  he  has  used  his  resources  most  intelligently  and  in  the  course 
of  years  has  accumulated  nearly  500  acres  of  some  of  the  finest  land  in 
Milan  Township  and  in  Erie  County.  As  a  farmer  he  has  never  been 
wasteful  in  his  methods,  and  for  many  years  has  produced  perhaps  as 
large  a  volume  of  crops  as  any  other  agriculturist  in  his  section  of  the 
state.  His  extensive  land  holdings  are  improved  with  five  complete  sets 
of  farm  buildings.  His  fields  produce  the  staple  crops  of  corn,  wheat, 
oats  and  potatoes,  and  each  farm  is  well  stocked  with  high  grade 
animals.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Rosekelly  carried  on  an  extensive 
business  in  the  feeding  of  live  stock,  and  much  of  his  prosperity  came 
from  this  source. 

To  their  marriage  was  born  onl.y  one  son,  Rowland,  born  April  3,_ 
1888,  and  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  while  a  student  in  the  Sandusky 
High  School.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rosekelly  are  members  of  the  Milan  Presby- 
terian Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  an  elder  and  trustee  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  and  his  son  is  similarly 
disposed  in  his  political  faith. 

Rev.  George  J.  Bartlett.  In  Rev.  George  J.  Bartlett  is  found  one 
of  the  most  wholesome  and  human  of  philosophers  and  most  eourageoiis 
religious  teachers  that  Erie  County  has  known.  Since  1880  he  has  been 
in  charge  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society  of  Friends  at  Page's  Corners, 
also  for  fourteen  years  during  this  time  was  in  charge  of  the  meetings 
at  Berlinville  and  the  first  two  years  had  the  charge  at  Comptown, 
and  the  fragrance  of  his  faith,  his  zeal,  energy  and  devotion,  unite  in 
the  making  of  a  career  of  more  than  average  purpose  and  usefulness. 

Reverend  Bartlett  was  born  at  Greenwich,  Ohio,  January  3,  1842, 
and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Phoebe  A.  (Barnes)  Bartlett,  the  former 
born  at  Tuckerton,  New  Jersey,  and  the  latter  in  New  York  City.  The 
parents  were  married  at  Tuckerton,  where  Mrs.  Bartlett  had  been  a 
teachei-,  and  in  May,  1839,  after  the  birth  of  two  daughters,  came  to 
Ohio,  by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  the  Erie  Canal,  Buffalo  and 
Lake  Erie  to  Huron,  and  thence  by  teams  through  Erie  County  to 
Huron  County,  locating  at  Greenwich.  They  were  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  and  found  a  church  of  their  faith  there,  and  were 
soon  established  in  a  small  log  cabin  home.  The  church  at  that  point 
had  been  founded  by  Quakers  who  had  gone  before,  and  was  located  in 
a  large  log  meeting-house,  and  ]\Ir.  and  I\Irs.  Bartlett  soon  became 
active  in  the  work  of  the  denomination.  They  also  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  on  a  farm  of  109  acres,  of  which  only  a  small  part  had 
been  cleared  of  timber,  and  the  remaining  years  of  their  lives  were 
passed  in  the  development  and  cultivation  of  this  property.     They  eon- 
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tinned  to  work  devoteiUy  in  tlie  rluireh,  in  which  both  were  deaeons. 
and  were  thus  eonneeted  when  they  died,  the  father  passing  away 
Alarch  3,  1886,  aged  seventy-seveu  years,  and  the  mother  in  1884,  when 
seventy-five  years  of  age. 

George  J.  Bartlett  was  brought  up  as  a  Quaker  and  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Greenwich,  being  engaged  in  agricultural  work  and 
preaching  in  Huron  County  until  1880.  In  that  year  he  came  to  !\Iilaii 
Township,  Erie  County,  to  build  up  the  congregations  at  Pages  Corners 
and  Herlinville,  both  of  which  had  been  founded  by  liis  parents.  Here 
he  found  only  twenty-two  members  at  one  place  and  twenty-three  at 
the  other,  but  during  the  time  he  has  labored  here  he  has  increased  the 
congregations  many  times  over,  and  with  the  exception  of  21/2  years  in 
charge  at  Comptown,  has  devoted  his  entire  time  and  laboi-s  to  his 
flocks  at  these  places. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bartlett  was  iiiai'ried  to  ^liss  Clara  Kellogg,  who  was  born 
in  Fairfield  Township.  Huron  County,  Ohio,  October  22,  1849.  She 
was  tliere  reared  and  educated  and  after  her  marriage  bec<niii'  a  mcinher 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  in  the  faith  of  which  she  died  M:i\  Ki.  ISSti. 
Reverend  Bartlett  was  again  married  when  united  witli  .Miss  .Mary 
Anna  Rosekelley,  who  was  horn  at  Huron,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  August 
20.  1846,  reared  and  educated  there,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary 
(Jeffrey)  Rosekelley,  natives  of  England  and  members  of  the  English 
Church.  They  were  married  in  their  native  land,  and  when  their  first 
child,  Elizabeth,  was  four  months  old,  in  June,  1842,  they  emigrated  to 
America  in  a  sailing  vessel,  arriving  at  Montreal,  Canada,  after  a  long 
voyage  and  then  making  their  way  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  on  to 
Huron,  where  were  born  their  other  five  children:  Edward,  Mary 
Anna,  John,  William  and  George.  Of  the.se,  Mrs.  Bartlett,  John  and 
William  are  still  living. 

After  their  marriage.  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bartlett  settled  on  Mrs. 
Bartlett 's  farm  of  eighty-eight  acres,  whicii  .she  had  purchased  in  1888. 
Rev.  Mr.  Bartlett  had  bought  a  small  ]>\:<i-r  iiiljoining,  on  which  he  had 
erected  a  fine  eight-room  home  and  i;i"i<l  laim  liuildings,  which  are  still 
kept  in  the  best  of  condition.  On  Mrs.  I'.artlctt's  farm  there  are  a 
large  house  and  barn,  erected  by  the  former  owner,  Peter  Hathaway, 
an  early  settler  of  Milan  Township.  The  crops  from  these  properties 
include  corn,  wheat,  oats,  potatoes  and  fruit,  and  Rev.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bartlett  have  local  reputations  as  skilled  agriculturists.  They 
have  an  important  place  in  the  life  of  the  community,  and  particularly 
in  regard  to  its  spiritual  welfare,  Mrs.  Bai-tlett  being  a  member  and 
elder  of  the  Friends  Church.  Both  have  been  active  workers  in  the 
cause  of  prohibition,  and  have  been  stanch  supporters  of  all  movements 
making  for  advancement  in  morality,  education  and  good  citizenship. 

George  M.  Sands.  After  many  years  spent  in  tilling  the  soil  of 
Milan  Township,  Geoi-ge  M.  Sands  is  now  living  in  comfortable  retire- 
ment at  his  attractive  cottage  home,  located  on  the  Abbott  Road,  in 
Milan  Township.  While  not  born  here,  Mr.  Sands  was  brought  to  this 
township  as  a  child  of  three  years,  and  his  entire  career  has  been  passed 
within  its  borders.  He  has  contributed  in  various  wa.vs  to  the  advance- 
ment and  development  of  his  conununity,  and  bears  the  good  will  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  among  whom  he  has  lived  a  life  of  integrity, 
honesty  and  probity. 

Mr".  Sands  was  born  at  Loughlin  Corners,  in  licrlin  Township,  Erie 
County,  Ohio,  May  29,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  \Villiani  and  Alvina  (Sales) 
Sands.  William  Sands  was  born  at  Ei-ie,  Pennsylvania,  where  his 
father  died,  and  following  that  event  his  widowed  mother,  Nancy 
(Loughlin)   Sands,  brongiit  her  children  to  Eric  County,  Ohio,  settling 
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ill  the  little  colony  at  Loughliii  Corners.  After  some  .years  there  she 
came  to  ]\Iilan  Township,  and  here  her  death  occurred  when  she  was 
eighty-six  years  old,  some  time  during  the  late  'SOs.  She  had  three 
children:  William;  George  L.,  who  married  and  left  three  children 
at  his  death;  and  Julia,  who  married  John  Wetmore,  and  died  when 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  leaving  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

William  Sands  was  educated  in  the  distrii-t  s.-linnls  and  brought  U|) 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  was  eii^^'j^l  tlininLjiiout  his  life. 
He  was  mari-ied  in  Berlin  Township,  and  in  l^'i-i  '-iniir  to  jMilan  Town- 
ship, where  he  was  living  at  the  outbreak  of  tlir  \\.:ir  between  the  Nortli 
and  the  South.  When  the  call  came  fm-  KMi-day  men,  in  1801,  he 
enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fort \-li Tib  K'rtzinient,  Ohio  National 
Guard,  in  which  he  served  128  days,  altliuugh  he  was  never  called  upon 
to  do  ser^dce  outside  of  the  state.  His  military  service  completed,  he 
returned  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture,  and  through  thrift, 
industry,  energy  and  good  management  accumulated  and  put  undei' 
cultivation  a  fine  and  valuable  farm  of  146  acres.  In  the  operation  of 
his  property  Mr.  Sands  displayed  the  possession  of  skill  as  a  farmer, 
reaping  rich  returns  from  his  labors,  and  in  the  evening  of  life  was 
able  to  retire  from  active  pursuits,  and  with  his  wife  went  to  j\lilan, 
where  Mrs.  Sands  passed  away  in  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  tin; 
father  surviving  until  January  15,  1909,  and  being  seventy-nine  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sands  were 
highly  esteemed  in  the  community  where  they  had  lived  so  long,  their 
many  excellencies  of  heart  and  mind  endearing  them  to  a  wide  circle 
of  friends.  As  neighbors  they  were  kind  aud  sympathetic,  always 
ready  to  generously  assist  those  less  fortunate  than  the.y,  and  in  their 
daily  life  lived  their  religion.  In  their  deaths  the  community  lost  two 
of  the  kind  of  people  whose  activities  and  influence  have  served  to  build 
up  and  develop  this  part  of  the  state.  They  were  the  parents  of  two 
sons:  George  M.,  of  this  review;  and  James,  a  successful  farmer  ol' 
Milan  Township,  who  married  Lavina  Jenkins,  daughter  of  James 
Jenkins,  and  has  two  children  who  have  been  well  educated, — Roy,  who 
married  Josie  Brown,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Forest,  who  resides  with 
her  parents. 

George  M.  Sands  attended  the  district  schools  of  Milan  Township, 
devoting  himself  to  his  studies  during  the  winter  terms  and  spending 
his  summers  in  assisting  his  father  and  learning  the  rudiments  of 
farming.  Thus,  when  he  arrived  at  manhood,  he  was  well  trained  in 
body  and  mind,  fitted  to  enter  upon  a  successful  career  in  the  realm  of 
agriculture.  Becoming  half  owner  of  the  old  homestead,  he  began  to 
make  numerous  improvements,  these  including  a  fine  12-rooin  house, 
painted  two  shades  of  green,  a  large  barn,  34  by  76  feet,  and  commodious 
tool  shed,  both  painted  red,  and  other  suitable  buildings.  To  the  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  this  property  he  devoted  many  years  of 
industry  and  made  it  one  of  the  really  valuable  farms  of  the  township. 
By  recent  purchase  he  also  owns  140  acres  of  highly  improved  land 
on  the  Abbott  Road,  where  he  and  Mrs.  Sands  are  living  quietly,  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  their  many  years  of  earnest  labor.  Here  they  have  an 
attractive  cottage,  painted  white,  with  yellow  trimming,  and  furnished 
tastefully  and  comfortably,  as  well  as  being  equipped  with  every 
modern  convenience.  All  of  the  buildings  on  both  farms  are  substan- 
tial and  commodious,  and  form  material  contributions  to  the  upbuilding 
of  Milan  Township. 

Mr.  Sands  was  married  in  1874  in  Milan  Township  to  Miss  Mary  F. 
Turner,  who  was  born  at  Fitchville.  Huron  County,  Ohio.  February  4, 
1851,  the  estimable  daughter  of  George  and  Lydia  (Thatcher)  Turner, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Pennsylvania.     Mrs.  Sands'  parents  were 
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married  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  from  whence  they  removed  to  Huron 
County,  and  there  resided  on  a  farm  near  Fitchville.  There  the  fatlier 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  was  a  deacon  for  a  number  of  years,  was 
one  of  the  highly  esteemed  and  influential  men  of  his  community,  and 
in  his  political  views  was  a  very  decided  republican.  The  mother,  who 
was  also  a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sands  there  has  been  born  one 
daughter;  Cora,  born  March  4,  1875,  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Milan,  and  became  an  artist  on  the  piano.  She  devoted  her  time  to  her 
music  until  her  marriage  to  Clinton  R.  Balcom,  who  was  born,  reared 
and  educated  in  Milan  Township,  and  now  occupies  the  old  home  of 
Mr.  Sands  and  manages  the  Abbott  Road  farm,  in  addition  to  which  he 
owns  a  good  farm  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Sands  accredits  much  of  his  success  in  life  to  the  assistance  of 
his  devoted  wife,  whose  shrewdness,  acumen  and  business  ability  have 
frequently  helped  him  overcome  stubborn  obstacles  which  have  arisen 
in  his  path.  Mrs.  Sands  was  well  educated  in  her  girlhood,  attending 
the  graded  schools  and  the  Milan  High  School,  and  as  a  young  woman 
was  a  popular  and  capable  teacher  in  the  public  schools.  She  has  been 
a  devoted  and  faithful  helpmeet,  and,  like  her  husband,  enjoys  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr. 
Sands  has  never  been  a  politician,  but  has  done  his  full  share  in  aiding 
his  community  to  better  things,  and  when  progressive  movements  have 
been  brought  forward  has  always  lent  his  influence  in  their  liehalf,  thus 
contributing  materially  to  the  welfare  of  the  locality  in  whicli  his  lung 
and  useful  career  has  been  passed. 

GuSTAvus  Beck.  Although  iihu-c  tlian  a  decade  of  years  have  passed 
since  the  death  of  Gustavus  Beck,  numerous  evidences  of  his  residence 
in  Erie  County  are  to  be  found  in  structures  erected  by  his  skill  and 
good  workmanship.  For  many  years  a  carpenter,  in  the  evening  of  life 
he  adopted  agriculture  as  his  vocation,  and  his  death  occurred  at  his 
home  on  the  Abbott  Bridge  Road,  ]\Iarch  2,  1905. 

;\Ir.  Beck  was  born  near  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia.  October 
19,  1S16,  a  son  of  George  and  Rebecca  Beck,  the  former  a  native  of 
County  Kent,  England,  and  the  latter  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 
They  came  to  this  country  as  young  people  and  were  probably  married 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  where  they  resided  for  a  number  of  years, 
later  going  to  Baltimore,  ilaryland,  where  both  died.  They  were  the 
])arents  of  two  daughters  and  four  sons.  Three  of  the  sons.  Walter. 
Lemuel  and  Zebulon,  lived  in  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Like  his  brothers,  Gustavus  Beck  adopted  the  trade  of  carpenter  in 
his  youth,  spending  six  years  and  six  months  as  an  apprentice  and 
journeyman.  After  some  years  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  came  to 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  with  his  friends,  John  and  William  I'.lark.  all 
locating  in  Vermillion  Township,  from  whence  young  Hick  sul)s.M|urntly 
came  to  Milan  Township.  Here  he  met  the  young  lady  who  later 
became  his  wife,  and  in  Milan  Township  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
passed.  A  master  of  his  trade,  he  w^as  connected  with  the  building  of 
many  of  the  largest  structures  erected  in  this  part  of  Erie  County 
during  his  day,  and  a  number  of  these  still  stand  as  monuments  to  his 
mechanical  genius  and  conscientious  workmanship.  When  he  finally 
retired  from  his  trade,  he  took  up  farming  on  his  wife's  homestead, 
and  there  passed  away,  March  2,  1905,  aged  eighty-six  years.  Mr.  Beck 
was  a  stalwart  democrat  in  bis  i)olitical  views.  He  was  not  an  office 
seeker,  but  took  an  intelligent  and  active  interest  in  affairs  as  they 
atTrcIrd  his  i-Duinuinitv,  and  was  alwavs  willing  to  do  his  full  share  in 
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helping  movemeuts  for  the  general  public  welfare.  His  fraternal  con- 
neetion  was  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Milan,  and 
he  was  fond  of  the  companionship  of  his  fellows,  but  his  chief  pleasure 
was  found  in  his  home.  His  career  was  characterized  by  honorable 
and  straightforward  dealing  with  his  fellows  and  his  life  record  con- 
tains no  staiii  or  blemish. 

ilr.  Beck  was  married  in  Milan  Township,  April  19,  1850,  to  Miss 
M.  Jane  Ilollister,  who  was  born  in  Berlin  Township,  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  September  8,  181?^,  and  who  has  lived  in  Erie  County  throughout 
her  life,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1854-55,  when  she  was  a  resident 
of  Wisconsin.  For  fifty-five  years  she  has  made  her  home  at  her  present 
residence  on  Abbott  Bridge  Road,  in  ]\lilan  Township.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Edwin  and  Caroline  (Wrliln  lidllister,  the  former  born  in  Con- 
necticut, in  1809.  In  1816  he  was  l.i-oii-ht  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  by 
his  parents,  Jesse  and  Anna  (Ilurlou)  Ilollister,  and  the  family  lived 
in  Berlin  Township  from  that  time  until  Mrs.  Beck's  grandparents 
became  aged  people,  when  they  went  to  live  at  the  home  of  their  son, 
Ashley  HoUister,  in  Huron  Township,  where  the  grandfather  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years  and  the  grandmother  when  seventy-three  years 
of  age.  He  was  a  whig  in  his  political  views,  and  Mrs.  Ilollister  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

After  their  marriage,  Edwin  and  Caroline  (Webb)  Ilollister  went 
to  live  in  Berlin  Township.  There  they  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  the  mother  died  on  the  farm  July  25,  1893,  the  father  passing 
away  at  the  Old  Soldiers'  Home,  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  January  13,  1898. 
She  was  a  Baptist  and  he  a  Universalist  in  religious  belief,  and  in 
political  matters  Mr.  Hollister  was  originally  a  whig  and  later  a  repub- 
lican. During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Fit'ty-tifth 
Regiment,  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  participated  in  several  engage- 
ments, but  after  eleven  months  of  fighting  was  finally  taken  sick  and 
after  a  period  in  the  hospital  received  his  honorable  disiliai'^v  liciaiisc 
of  disability.  Of  the  six  sons  and  six  daughters  that  grew  up,  srxcn 
are  yet  living.  Three  other  children  died  young.  Mrs.  Beck  is  the 
eldest;  Edward,  Jr.,  married  Susan  Roseoe,  who  left  three  children  at 
her  death, — Bert,  of  Cleveland,  who  is  married  and  has  no  children, 
Minnie  the  wife  of  Isaac  East  of  Conneaut,  Ohio,  has  seven  children, 
and  Vira  the  widow  of  Clay  Hiekock  of  Conneaut,  has  one  son;  Anna, 
of  Burton  Township,  married  William  Bai-tow,  a  farmer,  who  served 
three  years  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  First  Regi- 
ment. Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  during  the  Civil  war,  saw  much  hard 
fighting,  although  the  greater  part  of  the  time  a  wagonmaster,  and  died 
July  9,  1872,  as  a  result  of  disease  contracted  in  the  service,  while  his 
widow  lives  near  Greenwich,  Ohio,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children, — 
Frank,  deceased,  Cora,  George  and  Fannie,  all  of  whom  married  and 
had  children ;  Jesse,  a  resident  of  Toledo,  who  is  married  and  has  a 
family;  Amelia,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Roseoe,  of  Toledo,  with  a  family; 
Harvey,  of  Huron,  who  is  married  and  has  a  family ;  and  Prances,  who 
is  the  wife  of  William  Laughlin,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  Of  this  family,  Jay,  Edwin,  Jr.,  Jesse  and  Frederick,  as  well 
as  the  father,  all  were  soldiers  in  the  Union  Army,  and  Jay  died  while  in 
the  service.    The  others  now  deceased  are  James,  Cecelia  and  Lenora. 

Edwin  Hollister,  Jr.,  enlisted  I\Iay  6,  1861,  in  Company  B,  known 
as  the  Erie  Rangers,  of  the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry.  After  several  engage- 
ments, the  company  and  regiment  were  veteranized  and  served  until 
September,  1865.  Mr.  Hollister  was  with  the  forces  of  General  Wilson 
in  the  great  raid  from  Gravelly  Spring,  Tennessee,  to  Macon,  Georgia, 
in  1865.  and  on  several  occasions  was  wounded,  once  by  a  sabre  cut  on 
top  of  the  head,  once  by  a  musket  ball  through  the  right  leg,  and  once 
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in  the  chest,  where  he  still  carries  a  bullet  as  a  memento  of  his  liia\c 
and  faithful  service.  He  receives  a  pension  of  one  dollar  a  day.  :\li'. 
PloUister  is  a  practical  meehanie,  and  although  he  was  for  nine  years 
a  tenant  of  the  Soldiers'  Home,  is  now  making-  his  home  with  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Beck. 

Mrs.  Beck  has  no  children.  During  her  long  residence  in  Milan 
she  has  been  the  eye-witness  to  many  changes  and  developments,  and 
has  done  her  full  share  in  advancing  the  community.  She  has  many 
friends  in  her  home  community,  and  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  her. 

William  j\1cReynolds.  One  of  the  commanding  constructive  figures 
of  Northern  Ohio  was  the  late  William  McReynolds,  who  died  in  Milan 
June  3,  1904.  While  he  lived  in  Erie  County  only  a  short  time,  his 
broad  and  varied  operations  as  a  contractor,  railroad  builder,  and  in 
many  other  constructive  enterprises,  made  him  a  familiar  figure  in 
this  and  other  counties  of  Northern  Ohio.  Few  men  accomplished  a 
more  substantial  success  in  a  lifetime  than  the  late  William  McReynolds. 

He  was  born  in  Ireland  St.  Patrick's  Day,  March  17,  1830,  and  was 
of  old  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  When  not  yet  in  his  teens  he  was  brought 
l)y  his  parents  to  the  United  States  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and  the  family 
located  in  Cleveland,  where  the  father  soon  died  and  the  widowed  mother 
was  left  to  take  care  of  her  children  with  very  limited  means.  One 
of  the  sons,  John,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  from 
illness  while  still  in  the  army.    The  two  daughters  are  also  now  deceased. 

The  late  William  McReynolds  gained  his  education  in  the  schools  oT 
Cleveland,  and  while  still  a  boy  showed  great  ability  in  practical 
mathematics,  his  faculty  as  a  calculator  being  of  great  aid  to  him  in 
his  subsequent  career  as  a  contractor.  He  met  and  overcame  man\- 
obstacles  in  his  youth,  came  to  know  men  and  hard  work  on  intimate 
terms,  was  a  natural  leader,  and  after  building  up  a  business  as  a  con- 
tractor had  the  good  fortune  to  assemble  about  him  picked  men  and 
was  nearly  always  successful  in  his  undertakings.  As  a  contractor  his 
equipment  and  staff  of  employes  were  used  in  constructing  most  of 
Cleveland's  pavements  for  many  years.  He  built  the  Fairmont  reservoir 
and  handled  other  large  constructive  undertakings.  He  had  almost  a 
genius  at  figuring  out  cost  and  all  the  details  of  a  contract  and  while 
properly  safeguarding  himself  against  failure  was  known  for  the 
efficiency  and  reliability  with  which  his  work  was  always  performed, 
lie  contracted  for  and  built  the  Lake  Shore  electric  street  car  line  from 
Cleveland  to  Lorain,  and  served  as  president  of  the  company  for  several 
years.  He  was  also  Ww  |ii(inccr  in  the  coiinnereial  pork  packing  industry 
at  Cleveland,  and  p.-n-kiil  ainl  sliiiqii'd  tlic  first  barrel  of  pork  sent  out 
of  that  city  as  a  iTuiilar  (■omiiin-rial  lu-nposition.  While  he  was  identified 
with  the  pork  i)acking  liusiness  he  fell  into  a  vat  of  scalding  water  and 
nearly  lost  his  life.  So  remarkable  was  his  recovery  that  the  physicians 
attending  him  at  the  hospital  made  a  special  record  of  his  case.  For  a 
numbei-  of  years  Mr.  SleReynolds  was  associated  with  Messrs.  Price 
and  Stewart  of  Norwalk  in  the  manufacture  of  brick.  They  had  a 
large  plant  in  Huron  County,  and  IMr.  McReynolds  invented  a  new 
jiroeess  for  paving  l)rick  which  enjoyed  high  favor  on  the  market.  In 
later  years  he  retired  from  active  business  and  bought  a  large  farm  in 
Xewbury  Township  near  Burton,  twenty-five  miles  from  Cleveland,  and 
lived  there  until  February,  1904.  when  he  came  to  jMilan  to  his  wife's 
old  home  on  Elm  Street,  and  died  there  a  few  months  later. 

In  ])olitics  he  was  a  republican,  and  somewhat  active  in  nniuicipal 
a  Hairs  in  Cleveland.  :\lr.  McReynolds  also  made  a  record  of  faithful 
sei'vice  as  a  soliliei'  in  tlic  ('i\il  war.  and   was  a   nnu'h  esteemed  nienilxT 
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of  the  Graud  Army  Post  at  Cleveland.  He  was  reared  in  the  Episcoiial 
Church,  but  later  joined  the  Christian  denomination  after  his  first 
marriage. 

At  Cleveland  he  married  Miss  Minerva  E.  Denton.  She  was  born  in 
Huroii  County,  and  died  at  Cleveland  when  about  sixty  years  of  age. 
She  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Christian  (  liiurh.  Slu'  lircanie  the 
mother  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  tlic  il.iii<jlitiTs  ilyini;  as  children. 
The  sons  were:  RoUand  P.,  who  is  marriiMl  ai;.l  li\i-s  in  Clrveland, 
where  lie  is  in  the  contracting  business;  William  U.,  who  died  in  August, 
1915,  leaving  three  children ;  John,  an  extensive  contractor  at  Cleve- 
land; Edwin,  in  the  plumbing  business  at  Cleveland,  and  the  father  of 
two  sons:  Bert,  a  railroad  man  in  Cleveland. 

In  Milan  October  7,  1903,  Mr.  MeReynolds  married  ;\Iiss  Jessie  M. 
McKay.  She  was  born  in  the  comfortable  old  house  on  Elm  Street  in 
Milan  which  she  still  owns  and  occupies  and  where  her  husband  passed 
away.  Her  birth  occurred  June  1.  1861.  and  she  grew  up  in  this  locality, 
attended  the  high  school  and  normal,  and  also  a  private  school,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  did  her  first  work  as  a  teacher.  For  twenty-five 
years  she  was  one  of  the  most  popular  and  capable  educators  in  this 
section  of  Ohio.  She  comes  of  the  old  JIcKay  clan  of  Scotland.  Some 
of  the  McKays  came  across  the  ocean  to  America  during  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne  and  acquired  the  entire  section  of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  now  Ulster  County.  Through  another  branch  Sirs.  ^MeReynolds 
is  descended  from  the  Van  Reusselaers  of  the  pioneer  Holland  Dutch 
stock  of  New  York.  Mrs.  MeReynolds'  grandfather  was  David  McKay, 
who  grew  up  in  his  native  state  and  married  Miss  Margaret  Hadley, 
also  of  that  state.  In  later  years  they  came  to  Ohio,  and  spent  the  close 
of  their  lives  in  Milan,  where  David  died  in  1849  when  past  eighty  years 
of  age,  and  his  wife  some  twenty  years  later  at  the  age  of  ninety-three. 
David  McKay  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  New  York  State,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  always  active  in  local  affairs.  John 
McKay,  father  of  David,  owned  a  large  estate  in  New  York  and  gave 
each  of  his  children  a  farm.  The  son  David  was  a  college  educated 
man,  though  his  advantages  were  not  quite  so  liberal  as  those  of  many 
of  the  other  children.  David  ]\IcKay  and  wife  had  five  children,  two 
sons  and  thi-ee  daughters.  Of  these,  "William  L.  McKay,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  MeReynolds,  was  reared  in  New  York  State  and  married  there 
Miss  Mary  Forest  Dunlop.  She  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and 
when  six  years  of  age  was  brought  to  America  by  her  parents,  who  died 
in  New  York  State.  She  grew  up  there  and  was  reared  in  the  home  of 
Rev.  James  Williams  of  Orange,  New  Jersey.  From  1850  until  their 
death  Williain  :\IiKay  and  wife  lived  in  Milan  and  at  the  old  home  on 
Elm  Strcrt  whirh  they  built  and  in  which  Mrs.  MeReynolds  now  lives. 
William  McK;iy  died"there  in  July,  1901,  and  his  widow  on  February 
6,  1907.  Both  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  the  McKay 
family  were  the  following  children :  AVilliam  J.  died  when  six  months 
old;  George  H.,  who  was  born  in  Bellevue,  Ohio,  October  6,  1849,  was 
only  six  months  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Milan,  and  he  has 
lived  in  that  village  ever  since,  having  never  married.  He  malces  his 
home  with  his  sister  Mrs.  MeReynolds.  Early  in  life  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  painter,  later  for  nearly  forty  years  had  a  some- 
what extended  reputation  as  a  bee  keeper,  and  afterw^ards  bought  a 
farm  in  Huron  County  near  Norwalk.  He  is  a  man.  of  many  positive 
virtues,  and  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  temperance  movement  in  Northern 
Ohio.  He  has  himself  never  chewed  or  smoked  tobacco,  has  never  taken 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  is  never  known  to  have  used  an  oath  in  his 
life.  lie  is  also  an  inventor  of  some  note,  and  owns  a  patent  on  a 
harrow  and  has  also  perfected  a  sun's  rays  genei-itor.     In  politics  he 
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takes  broad  socialistic  views.  The  next  in  the  McKay  family  is  Margaret 
J.,  wife  of  "Willis  M.  Driver,  a  carpenter  of  Milan,  and  their  children 
are  Forest  H.,  Thomas  W.,  Leo  M.  and  Hazel  D.  Agnes  E.  is  the  wife 
of  Bert  Root,  a  farmer  in  Oxford  Township  of  Erie  County,  and  they 
lost  liotli  their  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  Lenora  M.,  who  was 
loved  as  the  flower  of  the  family,  died  when  only  fourteen  yeai-s  of  age. 
Mrs.  McReyuolds  has  for  many  years  been  one  of  the  sdcinl  li  aders 
in  the  Milan  community.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Episi(i|),il  Church 
and  one  of  the  charter  members  and  vice  president  of  tlic  Furtui^htly 
Travelers  Club  and  of  other  organizations.  She  is  a  former  president 
and  is  now  vice  president  of  the  local  W.  C.  T.  U.  and  also  belongs  to 
the  Milan  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 

Madison  Mixter.  It  was  some  of  the  fine  old  Dutch  stock  that  was 
.so  valuable  as  a  factor  in  clearing  up  and  developing  the  commonwealth 
of  New  York  State  that  was  introduced  into  the  rural  communities 
of  Erie  County  in  the  early  days  by  the  Mixter  family.  Mr.  Madison 
Mixter,  whose  home  is  now  in  the  Village  of  ililan,  has  spent  his  active 
career  largely  as  a  farmer  in  this  county,  and  has  developed  possessions 
which  indicate  fully  his  vigor  as  a  business  man,  and  he  has  also  enjoyed 
enviable  and  honorable  relations  with  community  affairs. 

Going  back  several  generations,  his  great-grandfather  was  Daniel 
Mixter,  who  was  born  either  in  Massachusetts  or  Connecticut  in  1775. 
The  first  name  of  his  witV  was  Estln^r.  and  she  was  born  in  1765.  They 
were  married  in  Niw  I'lii'^laiid.  ami  spent  all  tlhir  lives  there  where 
Daniel  died  Oct<.l..T  i^:i,  IS4I,  an,!  Ins  wilr  ,.ii  Divcuil,,  i-  2(i.  1S50.  They 
were  farmers,  thrifty  and  strung,  and  worthy  to  hv  tiu"  heads  of  a  long 
family  line. 

Next  in  line  comes  George  ilixter,  who  was  born  January  7,  1795, 
and  died  June  8,  1878.  He  married  Chloe  Calkins  on  May'  22,  1820, 
and  after  their  marriage  they  settled  on  a  farm  in  New  England,  and 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life  there.  Late  in  life  he  became  a  minister  of 
the  Liberal  Baptist  Church.  His-  wife,  who  was  born  November  10, 
1800,  and  died  in  January,  1895,  was  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Chloe  Calkins,  who  were  New  England  farmers.  Rev.  George  Mixter 
and  wife  had  the  following  children :  George  Gilbert,  born  February 
10,  1821;  Emerson,  born  May  17,  1823;  Lovisa,  born  April  29,  182(i: 
Addison,  and  Madison,  twins,  born  July  12,  1829. 

Madison  Mixter,  Sr.,  who  was  born  on  a  farm  close  to  the  line 
between  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker 
under  his  brother  Emerson,  and  subsequently  became  a  skilled  maker 
of  custom  shoes  and  boots,  and  had  a  shop  near  Sandusky  for  many 
years.  About  the  time  he  was  of  age  Addison  Mixter  came  from  the 
East  and  made  settlement  in  Perkins  Township  of  Erie  County,  and  his 
wife  came  to  Erie  County  M-ith  her  parents  previous  to  that  time,  when 
she  was  six  years  of  age.  After  their  marriage  they  moved  to  Iowa, 
lived  two  or  three  years  in  that  part  of  the  then  Far  West;  but  returned 
to  Perkins  Township  and  not  long  afterward  Addiaon  Mixter  took  up 
rarming  as  his  regular  vocation.  In  March,  1864,  he  moved  to  Milan 
Township,  establishing  his  home  on  a  farm  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Huron  River  two  miles  north  of  the  Village  of  Milan.  That  was  his 
home  until  his  death  on  August  27,  1890.  His  wife,  who  before  her 
marriage  was  Miss  Jane  Wolverton,  was  born  in  1828,  and  died  March 
27,  1907.  They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
he  served  as  an  elder,  and  he  was  a  very  ardent  republican.  Many 
years  he  served  as  township  assessor  of  re:-d  estate  and  personal  property. 
Tlie  children  of  Addison  ]\lixter  and  wife  were:  A.  Lindolph.  born 
Scnt,.inl»T    10,    1852,   and    died    Fcbi'narv    IS.    lS5:i;    Charles   W..    born 
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April  5,  1854,  now  living  in  California,  lias  three  children,  Breta  L., 
Josephine  C.  and  Susan  Lovisa  all  of  whom  are  married.  George,  Jr., 
was  born  June  21,  1857,  and  died  December  10,  1859.  Emerson,  born 
March  1,  1860,  lives  in  San  Diego,  California,  and  has  a  son  Arthur  M., 
also  married.  Lovisa,  born  May  21,  1862,  died  December  4,  1897. 
Madison  was  next  in  age.  Samuel  G.,  born  December  27,  1866,  died 
November  5,  1893,  leaving  one  son,  now  deceased.  Chloe  C,  born 
April  25,  1870,  died  May  9,  1893,  after  her  marriage  to  Clayton  W. 
Graham. 

Sir.  Madison  Mixter  was  born  June  5,  1864,  at  the  old  homestead,  on 
the  Huron  River  near  Milan  Village.  That  was  the  locality  which 
furnished  him  the  associations  for  his  childhood  and  youth,  and  from 
the  country  schools  he  continued  his  education  in  the  Milan  Normal. 
In  the  house  where  he  was  born  he  spent  forty-seven  years  and  in  that 
time  developed  many  interests  as  a  farmer  and  came  to  enjoy  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  a  large  community.  On  leaving  his  coun- 
try home  he  moved  to  a  beautiful  estate  close  to  Milan  Village, 
comprising  171^  acres  of  ground,  and  with  a  substantial  eight-room 
house.  He  carries  on  farming  on  the  intensive  plan  though  with 
limited  acreage,  and  he  still  owns  the  old  homestead  of  eighty  aci-es, 
which  he  has  improved  with  a  set  of  solid  farm  buiklings,  including  a 
big  bank  barn  on  a  foundation  34  by  66  feet.  This  farm  has  some  of 
the  best  improvements  found  on  any  place  in  Erie  Coiinty,  while  the 
house  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  section  of  Erie  County,  but  still  doing 
good  service.  Running  water  is  supplied  thi-oughout  the  liarn  and 
the  feed  lots  and  also  to  the  house. 

On  December  17,  1890,  Mr.  Mixter  was  married  in  Milan  Township 
to  Miss  Nellie  E.  Cummins.  She  was  born  in  Milan  August  21,  1865, 
finished  her  education  in  the  Normal  School,  and  spent  eight  years  as 
a  successful  and  popular  teacher  before  her  marriage.  Her  parents 
were  Capt.  Enos  C.  and  Harriet  A.  (Humiston)  Cummins.  Her  father 
was  born  at  Lorain,  Ohio,  December  25,  1826,  and  was  of  Scotch  stock 
and  ancestry.  The  mother  was  born  at  Friendship,  New  York,  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1829,  and  was  of  English  lineage.  They  were  married  Febru- 
ary 22,  1853,  in  Milan,  and  spent  the  rest  of  their  days  in  Erie  County, 
where  the  mother  died  in  the  home  of  her  daughter  Mrs.  Mixter  in 
Milan,  Febriiary  5,  1910.  Capt.  Enos  Cummins  was  best  known  as  a 
sailor,  having  gained  his  first  experience  on  a  lake  vessel  when  a  boy, 
and  following  the  Great  Lakes  in  almost  every  capacity  up  to  captain, 
for  a  great  many  years.  He  was  master  of  different  vessels  for  over 
twenty  years,  and  while  in  command  of  the  Fannie  Jones  he  went 
down  with  his  boat  in  a  storm  just  outside  the  breakwater  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  His  death  occurred  August  12,  1890.  He  was  one  of  the  best 
known  of  the  old  time  lake  captains,  and  had  friends  all  around  the  Great 
Lakes.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican,  and  his  wife  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  he  also  attended. 

Three  sons  comprise  the  household  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mixter. 
George  Addison,  born  September  20,  1891,  was  well  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  is  now  living  at  Philadelphia;  he  married  Sarah  M. 
Neeley,  and  they  have  a  son  George  A.,  Jr.,  born  May  21,  1915.  Fred 
Cummins,  tlie  second  son,  was  born  October  20,  1893.  He  was  educated 
for  the  electrical  engineering  profession  by  courses  in  the  Scranton 
School  of  Correspondence,  from  whieh  he  holds  a  diploma,  was  also 
graduated  from  thr  :\ni;in  Ili'fb  Si-honl  iiiid  is  now  following  his  voca- 
tion as  electrician  in  (  Icvclainl ;  lie  iiuiri'ii'd  September  6,  1915,  Caroline 
J.  AVeinbrenner.  Mailisoii  Clai'k,  llic  .\()inigt>st  son,  was  horn  October 
23,  1897,  finished  the  course  of  the  Mihui  High  School  in  1915,  and 
is  now  a  capable  assistant  to  his  father  on  the  home  farm. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mixter  and  their  sons  are  all  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  at  Milan  he  has  served  as  an  elder  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years.  Fraternally  he  is  now  serving  as  master  of  Erie 
Lodge  No.  239,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Milan,  and  also  belongs  to  Milan  Chapter 
No.  135,  R.  A.  M.,  and  the  Council  No.  24,  R.  &  S.  M.  of  Norwalk. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Eastern  Star  and  he  is 
patron  of  Edison  Chapter  No.  112  at  Milan,  and  for  the  past  six  years 
Mrs.  Mixter  has  been  secretary  of  the  chapter.  Their  interests  as 
farmers  have  naturally  brought  them  into  close  membership  with  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  for  years  they  have  been  identified  with 
Milan  Grange  No.  342,  P.  of  H.,  in  which  Mr.  Mixter  was  master  five 
years  and  he  is  now  master  of  the  County  Pomona  Grange,  having  been 
first  elected  to  that  conspicuous  honor  in  1911.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican.  There  are  few  names  in  Erie  County  that  have  so  much 
real  significance  in  agricultural  affairs  as  that  of  Madison  Mixter. 

Richard  Rawle.  The  career  of  Richard  Rawle  of  ililan  constitutes 
a  steadily  progressive  success  since  early  boyhood.  He  worked  at  a 
mechanic's  trade  and  in  ship  building  for  many  years,  but  eventually 
took  up  a  new  profession  and  occupation  with  the  pioneer  undertaker 
and  embalmer  at  Milan,  and  now  conducts  the  best  kuown  service  in 
that  line  in  Milan  Township.  He  also  carries  a  large  stock  of  other 
goods,  including  wall  paper  and  takes  contracts  for  house  decorating 
and  picture  framing.  For  the  past  twenty-three  years  he  has  been  an 
embalmer,  having  graduated  from  the  Clark  School  of  Embalming  at 
Cleveland  in  1892.  When  the  state  law  went  into  effect  requiring  licenses 
for  emba'lmers,  he  secured  such  a  state  license  in  1902. 

The  undertaking  house  of  Mr.  Rawle  at  Milan  was  established  more 
than  thirty-five  years  ago  by  Henry  L.  "Wilson.  Mr.  Rawle  became 
apprenticed  to  Mr.  Wilson  in  1883  and  after  learning  the  business  was 
taken  into  partnership.  The  two  were  together  until  1899,  at  which 
time  Mr.  Rawle  bought  Mr.  Wilson's  interest  and  has  since  been  sole 
proprietor.  He  has  all  the  ec|uipment  and  facilities  necessary  for  his 
work,  including  a  motor  ;\iiiKiilaii(i'  and  a  motor  touring  car. 

By  birth  Richard  Raw  K'  is  a  native  of  Cornwall,  England.  He  was 
born  at  Newquay,  a  populai-  suimner  resort  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
England,  and  his  birthday  was  August  5,  1856.  His  ancestors  for 
several  generations  had  been  Cornishmen.  His  father,  Robert  Rawle, 
was  born  in  Land's  End,  England,  and  spent  most  of  his  active  career 
as  a  lead  miner  in  the  mines  of  Cornwall.  He  died  there  in  1898  at 
the  age  of  seventy.  He  married  a  native  Cornwall  girl,  Mary  Ann 
Geary,  who  is  still  living  in  Cornwall,  hale  and  vigorous,  though  in 
May,  1915,  she  celebrated  her  eighty-third  birthday.  She  conies  of  a 
very  old  and  hardy  stock,  and  her  grandfather  was  101  yeai-s  of  age 
when  he  died,  and  had  planted  his  garden  only  a  few  months  before 
liis  death.  There  is  an  old  painting  of  this  venerable  gentleman  which 
sliDws  rugged  lines  of  character  as  well  as  physique.  The  family  in 
England  were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Richard  Rawle 
was  next  to  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  the  names  of  whom 
were:  Richard,  William,  Thomas,  Henry,  Lewis,  Bessie,  i\Iary  and 
Anna.  All  grew  to  maturity,  but  Bessie  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
and  Thomas  is  also  deceased.  The  others  are  living,  and  all  married 
except  Anna,  who  lives  at  home!  with  her  mother.  Thomas  at  his  death 
left  a  widow  and  children,  and  had  spent  two  years  in  America.  Richard 
Rawle  and  his  nephew  William  are  now  the  only  ones  in  America. 

At  the  old  home  in  Southwest(>rn  England  Richard  Rawle  spent  his 
childhood  and  gained  some  education  in  the  local  schools.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  took  up  thi'  slii|)  cai'iicnter's  trade,  and  in  1879.  at  the 
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age  of  twenty-three  arrived  in  the  United  States.  He  spent  some  time 
at  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  was  in  the  ship  yards  at  Chautauciua  Lake, 
New  York,  in  the  Rateliff  yards  at  Cleveland,  and  -in  1881  came  to 
Milan  and  spent  a  year  with  the  Pries  ship  yards.  He  was  there  when 
the  Golden  Age  was  heing  built  and  later  helped  to  eonstruet  the  tug 
Shepherd  at  Huron.  He  also  did  work  in  his  trade  at  Vermilion,  and 
then  returned  to  Milan  and  started  learning  an  ciitirrly  new  profession 
under  Mr.  Wilson,  the  pioneer  undertaker. 

Mr.  Rawle  was  first  married  at  Milan  to  Adelia  Spratt,  of  a  well 
known  old  family  in  Milan  Township.  She  died  nine  years  after  her 
marriage,  and  liad  lost  a  daughter,  Eva  M.,  and  was  survived  by  one 
sou,  Robert,  who  now  lives  at  Norwalk  and  is  married  and  has  a  son, 
Harold.  For  his  second  wife  IMr.  Rawle  was  married,  also  in  ililan,  to 
Rena  Stiekradt.  She  was  born  in  Milan,  and  educated  in  the  local 
schools.  Her  death  occurred  in  1905,  when  tliirty  years  of  age.  For  his 
third  wife  Mr.  Rawle  married  Miss  Eliz:ili.'tli  Aicfford.  She  was  born 
in  this  section  of  Northern  Ohio  thirty-nin.'  yrais  ago  and  of  German 
pai'entage.  Both  lier  parents  are  now  deicased.  She  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Erie  County  and  is  a  eontirmed  member  of  the  German 
Evangelical  Church.  Mr.  Rawle  is  a  republican  in  politics,  has  always 
been  interested  in  local  affairs,  and  is  well  known  for  his  public  spirit. 
He  is  affiliated  with  Milan  Lodge  No.  117  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

George  Feick..  For  half  a  century  much  that  is  substantial  and 
prominent  in  the  City  of  Sandusky  has  borne  the  impress  of  the  indi- 
viduality of  George  Feick.  Mr.  Feick  is  a  contractor  and  builder  whose 
work  finds  striking  testimony  in  many  familiar  structui-es  not  only  in 
Erie  County  but  elsewhere.  These  include  some  of  the  notable  public 
and  institutional  buildings.  Many  of  the  (lualities  of  durability  and 
strength  which  he  has  introduced  into  his  buildings  have  been  found 
latent  factors  in  his  own  character,  and  accounts  for  his  success. 

Coming  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  has  molded 
his  destiny  by  his  own  efforts,  and  honorable  i^urpose.  lie  was  born  at 
Steinau,  Kreis  Dieburg,  Hesse  Darmstadt,  January  23,  1849.  He  was 
reared  in  his  native  land,  was  confirmed  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
had  a  common  school  education.  For  three  years  he  also  served  an 
apprenticeship  in  the  cabinetmaker's  trade.  With  this  experience  and 
qualifications  he  set  out  in  1866  for  the  new  world,  and  on  July  10th 
of  that  year  joined  his  brothers,  Philip  and  Adam,  in  Sandusky.  For 
several  years  he  was  employed  liy  Adam  Feick,  but  in  1872  they  formed 
a  copai-fiii'i-sliip,  wliii'li  fiidni-cil  1i)  tlicii-  mutual  satisfaction  and  success 
until  thr  d.-alh  o\-  A. lam   Frlrk  in  ISli:;. 

A\'hili'  till'  l-'cick  lucitlicivs  WIT.'  assdi-iatcd  in  partnership  they  erected 
many  line  iiiiiMiiit;s.  sninc  df  wliii-li  may  lie  iiuiiridiicd  as  follows:  Tenth 
Ward  S,-li(Mil  lliiiMiii,-;  Uri.' ('niiiit\  -lail  :  a  [lait  .if  tlic  Ohio  Soldiers  and 
Sailoi's  Udiiic:  the  Lake  Sliciri'  tV:  M  ii'liiijaii  Soutlinai  Railroad  .stations 
in  Sandu.sky  and  in  Painesville;  Talcott  Hall  foi-  Oherliu  College;  the 
State  Capitol  Building  at  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 

During  the  last  twenty  years  Mr.  George  Feick  has  been  in  the  con- 
tracting and  building  lnisiiicss  ahnu',  and  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  has  had  as  his  ra|ial)lr  assmialc  Ids  son,  Emil  Augustus  Feick.  In 
this  time  the  work  lias  <;ciiic  lurwai-il  characterized  by  the  same  ability 
and  skill  as  in  earlier  years,  (icdiiiv  l-'ciik-  was  tin'  cdiitrai'tnr  who  built 
the  Law  Building  of  tlie  Ohio  State  I 'nivi'siiy  at  ('dluinlnis  ;  the  Edward 
Gymnasium  for  the  Ohio  Weslcyan  riii\ii-sity  at  Drlaware:  several 
buildings  for  Oberlin  Cdll. ■«;■<■.  incliidiiiu'  I  he  S.'\  ,'i-aiicr  ClMaiucal  Labora- 
tory; the  Warner  (iyiniiasiinn  :  lli..  Cariidoi,.  Cdlk.u,.  I.iliraiy  and  the 
Phinney  Memorial  CiiaiK'l,  the  .Mms  liuildiiiu-.  liicc  Hall.  Keep  Cottage, 
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the  Administration  Building;  and  in  1915  he  built  the  handsome  new 
Saudusky  High  School  Building. 

Air.  Feiek  is  not  only  a  practical  builder,  and  a  man  who  understands 
all  the  technical  details  of  the  industry,  but  possesses  a  thorough  artistic 
taste  and  talent,  and  has  employed  that  not  only  in  his  business  but  in 
his  avocations.  Besides  his  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder  he  is  a 
director  in  the  Citizens  Banking  Company  of  Sandusky  and  is  president 
of  the  Sandusky  Telephone  Company.  His  public  spirit  has  led  him  to 
accept  the  post  of  councilman  in  Sandusky  at  different  times,  and  his 
name  and  influence  are  counted  upon  as  strong  individual  assets  iu  the 
coiiuuunity.  Mr.  Feiek  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  is  a  liberal 
republican,  and  has  attained  thirty-two  degi'ees  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in 
Masonry. 

His  first  wife  was  Miss  Augusta  Ernestine  Klotz,  who  was  born  at 
Dresden,  Saxony,  January  31,  1852,  and  died  December  21,  1888.  She 
was  the  mother  of  five  children :  Emil  Augvistus,  who  was  born  March 
20,  1874,  was  liberally  educated  in  the  public  schools  at  Sandusky  and 
in  the  Ohio  State  University,  and  now  for  a  number  of  years  has  been 
in  the  contracting  and  building  business  with  his  father.  This  son  mar- 
ried Miss  Louise  DeLor  in  1900,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Richard  and  Antonette.  Clara  Sofia,  the  second  cliild  of  Mr. 
Feiek,  was  l)oru  May  30,  1877.  George,  Jr.,  was  born  January  28,  1881. 
Olga  Charlotte  was  born  June  20,  1885.  She  married  Edward  Younk, 
and  they  have  two  children,  George  and  Mary.  Ernestine,  born  Decem- 
ber 7,  1888,  married  Clarence  Handerson.  On  June  22,  1892,  Mr.  Feiek 
married  his  present  wife,  Minnie  A.  Klotz.  The  only  child  of  this  union 
is  Augustus  H.,  born  June  22,  1893. 

Theodore  J.  Fixzel.  For  nearly  half  a  century  the  members  of 
the  Finzel  family  have  matei-ially  influenced  the  progress  and  develop- 
ment of  various  localities  in  Northern  Ohio.  The  chief  center  of  the 
family  activities  has  been  Milan  Township,  and  the  older  representative 
of  the  name  in  that  locality  is  Theodore  J.  Finzel,  who  has  a  fine  farm 
located  on  Rural  Route  No.  1  out  of  Milan.  It  is  only  a  matter  of 
just  deserts  that  a  brief  record  should  be  given  in  this  history  of  Erie 
County  pertaining  to  the  Finzel  relationship. 

They  are  a  German  family,  and  Theodore  J.  Fiuzel  was  born  in 
Bavaria  November  21,  1863,  though  nearly  all  his  life  has  been  spent 
in  this  country.  His  parents  were  George  C.  and  Canda  (Schippel) 
Finzel,  who  were  born  in  the  same  locality  of  Bavaria  as  their  son,  and 
represented  old  stock  that  for  generations  had  made  their  home  in 
Bavaria.  George  Finzel  was  a  tradesman,  both  a  harness  maker  and 
dealer,  though  later  he  became  a  farmer.  There  were  two  children  born 
in  the  old  country,  Theodore  and  his  sister  Sophia.  In  1865  this  little 
family  and  ]\Iaria  Schippel,  the  si.ster  of  Mrs.  Finzel,  set  out  for  America. 
They  took  passage  on  a  combination  steamer  and  sailing  ship  at  Bremer- 
haven  and  after  twenty-one  days  landed  in  New  York  City.  From  there 
thoy  came  on  to  Sandusky,  and  there  took  up  their  venture  in  the  New 
World,  perhaps  more  prosperously  than  most  immigrants,  since  they 
jMissessed  some  means  which  enabled  them  to  start  without  the  expe- 
riences of  privation  which  many  early  settlers  coming  from  Germany 
had  to  endure.  George  Finzel  brought  all  his  money  in  gold  contained 
in  a  body  belt.  Several  years  later  the  family  moved  to  Milan  Town- 
ship, where  the  father  bought  thirty  acres  on  the  Cleveland  Road  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  township,  and  there  applied  himself  industriously 
to  farming  on  the  same  place  now  occupied  by  his  son  Theodore.  By 
much  hard  work  and  by  gradual  development  and  improvement  year 
after  year  they  produced  a  farm  notable  for  its  excellent  fruits  and 
vegetables.    George  C.  Finzel  died  at  that  homestead  in  February,  1911, 
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when  eighty-foiu-  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  December, 
1908,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 

Maria  Schippel,  the  sister  of  Mrs.  George  Finzel  and  the  aunt  of 
Theodoi'e  Finzel,  was  quite  a  young  woman  when  she  canie  to  America, 
and  the  sisters  were  very  devoted  to  each  other.  She  married  Adam 
Wykel  of  Erie  County,  and  they  afterwards  took  up  farming,  lived  in 
Townsend  Township  of  Huron  County  seven  years,  and  tinally  returned 
to  Milan  Township  in  Erie  County,  where  they  bought  a  small  farm,  on 
which  I\Ir.  Adam  Wykel  died  in  October,  1911,  when  seventy-three  years 
of  age.  Mrs.  I\Iaria  Wykel  died  January  3,  1914,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five. 
All  the  members  of  the  Finzel  and  Wykel  families  were  confirmed  in 
Germany  in  the  Lutheran  Evangelical  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wykel 
had  three  children.  The  son  Theodore  is  a  skilled  and  high  class 
mechanic,  and  stands  high  in  the  industrial  affairs  of  Lorain  County. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  in  early  life  served  an  appren- 
ticeship in  the  machine  shop  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern 
Railway,  rose  to  department  foreman,  and  in  1900  took  charge  of  the 
engineering  department  of  the  National  Tube  Company's  plant  at  Lorain 
in  Lorain  Counly,  and  l)y  MicccssiM-  promotions  is  now  assistant  master 
mechanic  and  li;is  m-.itlr  ;iii  ixcllnii  n  i-ord  all  along  the  line.  He  is  mar- 
ried, and  has  tliric  i-liiltlirn  ;  Lilaml.  aged  eleven;  Loda,  aged  nine;  and 
Theodore,  aged  three.  The  only  tlaugliter  in  the  Wykel  family  was  Anna, 
who  died  in  girlhood  in  1898.  The  other  son,  Frank,  is  a  tool  maker 
and  automobile  engineer  at  Elyria,  and  has  one  sou  named  Raymond. 

]\Ir.  Theodore  J.  Finzel,  who  is  now  prosperously  managing  the  old 
farm  formerly  owned  by  his  father,  was  the  oldest  of  three  children. 
His  sister  Sophia,  already  mentioned,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Butler,  and 
lives  in  Huron  County.  The  daughter  Emma  is  the  wife  of  John  Huber, 
and  reference  to  this  family  will  be  found  on  other  pages  of  this  publi- 
cation. Mr.  Finzel,  who  has  never  married,  has  surrounded  himself 
with  many  comforts,  has  an  excellent  home,  including  a  large  white 
eight-room  house,  surrounded  with  barns  and  other  substantial  farm 
buildings. 

John  Spr.\nkel.  Among  Milan  Township  farms  that  are  deserving 
of  mention  as  places  of  value  in  the  material  sense  and  as  homes  of 
thrifty  and  energetic  citizens,  there  is  the  Sprankel  place  situated  on 
Rural  Route  No.  1  out  of  Milan.  For  more  than  thirty  years  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Sprankel  family  have  been  known  and  esteemed  in  this 
section  of  Erie  County,  and  John  Sprankel,  above  named,  is  one  of  the 
successful  representatives  of  the  younger  generation. 

He  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  in  Milan  Township  on  the  Berlin 
Road,  February  4,  1886.  His  parents  were  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Sehuester)  Sprankel.  Both  were  natives  of  Germany.  His  mother 
was  born  in  Kur-Hessen,  German}^  and  the  father  was  born  in  Hesse 
Darmstadt.  Both  came  when  young  people  and  alone  to  the  United 
States.  Their  parents  had  spent  all  their  lives  in  the  old  country  and 
died  there  when  quite  old,  and  both  the  Sprankel  and  Sehuester  families 
were  of  the  Reformed  Church  faith.  Henry  Sprankel  left  Germany  in 
1881  and  after  arriving  in  New  York  City  came  on  to  Erie  County,  and 
subsequently  located  a  good  farm  of  sixty-five  acres  in  Milan  Township. 
His  first  wife  was  Udeck  Zeller,  and  she  died  not  long  after  they  came 
from  Germany  to  Erie  County.  She  left  a  number  of  children,  and  more 
extended  reference  to  this  branch  of  the  family  will  be  found  on  other 
pages  under  the  name  George  Sprankel.  Henry  Sprankel  married  for 
his  second  wife  Miss  Elizabeth  Sehuester.  They  were  married  about 
thirty  years  ago,  and  before  his  death,  which  occurred  October  29,  1911, 
when  he  was  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  he  had  continued  to  prosper 
and  had  accumulated  a  large  amount  of  fine  farm  land  in  Erie  County. 
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He  was  a  democrat  in  politics,  and  held  several  local  offices,  and  in 
ehureli  atfairs  was  a  Lutheran.  Mrs.  Sprankel,  his  widow,  is  still  living 
and  with  her  sons  conducts  the  fine  farm  comprising  the  homestead  and 
is  also  owner  of  some  other  land.  Mrs.  Sprankel  and  her  sons  long 
since  solved  the  problem  of  how  to  make  both  ends  meet,  and  each  year 
sees  a  little  increase  in  their  permanent  prosperity  and  holdings.  The 
Sprankel  farm  grows  some  of  the  finest  crops,  and  one  specialty  is 
potatoes. 

John  Sprankel  since  the  death  of  his  father  has  assumed  much  of  the 
active  responsibilities  in  ronnection  with  the  management  of  the  old 
linmpstcad,  and  is  a  valiKiMc  assistant  to  his  mother.  As  a  boy  he 
atti'iidcd  the  public  sl•lllHll^  nf  .Milan  and  has  deservedly  prospered. 
Joliu  Sprankel  married  ticrtrude  Goodsite.  She  was  born  in  Huron 
Township,  September  9,  1898,  and  grew  up  and  received  her  education 
in  that  locality.  Her  parents  were  Charles  and  Jeannette  (Paul)  Good- 
site.  Her  father  was  born  in  Germany  and  now  lives  in  IMilan  Town- 
ship, anil  Inn-  mother  was  a  native  of  Erie  County  and  died  in  Huron 
Townslii]). 

Martin  Sprankel,  brother  of  John,  M'as  l)orn  Novembei-  15,  1898,  and 
is  ainmarriecl  and  lives  at  home  with  his  mother  and  brother.  Both 
these  young  men  are  democrats  in  politics. 

Prescott  Millimax,  whose  valuable  and  well  managed  farm  is  situ- 
ated in  Milan  Township,  conies  of  the  old  pioneer  stock  of  Erie  County. 
In  the  early  days  his  grandfather  performed  a  mucli  needed  service  to  his 
community  as  one  of  the  early  blacksmiths.  On  1lic  wlml,.  the  family 
have  been  devoted  chiefly  to  agriculture,  and  in  the  difiViviit  generations 
they  have  lived  upright  and  useful  lives,  have  provided  will  for  them- 
selves and  for  their  descendants,  and  the  family  record  is  one  of  un- 
broken thrift  and  good  citizenship. 

Amherst  Milliman,  grandfather  of  Prescott,  was  born  near  Tona- 
wanda.  New  York,  about  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century.  He 
had  a  brother  William  who  went  West  to  Indiana  in  the  early  days, 
lived  there  as  a  fai-mer,  and  left  descendants  in  that  state.  Amherst 
IMilliiiian  married  Sarah  Young.  ITr  was  maiiiid  after  he  came  out  to 
Huron  County.  His  location  in  Hui-mi  (nunty  was  prior  to  the  division 
of  that  territory  and  the  creation  of  wiiat  is  now  Erie  County.  Amherst 
Milliman 's  home  was  what  was  known  as  the  old  stone  house  east  of 
West  Corners  in  Townsend  Township,  Huron  County.  Being  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  he  established  a  .shop  there,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
worked  industriously  engaged  in  the  general  repairing  of  tools  and 
implements,  and  included  in  his  routine  w'ork  was  the  making  and  fitting 
of  shoes  for  the  work  oxen,  which  were  then  so  generally  used  instead 
of  horses.  From  blacksmithing  Amherst  Milliman  gradually  took  up 
farming,  and  continued  that  as  his  chief  means  of  livelihood  until  he 
retired.  He  died  in  1880,  followed  four  .vears  later  bv  his  wife,  and  both 
were  about  the  same  age.  Amherst  Milliman  in  politics  cast  his  ballot 
for  the  whig  candidates  as  long  as  that  party  was  in  existence  and  after- 
wards was  a  stanch  republican.  He  and  his  wife  had  fourteen  chil- 
dren, divided  equall.v  between  sons  and  daughters.  Several  of  the  sons 
gave  a  good  account  of  themselves  as  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war.  The 
names  of  these  soldier  sons  were  Thomas.  Ezekiel,  Robert,  George.  John 
and  Bi'yant.  George  died  while  in  the  army  from  black  measles.  Robert 
saw  some  service  on  Johnson's  Island  in  Lake  Erie  as  a  gnai*d  to  rebel 
prisoners.  Ezekiel  went  through  all  the  war  and  is  now  living  at  To- 
peka,  Kansas.  Thomas  also  had  nearly  a  full  term  of  service  in  tlu'  war. 
T-ieutenant  John  and  his  bi-otlier  Thoums  were  both  in  the  Seventh  Ohio 
Rciriment  of  hundred  davs"  mm.     -lohn  later  enlisted  in  the  One  Hun- 
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dred  and  First  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  first  lieutenant  of  Company  E. 
He  participated  in  some  of  the  greatest  campaigns  in  the  history  of  the 
civil  conflict.  He  was  present  at  Lookout  Mountain,  Chattanooga,  and 
other  places  in  that  vicinity,  went  with  Sherman  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, and  followed  him  on  his  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  once 
made  prisoner  and  for  a  time  "was  confined  in  Andersonville  prison.  He 
also  received  three  wounds.  At  one  time  a  rebel  bullet  injured  his  scalp, 
another  shot  struck  him  in  the  foot,  and  a  third  wound  was  in  the  hip, 
and  this  bullet  was  never  extracted,  but  remained  in  his  body  for  a  great 
many  years  and  was  ultimately  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  December  5,  1913. 

After  the  war  John  Milliman  became  very  stout  and  at  one  time 
weighed  320  pounds.  In  spite  of  this  weight  he  was  a  very  active  man, 
and  made  a  successful  record  as  a  farmer.  Following  the  war  he  bought 
fifty  acres  of  land,  and  gradually  increased  that  until  at  one  time  he 
owned  165  acres;  115  acres  of  this  is  now  included  in  the  homestead 
owned  by  Prescott  Milliman.  John  Milliman  spent  most  of  his  years 
at  this  homestead  farm,  and  died  there.  He  was  a  strong  republican  in 
politics.  In  Berlin  Township  he  married  Miss  Maria  Iloak.  She  was 
born  on  the  old  Hoak  farm  in  Berlin  Township,  August  31,  1842,  a  sister 
of  Nathan  Hoak,  a  family  to  whom  reference  is  made  on  other  pages. 
She  was  reared  and  well  educated,  and  at  one  time  was  a  student  under 
the  noted  Erie  County  educator,  Job  Pish.  For  several  years  before 
her  marriage  she  taught  school,  and  is  still  living,  quite  active  in  spite 
of  her  years,  in  Milan  Township.  Religiously  she  is  a  member  of  the 
Spiritualist  faith.  John  IMillimau  and  wife  had  three  children.  Lucy, 
who  died  in  1904,  had  attended  some  of  the  schools  taught  by  Job  Pi.sli, 
and  afterwards  married  Edward  Butler,  who  is  still  living  and  has  chil- 
dren named  Myrtle,  Ruth  and  Mark,  all  of  whom  have  completed  their 
education  and  are  living  in  Huron  County.  The  next  in  age  is  Prescott 
IMilliman.  Ernest,  born  February  12,  1874,  gained  his  education  in 
]\Iilan,  and  is  now  a  farmer  in  that  townshiji ;  he  married  Bertie  Curtis 
of  jMilan  Township,  and  their  two  sons  are  named  Russell  and  Donald. 

Ou  the  farm  that  he  now  owns  and  occupies  and  which  was  included 
in  the  old  homestead  of  the  late  John  Milliman,  Prescott  Milliman  was 
born,  March  6,  1872.  He  grew  up  in  a  good  home,  attended  the  public 
schools  and  also  had  Job  Fish  as  one  of  his  instructors  and  completed 
his  education  by  a  course  in  the  Ohio  State  University  at  Colunil>us. 
From  early  boyhood  he  was  taught  tlie  duties  of  farming,  and  that  has 
been  his  real  vocation  since  starting  out  on  his  own  account.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  has  owned  115  acres  included  in  the  old  homestead, 
and  has  it  well  improved,  well  stocked,  and  grows  all  the  best  grain  crops 
for  Northern  Ohio.  He  recently  put  up  a  substantial  barn  36x60  feet, 
and  also  has  a  silo  of  eiglit>-  Idus  iM|iacity.  His  home  is  a  ten-room  resi- 
dence, well  furnished  and  with  siin-nundings  that  are  most  attractive. 

In  Milan  Township  I'rescott  ililliman  man-ied  Miss  Sarah  Merry. 
She  was  born  in  that  township  June  26,  1880,  attended  the  ililan  High 
School  and  also  the  University  of  Ada,  and  took  a  course  in  the  Sandusky 
Business  College.  Her  father  was  Charles  iMerry,  of  a  family  whose  rec- 
ord will  be  found  on  other  pages.  Mrs.  Milliman  taught  school  for  some 
time  befoi-e  lier  marriage.  Their  little  household  circle  comprises  three 
children.  Doris  E.,  born  October  25,  1905,  is  now  in  the  fifth  grade  of 
the  public  schools.  John  L.,  born  October  12,  1906,  is  also  in  scliool; 
and  Marjorie  Lucile  was  born  October  14,  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milliman 
attend  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Milan,  in  which  I\Irs.  Milliman  is 
an  active  membei-.  He  is  affiliated  with  Milan  Lodge  No.  329,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  Milan  Grange  No.  342,  of  the  Patrons 
of  Husbandry.     Politically  he  works  with  the  republican  party. 
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Ernst  C.  A.  Scheufflee.  There  is  an  old  Geriiiaii  publication  which 
contains  a  complete  record  of  the  Seheuffler  family  history  and  lineage, 
and  from  the  data  contained  in  that  work  it  is  evident  that  Ernst  C.  A. 
Schcniller,  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Milan  Township,  traces  his 
ancestry  in  direct  line  back  to  the  year  1530.  The  ScheufHers  were 
idcntilicd,  one  generation  after  the  other,  with  the  old  capital  city  of 
Saxony,  Dresden.  Not  a  few  of  the  family  attained  distinction.  They 
were  soldiers,  artisans,  and  wei'e  represented  in  many  of  the  professions, 
fre(iueiitly  in  the  Lutheran  ministry.  While  he  takes  a  quiet  and  justi- 
tiable  lu'ide  in  the  past  record  of  his  family,  it  is  evident  that  j\Ir. 
ScheulWer  of  ]\Iilan  Townshij)  has  exemplified  many  of  the  virtues  and 
qualities  inherited  from  previous  generations,  and  he  and  others'  who 
have  long  since  become  true  Americans  have  earned  credit  for  the  family 
on  this  side  nf  tin-  (ircan. 

The  gi-:iii.ir,itliri-  ,,f  Mr.  SclieufSer  was  Ernst  Seheuffler,  who  was 
born  in  the  (  ity  of  Dresden,  became  a  Lutheran  minister,  and  spent  his 
life  in  Saxony.  He  had  a  son  also  named  Ernst,  who  was  born  at  Lar- 
magh,  in  Saxony,  was  educated  for  the  nunistry,  but  gave  it  up  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years  set  out  a  young  unmarried  man  to  fincl  a  home 
and  fortune  in  the  New  World.  He  spent  three  months  in  crossing  the 
ocean,  and  finally  reached  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  was  married  in  that 
city  to  Augusta  A.  Sulir.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  was  adopted  into 
a  family  who  brought  her  to  America,  and  she  grew  up  at  Cleveland 
when  that  now  flourishing  city  was  little  more  than  a  village.  There 
she  met  and  married  Ernst  Seheuffler,  and  during  their  residence  at 
Cleveland  four  children  were  born  to  them.  In  1873  the  parents  with 
their  three  youngest  children  moved  to  Milan  Township  in  Erie  County, 
and  Ijought  104  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  is  now  the  home  place  of 
Ernst  C.  A.  Seheuffler.  In  this  locality  the  father  spent  the  rest  of  his 
days  in  usefulness  and  honor,  and  died  in  1885  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 
His  widow  survived  him  some  eight  or  ten  years  and  was  still  under 
sixty  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Both  were  confirmed  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Their  oldest  child  was  Caroline,  who  married  Fran- 
cis Denman  of  Cleveland,  and  she  died  there  in  the  prime  of  life,  her 
only  son  having  also  passed  away  as  a  child.  The  next  in  age  is  Ernst 
C.  A.  Augusta,  the  widow  of  Charles  Chambers,  lives  near  her  brother 
Ernst  in  Milan  Township,  and  has  a  son,  Charles,  who  is  the  father  of 
two  children  and  lives  in  Fremont,  Ohio;  and  a  daughter  Eda,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Ralph  Brown,  of  Cleveland:  while  another  daughter  of 
Augusta,  Clara  by  name,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve.  Otto,  the  fourth 
in  this  family,  is  a  cai-penter  at  Milan,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Lena 
Sclioll  has  two  sous,  named  Paul  and  Carl. 

In  the  City  of  Cleveland  Ernst  C.  A.  Seheuffler  was  born  September 
21,  1855.  The  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  that  city, 
and  in  the  meantime  he  acquainted  himself  with  the  common  branches 
as  taught  in  the  public  schools  and  was  trained  in  those  habits  and  voca- 
tions which  would  make  him  useful  after  reaching  manhood.  He  came 
to  Milan  Township  in  1873  and  has  ever  since  lived  on  the  farm  which 
formerly  belonged  to  his  father  and  a  part  of  which  he  himself  now 
owns.  Ilis  place  comprises  a  liltic  nim-c  than  fifty-two  acres.  All  of  it 
is  well  improved  and  culii\,itr(l  rXMpI  ri'jht  acres  of  pasture  land,  and 
his  crops  during  many  suirrssixc  years  liave  included  practically  every- 
thing that  would  grow  iu  this  clinuite.  He  and  his  family  reside  in  a 
comfortable  seven-room  house,  and  his  farm  buildings  are  in  good  con- 
dition and  represent  a  considerable  investment.  At  East  Norwalk  Mr. 
Seheuffler  married  Miss  Hannah  Cunningham.  She  was  born  in  that 
village  April  30,  1861,  and  grew  up  and  received  her  education  there. 
Her  iiarents  were  Warren  and  Ann  (Wagner)  Cuiniingham,  the  former 
a  native  of  Connecticut  anti  the  latter  of  New  York  Stale.     Thev  came 


:\ii;.  AND  .Mi;s.  joiix  c.  wikhl 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  993 

to  Huron  County  when  young  people,  were  married  there,  and  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham spent  a  great  many  years  in  and  around  Norwalk.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four,  while  his  wife  passed  away  when  about  seventy. 
In  politics  he  was  a  republican.  There  were  two  sons  and  six  daughters 
in  I  he  Cunningham  family,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  who  died 
without  children  after  marriage,  all  are  still  living  and  have  homes  of 
their  own. 

The  home  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scheuffler  comprises  seven  children. 
The  oldest,  Henry,  now  lives  in  Sandusky  and  by  his  marriage  to  Ethel 
Williamson  has  a  daughter,  Thelma.  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Grant  Low- 
man,  and  they  occupy  the  old  Cunningham  home  at  East  Norwalk  and 
have  two  children,  William  and  Viola.  Bessie  is  now  studying  to  lieeomc 
a  professional  nurse  at  Cleveland.  Ernst  is  a  machinist  at  llrcwstcr. 
Ohio,  and  is  still  unmarried.  Daisy  May  has  completi'il  Ikt  |iulilic  srlmnl 
education  and  is  still  at  home.  Bertha  M.  is  in  the  Sandusky  Udsjntal 
studying  for  the  profession  of  trained  nurse.  Anna  Amelia  graduated 
from  the  Jlilan  school  with  the  class  of  1915.  In  politics  Mr.  Scheuffler 
is  a  democrat. 

John  C.  Wikel.  Among  those  leading  and  representative  farmers 
of  Erie  County  whose  labors  have  contributed  to  the  material  advance- 
ment and  general  welfare  of  the  community  was  the  late  John  C.  Wikel 
of  Milan  Township.  His  life  was  a  busy  and  useful  one  and  furnished 
an  example  of  honorable  dealing,  steadfast  purpose,  fidelity  to  principle 
and  invincible  moral  courage  that  is  well  worthy  of  emulation.  At  his 
death,  which  occurred  March  30,  1914,  the  community  mourned  the 
loss  of  one  of  its  esteemed  citizens,  and  his  memory  is  still  enshrined 
in  the  hearts  of  his  nu^ny  friends. 

Mr.  Wikel  was  born  May  31,  1848,  near  Weavers  Corners,  Huron 
•  County,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Helen  (Root)  Wikel.  Charles 
Wikel  was  boi-n  in  Germany,  and  in  1831,  with  his  four  brothers, 
Peter,  Jacob,  Adam  and  Ernest,  came  to  the  United  States  on  a  sailing 
vessel  and  located  in  Huron  County,  Ohio.  All  were  married  in  this 
country  and  had  families  with  the  exception  of  Jacob,  and  all  settled  in 
Huron  and  Erie  counties  and  here  died.  Their  parents  later  set  sail 
for  this  country  to  join  their  sons  and  the  journey  consumed  seventy- 
five  days,  during  which  the  little  vessel  encountered  numerous  storms, 
one  of  which  carried  away  its  mast.  A  substitute  was  rigged  and  the 
vessel  finally  made  port  at  New  York,  but  not  long  thereafter  went  to 
pieces  in  the  harbor  as  a  result  of  the  vicious  pounding  it  had  received 
from  the  heavy  seas. 

Like  his  brothers,  after  settling  in  Huron  County,  Charles  Wikel 
became  a  well-to-do  farmer,  gaining  prosperity  by  characteristic  industry 
and  thrift.  There  he  was  married  to  Helen  Root,  who  was  born  in 
Connecticut  of  New  England  ancestry,  but  who  had  been  broiight  to 
the  Western  Reserve  by  her  parents  when  a  child.  After  the  birth  of 
their  eldest  child,  John  C,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wikel  moved  to  Oxford  Town- 
ship, locating  on  a  farm  near  Weavers  Corners,  where  they  lived  with 
Mrs.  Wikel 's  parents  until  1860.  In  that  year  they  came  to  Milan 
Township,  Erie  County,  where  the  father  purchased  154  acres  of  fine 
land,  on  which  there  was  some  brush  and  a  little  swamp,  but  the  former 
was  soon  cleared  away  and  the  latter  drained,  and  the  farm  was  developed 
with  patient  and  painstaking  industry  into  one  of  the  really  valuable 
properties  of  the  neighborhood.  There  both  parents  passed  their  remain- 
ing years,  the  father  dying  December  16,  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years,  and  the  mother  passing  away  November  24,  1904,  when  seventy- 
six  years  of  age.  Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in 
which  they  had  been  confirmed,  as  had  their  parents  before  them. 
Mr.  Wikel  was  a  democrat,  but  not  a  politician,  being  content  to  spend 
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Iiis  days  in  peaceful  pastoral  pursuits  and  not  inclined  to  push  himself 
forward  for  public  preferment.  There  were  eight  children  in  the 
family,  namely:  John  C,  Adam,  Peter,  Mary,  Henry,  Marian,  Helen 
and  C.  Albert.  All  were  given  the  best  advantages  their  parents  were 
able  to  afford,  and  were  reared  to  lives  of  usefulness  and  honesty  and 
fitted  for  the  positions  they  afterward  occupied  in  the  community. 

John  C.  Wikel  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Milan  Township  and  passed  his  boyhood  amid  the  atmosphere  of 
pioneer  surroundings,  his  earliest  recollections  being  those  connected 
with  assisting  his  father  in  the  clearing  and  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
Later,  tlirough  his  own  efforts,  he  secured  a  normal  school  training,  but 
remained  at  home  until  1S72  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  he 
left  the  parental  roof  and  journeyed  to  Saunders  County,  Nebraska, 
where  he  entered  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land.  To  this  he  later  added 
another  eighty  acres,  and  while  not  engaged  in  farming  occupied  him- 
self with  teaching  a  class  of  pupils  in  his  own  ranch  home,  having 
organized  a  school.  Mr.  Wikel  continued  to  make  his  residence  in 
Nebraska  until  1885  and  had  met  with  a  satisfying  success,  but  in  that 
year  was  called  home  by  the  ill  health  of  his  father,  for  whom  he  cared 
until  his  death  three  years  later.  About  that  time  Mr.  Wikel  purchased 
the  160-acre  farm  in  Milan  Township,  to  which  he  subsequently  added 
seventy-five  acres  in  Berlin  Township  by  purchase,  and  this  was  still 
later  followed  by  thirty-five  acres  in  Milan  Township,  the  entire 
property  adjoining.  Here  Mr.  Wikel 's  labors  continued  to  be  prosecuted 
during  the  remainder  of  his  long  and  honorable  career.  With  the 
exception  of  several  acres  of  native  timber,  he  put  the  whole  property 
under  cultivation,  and  its  soil  was  so  fertile  under  his  able  treatment 
that  it  raised  tremendous  crops  of  all  the  staple  grains  and  produce, 
well  paying  him  for  the  labor  he  expended  iipon  it.  He  was  always  a 
believer  in  the  breeding  of  good  stock,  and  much  of  his  grain  was  fed 
to  his  large  herds  of  cattle  and  his  many  hogs,  which  found  a  ready  sale 
in  the  market.  His  large  and  substantial  farm  buildings  included  a 
110-ton  silo,  and  his  commodious  barns,  sheds,  cribs  and  outbuildings 
are  painted  red,  while  his  14-room  house  presented  an  attractive  appear- 
ance, located  on  Wickel  Road,  a  comfortable  and  modern  residence  fitted 
with  all  up-to-date  comforts  and  conveniences.  Mr.  Wikel  was  a  [Metho- 
dist in  his  religious  belief  and  endeavored  to  live  his  faith  every  day. 
In  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men  he  exhibited  the  strictest  integrity 
and  honesty,  while  as  a  citizen  he  was  public  spirited  and  always  ready 
to  do  his  full  share  for  the  community  or  its  people. 

On  June  8,  1873,  while  residing  in  Saunders  County,  Nebraska, 
Mr.  Wikel  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  H.  Scow,  wlio  was  born  near 
Drammen,  Christiana,  Norway,  August  2,  1853,  daughter  of  Oliver 
and  Ijcrtha  (Torgerson)  Scow,  natives  of  Norway  of  an  old  and  lionor- 
able  family,  the  fatlier  born  in  1812  and  the  mother  in  1814.  In  1870 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scow  came  to  the  United  States  with  their  four  children : 
Mary  H.,  Christian,  Hannah  and  George.  Their  eldest  son,  Edward, 
had  preceded  them  five  years,  and  had  taken  up  a  homestead  in  the 
West,  while  their  eldest  daughter,  Isabelle,  had  come  to  this  country 
two  years  before  the  parents.  All  met  at  Milwaukee.  Wisconsin,  from 
whence  they  went  to  the  Nebraska  home,  and  there  took  up  a  full  section 
of  wild  land.  This  property  is  still  in  the  family  name  and  possession 
and  was  the  scene  of  the  parents'  activities  during  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1884.  when  seventy-two  years  of  age, 
and  the  mother  in  1897,  when  aged  eighty-eight  years.  Both  M-ere  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wikel  there  were  born  the  following  children: 
Hcrtba.  who  died  in  infancy;  lleni'v,  wlio  is  single,  and  conducting  the 
old   homestead   farin  for  hi.s  mother;  Nora,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
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Conkliiig,  a  sketc-li  of  whose  career  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
George,  a  farmer  in  Milan  Township,  who  married  Kate  Pish,  a  native 
of  Kansas,  and  has  three  children, — John,  Edward  and  Plenry  L. ; 
Alden,  who  died  in  chiliUKiod ;  ;\Iarion;  Lewis,  residing  on  the  home- 
stead place,  who  married  (Iracc^  N'on  Sehuetz,  a  native  of  Nebraska, 
who  died  June  21,  1915;  .M;,r.v  Isalielle,  who  graduated  from  the  Huron 
High  School,  in  the  class  of  1905,  a  devoted  daughter  who  still  lives  at 
liome  and  keeps  house  for  her  mother  and  brothers ;  and  Ida,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  six  years.  Mrs.  Wikel  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  while  her  children  are  Presbyterians.  They  are  industrious, 
honest  and  hard-working  sons  and  daughters,  eminently  worthy  of  their 
parents,  of  their  training  and  of  the  community  in  which  their  lives 
have  been  spent. 

John  IIthek.  (^f  John  Ilulier,  of  Mihin  Township,  it  can  be  said 
as  an  expi'cssidn  of  the  general  esteem  in  which  lie  is  held  by  his  neigh- 
bors and  filliiH  .iti/iiis  that  he  is  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer, 
a  citizen  wIid  Icioks  well  after  the  interests  of  his  own  home  and  family 
and  not  without  regard  to  the  benefit  and  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives,  and  also  that  he  represents  a  thrifty  German  stock  that 
has  been  identified  with  this  section  of  Ohio  more  than  sixty  years. 

Born  in  Berlin  Township,  January  8,  1864,  John  Huber  is  a  son  of 
John  Huber,  Sr.  The  latter  was  born  in  Wuertemberg,  Germany,  in 
either  1826  or  1827,  and  his  parents  died  in  that  country.  As  a  young 
man  he  learned  the  butcher  trade,  and  four  years  of  his  early  manhood 
were  taken  by  the  German  government  for  service  as  a  soldier  in  the 
cavalry  division.  He  went  through  the  diffei-ent  campaigns  to  which 
lie  was  r-alled  witliout  injury  and  not  long  after  being  released  from  the 
army  in  1849  he  set  out  from  Hamburg  and  five  weeks  later  was  landed 
in  New  York  City.  Prom  there  he  came  on  to  Erie  County,  and  at 
Ceylon  found  his  first  regular  employment  as  a  laborer  during  the  con- 
struction of  the  railroad  which  is  now  the  Lake  Shore  Road.  A  little 
later  he  married  Frederica  Kugel.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same 
vicinity  as  Mr.  Huber,  and  they  came  on  the  same  vessel  to  the  United 
States.  After  working  and  exercising  the  closest  economy,  John  Huber 
left  railroad  employment  and  in  1865  moved  to  the  western  part  of 
Berlin  To\viislii|),  liu>ing  fifty-six  acres  of  laud,  to  which  he  devoted 
many  years  nf  miis  •imtious  labor,  and  spent  his  last  days  there  in  com- 
foi't.  He  ilicil  .luiic  (1,  1910.  His  wife  passed  away  in  Novemlier  of 
the  same  year,  and  was  at  that  time  eighty-nine  years  of  age.  Thej' 
were  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was 
a  democrat.  A  list  of  their  children  is  as  follows :  Louis  is  married  and 
has  two  sons  and  lives  in  Elyria,  Ohio;  William  is  a  farmer  in  Berlin 
Township  and  has  two  sons  and  one  daughter;  Paulina  died  after  her 
marriage  to  George  Penny,  leaving  a  son  and  a  daughter;  the  next  in 
age  is  John  Huber;  August  is  a  farmer  in  Perkins  Township  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Hart. 

It  was  during  the  residence  of  his  parents  at  Ceylon  that  John  Huber 
was  born.  He  grew  up  on  his  father's  homestead  in  Berlin  Township, 
and  after  getting  his  education  in  the  local  schools  learned  the  trade  of 
plasterer  and  stone  mason.  That  was  his  regular  means  of  livelihood 
for  fifteen  years,  and  in  that  time  he  was  employed  on  many  contracts  in 
various  parts  of  Northern  Ohio.  On  April  17,  1912,  he  located  on  his 
present  homestead,  known  as  the  old  Sip])  farm,  in  the  southeastern 
(|uart('r  of  I\Iilau  Township.  His  |u)sscssioiis  include  fifty  acres  of  fertile 
land,  and  with  sdiiic  rxnlh-nt  iiii|ii'ii\ciiii'iits,  including  a  good  barn 
:52x:!(l  feet,  wliich  was  erected  partly-  hy  his  own  hands  and  under  his 
own  management,  and  also  a  two-story  residence  of  nine  rooms  in  good 
repair  and  with  an  excellent  slate  roof.     He  also  has  a  good  tool  house 
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aiul  has  practically  every  facility  needed  for  efficient  work.    As  a  farmer 
he  grows  crops  of  corn,  wheat,  melons,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

In  the  township  of  his  present  home  Mr.  Hiiber  married  iliss  Amelia 
Finzel.  She  was  born  at  Sandusky,  March  14,  1866,  but  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Milan  Township.  Her  parents  were  George  and  Anna 
(Shippcl)  Finzel,  both  now  deceased.  They  were  among  the  prominent 
early  settlers  from  Germany  in  Erie  County,  and  after  living  in  San- 
dusky for  a  few  years  moved  out  to  Milan  Township,  where  they  spent 
tlieir'  last  days.  They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  Mr. 
Finzel  was  a  democrat.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Huber.  Norma  H.  is  now  fifteen  years  of  age  and  is  a  student  in  the 
Milan  High  School ;  Clarence  W.,"  born  May  29,  1902,  is  now  in  the 
seventh  grade  of  the  pu})lic  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huber  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  politically  he  is  also  identified  with  the 
democratic  party. 

JuDSON  Perrin.  In  the  course  of  a  long  life  Judson  Perrin  has  had 
many  interesting  associations  with  i\Iilan  Township.  It  was  his  birth- 
place, the  home  of  his  youth  and  mature  manhood,  and  while  for  all 
these  rea.sons  he  is  loyal  to  its  memory  he  has  made  himself  further 
useful  by  active  work  and  real  service  in  every  responsibility  to  which 
he  has  been  called. 

Born  July  16,  1843,  his  birth  occurred  on  the  farm  and  in  the  old 
house  which  then  sheltered  the  Perrin  family,  and  where  his  present 
home  is  now  located.  This  farm  comprises  eighty-five  acres,  and  has  been 
in  the  uninterrupted  ownership  of  the  Perrin  family  fully  three-quarters 
of  a  century. 

His  father  was  Gurdin  Perrin,  and  his  ornndfather  Timothy  Perrin. 
Both  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  Tininlhy  spent  all  his  life  in  the 
vicinity  of  Canterbury.  He  was  of  iMiizlish  :iurestry,  spent  his  career 
as  a  farmer,  and  died  at  the  extreme  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  He 
married  a  Connecticut  woman,  and  of  their  eleven  children  all  died 
before  Timothy  except  three.  Timothy  was  a  deacon  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  in  earlier  years  had  been  captain  of  a  company  of 
state  militia. 

Gurdin  Perrin  was  l)orn  in  Connecticut  in  1801,  and  grew  up  to  the 
life  of  a  farmer.  He  married  Polly  Church,  who  had  also  been  born 
and  reared  in  the  vicinity  of  Canterbury.  After  their  marriage  they 
moved  to  Lucerne  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  during  their  so,iourn  there 
most  of  their  children  were  born,  including  Elizabeth  Ann,  Joseph  H., 
Alman  Church,  Ma.ior  C,  Helen  Rebecca,  William,  Gurdin,  Jr.  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  seven)  and  Mary.  With  all  these  children  except  one 
who  died  in  infancy  the  parents  set  out  in  1837  to  establish  a  new  home 
witliiii  the  State  of  Ohio.  They  made  the  journey  overland,  with  wagons 
aiul  ti-anis,  camping  by  the  wayside  as  night  overtook  them,  and  several 
weeks  elapsed  before  they  accomplished  their  tedious  undertaking  and 
arrived  at  Milan.  Gurdin  Perrin  liought  from  Benjamin  P.  Smith  the 
old  homestead  just  east  and  outside  the  Village  of  Milan  where  Mr. 
Judson  Perrin  now  resides.  After  they  came  to  this  locality  several 
other  children  were  born:  Lydia;  Everton,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Judson.  Judson  was  the  seventh  son  and  the  eleventh  child.  He  was 
christened  Judson  in  honor  of  Rev.  Everton  Judson,  who  for  sixteen 
years  served  as  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Milan,  and 
was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  Perrin  family.  Mr.  Judson  was  not  only 
greatly  beloved  in  this  eonununity,  but  was  one  of  the  prominent  Pres- 
byterian ministers  in  Northern  ()hio  and  spent  all  his  active  career  in 
si)iritual  labors  and  di(Ml  at  .Milan  in  1849.  A  memorial  work  was  Writ- 
ten of  bis  .■areer  and  pulilislied  in  18.-)2  by  E.  P.  Barrows.  Jr. 

.\ftcr  tile  I'errin  lainily  located  in  Milan  Townsliip  they  became  very 
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useful  and  active  workers  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  accomplished 
a  great  deal  of  good  in  the  spiritual  enlightenment  of  the  community 
and  did  much  to  upbuild  the  church  organization.  Gurdin  Perrin  died 
at  his  old  home  on  his  birthday,  August  13,  1867,  when  only  a  few  hours 
past  the  age  of  sixty-six.  He  was  a  very  strong  and  positive  republican 
in  politics,  and  had  given  his  full  support  to  the  abolition  movement 
before  the  war.  His  wife  had  died  here  October  5,  1855,  and  she  had 
likewise  been  closely  in  sympathy  with  him  in  chi;rch  affairs.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  Gurdin  Perrin  married  Minerva  S.  Stanton,  and 
she  survived  her  husband  several  years,  though  she  died  without  chil- 
dren. She  was  also  a  Presbyterian.  Judson  Perriii  has  a  brother,  Wil- 
liam, who  is  a  farmer  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Mary 
Newson  has  a  son  and  daughter,  "William  N.  and  Emma.  There  is  one 
sister  living,  Lydia,  the  widow  of  William  Schubert,  and  she  lives  in 
Norwalk,  and  her  son,  Lewis  J.,  resides  at  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

As  a  boy  Judson  Perrin  was  impressed  by  the  usual  intiuenees  which 
go  to  the  making  of  the  character  of  a  youth  in  a  country  community 
with  such  excellent  moral  atmosphere  as  Milan  Township.  He  acquired 
a  good  education,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  started  teaching.  For  thir- 
teen consecutive  winters  he  gave  his  time  to  this  vocation,  and  during 
the  rest  of  the  year  was  an  active  farmer  on  the  old  homestead.  He  has 
owned  the  Perrin  farm  for  a  great  many  years,  and  while  providing 
for  the  needs  of  his  family  through  agricultural  industry  has  worked 
in  every  way  possible  to  keep  up  and  maintain  those  vital  forces  of 
every  community,  church  and  school. 

At  Norwalk,  in  Huron  County,  Mr.  Perrin  married  Miss  Hannah 
Theresa  Benedict.  She  was  born  in  Connecticut  August  22,  1846,  and 
died  at  the  old  home  December  22,  1896.  She  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  She  was  still  a  child  when  her  parents,  Rufus 
and  Betsey  Benedict,  came  from  Connecticut  to  Norwalk,  and  they  spent 
the  rest  of  their  lives  in  that  locality.  Her  father  died  when  past 
fourscore,  and  her  mother  much  younger.  Mrs.  Perrin 's  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perrin.  The  son  Gurdin 
A.,  born  in  1868,  was  educated  in  the  Milan  public  schools  and  in  the 
Northern  Ohio  University  at  Ada,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  taught  his 
first  school  in  the  same  district  where  his  father  at  the  same  age  had 
begun  his  work  as  an  educator.  For  several  years  he  has  been  activel.y 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  management  of  the  home  farm,  and 
under  the  name  Judson  Perrin  &  Son  they  carry  on  an  extensive  dairy 
and  truck  farm.  The  daughter,  Carrie  H.,  who  was  also  well  educated 
in  the  public  schools  at  Milan  and  finished  her  education  in  the  Uni- 
versity at  Ada,  took  up  teaching  and  has  spent  riulilrcn  years  in  that 
noble  calling,  and  is  now  principal  of  the  iSi'ncdirt  A\onue  School  at 
Norwalk.  Nellie  E.  is  the  wife  of  Finley  \V.  Ivirkpatvick,  of  Joliet, 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Perrin  and  all  his  eliildreu  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Milan.  The  daughter  is  a  teacher  and  the  sou  is  superintend- 
ent of  tlie  Sunday  school.  Mi-.  Perrin  is  himself  an  elder  in  the  church, 
is  clerk  of  the  sessions  and  for  twenty-two  years  filled  the  post  of 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  He  and  his  son  are  strong  repub- 
licans in  politics.  Both  are  also  in  great  sympathy  witli  the  prohibition 
movement,  and  lend  every  influence  towards  the  abolition  of  the  liquor 
traffic.    - 

Conrad  ScmsiiER.  A  native  son  of  Erie  County,  Mr.  Schisler  has 
here  maintained  his  home  from  the  time  of  his  nativity  and  that  he  has 
had  the  energy  and  ability  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
here  ofl'ered  can  not  fail  to  be  appreciated  by  any  person  in  the  least 
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familiar  with  iiis  career  or  aware  of  his  status  as  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive aud  substantial  business  men  of  the  Village  of  Birmingham  and 
as  one  of  tin;  honored  and  influential  citizens  of  Florence  Township.  As 
a  i^cii('r:il  nicrchant  he  controls  a  specially  large  and  representative  trade, 
and  his  isi;ililishment  in  the  Village  of  Birmingham  would  be  a  credit 
to  a  plaic  (iT  much  greater  population.  That  he  has  secure  vantage- 
ground  in  popular  contidenee  aud  good  will  is  shown  not  only  in  the 
broad  scope  of  his  business  enterprise  but  also  in  his  having  been  called 
upon  to  serve  in  various  positions  of  public  trust,  including  that  of 
postmastel-  of  Birmingham. 

The  general  merchandise  store  of  Mr.  Schisler  occupies  a  main  liuild- 
ing  24  by  56  feet  in  dimensions  and  two  stories  in  height,  and  the  de- 
mands placed  upon  tiie  establishment  tinally  made  it  virtually  necessai-y 
to  erect  the  addition  or  annex,  which  is  24  by  40  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  which  is  used  for  the  display  of  kitchen  furniture  as  well  as  for  the 
storage  of  surplus  stock  in  other  lines.  All  departments  show  well 
selected  and  ample  stocks  of  staple  and  special  goods,  and  in  the  store 
provisions  are  made  for  supplying  all  demands  of  a  large  and  appre- 
ciative patronage,  few  .similar  establishments  in  rural  communities  hav- 
ing as  excellent  appointments  and  facilities.  The  second  floor  of  the 
building  is  used  for  the  display  of  linoleums  and  other  floor  coverings 
and  for  rubber  footwear,  besides  which  it  affords  accommodations  also 
for  the  local  exchange  of  the  telephone  company  of  which  Mr.  Schisler- 
is  treasurer. 

Mr.  Schisler  lias  been  locally  influential  aud  zealous  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  republican  party  and  he  served  twelve  years  as  postmaster 
at  Birmingham,  imder  the  administrations  of  Presidents  McKiidey, 
Roosevelt  and  Taft,  and  two  years  after  the  election  of  President  Wil- 
son, his  retirement  having  naturally  come  with  the  change  in  the  gen- 
eral political  administration  of  the  national  affairs.  Mr.  Schisler  served 
four  terms  as  ti-easurer  of  Florence  Township  and  has  given  effective 
service  also  in  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  board  of  education  of  his 
district.  Ho  is  at  the  ]iresent  time  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  River- 
side Telephone  ('oiii|iany,  which  was  organized  in  1906,  with  Charles  A. 
Heald  as  pnsiilcni.  and  the  company  now  gives  service  to  300  sub- 
scribers, its  facilities  being  of  the  best  in  its  local  lines  and  also  through 
its  direct  connection  with  the  lines  of  the  Bell  and  Independent  Tele- 
phone Companies. 

Mr.  Schisler  is  a  representative  of  a  sterling  family  whose  name  has 
been  identifled  with  the  civic  and  material  affairs  of  Erie  County  for 
half  a  century.  He  was  born  on  the  old  James  Douglass  farm  on  the 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  in  Berlin  Township,  the  date  of  his  nativity  having 
been  March  20,  1862.  Under  tlic  slni'dy  discipline  of  the  home  farm  he 
early  learned  the  lessons  of  pracfiral  industry  and  in  the  meanwhile  he 
made  good  use  of  the  advantages  allordcd  in  the  jjublic  schools  of  the 
localil\-  and  prriod.  In  1881  I\Ir.  Schisler  severed  his  allegiance  to  the 
great  liasir  industry  of  agriculture  and  assumed  a  position  as  clerk  in 
a  nicnanlilc  establishment  at  Vermilion.  Ten  months  later  he  became 
associated  with  Phillip  A.  Baker  in  the  general  merchandise  business  at 
T>irmingham,  and  this  alliance  continued  until  1889,  when  Mr.  Schisler 
formed  a  parlnersliip  with  John  Geary  and  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
and  hardwaiv  Imsimss  in  this  village.  On  the  night  of  Llay  20,  1891, 
the  entire  Imsincss  siilion  of  the  village  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  after 
having  thus  sutfcrcd  the  loss  of  their  entire  stock  of  goods  Mr.  Schisler 
and  his  partner  were  given  the  temporary  use  of  the  town  hall,  without 
charge,  as  a  place  to  continue  their  business  until  they  could  effect  the 
erection  of  a  proper  building  for  the  purpose.  In  the  following  October 
the  firm's  new  building  was  ready  for  occupancy,  and  in  \ho  same  the 
business  was  developed  into  one  of  general  order,  though  ihik  li  of  its 
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amplification  lias  been  accomplished  during  the  time  that  iVIr.  Schisler 
has  been  sole  proprietor,  j\Ir.  Geary  having  retired  in  1901  and  his  death 
having  occurred  in  the  following  year.  The  liuely  equipiJed  store  now 
shows  excellent  lines  of  dry-goods,  groceries,  hardware,  boots  and  shoes, 
kitchen  furuitvire,  floor  coverings  and  manifold  special  lines,  and  the 
high  reputation  of  the  establishment  and  its  owner  constitutes  its  best 
commercial  asset. 

Mr.  Schisler  is  a  son  of  Paul  and  Fredericka  (Sprenger)  Schisler, 
both  born  near  Hesse  Cassel,  Gernjany,  where  the  former  was  born 
August  3,  1834,  and  the  latter  on  the  1st  of  January,  1835.  The  par- 
ents were  reared  and  educated  in  their  native  province  and  there  they 
remained  until  after  the  birth  of  their  three  eldest  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  In  1860,  in  company  with  their  one  surviving  child, 
Martin,  they  immigrated  to  America,  the  voyage  from  Bremen  to  New 
York  having  been  made  on  a  sailing  vessel  and  six  weeks  having  been 
passed  on  the  Atlantic  before  they  reached  the  port  of  New  York  City. 
Shortly  after  landing  in  the  United  States  they  came  to  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  and  here  the  father  found  employment  on  the  Douglass  farm,  in 
Berlin  Township,  where  the  family  home  was  maintained  several  years 
and  where  the  three  younger  children  were  born — Conrad,  who  is  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  review,  is  the  eldest  of  the  three ;  Anna  is  the 
wife  of  Andrew  Huttenloch  and  they  reside  at  Berlin  Heights,  this 
county;  Andrew,  who  still  remains  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  in  Flor- 
ence Township,  married  Miss  ]\Iary  Stephens,  and  they  lidve  two  chil- 
dren :  Andrew,  Jr.,  and  Catherine. 

In  the  early  '70s  Paul  Schisler  purchased  his  farm  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, and  he  reclamed  the  same  into  one  of  the  valuable  places  of  that 
part  of  the  county,  this  homestead  being  the  residence  of  himself  and 
his  devoted  wife  until  the  close  of  their  long  and  useful  lives,  each  having 
been  about  eighty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  death.  Both  were  zealous 
and  consistent  communicants  of  the  German  Evangelical  Church  and 
they  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  church  of  this  denomination  in 
Florence  Township,  as  well  as  in  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice. 
Mr.  Schisler  was  for  many  years  an  influential  and  valued  official  of 
this  congregation  and  thus  continued  until  his  death. 

In  Florence  Township  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Conrad  Schis- 
ler to  Miss  Catherine  Rosenstock,  who  was  born  near  Hesse  Cassel, 
Germany,  on  the  24th  of  February,  1860,  and  whose  parents  there  passed 
their  entire  lives.  Her  father,  a  man  of  superior  intellectual  attain- 
ments, was  a  successful  teacher  in  the  schools  of  the  fatherland  for  fully 
half  a  century  and  in  recognition  of  his  devoted  services  he  was  granted 
a  pension  at  the  time  of  his  retirement.  He  was  about  eighty  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  \\\-<  di-ath,  his  wife,  who  had  been  for  several  years  an 
invalid,  haviim  ])iii(mIc(1  him  to  eternal  rest  and  their  daughter,  Cath- 
erine, Mrs.  Sriiislci'.  having  had  charge  of  the  domestic  affairs  of  the 
home  until  the  time  of  her  mother's  death,  after  which  she  came  to  the 
United  States  to  join  her  sister,  Mi-s.  Eliza  Baker,  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, Erie  County,  where  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Schisler  was  solemnized  a 
few  years  later.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Schisler  became  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Conrad,  Jr.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  days.  They  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Birmingham,  and  Mr.  Schisler  has 
served  as  trustee  and  steward  of  the  same.  They  are  popular  in  the 
social  activities  of  the  community  and  their  pleasant  home  is  known  for 
its  generous  and  unostentatious  hospitalitj'. 

George  R.  Curtis.  For  many  years  the  name  George  R.  Curtis  has 
been  familiarly  associated  with  business  affairs  and  with  the  public  life 
of  Milan  Village.    His  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  section  of  North- 
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ern  Ohio,  and  nearly  a  century  ago  his  grandfather  was  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  shipping  trade  which  largely  centered  at  Milan. 

This  pioneer,  Ruf  us  Curtis,  was, born  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and 
married  Rachael  Hughes,  of  the  same  state.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the 
\Yar  of  1812  they  came  to  North  ]\Iilan  Village.  Rufus  Curtis  was  a 
ship  master  along  the  Milan  Canal,  and  owned  and  operated  a  fleet  of 
lighters  which  carried  the  grain  from  Milan  down  to  the  lake  port  at 
Huron.  Those  familiar  with  the  history  of  old  Milan  will  recall  that 
in  the  early  years  of  the  last  century  it  was  the  principal  market  for 
all  the  grain  raised  in  a  wide  radius  of  country,  and  on  being  delivered 
at  Milan  it  had  to  be  lightered  in  small  vessels  down  the  canal  to  the 
larger  lake  boats  at  Huron.  This  was  the  regular  -business  of  Rufus 
Curtis  ior  some  years,  but  he  later  sold  out  and  bought  a  farm  not  far 
from  the  Village  of  Milan,  improved  it  and  died  there  in  the  early  part 
of  the  present  century  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four.  A  part  of 
that  farm,  seventy-five  acres,  is  still  owned  by  his  descendants.  Rufus 
Curtis  survived  his  wife  about  four  years,  who  was  eighty-two  years  of 
age  when  slie  died.  These  worthy  old  pioneers  had  witnessed  nearly  all 
thi'  imp.irtniit  ph^iscs  of  drvcldpi'iiriit  in  Erie  County.  They  were  "here 
when  I  lie  rniiiiti'N'  wns  ii  iiii  plit  cly  iii'W,  wheu  log  cabins  were  the  lyiiical 
and  aliiKist  cxc-liisivc  ivsidciiccs.  :iiid  they  used  their  influence  and  their 
work  to  aid  in  the  upbuilding.  In  politics  Rufus  Curtis  was  a  democrat, 
and  he  and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 
They  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Samuel  Minor  was 
the  oldest.  The  only  two  still  living  are :  Mrs.  Mary  Harris,  of  Berlin 
Township,  a  widow  now  making  lier  home  with  her  son;  and  Louise,  wife 
of  Joseph  Lotshar  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Samuel  Minor  Curtis,  father  of  George  R.,  was  born  at  Milan  De- 
cember 20,  1835,  and  grew  up  on  the  old  homestead  already  mentioned 
which  his  father  had  bought  after  retiring  from  the  vessel  trade.  He 
received  liis  education  in  the  old  academy  and  normal  and  after  his 
nuirriaiie  lived  on  a  farm  in  Vermilion  township,  in  1862  moved  to 
Huron  Township,  and  three  years  later  returned  to  Milan,  where  he 
began  operating  a  threshing  outfit.  Subsequently  he  became  agent  for 
the  manufacturers  of  a  special  line  of  threshing  machinery,  and  sold 
threshers,  engines,  and  other  supplies,  as  general  state  agent  all  over 
Ohio.  This  was  his  regular  business  for  many  years,  and  he  was  still 
at  it  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  October  6,  1906.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
activity,  hard  working,  and  made  a  successful  record  in  business  affairs. 
He  WHS  a  vigoroiis  exponent  of  the  democratic  principles  in  politics, 
affiliated  with  ililan  Lodge  No.  329,  P.  &  A.  M.,  and  always  identified 
himself  helpfully  with  any  movement  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 

Samuel  M.  Curtis  was  married  in  Huron  Township  to  Ann  J.  Har- 
ris. She  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  Fqbruary  27,  l,s:!S,  Imt 
when  eleven  years  of  age  came  with  her  parents  to  Huron  Township  in 
Erie  County.  H't  iKirmts  wm-  (;..„r.jv  I',  aiul  KsIIut  i  :\IrSpadden) 
Harris.  Her  f^illin-  wns  Iku-h  in  llntfonlshiiv,  Ln-land.  wliil.-  her 
mother  was  a  nn1i\i"  of  Coiinly  Down,  Ireland,  and  eanie  to  .\nieriea  in 
the  early  '2(ls  with  her  mother,  locating  at  Pittsburg,  where  some  years 
later  she  married  Mv.  Harris.  Both  had  come  to  America  in  the  old 
fashioned  sailing  vessels  which  required  from  twelve  fo  fifteen  weeks  to 
cross  the  ocean.  Mr.  Harris  had  thoroughly  learned  the  trade  of  ma- 
chinist in  England,  and  had  much  natural  ability  in  mechanical  lines. 
He  came  with  his  brother  William,  and  the  latter  subsequently  moved 
to  Eric  County  and  for  many  yrars  lived  on  a  farm  in  Huron  Township. 
George  P.  Harris  marrii'.l  ;\li„^  MiSpadden  in  Pittsburg.  It  was  his 
distinction  to  have  r^onslrueted  llie  liist  locomotive  engine  over  the 
Pittsburg  and  Johnstown  Railway,  now  iiart  of  the  Peinisylvania  Rail- 
way system.     That  first  engine  was  known  as  fhe  Washington.     He  re- 
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maiiied  an  engineer  in  the  employ  of  that  road  for  nine  years.  He  was 
not  only  an  engineman  but  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  features 
of  construction,  and  it  is  said  that  he  could  have  built  an  engine  com- 
plete, and  was  alwaj's  able  to  make  every  repair  necessary.  As  one  of 
the  pioneer  railway  men  of  this  country  he  deserves  mention  and  mem- 
ory. The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  were  all  born  in  Pittsburg. 
Subseeiuentlj-  the  family  lived  in  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  and  from 
there  in  1849  came  to  Huron  Township  in  Erie  County,  buyina-  land  on 
which  Mr.  Harris  conducted  farming  operations  until  his  dratli  (ui  .luiie 
12,  1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  His  widow  passed  away  in  1-^77  ;i'.:('d 
seventy-six.  They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Evangelical  Cliurch 
and  in  politics  he  was  a  rabid  democrat.  There  were  five  children  in 
the  Harris  family.  One  of  the  sons,  William  J.,  served  as  a  color 
bearer  in  the  Union  army  and  was  killed  while  before -Atlanta  and  was 
buried  in  the  National  Cemetery  at  Marietta.  The  only  two  now  living 
are:  Thomas  J.,  a  farmer  in  Huron  Township,  and  head  of  a  family; 
and  Mrs.  Ann  J.  Curtis,  who  now  lives  in  Cleveland  and  is  still  hale  and 
hearty  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven. 

George  R.  Curtis,  who  was  the  only  child  of  his  parents,  was  born 
while  they  were  living  on  a  farm  in  Vermilion  Township,  April  25, 
1858.  Since  he  was  seven  years  of  age  he  has  lived  in  Milan  Village  and 
Township,  and  was  given  an  excellent  and  liberal  education  preparatory 
to  his  business  career.  He  attended  the  Milan  public  schools,  Oberlin 
College  and  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  and  while  in 
the  University  was  a  member  of  the  Greek  Letter  fraternity  Sigma  Chi 
and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  chapter  house  at  Delaware.  During  his  resi- 
dence at  i\Iilan  he  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  local  af¥airs,  and  for 
fourteen  years  served  as  mayor  of  the  city.  He  has  also  had  many  rela- 
tions with  local  business  undertakings,  was  associated  with  his  father 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  owns  valuable  property  both  in  the  country 
and  in  the  village.  His  home  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  residences  of 
the  city,  a  twelve-room  house,  with  all  the  modern  conveniences  and 
comforts. 

At  ]\Iilan  Mr.  Curtis  married  Miss  Sarah  R.  Lockwood,  a  member  of 
one  of  the  most  prominent  pioneer  families  of  Northern  Ohio.  She  was 
born  in  Milan  Village,  August  26,  1860,  and  was  educated  both  here 
and  at  Buffalo.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Stephen  A.  Lockwood,  who  was 
prominent  as  a  merchant  and  farmer. 

The  Lockwood  ancestry  in  America  runs  back  to  Robert  Lockwood, 
who  came  from  England  in  1635,  and  was  an  early  settler  at  Watertown 
near  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He  was  married  in  Massachusetts  and  died 
there.  A  generation  or  so  later  members  of  the  family  moved  to  Con- 
necticut, and  about  1815  later  descendants  came  West  and  establi.shed 
their  home  in  Milan  Township  of  Erie  County.  Successive  generations 
from  the  pioneer  ancestor,  Robert  Lockwood,  to  the  present  were :  Eph- 
raim  Lockwood ;  Joseph  Lockwood ;  Joseph  Lockwood  II ;  Stephen  Lock- 
wood  ;  Ralph  Lockwood ;  Stephen  A.  Lockwood,  Sr.,  who  became  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Curtis,  who  consequently  is  in  the  eighth  generation  of 
this  family  in  America.  It  was  Ralph  Lockwood,  her  grandfather,  who 
with  his  brothers  George  and  Henry,  and  sisters  Esther,  Sarah,  Eliza- 
beth and  Mary,  became  identified  nearly  a  century  ago  with  that  part 
of  Northern  Ohio  around  Milan  and  Norwalk.  The  family  came  to  this 
country  about  1817,  and  Ralph  and  George  preceded  the  others  already 
mentioned.  They  acquired  the  ownership  of  large  tracts  of  land,  in 
what  was  then  known  as  Huron  County,  prior  to  the  erection  of  Erie 
County.  A  part  of  the  land  owned  by  the  Lockwoods  has  since  been 
incorporated  in  the  village  sites  of  Norwalk  and  Milan.  Ralph  and 
George  Lockwood  were  well  educated  young  men,  and  as  surveyors  they 
laid  out  much  of  the  lands  in  and  around  Milan  and  Norwalk.     The 
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surveying  instruments  which  these  pioneers  used  are  still  in  possession 
of  their  descendants.  Part  of  the  large  land  tract  owned  by  the  Lock- 
woods  was  awarded  to  them  as  their  share  of  the  tirelands.  As  a  family 
they  were  sufferers  from  the  devastations  committed  by  the  British  troops 
in  the  Revolution  and  in  the  War  of  1812.  Stephen  A.  Loekwood, 
father  of  Mrs.  Curtis,  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Milan,  June  10, 
1820,  grew  up  there  as  a  farmer  boy,  and  some  years  later  with  his 
brother,  William,  establislied  a  business  on  the  west  side  of  Milan  Square, 
handling  a  general  stock  of  goods.  They  were  thrifty  and  intelligent 
young  men,  and  prospered  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of  the  village 
community,  erected  some  of  the  substantial  business  blocks  of  their 
time,  but  siilisciiucntly  on  account  of  lack  of  organized  fire  protection 
they  suffci'i'd  lica\  il>  when  the  entire  west  side  of  the  square  was  burned. 
William  siibsiMiuciitly  became  associated  with  other  members  of  the 
Loekwood  family,  while  Stephen  A.  left  merchandising  to  engage  in 
farming.  In  this  vocation  he  also  prospered,  and  left  a  large  property 
to  his  family  and  descendants.  He  died  at  Milan  in  April,  1889.  Like 
the  other  in.-ilc  uieiiilici's  of  the  Loekwood  family  he  was  first  a  whig  and 
later  a  rcpuhliran,  ami  during  the  Civil  war  served  for  three  years  in 
the  United  States  Xavy.  In  after  life  he  could  never  be  got  to  speak 
much  of  his  naval  experience,  and  this  w-as  due  to  his  natural  modesty 
and  his  conviction  that  his  service  was  only  a  mere  matter  of  duty  and 
should  not  be  boasted  of.  Stephen  A.  Loekwood  w'as  married  in  ililan 
to  his  cousin,  Sarah  A.  Loekwood,  the  daughter  of  his  uncle,  George. 
She  was  born  at  Milan,  in  November,  1826,  and  died  in  April,  1914. 
She  was  a  fine  type  of  the  pioneer  wife  and  mother,  had  many  noble 
traits  of  character,  and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  most  active 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  the  Loekwood  family  wei-e 
five  sons  and  five  daughters,  several  of  them  now  deceased,  and  Mrs. 
Curtis  was  one  of  the  youngest  of  the  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  have  two  daughters.  Mabel  A.,  born  August 
15,  1882,  is  a  graduate  of  Oberlin  College  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Walter 
T.  Dunmore,  who  graduated  in  1900  from  Oberlin  College  and  later 
from  the  law  school  of  the  Western  Reserve  University,  Avas  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1904,  and  is  present  dean  of  the  Western  Reserve  Law 
School.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunmore  have  two  children:  ]\Iarjorie  C,  born 
December  29,  1905:  and  Helen  E.,  born  July  8,  1915.  The  second 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  is  Maude  S.,  born  October  5,  1885.  She 
graduated  from  Oberlin  College  and  from  the  Woman's  College  at 
Cleveland,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Harry  H.  Doering.  Mr.  Doering 
graduated  from  Oberlin  with  the  class  of  1906  and  now  lives  in  Phila- 
delphia. Mr.  Curtis  and  family  are  raemliers  of  the  Presbyterian  ( 'linrch 
and  he  is  affiliated  with  :\larks  Lodge  No.  239,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  .Milan. 
In  politics  he  is  an  independent  democrat. 

J.  Charles  Russell.  Probably  every  resident  of  ^liJan  Towiishij) 
has  had  occasion  to  admire  the  capable  management  and  well  kept 
appearance  of  the  Russell  farm  near  Avery.  Its  proprietor  is  a  man 
who  has  effected  a  great  deal  in  the  course  of  a  career  of  some  forty  years. 
He  started  life  with  very  little  capital  except  what  he  earned  himself, 
and  from  youth  to  middle  age  has  been  one  of  the  thrifty,  industrious 
workers  in  this  section  of  Ohio. 

Born  at  Sandusky,  November  24,  185;i,  J.  Charles  Russell  is  a  son  of 
Philip  and  Elizabeth  (Utha)  Russell,  botii  of  whom  w-ere  boi-n  in  Hesse 
Nassau,  Germany,  and  grew  up  and  married  there.  Their  first  child, 
Nettie,  was  born  in  Germany.  In  the  spring  of  1853  the  little  family 
embarked  on  a  sailing  vessel  and  came  to  the  United  States  from  Bremen 
to  New  Yoi-k,  making  the  voyage  in  forty  days.  From  New  York  the\- 
came  on  to  Sandusky,  where  the  father  arrived  practically  at  the  end  of 
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his  resoui-fes.  Without  money  or  infiueutial  friends,  he  supported  his 
family  for  a  time  by  sawing  wood  with  an  old  fasliioued  buck  saw.  In 
the  spring  of  1854  he  w'ent  to  Hunts  Corners  in  Huron  County  and  was 
engaged  in  farming  in  that  locality  until  his  deatli  in  185S,  when  only 
twenty-eight  years  of  age.  He  had  been  eonfirmed  in  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  his  native  country.  Four  children  survived  him :  Nettie,  now 
deceased;  J.  Charles;  Christopher,  who  died  as  a  child  only  two  days 
after  his  father;  and  Philip,  who  is  a  farmer  at  Parkertown  and  promi- 
nent in  democratic  politics  and  is  married  and  has  five  sons  and  one 
daughter.  The  widowed  mother  was  married  in  Huron  Couutj'  to  Christ 
Gillamaster.  They  then  located  in  Groton  Township  on  a  farm  and  spent 
the  rest  of  their  lives  there.  She  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  and  her 
husband  at  seventy-five.  To  her  second  marriage  were  also  bona  four 
children,  two  of  whom  died  young.  Her  sons,  Louis  and  William,  are 
still  living,  the  fornier  a  farmer  in  Groton  Township  and  the  father 
of  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  the  latter  a  farmer  in  Sandusky 
County  and  he  has  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

It  was  in  Huron  County  that  J.  Charles  Russell  spent  his  early  youth 
and  manhood.  He  lived  at  home  with  his  mother  and  step-father  until 
reaching  his  majoritj',  and  profited  by  attendance  at  such  schools  as 
existed  in  that  community.  His  first  indi|Hiiili-nt  work  as  a  farmer  was 
done  in  Groton  Township,  where  he  li\ftl  six  >.  ars,  and  the  following 
three  3'ears  in  Lyman  Township  of  Huron  County.  Returning  to  Groton 
Township,  he  spent  another  four  years  there,  and  then  moved  to  the 
Captain  Coulter  farm  in  Milan  Township  near  Avery.  That  was  the 
scene  of  his  productive  efforts  for  nineteen  years,  and  he  carried  on  his 
extensive  operations  with  profit  to  all  concerned.  During  a  year  follow- 
ing his  removal  from  the  Coulter  farm  he  rented  another  place,  but  in 
1908  bduulit  tlif  .\\cry  farm,  known  as  the  Hawley  place.  This  is  a 
farm  ol'  liist  .-hi^  iiii|ir(ivcments,  with  splendid  soil,  with  tiling  drainage, 
and  capalih'  ot  pi-oducini;-  all  the  standard  cereal  crops.  Mr.  Russell  finds 
potatoes  one  of  tlie  best  irii|is  for  his  land,  plants  usually  from  ten  to 
twenty  acres,  and  liis  \  i.  Id  is  as  high  as  275  busluls  |i.-i-  ,ir]\\  The  build- 
ing improvements  aliniil  iIm'  farm  represent  a  laruv  in\  I'stment.  He  has 
a  big  gray  barn,  built  m  the  most  modern  manner  for  the  housing  of 
stock  and  grain,  and  standing  on  a  foundation  36x62  feet.  His  home  is 
a  large  white  eight-room  house,  surrounded  with  a  large  lawn  and  with 
beautiful  sliadr  ti-r.'s.  Insidi's  this  farm  Mr.  Russell  also  owns  78V-;  acres 
in  (irotiin   Tnw  nslii|.,   wlii.ji   is   liki-wisi-  well  improved  and  has  a  good 

In  Oxford  Township  .Mr.  Russell  married  Miss  Nettie  Scharap.  She 
was  born  in  that  township  November  11,  1853,  and  died  November  20, 
1911.  She  grew  up  and  received  her  education  there  and  became  a 
splendid  mother  to  her  children  and  a  most  caiiablc  Ikimii'  maker.  Her 
parents  were  German  people,  Peter  and  Ennna  ^Sdiafer  Sehamp,  who 
were  born  in  Nassau,  Germany,  and  when  youni;  |ieii|ile  eann'  to  America 
and  .settled  in  Oxford  Township  of  Erie  County,  where  they  married 
and  subsequently  lived  as  farmers.  Her  father  clied  there  twenty  years 
ago  and  her  mother  about  sixteen  years  ago,  both  being  at  the  time 
about  three  score  years  of  age.  They  were  membei's  of  the  Ivutheran 
Church  and  her  father  was  a  democrat. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  are  biaefiy  mentioned  as  fol- 
lows: Jennie  died  five  years  after  her  marriage  to  Henry  Gastier,  who 
is  now  living  on  Mr.  Russell's  farm  in  Groton  Township.  William,  the 
second  child,  died  when  two  years  of  age.  Frank  married  Jlabel  Taylor, 
and  they  live  at  the  Russell  home  in  Milan  Township.  Fred  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  high  school  and  business  college,  is  now  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
and  while  living  at  home  is  one  of  the  capable  workmen  in  the  employ 
of  Isaac  \V.  Hoover,  the  prominent  Avery  manufacturer;  Fred  is  affili- 
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ated  with  Milan  Lodge  of  the  Masonic  Order,  ilr.  Russell  and  family 
are  all  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  he  and  his  sons  are 
democrats  in  national  politics. 

John  W.  Weilnau.  Many  of  the  most  enterprising  young  men  of 
the  )ii'cscnt  liviieration  tind  in  farm  management  an  outlet  for  their 
hiulirst  (Icufr  (if  skill  and  efficiency.  Among  the  younger  agriculturists 
of  Eiir  (iiiiiity  .special  mention  should  be  given  to  John  W.  Weilnau, 
who  fully  measured  up  to  the  tests  and  requirements  of  modern  indus- 
trial life  in  the  point  of  efficiency,  skill,  industry  and  general  ability. 

For  the  past  eight  years  Mr.  Weilnau  has  had  ample  scope  for  his 
career  as  a  farmer  as  iiiiMia^iT  >!f  tlie  hirge  Hoover  homestead  at  Avery. 
This  is  one  of  the  ln'st  r.ii'iiis  in  Imic  Comity,  and  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Weilnau  has  rdmlurtid  it  icHn-fs  ci'idit  upon  his  personal  skill.  His 
crops  are  grown  at  the  rotatiim  and  intiiisive  method.  During  the  past 
year  ho  had  16  acres  of  corn,  "24  in  wlnat,  8  acres  in  oats  and  12  acres  in 
potatoes.  His  wheat  yields  about  •_'!•  I'lislnls  to  the  acre,  oats  40  bushels, 
corn  80  bushels,  and  he  gets  a  particulini)'  almndant  yield  of  potatoes. 

Practically  all  his  life  John  W.  ^V(•ilnalI  lias  been  a  resident  of  Erie 
County.  He  was  born  in  Oxford  Towiisliip  Dcc-mber  29,  1878,  grew  up 
and  'was  educated  in  that  township,  and  made  a  definite  choice  of  farm- 
ing as  his  vocation.  He  has  been  independently  engaged  in  that  business 
for  the  past  nine  years,  and  with  a  degree  of  success  such  as  few  men 
of  his  age  and  experience  can  .show.  Besides  the  raising  of  general 
cro]>s  he  gives  much  attention  to  horses,  hogs  and  cattle  on  the  Hoover 
homestead. 

His  parents  were  John  and  IMary  (Goodsite)  Weilnau.  They  were 
both  natives  of  Germany,  his  father  of  Hesse  Nassau  and  his  mother 
of  Mecklenburg.  When  young  people  they  came  with  their  parents  to 
the  United  States  and  to  Ohio,  and  the  grandparents  on  both  sides  spent 
their  lives  here  and  died  when  about  seventy  years  old.  Both  families 
were  of  the  Evangelical  Church  faith.  After  their  marriage  John  and 
Mary  Weilnau  started  out  as  farmers  in  Oxford  Township.  He  died 
there  July  20,  1913,  when  past  sixty-three  years  of  age.  The  mother  is 
still  living  with  her  children  at  the  old  homestead  and  is  now  sixty-two 
years  of  age.  John  W.  is  the  oldest  son  and  the  second  child  in  a  family 
of  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  His  sister  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Adel- 
bert  Williams,  a  farmer  in  Milan  Township,  and  their  two  daughters  are 
named  Dorothy  and  Mary.  John  W.  Weilnau 's  brothers  are  Henry,  Fred 
and  James,  who  are  still  single  young  men  living  with  their  mother. 

John  W.  Weilnau  was  married  in  Oxford  Township  to  Catherine 
Ebert.  She  was  born  in  Oxfotd  township  March  19,  1880,  and  grew 
up  and  was  educated  there,  a  dauulilri-  of  Lewis  Ebert  and  a  sister  of 
Charles  Ebert,  reference  to  whom  is  niado  on  other  pages.  Mr.  and  ilrs. 
Weilnau  have  a  family  of  four  children:  Catherine  M.,  seven  years  old; 
Paul  William,  aged  six;  John  Louis,  aged  four;  and  George  H.,  who  is 
three  years  of  age.  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Weilnau  are  active  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Cliun-li,  he  is  a  denincrat  in  politics,  and  is  past  grand  of 
Milan  Lod^v  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Anski.  G.  Odei.l.  The  Odell  fanuly  to  which  this  well  known  resi- 
dent of  Milan  Township  belongs  has  long  been  prominent  and  numer- 
ously represented  in  the  Empire  State  of  New  York.  Former  Governor 
Odeil  of  New  York  was  of  the  same  stock.  The  Odells  have  been  identi- 
fied with  this  section  of  Northern  Ohio  fully  eighty  years,  and  their 
record  here  as  honorable  and  useful  citizens  runs  through  three  suc- 
cessive generations.  Ansel  G.  Odell  is  well  known  not  only  as  a  general 
farmer,  vegetable  grower  and  fruit  dealer,  but  also  as  a  business  man 
in  Milan  Township.    His  home  is  on  the  Cleveland  road. 
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It  was  in  the  early  '30s  that  the  family  came  to  Noi'thern  Ohio. 
His  grandfather,  Samuel  Odell,  came  from  New  York  State  to  liuron 
County,  Ohio,  and  settled  about  seven  miles  south  of  Norwalk.  He 
secured  Government  land  thei'e  at  the  regular  price  of  $1.25  per  acre. 
At  that  time  the  value  of  land  w'as  judged  mainly  by  its  timber,  and 
Samuel  Odell  chose  his  location  in  Huron  County  in  preference  to  one 
in  Erie  County  largely  because  of  the  timber  resources.  The  farm  on 
which  Ansel  G.,  his  grandson,  now  lives,  was  at  that  time  known  as 
white  oak  opening  and  could  be  bought  at  75  cents  an  acre.  After 
locating  in  Huron  County  Samuel  Odell  earned  money  for  the  support 
of  his  household  for  several  years  \>y  making  staves  in  the  woods  and 
hauling  them  to  Milan,  a  distance  of  more  than  twenty  miles.  His 
first  home  was  a  typical  log  cabin,  and  after  making  some  improvements 
on  his  land  he  sold  his  first  place,  which  w-as  situated  southeast  of  Olena, 
and  bought  another  farm  southwest  of  that  village.  On  transferring 
his  residence  he  again  lived  in  a  simple  home  such  as  most  people  owned 
at  tliat  time,  but  later  erected  a  substantial  frame  dwelling,  and  devel- 
oped a  large  farm.  He  died  there  when  in  venerable  years.  He  had 
been  married  three  times.  His  first  wife  was  a  Miss  Wooley,  who  came 
from  New  York  State.  She  died  leaving  a  daughter,  Mary  J.,  who 
married  Anson  Kellogg.  It  was  the  second  wife  of  Samuel  Odell  who 
was  the  mother  of  William  Odell,  who  in  turn  was  the  father  of  Ansel  G. 
She  died  in  middle  life,  leaving  quite  a  family  of  children.  Besides 
William  there  was  Augeline,  now  the  widow  of  D.  K.  Gauff,  and  living 
in  Milan,  having  one  daughter.  Another  son  of  Samuel  was  Joseph 
Odell,  who  is  living  with  his  son  and  daughter,  Elmer  and  Ethel,  in 
Huron  County  near  Greenwich. 

William  Odell  was  born  April  22,  1835,  in  Huron  County.  He  died 
at  the  home  now  owned  by  Ansel  Odell  on  New  Year's  Eve  of  1912. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  variety  of  experience,  but  his  natural  modesty 
served  as  a  cloak  to  his  achievements,  and  even  members  of  his  own 
family  never  heard  the  full  story  of  his  life,  particularly  of  his  ad- 
ventures as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  He  grew  up  in  Huron  County, 
and  for  many  years  was  a  trader.  The  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  Milan  Township.  His  service  as  a  Union  soldier  covered  four 
years  twelve  days.  He  was  a  member  of  Company  C  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  went  out  from  Mou- 
roeville.  During  most  of  the  time  he  was  a  private  in  the  i-auks,  but  was 
discharged  as  a  corporal.  He  took  part  in  many  of  the  historic  battles, 
including  one  of  the  Bull  Run  engagements,  was  at  Lookout  Mountain, 
at  Gettysburg,  and  in  several  of  the  great  campaigns  before  Richmond. 
At  one  time  he  was  captured  and  kept  for  several  months  in  the  notorious 
Libby  Prison.  After  escaping  he  was  again  captured,  and  this  time 
was  sent  to  Andersonyille.  While  at  Andersonville  he  saved  both  him- 
self and  a  comrade,  the  latter  sentenced  to  be  shot  on  the  following  day. 
By  a  clever  maneuver  he  effected  the  escape  of  both  himself  and  his 
companion  and  finally  reached  the  Union  lines.  He  had  many  thrilling 
experiences  as  a  soldier,  but  was  always  reticent  on  such  subjects,  and 
had  the  modesty  characteristic  of  a  truly  brave  military  man.  Polit- 
ically he  always  voted  with  the  republican  party.  He  married  Rachel 
Phillips.  She  was  born  on  the  old  Phillips  farm  on  the  Ridge  Road  in 
Huron  County.  April  25,  1836.  Now  feeble  with  tlie  infirmities  of  age 
she  is  living  with  her  son  Walter. 

Ansel  G.  Odell  was  born  in  Eaton  County,  Michigan,  November  9, 
1867,  during  a  brief  residence  of  his  parents  in  that  state.  However, 
most  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Erie  County,  and  as  a  boy  he  attended 
the  little  white  sehoolhouse  not  far  from  his  present  home.  He  was 
reared  chiefly  in  the  home  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Angeline  Gauff.     After  his 
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marriage  he  siic-ceeded  to  the  ownership  of  the  farm  which  he  still 
occupies,  and  w-hieh  formerly  belonged  to  Mrs.  Odell's  family.  For 
fourteen  years  prior  to  his  marriage  he  had  conducted  the  farm  as  a 
renter.  It  is  a  small  but  well  improved  little  homestead  of  nineteen 
acres,  containing  a  good  house  and  barn,  and  with  an  orchard  of  240 
peach  trees.  During  the  summer  seasons  Mr.  Odell  deals  extensively  in 
fruit  in  Erie  County,  and  also  conducts  a  good  business  as  a  manufac- 
turer of  acetylene  gas  plants. 

At  the  home  where  he  now  lives  Mr.  Odell  married  Miss  Anna  Cur- 
tis. She  was  born  in  Ridgetield,  Huron  County,  May  25,  1866,  and 
when  a  child  came  with  her  parents  to  Curtis  Corners  or  Petersburg  in 
Milan  Township,  and  grew  up  and  received  her  education  there.  '  Her 
parents  were  Ezra  D.  and  Thankful  (Winchester)  Curtis.  Her  parents 
were  both  natives  of  New  York  State,  her  father  born  November  7, 
1823,  at  Barry  in  Orleans  County,  and  her  mother  born  December  20, 
1826,  in  Chautauqua  County.  They  were  married  July  12,  1848,  at 
Perry  in  Lake  County,  Ohio.  Ezra  D.  Curtis  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Henry 
Curtis,  who  spent  manj'  j-ears  as  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Thankful  Winchester  was  a  daughter  of  Marcus  Winchester,  who  made 
a  notable  record  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  afterwards  died 
in  Huron  County,  Ohio.  After  Ezra  and  Thankful  Curtis  were  married 
they  lived  in  Waterloo  County,  Ontario,  for  several  years,  and  their 
daughter,  Olive  R.,  was  born  there  in  1849.  Subsequently  they  returned 
to  Huron  County,  lived  in  Ridgetield  Township,  and  from  1851  to  1854 
residwl  at  Perry  in  Lake  County.  In  April,  1872,  they  moved  to  Erie 
County  and  bought  a  small  farm  at  the  Petersburg  schoolhouse  in 
Milan  Township.  There  Mr.  Curtis  died  November  5,  1900,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years  live  days.  His  widow  is  now  living  with 
her  (hiii'^iitrr.  Mrs.  OdVll.  and  in  December,  1915,  celebrates  her  eighty- 
niiilli  liirtli(la\.  Ml-,  and  Mrs.  Curtis  were  always  closely  identified  with 
the  Alcthddist   Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odell  have  an  adopted  son,  Robert  A.,  who  was  born 
February  16,  1908.  In  their  religious  alliliatidiis  they  are  members  of 
the  Friends  Church.     Mr.  Odell  is  a  rcpulilican. 

Emmet  Park.  Two  enterprising  young  men  who  have  done  much 
to  stimulate  manufacturing  in  Erie  Coixnty  are  Emmet  Park  and  Dennis 
Tucker  of  the  firm  of  Park  &  Tucker,  proprietors  of  the  plant  at  Avery, 
which  is  run  to  its  full  capacity  most  every  working  day  in  the  year 
for  the  manufacture  of  tile  and  brick.  They  have  built  up  an  industry 
which  is  more  notable  for  the  quality  of  the  output  than  for  the  quan- 
tity. To  manufacture  something  that  is  a  little  better  than  the  ordinary 
run  of  material  is  a  sure  means  to  success.  The  principal  output  of  the 
Park  &  Tucker  plant  is  tile,  and  they  make  a  varied  assortment,  ranging 
from  three  to  fifteen  inches  in  diameter.  There  is  perhaps  notliing 
superior  to  this  on  the  market  anywhere,  and  the  firm  has  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  extending  the  sale  of  the  product  to  the  full  capacity  of  the 
plant  among  high  grade  users  of  this  important  clay  product,  and  prac- 
tically the  entire  output  is  taken  by  dealers  and  contractors  who  have 
patronized  this  Avery  firm  for  several  years  or  more.  Messrs.  Park  & 
Tucker  liave  been  engaged  in  this  industry  for  the  past  twelve  years. 
They  bought  out  the  old  established  plant  at  Avery,  conducted  for  about 
fifteen  years  by  Dennis  Gilmore,  and  the  tile  manufactured  here  is  used 
in  the  tiling  and  draining  of  land. 

Both  members  of  the  firm  are  Oliio  men,  and  Mr.  Park  was  born  at 
Olena  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  in  1870.  He  grew  up  on  a  farm  and  was 
ongaged  in  that  industry  until  he  combined  with  Mr.  Tucker  in  the 
present  industry.    His  parents  were  James  and  Martha  (Ersburg)  Park, 
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his  father  a  native  of  Ireland  and  his  mother  of  Ohio.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Huron  County,  and  for  a  number  of  years  farmed  in  Olena. 
Mr.  Park  lost  his  mother  when  he  was  a  small  child,  and  the  father  died 
in  1897.  They  were  Prntostant  pi^ople  and  he  served  as  trustee  of  his 
home  township  for  :i  miiiilirr  oT  \rai's,  was  for  nine  years  director  of  the 
Huron  County  infiriiiiiiy,  :inii  in  polities  was  a  republican. 

In  June,  1897,  ilr.  Emmet  I'ark  married  in  Ashland  County  Miss 
Sadie  A.  Berkey.  She  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  September  23, 
1870,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ashland  County,  and  for  several  years 
before  her  marriage  was  a  teacher  in  the  county  schools.  She  is  a  woman 
of  thoi-ough  culture  and  education,  is  active  in  religious  work  and  all 
the  local  benevolences.  Iler  fallier,  Christian  Berkey,  died  February  7, 
1915,  at  the  ns'i'  of  scvonty-four,  having  for  many  years  been  an  active 
farmer.  Iln  hkiIIm  i  is  now  living  at  the  old  home  in  Ashland  County 
and  has  rcudh  .1  \,iii  rable  years.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  and  her  father  was  a  Gcnnan  Baptist.  Mrs.  Park  has  a  brother, 
James  W.  Berkey,  who  li\cs  in  Savannah,  Ohio,  and  has  a  son  named 
Paul  C,  and  her  only  sisti  r  is  (  laia  0.,  who  for  a  nundjer  of  years  has 
been  a  teacher  in  Ashland  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Park  are  active 
workers  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Milan.  Besides  his  interests  as 
a  manufacturer  Mv.  Park  and  Mr.  Tucker  own  considerable  acreage 
which  they  have  developed  intensively  as  a  small  farm,  improved  with 
excellent  Isuildings. 

His  partner,  Dennis  Tucker,  is  an  Erie  County  boy,  having  been 
born  and  reared  in  Oxford  Township.  Except  for  a  few  years  spent  in 
Huron  County  he  has  lived  in  Erie  County  all  of  his  life,  and  is  a  young 
man  of  means,  industry,  thorough  ability  and  high  standing. 

J.  K.  Douglas,  D.  D.  S.  One  of  the  chief  branches  of  professional 
knowledge  upon  which  mankind  is  dependent  for  a  maintenance  of 
healthful  conditions  is  that  which  is  connected  with  the  care  and  pres- 
ervation of  the  teeth.  Careless  habits  of  living,  neglect  and  indifference 
continually  result  in  a  demand  for  the  iirst-class  practitioner  of  dentistry. 
Like  other  professions,  this  vocation  is  constantly  advancing,  demanding 
of  its  devotees  constant  and  continued  study  in  order  to  keep  abreast 
of  its  progress.  The  profession  of  dentistry  is  well  and  honorably  repre- 
sented at  Sandusky  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Douglas,  a  native  of  Erie  County. 
Engaged  in  practice  hei-e  for  more  than  twenty  years,  his  advancement 
has  been  sure  and  consistent  and  his  high  professional  standing  is  evi- 
denced by  his  incumbency  of  the  office  of  president  of  the  Northern  Ohio 
Dental  Association. 

Doctor  Douglas  was  born  August  26,  1869,  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and 
is  a  soil  of  James  and  Cornelia  A.  (King)  Douglas.  His  father  was  born 
in  Canada  and  was  a  youth  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United 
States  in  18.33,  the  family  locating  in  Erie  County,  Ohio.  In  .young 
maiiliiinil,  Jaiiic's  Douglas  adopted  the  vocation  of  fisherman  on  the  Great 
Lakes.  rxtciMliiii;-  his  pursuit  of  the  finny  tribe  from  Sandusky.  Ohio,  to 
Gr^rii  r.ay.  Wisronsin.  He  was  industrious  and  ambitious,  and  when  he 
had  ai'uuiiilati'd  the  means,  invested  in  farming  land  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship. Kv'n'  ( 'ouirty,  where  he  continued  to  be  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits with  siici  i-ss  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  this  county  in  1900. 
;\Irs.  Douglas,  who  still  survives,  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
three  years. 

The  second  in  a  family  of  three  children,  J.  K.  Douglas  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Erie  County.  He  was  further 
prepared  at  the  normal  school  at  Milan,  and  then  took  a  commercial 
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course  at  the  Ohio  Normal  School  at  Ada,  Ohio,  following  which  he 
entered  upon  his  professional  studies  in 'the  dental  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan.  Graduating  with  the  class  of  1S94,  he  at  once 
entered  practice  at  Sandusky,  where  by  diligent  attention  to  his  work 
he  has  aeciuired  a  profitable  jjatronage,  and  by  keeping  himself  abreast 
of  all  current  developments  and  improved  methods  in  his  art  has  main- 
tained an  excellent  professional  standing  and  inspired  confidence  in  his 
skill  throughout  the  community.  In  the  meanwhile  his  amiable  disposi- 
tion and  genial  deportment  have  attracted  to  him  many  friends.  Doctor 
Douglas  maintains  membership  in  the  District  Dental  Sociity,  in  the 
Ohio  State  Dental  Society,  of  which  he  was  president  our  \tar,  in  the 
American  Dental  Association,  and  in  the  Northern  Ohio  Dental  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  is  the  chief  executive  officer  at  this  time.  1^'or  six  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners.  Fraternally, 
the  doctor  is  a  third  degree  Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Doctor  Douglas  was  married  December  30,  1895,  at  Sandusky,  to 
iliss  Maora  B.  Hill,  who  was  born  in  Berlin  Heights,  Ohio,  a  daughter 
of  George  F.  and  Marj'  Hill,  also  of  Berlin  Heights,  and  to  this  union 
there  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  November  13,  1901. 

On  the  maternal  side  of  the  family,  Mrs.  James  Douglas  is  a  daughter 
of  Gideon  King,  Jr.,  who  celebrated  his  golden  wedding  anniversary  in 
Berlin  Township,  Erie  County,  March  20,  1872.  Mr.  King  was  the  sou 
of  Gideon  King,  of  East  Bloomfield,  Ontario  County,  New  York,  and 
was  born  at  East  Bloomfield,  November  17,  1795,  hence  he  celebrated  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  marriage  at  a  little  more  than  seventy-six 
years  of  age.  George  King,  the  grandfather  of  Gideon  King,  Jr.,  died 
while  serving  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  patriot  army  during-  tlie  ^Var  of  the 
Revolution,  and  the  family  is  supposed  to  have  descended  from  Stephen 
Hopkins,  who  came  to  America  on  the  Mayflower  in  1620. 

John  B.  Kurtz.  When  farming  is  conducted  skillfully  and  up  to 
the  best  standards  of  modern  experience  and  knowledge  it  is  at  once  the 
most  independent  and  satisfactory  of  all  human  vocations.  A  striking 
illustrntion  of  this  type  of  modern  agriculture  is  found  on  the  place  of 
John  B.  Kurtz  in  Milan  Township.  Mr.  Kurtz  has  behind  him  many 
years  of  practical  experience,  and  at  the  same  time  is  a  student  and 
"observer  of  agricultural  pi-ogress.  He  is  a  skilled  rotation  farmer,  and 
can  be  said  literally  to  have  effected  tlie  achievement  of  making  two 
blades  of  grass  grow  where  only  one  •:iew  before.  Measured  by  its  culti- 
vation, its  products,  and  imjiroveiiK  iits,  his  is  truly  one  of  the  most 
valuable  and  productive  farmsteads  in  Ih'ie  County. 

The  very  farm  where  he  now  lives  and  of  which  he  is  proprietor  was 
his  bii-thplace,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  April  2,  1866.  In  this 
one  locality  he  spent  practically  all  his  life.  As  a  boy  he  attended  the 
schools  of  Milan  Township,  but  since  1899  has  owned  the  old  farm  on 
his  own  account.  Here  are  seventy-two  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  Erie 
County  affords.  Adjacent  to  the  main  farm  is  another  tract  of  twenty 
acres,  while  Mr.  Kurtz  also  owns  another  place  of  twenty  acres  near 
the  Village  of  ililan.  The  ninety-two  acres  in  the  home  farm  are  fully 
drained  aid  beautifully  improved.  One  attractive  feature  of  his  farm  is 
a  grove  of  fine  nativ(>  timber.  Mr.  Kurtz  grows  the  very  best  of  crops, 
corn,  wheat,  oats  and  potatoes,  and  his  potato  crop  produced  from  ten 
acres  of  land  yields  more  than  200  bushels  to  the  acre.  For  storage  and 
stock  shelter  Mv.  Kurtz  has  large  barns.  One  of  these  is  a  basement 
structure  on  a  foundation  40x60  feet.     Tlnn-e  is  another  large  building 
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for  grain  storage  and  used  as  a  carriage  and  tool  house.  The  attractive 
country  residence  contains  ten  rooms,  and  it  is  the  same  house  in  which 
Mr.  Kurtz  was  born,  but  has  undergone  under  his  management  a  num- 
ber of  alterations,  enlargements  and  improvements.  He  keeps  excellent 
cattle  for  beef,  and  feeds  a  considerable  number  of  stock  every  year. 
He  also  has  horses,  sheep  and  hogs. 

John  B.  Kurtz  is  a  son  of  Barthold  Kurtz,  a  record  of  whose  career 
will  be  found  on  other  pages  in  the  sketch  of  Philip  Kurtz.  Barthold 
Kurtz  obtained  the  land  in  a  wild  condition  where  his  son  John  now 
lives.  This  was  more  than  seventy  years  ago,  and  the  purchase  price  of 
some  of  it  was  only  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre.  It  was  on  this  farm  that 
Barthold  spent  his  many  years  of  useful  activity  and  died  in  1895. 
Many  of  the  improvements  still  found  on  the  place  are  the  result  of  his 
labors.    His  wife  died  there  four  years  before  his  own  death. 

One  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  John  B.  Kurtz  was  the  one  whom 
filial  love  and  a  sense  of  duty  caused  to  remain  at  home  and  take  care 
of  his  parents  as  long  as  they  lived.  He  came  into  the  ownership  of  the 
old  farm  by  buying  out  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs,  and  has  since 
cleared  up  all  the  financial  obligations  and  debts,  and  has  refused  as  much 
as  .$200  an  acre  for  his  place.    In  politics  Mr.  Kurtz  is  a  republican. 

In  the  old  home  township  Mr.  Kurtz  married  one  of  his  neighbor 
girls.  Miss  Sarah  Fauser,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Melissa  (Weichel) 
Fauser.  There  were  four  children  born  to  this  honored  couple,  Carrie, 
Sarah,  Emma  and  William,  and  of  these  Emma  died  in  1912.  Mrs. 
Kurtz  was  born  and  reared  and  educated  in  this  township,  and  her  par- 
ents were  German  people.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kurtz  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children.  Edna,  now  twenty-four  years  of  age,  is  a  graduate  of 
high  school  and  college  and  holds  a  responsible  position  in  Sandusky. 
■Estella  married  Floyd  Rockwell  and  died  at  the  bii'th  of  her  first  child, 
Elmer  Rockwell,  who  is  now  living  with  his  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kurtz.  Arthur  completed  his  education  in  the  Milan  High  School  and 
is  now  a  farmer  in  Erie  County,  and  his  brother  John  is  likewise  placed 
in  life.  Cleo  died  when  three  years  of  age.  Sarah  Elizabeth  and  Paul 
Rolland  are  both  at  home  and  students  in  the  public  schools. 

Philip  Kurtz.  A  resident  of  Erie  County  nearly  all  his  life,  Mr. 
Kurtz  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  in  Milan  Township,  where  he 
pursues  his  industry  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser  near  Spears 
Corners.  This  has  been  his  home  for  the  past  twenty-six  years.  Mr. 
Kurtz  is  not  only  one  of  the  progressive  and  successful  agriculturists 
of  the  county,  but  an  upright,  loyal  and  public  spirited  citizen. 

The  Kurtz  farm  comprises  180  acres,  and  most  of  it  is  under  cultiva- 
tion, while  there  is  some  acreage  of  good  timber  and  considerable  pasture 
land..  Mr.  Kurtz  and  family  reside  in  an  attractive  rural  home  of  nine 
rooms,  and  among  other  improvements  that  should  be  mentioned  is  a 
large  barn  built  on  a  basement  and  with  foundations  40x70  feet.  The 
entire  place  presents  a  picture  of  comfortable  pro.sperity,  and  the  pos- 
session of  such  a  home  is  an  adequate  reward  for  the  enterprise  and 
ambition  of  any  progressive  man. 

The  birth  of  Philip  Kurtz  occurred  in  Milan  Township,  September  13, 
1864,  not  far  from  the  Village  of  Milan.  He  grew  up  and  received  his 
education  in  this  locality,  and  for  fully  thirty  years  has  been  numbered 
among  the  substantial  farmers.  He  is  of  German  ancestry,  a  son  of 
Barthold  and  Elizabeth  (Wihl)  Kurtz.  His  father  was  born  in  1822 
along  the  River  Rhine,  and  was  still  a  young  man  when  in  1844  he  em- 
barked on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Bremen,  and  unaccompanied  by  relatives 
or  friends,  set  out  for  America.    After  a  voyage  of  nine  weeks  he  landed 
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at  New  York,  and  soon  afterward  arrived  in  Huron,  Ohio.  Some  years 
later  he  met  and  married  in  this  county  Miss  Wihl.  who  was  also  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  had  come  with  friends  to  the  United  States  when  a 
young  girl.  Both  her  parents  had  died  when  she  was  about  two  or  three 
years  old.  After  their  marriage  Bartliold  Kurtz  and  wife  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Milan,  where  he  combined  the  occupation  of  tailor  and  of 
farmer.  He  assisted  his  brother  Henry,  who  for  many  years  conducted 
a  tailor  shop  in  Milan.  Both  had  learned  their  trade  in  Germany. 
Barthold  Kurtz  subsequently  took  up  farming  as  his  exclusive  vocation 
and  became  the  owner  of  seventy  acres  at  North  Milan.  After  effecting 
many  improvements  in  the  plarc  he  died  there  in  April,  1904.  His 
wife  passed  away  iu  February,  isiri,  at  llie  age  of  sixty-two.  They  were 
members  of  the  German  Lutln'i'aii  Cliurch,  and  helped  to  build  up  the 
church  of  that  denomination  at  Monroeville.  In  politics  he  was  a  demo- 
crat. A  brief  record  of  their  children  is  as  follows :  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Fred  Aves  and  lives  in  Marion  County,  Kansas,  and  has  two  sons  and 
four  daughters:  Henry,  who  owns  a  farm  in  Milan  Township,  married 
Nettie  Moore,  of  IMilan,  and  they  have  one  son  and  two  daughters  living, 
and  lost  one  son  at  the  age  of  twenty -three ;  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  Riley 
Smith,  and  they  live  at  Hastings,  Nebraska,  and  have  four  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Elizabeth  B.  is  the  widow  of  Benjamin  F.  Willcox,  who 
died  in  Milan  Township  in  1904  and  she  now  lives  with  her  daughter 
Belle  in  Toledo,  and  her  other  children  are  Matilda,  Harry  and  Dora, 
while  two  sons  arc  deceased,  and  all  her  children  are  married  except 
Belle;  Adam,  who  is  a  meat  dealer  in  Clayton,  Ohio,  has  three  sons  and 
a  daughter;  and  John  B.,  a  farmer,  of  North  Milan,  married  and  has 
five  children  living,  two  daughters  and  three  sons. 

On  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  Mr.  Kurtz  was  married  to  Miss 
Lizzie  Anna  Wilkox.  She  comes  of  an  old  Ohio  family,  was  born  at 
Bowling  Green  in  Wood  County,  September  18,  1870.  When  about 
four  years  of  age  she  came  to  Milan  Township  with  her  parents,  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  (Root)  Willcox.  Her.  father  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
and  when  a  young  man  set  out  for  California,  making  the  voyage  around 
the  Cape  Horn  and  spending  some  years  in  the  lumber  business  in  the 
West.  On  returning  East  he  came  by  way  of  the  isthmus,  and  soon 
afterwards  settled  in  Erie  County  in  Milan  Township,  where  he  married 
Miss  Root,  who  was  born  in  Erie  County.  Later  Mr.  Willcox  lived 
three  years  in  Illinois,  came  back  to  Erie  County,  and  from  there  moved 
to  Wood  County,  Ohio,  where  he  conducted  a  large  farm  of  320  acres 
for  seven  j-ears,  and  then  for  thirty-five  years  was  cni^auvd  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  old  Root  farm  at  Spear.s  Corners  of  Jlilan  'rnwiisliip.  From 
there  he  once  more  removed  to  Bowling  Green  in  Wodil  ('(niiity  and  died 
there  in  1913  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  His  widow  is  still  living,  l)eing 
now  seventy-five  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Kurtz  was  one  of  three  children. 
Her  brother  Robert  died  at  the  age  of  forty,  leaving  one  son,  Hart.  Her 
sister  Martha  is  the  wife  of  George  Chapnum  and  they  live  at  Bowling 
Green. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kurtz  have  been  born  two  children :  Maude  E.,  born 
April  19,  1890,  attended  the  public  schools  and  a  business  college,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Berton  Karbler,  a  farmer  in  Sandusky  County,  and 
their  one  child  is  named  Mildred  E.  Grover  G.,  who  was  born  August 
16,  1891,  also  attended  the  public  schools,  finishing  his  education  in  the 
noi-mal  school  at  Sandu.sky,  and  is  now  at  home.  Mr.  Kurtz  and  family 
attend  tlie  Presbyterian  Churrli,  and  lie  and  his  son  are  democratic 
voters. 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  1011 

John  Upper.  There  is  a  fine  farm  in  Milan  Township,  not  far  from 
Avery  and  on  Rural  Route  No.  2  out  of  Milan,  which  is  a  significant 
testimonial  to  the  thrift  and  industry  of  a  splendid  German-American 
citizen,  tlie  late  John  Upper,  and  continues  to  bear  fruit  and  furnish  a 
home  of  beauty  and  comfort  to  its  present  proprietor,  Miss  Rena  Upper, 
iiis  dausliter,  who  probably  deserves  first  rank  among  the  women  of 
Erie  County  who  are  classed  as  farm,  owners  and  managers. 

The  late  John  Upper  was  born  at  Gittersdorf,  Hessfeldt,  Germany, 
August  30,  1809.  He  lived  a  long  and  industrious  career,  was  a  man 
of  sound  physical  and  mental  stock,  and  had  pnssod  the  eighty-seventh 
milestone  of  his  mortal  journey  when  lie  dinl  :i1  the  old  home  on  Milan 
Road  near  Avery,  September  10,  189(1.  His  lather,  also  John  Upper, 
spent  all  his  life  ns  a  pvnsiierons  and  fhiil'1,\  farmer  in  Germany,  and  in 
tlie  same  locality  «liiiv  .lnhii  Cpprr  \\:is  Ikh'h.  Both  parents  died  when 
about  seventy  years  (if  a'4v,  ami  Here  lilVliniij;-  eomnuinicants  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  The  late  .Juhn  Upper  was  the  oldest  in  a  family  of 
three  sons  and  three  datighters.  Two  of  the  daughters  came  to  America, 
Elizabeth  and  Barbara,  they  married  in  this  country  and  left  descend- 
ants. Elizabeth's  one  son,  John,  is  now  deceased,  while  Barbara's  chil- 
dren are  living  in  Missouri. 

The  father  being  a  man  in  comfortable  circumstances,  John  Upper 
grew  up  in  Gertnany  without  any  sovere  tost  of  his  practical  ability  as 
a  working  man.  He  was  liberally  nlncalcd,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  when  still  unmarried,  took  |)assai;v  mi  a  sailing  vessel  at  Bremen 
in  the  fall  of  1834  and  after  seven  weeks  reached  New  York  City.  From 
there  he  came  on  to  Milan  in  Erie  County,  and  here  first  became 
acquainted  with  real  privation  and  hardship.  Unused  to  physical  labor 
and  without  experience,  he  found  great  difficulty  in  finding  employment, 
and  literally  had  to  sell  part  of  his  clothes  before  he  could  supply  his 
daily  wants.  He  finally  got  work  at  wages  of  twenty-five  cents  a  day, 
and  after  that  was  continuously  employed  for  a  period  of  ten  years  by 
Laban  Lowrey,  a  well  known  Erie  County  farraei-.  John  Upper  proved 
not  only  an  efficient  farm  hand,  but  also  exercised  a  degree  of  economy 
and  thrift  such  as  seems  niarvelnns  nt  the  present  time.  At  the  end  of 
seven  years,  thougli  liis  N.aei  s  weiv  al\\a\s  small,  as  measured  by  modern 
standard,  he  had  aerumulat.il  .'^I.Khi  caiiiial.  which  he  had  loaned  out  at 
interest.  Three  years  lalc^r  he  l)uuglit  fourteen  acres  near  what  is  now 
the  Village  of  Avery.  This  he  thoroughly  improved,  and  invested  from 
time  to  time  in  more  land  until  his  estate  comprised  sixty-one  acres. 
Practically  all  of  it  had  formerly  been  covered  by  a  heavy  growth  of 
timber,  and  he  cut  his  land  from  the  forest,  subdued  the  wild  soil,  and 
continued  to  cultivate  crops  there  for  one  season  after  the  other  until 
the  close  of  his  period  of  activity,  which  was  almost  coextensive  with  his 
life.  John  Upper  was  a  strong  democrat  in  polities,  and  w^as  frequently 
solicited  to  accept  such  offices  in  his  home  count}'  as  county  commissioner 
and  town.ship  trustee,  though  he  was  not  an  aspirant  for  such  honors. 
He  also  was  a  regular  attendant  and  a  worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  aiilan. 

At  the  age  of  forty-four,  in  Milan,  John  Upper  married  Miss  Anna 
Gertrude  Wicker.  She  was  born  in  Mawden,  Germany,  January  3,  1830, 
and  in  young  womanhood  came  to  the  United  States  with  five  girl  com- 
panions. It  required  nine  weeks  for  her  to  make  the  voyage  on  an  old 
fashioned  sailing  vessel  from  Bremen  to  New  York,  and  from  that  city 
she  came  by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo, 
and  thence  to  Huron,  Ohio.  In  the  same  year  she  made  the  neqntiintance 
of  John  Upper,  and  they  were  married.  She  was  an  oM  lasliieiied  house- 
wife, devoted  to  her  children  and  home,  and  took  gi'eat  i>iide  in  keep- 
ing her  liouse  spotlessly  clean  and  constantly  adorned  with  those  touches 
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of  beauty  aud  comfort  which  the  true  housewife  knows  so  well  how 
to  produce.  She  died  very  suddenly  at  the  old  homestead  December  26, 
IS'J-i.  After  her  marriage  she  became,  like  her  husband,  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbj-terian  Church.  She  was  generous  both  in  her  home  am] 
among  her  friends  and  in  church,  and  there  are  many  who  will  recall 
with  gratitude  this  splendid  woman  who  spent  so  many  years  in  Erie 
County. 

In  the  family  of  John  Upper  and  wife  were  three  daughters.  Eliza- 
beth first  married  John  Reer,  and  her  two  children  are  by  that  mari'iage, 
namely :  Rena,  who  died  after  her  marriage  to  Albert  Phillips,  leaving 
a  daughter,  Gertrude  E.,  now  ten  years  of  age ;  and  Fred  Reer,  who  is 
married  and  has  two  sons  named  Raymond  aud  Harold.  After  the  death 
of  her  lirst  husband  Mrs.  Reer  married  Louis  Light,  and  they  now  live 
on  a  fine  farm  at  Shiurock  in  Berlin  Township. 

The  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  John  Upper  was  Mary,  who  was 
also  twice  married.  Her  first  husband  was  Martin  Wicker,  who  was  a 
farmer.  She  then  married  Conrad  H.  Cook.  She  died  not  long  after 
her  second  marriage  in  1902.    There  ai'e  no  children  surviving  her. 

Miss  Rena  Upper,  the  second  child  of  John  Upper,  grew  up  on  the 
farm  where  she  was  born  and  where  she  still  lives.  She  was  devoted  to 
the  care  and  welfare  of  both  her  parents  as  long  as  they  lived,  and  has 
never  married.  Miss  Upper  is  a  woman  of  thorough  intelligence  and 
refinement  and  is  especiall}^  distinguished  among  her  neighbors  for  the 
skillful  manner  in  which  she  conducts  the  forty-one  acres  of  the  fine 
farm  which  she  inherited  from  her  father.  For  many  years  she  has  made 
this  farm  i)roduce  abundant  crops  aud  fine  stock,  and  the  grounds  about 
the  old  home  she  has  rendered  a  triumph  of  effective  landscape  garden- 
ing. There  is  a  beautiful  lawn  in  front  of  the  house,  she  grows  flowers 
of  many  varieties,  and  has  a  neat  and  well  kept  garden.  It  is  almost 
literally  true  that  both  the  house  and  the  grounds  surrounding  it  are 
SM'cpf  :iiid  kept  cli^an  evrry  day.  ]\Iiss  Upper  is  a  vivacious,  witty  and 
iiifrlli'^iiil  \\ii:iiMn.  keeps  Well  postcd  on  the  affairs  of  the  day,  is  a  mem- 
lier  (if  tile  I'lesliyti'iiiiu  (liiirch,  and  is  insistently  active  in  endeavoring 
to  do  good  ill  her  community. 

John  Sciiarer.  Since  the  primary  object  of  the  historj-  of  any  county 
is  to  preserve  the  names  and  careers  of  those  citizens  who  have  been 
longest  identified  with  the  community,  there  is  special  fitness  in  referring 
to  the  name  and  family  of  John  Scharer,  Avho  has  spent  all  his  life  in 
one  locality  of  Milan  Township,  and  whose  parents  were  among  the 
thrifty  German  immigrants  of  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago  who  .so  largely 
shaped  and  moulded  the  destinies  of  many  agricultural  communities 
in  America. 

The  enterprise  of  John  Scharer  marked  him  out  conspicuously  among 
the  general  farmers  and  stock  raisei's  of  Milan  Township.  His  home  is 
on  the  Milan  Road,  and  besides  raising  and  feeding  stock  he  also  con- 
ducts a  butcher  business.  His  farm  comprises  107  acres,  well  diaiuod, 
with  excellent  soil,  and  improved  with  first  class  buildings.  Coiispieu- 
ons  in  the  group  of  farm  buildings  is  the  large  barn,  58x30  feet.  His 
white  house  with  green  trimmings  contains  eight  rooms,  and  he  and  his 
family  have  always  lived  in  comfort  and  solid  prosperity.  Another 
feature  that  adds  value  to  his  farm  and  conveiiieiiee  to  the  social  life  of 
the  communitj'  is  the  interurban  elcetrii-  line  that  passes  almost  by  his 
doorway.  Jlr.  Scharer  makes  his  fields  piddiiee  most  abundant  crops 
of  the  leading  cereals.  He  takes  from  thirty  to  forty  bushels  of  wheat 
from  each  acre,  his  corn  crop  frequently  runs  over  100  bushels  an 
acre,  and  ho  u.sually  expects  about  eighty  bushels  of  oats.  Like  other 
progressive  farmers,  Mr.  Scharer  follows  the  rotation  plan  in  crops,  and 
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conserves  the  fertility  of  his  soil  by  putting  back  in  one  form  or  another 
all  the  resources  which  his  crops  drain  from  the  soil.  One  of  his  chief 
means  of  keeping  up  the  quality  of  his  soil  is  successive  planting  of 
clover  in  the  different  tields  previously  occupied  by  grain  crops.  He 
also  grows  large  quantities  of  potatoes,  about  800  or  1,000  bushels  each 
season.  Another  crop  which  he  has  specialized  in  has  been  barley,  which 
on  his  fields  yields  about  fifty  bushels  per  acre. 

For  twenty  years  Mr.  Scharer  has  owned  the  farm  to  which  he  now 
gives  intelligent  management,  as  is  indicated  by  the  above  statistics. 
He  has  handled  it  so  well  that  it  is  now  worth  fully  $200  an  acre.  It 
was  on  this  farm  and  in  the  house  he  now  owns  and  occupies  that  Mr. 
Scharer  was  born,  October  2,  1865.  He  grew  up  in  this  one  community, 
obtained  his  education  from  the  local  schools,  and  has  been  steadily  at 
work  in  improving  his  land,  doing  his  share  of  the  work  of  the  world 
for  full}-  thirty  years.  ^Ir.  Scharer  speaks,  reads  and  writes  both  the 
English  and  German  languages. 

His  parents  were  John  and  Caroline  (Schmidt)  Scharer.  His  father 
was  born  in  Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  in  1826,  while  his  mother  was 
born  in  1835  at  Baden,  Germany.  The  paternal  grandparents  spent  all 
their  lives  in  Switzerland.  In  1856  John  Scharer  immigrated  to  the 
United  States.  There  were  few  steam  vessels  making  the  voyage  back 
and  forth  across  the  Atlantic  at  that  time,  and  he  came  in  a  sailing 
vessel,  which  endured  rough  seas  and  was  forty-eight  days  in  crossing. 
After  landing  in  New  York  he  came  "West  to  Sandu.sky,  and  soon  found 
employment  on  a  farm  in  Groton  Township.  AVhile  thus  employed  he 
met  and  married  in  1858  Miss  Schmidt,  who  had  come  about  the  same 
time  as  her  husliand  fi-om  Germany  with  her  mother,  her  father  having 
died  in  the  fatherland.  She  worked  as  a  domestic  with  a  family  in 
Groton  Township  until  her  marriage.  For  about  four  years  after  they 
began  housekeeping  they  lived  on  a  farm  and  conducted  it  on  shares 
in  Groton  Township.  From  there  they  moved  to  Milan  Township  and  in 
1862  bought  the  land  which  is  now  the  site  of  John  Scharer 's  notable 
agricultural  enterprise.  The  father  was  an  industrious,  unassuming  and 
upright  citizen,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Milan  Township  February  10, 
1897.  Some  years  later  his  wife  was  taken  ill  and  died  in  the  state 
hospital  May  15,  1909.  The  parents  now  rest  side  by  side  in  a  cemetei-y 
which  the  father  carved  out  of  his  own  farm  aboiU  half  a  century  ago. 
Both  were  confirmed  membei-s  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  having  been 
reared  in  that  faith  in  the  old  country,  and  they  were  among  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Union  Corners.  They  were  strong 
supporters  and  liberal  givers  to  its  work  and  maintenance  and  in  the 
handsome  new  church  edifice  which  was  dedicated  on  February  28,  1915, 
their  son  John  has  placed  a  memorial  window  as  a  token  of  his  love  to 
his  parents  and  of  their  active  influence  in  building  up  this  church.  The 
Lutheran  Clini-fli  at  Union  Cornc-vs  was  organized  in  1866,  and  its  com- 
pli'tc  Miriiilio-sliip  at  that  tinir  comprised  Peter  Scheid,  John  Scharer, 
John  Siiiitli.  Henry  Ran,  Philip  Sehnell,  Jacob  Schnell,  Jacob  Nicholas, 
William  Hart,  Henry  Zorn,  Jacob  Bauer,  Ernest  Brown,  and  their  re- 
spective families.  The  first  church  was  built  in  1868,  and  for  half  a 
century  it  has  been  one  of  the  important  centers  of  Lutheran  church 
people  in  Erie  County. 

In  the  family  of  John  and  Caroline  Scharer  there  were  seven  chil- 
dren :  Jacob,  now  deceased ;  John ;  William ;  Carl,  deceased ;  Caroline ; 
Elizabeth ;  and  Johanna,  deceased.  Three  of  these  died  as  children,  and 
those  still  living  are  all  married. 

John  Scharer  after  reaching  manhood  was  married  on  a  farm  ad- 
joining his  own  to  Miss  Hannah  Bachmann.  Mrs.  Scharer  was  born  on 
the  farm  whei-e  she  was  married  October  28,  1868,  grew  up  there  and 
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has  always  lived  within  a  few  stones'  throw  of  her  birthplace.  Her  par- 
ents were  John  and  ^laria  (Bauer)  Bachmann.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Hessen,  Germany,  and  her  mother  in  Wuertemberg  in  that  country,  and 
as  young  people  came  to  America  by  sailing  vessel,  locating  in  Erie 
County  during  the  decade  of  the  '50s.  They  grew  up  there,  married, 
and  after  that  event  worked  hard  for  a  number  of  years  in  order  to  get 
a  start  and  lay  the  foundations  for  home  and  family.  Mr.  Bachmann 
finalFy  bought  sixty-five  acres,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  by  pur- 
cliiisi'  Iwcnty-fiulit  arres  and  later  thirty-three  acres,  and  tliis  land,  all 
ad.jdiniiiu-  anil  in  niic  l)ody  he  developed  into  an  cMinriii  larnr before 
hi>s  ilralli,  wliirh  n.'ciiTed  August  15,  1884.  He  was  ilin,  loily-live  years 
of  age,  and  thon<;li  taken  away  piviriatiii-ely.  bad  aee,,ni|,lislied  a  great 
deal  to  make  his  innnc  )-es|ieeie,i  and  ivmi'mlieivd  by  liis  (lese.nidants.  His 
widow  died  in  liM),')  al  llie  a^,:e  nf  si\ly-live.  Tlu'v  wei-i'  ani(in'_;  the  char- 
ter members  of  the  Union  Corners  Lutheran  Church,  in  wliieli  lie  serwd 
as  a  deacon  for  many  years.     Mrs.  Scharer  was  one  of  se\ei-al  eliildren. 

John,   Mary,   Elizabeth   and   itinnie   are   still  living,    while    sister. 

Catherine,  died  after  her  marriage,  and  other  children  died  when  (|Hite 
young. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Scharer  have  a  happy  household  eirele.  Their 
son  Albert,  who  is  now  employed  with  one  of  the  electric  railway  lines 
at  Sandusky,  married  Dora  Jasper,  and  has  two  children  named  Marga- 
ret and  Bernice.  Laura  is  the  wife  of  Lloyd  Hart,  and  they  live  on  a 
good -farm  in  INIilan  Township  and  have  twd  eliildren.  Alverna  and 
Vesta.  Meta,  now  twenty  years  of  age,  reeeixcd  lier  edueatinn  in  the 
public  schools  and  is  living  at  home;  Nornui  is  eigliteen  >cats  of  age  and 
is  also  at  home.  John,  aevd  sixleeii,  is  a  bright  and  aniliitinns  student 
still  attending  the  loeal  -elKMils,  while  the  youngest.  Lester,  is  twelve 
years  of  age  and  is  alsn  a  si'iKMillioy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seharer  and  their 
family  have  all  been  continued  as  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  republican. 

Henry  J.  Kelley.  The  youngest  man  ever  elected  to  the  Board  of 
County  Commissioners  in  Erie  County  is  Henry  J.  Kelley,  who  was  not 
•  [uite  twenty-seven  years  old  when  that  honor  was  paid  him,  and  who 
is  still  giving  much  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  duties  and  respon 
sibilities  of  this  office.  There  is  perhaps  no  better  known  citizen  of 
Erie  County  than  Henry  J.  Kelley,  and  he  is  a  splendid  representative 
of  the  yonnu  and  \  ii;orous  type  of  busiix'ss  men,  farmers  and  citizens. 
He  has  lar^e  |H,^sessinns  in  the  agrienltni'al  district  of  the  count.y,  and 
also  cari'ies  im  a  eiinsiderable  business  as  a  dealer  in  sand.  His  home  is 
in  Rlilan.  In  that  township  he  has  spent  most  of  his  life,  was  graduated 
from  the  Milan  High  School,  graduated  in  1907  from  the  Cleveland 
University  School,  and  for  one  year  was  a  student  in  Cornell  Uniwi- 
sity.  Mr.  Kelley  is  one  of  the  ablest  athletes  who  ever  went  from  Erie 
County  into  the  larger  circles  of  collegiate  and  university  sports.  At 
(/orncll  he  made  a  great  reputation  on  the  football  team,  and  has  been 
a  follower  of  clean  and  wholesome  sport  since  boyhood.  He  is  essen- 
tially a  student,  particularly  in  the  lines  of  applied  science  and  politics. 
When  only  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  was  elected  trustee  of  Milan 
Township  and  resigned  from  his  first  term  in  order  to  accept  the  nomi- 
nation for  county  commissioner.  He  is  a  natural  leader  of  men,  and 
l)olitics  is  a  natural  element  for  him.  His  large  portly  stature  and  com- 
manding figure,  furnishing  a  picture  of  rugged  health,  a  vigorous  mind 
in  a  vigorous  body,  have  had  much  to  do  with  his  ability  to  make  prog- 
ress in  business  and  politics.  Commissioner  Kelley  has  the  franl<,  open 
and  geinal  nature  and  tliorouiili  honesty  which  gcmerates  eonlid(<nce 
wherev<'r  he  goes.     Ever  since  ednnnii-  to  \'ears  of  nuinhood  he  lias  lieeii 
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a  leader  in  the  republican  party  of  Erie  County.  Nominally  ilr.  Kelley 
is  a  fanner,  owns  a  substantial  property  near  Milan,  though  other  affairs 
have  taken  so  much  of  his  time  that  it  has  become  necessaiy  to  rent  his 
valualilc  jflace  and  give  over  its  cultivation  to  others.  Among  other 
intci'ists  hr  handles  cnal  and  has  established  a  successful  business. 

.Ml-.  Krllry  \\,is  liorn  in  Milan  September  17,  1888,  and  has  many 
intfi'istiiiu  irhiti(iiislii;)s  with  some  of  the  older  families  of  Erie  County. 
His  pariiits  were  Frank  and  Ora  Ann  (Williams)  Kelley.  His  father 
was  born  in  Erie  County,  December  2,  1855,  and  the  name  of  his  parents 
was  Streeter,  and  they  died  and  left  him  an  orphan,  and  when  twenty 
months  of  age  he  was  adopted  and  took  the  name  of  Capt.  Henry 
Kelley.  Captain  Kelley  was  one  of  the  fine  old  figures  in  early  Erie 
County.  He  was  born  near  Rochester,  New  Y'ork,  iMarch  1,  1816,  and 
was  himself  orphaned  when  a  child  and  grew  up  to  the  trades  of  ship 
carpenter  and  builder.  He  came  to  Milan  when  that  village  was  one  of 
the  greatest  ship  building  centers  in  America.  Later  he  became  promi- 
nent as  a  lake  captain,  and  was  master  of  the  Surprise,  the  Monsoon, 
the  Minot,  the  Mitchell,  the  Day  Spring,  and  other  boats  that  helped  to 
handle  the  great  grain  cargoes  that  went  out  of  the  port  of  Huron. 
From  1831  for  thirty  years  he  was  a  sailor  and  master  of  boats  on  Lake 
Erie,  keeping  his  home  in  Milan,  where  he  spent  his  later  years  in 
quiet  retirement  and  died  in  1903  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  He  was 
a  wealthy  and  prominent  citizen,  served  the  village  as  mayor,  and  also 
served  as  county  commissioner  for  one  term.  He  was  first  a  whig  and 
later  a  republican  in  polities.  Captain  Kelley  married  Betsey  Jones, 
who  was  of  Welsh  familv.     She  died  in  Milan  some  vears  before  her 


Prank  Kelley,  under  the  direction  of  his  foster  parents,  was  given 
a  substantial  education  in  Milan  and  in  the  Oberlin  Business  College. 
He  took  up  a  career  as  a  farmer  and  was  also  interested  in  \,iiiiiiis 
business  matters  at  ililan.  He  has  long  occupied  a  subst:iiiti:il  pLiee 
in  the  community,  and  owns  and  occupies  one  of  the  most  eouiuiudious 
homes  of  the  village,  having  acciunulated  a  substantial  fortune  through 
his  long  continued  work  as  a  farmer  and  business  man.  On  May  30, 
1877,  in  Milan  Township,  Frank  Kelley  married  Ora  Ann  Williams. 

The  Williams  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  in  Erie 
County.  Ora  Ann  Williams  was  born  on  her  father's  farm  near  Milan, 
March  3,  1856,  and  died  June  23,  1907.  She  was  a  woman  of  splendid 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  and  performed  nobly  every  relationship 
imposed  upon  her  as  daughter,  wife  and  mother.  Her  father  is  the 
venerable  John  L.  Williams,  who  is  now  almost  a  century  old  and  is 
pas.sing  his  rapidly  declining  years  in  the  Kelley  home  at  Milan.  John 
L.  Williams  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  November  4,  1816,  a  son 
of  Daniel  and  Catherine  (Harney)  Williams.  The  parents  were  born 
and  reared  and  married  in  Center  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  after 
four  children  were  born  to  them  there  they  set  out  in  1813  and  became 
pioneers  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  loeatiiig  in  the  wilderness  of  Perry 

Township,  where  the  fatliei'  I'.islii d  ;i  enliin  out  of  the  logs  from  fresh 

cut  trees  on  the  site,  ami  sl.irteil  his  iiiii)i-ovements  on  the  land  among 
the  Indians  and  surrounded  1).\'  the  dense  forest  filled  with  wild  game 
of  all  kinds.  John  L.  Williams  was  the  second  white  child  born  in  that 
township.  After  he  and  the  other  children  were  partly  grown,  Daniel 
Williams  moved  and  pushed  into  the  new  lands  at  Milan  Township  and 
Erie  County.  He  came  here  during  the  '20s  and  secured  a  fine  prop- 
erty two  miles  east  of  Milan  Village.  That  farm  is  still  owned  by  his 
descendants.  Daniel  Williams  improved  the  land,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  died  there  at  the  home  of  their  son  John,  Daniel  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.     They  now  lie  side 
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by  side  in  the  old  Milan  cemetery,  where  many  of  their  descendants 
are  also  buried.  Daniel  Williams  and  wife  were  among  the  earliest 
members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  in  Erie  County,  and  had 
much  to  do  with  the  founding  and  upbuilding  of  that  denomination. 
John  L.  was  the  first  of  their  five  sons  and  seven  daughters  born  in 
Ohio.  All  of  them  are  now  deceased  except  John,  who  in  many  ways  is 
a  most  remarkable  centenarian.  His  descendants  and  other  members  of 
younger  generations  can  have  only  admiration  and  wonder  at  the  tre- 
mendous work  he  was  able  to  do  in  his  time  in  improving  the  large  farm 
which  he  has  subsequently  donated  to  other  members  of  the  family. 
He  remained  active  and  vigorous  until  past  eighty  years  of  age,  and 
even  after  that  was  found  almost  daily  working  in  his  garden  and  per- 
forming other  chores.  He  has  reached  a  fullness  of  years  such  as  seldom 
is  bestowed  upon  mortal  men,  and  by  all  is  honored  for  his  upright 
character  and  will  bear  the  love  and  veneration  of  his  large  circle  of 
friends  and  family  to  the  grave.  He  has  voted  the  republican  ticket 
ever  since  that  pai-ty  was  organized.  In  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  John 
L.  Williams  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Peter  Pittenger.  She  was 
born  in  Perry  Township  of  Wayne  County,  near  the  old  Williams  home 
in  1824,  and  died  at  Milan  in  1891.  Like  her  husband,  she  possessed 
a  large  list  of  old  time  friends  and  neighbors,  and  some  of  them  survive 
to  mourn  her  loss. 

To  the  marriage  of  Frank  Kelley  and  wife  were  born  a  son  and  a 
daughter:  Henry  J.  and  I^essie  May.  Miss  Bessie  I\Iay  is  a  highly 
educated  and  cultured  young  woman.  She  graduated  from  the  Milan 
Iligli  Scliool  and  from  Oberlin  College,  took  normal  training  in  the  Ypsi- 
lanti  (Michigan)  Normal,  gained  a  life  certificate  as  a  teacher,  and  for 
several  years  taught  in  Michigan.  She  is  a  musician  and  artist,  and 
some  of  her  delicate  and  faithful  pictures  adorn  the  beautiful  Kelley 
home. 

Commissioner  Kelley  also  has  a  wife  and  family.  He  was  married 
at  Norwalk  to  Miss  Helen  G.  Harrington.  She  was  born  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  April  28,  1889,  was  reared  and  received  her  education  in  Nor- 
walk, and  is  a  young  woman  of  many  qualities  of  social  leadership  and 
interested  in  the  various  social  programs  of  Milan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelley 
have  a  daughter,  Jean  Elizabeth,  born  October  26,  1911.  The  family 
are  members  of  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Kelley  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Lamb)  Harrington,  who  now  make  their 
home  at  ]\Iilan,  Mr.  Harrington  being  connected  with  the  American 
Publishing  Company  of  Norwalk. 

WiiJ.iAAr  11.  P.KrTPX.  In  Erie  County  as  elsewhere  the  day  of  the 
loose  faniiiii'.:  umiIioiIs  has  almost  passed,  farming  is  now  both  a  prac- 
tical and  SI  iriitiilc  liusiness,  and  many  of  the  most  successful  are  pursuing 
it  according  lu  the  intensive  methods,  making  one  acre  grow  what  the 
old-fashioned  farmer  produced  on  two  or  three  acres.  There  is  probably 
no  better  and  practical  illustration  of  this  new  era  in  agricultural  enter- 
prise than  is  furnished  by  tlie  firm  of  Beutel  Brothers,  farmers  and 
stock  raisers  in  Milan  Township. 

These  brothers'  are  sturdy  young  Germans,  and  in  the  course  of 
twenty  years  have  developed  a  business  which  is  an  object  of  pride  to 
the  entire  township  and  would  compare  favorably  in  management  and 
lii-oduclivcness  with  any  of  the  larger  industrial  and  business  concerns 
of  the  county.  The  partners  are  Carl  G.  and  William  H.  Beutel.  Their 
fine  farm  is  located  on  the  main  road  between  Sandusky  and  Milan,  and 
another  valuable  feature  is  the  convenience  of  their  farm  to  the  line  of 
the  electric  intorurbnn  rnad.  These  brothers  have  accumulated  211  acres 
of  land.     11   is  the  fin.'  soil   with  "'Odd  bottom,  and  thev  have  invested  a 
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large  amount  of  iiiouey  iu  under-draining.  They  have  two  complete  sets 
of  farm  buildings,  and  one  of  their  barns  is  not  surpassed  in  size  and 
convenience  of  arrangement  in  the  entire  township.  This  barn  stands 
on  a  basement  foundation  40  by  70  feet.  The  Beutel  Brothers  believe  in 
efficiency  and  have  equipped  this  barn  according  to  the  results  of  their 
own  experience  so  as  to  furnish  the  promptest  and  most  satisfactory 
results.  They  handle  the  various  details  of  their  farm  in  the  same  way 
that  a  competent  factory  owner  would  get  the  best  results  from  his  men 
and  machinery. 

It  was  in  1894  that  the  Beutel  Brothers  started  as  farmers  and 
stock  raisers  in  this  community,  beginning  with  onlj'  a  nucleus  of  theii" 
present  handsome  estate.  They  first  bought  forty-two  acres,  later  added 
forty  acres,  and  in  1906  purchased  127  acres  adjoining.  Their  land  is 
capable  of  growing  every  crop  suited  to  this  soil  and  climate,  and  in 
the  past  year  their  fields  of  wheat,  thirty-seven  acres,  have  produced 
about  forty  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  the  yield  of  oats  has  been  about 
fifty  bushels  to  the  acre.  They  also  grow  corn,  and  have  meadows  of 
haj'  and  clover.  They  employ  the  rotation  plan  of  crop  management, 
and  every  few  years  a  field  that  has  grown  corn  or  other  cereal  is  planted 
in  clover  in  order  to  restore  the  richness  of  the  soil.  Both  the  brothers 
are  also  practical  stock  i-aisers,  and  each  year  feed  up  a  large  herd  of 
steers,  keep  a  number  of  cows,  about  100  head  of  sheep  and  some  hogs. 
Practically  every  bushel  of  grain  and  every  pound  of  forage  crop  raised 
on  tlu'ir  fields  is  fed  in  their  own  barn  lot,  and  they  are  constantly 
building  up  their  place  and  it  is  getting  more  valuable  every  .year, 
whether  measured  from  a  standpoint  of  money  value  per  acre  or  from 
fertility. 

The  Beutel  Brothers  were  both  born  in  Wuertemberg,  Germany. 
Carl  G.  was  born  in  1865,  and  his  brother  William  Henry  was  born  in 
1874.  They  grew  up  and  received  their  education  according  to  the 
German  standards  and  practices,  and  the  first  of  them  to  come  to 
America  was  William  H.,  who  made  the  journey  across  the  ocean  and 
located  in  Erie  County  in  1891.  Later  in  the  same  year  his  brother 
Carl  G.  and  their  sister  Amelia  and  their  father,  Christian  Beutel,  like- 
wise came  to  this  country.  Christian  Beutel  died  in  Erie  County  in 
1909,  when  seventy-four  years  of  age.  He  was  a  baker  by  trade,  had 
followed  that  occupation  in  Germany,  and  his  son  Carl  G.  had  also  been 
trained  along  the  same  lines.  William  II.  learned  the  trade  of  butcher, 
and  that  was  his  means  of  self-support  after  coming  to  America  prior  to 
embarking  in  his  present  business  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  The 
sister  Amelia  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred  Ruff,  an  engineer  living  at  San- 
dusky. The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  Germany  in  1889  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight.  Her  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Bauer.  All  the 
famil.y  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  the  sons  are  democrats, 
and  their  father  adhered  to  the  same  political  faith. 

C.  YicTOE  Turner.  When  a  citizen  of  any  community  has  lived  to 
the  age  of  more  than  three  score  and  ten  years,  maintaining  through  all 
vicissitudes  an  unblemished  character,  faithfully  meeting  the  obligations 
incident  to  his  lot  and  discharging  with  manly  fidelity  the  duties  incum- 
bent upon  him  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  it  is  eminently  appropriate 
that  the  story  of  his  career  be  placed  in  enduring  form.  The  foregoing 
lines  apply  with  obvious  pertinence  to  C.  Victor  Turner,  of  Milan  Town- 
ship, who  as  soldier,  citizen  and  agriculturist  is  entitled  to  the  good  will 
and  esteem  of  the  people  of  his  community,  among  whom  he  has  lived 
and  labored  for  so  many  years. 

^Ir.  Turner  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  old  Turner  homestead  in 
M\\»u  Towi'sliip,  a  part  of  which  property  he  still  occupies.  November 
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20,  1843,  iiiid  is  a  snn  (if  Alviii  aud  Sophia  (Carpenter)  Turner,  liis 
grandfather  was  I'etiM'  ']'m-iier,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  moved  as  a 
young  man  to  ^M^iss.ichus.tts,  and  later,  as  an  early  pioneer,  to  Victor, 
Ontario  County,  New  York.  Alviu  Turner  was  born  at  Stockhridge, 
Massachusetts,  and  as  a  boy  was  taken  to  Victor,  New  York,  where  he 
resided  until  1835.  In  that  year,  deciding  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the 
West,  he  mounted  his  horse  and  traveled  across  the  country  to  Ohio, 
uliere,  in  company  with  his  brother,  Benjamin  D.,  he  purchased  344 
aci'is  of  land,  along  each  side  of  the  Huron  and  Milan  Road,  in  ililan 
Township,  paying  therefor  at  the  rate  of  $12  per  acre.  This  land  was 
hut  partly  improved,  but  the  brothers  settled  down  to  its  cultivation  and 
continued  to  operate  it  as  partners  until  the  death  of  Benjamin  D. 
Turner.  At  that  time  one-half  of  the  property  was  deeded  to  his  widow 
by  Alvin  Turner,  who  took  over  the  management  of  the  other  half  and 
continued  as  its  owner  until  his  death  in  1865.  He  was  an  industrious, 
thrifty,  painstaking  and  progressive  farmer,  practical  in  his  views  yet 
Iiossessed  of  the  courage  to  try  new  methods,  and  out  of  his  labors  won 
a  satisfying  success.  He  improved  his  land  in  numerous  ways,  and  his 
substantial  farm  buildings  included  a  large  and  well  etiuipped  barn  and 
a  brick  house  of  modern  construction  and  attractive  appearance.  When 
he  came  to  Ohio  it  was  as  a  bachelor,  but  in  1844  he  was  married  in 
Milan  Township  to  a  young  Quakeress.  Sophia  Carpenter,  who  was  born 
ill  Westchester  County,  New  York,  who  had  been  brought  as  a  child  to 
Ohio.  She  was  born  1807  and  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-tive 
years,  in  the  faith  of  the  Episcn(iMl  Church,  which  she  and  her  husband 
liad  supported  in  their  decliniii;  \.;ii^.  Mr.  Turner  was  active  in  the 
coiincils  of  the  democratic  ]):iity,  uhlnMiiih  his  only  interest  in  public 
life  was  that  taken  by  a  public-spirited  citizen.  There  were  three  sons 
in  the  family,  all  of  whom  became  soldiers  during  the  Civil  war :  ilai'tiii 
v.,  C.  Victor  and  George  V.  Martin  V.  Turner  was  engaged  in  farming 
until  the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  and  served  for  some  months  in 
Company  C,  Eighty-eightli  Regiment,  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
when  his  services  were  completed  returned  to  his  agricultural  pursuits, 
lie  died  at  the  Soldiers'  Iloiiie  at  Sandusky,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years,  leaving  two  .sons.  George  V.  Turner  was  for  two  years  a  member 
of  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Regiment,  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  while  serving  on  the  skirmish  line  in  front  of  Atlanta, 
was  shot  through  the  lungs,  two  of  his  ribs  being  knocked  loo^e  from 
his  spinal  column.  Although  apparently  mortally  wounded,  lie  was 
taken  to  the  hospital,  made  a  (|nick  recovery  and  was  paroled  to  his  home, 
and  after  a  few  niinillis  was  sni'liiirntly  well  to  rejoin  his  regiment  at  the 
front.  He  was  IkiikhmIiIv  discli.-iiLLvd  at  the  close  of  the  war  and  returned 
to  his  home  where  he  carried  on  farming  pur.suits  until  his  retirement, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  living  at  the  Old  Soldiers'  Home,  at  San- 
dusky. He  has  been  the  father  of  iive  children,  of  whom  three  are  living. 
One  of  his  sons,  Alvin  Turner,  was  a  marine  on  the  battleship  Oregon. 
(lie  flagship  of  the  Pacific  fleet,  at  the  time  of  the  Boxer  troubles  in 
China,  in  which  he  met  his  death,  his  body  being  returned  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, California,  and  interred  in  the  National  Cemetery.  Another  of  his 
sons,  Prank  Turner,  has  bci'ii  in  the  riiitcd  States  Army  for  sixteen 
years,  participated  in  the  war  with  the  i'liilipjiincs,  and  now  has  head- 
quarters at  Peiisacola,  Ploriila.  On  the  Soldiers'  Monument  at  Sandusky. 
on  the  roll  ol'  the  heroes  who  fought  in  defense  of  liberty,  ai-e  to  li"  found 
the  names  of  Martin  V.,  C.  Victor  and  Geoi'ge  V.  Turner. 

C.  Victor  Turner  was  reared  and  educated  in  Erie  County,  attend- 
ing the  district  and  normal  schools,  and  when  Imt  eighteen  years  of  age, 
July  22,  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  M.  First  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  as  a 
private,  Capt.  IT.  J.  Bly,  Col.  C.  P.  Hawley.     The  regiment  went  first 
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to  Covington,  Kentucky,  where  it  was  in  defense  of  Cincinnati  untn 
February,  1864,  when  the  command  was  transferred  to  Knoxville,  Ten- 
nessee, in  defense  of  the  railroads  in  that  state.  While  Mr.  Turner 
expi'vinicid  iniiiuM'diis  li;n'i!sliips  during  his  army  life,  he  never  saw 
lieavy  ii._;li ;  iii^',  iind  rcfiii'iud  to  his  home  safely  after  receiving  his 
honoralilc  ilisdiaryv  at  tlu'  clnse  of  the  war  at  Knoxville,  being  mustered 
out  of  the  service  at  Camp  Dennison.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  at  the  present  time  is  the  owner 
of  100  acres  of  very  desirable  land,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  improved  with  np-tn-dat.'  l)uildings  and  other  improvements.  His 
operations  have  bci'ii  siicicssful,  for  he  has  brought  to  his  labor  industry, 
intelligence  and  well-diicctcd  energy,  and  today  he  is  considered  one  of 
the  substantial  men  of  his  community.  Always  a  democrat  in  his  politi- 
cal views,  Mr.  Turner  has  been  active  in  his  party's  interests.  He  has 
at  various  times  been  a  delegate  to  eoi;nty,  judicial  and  congressional 
conventions,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  commissioners  for 
Erie  County  in  1883  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  three  years.  His 
reputation  among  those  with  whom  he  has  had"  transaction  is  that  of 
an  honorable  and  upright  man,  reliable  in  liis  dealings  and  faithful  in 
all  his  engagements. 

Mr.  Turner  was  married  in  1873,  in  Pluron  Township,  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Rhoda  A.  Hardy,  who  was  born  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
January  16,  1851,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  that  county  until 
she  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  since  which  time  she  has  resided  in  Huron 
and  :\lilan  T(iwiis!ii])s.  Krie  County.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Katliariiic  i  Whit  iii\- >  Hardy,  natives  of  Binghamton,  New  York,  who 
had  comi'  as  children  with  their  respective  parents  to  Lorain  County, 
and  lived  in  Camd<Mi  'I'dwnsliiji  as  fat-inci-s  all  their  lives.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs. 
Hardy  spent  some  twelve  yiars  in  Kv'w  Cdunty  and  then  returned  to 
Lorain  County,  wherr  their  parents  had  dii-d,  and  where  they,  too,  passed 
a\vay,  both  past  sixty  years  and  in  the  faith  of  the  Christian  Church. 

To  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Turner  there  has  been  born  one  son:  Wade  H., 
born  in  1876,  who  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  and  at  Oberlin 
College,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a  farmer,  at  present  operating  the 
home  farm  and  residing  with  his  parents.  He  married  Miss  Dora  jMoore, 
of  Milan  Township,  and  they  have  five  children :  Alvin  M.,  eight  years 
old  and  attending  school ;  Ella  M.,  who  is  six  years  old  and  also  a  pupil ; 
Grace  A.,  aged  four  years;  and  Claud  and  Clark,  twins,  aged  eighteen 
months. 

William  :\1(ilt.  Erie  County  has  no  better  source  of  supply  for  tine 
liakery  products  than  the  Molt  establishment  at  ^lilan.  William  Molt 
is  a  practical  and  scientifie  baker,  and  an  excellent  hnsiness  man  as  well, 
and  at  ]\Iilan,  which  has  been  his  home  for  almut  twenty  years,  he  has 
conducted  and  built  up  an  enterprise  which  is  a  eicdit  tn  that  village. 

His  success  has  all  been  made  since  he  came  to  America  a  poor  boy 
about  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  He  was  born  in  Wuertemberg, 
Germany,  June  21,  1870.  In  the  same  locality  where  he  was  born  both 
his  parents  and  his  grandparents  lived  and  died.  His  grandfather  was 
a  farmer.  William  Molt  is  a  son  of  John  and  Maggie  (Weiler)  Molt. 
His  mother's  father  was  George  Weiler,  who  had  a  i^ejiutation  in  that 
section  of  Germany  as  a  flour  miller.  His  son  (leofuv  \\'ei]er  served  in 
the  German  Revolution  of  1848,  and  was  so  s.Micly  injured  that  he 
died  soon  after  his  discharge.  All  these  fandlies  were  ehiselj'  identified 
with  the  German  laitheran  Church.  John  Molt  died  in  Germany  at  the 
age  of  sevent\ -thier,  ,ind  his  wife  at  the  age  of  fifty.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  sm.s  and  two  daughters.  Four  of  the  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter came  to  the  Cnited  States. 
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William  ilolt  came  to  this  country  with  his  brother  Jacob  in  com- 
pany with  their  vmcle  Charles  Molt.  They  emigrated  in  1887,  starting 
from  Bremen  and  making  an  unusually  quick  passage  for  those  days, 
only  six  days  and  six  hours  elapsing  from  the  time  they  left  Bremen 
until  they  arrived  in  New  York  City.  From  there  they  came  on  to 
Cleveland,  lived  in  that  city  for  about  seven  years,  and  the  uncle  then 
moved  out  to  Wayne  County,  Illinois,  where  he  is  still  living  on  his 
farm  and  has  a  wife  and  children.  Later  two  other  Molt  brothers  came 
to  this  country,  Fred  and  John.  Fred  became  a  farmer  and  is  now 
living  in  the  State  of  Oregon  and  has  a  family.  John  located  in  Chicago, 
and  for  six  or  eight  months  was  employed  in  a  sausage  factory,  and 
while  engaged  in  that  work  accidentally  fell  into  a  vat  containing  boiling 
water  and  died  as  a  result  of  injury.  He  left  a  widow  and  four  children 
back  in  Germany,  where  his  widow  still  lives.  Jacob  Molt,  who  came 
with  his  brother  William  to  this  country,  died  while  working  at  Norwalk, 
Ohio,  and  was  still  unmarried. 

In  1893  AVilliam  Jlolt  came  to  Milan.  As  a  boy  back  in  Germany 
he  had  learned  the  trade  of  baker  in  the  fine  old  university  Town  of 
Goeppingen,  and  worked  as  a  journeyman  while  living  in  Cleveland  for 
seven  years.  On  going  to  Milan  he  bought  a  small  bakeshop  and  has 
since  employed  his  own  technical  ability  as  a  baker  and  his  business 
judgment  to  build  up  and  extend  his  enterprise  to  one  of  the  best  in 
Erie  County.  ■  The  output  of  his  ovens  include  about  2,500  loaves  of  bread 
I'ach  week  and  a  large  variety  of  other  bakery  products,  which  have  a 
wide  sale  and  are  recognized  as  standard  goods  of  the  class.  Mr.  Molt's 
liiisiiicss  is  eondiicted  in  a  large  and  prominent  block,  with  a  frontage 
of  .■)!  1  .J  feet  and  70  feet  in  depth.  Half  of  his  store  is  fitted  up  as  an 
icf  cream  parlor.  Another  branch  of  his  business  is  the  hanclling  oF 
flour  and  feed,  and  he  also  has  a  shelf  loaded  with  a  supply  of  sundry 
groceries.  This  block  was  formerly  known  as  the  Andrews  Block,  but 
after  ilr.  Molt  came  into  possession  of  it  he  remodeled  it  and  it  is  now 
known  as  the  Molt  Block. 

in  Milan  Village  Mr.  Molt  married  Miss  Augusta  Colluian.  She  was 
born  in  Milan,  grew  up  and  received  her  education  there  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Herman  and  Louisa  (King)  CoUman.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Wuertemberg  and  her  mother  in  Bavaria.  Her  mother  came  to  this 
country  with  h^r  parents  when  she  was  thirteen  years  of  age  and  they 
located  in  Huron,  where  she  was  reared  and  lived  until  her  marriage. 
Her  grandfather,  Ernst  King,  went  out  to  California  following  the  dis- 
covery of  gold  on  the  Pacific  Coast  during  1849-50,  and  was  never  heard 
of  again.  Within  less  than  a  year  his  wife  had  died  of  grief  because  of 
his  absence.  Herman  CoUman  and  wife  were  married  in  Milan,  and  he 
was  a  ship  and  house  carpenter  by  trade,  and  died  during  the  winter 
oi  1897  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  His  widow  passed  away  March  U, 
1915,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  They  were  members  of  the  Lutheraii 
Church  and  he  was  a  republicau  in  politics.  There  were  ten  ciiildren  in 
the  Collman  family,  including  Fred,  George,  Mrs.  ;\lolt,  Louis,  John 
anil  Mark.    John  and  Mark  are  still  unmarried. 

Mr.  and  ^Irs.  iMolt  take  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  the  I'rcsln  - 
terian  Church  at  Milan.  In  local  affairs  his  name  has  been  usefully  and 
influentially  associated  with  the  village  for  a  number  of  years.  He  has 
serv(>d  as  a  member  of  the  water  board  and  is  now  on  the  city  council. 
Politically  he  votes  with  the  republican  organization.  The  principles 
and  benefits  of  fraternalism  have  always  appealed  to  Mr.  Molt,  and  he 
is  identified  with  several  of  the  older  and  standard  organizations.  He  is 
affiliated  with  Lodge  Xo.  2:59  of  the  Masons,  with  the  Royal  -Arch  Chapter 
\o.  i:i5  at  Milan,  with  the  Council  No.  24  R.  &  S.  M.  and  with  th(> 
Knight  Templar  Commanderv  .\'o.  IS  at  Norwalk.     lie  is  also  interested 
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in  the  Scottish  Rite  degrees  aud  belongs  to  the  Consistory  at  Toledo 
and  to  the  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  in  the  same  city.  In  Odd 
Fellowship  he  belongs  to  the  Lodge  at  ililan,  of  which  he  is  a  past  grand, 
and  to  the  Encampment  at  Norwalk.  Mr.  aiolt  is  also  a  meniliri-  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

Capt.  Hugh  Hastings.  Of  the  many  fine  characters  that  sailed  the 
Great  Lakes  it  is  doubtful  if  there  was  one  who  represented  a  better  type 
of  physical  manhood  and  thorough  manliness  than  the  late  Capt.  Hugh 
Hastings,  who  is  deserving  of  long  memory  in  Erie  County,  particularly 
at  Milan,  where  lie  lived  for  more  than  half  a  century  and  where  his 
widow  and  daughter  still  have  their  beautiful  home.  Captain  Hastings 
was  a  true  sailor,  and  life  on  the  water  was  to  him  a  delight  as  well  as 
a  profession.  He  lived  past  eighty  years,  and  to  the  last  retained  the 
splendid  physical  proportions  which  were  an  excellent  environment  for 
liis  sterling  character.  He  made  a  most  imposing  figure  on  the  bridge 
of  llie  vessels  which  he  commanded  on  Lake  Erie  for  mauj-  years,  and 
while  he  was  a  strict  disciplinarian  and  a  prompt  and  vigorous  executive, 
he  was  also  noted  for  liis  essential  kindliness  in  his  relations  with 
suboi-dinates. 

His  life  began  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  October  6,  1834,  and  came 
to  a  close  in  the  beautiful  home  at  Milan,  January  6.  1915.  His  father, 
Robert  Hastings,  was  of  an  old  Protestant  Scotch-Irish  family  of  Count.y 
Down.  The  splendid  physical  attributes  which  Captain  Hastings 
exemplified  were  more  or  less  characteristic  of  the  entire  family,  since 
most  of  them  were  large  in  build  ami  jiiiipoi-tions,  and  distinguished  for 
strength  of  body  and  mind.  Roliert  Hastings  married  a  native  of  his 
own  county  and  in  1840  the  little  family  set  oiit  for  the  United  States. 
The  voyage  was  made  on  a  slow  sailing  vessel,  and  from  New  Y^ork  they 
came  on  west  by  the  Hudson  River,  Brie  Canal  route  to  Buffalo,  and 
thence  in  a  small  boat  to  Huron  and  Milan.  At  that  time  Milan  was  the 
center  of  traffic  in  Northern  Ohio  for  the  grain  products  i-aised  in  the 
surrounding  agricultural  neighborhood,  and  was  also  one  of  the  prom- 
inent ship  building  centers  around  the  lake.  Besides  the  parents  there 
were  the  following  children  who  came  to  IMilan  fuU.y  seventy-five  years 
ago:  Jane,  Hugh,  James,  Robert,  Jr.,  and  Maria.  Two  others  were 
born  at  Milan,  William  and  Maggie.  All  these  are  now  living  except 
Jane  and  the  late  Captain  Hugh  and  all  of  them  married  and  had 
families  except  Robert,  Jr.  Robert  Hastings,  the  father,  after  coming  to 
Milan  acquired  a  few  acres  of  land,  and  followed  farming.  His  wife 
died  when  about  three  score  years  of  age  at  Huron.  The  father  later 
worked  on  the  lake  on  boats  captained  by  his  son,  and  at  his  death  was 
quite  an  old  man.  Robert  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  in  politics  he  was  a  republican. 

Capt.  Hugh  Hastings  grew  up  in  ]\Iilan,  acquired  his  education  there, 
and  from  early  childhood  all  his  desires  and  thoughts  were  of  a  sea- 
faring life.  While  a  child  back  m  liis  Irish  home,  which  was  close  to 
the  sea,  he  would  stand  for  hours  watching  the  vessels  that  sailed  by,  and 
this  early  longing  and  imagination  proved  the  dominating  influence  in 
his  life.  WHien  still  a  boy  he  gained  his  first  practical  experience  on 
lake  boats  and  when  hardly  past  twenty-one  was  master  of  a  vessel,  the 
Darian.  Later  he  became  captain  of  the  Jura,  the  Hyphen,  the  AMiaranlh 
and  others,  and  for  ten  years  was  in  command  of  several  vess.k  operati'd 
by  the  Valentine  Fries  Company.  After  more  than  forty  \ears  in  the 
lake  service  he  retired  in  1900,  and  there  was  no  veteran  mariner  on  the 
lake  who  had  a  better  record  for  efficiency,  for  safe  conduct  of  his  vessel 
and  cargoes,  and  for  all  i-ound  ability  as  a  seaman  than  Captain  Hast- 
ings.    In  lake  marine  circles  he  was  one  of  the  most   familiar  figures 
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aud  had  a  liost  of  friends  and  acquaintances  at  every  port  around  Lake 
Erie,  and  it  is  of  record  that  he  made  the  fastest  run  of  any  master 
between  the  ports  of  Toledo  and  Buffalo. 

In  the  meantime  his  home  for  a  great  many  years  had  been  at  Milan 
and  there  he  spent  the  months  when  lake  navigation  was  closed,  and 
lived  there  in  quiet  retirement  for  the  fifteen  years  before  his  death. 
His  wife,  while  he  was  away  engaged  in  his  duties,  put  up  the  beautiful 
home  in  which  she  now  resides.  This  is  a  twelve-room  modern  residence 
on  Center  Street,  and  is  located  on  the  same  lot  where  they  occupied  a 
small  cottage  after  their  marriage  more  than  fifty  years  ago.  For  ten 
years  Captain  Hastings  was  a  member  of  the  cemetery  board  at- Milan 
and  held  that  position  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  strong  repub- 
lican, a  Blue  Lodge  ilason  with  I\Iilan  Lodge  239,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  had 
maintained  that  affiliation  since  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

At  the  Village  of  Milan  September  23,  1864,  Capt.  Hugh  Hastings 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Edridge.  She  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Ohio. 
seventy-four  yeai»s  ago,  but  was  reared  and  educated  at  ililan,  and  had 
taught  school  before  her  marriage.  She  is  a  VvOmau  of  thorough  culture, 
and  for  a  long  period  of  years  has  been  devoted  to  home  and  family  and 
to  kindly  service  among  her  friends  and  the  community.  For  more 
tlian  half  a  century  her  home  has  been  on  one  lot  in  IMilan.  where  she 
and  Captain  Hastings  started  housekeeping  in  a  small  cnltnL;.'  nud  she 
still  owns  that  cottage.  She  has  other  valuable  propriix  inirivsts  in 
file  village.  Her  parents  were  Charles  and  Nancy  J.  (Latliiim  i  Ivlridge. 
llcr  father  was  born  in  Glouccslcrsliiic.  England,  about  the  yeai-  1810. 
and  \v:is  a  young  man  when  In'  iiiiiiiit;rated  to  the  United  States  and 
hx'ated  at  Norwalk  in  Huron  County,  (.)hio,  and  a  little  later  met  and 
married  his  wife  there.  She  was  a  native  of  New  London,  Connecticut, 
aud  had  been  brought  when  an  infant  to  Norwalk,  where  her  father  died 
not  long  afterwards,  and  the  widow  then  returned  to  Conneeticnt  and 
spent  the  rest  of  her  years  there.  Mrs.  Edridge  and  her  twin  sister 
subsequently  returned  to  Norwalk,  and  she  lived  there  until  her  marriage 
to  Mr.  Edridge,  after  which  they  lived  in  Huron  County  for  several 
years  and  then  made  their  home  in  Milan.  ]Mr.  Edridge  was  a  grocery 
merchant  at  IMilan  for  a  number  of  years  and  died  in  that  village  when 
nearly  fourscore  years  of  age.  His  widow  passed  away  some  years 
later  and  was  ninety-three  years  six  moutlis  old.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Hastings  had  a  brother  and 
sister.  Nelson  and. Mary,  who  were  twins.  Nelson  is  married  and  lives 
in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  while  Mary,  who  is  deceased,  was  the  widow 
of  Capt.  John  Coulter,  another  old  Lake  Erie  captain.  Of  the  Coulter 
children  there  are  two  living  daughters,  Fannie  and  Libby,  the  lattei' 
now  married.  Captain  Hastings  and  wife  had  only  one  daughter,  Carrie 
E.,  who  grew  up  in  JMilan,  received  good  advantages  in  the  schools,  and 
is  now  living  with  her  mother  in  their  beautiful  and  attractive  home. 

\Vn,Li.\M  J.  Smith.  In  the  fine  little  City  of  Huron  Mr.  Smith  has 
linilt  up  a  large  and  substantial  business  as  a  dealer  in  produce,  and  he 
has  made  a  specialty  of  the  buying  and  shipping  of  potatoes,  a  luvidnct 
for  which  this  favored  section  of  the  Buckeye  State  has  gained  high 
reputation. 

Mr.  Smith  takes  justifiable  i)ride  in  his  ancestral  history  and  is  a 
scion  of  a  family  that  was  early  founded  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  wh(>re 
his  paternal  grandparents  passed  their  entire  lives  and  where  his  father 
was  born  and  reared,  the  name  having  been  closely  and  successfully 
linked  witli  agricultural  enterprise  in  the  historic  Old  Dominion.  The 
grandparents  of  Mr.  Smith   attained  to  venerable  age.  both  were  eon- 
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sistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  they  were  residents  of 
Cvimberlaiid  County,  Virginia,  at  the  time  of  their  death. 

James  Smith,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Cum- 
berland County,  Virginia,  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  the  year  1855.  He  was  a  successful  planter 
and  was  the  owner  of  a  number  of  slaves,  these  having  been  given  by 
him  to  his  brother  Charles,  as  he  had  become  convinced  that  within  ten 
years  all  slaves  would  be  given  liberty,  a  i^ropheey  that  came  true  within 
the  decade  after  his  death.  He  personally  held  much  antipathy  to  the 
institution  of  slavery  but  in  a  degree  was  constrained  by  the  customs  of 
liis  native  state,  within  whose  gracious  borders  he  continued  to  reside 
until  the  close  of  his  life.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Lucy  Smith,  came  to  Ohio 
after  his  death  and  passed  the  closing  years  of  her  life  in  the  home  of 
her  son  Robert,  in  Medina  County,  where  she  died  at  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-four  yeai's  of  age,  her  earnest  religious  faith  having  been  that 
of  the  Baptist  Church.-  She  became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  attained  to  years  of  maturity,  the  eldest  of  the  number  having 
been  Rev.  Charles  Smith,  who  became  a  clergyman  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  who  was  a  resident  of  Kentucky  at  the  time  of  his  di'ath, 
one  son  and  one  daughter  surviving  him.  Robert,  whose  wife  is  deceased, 
is  still  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Medina  County,  and  with  him 
resides  his  brother  John,  who  is  a  bachelor.  William  J.,  of  this  sketcli, 
was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Dr.  Edward  Smith  became  a  successful 
physician  and  was  a  resident  of  Berea,  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
several  children  surviving  him.  Nancy,  who  is  the  widow  of  Frank  Peek, 
resides  at  Milan,  Erie  County,  and  has  one  son  and  one  daughter.  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Brasse,  of  Lorain  County,  and  they  have  one 
daughter, 

William  J.  Smith  was  born  on  the  old  home  place  in  Cumberland 
County,  Virginia,  There  he  was  reared  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
and  such  were  the  conditions  and  exigencies  of  time  and  place  that  he 
received  in  his  youth  practically  no  definite  school  advantages,  but  his 
alert  mentality  and  broad  and  varied  experience  in  later  years  having 
enabled  him  ett'ectually  to  overcome  this  educational  handicap. 

In  1866,  the  year  following  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Smith  pro- 
vided a  covered  army  wagon  and  a  team  of  horses,  and  with  this  prim- 
itive vehicle  he  transported  his  mother  and  most  of  his  brothers  and 
sisters  to  Ohio,  the  journey  having  covered  a  period  of  twenty-seven 
days  and  the  family  having  encamped  at  night  by  the  wayside,  while 
en  route  to  the  new  home.  Arriving  at  Union  Corners,  Erie  County, 
the  sons  soon  obtained  a  home  for  the  family  at  Page's  Corners,  and  Inter 
William  olitained  a  position  in  the  employ  of  Deacon  Scott,  under  wliose 
dii'eetion  he  acquired  his  first  specific  edncatinnal  training,  which  was 
later  .supplemented  by  his  attending  si-IuhiI  ,it  lici-ea,  Cuyahoga  County. 
For  many  days  he  carried  his  books  about  \vitli  him  when  possiljle,  and 
by  his  assiduous  application  in  otherwise  leisure  moments  he  finally 
acquired  a  fair  degree  of  scholastic  training. 

Since  the  year  1868  Mr.  Smith  has  been  a  grower  of  potatoes,  and 
in  the  initial  stage  of  his  enterprise  along  tliis  line  lie  ]>aid  two  cents  a 
pound  for  the  famous  old  Early  Rose  variety  nf  |iiit:il<ies,  his  first  crop 
having  brought  forth  a  splendid  increase  and  neltrd  hiiu  an  appreciable 
profit.  He  finally  extended  his  operations  by  engaging  in  the'buying  and 
shipping  of  potatoes,  and  with  this  branch  of  commercial  enterprise  he 
has  been  successfully  identified  for  many  years,  so  that  he  naturally 
pays  due  respect  to  the  humble  tuber  which  has  in  a  sense  been  the  basis 
of  his  prosperity.  His  operations  have  been  of  extensive  order  and  he 
has  gained  throughout  this  section  of  Ohio  the  familiar  and  significant 
sobriquet    of    "Potato    Smitli."    a    distinction    to   which    he    has    never 
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objci/ted  ill  the  least.  Mr.  Smith  handles  each  year  au  average  of  100 
cars  of  potatoes,  the  product  being  purchased  in  Erie  and  adjoining 
counties  and  then  shipped  to  the  leading  markets.  Mr.  Smith  maintains 
his  liouie  at  Huron,  and  is  Jjnown  and  honored  as  one  of  the  steadfast 
and  reliable  business  men  of  the  older  generation  in  Erie  County,  where 
his  circle  of  friends  is  limited  only  by  that  of  his  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  stalwart  and  well  fortified  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  republican  party,  takes  a  loyal  interest  in  public  affairs  of  a 
local  order  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  trustee  of  Huron 
Township.  He  is  an  ardent  temperance  man  and  his  example  is  well 
worthy  of  emulation,  for  he  has  never  taken  a  drink  of  spirituous-liquor 
and  never  chewed  or  smoked  tobacco.  He  is  one  of  the  most  genial. 
oi>1iiiiisfii-  and  coiiipaiiionable  of  men,  and  a  more  loyal  friend  has  never 
.•all-(l  Ini-  the  rricH.lship  of  others.  He  and  his  family  liold  membershi]) 
ill  the  I'resliyteiian  Chiircii. 

In  the  City  of  Sandusky,  this  county,  was  solemized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Smith  to  Miss  Louise  Woodward,  who  was  there  born  and  reared 
and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Edward  R.  and  Jane  (Stapleton)  Woodward, 
who  were  early  settlers  of  that  city,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
their  death,  Mr.  Woodward  having  been  for  many  years  in  charge  of 
the  oil  department  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  at 
that  point.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  four  sons,  all  of  whom  have  con- 
ferred honor  on  the  name  which  they  bear :  Edward  G.,  who  is  success- 
fully established  in  business  at  Madison,  Lake  County,  is  married  but 
has  no  children ;  William  J.  is  identified  with  the  sand  industry  at  San- 
dusky, is  married  but  has  no  children:  Harvey  W.,  who  remains  at  the 
parental  home,  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  produce  business  and 
is  ill!  eiiterpri.sing  and  popular  young  business  man  of  his  native  county  : 
Aiidicw  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  Huron,  where  he  has  a 
linel>-  e(|uiiq)ed  store  and  eaters  to  a  representative  trade:  he  married 
Miss  X'era  M.  Hart,  of  this  city,  and  they  have  a  daughter.  Vera  May. 

Henry  J.  Kisiiman.  Some  of  the  best  farms  in  Vermilion  Town- 
ship have  as  their  proprietors  people  either  of  German  birth  or  (iernian 
parentage.  No  element  has  been  of  greater  influence  and  benefit  as 
(ievel(i])ers  of  the  soil  and  as  good  citizens  in  Vermilion  Township  than 
the  jieople  of  the  fatherland.  The  Kishman  family  has  long  been  prom- 
inent in  Vermilion  Township,  and  one  of  its  representatives  is  Henry  J. 
Kishman. 

He  is  a  farmer  \vho  thoroughly  understands  his  business  and  has 
made  his  enterprise  not  only  profitable  to  himself  but  a  factor  in  the 
community  welfare.  He  owns  a 'fine  place  of  106  acres  in  Vermilion 
Township  on  Rural  Route  No.  2  out  of  Huron.  His  laud  is  nearly  all 
under  cultivation,  and  season  after  season  he  has  succeeded  in  grow- 
ing the  finest  of  crops  of  corn,  wheat,  oats  and  potatoes.  Among  other 
good  farm  buildings  he  has  a  substantial  twelve-room  house.  Mr.  Kish- 
man also  owns  foi-ty  acres  of  highly  improved  land  on  the  lake  shore  in 
the  same  township,  and  that  has  building  improvements,  including  a 
substantial  barn. 

On  tlie  first  farm  mentioned  Mr.  Kishman  has  had  his  home  steadily 
since  1889.  He  was  born  on  a  place  along  the  lake  shore  in  Vermilion 
Township  April  21,  1863,  and  as  a  boy  attended  school  in  subdistrict 
No.  :i.  His  parents  were  Werner  and  Eliza  (Lutz)  Kishman.  His 
father  was  born  in  Kurhessen,  Germany,  in  18-13.  and  when  a  young  man 
came  across  the  ocean  on  a  sailing  vessel  to  America,  locating  first  in 
Vermilion.  Erie  County,  there  learning  a  trade  as  blacksmith.  He  met 
and  married  in  Brownhelm,  Lorain  County,  Jfiss  Eliza  Lutz.  After 
their  marriage  they  moved  1o  the  farm  on  the  lake  shore  in  Vermilion 
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Township,  where  they  were  confronted  by  a  pioneei-  iiihininkii!'/  in  tiu' 
clearing-  and  developing  of  their  land.  There  the  wiiV  .umI  ni.iili.r  passed 
away  in  A23ril,  1896,  aged  fifty-six  years.  Werner  Kishiiniii  dird  at  tlie 
home  of  his  daughter  in  Sandusky  May  20,  1911,  when  iu  his  seventy- 
third  year.  He  was  a  democrat  in  politics,  and  served  in  local  offices  in 
his  home  township.  He  and  his  wife  were  continued  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church,  and  he  was  a  charter  meml)er  of  the  ]Mitte- 
wanga  German  Reformed  Church. 

Henry  J.  Kishnuin  was  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  six,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  married  and  still  live  iu  Erie  County. 
Mr.  Kishman  himself  was  married  in  Vermilion  Township  to  iliss 
Bertha  Reiber.  She  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  the  same  town- 
ship, and  is  the  daughter  of  John  Reiber,  long  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  here  of  German  birth  and  ancestiy.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kishman  are  three  in  number.  Catherine  like  her  brothers  acquired 
a  good  education  in  the  public  schools  and  is  still  at  home.  Wei-ner  is 
unmarried  and  is  an  active  farmer  on  his  father's  place.  John  is  still 
a  student  in  the  public  schools,  being  in  the  eighth  grade.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kishman  and  cbildi-en  are  all  members  of  the  German  Reformed  (Jhurcli, 
in  which  he  is  an  elder.  Politically  he  is  a  democrat.  He  and  his  wife 
have  taken  a  specially  active  part  in  church  affairs  and  they  are  people 
who  maintain  the  highest  standards  of  morality  and  do  all  they  can 
to  make  their  community  a  better  place  to  live  in. 

AViLLiAM  WiiEELOCK.  While  the  late  William  Wheelock  spent  only 
a  few  years  at  Milan,  where  he  died  November  27,  1897,  he  is  recalled 
by  a  great  many  people  here  as  a  pleasant  and  genial  gentleman,  a  .suc- 
cessful business  man,  and  Mrs.  Wheelock  is  still  identified  with  this 
interesting  Erie  County  town  and  has  increased  the  quality  of  respect 
and  esteem  which  are  associated  with  the  name.  In  many  ways  ^Irs. 
Wheelock  is  a  remarkable  woman,  and  like  her  brothers  and  sisters, 
possesses  a  thorough  business  ability,  and  is  still  active  in  mind  and 
body  and  is  well  informed  on  all  current  topics. 

The  late  AVilliaiii  AVlirdock  was  born  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
in  1830  and  was  six1  n-scvimi  years  of  age  when  he  passed  away.  His 
parents  were  Planning  and  Mabora  (Southwick)  Wheelock.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  while  his  mother  was  born  in  Mendon, 
Massachusetts,  and  of  the  fine  old  Massachusetts  stock  that  became 
prominent  as  bread  manufacturers.  Manning  Wheelock  some  years 
after  his  marriage  moved  to  Connecticut,  and  was  overseer  of  a  hirur 
farm  belonging  to  a  milling  company.  He  died  on  the  farm  and  he 
and  his  wife  were  both  buried  there  but  w'ere  subsequently  removed  to 
the  Enfield  Cemetery,  where  they  now  lie  side  by  side.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children  as  follows:  Harriet,  Daniel,  Manning,  William, 
John  and  Cynthia:  all  now  deceased.  All  are  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  Enfield,  Connecticut,  except  William,  who  is  interred  at  the  Ames 
Circle,  Saratoga,  New  York.  Daniel  Wheelock  has  one  .son  living  and 
he  resides  at  Thompsonville,  Connecticut,  where  he  lives  retired. 

On  the  old  Connecticut  farm  William  Wheelock  grew  to  manhood. 
Sul)siM|n(>ntly  going  to  Rockville,  Connecticut,  he  liecame  associated 
with  William  Skinner,  and  they  built  up  an  extensive  business  as  retail 
meat  dealers.  He  was  very  skillful  as  a  cutter  of  meat,  but  impaired 
health  finally  obliged  him  to  retire  froin  the  business,  and  for  a  time 
he  lived  at  Saratoga,  New  York.  From  there  he  moved  to  Minonk,  in 
Woodford  County,  Illinois,  and  took  the  management  of  a  large  store 
owned  by  his  brother-in-law.  Miner  T.  Ames,  one  of  the  extensive  coal 
operators  in  that  section  of  Illinois.     He  was  very  successful  in  manag- 
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iiii;'  this  coiiipany  store,  and  his  personal  popularity  added  not  a  little  to 
till'  iuvsIil:,-  iif  ^Ir.  Ames.  From  Illinois  ]\lr.  Wheelock  finally  removed 
to  -Milan.  ( )liiu.  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  days  there  somewhat  retired. 
He  was  an  ai;tive  republican  in  polities,  his  parents  were  orthodox 
Quakers,  while  he  was  himself  a  Presbyterian. 

Mr.  Wheelock  married  for  his  first  wife  Henrietta  Bush,  daughter 
of  Capt.  John  Bush,  of  Enfield,  Connecticut.  She  died  when  her  only 
son,  Frank  Howard,  was  two  years  of  age,  and  w^as  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Enfield  Cemetery.  Her  son,  Frank  H.,  was  reared  in  his  father's  home, 
was  given  a  good  education,  and  had  a  thorough  training  in  merchan- 
dising in  the  store  of  his  uncle,  ilr.  Ames,  in  Illinois.  Subsequently 
he  took  the  office  management  of  the  firm  of  Meeker  &  Hedstrum,  coal 
dealer's,  at  Chicago.  While  there  he  died  about  twenty  years  ago,  after 
having  opened  for  himself  a  most  promising  career.  He  was  laid  to 
I'est  beside  his  father  in  the  Ames  Circle  at  the  Saratoga  Cemetery  in 
New  York.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Frank  H.  Wheelock  was  engaged 
to  be  married  to  Anna  E.  Meacham. 

Mr.  Wheelock  was  married  in  Chester,  Massachusetts,  to  Mrs.  Lucy 
(Ames)  Gibbs.  Her  fnriiH  r  Inisliand  was  Nelson  D.  .Gibbs,  and  was 
born  in  Blanford,  Massarlnis.iis.  was  enjoying  a  promising  career  as 
a  farmer  at  Chester,  .Massarlius.lis,  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1862 
w'hen  in  the  prime  of  life.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  in  politics  a  republican.  He  left  a  daughter,  Mary 
Ella  Gibbs,  who  died  of  measles  at  the  age  of  thirteen. 

Mrs.  Wheelock  was  born  at  Becket,  Massa.liusrtts,  Ortuber  6,  1834, 
and  during  her  girlhood  she  walked  a  mile  tn  attrml  tlir  \illai;-e  schools. 
Her  parents  were  Justin  M.  and  Anna  H.  (ClialTiT  i  Aiiirs.  ih-v  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Abigail  (^ivnowlton )  Chaffee,  while 
Abigail  Knowlton  was  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Kaiowlton,  one  of  the 
heroes  in  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Justin  M.  Ames  and  wife  spent 
all  their  lives  in  the  farming  community  around  North  Becket.  His 
wife  died  thei-e  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  leaving  ten  children.  Mr.  Ames 
subse(iuently  married  Calista  Harriet  Bracket,  and  they  moved  to  Sai'a- 
toga.  New  York,  where  she  died  in  middle  life  without  children.  Mr. 
Ames  for  his  third  wife  married  Harriet,  the  only  sister  of  the  late 
William  Wheelock.  They  lived  at  Thompsonville,  Connecticut,  where 
Mrs.  Ames  died  when  past  seventy-five  years  of  age,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  at  Enfield,  Connecticut.  Mr.  Ames  had  died  several  years  previ- 
ously at  the  same  place  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven,  and  was  laid  beside 
his  first  wife  at  Becket.  All  his  marriages  were  happy  and  most  con- 
genial. 

Mention  of  the  Ames  children,  of  which  Mrs.  Wheelock  was  one,  is 
briefly  recorded  as  follows:  Samantha  married  Joshua  Barnard,  and  in 
territorial  times  went  to  the  Northwest  frontier  and  improved  a  farm 
in  the  wilderness  of  Minnesota,  where  ]\Irs.  Barnard  died  and  where 
he  afterwards  married,  and  subsoquently  lived  at  Port  Huron,  Michi- 
gan; there  are  no  chililrm  nnw  living  by  his  first  marriage.  Zeruah 
became  the  wife  of  Josrpli  Oslim-n  of  Becket,  Massachusetts,  who  was 
a  tanner  by  trade  and  subseiiuenfly  established  a  tannery  at  Girard, 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  there,  leaving  a  son,  Bert,  who  is  now  married 
and  lives  in  California.  Chaffee  S.  Ames  spent  liis  life  as  a  farmer  in 
Saratoga  County,  New  York,  and  died  leaving  a  daughter,  Ellen,  who  is 
)iow  married  and  occupies  the  old  homestead.  George  Ames  also  lived 
in  Saratoga  County,  New  York,  died  there  at  the  age  of  sixty-one, 
and  liis  willow  is  still  living.  The  next  in  order  of  age  is  Mrs.  Wheelock. 
lairinda  ln'rame  the  wife  of  James  Meacham,  of  Middlefield,  Massa- 
ilinsrits.  whii-r  he  died,  and  she  subspquentlv  removed  to  Milan  and  is 
now  livin-  Willi  her  children  in  that  village,  the  children  being  Anna  E., 
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James  Alfred  and  Wilson  A.  lliuor  T.  Ames  has  already  been  men- 
tioned as  a  coal  operator  in  Woodford  County,  Illinois,  though  he  made 
his  home  in  Chicago,  where  he  died.  He  was  twice  married,  having 
"children  by  both  wives,  and  Knowlton  Chaffee  Ames,  of  the  first  mar- 
riage, is  living  in  Chicago,  while  Adelaide,  of  the  second  marriage,  is 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Ross,  a  prominent  attorne.y  of  Chicago,  and  another 
daughter,  Hattie,  married  Mr.  McCormick,  who  was  for  a  number  of 
years  identified  with  the  management  of  the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel 
at  New  York  City.  Wilson  Ames  became  a  distiller  of  cologne  spirits 
in  Cliieago,  and  later  a  coal  operator  at  Se.ymour,  Illinois,  and  at  his 
death  was  buried  in  the  Ames  Circle  at  Saratoga,  New  York;  his  widow 
and  son.  Hamilton,  now  live  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  the  son  is 
engaged  in  manufacturing.  Juda  was  for  many  years  in  charge  of  a 
department  in  the  great  store  of  Marshall  Field  &  Company,  in  Chicago, 
also  liought  goods  for  the  firm  for  several  years  in  Europe,  and  finally 
retired  to  Norwalk,  Ohio,  and  died  there  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  Frank- 
lin Ames  was  for  thirty  years  buyer  and  head  of  the  wholesale  carpet 
department  of  Marshall  Field  &  Company,  and  subse((uently  acquired 
an  interest  as  a  stockholder  in  that  business,  but  retired  a  few  years 
ago,  and  has  a  son  and  daughter. 

Patrick  J.  IMilan.  There  are  few  citizens  of  Erie  County  more 
widely  known  over  the  country  at  large  than  Patrick  J.  Milan.  While 
he  is  classed  as  a  farmer  and  at  ,that  one  of  the  largest  and  most  success- 
ful in  Oxford  Township,  his  earlier  experiences  were  all  with  railroad 
affairs,  and  in  that  profession  he  gained  only  less  distinction  than  his 
noted  brother,  Capt.  Tluomas  Jlilan.  for  twenty  years  motive  power 
chief  of  the  National  Railways  of  Mexico  and  subsequently  president 
of  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Pacific  Railway — a  i>osition  he  held  for  a  long 
time.  Many  years  ago  he  went  into  Texas  during  the  early  railroad 
period  of  that  state  and  served  as  captain  in  the  Texas  State  Militia, 
from  whence  he  gets  his  title,  was  never  married  and  now  retired,  resides 
in  California. 

This  branch  of  the  Milan  family  originated  in  Ireland,  where  Patrick 
J.  ;\Iilan  was  born  in  County  Galway.  December  26,  1843.  His  parents 
were  Thomas  and  Cecelia  (Rowan)  ]\Iilau,  also  natives  of  County  Galway. 
Thomas  ililan  with  his  wife  in  1848  emigrated  to  America,  and  in 
May,  1849.  established  his  home  in  Sandusky,  where  he  found  employ- 
ment with  the  Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad  Company,  while  he 
served  in  various  capacities  for  thirty-five  years,  and  died  at  San- 
dusky, widely  known  and  respected  in  1897.  Circumstances  and  con- 
ditions were  such  that  when  Thomas  Milan  and  wife  emigrated  from 
Ireland  they  were  oliliged  to  leave  their  three  children,  among  them 
Patrick  J.,  then  five  years  of  age,  in  charge  of  his  wife's  sister,  Miss 
Nora  Rowan.  In  1851  Miss  Rowan  brought  the  three  children  to  Amer- 
ica, and  they  were  reunited  with  their  parents  at  Sandusky. 

Patrick  J.  held  positions  of  great  responsibility  with  railway  com- 
panies, as  general  manager  of  the  Rio  Grande  &  Eagle  Pass  Railway  of 
Texas,  general  master  mechanic  of  the  Cotton  Belt  Route,  master 
mechanic  of  the  main  shops  of  Central  Railway  of  Georgia  at  Savannah, 
at  that  time  the  largest  in  the  old  South ;  left  there  to  take  charge  of  the 
Pan-American  Railway  as  its  general  superintendent,  the  woi'ld's  great 
scenic  line,  the  objective  being  to  connect  the  Americas,  to  make  the  New 
Yorker  and  Patagonian  next  door  neighbors.  From  the  latter  position 
Mr.  ]\Iilan  resigned  to  live  on  and  develop  his  Erie  County  farm. 

Ameol  Boos.  In  the  field  of  agriculture  it  has  frequently  happened 
that  the  fathers  have  secured  the  broad  and  fertile  tracts  of  land  which 
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the  sons  liave  brought  to  their  full  capacity  of  productiveness.  Tlie 
rough,  jirelimiuary  labors  of  the  pioneers  have  been  as  necessary  as  the 
devclupmg  work  of  the  later  generation;  all  combine  for  the  general 
advancement  of  the  wonderful  agricultural  interests  of  Ohio.  Of  the 
men  of  Erie  County  who  are  engaged  in  farming  operations  on  land 
secured  originally  by  their  fathers,  Ameol  Boos,  of  Huron  Township,  is 
a  sterling  representative  of  that  class  of  reliable,  industrious  men  who 
are  acknowledged  to  be  broad  and  scientific  in  their  methods.  He  was 
born  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  September  11,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and 
Catherine  (Miller)  Boos. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Boos  were  born  in  Gei-mauy  and  there -reared 
and  educated  and  married  in  their  native  land,  probably  in  the  Province 
of  Baden.  The  father  was  reared  to  the  trade  of  locksmith,  which  he 
followed  for  some  years  in  Germany,  and  following  his  marriage  he  and 
his  wife  went  to  Soutli  America,  where  they  resided  about  one  year,  their 
oldest  child,  Sophia,  being  born  in  that  country.  In  the  early  '50s  the 
family  came  to  North  America  and  after  landing  at  New  York  City 
made  their  way  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  from  whence,  in  1852  or  1853,  they 
came  to  Huron  Township.  The  father  purchased  twent.v-tive  acres  of 
almost  wild  land,  on  which  he  built  a  little  home,  and  began  to  clear  and 
cultivate  this  primitive  farm,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Boos,  who 
had  been  brought  up  on  a  farm  in  Germany.  As  the  cliildifn  grew  up 
they  assisted  their  parents  in  the  work  of  develoi)iiii m.  .md  hiter  tiftccii 
acres  were  added  to  the  original  purchase,  this  subsr.|Ui  ntl.x  lieiiig  added 
to  from  tiuie  to  time  until  the  homestead  consisted  oL  105  acres.  Hei-e 
the  father  erected  a  good  home  of  seven  rooms  to  replace  the  first  little 
dvvelliug,  as  well  as  a  substantial  barn,  30  lj.y  83  feet.  He  was  an 
industrious  and  energetic  worker  and  learned  to  be  a  good  farmer, 
putting  in  a  great  deal  of  open  ditches,  which  have  since  been  covered 
by  his  son.  it  ma.y  be  said  that  this  farm  is  nearly  perfect  as  regards 
drainage,  for  there  are  more  than  50,000  tile  here.  The  land  grows  fine 
crops  of  all  kinds  of  grain,  the  wheat  fields  yielding  an  average  of  thirty 
bushels  per  acre,  while  potatoes  are  also  grown  in  great  cjuantities. 
TliiMiui^liiiut  his  life  George  Boos  continued  to  intelligently  till  his  tields. 
ami  tliidu'^li  a  career  of  honest  and  straightforward  dealing  won  the 
ivs|)(ct  and  i-steem  of  the  people  of  his  community.  His  death  occurred 
•July  14,  litdit,  when  he  was  eighty-si^vi-n  y.^ai's  of  age,  while  Mrs.  Boos 
passed  away  April  13,  1893,  aged  n.Milx  srvmty-six  yeai-s.  She  was  a 
Catholic,  while  Mr.  Boos  was  a  menilitr  df  ilic  Lutheran  Church.  Five 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boos:  Sophia,  who  died  after 
marriage;  Ameol,  of  this  notice;  Amelia,  who  was  married  and  met  her 
death  in  a  railroad  accident  on  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  at  Sandusky. 
Ohio,  in  1897;  Mrs.  Lena  Post,  of  Huron;  and  ]Mrs.  ilary  Heminger,  of 
Perkins  Township,  Erie  County. 

Ameol  Boos  was  born  in  Sandusky,  l)ut  when  he  was  a  few  weeks 
old  his  tnother  returned  to  the  farm  and  here  he  has  passed  his  entire 
life.  He  was  given  the  educational  advantages  to  be  secured  in  th<' 
public  schools,  and  was  carefully  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which 
he  has  made  his  life  work.  At  the  time  of  his  father's  death  he  succeeded 
to  the  ownership  of  the  home  farm,  and  has  since  added  twent.v-five 
acres  to  it,  now  having  a  finely-cultivated  tract  of  130  acres.  He  does 
general  farming,  and  his  life  has  been  one  of  quiet  and  uninterrupted 
devotion  to  his  home  and  surroundings,  and  out  of  his  labor  and 
experience  has  come  the  regard  of  all  who  knew  him  and  a  reputation  as 
a  good  and  public-spii-iled  eiti/.cn. 

I\lr.  Boos  was  iiiarrird  in  Huron  'l\iwnslii|.  to  Miss  Mary  Steiner,  wlin 
was  born  on  tlie  old  Striiier  farm  in  Erie  Coiuitv,  in  1860,  and  died 
April   10,  1S94.     Thive  chihlren   were  born   to  this  union:    deorsr   :\i.. 
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wlio  is  a  farmer  of  Huron  Township  and  has  one  claugliter,  Mary,  now 
four  years  of  age;  Charles,  who  is  married  and  lives  with  his  father, 
whom  he  assists  in  the  operation  of  the  farm;  and  Ameol,  Jr.,  also 
maiTied  and  a  farmer  in  Huron  Township.  Mr.  Boos  married  for  his 
second  wife  Lula  Curtis,  who  was  born  in  Huron  Township  in  1874. 

Mr.  Boos  and  his  sous  are  consistent  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  They  have  always  suj^ported  the  i)rincii)les  and  candidates  of 
the  democratic  party. 

Harden  A.  Tucker.  Among  tlie  notable  pioneer  residents  of  Erie 
County  still  surviving,  the  lives  of  few  have  been  so  lengthened  by  a 
gracious  Providence  as  to  afford  them  a  retrospective  view  of  eighty 
years  of  their  own  ]iarticii):i1  inn  in  1lic  dcvrlopment  of  the  county.  Such, 
however,  is  a  distini^uisliiiiu  tr;innc  ,i\  ih"  rareer  of  Harden  A.  Tucker, 
"The  Grand  Old  .Man  df  Milan,"  wlmsc  lil\-  in  Milan  Township,  where 
he  still  makes  his  home,  spans  ,i  |m]  iod  of  four  score  years.  A  companion 
of  the  wilderness,  when  \\\\<\  .innnals  still  roamed  the  untamed  forests, 
a  pioneer  teacher  when  schools  wnr  few  and  far  between,  a  witness  of 
primitive  conditions  and  a  participant  in  the  wonderful  development 
of  this  region,  he  still  stands  among  the  younger  generation,  like  a  forest 
monarch  among  the  younger  growths.  His  life  has  been  full  and 
eminently  useful;  his  record  is  one  on  wliidi  no  lilcniish  appears. 

Harden  A.  Tucker  was  ])orn  neai-  Sciniatc,  li'lio.lc  Island,  April  21, 
1838,  a  sou  of  Harden  and  Sabra  (Claiki  'rmkcr,  natives  of  that  state 
and  of  fine  old  New  England  ancestry.  In  1836,  after  the  birth  of  three 
sons  aiul  one  daughter,  the  parents  set  out  for  what  was  then  the  Far 
^Vest,  making  their  way  down  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  and  then  to  Huron,  Ohio,  by  way  of  the  Great  Lakes.  There 
they  settled  on  a  wild  farm  near  the  present  home  of  Harden  A.  Tucker, 
first  erecting  a  primitive  home,  later  replacing  it  with  a  more  substantial 
and  commodious  one,  and  finally  building  a  good  brick  dwelling,  in 
which  the  ]>aii  nts  nsidcd  until  their  retirement,  when  they  sold  out  and 
moved  to  ^lilan.  Tlirre  the  father  died  in  June,  1872,  when  sixty-eight 
years  of  age,  the  mother  passing  away  at  the  home  of  her  sons,  in  Jan- 
'uary,  1879,  when  seventy-nine  years  old.  They  were  Spiritualists  in 
religious  belief,  and  in  political  matters  the  father  wa:s  first  a  whig  and 
later  a  republican.  Harden  and  Sabra  Tucker  were  true  pioneers  of 
Erie  County.  In  spite  of  leaving  the  refining  infiueuces  of  New  Ivieland, 
with  no  experience  in  the  rough  life  of  the  frontier,  they  aeeejiteil  con- 
ditioiis  as  they  found  them,  worked  out  their  own  material  success,  ami 
rearetl  their  children  to  lives  of  usefulness  and  lionesty. 

Harden  A.  Tucker  was  but  three  years  of  age  when  brought  to  Erie 
County,  is  one  of  the  oldest  living  settlers  of  Milan  Township,  and  is  the 
oldest  man  of  Milan  on  the  North  Road.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were 
passed  in  the  midst  of  pioneer  conditions  and  his  education  was  secured 
in  the  primitive  log  schools,  but  he  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities, 
and  when  a  young  man  divided  his  time  between  cultivating  a  farm  and 
teaching  in  the  local  school.  The  wildest  of  game  were  still  to  be  found 
here,  and  ]\Ir.  Tucker  relates  many  interesting  experiences  in  regard  to 
incidents  of  his  early  years.  On  one  occasion,  while  he  and  several  other 
persons  were  passing  under  a  large  chestnut  tree  near  his  home,  a  panther 
leaped  from  a  tree  sixty  feet  across  tlie  road,  and,  to  use  Mr.  Tucker's 
words,  "let  out  a  yell  that  could  luivc  lieen  heard  three  miles  away." 
A  few  more  leaps  and  it  had  disa|i|icared  into  the  dense  forest.  At 
another  time,  when  Mr.  Tucker  was  returning  to  his  home  at  night,  a 
huge  panther  followed  him  for  more  than  a  mile  along  the  wild  highway, 
the  beast  not  turning  away  until  he  had  reached  the  very  door  of  his 
house. 
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.Mr.  TiiL-kcr  settled  on  his  present  i'aria  iu  1866,  aud  lias  owned  it 
since  1868.  This  tract  consists  of  96.81  acres,  the  greater  part  of  whicli 
he  lias  himself  improved,  iu  addition  to  which  he  has  cultivated  other 
land,  and  has  turned  more  furrows  of  land  than  any  other  man  who 
liviMl  in  llilan  Township.  Here  he  has  erected  modern  aud  commodious 
liuildiiiiis,  including  a  brick  house,  aud  the  laud  has  been  thoroughly 
tiled  by  liiin.  making-  it  one  of  the  most  productive  iu  this  part  of  tlie 
rouiity.  Tlic  land  lies  almost  level,  drifting  north  toward  the  Huron 
Kiver,  :ind  on  it  the  lie.st  of  all  kinds  of  crops  may  be  raised. 

In  I'JI.J  Mv.  Tucker  celebrated  his  golden  wedding  anniversary.  Uv 
was  married  August  10,  1865,  at  Speares  Corners,  JMilan  Township,  lo 
Miss  Elizabeth  Rockwell,  who  was  born  iu  New  Y'ork,  January  19,  1838, 
aud  was  six  years  old  when  brought  to  Ohio  by  her  parents,  and  eleven 
years  old  when  she  came  to  Milan  Township,  where  she  became  a  school- 
mate aud  neighbor  of  Mr.  Tucker.  She  has  been  a  devoted  wife  aud 
much  of  Mr.  Tucker's  success  he  attributes  to  her  assistance,  advice  and 
good  management.  Mrs.  Tucker  is  a  daughter  of  John  aud  Saraii 
(Wilcox)  Rockwell,  natives  of  Connecticut,  of  an  honored  New  England 
I'amily.  As  young  people  they  moved  to  New  York,  aud  then  to  Erie 
County,  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Rockwell  died  in  Oxford  Township,  aged 
seventy-two  years,  while  Mr.  Rockwell  died  at  Milan  when  past  his 
eighty-fifth  birthday. 

To  Air.  and  Jilrs.  Tucker  there  have  been  born  the  following  children : 
Henry,  who  is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Milan  Township,  is  married  and 
has  six  living  daughters,  of  whom  four  are  married,  while  one  son  and 
one  daughter  died  young;  Charley,  a  widower  without  children,  who 
resides  with  his  parents;  Glenn,  who  is  operating  the  homestead  property, 
married  Lula  Snyder,  of  Alilan  Township ;  B.  Prank,  who  is  a  bachelor 
and  lives  on  his  farm  at  Hartland,  Huron  County,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Tucker  has  been  a  lifelong  republican,  his  first  presidential  vole 
having  been  cast  for  John  C.  Fremont.  He  has  been  content  to  be  a 
voter  rather  than  an  office  seeker,  but  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the 
success  of  his  party's  candidates  and  policies  aud  has  always  given  the 
Grand  Old  Party  his  warmest  support.  Mr.  Tucker  has  been  a  diligent, 
energetic  and  industrious  farmer,  and  iu  all  the  privations,  hardships 
and  difliculties  incident  to  the  life  of  the  eai'ly  settlers  manifested  that 
resolution,  patience  and  perseverance  that  enabled  him  to  contribute  his 
full  share  toward  the  development  of  Erie  County,  of  which,  for  eighty 
years,  he  has  been  a  representative  and  highly  esteemed  citizen. 

Theodore  Hahn.  It  has  beeu  the  mission  of  Theodore  Hahn  to  have 
been  identified  in  his  fortunes  with  Milan  Township  since  1891,  ami 
through  his  euerg\-  and  good  judgment  to  have  pi-omoted  agricultural 
interests  here  during  that  period.  When  he  entered  upon  his  inde- 
pendent career,  he  had  little  to  aid  him  save  native  thrift,  industry  and 
amtiitiou,  but  these  he  has  turned  to  such  good  advantage  that  he  is  now 
thr  possessor  of  a  handsome  property  iu  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
township  and  of  a  reputation  for  honorable  and  straightforward  dealing 
that  gives  him  the  esteem  and  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Hahn  was  Imum  Aiiuust  7,  1866,  in  Hesse  Nassau,  Germany,  and 
is  a  sou  of  Conrad  ami  tlli/.ilicth  (Orth)  Hahn.  The  parents  were  small 
farmers  iu  the  fathcrhiud,  and  resided  there  until  1871,  when,  after  the 
birth  of  all  their  children  they  decided  that  better  opportunities  could 
be  found  iu  America  and  accordingly  came  to  this  country,  boarding 
ship  at  Bremen  and  making  port  at  New  York,  in  June  of  that  year. 
From  the  metropolis  the  little  party  made  their  way  to  Erie  County. 
Ohio,  and  settled  in  Huron  Townsiiip,  on  the  Bogart  Road,  where  Conrad 
Hahn    continued    to   be   engaged    in    agricultural    pursuits    diiriiio    the 
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remainder  of  his  life,  aud  wliere  his  death  occurred  April  14,  1915,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  He  was  a  thrifty,  energetic  farmer,  a 
homemaker  and  a  good  citizen,  and  throughout  his  long  career  so  con- 
ducted himself  and  his  transactions  as  to  win  and  maintain  his  fellow- 
citizens'  respect  and  confidence.  As  a  builder  and  developer  of  the 
county,  he  contributed  a  handsome  farm,  well  improved  in  every  way, 
with  l:iri:v.  iiiiidcru  and  attractive  buildings.  His  family  was  reared  in 
the  failh  dl  tlir  (i.^rman  Reformed  Church,  and  his  children  have  proved 
valuable  additidus  to  whatever  community  they  have  been  called.  Mrs. 
Hahn,  who  still  survives  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  lives  at  the  home 
of  her  son,  Adam  Hahn,  a  review  of  wlmse  i-n-eir,  elsewlu-re  in  this 
work,  contains  a  moi'e  comprehensive  sketeh  di'  the  l^imily's  history. 

Theodoi'e  Hahn  was  reared  and  educated  in  Huron  Township,  and 
there  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until  1891.  In  that  year  he 
entered  upon  his  independent  career  when  he  purchased  his  present 
farm,  located  on  the  Wikel  Road,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Milan  Town- 
ship. He  has  fifty  acres,  forty  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  and 
these  are  operated  for  farming,  fruit  growing  and  stock  raising,  in  all 
of  which  branches  ilr.  Hahn  has  met  with  well  merited  and  satisfying 
success.  He  rotates  his  crops,  running  from  corn  to  oats,  wheat  and 
clover,  and  then  back,  a  system  which  he  finds  brings  him  excellent 
i-esults.  Mr.  Hahn  has  an  attractive  dwelling,  pure  white  in  color,  with 
eight  rooms  and  all  jnodei-n  conveniences  aud  comforts.  His  barn  is 
36  by  62  feet,  gray  colored,  with  a  slate  roof,  and  a  lean-to  for  tools, 
etc.,  attached,  12  by  36  feet.  Every  department  of  this  modern  farm 
evidences  the  presence  of  good  management,  and  the  atmosphere  of  the 
place  is  that  of  prosperity  and  comfort. 

Mr.  Hahn  was  married  first  to  Miss  Mary  Blatt,  who  died  leaving 
one  daughter:  Minnie  M.  C,  born  September  7,  1894,  educated  in  the 
Berlin  Township  public  schools  and  the  Sandusky  Business  College,  and 
now  nsidine  :it  lioiiie  with  her  father.  Mr.  Hahn  was  again  married, 
Septeiiiliei-  l:i,  ls:i!i,  III  Huron  Township,  to  Mrs.  Anna  (Dippel)  James, 
who  was  liorn  Sii)teiiil>er  1.  1871,  in  the  City  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Klizabetli  lAYeiss)  Dippel,  natives  respectively  of 
Hesse  Nassau  and  Hesse  Dnnnstaill,  (iermany.  They  came  to  the  United 
States  as  young  people  and  met  and  were  married  at  Cleveland,  where 
for  many  years  Mr.  Dippel  was  foreman  for  the  Doane  Oil  Refining 
Company,  and  later  was  made  its  superintendent.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  established  himself  in  the  coal  business,  and  finally  resigned  to  give 
his  entire  attention  to  that  line,  in  which  he  was  successfully  engaged 
for  over  thirty  years.  He  and  his  wife  were  leading  and  influential 
members  of  the  German  Evangelical  Church,  in  which  he  was  president 
of  the  board  nl'  trustees  fm-  many  year.s.  Mr.  Dippel  died  in  December, 
1912,  aged  sixl  \-eiiziit  \eais.  ele\eii  mouths.  while  Mrs.  Dippel  passed 
away  in  AjM-il.  ]'J]'-'<.  age,!  >,..\,  iit\-  years.  By  her  former  inarriage,  to 
the  late  rieiii-ee  i;.  -lames,  Mrs.  Hahn  has  one  daughter:  Florence,  born 
Decemliii-  ■>.  \^'.y2.  who  was  educated  in  the  Erie  County  iJublic  schools. 

Ml-.  11  all II  is  an  independent  voter  and  not  a  politician. 

Fred  W.  Heckelm.\nn.  Some  of  that  quality  of  enterprise  which 
has  the  power  to  mold  the  world  and  its  i-ircumstanees  to  the  desires  and 
ambitions  of  the  individual  have  liem  exemplifieil  by  Fred  W.  Ileckel- 
mann,  who  came  as  a  poor  German  xdiitli  to  this  enuntry  about  twenty 
years  ago  and  has  succeeded  in  cstalilisiiin^  himself  securely  and  pros- 
perously in  the  fine  agrieidtural  district  of  .Milan   Tow  iishi|),  where  he 

owns  an  excellent  farm  and  manages  it  with  the  s: ■  sm-.-csslul  ability 

that  merchants  would  direct  a  store  or  a  manul'a(  tiirer  run  his  factory. 

Born    in    Hesse    Nassau,    January    10,    1873,    Fred    \V.    lleckelmann 
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belongs  to  an  old  line  of  ancestry  in  Nassau.  His  pai-ents  were  William 
and  Christina  ll.-i-kclmauu,  both  natives  of  Ilesse  Nassau.  The.y  grew 
up  and  iiianiril  thnc  and  all  their  children  were  born  iu  that  locality. 
William  llcrkclniami  was  a  wagon  maker,  a  trade  which  his  father  had 
followed  before  him,  and  two  of  liis  brothers  also  took  up.  William  was 
nineteen  years  old  wlien  his  father  died,  and  subsequently  pursued  his 
trade  iu  the  old  country  until  his  death  in  November,  1894,  when 
sixty-three  years  of  age.  His  son  Herman,  a  twin  brother  of  Fred, 
succeeded  to  the  father's  business,  while  two  other  sons,  Adolph  and 
August,  are  also  still  living  iu  Germany.  Those  who  came  to  America 
were:  William,  Carl,  Fred  aud  Louis.  William  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  couutrj'  thirty-one  years,  Carl  came  over  twenty-eight  years'  ago, 
Fred  twenty-five  years  ago,  while  Louis  has  been  in  America  only  eleven 

He  had  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  when  Fred  W.  Heckelmaun 
ventiired  across  the  Atlantic  and  aspired  to  a  fortune  iu  the  New  World. 
Fp  to  that  time  he  Imd  attciidcil  school  regularly,  and  had  gained  some 
knowledge  of  itractiiiil  :icrniii|i!islinicnt.  He  sailed  on  a  ve.ssel  at  Bremen 
and  from  New  '^'oik  caiiic  (ui  to  Im-ic  County.  In  the  main  he  has  been 
identitied  with  agricultural  activities  ever  since  and  from  a  position 
as  a  worker  for  others  has  succeeded  in  getting  property  and  has  for  a 
luimTicr  of  years  been  his  own  master.  In  the  fall  of  1906  he  bought 
the  nini'ly  scN.'ii  acres  comprised  iu  tin-  Sayji's  farin,  situated  on  the  old 
I'laiik  li'iKid  Ileal-  Gaytown  in  Milan  Tow  iisld|).  Xiiie  j'ears  have  effected 
snmi'  I'l'iiuirkahle  changes  iu  that  farm,  particularly  in  its  efficiency  of 
cultivation  aud  in  numerous  improvements.  He  has  raised  large  crops 
of  corn,  wheat  and  oats,  potatoes,  aud  has  a  group  of  substantial  farm 
buildings,  including  an  eight-room  two-story  house,  with  a  slate  roof, 
and  barns  and  other  outbuildings. 

After  coming  to  Erie  County  Mr.  Ileekelmann  married  Miss  Minnie 
Copenhafer.  She  was  born  in  Wuertemberg,  Germany,  May  3.  1871. 
Her  mother  died  in  the  old  country  and  her  father  is  still  lixin'j  tlicrc 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  Mrs.  Heckelmanu  came  to  the  I'liitcd  States 
and  to  Erie  County  when  twenty  years  of  age.  Both  the  Ilcckcliiiainis 
and  the  Copenhafers  have  been  identified  with  the  German  Evangelical 
Church  for  generations.  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Heckelmaun  have  four  children : 
Edna,  aged  sixteen,  has  graduated  from  the  eighth  grade  of  public 
schools;  Hilda,  aged  fourteen  has  also  completed  the  common  school 
course  and  is  now  in  the  high  school ;  Maria,  aged  thirteen,  is  now  in 
the  sixth  grade  of  the  public  school ;  while  the  youngest,  Edward,  is  also 
at  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heckelmaun  are  members  of  the  Oxford 
Evangelical  Church,  and  for  twelve  years  he  has  been  secretary  of  the 
church  board.  Politically  he  is  a  democrat,  though  of  independent  pro- 
clivities. 

Albert  il.  Fisii  has  lived  actively  aud  usefully  in  ]\Iilan  Township 
fidly  lilty  years.  This  is  a  family  with  many  exceptional  characteristics 
and  disliiicticiiis,  and  has  been  identified  with  the  American  colonies 
iu  1lir  iiortliiastern  part  of  the  United  States  for  four  or  five  generations 
at  least.  While  in  Erie  County  the  family  has  been  chiefly  identified 
with  manufacturing  as  well  as  agricultural  activity,  their  homes  have 
been  centers  of  culture  aud  influence,  and  several  of  the  name  have 
attained  high  rank  in  the  professions. 

Of  old  English  ancestry,  the  earliest  ancestors  of  All)ert  M.  Fish  of 
whom  there  is  record  lived  in  Connecticut.  His  great-grandparents 
were  Joseph  and  Abigail  Fish,  who  were  born  in  Connecticut,  and  it  is 
believed  that  they  lived  aud  died  there.  Joseph  Fish  was  born  in  1756 
and   died  in  1805,  survived  several  years  by  his  wife.     They  possessed 
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many  of  the  hardy  characteristics  of  New  England  people,  were  upright, 
stanch  and  progressive,  and  made  their  intiuenee  count  for  the  bettex"- 
ment  of  the  community  in  which  they  lived. 

Uriah  Fish,  grandfather  of  Albert  M.  Fish,  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
and  personally  exemplified  the  elements  of  a  strong  New  England 
character,  possessed  a  rugged  physique  and  was  positive  aud  determined 
in  his  actions  aud  in  his  mental  processes.  His  descendants  may  take 
jjride  in  the  fact  that  he  served  as  a  soldier  throughout  the  War  of  1812. 
He  had  probablj'  moved  to  New  York  State  before  the  war,  and  it  is 
certain  that  more  than  a  century  ago  this  branch  of  the  family  was 
located  at  Otisco,  Onondaga  County,  New  York.  Uriah  Fish  spent  many 
years  on  his  fai-m  there,  and  eventually  established  around  him  his  five 
sons,  on  separate  farms.  He  died  about  1856.  He  had  been  born  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  reached  good  old  age.  He  possessed  model 
habits,  was  a  man  of  affairs,  and  had  a  business  judgment  which  enabled 
him  to  provide  for  himself  and  for  his  descendants.  Uriah  Fish  married 
liovina  Carpenter.  She  was  probably  born  in  Connecticut,  and  belonged 
to  the  old  Carpenter  family  of  the  New  England  states.  They  were 
probably  married  before  they  left  Connecticut  for  New  York  State,  and 
she  outlived  her  husband  some  eiglit  or  ten  years  and  was  past  fourscore 
when  she  died.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the  Univer- 
salist  Church,  and  many  years  ago  had  been  closely  identified  with  the 
abolition  movement.  A  brief  record  of  their  cliildren  is  given  as  follows : 
Eliza  married  John  Bishop  and  died  in  New  York  State  leaving  descend- 
ants. Lovisa  married  Lewis  Wells,  and  they  lived  and  died  in  New 
Yorlv  State  and  were  survived  by  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  David 
.spent  all  his  life  near  the  old  homestead  in  New  York,  and  after  his  death 
left  three  daughters.  John  was  also  a  farmer  near  the  old  home  in 
Onondaga  County,  and  one  son  survived  him.  The  next  in  age  was 
Samuel,  to  be  mentioned  in  following  paragraph.  Mindert  came  to  Ohio 
and  died  at  Berlin  Heights,  being  survived  by  several  children.  Willis 
C.  was  the  favorite  son,  was  made  heir  to  the  old  homestead,  but  his  fine 
sense  of  justice  prompted  him  to  break  the  will  and  by  his  own  election 
the  estate  was  divided  in  e([ual  shares  among  all  the  children  ;  he  married, 
but  had  no  descendants. 

In  the  next  generation  is  Samuel  Fish,  father  of  Albert  M.  He  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Onondaga  County  in  1819.  His  son  Albert 
has  at  his  home  in  Milan  among  other  heirlooms  and  ijossessions  a  fine 
etching  of  his  father,  and  the  portrait  exhibits  many  of  the  lines  and 
lineaments  which  denote  force  of  character  and  energy,  and  those 
(jualities  were  positively  displayed  by  Samuel  Fish  in  all  his  activities. 
Another  engraving  in  Mr.  Fish's  home  shows  the  large  and  beautiful 
homestead  where  the  family  lived  for  many  years  at  Otisco,  New  York. 
It  was  on  that  homestead  that  Samuel  Pish  grew  to  manhood.  After 
getting  his  education  and  starting  out  for  himself  he  married  a  poor  but 
noble  girl  from  a  neighboring  family,  and  for  several  years  they  lived 
at  the  old  Fish  home.  Albert  M.  Fish  was  born  there  in  the  same  house 
and  in  the  same  room  whei-e  his  father  had  first  seen  the  light  of  day. 
Albert  ]\I.  Fish  came  into  the  world  November  5.  1846,  and  has  himself 
almost  completed  the  span  of  three  seore  and  ten.  The  first  eighteen 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  among  the  scenes  and  environments  of 
Onondaga  County,  and  he  gained  an  education  in  the  public  schools. 

In  1864,  when  Albert  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  a  few  days 
after  the  Presidential  election  at  which  Abraham  Lincoln  was  retained 
for  a  second  term  in  the  White  House,  Samiiel  Fish,  who  had  delayed 
long  enough  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  great  emancipator,  started  with  his 
family  for  the  West,  and  arriving  in  Milan  located  and  bought  a  farm 
ill  what  is  called  East  Milan,  just  outside  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
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village  of  that  name.  The  purchase  was  a  large  ten-room  briek  house, 
surrounded  by  twelve  acres  of  ground.  While  the  place  was  small. 
Samuel  and  his  son  built  up  there  a  considerable  industry  as  a  tile  and 
Hower  pot  factory,  and  they  conducted  this  from  1865  until  the  death  of 
Samuel  Fish  on  September  15,  1900.  At  that  time  lie  was  eighty-one 
years  of  age.  This  factory  at  jMilan  was  one  of  the  landmarks  in  the 
industrial  history  of  the  township.  Many  years  ago  the  proprietors 
introihK-ed  the  manufacture  of  flower  pots,  and  that  was  perhaps  the 
largest  feature  of  the  business,  and  the  wares  had  an  extensive  sale. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  Albert  M.  Fish  continued  the  operation  of 
the  plant  for  five  years,  and  then  abandoned  this  branch  of  manufacture 
and  bought  some  agricultural  lands  in  that  locality.  He  now  owns  ninety 
acres  of  well  improved  and  high  class  farming  land,  and  devotes  his 
time  to  general  agriculture.  However,  since  the  death  of  his  wife  he 
has  made  his  home  at  the  old  briek  house  which  was  formerly  owned  by 
his  father,  and  which  is  now  the  property  of  his  sister  Miss  Celinda  Fish, 
one  of  the  best  known  women  in  Milan  Township. 

Albert  IM.  Fish  was  nuirried  in  Milan  to  Miss  Emily  Graves.  She  was 
born  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  in  October,  18-46,  but  gained  her  early 
education  in  Berlin  Heights.  She  died  at  the  Pish  home  August- 8,  1911. 
She  is  remembered  by  her  family  and  friends  as  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  and  a  woman  of  many  excellent  qualities.  Her  parents  were 
Murray  and  Cynthia  (Gibbs)  Graves.  Her  father  was  born  in  Hatfield. 
Massachusetts,  in  1818,  and  died  in  Milan  in  1895.  Her  mother  was 
born  in  Cameron,  New  York,  October  28,  1824,  and  died  in  Milan  Town- 
ship, February  15,  1894.  Murray  Graves  lived  in  Lorain  County  for  a 
number  of  years  but  finally  came  to  Milan  Township  in  Erie  County. 
He  was  a  good  citizen,  very  industrious,  and  his  business  was  chiefly  in 
butchering  and  dealing  in  meats. 

The  oldest  of  the  children  of  Albert  M.  Fish  is  Fred  A.  Fish.  He 
was  born  at  the  old  home  in  East  Milan  in  1875,  graduated  from  the 
Milan  High  School  in  1892,  subsequently  took  up  electrical  engineering, 
in  which  he  gained  his  first  knowledge  at  local  plants,  later  pursued 
a  technical  course  in  Buchtel  College  at  Akron  and  was  graduated  in 
the  electrical  engineering  department  at  the  Ohio  State  University,  and 
for  his  standing  was  granted  a  scholarship  in  the  University  of  Wiscon- 
sin. After  completing  his  education  in  1898  he  subseqiiently  filled  a 
chair  in  the  Ohio  State  LTniversity,  and  from  that  w-ent  to  the  lov.a 
State  Agricultural  College  at  Ames  as  associate  and  later  as  professor 
in  electrical  engineering,  and  has  occupied  the  position  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  is  now  living  at  Ames,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  best 
qualified  educators  in  the  state.  He  married  Anna  Calkins,  of  Troy, 
New  York,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Univei'sity  of  Wisconsin,  Their  two 
daughters  are  named  Frances  and  Elizabeth. 

Carl  W.,  the  second  son  of  Mr.  Fish,  has  also  been  well  ('(hu-atcd  and 
is  now  a  foreman  with  a  telephone  company.  lie  married  ^liss  Olivia 
Brandrup,  who  was  a  well  educated  Iowa  woman  and  had  taught  in 
San  Francisco,  California. 

Roy  M.,  the  youngest  of  Mr.  Fish's  sons,  was  born  at  the  old  home- 
stead "at  East  Milan,  December  11.  1881.  He  pursued  the  study  of 
electrical  engineering  for  a  short  period,  but  his  health  failing  about  that 
time  he  went  West  with  his  wife  to  California,  and  spent  the  Greater  part 
of  1908-09  in  traveling  along  the  west  coast.  After  his  return  to  Ohio 
ho  bought  sixteen  acres  in  AVest  Jlilan,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  raising 
of  small  and  tree  fruits  and  general  farming.  He  married  Miss  Ada  ^l. 
Hart,  the  daughter  of  Philip  and  Lucy  (Fisher)  Hart.  She  was  born 
in  Norwalk,  Huron  Countv,  was  graduated  from  the  Norwalk  High  School 
in  tlie  class  of  1!)02  and  j'Vom  Ihe  Woman's  College  at  Cleveland,  and  at 


lKTlL'<^^f(iMUM-u} 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  1035 

the  age  of  twenty  was  principal  nf  flic  ]\Iilaii  High  School,  a  position  she 
held  for  three  vVais  niilil  licr  mari-iag-e.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Fish  have 
two  children,  -lean  Allisim  and  Rol.crt  M.  This  little  family  are  menihers 
of  the  Preshvtcriaa  Church,  wlule  Rov  Fish  is  affiliated  with  Jlilan  Lodge 
No.  329,  F.  &  A.  M. 

JMr.  Albert  Fish  and  his  sons  are  rather  independent  in  political 
matters.  The  father  at  different  times  served  altogether  for  three  terras 
as  tow'nship  trustee.  He  is  treasurer  of  Milan  Lodge  No.  239,  F.  &  A.  M.. 
and  is  also  a  member  of  Milan  Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandrv. 

WiLLi.\M  WiNSLOW.  It  was  bv  many  active  relations  that  the  late 
William  Winslow  was  identified  with  Erie  County,  and  particularly 
with  the  charming  little  City  of  Milan.  The  handsome  brick  home  on 
Front  Street  in  which  he  died  October  15,  1,^0:1.  is  still  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Winslow,  who  lives  there  with  her  niece.  Miss  llaidy.  This  home, 
a  large  and  attractive  thirteen-room  house  and  liought  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Winslow  when  they  came  to  Milan,  is  in  many  ways  reminiscent  of  the 
fine  old  Virginia  home  in  which  Mrs.  Winslow  was  born  and  spent  some 
of  her  early  years,  near  Winchester,  Virginia. 

While  Mrs.  Winslow  comes  of  old  Virginia  stock,  and  of  the  real 
F.  F.  V.  "s,  the  late  William  Winslow  was  of  New  England  and  of  some 
of  the  oldest  ancestry  found  in  Massachusetts.  He  was  bnrn  at  Pitts- 
ton,  Vermont,  in  September,  1811.  He  was  direi'tl.\  descended  from 
the  colonial  governor,  Everett  Winslow,  who  was  the  lirsl  co\,.rnor  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  The  mother  of  William  Winslow  was 
a  Miss  Spencer.  As  William  Winslow  was  a  boy  of  only  twelve  or  thir- 
teen years  when  both  his  paretns  died,  there  is  very  little  knowledge 
concerning  his  immediate  ancestry.  The  parents  died  on  their  little 
farm  near  Old  Pittson,  Vermont.  They  were  survived  by  seven  chil- 
dren, all  sons,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  all  of  these  attained  great 
length  of  years,  except  one,  who  was  accidentally  killed  by  the  kick  of 
a  horse  when  a  young  man.  Of  these  sons,  Alnathan  died  when  past 
seventy-two;  Loyal  was  the  yoiith  who  was  accidentally  killed  at  the 
age  of  seventeen;  Hnracc  died  whi^n  eichty-fonr ;  William  was  eighty- 
two  when  he  passeil  away  a1  ^lilaii;  Franklin  attained  the  venerable 
age  of  ninety -one;  ('(ii'\(h)n  died  when  past  tlic  age  of  three  score  and 
ten;  and  Charles  at  the  age  ot  ninety-one.  Charles,  the  youngest,  W'as 
only  an  infant  when  his  parents  died,  and  the  oldest  was  nineteen  years 
old.  They  clung  together  until  they  were  old  enough  to  go  out  in  the 
world  and  earn  their  own  living,  and  all  the  sons  who  reached  maturity 
subsequently  became  heads  of  families  and  enjoyed  worthy  positions  in 
the  world. 

When  twenty-six  years  of  age  William  Winslow  and  his  brother, 
Horace,  moved  to  Hartford,  Licking  County,  Ohio.  William  engaged 
in  the  general  merchandise  business,  after  the  manner  of  the  early 
merchants  in  the  Middle  West,  having  a  stock  of  goods  comprising 
practically  everything  needed  in  the  home  and  on  the  farm,  though  it 
not  infrequently  happened  that  he  was  out  of  a  certain  line  of  goods 
for  days  at  a  time,  since  it  required  a  week  or  more  to  get  goods  from 
New  York  City,  which  was  then  the  genei'al  supply  point  for  all  western 
merchants.  While  William  thus  engaged  as  a  merchant,  his  brother 
Horace  went  thi-ee  miles  into  the  country  and  bought  a  new  tract  of 
land  and  cleared  it  up  from  the  wild  woods,  and  spent  his  life  there 
as  a  farmer. 

From  the  start  William  Winslow  prospered  as  a  general  merchant 
in  Licking  County  and  from  that  beginning  his  operations  and  invest- 
ments covered  a  wider  scope.  Some  years  after  moving  to  Licking 
County  he   invested  $1,000  with   his  brother-in-law,   Zenas   King,   who 
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became  head  of  the  well  known  Kins'  Bridge  Company.  In  this  com- 
pany JSlr.  ^Yinslo\v  hiid  iiuiny  rt-^iHinsihilitirs  ,-is  superintendent  of  bridge 
construction,  and  this  oliliunl  Inni  cMiitually  to  sell  out  his  store  in 
Hartford,  and  he  tlun  idiMititii'd  himsi'lf  .ictively  with  the  bridge  con- 
cern. In  order  to  look  after  these  business  interests  he  moved  to  Milan, 
locating  in  that  city  a  year  or  so  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  While 
this  was  his  home  he  spent  much  of  the  time  on  the  road  traveling  as 
superintendent  of  bridge  construction,  and  after  leaving  that  firm  he 
spent  most  of  his  time  in  retirement,  although  he  had  milling  interests 
at  Milan  which  required  some  supervision. 

Throughout  his  active  carer  Mr.  Winslow  was  a  stanch  repulilican 
in  politics,  and  for  many  years  was  interested  in  every  movement  for 
the  advancement  of  the  town  and  county.  Perhaps  he  rendered  his 
greatest  public  service  as  chairman  of  the  old  Normal  School  Institute 
at  Milan,  which  in  its  day  was  one  of  the  best  schools  of  the  class  in 
Ohio,  and  a  great  many  successful  men  and  women  received  part  of 
their  education  there.  He  was  also  chairman  of  the  old  Milan  and 
Huron  Canal  Committee,  which  canal  in  its  day  was  one  of  the  busiest 
waterways  in  the  United  States,  and  upon  its  waters  floated  vast  car- 
goes of  wheat  and  all  kinds  of  grains  between  Milan,  which  was  the 
concentration  point,  and  Huron,  where  the  grain  was  loaded  on  to  the 
lake  vessels  and  carried  to  the  larger  markets  of  the  world.  Many 
years  ago  ]\Iilan  was  regarded  as  the  gi-eatest  grain  port  in  tiie  United 
States,  if  not  the  greatest  in  the  world,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
Riga,  Russia.  In  the  early  days  Milan  occupied  about  the  same  position 
in  the  grain  industry  as  the  City  of  Duluth,  Minnesota,  now  has.  While 
never  a  seeker  for  political  honors  himself,  Mr.  Winslow  was  always 
read}^  to  work  and  use  his  influence  in  behalf  of  his  friends.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  did  much  for  its 
support  and  upbuilding  at  Milan. 

The  late  Mr.  Winslow  was  three  times  married.  The  only  daughter 
of  his  first  wife,  Josephine,  died  when  a  promising  young  woman  at  the 
age  of  eighteen.  He  married  his  second  wife  at  Hartford.  Ohio,  iliss 
Fannie  B.  Wheelock.  who  died  in  young  womanhood  and  without  chil- 
dren. 

In  Champaign.  Illinois,  in  January,  1875,  Mr.  Winslow  married  ]\Iiss 
Anna  C.  Renuer.  jMrs.  Winslow  was  born  in  Old  Virginia,  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  near  the  City  of  Winchester,  February  29,  1828. 
She  was  carefully  reared  and  educated,  attended  young  ladies'  schools 
in  Virginia,  the  Hartford  Academy  and  the  Granville  Seminaiy,  and 
after  her  parents  removed  to  Champaign,  Illinois,  she  followed  teaching 
for  some  time.  Her  parents  were  Henry  and  Mary  (Wiley)  Renner, 
both  of  whom  represented  the  fine  old  colonial  stock  of  Virginia.  Her 
maternal  grandfather.  Rev.  Bernhard  Wiley,  was  a  prominent  preacher 
in  the  Reformed  Church,  and  carried  the  gospel  mission  all  up  and  down 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  until  his  death,  at  his  home  in  Woodstock,  Vir- 
ginia. In  1852  Mr.  Renner  left  Virginia  and  moved  to  Champaign, 
Illinois.  In  Virginia  he  had  been  a  farmer,  but  lived  retired  in  Cham- 
paign and  died  there  in  his  eighty -sixth  year,  while  his  wife  was  seventy 
when  she  passed  away.  Both  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
]\Irs.  Winslow  is  one  of  the  lovely  characters  in  Milan  society,  a  woman 
of  the  highest  ideals,  and  her  life  has  been  a  benediction  to  all  who  came 
within  the  radius  of  her  influence.  She  was  one  of  the  prime  movers 
and  organizers  of  the  old  Public  Library  Association  of  Milan,  which 
was  turned  over  to  the  township  and  which  was  the  nucleus  of  the 
present  beautiful  library  and  for  which  others  receive  the  honor.  But 
it  was  really  she,  by  her  untiring  efforts,  who  did  more  than  any  one 
other  to  start   and   continue   to   iiuild   Ibis   library.      She   is   one   of  the 
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active  members  aud  still  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Milan.  Her  niece,  Julia  M.  Hardy,  was  educated  at  Milan  and  in 
Oberliu  College,  and  is  also  a  woman  of  thorough  culture  and  together 
they  maintain  the  fine  Winslow  home  which  has  stood  for  so  m\ieh  in 
Milan  ever  since  it  was  occupied  by  the  Winslow  family. 

Isaac  W.  Hoover.  As  the  originator  and  developer  of  what  is  one 
of  the  most  important  manufacturing  industries  carried  on  within  the 
limits  of  Erie  County,  a  special  interest  attaches  to  the  name  of  Isaac  W. 
Hoover,  who  has  done  much  to  increase  and  build  up  those  outside 
associations  by  which  people  in  many  diverse  quarters  of  the  world  know 
of  Erie  County  as  the  source  of  a  certain  type  of  agricultural  machinery 
which  has  served  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  crop  harvesting  and  at  the 
same  time  has  decreased  the  cost  of  production  of  one  of  the  most  com- 
mon articles  of  food.  Originally  Mr.  Hoover  was  a  farmer  who  special- 
ized in  the  potato  crop.  Out  of  his  experience  in  harvesting  that  crop 
by  the  old  fashioned  and  tedious  aud  laborious  method  of  the  plow  or 
potato  fork  he  conceived  the  idea  which  he  perfected  in  the  manufacture 
of  his  first  potato  digger.  Some  thirty  years  ago  he  manufactured  his 
first  machine.  Having  tried  and  tested  its  availibility  for  his  own  pur- 
poses, he  began  on  a  small  scale  to  manufacture  for  others.  Since  then 
lie  has  been  in  increasing  ratio  a  manufacturer,  and  his  machines  have 
lightened  the  burdens  of  men  throughout  the  civilized  world.  Mr. 
Hoover  was  not  only  a  good  manufacturer,  taking  great  pride  in  his 
output,  but  also  had  ability  to  sell  his  products.  His  success  has  been 
the  result  primarily  of  getting  out  a  machine  which  was  of  demonstrated 
practical  value,  and  also  has  been  due  to  his  care  in  never  letting  one  of 
his  diggers  go  out  of  his  shop  unless  it  was  perfect.  He  has  prospered, 
and  his  success  and  prosperity  have  produced  a  permanent  and  far  reaeli- 
ing  benefit  to  mankind.- 

The  Hoover  Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Hoover  is  presi- 
dent and  treasurer,  has  served  to  give  a  name  and  prestige  to  the  little 
Village  of  Avery,  in  which  it  is  not  only  the  largest  institution  but  also 
the  chief  source  of  livelihood  to  the  inhabitants.  This  company  now 
makes  thousands  of  potato  digging  machines  every  year,  and  its  sales 
are  made  in  practically  every  country  that  grows  potatoes.  Mr.  Hoover 
patented  his  machine  in  April,  1885.  After  getting  his  patent,  he  took 
none  of  the  means  so  frerpiently  employed  to  exploit  his  invention.  l)ut 
proceeded  quietl.y.  and  his  industry  has  been  a  growth  more  than  a 
sudden  creation.  At  first  he  intended  his  machine  only  for  use  in  his 
own  fields,  and  the  first  year  manufactured  only  one.  It  did  the  work 
which  he  expected,  and  in  the  following  year  he  made  ten  machines,  all 
of  which  were  marketed  in  Erie  County.  The  third  year  tlie  output  of 
his  shop  was  fifty  machines,  and  from  that  time  the  business  has  been 
increasing  almost  every  year,  and  is  now  the  largest  industry  of  its  kind 
in  the  United  States  and  one  of  the  most  important  considered  from  any 
point  of  view  in  Northei-n  Ohio.  At  the  present  time  about  5.000 
machines  represent  the  output  each  year,  an  average  of  nearly  twenty 
for  every  working  day.  These  machines  are  shipped  and  sold  to  every 
civilized  country.  The  great  plant  covers  fully  four  acres  of  ground  at 
Avery.  Avery  is  a  small  station  located  in  I\lilan  Township  on  the 
Nickel  Plate  Railroad,  and  the  machinery  goes  out  frequently  in  carload 
lots  from  that  station.  Prom  75  to  100  employes  find  their  chief  source 
of  livelihood  in  these  shops. 

Erie  County  may  take  pride  in  the  fact  that  ilr.  Hoover  is  a  native 
son.  He  was  born  near  Sand  Hill  in  Groton  Township,  January  3,  1845. 
and  grew  up  in  that  locality  and  gained  a  practical  education  in  the 
local  schools.     About   forty  years  ago  he  moved   into  ililan  Township, 
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aiid  there  became  a  praetical  fanner,  but  was  soon  (l.'velopiiig  the  potato 
crop  as  his  specialty.  He  iuheritecl  some  iDnsidiialilc  degree  of  mechani- 
cal ability  from  his  father,  and  he  exeriiscd  tliis  tiiiulty  in  producing 
his  first  potato  digger,  and  from  that  has  built  up  tlie  great  business 
already  described. 

His  parents  were  John  and  Elizaljeth  (Woolverton)  Hoover,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pennsylvania.  The 
Hoovers  were  of  Holland  ancestry,  while  the  Woolvertons  were  New 
England  Y'ankees.  Both  John  Hoover  and  wife  came  to  Erie  County 
wlien  young  people,  and  were  married  in  Groton  Township.  Jolm 
Hoover  was  a  stone  mason  by  ti'ade,  having  learned  that  vocation  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  Erie  County  was  employed  in  the  construction  ol' 
a  large  number  of  houses  in  his  time.  In  1849,  with  perhaps  iialf  a 
dozen  other  friends  and  neigldjors,  he  made  the  trip  across  the  plains 
to  California.  His  purpose  in  going  West  was  inspired  by  a  love  of 
adventure  and  a  desire  to  see  the  country  rather  than  primarily  as  a 
gold  seeker.  He  spent  a  year  on  the  golden  shores  of  California,  and 
altogether  was  absent  from  Erie  County  eighteen  months.  After  many 
interesting  experiences  in  the  AVest  he  returned  by  way  of  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  and  then  settled  on  his  farm  in  Oxford  Township  of  Erie' 
County.  Living  there  until  1875  he  removed  to  Bushnell,  Illinois,  where 
liis  brother  Joseph  Hoover  was  living  at  that  time.  Mrs.  John  Hoover 
died  at  Bushnell  in  1891,  when  about  seventy-five  years  of  age.  Soon 
afterwai'd  the  father  returned  to  live  with  his  son  Isaac  in  Milan  Town- 
ship and  also  spent  part  of  his  time  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Prout, 
then  a  resident  of  Oxford  Township,  but  now  of  Cleveland.  John 
Hoover  passed  away  in  this  county  in  1905  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  He 
was  a  democrat  in  politics,  and  while  not  interested  in  oftii'ps  was  always 
pi(;i;iTssi\,'  and  public  spirited,  and  enjoyed  thr  i  r|iut;it  ion  among  his 
frlliiw  townsmen  for  industry  and  most  scrupr.loiis  iiit(-_;i'ity.  Besides 
the  two  ehildren  already  mentioned  there  were  two  other  sons.  Louis  V. 
now  lives  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Diego,  California,  whei-e  he  is  a  fruit 
grower  and  also  has  interests  in  the  city,  and  has  a  family  about  him. 
George,  who  lives  in  Alberta,  Canada,  owns  more  than  two  sections  of 
land  there,  devotetl  to  stock  ranching,  and  is  married  and  has  sons  and 
daugliters. 

After  leaving  tlie  old  home  Isaac  AY.  Hoover  took  up  farming  in 
Oxford  Township,  also  lived  in  Huron  County  for  a  time,  and  in  1875 
established  his  permanent  home  in  Milan  Township.  There  he  bought 
seventy-four  acres  of  land,  and  was  soon  numbered  among  the  extensive 
potato' raisers,  an  industry  which  has  long  flourished  in  that  section  of 
the  county.  Mr.  Hoover  is  now  one  of  the  largest  land  holders  in  INlilan 
Township.  His  lands  are  divided  into  four  large  farms,  each  one  sup- 
plied with  a  complete  set  of  farm  buildings.  His  total  acreage  in  Milan 
Township  is  nearly  700.  and  all  of  it  is  highly  improved  land,  and  pro- 
ducing besides  potatoes  all  tlie  staple  cereals. 

Mr.  Hoover  is  also  a  director  in  the  Farmers  &  Citizens  Bank  of 
Milan,  of  which  his  son  Arthur  L.  is  president  and  director.  This  bank- 
has  a  capital  of  $25,000  and  is  a  well  managed  and  solid  institution. 
Jlr.  Hoover  is  also  a  director  in  the  Huron  County  Bank  of  Norwalk. 
In  ])olitics  both  he  and  his  son  are  democrats. 

In  Oxford  Township  Mr.  Hoover  married  Miss  H.  Jane  Bear.  She 
was  born  in  that  township  in  1846.  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Abigail 
(Kelly)  Bear,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  came  to 
Erie  County  about  the  same  time  as  the  Woolverton  family.  Mr.  Bear 
-lied  in  1860  in  middl.'  liTe.  hnviii-  be.-n  born  December  24.  1819.  His 
^^■idow  survived  liini  many  \ciirs  and  passed  awav  at  the  home  of  her 
daui^iiter  I\lrs.  llnovrT-  April' IS,  IIIIIO.     Siie  was  born  April  20,  1817,  and 
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at  the  time  of  lier  death  was  eighty -three  years  of  age.  :Mrs.  Hoover's 
parents  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  polities  her  father 
was  a  democrat.  ^Irs.  Hoover  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  daughters  and 
two  sons,  seven  of  whom  married,  and  all  are  now  deceased  except  Mrs. 
Hoover  and  Susan  I.,  wife  of  George  Laws  of  Oxford  Township. 

There  are  three  children  in  the  familj^  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoover, 
ilarian,  born  June  21,  18(38,  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Mason,  a  farmer  and 
sand  dealer  at  Avery,  and  their  children  are  Leonis,  deceased,  and  Lloyd 
J.,  Grace  D.,  Han-y  N.,  Donald  M.,  and  Merle  JM.,  whose  twin  brother 
ilax  L.  died  when  nine  months  of  age. 

Arthur  L.  Hoover,  the  only  son  of  Isaac  W.,  was  born  November  23, 
1871.  He  was  well  educated,  attending  besides  the  local  schools  the 
Milan  Normal  and  the  Sandusky  Business  College.  He  is  now  secretary 
of  the  Hoover  Manufacturing  Company.  One  other  olificer  of  this  com- 
pany is  William  F.  Olemacher,  vice  president.  Arthur  L.  Hoover  was 
married  October  11,  1898,  to  Harriet  Woolverton.  Their  children  are 
named  Margaret,  Fay  and  Mary  Jane. 

Helen  Grace,  the  third  child  of  Isaac  W.  and  ilrs.  Hoover,  was  born 
^larch  13,  1876.  She  attended  schools  at  Milan,  but  graduated  from  the 
Art  School  at  Cleveland  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ralph  E.  Garnhart, 
who  is  a  graduate  of  medicine  and  is  in  active  practice  at  Milan;  they 
have  a  daughter  named  Eleanor  Louise.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Hoover  are 
Baptists,  though  they  attend  the  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Milan. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Lodge  and  Chapter  of  JMasonry  at  Milan,  with 
the  Council  and  Knight  Templar  Commandery  at  Norwalk,  and  the  son 
Arthur  is  affiliated  with  the  same  branches  of  the  order,  has  gone 
through  the  chairs  of  tlie  lodge  at  ]\Iilan  and  is  past  high  priest  of  the 
Royal  Arch  Chapter.  Both  Mr.  Hoover  and  his  son  have  employed  their 
ample  means  for  the  development  of  the  community  in  which  they  live. 
They  have  constructed  two  magnificent  homes  at  Avery,  and  these  homes 
represent  not  only  the  most  modern  type  of  architecture  but  also  combine 
the  beauties  of  effective  landscape  gardening,  and  each  one  is  numbered 
among  the  choicest  country  estates  in  Erie  County.  Their  homes  are 
surrounded  by  large  grounds,  with  beautiful  lawns  and  drives  and  foliage 
of  all  kinds,  and  their  garages  are  well  supplied  with  some  of  the  finest 
cars  manufactured. 

Frederick  J.  Olemacher.  Nearly  thirty  years  ago  Frederick  J.  Ole- 
macher came  to  the  United  States  a  young  man  without  experience  in 
American  ways,  with  no  capital,  and  with  willing  hands  and  a  steadfast 
ambition  and  purpose  started  to  build  his  own  fortune.  His  success  has 
been  such  that  he  is  now  accounted  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  and 
farmers  in  Milan  Township,  and  has  sui'i'oiinded  himself  with  those 
things  which  con.stitute  real  ami  siilistaiit iai  surrrss  in  the  world. 

He  is  a  native  of  Gennaiiy,  Imm'h  in  {[.■s>,.ii.  ( •.■tober  18,  1841,  a  son 
of  Daniel  and  Dorothy  (Sautr.  Olemaelur.  Tiny  were  born  at  Burseh 
AYalbaugh,  in  Hessen.  His  father  was  of  old  German  ancestry,  and 
through  all  the  generations  they  had  been  largely  shepherds.  The  Ole- 
macher family  was  of  hardy  and  long  lived  stock,  and  Mr.  Olemacher's 
grandparents"  were  respecli\cly  seventy-five  and  seventy-three  years  of 
age  when  they  died.  Daniel  <  )leiiiaelier  himself  became  an  expert  shep- 
herd and  for'many  years  tended  his  flock  among  the  hills  of  his  native 
locality  in  Germany.  His  first  wife.  Miss  Sauei'.  <lie,l  when  her  sun  Fred- 
erick was  twelve  years  of  age,  being  snrxived  liy  seven  ehiMren,  two 
sons  and  five  daughters.  Daniel  later  married  Henrietta  ilitz,  of  the 
same  locality.  The  children  of  Daniel  who  first  came  to  the  United 
States,  preceding  the  rest  of  the  family,  were  Phillippa,  Carolina  and 
Philip,  all  of  whom  located  in  Erie  County,  married  there,  and  are  now 
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decoaseil,  though  their  diseeiidants  are  still  I'oiuul  in  tliis  and  other 
parts  of  the  country.  In  1886  Daniel  Oliinachrr  and  Ids  second  wife 
with  their  four  children  and  with  the  childii-n  u\'  his  lirst  marriage  who 
had  not  already  immigrated,  set  out  for  tiic  rnitcd  States  on  a  sailing 
vessel  from  Ilambui-g,  and  after  thirty-two  days  of  a  rough  passage 
ktiided  in  New  York  City.  The  fandly  came  on  to  ilonroeville  in  Huron 
County,  and  they  soon  found  employment  in  different  occupations.  Tlie 
Hrst  work  performed  by  Frederick  J.  Olemacher  and  his  father  was  in 
shearing  sheep  at  10  cents  per  head.  At  that  time  they  considered  it 
marvelous  if  they  could  earn  as  much  money  in  a  single  clay  as  they  had 
been  accustomed  to  get  after  a  week  of  labor  in  Germany.  Daniel  Ole- 
macher spent  the  rest  of  his  days  at  ^lonroeville,  where  he  died  April 
15,  1893,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three.  His  widow  passed  away  Septem- 
ber 12,  1912,  aged  eighty-seven.  They  were  both  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church,  and  he  was  a  democrat.  Frederick  J.  Olemacher  has 
one  sister  still  living,  Nettie,  the  wife  of  Philip  Detrieh  of  Bryan,  Ohio. 
He  also  has  three  half-sisters  living  in  Erie  Count.y. 

His  early  training  was  that  of  a  shepherd  boy  on  the  hills  of  his 
native  country,  supplemented  with  the  usual  education  given  to  German 
youth,  and  he  was  also  obliged  to  serve  the  regular  three  years  in  the 
Germany  army.  He  had  just  about  finished  his  term  as  a  soldier  when 
he  made  it  convenient  to  come  to  this  country  with  his  parents.  After 
arriving  in  America  Mr.  Olemacher  depended  upon  hard  work  and 
keeping  everlastingly  at  it  in  order  to  make  progress.  He  rapidly 
adapted  himself  to  the  new  conditions  imposed  by  a  strange  land,  strange 
language  and  strange  customs,  and  out  of  his  earnings  accumulated 
enough  in  a  few  years  to  enable  him  to  niake  his  first  purchase  of  land. 
This  was  100  acres  in  Milan  Town.shiii,  on  one  of  the  prominent  high- 
ways, and  when  he  took  possession  much  of  the  land  was  still  unl)roken 
and  unimproved.  To  the  management  of  this  property  he  gave  the 
same  energetic  handling  which  has  been  characteristic  of  him  in  all 
his  undertakings,  and  soon  had  a  fine  and  valuable  farm.  Upon  it  he 
lias  erected  two  fine  barns,  one  35x66  and  the  other  25x50  feet.  His 
home  is  a  model  place  for  a  country  residence,  and  the  large  white  house 
contains  twelve  rooms.  He  has  made  himself  an  expert  in  the  growing 
of  the  stajjle  crops  of  corn,  wheat  and  oats,  and  lliere  has  been  no  lapse 
or  dinnnution  in  his  steady  advance  to  great ei-  picisperity.  In  the  years 
since  his  first  purchase  'Sir.  Olemacher  bought  175  acres  in  Huron  Town- 
ship, which  he  gave  to  his  son  Adolph.  He  also  owns  133  acres  at  i^pears 
Corners,  and  this  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son,  Henry  H. 
Another  sixty  acres  whicth  he  formerly  owned  belong  no^^■  to  his 
son  William,  near  Avery  in  Milan  Township.  Another  son.  Fred,  has 
received  through  the  assistance  of  his  father  seventy  acres  in  ^lilan 
Township,  and  this  place  is  also  near  Avery.  His  son  Elmer  is  still  at 
home,  an  active  assistant  to  his  father,  and  is  the  prospective  heir  to 
the  homestead.  All  the  other  four  sons  are  married  and  have  children 
of  their  own.  ^Ir.  Olemacher  also  has  four  daughters;  Jliiuiie,  wife 
of  Jacob  Crecelius,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  on  other  pages :  Alary, 
wife  of  Herman  Crecelius,  another  successful  farmer  of  Oxford  Town- 
ship ;  Louise,  wife  of  Henry  Sehaffer,  who  is  foreman  with  the  Hoover 
Manufacturing  Company  at  Avery;  and  Lillian,  who,  like  the  otlier 
danehters.  is  very  well  educated,  is  still  unmarried  and  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Olemacher 's  first  wife  was  Minnie  Lewis,  a  native  of  Germany, 
by  whom  the  fir.st  children  were  born,  and  there  are  two  children  by 
the  present  wife.  The  mother  of  the  younger  children  of  Mr.  Ole- 
macher bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  P.  Schnee.  She  was  born 
ill  Oxford  Township,  March  16,  1864,  and  was  reared  at  Bloominsvillc. 
Ohio.      Her   parents   were   William    and   Christina    (Schaffer)    Schnee, 
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both  of  whom  were  bora  iii  the  Province  oi'  Hessen,  Germany,  coming 
to  the  United  States  when  young  people,  locating  in  Oxford  Township, 
where  they  met  and  married.  They  started  out  as  farmers,  and  in  1870 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Olemaeher  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four.  Mr. 
Sehuee  married  for  his  second  wife  Jlrs.  Elizabetli  (Tessue)  Schaft'er. 
They  reared  a  family  of  five  children,  while  Mr.  Schnee  by  his  first 
marriage  had  seven  childi'en,  and  his  wife  by  her  first  union  was  the 
mother  of  eight  children.  Mr.  Schnee  died  February  25,  1905,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five,  and  his  second  wife  passed  away  March  17,  1915.  All 
these  families  are  German  Reformed  Church  people.  That  is  the  church 
which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olemaeher  attend,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  diniociat. 

Edward  S.  Stephens.  On  the  basis  of  a  very  creditable  record  and 
service  Edward  S.  Stephens  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Erie  County  bar.  His  success  came  from 
his  own  efforts,  and  he  has  alwaj's  measured  results  by  the  highest  ideals 
of  professional  and  personal  integrity. 

Born  at-  Bogart,  Erie  County,  February  2,  1869,  he  is  the  son  of 
Isaiah  S.  and  Mary  Ann  i  1)<'S()<>  i  Stcpiiens.  He  was  reared  in  the  coun- 
try on  a  farm,  attended  the  disiiict  si-hools,  the  private  school  at  Milan, 
and  the  Ohio  Northern  riuvirsify  at  Ada.  Part  of  his  education  was 
won  through  opportunities  gainetl  by  his  own  earnings  and  hard  work, 
either  as  farm  hand  or  teacher.  For  seven  years  he  taught  in  public 
schools  and  at  the  same  time  carried  on  his  studies  for  the  law.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1897,  and  has  since  had  his  home  and  office  in 
Sandusky.  Mr.  Stephens  made  a  specially  creditable  record  as  referee 
in  bankruptcy,  an  office  he  filled  from  19()0  to  1906.  He  left  that  ofifice 
to  become  prosecuting  attorney,  and  his  term  of  service  was  from  1907 
to  1911.  Since  then  he  has  enjoyed  a  large  private  pi'aetice  as  a  memlier 
of  the  Sandusky  bar. 

On  March  6,  1910,  ]\Ir.  Stephens  married  Emeline  Blancke.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Oidi-r  of 
Elks  aiid  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

James  S.  Sands.  Here  is  a  name  that  recalls  many  interesting  asso- 
ciations with  early  history  in  Erie  and  Huron  counties.  Mr.  Sands  has 
spent  nearly  all  his  life  in  ]\Iilan  Township  and  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
fine  farm  in  that  locality.  Mrs.  Sands  as  well  as  himself  is  closely  con- 
nected with  the  pioneer  stock  in  this  section  of  Ohio  and  their  own 
industrious  lives  have  been  in  keeping  with  the  many  respectable  tradi- 
tions connected  with  tlicir  names. 

It  was  ill  the"  iiiniicdiate  vicinity  of  his  present  home  that  James  S. 
Sands   was   horii.    Dcrnnlicr   24,    1857.      His   birthplace   was   in-i.uinally 

known  as  part  (if  flic  "1<1  AM.iitt  tract,  and  later  as  the  Sands  I stcinl. 

His  father's  fanii  was  the  site  which  still  has  great  historic  inicicsi  tn 
both  Huron  and  Erie  counties,  where  the  first  courthouse  and  tiic  first 
jail  were  located  as  the  county  seat  of  the  original  Huron  County.  That 
was  before  the  setting  off  of  Erie  County  as  a  separate  .iurisdiction  in 
1833.  At  the  present  time  there  is  not  a  vestige  remaining  of  the  old 
county  seat.  The  lands  have  been  cleared  off  and  used  for  agricultural 
purposes,  and  there  can  hardly  be  found  a  stick  or  stone  to  indicate  the 
public  buildings  which  once  stood  there.  Even  the  old  \vell  which  sup- 
plied water  has  long  since  been  filled  up.  The  associations  of  this  old 
locality  are  of  particular  interest  to  the  Sands  family,  and  Mr.  Sands' 
grandmother,  Nancy  Laughlin,  was  as  a  girl  employed  in  the  old  Huron 
County  jail,  and  while  living  there  she  married  Grandfather  William 
Sands!  becoming  the  mother  of  William  Sands.  Jr.,  father  of  James  S. 
The  many  details  concerning  the  membership  of  the  Sands  family  and 
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its  early  associations  with  Erie  County  can  be  found  on  other  pages  in 
the  sketch  of  George  M.  Sands. 

James  S.  Sands  was  reared  and  educated  in  Milan  Township,  attended 
the  district  schools  near  his  home,  and  was  also  at  one  time  a  student 
under  Mrs.  Palmer  at  Milan,  one  of  the  noted  early  teachers  of  the 
county.  Adopting  the  vocation  which  has  been  that  usually  followed  by 
other  members  of  the  family,  ilr.  Sands  after  reaching  manhood  became 
the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  his  father's  large  farm,  and  still  has  that 
property.  Thirty-two  years  ago,  in  1883,  he  bought  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  has  his  home,  comprising  sixty-five  acres,  on  the  Jlilan  Road  two 
miles  from  the  old  homestead.  This  was  formerly  the  old  Captain 
Minuse  Farm.  His  enterprise  and  his  diligence  have  resulted  iii  many 
striking  improvements  at  his  farm,  including  the  erection  of  a  comfort- 
able eleven-room  white  house,  modern  in  all  its  ecjuipment  and  arrange- 
ment. There  are  also  a  number  of  barns  and  sheds  for  the  care  of  his 
stock,  implements  and  farm  products,  the  principal  barn  standing  on  a 
foundation  30  by  60  feet.  Mr.  Sands  is  a  first  class  business  farmer,  and 
makes  most  of  his  money  as  a  stock  raiser. 

He  is  also  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  affairs  in  his  section 
of  the  county.  He  has  long  been  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  local  republi- 
can party  and  for  several  years  held  the  office  of  township  trustee.  Few 
residents  of  the  county  have  gone  further  in  the  work  and  rites  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  ^lasonry  than  Mr.  Sands.  He  belongs  to  both  the 
York  and  Scottish  Rite,  having  taken  thirty-two  degrees  in  the  latter. 
He  is  a  member  of  Zenobia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Toledo,  is 
affiliated  with  Norwalk  Covmcil  and  Commandery,  and  with  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  Ko3'al  Arch  Chapter  at  Milan.  He  is  past  master  of  his 
lodge  and  at  present  is  high  priest  in  the  chapter. 

In  1881  Mr.  Sands  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to  Miss  Lavina 
Jenkins.  She  was  born  in  Berlin  Heights,  March  13,  1863,  was  carefully 
reared  and  educated  and  for  thirty-four  years  since  her  marriage  has 
proved  a  devoted  wife  and  a  kind  and  loving  mother  in  her  family.  She 
comes  of  a  sound  old  English  ancestry,  originating  in  Lincolnshire. 
Toward  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  her  great-grandfather  immi- 
grated to  America.  His  name  was  Heni-y  Jenkins,  and  he  died  at  the 
auv  of  103  years.  It  is  not  known  definitely  that  he  was  married  when 
he  came  across  the  ocean,  but  his  wife's  Christian  name  was  Rachel,  her 
surname  being  unknown.  Among  the  relatives  of  the  family  in  England 
there  is  still  a  dispute  carried  on  by  litigation  in  chancery  courts  over 
the  large  estate.  It  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that  a  more  careful  record 
of  the  family  on  the  American  side  was  not  kept,  since  such  a  record 
might  prove  the  means  of  sharing  in  the  ultimate  disposal  of  this  Eng- 
lish property.  Henry  Jenkins  settled  in  New  Jersey,  where  his  son 
William  was  born,  who,  in  turn,  had  a  son  James,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Sands.  James  Jenkins  settled  among  the  Lower  Catskill  Mountains  in 
Dutchess  County,  New  York.  That  was  then  a  wilderness,  and  around 
his  early  home  tJie  woods  were  made  frightful  by  the  howling  of  wild 
beasts.  Jlrs.  Sands'  father,  James,  often  related  to  her  incidents  of  his 
early  boyhood,  and  particularly  of  being  chased  home  by  the  screaming 
of  wild  cats  when  he  was  rounding  up  the  cows  from  the  connnons  where 
they  grazed.  The  grandfather,  William  Jenkins  and  wife,  Saloma 
(ioetchens,  who  was  an  English  girl  boi'u  in  the  vicinity  of  Lincolnshire, 
reared  their  family  in  Dutchess  County.  He  died  in  April  in  the  year 
1853,  aged  seventy-two,  his  wife  having  passed  away  in  March,  1844, 
aged  sixty  years.  "  He  was  a  farmer  and  miller,  and  was  a  man  of  no 
little  distinction  among  the  earlv  s(>ttlers. 

Their  son  James,  father  of  Mrs.  Sands,  was  born  in  1803  and  grew  up 
amid  the  rugged  scenery  of  Dtitchess  Counly.     Before  he  was  twenty 
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years  of  age  he  married  in  1824  a  neighbor  girl,  Donas  Avers,  wlio  died 
in  1844.  Through  one  branch  of  her  ancestry  she  was  .lis.ciKlcd  from 
Holland  Dutch  people.  Not  long  after  the  solemn  cniiipart  \\  Im-li  made 
them  man  and  wife,  James  Jenkins  and  bride,  willi  the  amliilion  for 
gaining  a  home  which  inspired  the  migration  of  so  niaii,\  pidplr  at  that 
time,  set  out  for  the  new  and  growing  west.  They  estahlislicd  ilii'inselves 
on  a  large  tract  of  land  along  the  east  line  of  what  is  now  Milan  Town- 
ship, and  not  very  far  from  where  the  tirst  log  jail  and  courthouse  had 
been  located  as  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  original  Huron  County,  that 
being  about  ten  years  before  Erie  County  was  established.  Here  jMr. 
and  Mrs.  Jenkins  as  young  people  of  hope  and  energy  started  life  on  a 
pioneer  farm.  Mrs.  Jenkins  was  a  well  educated  woman,  and  for  a 
number  of  yeai-s  was  the  principal  teacher  of  the  young  children  at  the 
Laughlin  Corners.  She  died  there  in  1844,  and  her" only  child,  Emma, 
had  died  in  infancy.  This  sudden  breaking  up  of  his  home  almost  dis- 
couraged Mr.  Jenkins,  and  that  event  and  also  the  unhealthy  conditions 
which  prevailed  at  that  time  in  the  swampy  district  of  his  home  caused 
him  to  sell  out  his  property  in  Erie  County  and  return  to  New  York 
State.  There  he  was  married  in  1848  at  Poughkeepsie  to  Ann  Eliza 
(Barnhart)  Bennett,  widow  of  Chaides  Bennett.  She  was  born  in  the 
Catskill  region  of  New  York,  October  26,  1823,  and  wa.s  of  German  and 
French  parentage.  She  grew  up  and  learned  the  trade  of  dressmaker, 
which  she  followed  in  Poughkeepsie  until  her  marriage.  Not  long  after- 
wards James  Jenkins  and  wife  came  West  and  located  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship, where  he  became  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  and  lived  there 
until  his  death  on  December  19,  1881.  His  widow  survived  until  April 
1,  1914,  and  she  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Sands.  She 
wa.s  a  lifelong  consistent  member  of  the  IMethodist  Church,  while  her 
husband  was  a  Presbyterian.  In  the  Jenkins  family  were  the  following 
children:  Anna  E.,  who  died  unmarried  at  t lie  age  of  twenty-three; 
Dorcas,  who  died  after  her  marriage  to  Clarence  Saunders,  leaving  sev- 
eral children;  Charles,  who  is  married,  has  four  children  and  lives  at 
Cleveland ;  Leman,  who  is  a  hardware  merchant  at  Berlin  Heights  and 
has  five  sons  and  one  daughter;  Sarah  Jane  married  L.  B.  Austin  and 
lives  at  Elyria  and  has  a  family;  Lambert  lives  at  Los  Angeles  and  is 
married;  Lavina  (Mrs.  Sands)  and  Moses  James  of  Berlin  Heights,  Ohio, 
ilr.  and  Mrs.  Sands  have  a  son  and  a  daughter.  Roy  M.,  born  June 
23,  1SS4,  was  graduated  from  college  with  the  degree  of  civil  engineer 
in  the  class  of  1906.  and  has  been  very  successful  as  a  bridge  builder  and 
superintenilent  of  cement  construction  for  a  firm  of  Toledo  contractors. 
The  daughter,  Forrest  E..  born  Octolier  13,  1885,  was  a  gi-aduated  bach- 
elor of  science  in  1910  from  the  State  University  of  Columbus,  has  since 
specialized  in  a  domestic  science  course,  and  is  now  a  teacher  of  that 
department,  much  of  her  work  having  been  done  in  Erie  County. 

Samuel  M.  Winton.  The  Winton  family  of  Berlin  Heiglils.  proliably 
have  as  many  interesting  associations  with  the  eaily  setileineiii  and  the 
early  families  of  Erie  Comity  as  any  of  the  representatives  nl'  pioneer 
stock  that  can  still  be  found  in  this  region.  The  W'intnns  have  lived  in 
this  part  of  Northern  Ohio  upwards  of  ninety  years,  while  Mrs.  Winton 's 
familv  was  settled  here  more  than  a  century  ago. 

Samuel  M.  Winton  is  of  Scotch  ancestry,  though  the  name  has  been 
identitied  with  this  country  for  several  generations.  His  parents  were 
Montville  and  Charlotta  (Barnes)  Winton,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  and  both  of  Connecticut  families.  Both  Winton 
and  Barnes  families  came  to  Northern  Ohio  during  the  early  '20s. 
when  all  the  country  was  little  more  than  a  wilderness.  The  Wiutons 
s;'ttled  ill  Vermilion"  Township  of  Erie  County,  while  the  Barnes  family 
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fouud  a  location  at  Amherst  in  Lorain  County.  From  botii  of  these 
households  the  mills  and  stores  and  other  markets  were  miles  distant. 
Wild  game  was  in  abundanee  in  the  woods  and  the  Indians  were  still 
common  visitors  at  their  log  cabin  homes.  Both  families  improved  good 
farms  and  did  their  share  of  the  earl.y  pioneer  work.  The  gi-andparents 
of  ^Ir.  "Winton  in  both  the  Winton  and  Barnes  lines  lived  to  ripe  old 
age  in  spite  of  the  hardships  of  their  early  experience,  and  most  of  them 
were  past  fourscore  when  called  upon  to  settle  their  last  accounts.  After 
Montville  Winton  and  wife  were  married  they  began  housekeeping  at 
Amherst  in  Lorain  County,  and  he  developed  one  of  the  first  regular 
businesses  of  buying  and  shipping  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  hogs.  He 
was  a  drover  to  Clevijland  and  other  eastern  markets,  though  most  of  his 
stock  went  to  Cleveland.  For  many  years  he  was  almost  constantly 
traveling  about  over  Lorain,  Huron  and  Erie  counties,  and  ac(|uireil  a 
large  acquaintance  with  the  people  of  this  section  of  the  state  througii 
his  bu-siness  relations.  It  was  his  custom  in  the  early  days  to  take  his 
cattle  to  market  one  kind  at  a  time,  driving  the  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and 
hogs  all  in  separate  droves.  Later  in  life  Montville  AVinton  and  wife 
moved  to  Wood  County,  Ohio,  and  spent  their  last  years  in  retirement 
at  Poi'tage.  JMontville  Winton  died  there  a  little  more  than  twenty 
years  ago,  having  survived  his  wife  several  years.  Alontville  AVinton 
was  born  about  1805  and  his  wife  about  1808.  They  were  members  of 
the  Aletliodist  Church  and  he  was  a  republican.  To  their  marriage  were 
born  figlit  i-hildren,  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  Three  of  these  died 
wbrii  (|iiitr  young.  ^Inrton,  one  of  those  that  grew  up,  was  in  the 
Uiiili'il  Siiiiis  Xavy  tliroiii^hout  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  and  died  a 
barhclid'  at  I'oi-tagr  wlicii  about  sixty  years  of  age.  Another  child,  George, 
who  is  still  living  and  makes  his  home  at  Portage,  in  Wood  County, 
was  also  a  soldier  and  went  through  the  war  unscathed  with  an  Ohio 
regiment  and  is  now  sixty-eight  years  of  age  and  is  married  but  has  no 
children.  A  daughter,  Artemisia,  the  widow  of  John  Stapleton,  lives  at 
Foi-t  AVayne,  Indiana,  and  has  a  son  and  thi-ee  daughters.  Another 
daughter  was  MelLssa,  who  died  a  few  years  ago  at  Portage,  as  the  widow 
of  Franklin  P'endell,  who  was  one  of  the  most  popular  railway  engineers 
on  the  Lake  Shore  road. 

Samuel  31.  AVinton  was  the  oldest  sou  and  the  second  child  of  his 
parents.  He  was  born  at  Brownhelm  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  Alay  8. 
l.s;iy.  He  grew  up  at  his  father's  home,  and  early  became  identified 
wilh  the  business  of  stock  drover  followed  by  his  father.  Beginning  as 
early  as  twelve  years  he  rode  a  horse  and  helped  drive  cattle  to  Cleve- 
land, and  he  proved  himself  so  trustworthy  that  he  was  often 
allowed  to  take  a  herd  by  himself.  That  business  gave  him  his  chief 
activities  until  he  reached  his  majority.  After  his  mai-riage  he  settled 
on  a  farm  at  Ogontz  in  Berlin  Township,  and  there  he  had  forty-five 
acres  of  well  improved  land  and  in  addition  to  its  own  productions  he 
carried  on  an  extensive  business  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  horses, 
cattle  and  other  stock,  mainly  for  the  lienefit  of  local  markets.  Another 
feature  of  his  farming  was  fruit  growing.  In  these  activities  he  was 
engaged  with  satisfying  success  until  the  spring  of  1903,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Berlin  Heights  and  bonglit  a  comfortable  residence  on  Sonth 

Mr.  Winton  was  married  in  the  Peak  neighborhood  of  Berlin  '{"own- 
ship,  January  1,  1863,  to  .Miss  Dorleca  Peak.  Mrs.  AVinton  was  born 
near  Ceylon  "junction.  December  4.  1843,  and  in  that  community  grew 
up  and  received  her  education,  and  in  a  mari-iage  relationship  of  more 
than  half  a  century  has  shai-cd  the  responsibilities  of  life  with  her  hus- 
band and  been  his  constant  help  and  encouragement.  Her  parents. 
Danirl  and  ATarv   (Philli|)si    Peak,  both  natives  of  Erie  County,  repre- 
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seiited  a  notable  family  of  this  section  of  Ohio,  lioth  her  parents  were 
I)orn  in  Erie  County  i)rior  to  1820  and  were  married  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship, and  afterwards  lived  on  their  farm  in  that  township  until  they 
retired  to  Berlin  Heights;  Daniel  Peak  died  there  August  23,  1865, 
when  nearly  forty-seven  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  passed  away  June  25, 
1898,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
^Irs.  Winton,  at  Ogontz.  She  w-as  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  though  her  family  were  Methodists,  and  in  politics  her  husband 
was  a  republican.  Mrs.  "Winton 's  paternal  grandfather  was  Oliver  Peak, 
who  was  born  in  Vermont  of  old  New  England  stock,  moved  to  New  York 
State,  and  there  married  Polly  Van  Banscoten,  who  was  of  an  old  Dutch 
family  long  established  in  the  Mohaw'k  Valley.  Polly's  father  had  the 
care  of  General  Washington's  liorses  while  that  great  iiuiii  was  in  New 
York  State  dui'ing  the  Revolutionary  war.  Oliver  I'ruk  :in(l  wife  came 
to  Erie  ('ounty  in  1812  or  1813,  and  settled  in  Berlin  Townsliip,  after 
breaking  a  way  tiirough  the  woods  from  Cleveland.  They  arrived  with 
an  ox  team,  and  their  first  settlement  was  a  mile  south  of  the  lake  at 
wliat  is  now  Ceylon  Station  or  in  that  immediate  vicinity.  Here  they 
went  through  all  the  usual  expericnrcs  of  llic  pioneer.  Their  first  home, 
a  log  cabin,  was  replaced  by  a  frame  Imusc,  and  that  in  turn  by  a  sub- 
stantial lu'ick  house,  which  is  still  staiuliiig,  though  built  eighty  years 
ago,  and  is  an  interesting  landmark  of  tliat  community.  Oliver  Peak 
gave  the  land  now  included  in  the  Peak  Cemeteiy.  He  and  his  wife 
lived  quiet  but  industrious  and  wholesome  lives  and  died  on  their  farm 
when  about  fourscore  years  of  age.  Oliver  Peak  w-as  at  one  time  reputed 
to  be  the  richest  man  in  Berlin  Township.  For  years  he  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  for  his  integrity  of  character 
and  his  good  common  sense,  apart  from  his  material  wealth.  He  was 
first  a  whig  and  later  a  republican  in  polities,  and  his  wife  was  a  Baptist 
in  religion.  The  last  thirteen  years  of  her  life  she  was  an  invalid,  and  in 
spite  of  that  affliction  was  a  woman  of  rare  charm  and  a  delightful  com- 
panion to  old  and  young.  Oliver  Peak's  father  was  an  English  sea  cap- 
tain, but  died  in  New  England,  probalily  in  Vermont. 

.Mr.  and  ilrs.  Winton  have  one  dauchtcr,  ]\Tary  L.,  who  is  living  at 
home.  She  was  well  educated  in  thi'  NUrwalk  High  School,  and  is  a 
skilled  milliner.  She  is  a  member  of  llic  Tiicsdiiy  Tourist  Club  and  one 
of  the  active  workers  in  that  literary  orgaiii/ation  at  Berlin  Heights. 
The  family  attend  the  Congregational  Clnireh,  and  Mr.  Winton  is  a 
republican  in  polities. 

James  Caldwell  McKesson.  In  the  construction  of  the  Mad  River 
Railroad,  the  first  railroad  in  Ohio,  to  which  considerable  attention  is 
paid  in  the  chapter  on  railroads  elsewhere  in  this  work,  one  of  the  local 
men  prominently  engaged  was  James  Ciililwell  .McKesson,  then  quite  a 
young  man.  He  had  come  to  Ohio  with  liis  parents,  Isaac  and  Elizabeth 
f  Caldwell)  McKesson,  in  1827  from  L\coiiiing  County,  Pennsylvania, 
locating  at  Venice  in  what  is  now  Erie  County. 

Later  on  Mr.  ^McKesson  engaged  in  farming  quite  extensively  and 
took  a  special  interest  in  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Erie  County  and  in 
the  good  of  the  communit_y  in  general.  Owing  to  his  generosity  and 
philanthropic  principles  no  one  was  ever  turned  from  his  door  hungry 
or  in  need.  He  took  a  great  interest  in  public  affairs  at  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war,  giving  his  eldest  son  to  the  service.  Although  not  a  regular 
attendant  at  religious  seiwices  he  was  a  very  liberal  donor  to  all  church 
interests,  especially  at  Sand  Hill,  where  he  spent  the  greater  pai't  of  his 
life,  and  where  he  aided  very  materially  in  the  building  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  that  place.  His  brother,  JMr.  Isaac  McKesson, 
donated  the  land  for  the  churcli. 
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Oil  the  paternal  .side  he  eame  of  Seoteh  lineage,  his  grandfather,  Joliii 
McKesson,  being  a  Presbyterian  minister  who  finished  the  course  in 
literature  ancl_  theology  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh  and  eame  to 
America  in  I76I.  locating  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  typical  Sooteh 
Presb.yterian  and  pi-nvcd  a  power  for  good  in  the  community  in  which 
he  resided  during'  the  cinly  colonial  period. 

His  son,  Isaac  McKesson,  Sr.,  father  of  James  ('..  was  also  educated 
for  the  ministry,  but  his  natural  tastes  for  mechaims  Icil  liim  to  aliandon 
that  calling  and  he  later  learned  the  trade  of  iiiillw  liulil  :ind  civil  engi- 
neering, and  was  naturally  attracted  to  the  favorable  lucatiuii  for  mills 
at  Venice,  Ohio.    He  moved  to  that  place  in  1827. 

James  C.  McKesson  was  married  December  3,  1840,  in  Bloomingville, 
Ohio,  to  Mai-yetta  Prout.  She  came  to  that  place  with  her  parents, 
Daniel  and  Sarah  (Holt)  Prout  from  Oneida  County,  New  York,  when 
but  a  small  child.  Four  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Andrew  1)., 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  Celina  Ramsdell  and  Elmer  Ellsworth,  ]\lrs,  ^MeKes- 
son's  grandfathers  were  otificers  in  the  American  Revolution,  and  she 
always  prized  very  highly  several  articles  that  had  been  bought  w'ith 
Revolutionaiy  money. 

Prof,  Eijas  R,  Felton.  In  the  death  of  Prof.  Elias  R.  Felton  al 
his  home  in  IMilan,  March  1,  1906,  there  passed  away  one  of  tlic  ablest 
educators  in  Northern  Ohio,  a  man  who  had  impressed  his  influcm-c 
upon  hundreds  of  young  people  preparing  for  li\'cs  (if  pivictical  usi-tiil 
ness  in  business  careers.  Professor  Peltnii  duriim  his  acti\c  carciM'  was 
mainly  identified  with  one  of  the  large  biisimss  rdllcucs  at  ('levclaiid, 
but  was  well  known  in  Erie  County  and  his  widnw.  .Mrs.  Kclton.  ikiw 
occupies  the  old  Coinstoek  homestead  in  ililau  \'illagc,  the  home  of  her 
parents. 

Born  at  Nunday  Valley  in  New  York  State,  December  3,  1828,  lie 
was  nearly  seventy-eight  years  of  age  when  he  passed  away.  His  par- 
ents were  James  and  Mary  (Rawson)  Felton,  both  natives  of  New  Yorlc 
State.  Soon  after  the  birth  of  Professor  Felton  they  came  West  to 
Milan,  but  later  returned  to  New  York  where  the  mother  died  in  the 
prime  of  life.  Some  years  later  James  Felton  married  a  Miss  Bowers 
of  Huron  County,  where  he  lived  for  many  years.  He  combined  tlie 
operation  of  a  farm  with  an  industry  for  the  manufacture  of  high  grade 
axes  of  all  kinds,  and  the  axe  factory  was  one  of  the  prosperous  indus- 
tries of  Huron  County.  His  second  wife  died  near  Norwalk,  leaving 
several  children.  James  Felton  again  married  late  in  life,  and  bis  own 
career  eame  to  a  close  when  past  eighty.  He  was  a  republican,  and  as 
a  Mason  was  a  charter  member  of  both  the  Blue  Lodge  and  tin-  l»o\al 
Arch   Chapter  at  Milan. 

Elias  R.  Felton  spent  most  of  his  early  career  in  ]Milaii  and  in 
Huron  County.  He  attended  the  old  Huron  Institute  at  Milan,  and  as 
a  youth  learned  the  trade  of  axe  maker  with  his  father.  The  first  axe 
he  ever  made  is  still  in  possession  of  his  family.  For  bis  first  wife 
Professor  Felton  married  Lucy  Perrin,  a  daughter  of  Raymond  Perrin 
and  a  cousin  of  Judsou  Perrin,  to  whom  reference  is  made  on  other 
pages.  He  then  moved  to  Cleveland,  took  a  thorough  course  ui  the 
old  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College,  and  a  few  years  later  became 
an  insti'uctor  in  the  Spencerian  Business  College  at  Cleveland,  and  later 
ac(|uired  an  interest  in  the  college  and  helped  to  make  it  a  highly  suc- 
cessful institution.  He  retaiiu'd  his  business  relations  until  189."),  and 
then  for  five  or  six  years  was  retained  as  a  member  of  tne  faculty  ol' 
instruction.     He  finally  retired,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Milan, 

While  a  resident  of  Cleveland  Professor  Felton  was  one  of  the  best 
known  citizens  and  active  in  muni<-ipal  ])nlitics  on  the  West  Side.     He 
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served  as  a  ineinber  of  the  sehool  board  and  in  other  pul)lic  offices,  and 
at  one  time  was  a  nominee  for  mayor.  He  was  also  prominent  in 
IMasonry,  and  was  affiliated  with  the  Lodge,  Chapter,  Oonneil,  Com- 
mandery,  the  thirty-second  degree  Scottish  Rite  Consistory  and  the 
Mystic  .Shrine.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican  and  in  matters  of  religion 
supported  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

By  his  marriage  to  Miss  Lucy  Perrin,  Professor  Felton  had  two 
children,  William  and  Ida,  and  by  his  second  marriage,  to  Mrs.  ^Matilda 
(Judson)  Perrin,  two  children  were  born,  Mary  M.  and  Grace  B.  Grace 
married  E.  G.  Tillotson,  of  Cleveland,  and  at  her  death  left  one  daugh- 
ter. Mary  married  Mr.  Harry  Allen  and  had  two  sons.  Donald  and 
Robert. 

At  ]\lilan  on  March  20,  1895,  Professor  Felton  married  Julia  B. 
Comstock.  She  was  born  at  the  old  Conistoek  homestead  in  Milan 
Township  east  of  Milan  Village,  December  11,  1843.  As  a  young  girl 
she  attended  the  Milan  Normal  School.  She  still  occupies  the  plea.sant 
residence  on  Seminary  Street  in  Milan,  formerly  the  home  of  her  par- 
ents, where  she  and  her  husband  spent  his  last  years.  Mi's.  Felton  is 
a  daughter  of  Philo  and  Julia  Ann  (Austin  )  ( 'omstork.  Her  grand- 
father Nathan  Sillick  Comstock,  married  I'.ctsiy  Siyniour,  and  they 
were  all  natives  of  Connecticut.  Nathan  S.  (  (niistdilc  was  one  of  the 
tire  sufferers  at  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  was  given  a  large  grant  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Milan,  Ohio. 
Philo  Comstock,  who  was  born  February  5,  1809,  in  1827,  came  with  his 
sister  Betsey,  two  years  his  junior,  by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  the 
Erie  Canal  and  by  boat  to  Huron  and  Milan,  and  took  up  his  home  on  the 
portion  of  fire  lands  granted  to  his  father.  He  began  the  improvement 
of  his  place,  and  in  IS'il)  married  Mary  Newcomb.  She  died  about 
eighteen  months  later.  |),c, mli,  i-  I'.'i,  ]s:\-2.  he  married  Julia  A.  Austin. 
She  was  born  in  Stamfoid.  ( '(iniitctirut,  .May  8,  1811,  and  also  belonged 
to  old  Connecticut  and  New  England  stock.  After  their  marriage  they 
spent  several  years  on  the  300-acre  farm,  where  they  built  a  large  lirick 
house  with  a  dozen  rooms  and  of  old  colonial  style  of  architecture. 
About  1875  Mr.  Comstock  retired  to  ^lilan  and  died  in  that  village  No- 
vember 7,  1892.  His  wife  passed  away  jMarch  1-1,  1895.  The  Comstocks 
were  among  the  most  prominent  people  of  this  section  of  Ohio,  and  lived 
lives  of  eminent  usefulness  and  honor  in  tin-  (•iiiiiiii\',iiit\-.  I'hilo  Corn- 
stock  and  wife  were  charter  members  of  the  .Milan  I'rcsliyicriaii  ('liurch 
and  helped  to  build  the  first  church  edifice  an<l  supiiortcd  iis  ;ictivil  les, 
and  he  was  an  elder  for  many  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  i-epublican. 
The  Comstock  children  were:  George  S.,  who  died  young;  Edward  A., 
who  was  in  service  as  a  LTnion  soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  was  twice 
married,  had  three  daughters  and  a  son,  and  is  now  living  at  the  Sol- 
diers' Home  in  Sandusky;  Francis  D.,  also  died  young;  Gertrude  mar- 
ried John  F.  Randolph  of  Norwalk,  and  they  have  a  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters; the  next  in  age  is  Mrs.  Felton;  Emma  F.  was  marrii'd  tn  Cliai'les 
V.  LaVayea  of  Cleveland,  and  she  now  makes  her  home  willi  ,Mis.  I'dton 
at  Milan.  Mrs.  Felton  is  an  active  member  of  the  Presbytciian  cimrch. 
belongs  to  the  Research  Club  in  ]\Iilan,  and  is  past  matron  of  Edison 
Chapter  No.  112  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star. 

JuDE  C.  C.VNPiELD.  The  fine  farm  home  in  l-'bncnrr  Township  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Jude  C.  Canfield  is  the  phiic  wli.i-,.  h,.  was  born, 
and  which  has  been  in  the  family  for  three  siicv  ssi\,  umrial  imis.  The 
Canfields  have  lived  in  this  part  of  Northern  Ohio  fm-  inmv  ihan  seventy 
years,  and  have  been  u.seful  factors  in  converting  \\\r  wiM.Tncss  into  a 
prosperous  and  highly  developed  country.  The  gcncabii^ical  records  of 
the  Canfield  fandly  show  its  origin  in  France  as  early  as  13.")(1  A.  D., 


1048  HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

and  from  that  L-ouatr>-  members  of  the  name  came  to  America  during 
the  colonial  epoch. 

Mr.  Canfield's  home  is  in  Florence  Township  near  the  Huron  County 
line,  where  he  was  born  Or-tober  <),  1874.  His  parents  were  Darwin  R. 
and  Eunice  (Corbin)  C^inticl.l,  bdth  of  whom  were  natives  of  Huron 
Count.y.  His  father  wns  Ih,i  n  .M;,y  24,  1846,  and  died  January  20.  1892, 
and  the  mother  was  bum  .Septi-mber  12.  184s.  aiid  died  Apri'l  2ti,  1895. 
The  paternal  grandparents  were  Calvert  ('.  ami  .Mary  -Ilaiildid  Can- 
field,  who  came  from  the  East  and  found  sritlciiiciil'  in  llic  «  ildci'uess 
of  Huron  County  in  the  very  early  days.  Calvirt  Caiitield,  while  living 
most  of  his  life  in  Huron  County,  also  acquired  the  land  in  Florence 
Township  now  occupied  by  his  grandson.  Darwin  R.  Canfield  and  wife 
were  married  in  Wakeman  Township  of  Huron  County,  May  31,  1869, 
and  began  housekeeping  on  the  place  now  owned  by  his  son  in  Florence 
Township,  and  on  this  tract  of  seventy  acres  they' erected  a  fine  house, 
large  barns,  and  sptMit  their  lives  and  later  years  in  comfort  and  plenty. 
Darwin  I.'.  ('aiiHrld  inherited  this  farm  in  Florence  Township  formerly 
owned  by  liis  latlirr.  They  were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  in  i)ulitii-s  lie  was  a  republican. 

The  only  child  of  his  parents,  Jude  C.  Canfield  grew  up  as  a  farmer 
boy  and  obtained  a  substantial  education  in  local  schools.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  he  became  owner  oP  the  seventy  acres  which  had  fii'st 
been  owned  by  his  grandfather  and  later  by  his  father,  and  has  since 
made  it  into  a  fine  farm,  with  sulisiaiiiial  buildings,  including  an  eight- 
room  white  house  and  a  barn  o().\4U  feet,  and  also  a  drying  house  24x40 
feet  for  his  sweet  corn  crop,  which  is  one  of  the  important  items  in  his 
agricultural  liusiness.  He  also  grows  abundant  crops  of  corn,  wheat, 
oats,  has  considerable  meadow,  and  is  in  every  way  a  progressive  agri- 
culturist. 

He  was  married  in  Wakeman  Township  to  ]Miss  hia  Owen.  ]\h-s.  Can- 
field  was  born  in  Townsend  Township  of  Huron  County,  June  27,  1879. 
and  was  educated  in  the  Wakeman  High  School.  Her  parents  are 
Romando  and  Georgia  (Sherman)  Owen,  the  former  of  Townsend  Town- 
ship, where  he  was  born  in  1860,  and  the  mother,  born  in  1861,  was  a 
native  of  Wakeman  Township,  Hm-on  County.  They  have  been  active 
farmers  in  Huron  County  during  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  and  now 
live  in  Wakeman  Village,  being  raenibers  of  the  Congregational  Church 
there,  while  her  father  is  a  republican.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Canfield  are  the 
parents  of  three  children :  Geneva,  who  was  born  October  13,  1900.  and 
is  now  a  student  in  the  Wakeman  TTiorh  School;  Pauline,  born  March 
17,  1901,  and  also  in  the  sim,.  hiuli  silmol;  and  Owen  C,  born  January 
15,  1904,  and  now  attemlinu  the  made  sehools.  ]\Ir.  Canfield  and  family 
support  the  Congregational  Cluirch  and  all  the  movements  for  the  benefit 
of  their  locality  and  in  jjolilics  he  is  a  republican. 

Life  .\nd  Work  of  Hudson  Tuttle  .\nd  His  Wife  Emma  Rood 
TuTTLE.  The  life  work  of  Hudson  Tuttle  is  not  confined  to  Erie  County 
Init  is  world  wide.  To  a  world  view  Erie  County  is  but  a  small  dot  on 
the  surface  of  the  globe.  Yet  from  that  point,  through  the  genius  of 
such  men  as  Hudson  Tuttle,  has  radiated  an  infiuence  that  has  touched 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  people  living  in  the  remotest  bounds.  It  was 
because  he  passed  his  entire  home  life  in  Erie  County  and  departed  from 
it  to  the  innnortal  life  on  December  14,  1910,  that  a  history  of  Erie 
( 'ounty  would  be  incomplete  without  an  outline  of  his  career. 

His  parents  came  to  the  town  now  known  as  Berlin  in  the  early  '30s. 
about  1831  or  1832,  and  bought  the  land,  entirely  uncleared,  which  is 
now  known  as  Walnut  Grove  Farm,  the  old  Tuttle  homestead,  where 
Hudson  was  liorn  in  1836.     His  fath(>r  was  a  native  of  Long  Island  and 
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his  mother  of  New  Hampshire.  Both  were  excellent  people  and  noted  for 
their  integrity,  intelligence  and  all  around  good  citizenship.  His  father. 
Nathan  Tuttle,  lived  to  be  eighty-nine  years  of  age,  and  his  mother,  Maria 
Monroe  Tuttle,  reached  the  age  of  ninety -two.  Hudson's  prospects  for 
length  of  years  was  apparently  good,  but  his  ambition  always  overdrew 
on  his  strength,  and  his  intense  mental  activity  would  not  stop  for  a 
tired  body.  So  his  body  slept ' '  the  sleep  which  knows  no  waking ' '  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four. 

His  work  is  still  carried  on  at  the  old  place,  the  Hudson  Tuttle  Pub- 
lishing Company,  Berlin  Heights,  Ohio,  from  which  go  out  books  to  all 
parts  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Tuttle  was  married  in  1857  to  Miss  Emma  D.  Rood  of  Braceville, 
Ohio,  also  a  writer  with  whom  he  became  acquainted  by  her  contributions 
to  a  ( ■lc\(  l.iiiil  iii'iindical.  After  their  marriage  they  wrote,  published 
and  lilriidcd  tiiiii'  literary  labors,  as  well  as  home  building  and  rearing  of 
children,  and  in  those  lieneficent  activities  their  ideal  marriage  partner- 
ship endured  for  tifty-two  years.  They  ei'liln-ated  their  golden  wedding 
by  the  publication  of  "A  Golden  Sheaf  w  Ideli  is  still  sold  and  from  it  is 
extracted  the  portion  of  what  Mr.  Tuttle  says  in  "Ourselves"  his  intro- 
duction to  the  readers  of  the  book. 

' '  A  journey  of  fifty  years !  How  interminable  it  seems  looking  ahead, 
how  short  looking  pastward !  It  would  have  been  wearisome,  objectless, 
selfish  and  disappointing,  had  it  been  taken  alone.  With  companion- 
ship, support,  sympathy  and  mutual  trust,  its  cares  are  lightened,  the 
weary  days  shortened,  the  flinty  paths  softened  with  the  flowers  of 
loving  kindness.  Now  we  have  I'eached  the  western  slope  of  the  Great 
Divide,  and  in  quiet  I  ask  my  companion:  Had  you  known,  that  lovely 
morning  we  first  met,  all  that  fate  had  stored  for  our  united  lives,  all 
the  dark  hours  of  pain,  choking  grief,  disappointment,  exacting  tasks, 
would  you  have  answered  yes? 

"I  know  you  would  affirm  as  unreservedly  as  would  I,  for,  after  all, 
the  days  of  sunshine  have  been  many  and  the  dark  days  excei^tional. 
They  have  come  into  our  lives,  not  by  our  own  seeking,  but  by  the  force 
of  circumstances,  and  we  have  mastered  them,  not  have  they  made  the 
waters  of  life  bitter,  or  broken  its  current.  In  the  main  they  have  been 
such  as  come  to  the  lot  of  all,  and  we,  standing  together,  have  been 
stronger  to  meet  and  dare,  than  we  could  have  been  alone. 

"We  thought  our  home,  with  the  precious  three  children,  ideal,  and 
their  going  out  into  the  world  was  hard  to  bear.  Yet  we  could  not 
always  have  them  in  the  nest.  The  fledgling  bird  must  fly,  for  the  air  is 
its  element  and  it  can  be  happy  only  when  exercising  its  freedom.  Nor 
could  we  hold  our  eldest  with  earthly  ties,  and  must  solace  our  aching 
hearts  with  the  reflection  that  she  gained  a  purer  sphere  by  her  emanci- 
pation from  mortal  life. 

' '  They  are  all  ours  still,  two  on  earth,  one  in  heaven,  and  the  heavenly 
one  is  nearer  and  visits  us  oftener;  is  the  most  intimately  ours,  though 
our  mortal  senses  fail  to  reveal  her  shadowy  form. 

"The  kindest  manifestation  of  overbrooding  love  is  the  thick  and 
impenetrable  veil  that  shuts  the  future  from  us.  Our  strength  is  not 
wasted  in  vain  fear  of  the  inevitable,  and  when  we  meet  tomorrow's 
message,  we  can  bravely  respond.  Day  by  day  it  comes,  and  for  the 
requirements  made  on  us  we  have  strength. 

"All  our  children  were  born  in  the  old  farm  homestead.  Here  they 
were  reared.  They  have  left  souvenirs  in  the  trees  and  shrubbery 
planted ;  the  arbors  they  built,  and  pictures  they  sketched  on  the  walls. 
The  great  elm  was  planted  by  our  boy,  Carl,  when  five  years  old.  It  was 
a  tiny  seedling  with  only  three  leaves  when  he  brought  it  from  the  wood- 
land.    The  tree  with  crimson  foliage,  our  eldest  daughter  planted  and 
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like  everytliing  slie  touched,  responded  with  vigorous  growth.  The 
wauhoo  which  all  winter  enlivens  with  its  red  fruitage,  Claire,  our 
youngest,  brought  from  the  woods  when  in  leaf  and  made  it  live  and 
grow  by  constant  attention.  The  tall,  ambitious  lombardy  w-hich  flaunts 
its  aspiring  coronal,  like  a  gigantic  plume,  was  set  by  Madge,  our  grand- 
daughter, as  she  said,  'to  keep  my  memory  green.' 

"And  well  do  I  remember,  it  is  more  than  sixty  years  ago,  my  mother 
planted  a  walnut  by  the  gate,  saying  that  she  wanted  a  shade  tree  there. 
Father  gloomily  said  no  one  would  live  to  see  her  tree  cast  a  shadow. 
Now  it  spi-eads  out  its  great  limbs  and  the  first  frost  covers  the  ground 
with  its  fruitage.  The  long  row  of  beautiful  maples,  which  flame  in  the 
autumn  days,  well  do  I  remember  when  my  father  transplanted  them, 
and  I  with  childish  strength  held  them  up  while  he  sighted  them  into 
line. 

"Under  the  cedars  is  the  grave  of  Trouper,  our  beloved  St.  Bernard, 
most  human  of  all  animals,  most  devoted  and  sympathetic. 

"The  rooms  of  the  house  which  for  half  a  century  have  been  gather- 
ing bric-a-brac,  books,  pictures,  and  nameless  gifts  of  friends,  vibrate 
with  influences  which  awaken  a  thousand  memories — pleasing  memories 
- — with  shadows  here  and  there. 

"Of  the  earliest  guest  that  my  memory  recalls  (of  my  parents)  was 
Prof.  0.  S.  Fowler,  then  in  the  floodtide  of  his  efforts  to  bring  phrenology 
before  the  world,  and  make  it  a  factor  of  education.  He  had  utilized 
the  theoretical  teachings  of  Dr.  Gall,  and  his  lectures  captivated  a  public 
which  was  just  awakening  from  the  lethargy  of  religious  domination 
and  craving  to  be  led  to  new  fields.  Phrenology  did  not  prove  itself  a 
'science'  nor  establish  the  great  claims  he  made  for  it,  but  he  carried 
with  it  a  tide  of  common  sense  in  hygiene,  self-culture,  social  relations, 
and  liberal  thought,  and  represented  the  most  advanced  ideas  of  the 
time — and  far  ahead  of  the  time.  Phrenology  has  passed,  but  the  liberal 
ideas,  religious,  social  and  domestic,  have  displaced  the  old,  and  few 
there  are  who  give  this  earthly  pioneer  the  credit  he  deserves." 

The  broad  scope  to  which  Hudson  Tuttle  aspired  even  in  childhood 
shows  why  his  books  are  now  in  greater  demand  than  ever  before  by 
educators,  psychic  students  and  even  theologians.  When  he  was  a  little 
lad  a  traveling  preacher  went  through  the  woods  on  horseback  and 
stopped  with  his  parents  over  night,  when  the  ennvcrsation  was  mostly 
on  religion  and  beliefs,  to  which  Ilinlsdii  listened  miierly,  noticing  his 
alertness,  said:  "I  guess  you'll  m.ilce  w  \<vr;\r\[iT.  my  hoy,  when  you  are 
a  man."  "If  I  do,"  said  the  lad,  "1  shall  lucacli  what  you  dont!"  and 
he  did.  He  wrote  over  a  wide  range  of  sub.jects,  the  best  idea  of  which 
can  be  obtained  by  a  brief  quotation  of  the  titles  and  some  of  the  com- 
ments made  on  the  standard  works  on  Spiritualism  published  liy  the 
Tuttles.    This  list  is  as  follows : 

The  Arcana  of  Nature,  by  Hudson  Tutllc  with  an  introduction  by 
Emmett  Densmore,  M.  D.  This  book,  first  published  nearly  fifty  years 
ago,  and  a  long  time  out  of  print,  has  been  republished  in  London.  That 
it  has  been  translated  into  several  languages,  and  a  new  edition 
demanded,  indicates  its  value. 

A  CoMeii  Sin  iif.  by  Hudson  and  Emma  Rood  Tuttle.  Made  of  what 
the  wrifiis  rri:;iid  as  among  the  most  valuable  of  their  inspirations  in 
prose  and  jtoctry.    A  souvenir  of  their  golden  wedding. 

Mediuinship  and  Its  Laws.  Answering  the  question:  How  can  I 
become  a  Medium?    By  Hudson  Tuttle. 

Religion  of  Man  and  Ethics  of  Science.    By  Hudson  Tuttle. 

The  Arcana  of  Spiritualism;  a  JMainial  of  Spiritual  Science  and 
Philosophy.     By  Hudson  Tuttle. 

Origin  and  Anti(|uity  of  Man. 
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Evolution  of  the  God  and  Christ  Ideas.    By  Hudson  Tuttle. 

From  Soul  to  Soul.  By  Emma  Rood  Tuttle.  This  volume  contains 
the  best  poems  of  the  author  and  her  most  popular  songs,  with  the  music 
by  eminent  composers. 

Asphodel  Blooms  and  Other  Offerings.  By  Emma  Rood  Tuttle.  This 
volume  is  dedicated  "To  those  whose  thoughts  and  longings  reach  into 
the  Unseen  Land  of  Souls  this  handfid  of  Asphodels,  mixed  with  common 
flowers,  is  ottered,  hoping  to  give  rest  and  pleasure  while  waiting  at  Jhe 
way  station  on  the  journey  thither." 

Angell-Prize  Contest  Recitations.     By  Emma  Rood  Tuttle. 

The  Lyceum  Guide.    By  Emma  Rood  Tuttle. 

Stories  from  Bevond  the  Borderland.  By  Hudson  and  Emma  Rood 
Tuttle. 

Mr.  Tuttle  has  left  I'oi-  publication  nuu-ii  valualile  matter  the  world 
may  yet  see.  His  "Log  Book  of  the  Lucy  Ann,"  a  marine  novel,  is 
complete,  and  will  some  time  appear. 

He  longed  to  stay  and  complete  his  work,  and  to  establish  mental 
freedom.  He  said  :  "When  the  sun  of  knowledge  shines  from  the  zenith 
of  the  cloudless  heavens,  and  there  remains  no  dark  shadow  of  ignorance 
behind  which  superstition  may  linger,  then  man  will  find  restful  peace 
in  the  certainty  of  law  and  order.  Then  will  have  i^erished  the  Religion 
of  Pain,  which  has  through  past  ages  lield  mankind  on  its  rack  of  torture, 
and  will  have  dawned  in  the  millennial  day.  which  is  not  divine,  Imt 
essentially  human,  the  Religion  of  Joy. 


CH.-iKLEs  0.  ilERRY.  Here  and  there  in  Erie  County  can  be  found  a 
family  whose  permanent  residence  can  be  traced  back  coiitinnciusly  for 
more  than  a  century  to  the  earliest  pioneer  times  in  iliis  section  of 
Northern  Ohio.  Such  is  true  of  the  Merry  family,  npicscnted  by 
Charles  0.  Merry,  one  of  the  prominent  farmer  citizens  of  ]\lilan  Town- 
ship. Milan  Township  was  the  original  seat  of  the  Merrys  in  this  county, 
and  where  the  name  was  established  prior  to  the  War  of  1812. 

Mr.  Meriy  is  a  son  of  the  late  Ebenezer  jMerry  and  his  grandfather 
was  also  named  Ebenezer,  and  the  same  name  was  given  to  his  great- 
grandfather. This  family  was  founded  in  America  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century  by  Cornelius  Merry,  who  with  his  wife  left  England 
and  founded  a  home  in  Connecticut.  A  son  of  this  emigrant  was  also 
named  Cornelius,  and  spent  his  life  in  Connecticut.  Ebenezer,  the  first 
of  the  name,  was  born  about  1750  and  in  1772  married  Sarah  Whiting. 
They  both  died  in  the  New  England  states. 

Ebenezer  ilerry,  the  grandfather  of  Charles  0.,  was  born  at  West 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  July  21,  1773,  and  after  growing  up  moved  to 
Avon,  New  York.  He  was  married  there  May  5,  1800,  to  Charlotte 
Adams.  The  marriage  certificate  is  written  plainly  in  pen  and  ink  by 
the  justice  of  the  peace  Isaiah  Fish.  Charlotte  Adams  was  born  in 
Vermont,  August  17,  1789,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Avon  Adams,  who 
belonged  to  the  same  Adams  family  wliicii  produced  those  eminent 
patriots  and  statesmen,  John  Adams  and  others  of  that  name,  who  gained 
familiar  places  in  American  history  during  the  Revolution. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Ebenezer  and  Charlotte  Merry  set  out  for 
the  new  country  of  Northern  Ohio,  journeying  the  entire  distance  on 
horseback  and  much  of  the  way  through  dense  woods  inhabited  by 
Indians,  whose  trails  they  followed,  and  they  passed  by  cabins  of  early 
settlers  and  Indian  wigwams  in  almost  equal  number.  They  arrived  in 
the  wilds  of  what  is  now  Erie  County  and  made  their  location  near 
Milan  Village.  They  were  among  the  first  occupants  of  the  "fire  lands" 
in  Erie   County,   and  in  that  ])ublication  known  as  "The  Fire   Lands 
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Pioneers"  published  iu  June,  1882,  in  Volume  1  on  page  135,  extensive 
mention  is  made  of  the  life  and  character  of  Ebenezer  Merry  and  his 
wife.  Ebenezer  Merry  built  the  first  grist  and  sawmill  at  Milan.  This 
was  an  institution  possibly  surpassing  that  of  any  other  in  its  value  to 
the  early  development  of  the  community.  Largely  as  a  result  of  his 
enterprise  Milan  became  one  of  the  most  thriving  of  the  new  towns  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  state.  All  the  early  settlers  living  in  a  radius 
of  many  miles  came  to  Milan  in  those  days  to  get  tlieir  grist  ground  and 
also  to  obtain  their  supplies  of  building  material.  Outside  of  his  prom- 
inence as  an  industrial  leader  and  business  man  Ebenezer  and  his  good 
wife  were  chiefly  noted  for  the  hospitality  which  characterized  their 
home.  It  is  said  that  no  traveler  ever  passed  their  way  who  was  not 
invited  within  their  doors  and  given  the  privilege  freely  of  eating  and 
remaining  as  long  as  he  desired.  In  consequence  of  this  open  handed 
liberality  their  home  came  to  be  known  as  "The  Free  Inn."  Ebenezer 
Merry  helped  to  lay  out  the  young  Town  of  Milan,  and  he  also  owned  a 
farm  on  the  Huron  River  north  of  that  village.  During  the  War  of  1812 
the  early  settlers  put  up  a  blockhouse,  to  which  all  resorted  in  time  of 
threatened  danger.  The  repeated  election  of  Ebenezer  Merry  to  the 
early  State  Legislature  and  his  service  for  two  terms  as  associate  judge 
plainly  indicate  his  prominence  in  public  affairs.  About  1816  he  built  a 
large  and  substantial  house,  the  wooden  frame  and  siding  being  reen- 
foreed  and  plastered  on  the  outside  thus  making  it  one  of  the  most  com- 
fortable and  elaborate  of  the  early  homes  in  ililan  Township.  On  the 
site  of  this  old  home  stood  the  large  house  subsequently  owned  by  his 
son  Ebenezer  and  still  later  by  his  grandson,  Charles  0.  Merry.  Grand- 
father Ebenezer  died  at  Milan,  January  6,  1846.  His  widow  passed 
away  at  the  old  homestead,  where  Charles  0.  Merry  now  lives,  and  which 
stands  on  the  bluff  overlooking  the  Huron  River  and  also  commands  a 
view  of  the  birthplace  of  Thomas  Edison.  She  died  there  February  8, 
1879.  Both  were  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  in 
politics  he  was  a  whig. 

Among  the  children  of  Ebenezer  and  Charlotte  Merry  was  Ebenezer, 
Jr.,  who  was  born  in  or  near  Milan,  January  15,  1820.  He  spent  much 
of  his  life  at  the  old  home  built  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  north  of  Milan  in 
1837.  He  gained  a  very  substantial  education  according  to  the  standards 
of  that  time,  and  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  at  the  old  Merry  schoolhouse 
which  stood  on  the  prairie  three  miles  out  from  I\Iilan.  When  only 
eleven  years  of  age  he  lost  a  leg.  but  in  spite  of  that  handicap  led  a  very 
active  career.  He  was  one  of  the  first  republicans  to  join  the  new  party 
and  filled  a  number  of  offices  with  signal  ability.  Prom  1844  to  1850  he 
was  a  county  recorder,  from  1850  to  1867  was  engaged  in  business,  part 
of  the  time  as  miller  and  part  of  the  time  as  a  ship  builder.  In  1867 
he  was  elected  county  auditor,  and  held  that  office  continuously  by 
popular  election  for  fourteen  years.  While  a  county  official  his  home 
was  in  Sandusky,  but  on  retiring  from  office  he  returned  to  Milan  and 
resumed  his  occupation  as  a  miller.  He  died  at  the  old  home  built  by 
his  father  in  1837  and  was  about  sixtj'-eight  years  of  age  when  called 
away  on  April  11,  1888.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  of  trusted 
and  tried  character,  and  fitly  merits  a  place  in  any  history  of  Erie 
County.  He  was  married  in  Milan  in  1848  to  Attie  C.  Moore.  She  was 
born  in  Avon,  New  York,  August  15,  1824,  and  was  only  a  girl  when 
she  came  to  Erie  County  with  her  parents,  Milton  and  Ruth  (Merry) 
Moore,  who  settled  on  a  farm  near  Hawleys  Corners.  Her  father  was 
born  at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  in  1779.  and  died  in  Milan  in  1847, 
while  her  mother  was  born  at  Avon,  New  York,  in  1792,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 31,  1850.  The  children  of  Ebenezer  and  Attie  i\Terry  were  five 
.sons  and  tlirce  daughters.     Ruth  died  December  21,  1871,  unmarried. 
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Ebenezer  who  continued  that  name  into  this  generation,  died  at  Atchison, 
Kansas,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  unmarried.  Ella  C,  born  in  1852, 
died  in  1864.  Charles  0.  is  next  in  age.  Allen  H.,  born  in  April,  1858, 
died  in  the  following  September.  "Willis  P.,  born  in  1859,  is  a  house 
painter  and  decorater  at  Milan,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Catherine  Halpin 
has  children  named  Catherine,  Mary  A.,  James  H.,  Clara  B.  and  John 
P. ;  George  S.  is  a  farmer  in  Milan  Township  and  married  Caroline 
Beeekley,  who  died  in  1897,  leaving  children  named  Maud  A.,  Earl  G. 
and  Helen  L.    Fannie  L.,  born  in  1866,  died  in  1871. 

Charles  0.  Merry,  who  was  born  in  Brie  County.  June  4,  1855,  grew 
up  ill  ;\Iilan  Township,  gained  his  education  from  the  schools  of  his  day 
and  generation,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  that  splendid  old  homestead 
near  Milan  which  has  so  many  interesting  associations  for  the  Merry 
family.  He  has  it  improved  with  a  set  of  substantial  farm  buildings, 
and  the  large  house  of  eighteen  rooms  is  the  one  built  by  his  grandfather 
nearly  eighty  years  ago.  Mr.  Merry  was  married  at  Sandusky,  April  3, 
1879,  to  Miss  JElsie  Capitola  Rockwell.  She  was  born  in  Lucas  County, 
Ohio,  January  6,  1859,  but  spent  most  of  her  early  life  in  Oxford  Town- 
ship of  this  county.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Sarah  (Wilcox)  Rock- 
well. Her  father  was  born  at  Catawba  Hill  in  New  York  in  1816  and 
was  married  January  3,  1837,  in  Northeastern  New  York  to  Miss  Wilcox 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut  about  1820.  In  1843  they  moved  from 
New  York  to  Ohio,  living  for  two  years  at  Elyria,  then  coming  to  Milan 
Township,  following  which  they  were  residents  of  Lucas  County  and 
spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  on  a  large  farm  in  Oxford  Township. 
Mrs.  Merry's  mother  died  there  in  1892,  while  her  father  passed  away 
at  the  Merry  home  in  1903.  Her  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  her  father  a  Methodist  and  in  politics  he  was  a  republican. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merry  are  the  following:  Sarah  A., 
born  June  26,  1881,  after  graduating  from  the  Milan  High  School  was 
for  five  years  a  teacher,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Preseott  Milliman,  a 
farmer  in  Milan  Township,  and  their  children  are  Doris  E.,  John  L., 
Jr.,  and  Marjorie  L.  Ebenezer  J.,  bom  August  13,  1882,  is  a  young 
bachelor  still  at  home.  •  Pronia  Esther,  born  May  22,  1884,  graduated 
from  high  school  in  1902,  and  as  a  trained  nurse  from  the  Berea  Hospital 
in  Kentucky  in  1911,  and  was  for  eighteen  months  in  service  in  the 
Manila  Hospital  in  the  Philippines  but  now  makes  her  headquarters  at 
Berea,  Kentucky.  Charles  H.  born  April  13,  1886,  livr's  in  Seattle, 
Washington,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Alice  Sherwood  of  Ohio  has  a  son 
Ralph  E.  Ruth  R.",  born  September  25,  1887,  graduated  from  the  high 
school  at  Milan  in  1905,  and  is  now  a  successful  teacher  in  the  local 
schools.  All  the  children  received  good  advantages  in  the  way  of  schools 
as  well  as  home  training  in  industry  and  the  virtues  of  honorable  living, 
and  their  careers  so  far  have  well  justified  the  promise  of  earlier  youth. 
Mr.  Merrj'  is  affiliated  with  Milan  Tent  No.  46.  of  the  Maccabees,  and 
in  politics  is  a  republican.  Mr.  Merry  and  family  belong  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Charles  Losey.  The  business  of  general  farming  and  fruit  grow- 
ing, under  the  favorable  conditions  offered  in  Florence  Township,  has 
an  enthusiastic  and  altogether,  successful  follower  in  the  person  of 
Charles  Losey,  the  owner  of  an  excellent  estate  of  100  acres  on  Rural 
Route  No.  1  out  of  Birmingham.  Mr.  Losey  is  a  native  of  Erie  County, 
though  for  a  number  of  years  he  lived  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and 
only  <|uitc  recently  returned  to  the  county  and  rejoined  the  agricultural 
conimimity  of  Florence  Township. 

His  family  is  one  that  was  identified  for  several  generations  or  more 
with  the  State  of  New  Jersey.     His  grandfather,  Ichabod  Losey,  was 
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born  ill  that  state  about  1790,  was  a  solid  and  substantial  farmer  there, 
and  died  near  Newark  when  past  eighty-five.  He  married  a  Miss  Con- 
dent,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  state,  and  she  also  lived  to  advanced 
years.  They  were  consistent  meml)ers  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in 
politics  he  was  a  whig,  and  later  joined  the  republican  party  and  lived 
to  see  the  triumph  of  its  principles  in  the  results  of  the  Civil  war,  which 
had  closed  several  years  before  his  death. 

In  the  next  generation  is  John  Losey,  father  of  Charles.  He  was 
born  near  Newarl^,  New  Jersey,  in  1818,  grew  up  as  a  farmer  boy,  and 
when  about  thirty  years  of  age  came  out  to  Ohio  and  while  living  in 
Huron  County  met  IMiss  Sallie  Ann  Cole  at  Monroeville.  They  were 
married  soon  afterward  in  New  York  State.  She  was  born  at  Buffalo 
about  1820,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Francisco)  Cole.  Her 
iiiotlior  was  a  daugliter  of  Henry  Francisco,  who  was  born  in  France 
and  came  to  America,  probably  as  one  of  the  followers  of  Lafayette,  and 
served  not  only  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  but  also  the  War  of  1812. 
This  soldier  and  American  patriot  died  at  Whitehall,  New  York,  at  the 
most  remarkable  age  of  more  than  a  century.  Mrs.  John  Losey  had 
come  with  her  mother  from  New  York  State  to  Ohio,  her  father  having 
died  and  lier  motlier  having  married  a  Mr.  Hill.  The  latter  and  his 
wife  both  died  in  Huron  County.  John  Losey  after  his  marriage  bought 
a  farm  near  Monroeville,  and  he  lived  there  until  his  deatli  in  1900. 
His  widow  passed  awa.v  in  1905,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  Both  were 
members  of  the  IMethodist  Church  and  in  politics  he  was  a  republican, 
and  as  a  family  they  enjoyed  the  full  respect  of  the  community  in  which 
they  lived  for  so  many  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and 
four  daughters,  and  all  of  these  are  living  except  the  eldest  child, 
Ichabod,  wlio  died  unmarried  when  about  forty  years  of  age.  Kate  is  the 
widow  of  Gardner  and  lives  in  Norwalk,  Ohio.  Thomas  is  a  farmer  near 
Monroeville  and  by  his  marriage  to  ^lary  Parsons  has  five  daughters. 
Augustus  is  a  farmer  near  Monroeville,  living  with  his  brother  Thomas, 
and  lias  a  son  by  his  deceased  wife.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Patrick 
McDonald,  and  they  live  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  have  a  large 
family  of  thirteen  children.  The  next  in  point-  of  age  is  Charles  Losey. 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Cook,  a  farmer  at  Cheboygan,  Michigan, 
and  they  have  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  Oscar  lives  in  Towusend 
Township  of  Huron  County,  and  has  one  daughter.  Eugenia  is  the  wife 
of  Louis  Bailey,  a  stationary  engineer  living  at  Norwalk,  and  they  have 
two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

It  was  at  MonroeviUe  in  Erie  County  that  Cliarlrs  Losey  was  born 
April  26,  1858.  He  grew  up  in  that  community,  ivci  ivcd  his  education 
there,  and  lived  on  his  father's  farm  until  the  aj;v  of  twciity-fuiir.  when 
lie  was  married  in  Wood  County.  Ohio,  to  IMiss  Rose  Hratton.  She  was 
born  in  Huron  Countv,  January  8,  1862,  and  died  in  Michigan  January 
S.  1900.  She  was  reared  in  Wood  County  by  her  foster  parents,  Mr. 
and  ilrs.  Joseph  McConnell,  having  been  orphaned  when  a  child  by  the 
death  of  her  own  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Bratton.  Samuel 
Bratton  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  was  captured  during  one  of  the 
battles,  and  while  kept  in  the  notorious  stockade  prison  at  Anderson- 
ville,  Georgia,  died  of  exposure  and  starvation.  A  few  years  later  his 
widow  ilied  leaving  three  children:  j\Irs.  Losey:  .AlmontI,  of  Norwalk; 
and  Delia,  wife  of  Seth  Fickenger,  of  Conneaut,  Ohio. 

After  his  marriage  iMr.  Losey  took  his  wife  to  Cheboygan  County, 
Michigan,  and  there  bought  and  imjiroved  a  farm.  This  section  of 
I\licliigan  was  at  that  time  largely  undeveloped  and  he  was  one  of  the 
lii'Ipriil  factors  in  the  agricultural  and  civic  community.  After  his  wife 
ilicii  tlieie  he  married  Mrs.  Fannie  (Beasli'v)  Douglass.  By  her  former 
iiKirriagc  she  has  three  chihlreii :     Floy,!  Douglass,  who  died  at  the  age 
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of  oighteen ;  and  Abner  and  Herbert,  both  of  whom  are  married  and  live 
in  JMic-higau. 

lu  tlie  fall  of  1907  Mr.  Losey  returned  to  Ohio,  and  at  that  time 
bouglit  100  acres  of  well  improved  land,  with  excellent  farm  buildings, 
near  the  Village  of  Florence  in  Florence  Township.  This  has  been  the 
scene  of  his  productive  endeavors  as  a  farmer  for  the  past  eight  years. 
His  early  experience  in  Michigan  and  elsewhere  has  been  valuable  in 
the  management  of  a  farm  in  such  an  old  settled  country  as  Erie  County. 
Besides  general  farming  he  does  considerable  fruit  growing,  and  has  an 
excellent  apple  orchard  and  nine  acres  of  young  peach  trees,  about  1,000 
in  number. 

Mr.  Losey  by  his  first  wife  had  nine  children :  Condent  is  a  bachelor 
living  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Fred  lives  at  Missoula,  Montana,  and  is 
married  and  has  one  daughter;  Frank  is  a  farmer  with  his  father  and 
still  unmarried :  Lena  is  the  wife  of  Duwayne  Burrows,  a  farmer  in 
Florence  Township  and  they  have  a  son  named  Charles ;  Flossie  lives  at 
home;  Lillie  is  the  wife  of  Lloyd  Davidson  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  and  their 
children  are  Rosa,  Belda  and  Wade ;  ilargaret  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Parker,  living  east  of  Wellington,  Ohio,  and  they  have  a  sou  Charles  J. ; 
Belle  lives  at  home ;  and  Ada,  the  youngest,  is  now  the  adopted  daughter 
of  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Cook  of  Cheboygan  County,  Michigan.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lo.sey  and  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
I>olitics  he  is  a  republican  and  while  living  in  Michigan  served  as  clerk 
of  Ids  township. 

George  P.  Bentley.  j^fter  years  of  successful  endeavor  as  one  of 
the  representative  agriculturists  of  Erie  County,  Mr.  Bentley  removed 
from  the  old  homestead  farm  which  had  been  his  place  of  abode  from 
the  time  of  his  birth  and  established  his  residence  in  the  Village  of 
Birmingham,  in  1912,  and  here  he  has  since  lived  in  the  well  earned 
retirement  that  consistently  rewards  him  for  the  former  years  of  earnest 
and  productive  application.  He  is  a  scion  of  the  third  generation  of  the 
Bentley  family  in  Erie  County  and  the  name  which  he  bears  has  been 
prominently  and  \\oi-tliily  idciititicd  with  tlif  industrial  and  civic  develop- 
ment and  iiplinildini:'  ol'  tliis  miw  opulrnt  srctidii  oi'  tlif  Buckeye  State, 
where  Iiis  piiliTiuil  'ji-imlfatln'r  established  a  home  in  the  midst  of  the 
I'orest  wilds  neai'ly  a  century  ago. 

On  the  homestead  farm  of  which  he  himself  became  the  owner  and 
wliieh  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  only  daughter  and  her  husband, 
in  Florence  Township,  George  P.  Bentley  was  born  on  the  4th  of  August, 
1850,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Parker  and  Amanda  (Crawford)  Bentley,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  representatives  of 
sterling  families  that  were  founded  in  New  England  in  the  colonial  era 
of  our  national  history. 

Parker  Bentley  was  born  about  the  year  1820.  and  was  a  son  of  John 
and  Anna  (Parker)  Bentley,  both  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  the  former  was  born  April  20,  1782,  and  the  latter  on  the  1st  of 
September,  1792,  their  marriage  having  tliere  been  solemnized  in  Decem- 
ber, 1818.  In  the  old  Eni])ii-e  State  tlie\-  enntimied  their  residence  until 
after  the  birth  of  three  of  thiii'  chihlivn.  nnd  in  I  he  early  '30s  they  came 
with  their  family  to  Ohio,  the  ,i(iui'iie,\-  liavin^'  heen  made  with  wagons 
and  ox  teams.  John  Bentley  acquired  a  tract  of  timbered  land  in  the 
wilds  of  Florence  Township,  Erie  County,  where  Indians  and  wild  game 
were  still  much  in  evidence,  and  his  primitive  log  house  was  one  of  the 
early  pioneer  dwellings  established  in  the  township  mentioned.  This 
sturdy  pioneer,  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons,  reclaimed  his  land  to 
cultivation,  and  the  old  homestead,  which  comprises  150  acres  and  which 
is  situated  to  the  east  of  the  Vermilion  River,  on  what  is  known  as  the 
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East  \'ermilioii  Road,  is  now  owned  by  his  grandson,  Ira  Bentley,  of 
whom  individual  mention  is  made  on  other  pages  of  this  work.  The 
members  of  the  family  did  not  escape  the  ravages  of  the  all  prevailing 
ague,  or  "chills  and  fever,"  and  to  avoid  the  same  John  Bentley  and 
other  members  of  the  family  went  back  to  the  State  of  New  York  seven 
different  times,  in  as  many  seasons,  before  improvements  and  individual 
immunity  made  it  possible  for  them  to  remain  consecutively  on  the 
pioneer  homestead.  On  this  pioneer  farmstead  John  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  29,  1859,  and  there  his  widow 
was  summoned  to  eternal  rest  on  the  28th  of  April,  1862.  Concerning 
their  children  the  following  brief  record  is  entered :  Sheba  Ann  -became 
the  wife  of  James  Wood  and  died  without  issue;  Andomeda  married 
Silas  Dunham  and  she  was  a  resident  of  Michigan  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  one  of  her  children  still  surviving  her;  Parker  is  the  father  of 
him  whose  name  introduces  this  article;  the  next  child,  a  son,  died  in 
infancy ;  Margaret  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Moses  Trumbull  and  both 
were  residents  of  Ohio  at  the  time  of  their  death,  all  of  their  children 
being  now  deceased;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Ebenezer  Hopkins,  died  in 
Florence  Township,  and  two  of  her  children  are  yet  living;  John,  Jr., 
was  the  father  of  Ira  Bentley  and  further  reference  to  him  is  made 
elsewhere  in  this  volume,  in  the  sketch  of  the  career  of  the  son. 

Parker  Bentley  was  a  lad  of  about  ten  years  at  the  time  of  the  family 
immigration  to  Erie  County,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
pioneer  farm,  to  the  reclamation  and  development  of  which  he  con- 
tributed his  aid.  After  his  marriage  he  established  his  home  on  a  tract 
of  land  that  was  mostly  covered  with  timber  and  without  any  definite 
improvement.  This  place  is  situated  on  the  Butler  Road,  about  half  a 
mile  distant  from  the  old  homestead  of  his  father.  There  he  reclaimed 
a  productive  farm  of  140  acres,  and  there  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  As  a  young 
man  he  wedded  Miss  Amanda  Crawford,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
neighborhood  as  was  he,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Martha  (Wood)  Crawford,  likewise  pioneer 
settlers  in  Erie  County.  Mrs.  Bentley  survived  her  husband  by  nine 
years  and  both  were  consistent  members  of  the  Christian  Church,— 
earnest  and  upright  folk  who  ever  commanded  unqualified  popular 
esteem.  Mr.  Bentley  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  and  was  influential  in  public  affairs  of  a  local  order,  as 
shown  by  his  having  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Florence  Township.  Of  the  two  surviving  children  George  P.  of  this 
review  is  the  elder,  a-d  his  sister,  Sarah,  now  a  resident  of  the  Village 
of  Birmingham,  this  county,  is  the  widow  of  John  Brogran,  whose  death 
occurred  at  Medina,  this  stnte.  ]\Trs.  Brogran 's  first  husband  was  Sidney 
A.  Smith,  and  their  daii'jlit.i-  Clai'a  is  the  only  child  of  Mrs.  Brogran, 
Mr.  Smith  having  been  a  nsiilcnt  of  Erie  County  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Clara,  the  only  eiiild.  lir.st  wedded  Jay  Heath,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Dorothy,  who  remains  with  her  mother. 
After  the  death  of  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Heath  became  the  wife  of 
Herman  Behrens  and  they  reside  in  the  City  of  Elyria,  Lorain  County. 

Reared  to  manhood  on  the  old  home  farm  which  was  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  George  P.  Bentley  made  good  use  of  the  advantages  afforded 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality,  and  tlioreafter  was  for  six  terms  a 
student  of  higher  branches,  under  tlif  |>irc(|]((ii'ship  of  Job  Fish,  an  able 
and  popiilar  instructor.  He  conlinu<Mi  Id  ]>r  associated  in  the  work  and 
manngement  of  the  home  farm  until  the  death  of  his  father,  sliortly 
after  which  he  became  the  owner  of  the  property.  There  he  continued 
his  active  and  successful  operations  as  an  agriculturist  and  stock-grower 
until  his  retirement  and  removal  to  Birmingham,  in  1912.     The  farm  is 
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specially  well  improved,  having  a  substantial  house  of  twelve  rooms  and 
two  large  barns,  besides  which  its  equipment  includes  the  best  type  of 
silo  and  a  modern  windmill.  The  farm  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Bentley's 
son-in-law,  Clinton  E.  Ennis,  who  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  repre- 
sentative young  fanners  of  Erie  County.  Upon  his  removal  to  Birming- 
ham Mr.  Bentley  purchased  his  present  attractive  residence  of  eight 
rooms,  and  the  supreme  loss  and  bereavement  in  his  life  came  with  the 
death  of  his  noble  and  devoted  wife,  who  here  passed  to  the  life  eternal 
on  the  24th  of  JIareh,  1914,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years. 

In  Wakeman  Township,  Huron  County,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Bentley  to  iliss  Julia  E.  Deman,  who  was  there  born  and  reared. 
The  only  child,  Elsie,  acquired  her  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Birmingham  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Clinton  E.  Ennis,  owning  and 
occupying  the  old  home  farm  of  her  father.  They  have  two  children, 
Glenn,  l)orn  in  1905,  and  Julia,  born  in  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ennis  are 
both  members  of  the  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  was  also  Mrs.  Bent- 
ley, whose  gentle  and  gracious  personality  gained  to  her  the  affectionate 
regard  of  all  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  her  influence.  Mr.  Bentley 
is  a  democrat  in  national  politics  but  in  local  affairs  is  not  constrained 
by  strict  partisan  lines,  as  he  gives  his  support  to  men  and  measures 
"meeting  the  approval  of  his  judgment.  He  served  four  terms  as  assessor 
of  Florence  Township  but  official  preferment  has  not  been  a  magnet  of 
any  special  attraction  for  him.  He  was  formerly  affiliated  with  the 
Birmingham  camp  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  served  nine 
years  as  its  commander. 

Nicholas  Nieding.  The  really  free  man  is  one  who  has  some  share 
in  controlling  and  making  his  own  destiny.  It  is  the  satisfaction  which 
comes  from  in  some  measure  creating  one's  own  career  that  gives  value 
to  such  substantial  citizens  as  Nicholas  Nieding,  who  is  one  of  the  thrifty 
and  progressive  farmers  of  Florence  Town.ship,  owning  an  attractive 
homestead  along  Rural  Route  No.  2  out  of  Wakeman.  He  is  a  farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  and  his  home  is  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Vermilion  River  along  the  West  Vermilion  River  Road.  With  fifty-one 
acres  under  his  control  and  management,  he  has  more  than  a  local  repu- 
tation as  a  grower  of  fine  crojis.  Most  of  his  farm  land  is  situated  in 
the  river  bottom,  and  possesses  a  fertility  which  wisely  managed  has 
proved  the  basis  of  Mr.  Nieding 's  prosperity.  Mr.  Nieding  bought  this 
farm  in  1909,  having  previously  for  two  years  operated  the  Funk  farm 
near  Birmingham. 

Nearly  all  his  active  career  of  more  than  twenty  years  has  been  spent 
as  a  farmer  in  Erie  County.  However,  he  was  born  in  Brownhelm  Town- 
ship of  Lorain  County,  September  25,  1872,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
there.  He  has  lived  in  Erie  County  for  the  past  twenty-five  years. 
Mr.  Nieding's  parents  and  ancestors  were  substantial  German  people 
through  all  the  generations.  He  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Christina  (Fraley) 
Nieding,  who  were  born  in  Germany,  and  were  married  soon  after  they 
came  to  America.  They  became  man  and  wife  in  Milan  Township  of 
Erie  County  and  the  father  started  his  career  as  a  renter  on  a  farm. 
Subsequently  they  removed  to  Brownhelm  Township  in  Lorain  County, 
where  he  bought  seventy  acres  of  wild  wood  land.  It  was  necessary  to 
cut  down  a  number  of  trees  to  clear  a  space  before  he  could  erect  his 
first  frame  house.  It  was  a  substantial  home,  comprising  eight  rooms, 
and  he  also  added  other  farm  buildings,  and  made  it  a  most  valuable 
and  attractive  place.  Prosperity  rewarded  his  efforts,  and  he  spent  his 
last  years  in  comfort.  His  death  occurred  in  July.  1895.  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four,  while  the  mother  passed  away  February  21,  1909,  being  then 
seventy-one  years  of  age.    Both  were  members  of  the  German  Reformed 
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Church,  having  been  reared  in  that  faith,  while  in  politics  he  was  a 
democrat.  While  they  were  people  of  most  substantial  character  and 
achievements  themselves,  they  deserve  further  honor  because  of  their 
fine  family  of  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  married  and  have  families  of  their  own,  and  all  live  in  this  part  of 
the  state. 

After  growing  up  in  Lorain  County  and  getting  his  education  in  the 
local  schools,  Nicholas  Nieding  married  at  Sandusky  Miss  Emma  C. 
Ilorchler.  She  was  born  in  Licherode,  Germanj',  December  26,  1868. 
She  was  only  thirteen  years  of  age  when  she  set  out  alone  for  the  United 
States,  leaving  her  parents  behind  in  Germany  where  they  died  about 
two  years  later.  She  made  the  journey  from  Bremen  to  New  York,  and 
thence  came  on  to  Erie  County,  where  she  joined  some  of  her  sisters. 
She  lived  for  a  time  with  her  sister  Mrs.  Margaret  Stump.  Her  other 
sisters  were  Mrs.  ilartha  Asmus,  now  deceased,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Goodside, 
of  Milan,  and  Catherine,  who  died  after  her  marriage  to  Peter  Leimbach. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nieding  have  been  born  three  children.  Christina 
XL,  born  June  12,  1895,  is  now  the  wife  of  Lloyd  Moats  and  lives  in 
J^erlin  Heights;  Carl  E.,  born  May  5,  1899,  is  still  attending  school  and 
lives  at  home  with  his  parents;  Caroline  M.,  born  April  24,  1902,  is  also 
in  school.  Mr.  and  ilrs.  Nieding  are  both  well  known  people  in  their 
community,  are  attendants  of  the  Reformed  Church  and  in  politics  he  is 
a  republican. 

William  D.  Daugiierty.  More  than  any  other  one  factor  the  rail- 
road has  developed  the  great  resources  of  America.  Thousands  of  indi- 
vidual communities  derive  their  importance  from  their  close  relations 
with  some  gi-eat  railroad  system  on  which  they  are  stationed.  Very 
frc(|uently  the  people  of  a  community  know  a  railroad  in  the  personal 
sense  only  through  its  local  representative,  and  whether  a  railroad  means 
much  or  little  to  a  town  and  the  degree  of  esteem  in  which  the  transpor- 
tation corporation  stands  in  such  locality  very  often  depends  upon  the 
personality  of  its  representative. 

The  thriving  little  Village  of  Avery  in  Erie  County  has  been  par- 
ticularly fortunate  not  only  as  a  result  of  the  several  splendid  factories 
which  have  increased  the  life  of  the  place  but  also  on  account  of  its 
location  along  the  line  of  the  Nickel  Plate  Railway.  For  many  years 
the  Nickel  Plate  has  been  personified  in  the  minds  of  local  citizens 
through  the  passenger  and  freight  agent,  the  genial  William  D.  Daugh- 
erty,  who  for  nearly  a  (juai-ter  of  a  century  has  been  the  efficient  medium 
for  the  transaction  of  business  between  the  railroad  and  the  community. 
Mr.  Daugherty  is  the  type  of  railroad  man  who  renders  a  real  service. 
He  l)egan  serving  this  railway  corporation  in  ^Marcli,  ISIIO,  as  a  tele- 
graph operator  at  Kimball  in  Oxford  Township,  l)iii  .irtcr  eighteen 
months  was  transferred  to  Avery,  and  has  since  ailiiiiiiistcred  his  duties 
on  the  chief  transportation  line  through  this  locality  witli  signal  ability 
and  efficiency,  and  has  also  identified  himself  with  community  life  and 
affairs.  He  stands  high  as  a  citizen,  as  a  churchman  and  as  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Order,  and  owns  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  beautiful 
homes  of  the  village.  While  this  is  a  small  community  it  is  a  name 
which  is  gaining  increasing  prominence  through  associations  with  im- 
portant industries  tliat  have  their  seat  there.  The  three  principal 
industries  are.  first  of  all,  the  great  Hoover  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  also  a  tile  and  brick  company  and  sand  company  and  elevator,  all 
of  which  furnish  an  immense  traffic  to  the  railroad  at  this  point.  Mr. 
Daugherty  has  a  valuable  faculty  of  being  able  to  represent  faithfully 
and  efficiently  an  outside  corporation  and  also  to  look  carefully  after 
tlir  interests  of  his  own  connnunlty.     liesides  his  position  as  passenger 
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and  freiglit  agent  he  has  also  served  as  the  local  postmaster  since 
JleKinley  's  administration. 

Though  most  of  his  life  a  resident  of  Ohio,  William  D.  Daugherty 
was  born  in  the  Far  West,  at  Nevada  City,  Califoi-nia,  January  29, 
1866.  He  was  six  years  of  age  when  brought  to  Ohio  by  his  mother, 
who  located  iu  Danville,  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  he  was  reared  and 
educated  iu  that  town.  His  education  was  completed  in  a  business 
college  at  the  Danville  Normal.  When  quite  a  j'oung  man  he  entered 
the  railroad  service,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  been 
closely  identified  with  the  Nickel  Plate. 

His  parents  were  Dennis  and  Margaret  (Kirby)  Daugherty.  His 
mother  was  born  in  Ireland,  while  his  father  was  a  native  of  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia,  having  been  born  there  not  long  after  his  people  came  to 
America.  Dennis  Daugherty  when  quite  a  young  man  went  with  his 
parents  to  Iowa,  and  they  were  there  among  the  pioneer  settlers.  JMiss 
Kirby  also  went  to  Iowa  as  a  young  w-oman.  In  1850,  during  the  gold 
excitement,  Dennis  Daugherty  went  across  the  plains  to  California, 
riding  one  mule  and  leading  another  which  carried  his  pack  of  supplies 
and  equipment.  On  reaching  the  coast  he  procured  a  mining  claim 
and  continued  its  working  for  several  years.  Returning  to  "the  States" 
in  the  same  way  as  he  had  gone  out,  a  joui'ney  that  required  several 
months  at  that  time,  he  was  married  in  Iowa  and  soon  afterwards  started 
again  for  the  West.  He  and  his  young  wife  made  the  journey  this  time 
in  a  wagon,  and  spent  day  after  day  pushing  steadily  westward  from 
the  Missouri  Valley  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  For  protection  against  Indians 
and  other  dangers  they  kept  in  close  company  with  other  travelers,  and 
a  number  of  wagons  were  usually  drawn  up  for  the  camp  at  night.  At 
Nevada  City  Dennis  Daugherty  secured  a  mine  and  conducted  it  suc- 
cessfully until  his  death  in  the  latter  part  of  1865.  He  was  then  about 
forty  j'ears  of  age  and  in  the  prime  of  life.  William  D.  Daugherty 
was  born  after  the  death  of  his  father.  A  few  months  after  his  birth 
his  mother  returned  to  the  East,  making  the  journey  by  vessel  around 
Cape  Horn  to  New  York  and  thence  west  to  Iowa,  and  spent  some  time 
in  straightening  up  the  business  affairs  of  her  husband  in  Iowa.  She 
then  returned  to  California  and  married  there  Richard  Banbury.  After 
a  few  years  they  returned  East  and  by  this  time  the  transcontinental 
railway  line,  the  Union  Pacific,  had  been  completed  and  they  made  the 
journey  over  steel  rails  instead  of  by  the  tedious  transportation  methods 
previously  employed.  They  located  at  Danville,  Ohio,  where  they  spent 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  Mrs.  Danbury  died  there  at  the  age  of  forty-five, 
survived  several  years  by  her  husband.  Mr.  Daugherty  has  a  half 
brother,  Charles  Danbury,  who  was  at  one  time  deputy  court  clerk, 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Spanish- American  war,  and  finally  moved 
to  Illinois,  where  he  died,  leaving  a  widows  and  two  children.  Mr. 
Daugherty  also  had  a  sister,  Mary,  who  died  after  her  marriage  to 
Albert  Emrick,  leaving  three  children.  Another  brother,  Edward 
Daugherty,  is  now  cashier  of  the  Danville  Bank,  having  formerly  been 
a  teacher,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Clara  Workman  has  a  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  now  the  Avife  of  Wade  Watson,  a  jeweler  at  Danville,  Ohio. 

In  Berlin  Township  of  Erie  County  William  D.  Daugherty  married 
Miss  ilyra  Dotson.  She  w-as  born  February  14,  1875,  grew  up  and 
was  educated  in  her  native  tow-nship  and  at  Collins,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  Dotson,  a  family  to  whom  reference  is  made  on 
other  pages. 

IMr.  Daugherty  is  an  active  member  of  the  Lodge  and  Royal  Arch 
chapters  of  Jlasons  at  Milan,  and  of  the  Council  at  Norwalk.  He  and 
his  wife  do  much  work  in  the  JMethodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Milan. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  official  board  and  his  church  is  one  of  his  chief 
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interests.  His  father  lived  and  died  a  Catholic,  but  his  mother  after 
her  second  marriage  became  a  Methodist  and  her  children  grew  up  in 
that  faith.    Politically  Mr.  Daughertj'  is  a  republican. 

Hugh  Sutton.  While  reared  a  farmer  and  identified  with  that 
indu.stry  in  Florence  Township  for  several  years,  Hugh  Sutton  is  now- 
giving  all  his  time  and  energy  to  .su|i|ilyiiii;  tln'  needs  of  the  little  com- 
munity of  Florence  Village,  a  pliiei  ,,i'  aKniii  H  n  jMipnlation,  and  the 
surrounding  district,  with  first  c•l;l^s  niei  rhaielise.  oi)erating  the  prin- 
cipal store  at  Florence,  and  having  a  large  .stock  of  staple  goods  with  a 
store  building  24  by  77  feet.  Mr.  Sutton  is  one  of  the  younger"  genera- 
tion of  business  men  in  Erie  County,  has  shown  himself  honest  and 
upright  in  all  his  dealings  and  what  he  has  accomplished  so  far  in  life 
is  an  attractive  promise  of  future  usefulness.  He  has  been  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  Florence  for  the  past  five  j'cars,  at  which  time  he  came 
from  his  farm. 

By  the  accident  of  birth  Mr.  Sutton  is  a  native  of  Lorain  County, 
having  been  born  in  Brownhelm  Township,  January  11,  1881.  He 
grew  up  and  received  his  education  there  and  for  eight  years  before 
engaging  in  merchandising  was  a  farmer  in  Florence  TowTiship.  His 
parents,  Nelson  and  Arcelia  (Reed)  Sutton,  were  both  born  in  Erie 
County,  where  both  the  Sutton  and  Reed  lanulies  had  settled  in  the 
early  days.  Grandfather  Sutton  was  .m  e.nly  miller  on  Chappell  Creek, 
Florence  Township,  and  his  mill  lurneil  (uii  uieat  quantities  of  the  eai'ly 
lundjer  used  in  tlie  Imililiim'  of  linines  ami  olher  improvements  in  that 
comnumity.  Xelsmi  Siiifdn  and  wile  altei'  their  marriage  moved  to  a 
farm  in  Brownliehn  Tn\viisliii>.  Loi-iiu  ('(uinty,  rented  land  there  until 
1902,  and  then  moved  back  into  Erie  County,  where  the  father  bought 
108  acres  in  Florence  Township.  The  land  was  only  partly  improved, 
and  after  living  there  a  few  years  he  sold  and  purchased  fifty-two  acres 
near  Birmingham.  Nelson  Sutton  died  there  in  the  summer  of  1912 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  but  his  widow  is  still  living  in  the  county  and  is 
now  sixty-four  years  of  age.  Both  parents  were  originally  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  in  later  years  dropped  their 
eluircli  relations.  Mr.  Sutton  was  a  republican  from  the  time  of  casting 
his  iirst  vote  until  his  death.  Their  children  were  five  in  number. 
Gertrude  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one ;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  William 
Newljerry.  of  Brownhelm  Township,  a  farmer,  and  they  have  a  son 
named  Nelson;  Cora  is  the  wife  of  Fi-ed  C.  Wykoff.  a  meat  dealer  at 
Toledo;  AVilliam  lives  in  Elyria  and  is  connected  with  a  hardware  hoiise 
in  that  city  and  is  married  and  has  two  children.  Earl  and  Dessie. 

The  youngest  of  the  children,  Hugh  Sutton,  managed  to  obtain  a 
substantial  education  as  a  boy,  but  since  early  manhood  has  been  self- 
supporting  and  is  now  not  only  the  proprietor  of  a  good  business  at 
Florence  but  also  has  a  happy  home.  He  was  married  in  Vermilion 
Township  to  Miss  Adaline  Tisdall,  who  was  born  in  that  town,ship  in 
1880  and  received  her  education  there.  Her  father,  Hiram,  died  some 
years  ago  when  in  middle  life,  but  her  mother  is  now  living  with  her 
daughter  in  Vermilion  Township.  The  Tisdall  family  were  Scotch 
Canadians.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutton  have  one  child,  Elinor  G.,  who  was 
born  June  2,  1906,  and  is  now  a  student  in  the  public  schools.  In  poli- 
tics so  far  as  national  affairs  are  concerned  IMr.  Sutton  is  a  republican, 
but  exercises  his  discretion  in  casting  his  ballot  for  local  candidates. 

Jacob  Stieger.  Such  ca[)able  citizens  as  Jacob  Stieger  are  the  men 
who  are  now  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  agricultural  activity  of  Erie 
County.  He  is  a  general  farmer  and  fruit  gi'ower  in  Florence  Town- 
ship and  there  owns  one  of  the  well  improved  farms  near  Masons  Cor- 
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ners,  eompi-ising  sixty-tive  acres  of  land.  He  iias  spent  many  years  iu 
this  county  and  the  history  of  his  childhood  and  family  is  one  of  more 
than  ordinary  interest. 

He  was  born  July  4,  1862,  in  the  Province  of  Odessa,  in  the  southern 
part  of  Russia,  but  is  of  Gennan  ancestry.  Several  generations  pre- 
viously one  of  his  ancestors  had  been  induced  to  emigrate  from  German}^ 
to  Russia,  being  offered  freedom  from  military  service  and  all  the  land 
he  could  cultivate.  After  he  had  got  settled  these  promises  were  disre- 
garded, and  he  as  well  as  his  descendants  wei-e  soon  reduced  to  the 
intolerable  conditions  of  the  Russian  peasants,  a  practical  serfdom,  a 
condition  from  which  they  were  freed  only  by  the  general  enactment  of 
later  years  that  relieved  the  greater  part  of  the  population  of  Russia 
from  the  old  feudal  burdens.  Jacob  Stieger's  parents  were  Jacob  and 
Caroline  (Betty)  Stieger.  His  father  was  a  small  Russian  farmer,  was 
married  in  that  country,  and  all  their  children  were  born  there,  noted 
briefly  as  follows:  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Michael  Schatz,  a  farmer  in 
Huron  Township;  Gottlieb  lives  on  a  farm  near  Menno,  South  Dakota, 
and  is  married  and  has  a  family;  Christina  is  the  widow  of  Andrew 
Elmer,  and  lives  in  South  Dakota  and  is  the  mother  of  ten  children ;  the 
next  is  Jacob ;  Stephen  lives  in  the  same  locality  of  Soiith  Dakota  as  his 
brother  and  sister  and  has  a  son  and  daughters. 

When  Jacob  Stieger  was  about  eleven  years  of  age  the  family  emi- 
grated from  Russia,  passing  through  Germany  and  taking  a  boat  from 
one  of  the  German  ports  to  England  and  thence  by  an  ocean  liner  to 
America.  It  required  nearly  a  month  for  the  family  to  journey  from 
their  old  Russian  home  place  to  New  York  City.  From  there  they  came 
on  to  Ohio  and  located  on  Kelly's  Island,  near  Sandu.sky,  and  later 
removed  into  Huron  Township,  and  for  five  years  all  the  family  lived  in 
South  Dakota.  The  parents  then  returned  to  Erie  County,  and  the 
father  bought  forty-eight  acres  of  land  in  Vermilion  Township.  He  died 
there  in  1899  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  while  his  widow  passed  away  at 
the  home  of  her  son,  Jacob,  January  18,  1914,  when  within  three  months 
of  her  ninetieth  birthday.  The  parents  were  faithful  members  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  and  after  gaining  the  rights  of  American 
citizenship  the  father  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Such  education  as  he  had  received  in  the  schools  of  the  old  country 
Jacob  Stieger  supplemented  to  some  extent  by  attending  the  local  insti- 
tutions in  Erie  County.  He  succeeded  his  father  as  owner  of  the 
4S-acre  farm  in  Vermilion  Township,  but  in  1905  sold  that  place  and 
bought  sixty-seven  acres  at  Masons  Corners,  in  Florence  Township. 
This  land  was  already  in  a  fair  state  of  improvement,  and  in  the  past 
ten  years  he  has  carried  forward  his  woi-k  in  such  a  way  as  to  not  only 
yield  him  annual  returns  and  profits,  but  also  to  bring  the  farm  to  a 
still  higher  state  of  cultivation  and  improvement.  When  he  came  to  the 
place  it  had  a  barn  30  by  40  feet,  which  is  still  standing,  and  he  also  has 
a  new  bam  30  by  30  feet,  with  shed,  a  corncrib  of  600  bushels  capacity, 
and  all  the  farm  buildings  are  painted  red.  He  and  his  family  have  the 
comforts  of  a  good  8-room  white  house.  Near  the  group  of  farm  build- 
ings is  a  2-acre  fruit  orchard.  He  has  derived  his  revenue  from  general 
crops  and  keeps  good  grades  of  stock. 

In  Lorain  County  Jlr.  Stieger  married  Miss  Catherine  Gall.  She 
was  also  born  near  Odessa,  Russia,  in  1865,  and  was  still  a  young  girl 
when  she  came  with  her  parents  to  the  United  States.  Her  uncle, 
Jacob  Gall,  had  first  come  to  the  United  States,  but  four  years  later 
returned  to  Russia  to  bring  his  sister  and  her  husband,  the  parents  of 
Mrs.  Stieger,  to  the  land  of  freedom.  Louis  Beatty,  an  uncle  of  Mrs. 
Stieger,  returned  to  Russia,  but  was  not  welcome  to  his  native  land 
when  he  returned  after  a  brief  residence  in  the  ITnited  States,  and  in 
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fact  iiK'urred  a  great  deal  of  danger  and  risk  before  getting  out  of  the 
country  again,  having  to  resort  to  travel  by  night  and  dressed  like  a 
traiiii)  in  order  to  escape  detection.  The  Gall  family  lived  a  few  years 
in  Dakota  Territory,  and  then  Mrs.  Stieger's  father,  John  Gall,  wlio 
had  lost  his  first  wife  and  liad  married  again,  came  to  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
and  subsequently  removed  to  Clinton  County,  Michigan,  where  lie  died 
in  1911  at  the  age  of  seventy.  His  widow  is  still  living  there  and  is  now- 
past  sixty-five. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stieger  have  a  happy  family  of  children :  Carrie,  the 
oldest,  is  the  wife  of  Jay  Otto,  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Township,  and  tlieir 
children  are  naincd  M:n-y.  Edward  and  Charles.  Anna,  the  second 
daughter,  is  the  w  ilr  nf  llarl  Ilendrickson,  of  Berlin  Township,  aiid  they 
have  a  daughter  naiiird  Lena.  William  J.,  the  oldest  son,  is  now  nineteen 
years  of  age,  has  completed  his  (■(lucatimi  and  lives  at  home.  Clara  B.  is 
a  student  in  tlie  Berlin  Heii:lits  Ilijih  Sdioul,  while  the  two  younger 
children  are  Jacob  J.  and  Cathei-ine.  hoth  attending  the  common  .schools. 
Mr.  Stieger  in  politics  is  a  republican  and  takes  much  interest  in  tlie 
local  affairs  of  his  home  tow-nship. 

Albert  C.  Hofrichter.  As  a  dealer  in  groceiics,  jiiodnce,  meats, 
etc.,  Mr.  Hofrichter  controls  a  substantial  and  i-e|iivscii1ative  business 
and  is  one  of  the  enterprising  merchants  of  the  tine  little  City  of  Ver- 
milion, liis  civic  loyalty  as  well  as  his  personal  popularity  in  the  com- 
munity being  indicated  by  his  effective  service  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education  of  the  district.  lie  has  maintained  his  home  at  Vermilion 
since  1906,  has  won  disiiuctivc  success  in  bis  business  activities  and  has 
a  secure  place  in  the  conlidcici'  mid  good  will  of  his  fellow  citizen.s. 

Mr.  Hofrichter  has  the  distinction  of  claiming  the  Ohio  metropolis  as 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  for  he  was  born  in  the  Citv  of  Cleveland,  on 
the  24th  of  May,  1887.  He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  A.  and  Julia  J.  (Rols- 
house)  Hofrichter,  tlie  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Louisville.  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  Hofrichter  family  was  early  founded  in  Cleveland  and  has  been  one 
of  prominence  and  influence  among  otlier  leading  German  families  of 
that  city.  The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review  was  for  many  yeai's 
engaged  in  the  sheet-metal,  roofing  and  cornice  business  in  Cleveland  and 
at  one  time  was  proprietor  of  tlie  Cuyahoga  Cornice  Works.     He  was 

one  of  the  substantial  and  highly  cstcci I  business  men  of  the  lieautiful 

Forest  City,  and  there  he  conlnnicil  his  resilience  until  his  death,  his 
wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  life  <'lciiial. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  Albert  C.  Hofrichter  received 
excellent  educational  advantages  in  his  boyhood  and  youth,  though  the 
death  of  his  parents  early  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  become 
largely  dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  his  mother  having  died  when 
he  was  but  six  years  of  age  and  his  father  having  passed  away  about 
two  years  later.  When  he  attained  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years  Mr. 
Hofrichter  found  employment  in  the  whob'salc  gi-oi'cry  house  of  the 
Ross  &  Spragiie  Company,  and  after  remaining  one  year  with  this  repre- 
sentative Cleveland  firm  he  had  gained  such  experience  as  to  make  him 
eligililc  foi-  advancement.  He  passed  a  year  in  the  employ  of  (ii-acc  & 
Ilouscn.  .ioliliiTs  and  wliolesale  dealers  in  groceries,  and  later  lie  ain])li- 
fied  his  experience  thi'ough  his  association  with  the  representatixe  Cleve- 
land firm  of  Strong,  Carlisle  &  Hammond,  engaged  in  the  machinery  and 
general  supply  business.  For  some  time  Mr.  Hofrichter  held  the  posi- 
tion of  assistant  secretary  of  the  l)oys'  department  in  the  Cleveland 
Young  Jleii's  Chi'isti.in  Associnf ion.  and  snlise.|ucntly  he  was  emploved 
by  aCleveliiihl  cmii|iany  eiignuvd  in  the  l.rass  and  gas-lixture  business. 

In  ll.lOti,  as  a  young  man  of  nnietccn  vcars.  Mr.  Hofrichter  came  to 
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Erie  County  and  established  his  residence  at  Vermilion,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  P.  W.  Wakefield  Brass  Company,  of  which  he  even- 
tually became  an  intei-ested  principal  and  of  which  he  was  made  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  in  1910.  Of  this  dual  executive  otBce  he  continued 
the  incumbent  until  January,  1915,  when  he  established  his  present  inde- 
pendent business  enterprise,  which  has  proved  most  successful  under 
his  energetic  and  well  ordered  management.  He  continued  his  identifica- 
tion with  the  P.  W.  Wakefield  Brass  Company,  of  which  he  is  a  director, 
and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  alert  and  successful  young  business 
men  and  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  his 
adoption.  He  is  a  republican  in  his  political  proclivities,  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  board  of  education  of  Vermilion  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  Church  of  Christ. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1908,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hof- 
riehter  to  Miss  Clara  M.  Wakefield,  daughter  of  Prederick  W.  Wake- 
field, of  Vermilion,  and  the  three  children  of  this  union  are  Albert  C. 
Jr.,  Hazel  W.,  and  Margaret  J. 

Isaac  Spore.  The  late  Isaac  Spore,  long  a  resident  of  Brie  County, 
Ohio,  came  of  a  family  that  had  its  origin  in  Holland,  and  representa- 
tives of  the  name  were  long  established  in  the  farming  country  of  the 
Hudson  River  Valley  in  the  State  of  New  York.  As  a  rule,  few  of  the 
name  penetrated  beyond  the  confines  of  the  valley.  They  were  well 
content  to  spend  their  days  in  the  peace  and  quiet  of  their  wholesome 
and  industrious  lives,  and  they  did  much  from  generation  to  generation 
to  upbuilding  communities  wherein  they  spent  their  days.  One  of  the 
name,  however,  who  was  not  content  to  live  and  die  in  the  valley  was 
David  Spore,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review. 

David  Spore  was  born  on  June  27,  1809,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Berlin  Town.ship,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  August  6,  1866.  He  was  reared 
in  the  trade  of  a  stone  mason  in  Albany  County,  New  York,  and  there 
he  married  Lucy  Pratt,  born  in  New  York  State  in  1813,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  eountiy  lawyer  and  a  prominent  local  musician  in  his  time.  In 
about  1852  David  Spore,  with  his  wife  and  children,  came,  via  the  Erie 
Canal  and  Lake  Erie,  to  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Later  they  came  to  the  home 
of  a  kinsman,  Abram  Spore,  who  had  settled  previously  in  Huron 
County,  and  after  they  had  a  chance  to  look  about  them  the  newcomers 
bought  a  home  in  Berlin  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
David  Spore  died  there  in  1866.  He  spent  the  years  of  his  life  in  the 
work  of  his  trade.  He  was  a  whig  and  a  republican.  His  widow  sur- 
vived him  for  some  years,  and  passed  away  at  the  home  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  William  H.  Jefi'erson.  Mrs.  Spore  was  familiarly  known  in 
the  commnnity  as  Aunt  Lucy,  and  she  was  deeply  loved  and  genuinely 
mourned  when  she  departed  this  life.  She  was  prominent  in  the 
Adventist  Church,  and  was  a  devoted  Sunday-school  worker  all  her  life. 
She  was  also  devoted  to  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  did  much  good  in 
the  community  to  promote  a  higher  standard  of  living. 

Isaac  Spore  was  one  of  nine  children  of  his  parents.  He  was  born 
in  Albany  County,  New  York,  on  the  highest  point  of  Helderburg 
Mountain,  on  August  20,  1833,  and  he  was  nineteen  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio.  He  had  a  fairly  good  education  for  that 
time,  obtained  in  the  schools  of  Albany  County,  and  after  coming  to 
Ohio  he  entered  Oberlin  Academy,  after  which  he  taught  school  for  some 
time.  After  his  marriage,  however,  he  turned  his  attention  to  farm  life 
and  settled  on  the  farm  which  was  his  wife 's  property.  It  was  situated 
on  the  State  Road  in  Plorence  Township,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road  was  a  68-acre  tract  which  he  owned  him.self.  Mr.  Spore  died  on 
May  7,  1900.  at  the  home  place.     He  was  one  of  the  dependable  men  of 


1064  HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

the  town,  straightforward  and  just,  manifesting  in  his  eveiy-day  life 
those  sterling  traits  that  ever  mark  the  man  of  Holland  ancestry. 

Mr.  Spore  was  married  in  this  township  and  county  to  Elizabeth 
JudsoD.  She  was  bora  in  the  house  in  which  she  took  up  her  married 
life,  and  she  has  spent  her  days  there  down  to  this  time.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Betsy  (Burr)  Judsou,  and  she  was  born  June  16, 
1837.     Her  parents  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 

It  is  more  than  ninety  years  since  James  Clai-ke  Judson  settled  in 
Erie  County.  He  was  for  a  gi-eat  many  years  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  Florence  To\viiship  and  his  work  as  a  surveyor  in  particular  has  left 
its  permanent  impress  on  the  lines  and  subdivisions  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  this  county.  He  is  honored  by  a  number  of  descendants  in 
this  and  other  states. 

Bom  in  Ballston  Springs,  New  York,  April  10,  1795,  James  Clarke 
Judson  was  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Charlotte  (Clarke)  Judson,  both  of 
Monroe,  Connecticut.  They  moved  back  to  Monroe  from  Ballston 
Springs  soon  after  the  birth  of  their  son.  Andrew  Judson  was  a  son 
of  Ephraim,  and  the  line  is  traced  back  through  successive  generations 
with  Deacon  John,  Deacon  Ephraim,  John,  Joseph,  and  William.  Wil- 
liam was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America  in  the  year  1634.  Char- 
lotte Clarke  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  James  Clarke.  Her  ancestors 
preceding  Captain  Clarke  were  Zechariah,  James,  James,  James,  and 
the  last  named  James  signed  the  fundamental  articles  of  agreement  at 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in  1639. 

James  C.  Judson  married  Betsy  Burr,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Jerusha  (Beardsley)  Burr.  She  w-as  born  December  16,  1798.  After 
their  marriage  they  lived  at  Brookfield,  Connecticut,  whei-e  he  was  occu- 
pied with  his  trade  as  blacksmith,  until  the  spring  of  1825.  He  then 
emigrated  to  Florence,  Hui-on  Coiuity,  now  Erie  County,  Ohio,  bringing 
his  wife  and  baby  and  the  family  of  his  wife's  parents.  Mr.  Judson 
settled  on  a  farm  a  mile  west  of  Florence  Corners.  Two  years  later  he 
went  back  to  Connecticut  on  horseback  and  returned  by  horse  and  wagon 
as  far  as  Buffalo  and  by  boat  from  there  to  Huron,  bringing  with  him 
his  eldest  daughter,  who  had  been  left  behind  on  a.ccount  of  illness. 

In  is:;ri  Aliv  .hidson  sold  U\o  west  piirt  of  his  farm,  on  which  he  had 
built  a  fraiiir  lidiisr.  iM.w  (HTiipi.d  hy  Prof.  Job  Pish.  The  following 
year  he  built  :iiiii1lii  r  house  f;ii1hi'i-  cast,  where  he  and  his  wife  spent 
the  rest  of  their  days. 

Mr.  Judson 's  services  as  a  surveyor,  an  art  in  which  he  had  become 
skilled,  were  in  much  demand  in  the  new  country  of  Erie  County.  His 
name  npi'iiU'i'il  fi-i'(|uently  on  the  county  records  as  engineer  of  many 
of  the  I'd.i'ls  ill  i-'iiii'  and  Huron  counties.  He  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  l';i>isc(ipal  Church  at  Wakeman,  and  was  a  faithful  attendant 
until  the  decline  of  that  church,  wdien  he  and  his  family  worshiped  with 
the  Methodist  Church  at  Florence. 

He  was  much  respected  in  the  community  and  his  counsel  was  fre- 
([uently  sought  by  those  in  trouble.  He  settled  majiy  estates  and  was 
guardian  of  several  children  and  their  estates.  He  was  of  a  genial 
disposition  and  a  good  playmate  for  all  children  who  visited  at  his 
home. 

Mrs.  Judson  died  February  23,  1885,  and  he  followed  her  on  April  1, 
1885.  Their  children  were:  Nancy  J.,  born  in  1822;  Burr,  born  in 
1824;  Antoinette,  born  in  1829;  Albert  W.,  born  in  1831;  Elizabeth, 
born  in  1837;  and  Charlotte,  born  in  1839.  Of  this  family  the  only 
survivor  is  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Spore,  who  lives  on  the  old  home.  Nancy 
married  Russell  W.  Butler  and  died  in  Norwalk,  September  26,  1909. 
Burr  married  for  his  first  wife  Sarah  Bissell,  and  for  his  second  wife 
Melissa  Jones,  and  he  died  in  Crown  Point,  Indiana,  in  1899.     Antoi- 
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nette  married  William  W.  Bissell,  of  Clarksfield,  and  died  March  10, 
1914.  Albert  W.  married  for  his  first  wife  Cynthia  Scott  and  for  his 
second  wife  Mary  Ami  Fish,  and  he  died  in  Sandusky,  April  22,  1904. 
Elizabeth  married  Isaac  Spore.     Charlotte  died  yoiingj. 

To  Isaac  Spore  and  his  wife  five  children  were  born,  of  whom  brief 
mention  is  made  as  follows: 

Arthur  M.  Spore  is  secretary  of  the  American  Crayon  Company  of 
Sandusky.  He  married  Minnie  Porter,  daughter  of  Jo.seph  Porter,  who 
was  for  years  master  mechanic  for  the  Big  Pour  Railroad.  They  have 
children  as  follows:  Charlotte  R.,  Howard  J.,  Leland  P.,  Esther  L  ,  and 
Judson  P. 

Clarence  J.  Spore  was  educated  in  Oberlin  Academy.  He  is  a  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Florence  Township,  occupying  a  part  of  the  old  Spore 
place.  He  married  Carrie  il.  Church,  and  they  have  a  son,  Harold  C, 
a  graduate  of  Oberlin  College,  class  of  1914,  and  now  an  instructor  of  the 
physical  training  department  in  that  institution. 

Herliert  C.  Spore  lives  in  Oberlin.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Berlin 
High  School,  and  also  attended  the  Indiana  State  Normal  at  Valparaiso, 
Indiana,  and  the  Ohio  State  Normal  at  Athens,  Ohio.  For  many  years 
afterward  he  was  engaged  in  teaching,  but  is  now  successfully  iden- 
tified with  agi'icultural  pursuits.  He  married  Amy  Walker  Barlin,  and 
they  have  three  children.  Arthur  W.  Spore,  a  graduate  of  Oberlin 
Business  College,  is  now  with  the  Goodyear  Rubber  Company,  in  their 
office  at  Akron,  Ohio.  Jessie  is  a  graduate  of  Oberlin  College,  and  is 
now  a  director  of  physical  training  at  the  Central  High  School  of  Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota.  Mabel  is  now  a  student  in  the  Oberlin  High 
School. 

Charlotte  C.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  E.  Peck,  who  is  connected  with  the 
state  hospital  at  Massillon,  Ohio.     They  have  no  children. 

Nellie  A.  is  a  graduate  of  Oberlin.  She  finished  the  grade  schools  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  taught  school  for  awhile,  then  entered  Oberlin  College, 
and  later  taught  in  that  institution.  She  has  since  perfected  herself  in 
the  department  of  physical  training,  and  was  employed  as  a  director  in 
physical  culture  at  Mount  Holyoke  College  in  Massachusetts.  She  was 
there  employed  from  September,  1894,  until  June,  1908,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  year  when  she  had  leave  of  absence.  In  1909,  owing  to  ill 
health,  she  gave  up  her  nuich  loved  work  and  is  now  living  at  home. 

John  D.  Michel,  of  the  younger  generation  of  farmers,  is  a  native 
of  Erie  County  and  so  much  impressed  with  its  agi-icultural  and  resi- 
dence advantages  that,  like  hundreds  of  others,  he  has  never  been  able 
to  see  that  he  could  better  himself  by  making  a  change  of  location.  His 
entire  career  has  been  devoted  to  the  pursuits  of  the  soil,  and  through 
intelligent  and  well-directed  labor  he  has  worked  his  way  to  a  position 
of  prestige,  being  at  this  time  the  owner  of  130  acres  of  good  land,  and 
the  object  of  the  regard  and  esteem  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

j\lr.  Jlichel  was  born  in  the  City  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  December  11, 
1886,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Link)  Michel.  His  father  was 
born  in  Germany,  where  he  was  well  educated  and  brought  up  in  the 
wine  industry,  a  business  of  which  he  mastered  every  detail.  However, 
he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  opportunities  for  advancement  to  be  found 
in  his  native  land,  and  accordingly  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
land  across  the  ocean,  with  the  result  that  in  his  eighteenth  year  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States.  From  his  lauding  port  of  New  York, 
he  made  his  way  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  he  soon  secured  employment 
in  the  business  with  w-hich  he  was  familiar,  and  being  industrious,  will- 
ing and   trustworthy,   made   rapid   advancement   until   he   became   the 
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proprietor  of  a  business  of  his  own.  Mr.  Michel  was  connected  with  the 
wine  industry  at  Sandusky  for  more  than  twenty  years  and  established 
a  reputation  as  a  substantial  and  reliable  business  man,  but  in  1892 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Perkins 
Township.  As  a  farmer  he  proved  successful  for  the  same  reasons  that 
he  had  gained  prosperity  in  his  other  business — he  was  industrious, 
thrifty  and  true  to  engagements,  he  carried  on  his  business  operations 
under  modem  methods,  and  he  inspired  eontidence  in  others  by  his 
integrity.  After  a  long  and  useful  career  he  passed  away  in  1908. 
Mr.  Michel  was  a  democrat,  but  not  a  politician.  He  married  :\Tiss  ;Mary 
Link,  who  was  born  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  daughter  of  ^ilnri'is  und  .Mary 
Link,  late  residents  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  JMiclid  licraiiic  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Theresa;  Emma,  who  is  the  wife 
of  George  Schwanger;  Joseph;  John  D.,  of  this  notice;  Edith,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Earl  Hart ;  Mary ;  William  ;  and  Leona. 

John  D.  Michel  was  six  years  of  age  when  brought  to  Perkins  Town- 
ship by  his  parents,  and  here  he  was  reared  on  the  homestead  place.  He 
was  given  good  educational  advantages,  attending  the  public  schools  and 
tliiii  Inldiig  a  course  at  the  Sandusky  Business  Colli-uc  rullowing  which 
lie  ntiiMird  to  the  home  place  and  took  over  its  m.-iiiauvniciit.  He  has 
iii.iili'  i\  siicct'ss  of  his  ventures  and  his  130-acre  tiari  uF  laml  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  producing  large  crops  annually  and  giving 
generous  returns  for  the  labor  expended  upon  it.  AYhile  he  has  fol- 
lowed general  farming  principally,  Mr.  Michel  has  not  overlooked  any 
oi>|M;rliiiiif  irs  for  enlarging  the  scope  of  his  work,  and  the  various  depai't- 
iiMiits  (if  lanning  have  always  received  attention  from  him.  His  meth- 
ods all'  progressive,  his  labor  is  energetic,  and  this  combination  has 
brought  about  very  compensatory  results.  Mr.  Michel  is  a  democrat, 
but  his  activities  in  public  affairs  have  l)een  eontined  to  casting  his  vote 
and  to  supporting  movements  for  educational  and  civic  advancement. 

Mr.  Michel  was  married  in  Perkins  Township  to  Miss  Florence  Odell, 
of  West  Huron,  Ohio. 

Walter  H.  T.vylor.  In  Berlin  Township,  along  Rural  Route  No.  2 
out  of  Berlin  Heights,  is  situated  the  large  and  well  kept  farm  and  beau- 
tiful country  residence  of  Walter  H.  Taylor  and  wife.  The  Taylor 
family  with  its  various  connections  may  properly  be  classed  among  Erie 
County's  pioneers,  since  they  have  been  identified  with  this  locality 
more  than  eighty  years.  A  great  deal  of  the  progress  in  material 
ini|>riivciiiiiits  and  the  upbuilding  and  maintenance  of  institutions  in 
Bii'liii  Tiiw  iisliip  since  that  time  can  lie  credited  to  a  comparatively  few 
faiiiilirs  like  the  Taylors. 

The  first  settler  of  the  name  in  Northern  Ohio  was  Alfred  Taylor, 
grandfather  of  Walter  IT.  He  was  born  in  Westport,  Connecticut,  in 
1794,  and  was  of  New  England  ancestry.  Back  in  Connecticut  he  was 
a  member  of  the  state  militia  and  a  leader  in  the  local  military  baud, 
and  among  the  old  settlers  was  particularly  known  for  his  activities  as 
a  musician  and  band  leader  in  both  Erie  ami  Ilui-on  counties.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1823.  Alfred  Taylor  married  Sallie  ij.  i'.eiiiielt.  of  Westport.  Con- 
necticut. She  was  bom  Anuiist  Id.  ISdi).  and  died  in  Berlin  Township 
in  1857.  In  1858  Alfred  Taylor  returned  to  Coinieetieut  where  he  mar- 
ried Lovina  Crossmond,  who  died  in  Berlin  Township  about  four  .years 
after  her  husband.  After  his  first  marriage  Alfred  Taylor  became  a 
contractor  for  the  construction  of  pike  roads  and  docks.  While  he  lived 
in  Connecticut  four  children  were  born  to  him :  Theodore.  James.  Ben- 
jamin S.,  and  one  that  died  when  two  years  of  age  while  the  family  were 
on  their  way  to  the  West,  in  October,  1882.     In  starting  for  Ohio  they 
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went  through  the  Connecticut  country  by  wagons  and  teams,  traveled 
up  the  Huilson  River  on  a  boat,  and  were  on  a  canal  boat  on  the  Erie 
Canal  when  this  infant  child  died,  and  its  body  was  laid  to  rest  along 
the  banks  of  that  canal.  From  Buffalo  the  family  proceeded  up  the 
lake  to  Sandusky,  and  thus  came  on  to  what  is  now  Berlin  Township, 
where  Alfred  Taylor  bought  100  acres  of  wild  land  on  the  Townsend 
Road,  not  far  from  the  villages  of  Berlin  and  Berlin  Heights.  For  a 
number  of  years  they  lived  the  simple  existence  of  pioneers,  their  home 
was  a  log  cabin,  and  hard  work  and  considerable  privations  were  endured. 
Alfred  Taylor  improved  his  land  and  later  replaced  the  log  cabin  with 
a  substantial  frame  house,  which  had  the  somewhat  ixnusual  feature  of 
two  open  fireplaces.  This  house  is  still  standing,  and  one  of  the  fire- 
places can  still  be  used.  A  number  of  years  later  Alfred  Taylor  bought 
the  old  Minard  farm  across  the  road,  and  that  is  the  farm  home  first  men- 
tioned as  the  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Taylor.  Alfred 
Taylor  had  many  years  of  usefulness  and  honorable  esteem  in  Erie 
County.  He  died  at  his  farm  home  in  1879.  His  first  wife  had  passed 
away  about  middle  age.  Alfred  Taylor  was  eighty-four  years  of  age 
when  he  died,  and  his  second  wife  was  past  eighty.  Tlic.\  wnc  iiicmbers 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics  he  siipiHnlid  ihc  whig 
party  as  long  as  it  was  in  existence  and  afterwards  tin-  icpublicans. 
In  many  ways  he  exerted  an  influence  as  a  citizen.  He  was  regarded 
as  the  most  expert  snare  drum  player  in  Erie  County,  and  under  his 
leadership  the  local  band  gained  a  reputation  which  some  of  the  older 
settlers  will  still  recall  with  pleasure.  Alfred  Taylor  also  built  and  owned 
the  band  wagon  which  carried  the  company  of  musicians  around  all  over 
Huron  and  Erie  counties.  This  liand  was  regarded  as  invaluable  for 
political  campaign  jturposes  and  every  big  rally  and  other  political 
assemblages  of  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago  was  not  complete  without  Mr. 
Taylor's  musicians. 

Benjamin  S.  Taylor,  a  son  of  Alfred  and  father  of  Walter,  was  born 
ill  Connecticut,  November  7,  1823,  and  died  on  his  farm  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship, January  25,  1912.  He  was  twelve  years  of  age  when  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Erie  County.  His  brother  Theoilon-  dicil  wlien  a 
young  man  and  still  unmarried,  and  his  brother  .Ijiiims  nKiiiicd  but 
died  without  children.  Benjamin  Taylor  should  be  I'ciiiciiilici-cd  as  a 
successful  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  one  who  made  a  success  by  hard  work, 
and  whose  activities  and  cliaracter  were  such  as  to  command  esteem  and 
respect.  For  a  number  of  years  he  owned  and  occupied  a  farm  west  of 
Berlin  Village,  but  died  at  the  house  of  his  son  Walter.  The  distinction 
belongs  to  him  of  having  installed  the  first  steam  sawmill  in  Berlin 
Township,  and  he  conducted  it  for  many  years,  and  from  it  furnished 
the  luinlicr  wliich  entei'ed  into  the  construction  of  many  boats  at  Milan 
and  Huron.  Like  his  father  before  him,  he  possessed  a  character  of 
positive  (luality,  tried  to  observe  the  strict  ideals  of  honesty  and  justice, 
but  was  always  generous  and  helpful  to  those  who  showed  any  tendency 
to  work  and  help  themselves.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat.  On  May  9, 
1849.  Benjamin  S.  Taylor  was  married  in  Huron  County  to  Miss  Harriet 
Phillips.  She  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  November  29,  1823, 
when  five  years  of  age  went  to  New  York  State,  and  in  1834  came  with 
her  parents  to  Huron  County,  Ohio.  Before  her  marriage  she  was  a 
popular  teacher,  and  her  death  occurred  April  22,  1899.  Her  parents 
were  Benjamin  and  Hannah  Phillips,  both  natives  of  Connecticut.  On 
coming  to  Ohio  thej'  bought  a  farm  in  Huron  County,  and  lived  there  the 
re.st  of  their  days.  Benjamin  Phillips  was  for  many  years  an  invalid 
before  his  death,  but  both  he  and  his  wife  attained  advanced  years. 
Mrs.  Taylor  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  that  faith 
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was  the  preference  of  her  husband.  It  should  be  noted  that  Benjamin 
Taylor  grew  up  as  a  republican  and  held  to  that  political  doctrine  for 
many  years,  but  finally  left  the  party  and  became  a  democrat. 

Walter  H.  Taylor  was  one  of  tive  children.  The  daughter  Mary 
died  after  her  marriage  to  E.  K.  Fisher,  and  was  survived  by  her  hus- 
band and  three  children,  all  of  the  latter  being  now  married.  Ellen  is 
the  wife  of  J.  D.  Fisher,  of  Berlin  Township,  and  their  children  are: 
Carrie,  who  was  born  December  25,  1878,  was  educated  in  the  Milan 
High  School,  at  the  state  university  and  the  training  school  in  Cleve- 
land, and  is  now  a  missionai-y  in  Liberia;  and  Lloyd,  who  is  an  engineer 
on  the  Lake  Shore  Kailwny  ami  is  married  and  has  two  children,. Mary  C. 
and  -James  W.  The  claiiylilii'  <  'ora  is  still  unmarried.  Eva  is  the  widow 
of  E.  E.  Waldron  antl  lives  at  Aorwalk,  Ohio,  and  has  one  daughter. 

Walter  H.  Taylor  was  born  on  his  father's  old  farm  west  of  the  Vil- 
lage of  Berlin,  June,  1854.  His  education  came  from  the  old  Normal 
School  at  Milan,  and  when  ready  to  take  up  the  serious  responsibilities 
of  life  he  received  by  the  will  of  his  grandfather  100  acres,  a  tract  of 
land  which  has  already  been  referred  to.  Since  then  Mr.  Taylor  has 
followed  an  active  and  progressive  career  as  an  agriculturist,  and  there 
are  few  better  bodies  of  farm  lands  in  Berlin  Township.  All  the  land 
is  in  cultivation  except  six  acres  of  native  timber.  His  group  of  farm 
buildings  is  a  feature  that  at  once  attracts  the  attention  of  all  passers 
by.  The  residence  is  a  large  building  containing  fourteen  rooms,  and 
there  are  also  two  large  and  substantial  barns,  one  of  them  a  bank  barn 
40  by  50,  and  a  horse  barn  stands  on  a  foundation  30  by  40  feet. 

In  Henrii'lla  Tn\\iislii]>  of  Lorain  County,  September  10,  1879,  Mr. 
Taylor  marriiil  .Miss  Nellie  Jane  Courrier.  She  was  born  in  Berlin 
Township  of  Erie  County  not  far  from  the  home  in  which  she  now  lives 
on  January  28,  1857,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Vanderpoole) 
Courrier.  Both  her  parents  were  bom  in  New  York  State,  but  were 
married  in  Erie  County.  Her  father  died  in  Henrietta  Township  of 
Lorain  County  in  1876  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  and  her  mother  in  Huron 
County  in  1904  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  They  were  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  Init  later  joined  the  Methodists,  and  her  father  was  a 
republican.  Mrs.  Taylor  grew  up  in  Lorain  County,  and  has  proved 
herself  an  unusually  capable  mistress  of  the  fine  home  over  which  she 
presides.  She  and  her  husband  attend  the  Congri'caliniial  Church.  In 
national  politics  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  republican,  and  has  ivmlrivil  some  good 
service  to  the  community  through  nine  years  as  lownsliip  trustee.  He  is 
a  past  commanding  officer  in  the  Knights  of  the  Maccahees.  belonging  to 
tlie  order  at  Norwalk. 

Levi  Arnold.  The  following  sketch  contains  the  important  facts 
in  the  life  and  family  record  of  a  .former  Erie  County  citizen  whose 
name  always  stood  for  all  that  is  honest  and  of  good  report  in  this 
community,  for  successful  thrift  and  business  integrity,  and  for  a  posi- 
tion which  all  must  respect.  The  Arnold  family  has  been  identified 
with  Erie  County  since  pioneer  days,  the  early  generation  having  made 
homes  out  of  the  wilderness  and  the  late  Levi  Arnold  himself  was  a 
product  of  a  log  cabin  home  and  a  log  schoolhouse,  but  like  many  others 
of  that  generation  apparently  suffered  little  handicap  in  a  life  of  abun- 
dant prosperity  and  civic  usefulness. 

At  the  old  Arnold  home  in  Milan  Township  Levi  Arnold  passed  away 
December  19,  1900,  in  his  sixty-eighth  year.  He  was  born  in  Ashtabula, 
Ohio,  March  6,  1833.  a  son  of  Ira  and  Eliza  (Harrison)  Arnold.  His 
father  was  born  near  Lake  Champlain,  New  York,  and  was  reared  in 
the  home  of  a  well-to-do  uncle  in  Northeastern  New  York.    In  that  same 
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locality  his  wife  was  born  and  reared,  and  after  their  marriage  there 
they  moved  west  to  Ohio  about  1830.  They  located  on  a  tract  of  new 
land  in  Ashtabula  County,  spent  several  yeai's  in  a  log  cabin  home,  but 
after  effecting  some  improvements  on  their  first  farm  they  sold  out  and 
located  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  still  later  came  to  Erie  County,  this 
being  in  about  1840.  Their  first  location  was  near  Union  Corners  iu 
Milan  Township,  and  there  the  children  received  most  of  tlieir  school 
advantages.  Later  the  family  moved  to  Spears  Corners  iu  the  same 
township,  and  a  year  later  the  parents  moved  to  Oxford  Township, 
where  the  father  purchased  his  last  farm  and  home.  He  died  there 
when  seventy  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  attained  the  venerable  age 
of  ninety-three.  Both  stood  high  in  their  community,  were  loved  and 
respected,  and  came  to  a  serene  old  age.  In  spite  of  her  advanced  years 
the  mother  continued  smart  and  active  all  her  days,  was  a  great  talker, 
and  members  of  the  younger  generation  delighted  to  hear  her  stories  of 
early  times  iu  Ohio.  She  was  very  domestic,  and  for  many  years  rarely 
left  her  own  home  and  fireside.  She  and  her  husband  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Spiritualist  faith.  Their  children  were :  Mary,  who  died 
unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty-four ;  Levi ;  Spencer,  now  deceased,  who 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  and  for  a  time  was  on  guard  duty 
at  Johnson's  Island,  and  is  survived  by  one  daughter;  Phoebe  Ann,  who 
died  when  a  child;  Norman,  who  is  now  living  in  Eastern  Ohio  and 
has  a  family  of  sons  and  daughters. 

The  late  Levi  Arnold  grew  up  and  received  his  education  in  Milan 
Township.  He  was  a  small  boy  when  the  family  came  to  this  coiinty, 
and  on  reaching  his  majority  he  made  choice  of  farming  as  his  regular 
vocation.  He  bought  over  100  acres  of  land  in  Oxford  Township  prior 
to  his  marriage  and  during  the  Civil  war  time.  Subsecjuently  he  sold 
this  and  for  a  few  years  was  a  renter.  He  then  bought  his  permanent 
home  on  the  Milan  Road  near  the  Village  of  Avery,  containing  eighty- 
two  acres  of  well  situated  and  fertile  land.  Here  he  and  his  wife  not 
long  afterward  took  up  a  special  industry  of  growing  strawberries.  At 
one  time  he  had  about  twenty-five  acres  in  this  crop,  and  many  carloads 
of  splendid  fruit  shipped  over  Ohio  and  other  states  came  from  the 
Arnold  farm.  During  the  season  there  were  frequently  between  150 
and  200  people  engaged  in  picking  the  berries,  and  a  day's 
yield  was  not  infrequently  as  liigh  as  300  bushels.  Mr.  Arnold  laid 
the  basis  of  a  substantial  fortune  as  a  pioneer  strawberry  grower.  He 
also  conducted  general  farming  operations,  getting  large  crops  of  grain, 
and  in  later  years  planted  a  considerable  acreage  in  potatoes.  The 
material  improvements  which  he  effected  on  the  place  are  still  in  evi- 
dence. They  compi-ise  large  barns,  other  buildings  for  the  shelter  of 
tools  and  implements  and  the  storage  of  crops,  and  a  commodious  two- 
story  twelve-room  house,  with  basement  under  all  and  with  every  modern 
convenience.  For  many  years  Mr.  Arnold  served  as  a  director  in  the 
County  Pair  Association,  and  the  pick  of  his  fields  was  frequently 
exhibited  at  local  fairs.     In  politics  he  was  a  strong  republican. 

In  1858,  at  Spears  Corners,  he  married  Rachel  Everitt.  Mrs.  Arnold 
was  born  at  Spears  Corners  June  12,  1839,  grew  up  and  received  her 
education  there  and  her  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  Erie  Coixnty. 
"When  only  fifteen  years  of  age  she  was  given  charge  of  a  school  and 
continued  teaching  four  years.  She  proved  a  most  capable  helpmate  to 
her  hxisband.  and  deserves  a  large  share  of  the  credit  for  the  upbuilding 
of  the  farm  and  the  abundance  which  rewarded  the  efforts  of  herself 
avd  husband.  She  has  proved  her  ability  as  an  independent  manager 
of  this  fine  farm  since  the  death  of  her  husband.  Mrs.  Arnold  is  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Abigail  (Sweasey)  Everitt,  both  of  whom  were 
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boru  iu  New  Jersey,  and  after  their  marriage  and  in  the  early  '30s 
came  to  Erie  County,  Ohio.  Her  father  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade 
and  had  one  of  the  early  shops  at  Spears  Corners.  Some  years  later, 
about  1855,  he  boiight  a  good  farm  in  Huron  Township,  and  that  was 
the  scene  of  his  later  years.  He  was  eighty-six  when  he  died  and  had 
been  hale  and  hearty  up  to  the  last.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican. 
His  wife  lived  to  be  seventy-six.  While  they  belonged  to  no  church 
tliey  were  people  of  the  finest  quality  of  morality  and  most  helpful 
members  of  the  community.  In  their  family  of  thirteen  childi-en  one 
son  and  six  daughters  reached  maturity,  married  and  had  children  of 
their  own.  ]\Irs.  Arnold  has  one  living  sister,  Mrs.  Abbie  A.  Rowley,  who 
lives  at  Lorain,  Ohio,  and  who  has  a  son,  Allison  Rowley,  superintend- 
ent of  the  steel  works. 

To  the  marriage  of  Levi  Arnold  and  wife  were  born  five  children. 
Clinton,  who  is  a  well  educated  man,  has  lived  in  Chicago  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  is  one  of  the  well  known  educators  of  that  city;  his 
daughter,  Bessie,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  James  Hanson,  a  physician  at  San- 
dusky, and  they  in  turn  have  a  son  named  James  P.  Wilbert,  the 
second  child,  is  now  the  practical  manager  of  his  mother's  fine  farm  in 
Milan  Township,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Louise  Lockwood  has  two 
children  named  Harold  and  Dorothy.  Charles  Arnold,  who  has  also 
attained  prominence  in  educational  circles,  is  a  graduate  of  the  State 
University  at  Columbus,  has  taken  post-graduate  work  in  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, and  is  now  professor  of  mathematics  at  the  University  of 
Ohio;  he  married  Leora  Burrington,  and  their  daughter,  Helen,  is  now 
eleven  years  of  age.  The  two  other  children,  Iva  and  Frank,  both  died 
young.  Mrs.  Arnold  and  family  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
her  husband  was  also  regular  in  his  worship  in  the  same  denomination. 
For  a  number  of  years  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  were  active  members 
of  the  Milan  Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 

Capt,  Charles  Weitzman.  From  an  early  period  in  its  history 
Erie  County,  by  veiy  virtue  of  its  situation,  has  contributed  a  generous 
quota  of  strong,  vital  and  stei-jinn-  citizens  to  "go  down  to  the  sea  in 
ships"  and  to  become  intiuiiit  ial  fjcldi's  in  connection  with  navigation 
interests  and  service  on  the  (iicat  L.ilvrs.  the  most  wonderful  of  inland 
seas.  As  sailor  and  master  of  vessels  Captain  Weitzman  has  long  held 
high  prestige  and  by  reason  of  his  worthy  service  in  connection  with 
commerce  and  traffic  on  the  lakes  as  well  as  in  recognition  of  his  .status 
as  one  of  the  libei'al,  loyal  and  honored  citizens  of  Erie  County  is  lie 
entitled  to  definite  representation  in  this  publication. 

A  scion  of  an  ancient  and  sterling  family  of  the  Kingdom  of  Wur- 
tembcru'.  <!i  riiKiiiy,  where  one  generation  after  another  of  the  line  was 
to  be  fdiiiid  istiililished  in  the  picturesque  Rhine  district,  near  Oberheim 
and  Niisshiiiii,  ami  where  the  family  long  stood  exponent  of  the  great 
and  fundamental  industry  of  agriculture,  were  born  the  paternal  grand- 
Ijarents  of  Captain  AVeitzman,  and  there  they  passed  their  entire  lives, 
the  grandfather  having  been  a  substantial  farmer  and  the  family  faith 
having  been  for  many  generations  that  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the 
German  Fatherland.  Caid  Weitzman,  father  of  him  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  article,  was  born  and  reared  in  the  Rhine  district  of  Wur- 
temberg,  where  the  family  home  was  in  the  same  neighborhood  as  that 
of  Jacob  Gunzenhauser,  who  came  to  the  Lhiited  States  and  became 
the  founder  of  the  well  known  family  of  that  name  in  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  his  first  settlement  having  been  at  Sandusky,  the  present  metropo- 
lis and  .iudieial  center  of  the  county.  Reports  carried  back  to  Germany 
by  letters  from  this  former  neighbor  and  valued  friend  so  impressed 
young   Weitziium    with    the    advantages   and    opportunities    offered    in 
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America  that  he  decided  to  join  Mi-.  Gunzenhauser  in  Ohio,  a  record 
concerning  the  latter  being  found  on  other  pages  of  this  worls,  in  the 
sketch  of  the  career  of  his  son,  John  G.  Gunzenhauser. 

As  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  Carl  Weitznian  severed  the  home  ties 
and  bravely  set  forth  for  the  New  World.  At  Hamburg  he  embarked 
on  a  sailing  vessel  of  the  type  common  to  that  period,  and  by  this 
medium  he  found  transportation  to  New  York  City,  the  voyage  having 
covered  a  period  of  several  weeks.  From  New  York  he  made  his  way 
to  Sandusky  where  he  received  a  warm  welcome  by  the  Gunzenhauser 
family,  and  as  a  sturdy  and  ambitious  youth  he  soon  found  employment 
on  sailing  vessels  plying  the  Great  Lakes,  his  tirst  experience  being 
that  of  assistant  cook  in  the  galley.  He  continued  to  be  connected 
with  this  department  of  service  on  the  lakes  for  many  years,  and  in 
the  connection  was  pleasantly  associated  with  a  number  of  the  old- 
time  lake  captains  of  broad  experience  and  high  reputation  in  their 
chosen  vocation,  the  while  his  ability  and  uprightness  combined  with 
his  genial  nature  to  gain  to  him  the  high  regard  of  those  witli  whom 
he  came  in  contact  and  made  him  well  known  and  distinctively  popular 
in  lake-marine  circles.  From  the  year  of  his  arrival  in  America  until 
after  he  had  passed  the  sixtieth  milestone  on  the  journey  of  life  he 
found  employment  a.s  a  cook  on  vessels  plying  the  lakes,  and  in  his 
department  he  gained  specially  high  reputation,  it  being  well  known  and 
axiomatic  that  it  is  often  easiest  to  appeal  to  a  man's  heart  through 
the  medium  of  his  stomach.  After  severing  his  association  with  navi- 
gation interests  i\Ir.  Weitzman  finally  assumed  an  executive  position 
with  the  Wickham  Company,  of  Huron,  engaged  in  the  fish  and  lumber 
business,  and  he  continued  to  be  thus  engaged  until  within  a  few  years 
of  his  death,  the  closing  period  of  his  long  and  useful  life  having  been 
passed  in  well  earned  retirement  from  business  activities  and  his  death 
having  occurred  at  Huron,  in  December,  1909,  at  which  time  he  was 
seventy-one  years  of  age.  Though  he  was  reared  and  confirmed  in  the 
Catholic  Church,  he  became  a  Protestant  after  his  marriage,  his  wife 
having  been  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  with  which 
he  affiliated,  though  not  as  a  constituent  member. 

As  a  .young  man  Mr.  Weitzman  married  Miss  Agnes  Wunderley, 
who  was  i)orn  at  Huron,  this  county,  in  1847,  and  who  was  here  sum- 
moned to  eternal  rest  in  January,  1911,  her  entire  life  having  been 
passed  in  her  native  place  and  her  circle  of  friends  having  been  limited 
only  by  that  of  her  acquaintances.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Elias  and 
Elizabeth  (Rice)  Wunderley.  The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Weitz- 
man was  Alexander  Wunderley,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland,  a  scion 
of  a  strong,  thrifty  and  aggressive  old  family  of  that  fine  little  republic. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and  shortly  after  his 
marriage  he  immigrated  with  his  wife  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
early  period  of  the  nineteenth  century.  After  a  weary  and  tempestuous 
passage  the  vessel  on  which  they  sailed  dropped  anchor  in  the  port  of 
New  York  City,  whence  the  journey  was  continued  by  the  primitive 
means  then  available,  river,  canal  and  Lake  Erie  to  the  Ohio  shores. 
Mr.  Wunderley  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Seneca  County, 
this  state,  where  he  obtained  a  tract  of  wild  land  from  the  Government 
and  instituted  the  reclamation  of  a  farm,  this  old  homestead  having 
been  situated  near  the  present  City  of  Tiffin.  There  he  and  his  wife 
passed  the  residue  of  their  lives,  success  having  attended  their  earnest 
labors  as  members  of  the  early  farming  community,  and  both  attained 
to  advanced  age,  thoir  rf^Hccimis  fnith  having  been  that  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  They  rciinil  ,i  Imuv  fiiinily  of  children,  all  of  whom  are  noAv 
deceased.  Of  the  i-liililicii  AlrMunlcr.  Jr.,  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Seneca  Couiitv,  about  tlie  year  1813.     He  was  there  reared  to 
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adult  age  and  iii  his  youth  learnud  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  At  souie 
time  between  the  years  1880  and  IS'32  he  came  to  Erie  Couuty  and 
established  his  home  in  the  little  hamlet  of  Hui-on,  with  whose  civic  and 
material  development  he  became  closely  concerned,  and  for  many  years 
lie  continued  one  of  the  honored  and  influential  citizens  and  business 
men  of  this  place,  whose  river  and  hne  harbor  on  Lake  Erie  early  made 
it  a  point  of  more  than  little  commercial  and  industrial  importance. 
In  the  thriving  little  village  he  engaged  in  the  work  of  his  trade,  and 
eventually  he  built  up  a  large  business  in  which  he  employed  several 
assistants  in  manufacturing  the  old-time  boots  and  shoes.  Later  he 
lircaiiic  idciililicd  with  other  lines  of  mercantile  enterprise  and  he  con- 
tiiiiiid  his  ii'sii|iiii-r  at  Huron  until  his  death,  in  1868.  Both  he  and 
his  liriilhiT  i;iias,  who  likewise  was  a  resident  of  Huron  County,  were 
deprived  each  of  a  patrimony  of  about  $2,500 — a  very  appreciable  sum 
at  that  period — both  having  been  disinherited  by  their  father  because 
of  their  apostasy  from  the  Catholic  Church,  though  they  never  afterward 
became  regular  members  of  any  other  religious  organization.  Alexander 
Weitzman,  Jr.,  wedded  at  Huron  Miss  Elizabeth  Rice,  who  w^as  boru 
in  Germany,  in  1816,  and  who  came  alone  from  her  native  land  and 
became  a  resident  of  Huron,  Erie  County,  when  she  was  a  girl  of  but 
fifteen  years. 

Captain  Weitzman  of  this  review  was  the  second  child  and  eldest 
son  in  a  family  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters:  Clara,  eldest  of  the 
number,  is  the  wife  of  Lucius  LaVoo,  who  is  a  tug  engineer  by  vocation, 
and  they  reside  at  Huron,  their  four  children  being  Edith,  Ruth,  Wil- 
liam and  Yale.  Louisa,  who  became  the  wife  i>i'  Charles  .Mrl,:iUL:hliii,  is 
deceased  and  is  survived  by  two  children,  ('litldiil  and  .\lililiiil,  lioth 
of  whom  are  now  married.  Frank  is  a  resident  of  Sandusky  where  lie 
is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  and  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  city  council;  he  has  no  children.  Otis  was  drowned  while  on  a 
pleasure  trip  on  Lake  Erie  and  was  nineteen  yeai-s  of  age  at  the  time, 
in  1896.  Howard  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  at  Youngstown, 
this  state,  and  has  two  sons,  Lene  and  Vance. 

Captain  Weitzman  grew  to  maturity  in  Huron,  received  the  advan- 
tages of  the  public  schools  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  initiated 
his  career  as  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes,  his  first  position  having  been 
on  the  schooner  David  Provost,  on  which  he  finished  the  navigation 
season  of  1885  as  a  sailor  before  the  mast.  In  the  following  season 
he  was  on  the  Comrade,  as  was  he  also  the  next  season,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  served  as  watchman  on  the  steamer  Columbus. 
Ills  nixt  wdik  was  as  wheelman  of  the  Wetmore,  and  later  in  the 
sr.isdii  (if  1S!I()  he  assumed  a  similar  position  on  a  superior  vessel 
iniiiiiianijed  hy  Capt.  John  E.  Peterson,  of  Huron,  a  veteran  and  hon- 
ored \essel  master  from  this  port  and  part  owner  of  the  Comrade. 
( ',i|itiiiii  Weitzman  served  on  the  steamers  Columbia  and  J.  C. 
Lockwood  ixnder  Captain  Peterson,  with  whom  he  continued  to  be 
thus  associated  several  years,  in  the  capacity  of  wheelsman  and  second 
mate,  to  which  latter  position  he  was  promoted  in  1892.  In  1894  he 
was  advanced  to  the  office  of  first  mate  and  he  remained  with  Captain 
Peterson  in  this  capacity  until  1896.  In  the  following  year  he  was 
with  Captain  Dick  Jolly  of  the  C.  B.  Lockwood,  and  the  following 
year  found  him  retained  as  first  mate  of  the  Appomattox.  In  1898 
he  was  first  mate  of  the  steel  \rssel  .Misiba,  and  thereafter  he  was  firet 
mate  of  a  similar  vessel  nanied  t\\r  Alaiiiiiiina,  on  which  he  served  a  por- 
tion of  the  season  of  1902.  He  then  n-icived  his  first  distinct  command, 
as  master  of  the  .steel  barge  ]\[aderia.  on  which  he  finished  the  season. 
Thereafter  he  commanded  in  turn  the  Joliet,  the  German,  the  ]\lesel>a, 
of  which  he  had  formerly  been  mate;  and  from  1907  to  1910,  inclusive, 
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he  was  iu  command  of  the  Maricopa.  From  1911  to  1914  he  served  each 
successive  season  as  master  of  the  steamer  Harvard,  a  vessel  of  7,000 
tons  burden;  and  the  season  of  1915  found  him  in  charge  of  another 
vessel.  Pie  has  made  an  admirable  record  in  his  chosen  vocation  and 
is  known  in  maritime  circles  throughout  the  entire  Great  Lakes  system, 
with  a  popularity  based  on  steadfast  integrity  and  genial  personality. 

Captain  Weitzman  gives,  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican 
party;  he  and  his  wife  and  their  son  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Chui'ch  at  Huron,  and  in  his  home  city  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No. 
369,  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  and  with  Huron  Lodge  No.  756,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  passed  the  various 
official  chairs. 

At  Huron  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Captain  Weitzman  to 
Miss  Mollie  Stickrath,  who  was  born  and  reared  at  Vermilion,  Erie 
County,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Joan  (List)  Stickrath, 
both  natives  of  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  though  their  marriage  was  con- 
tracted at  Vermilion,  Erie  County,  where  he  and  his  wife  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  he  having  been  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  voca- 
tion. Mr.  Stickrath  died  in  middle  life  and  his  widow  attained  to  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years,  both  having  become  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  after  they  came  to  America.  Henry  Stickrath,  the  one  surviving 
brother  of  ilrs.  Weitzman,  is  a  resident  of  Marion,  this  state,  and  the 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Ella  Thompson;  they  have  no  children. 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Weitzman  have  one  son,  Hiram  C.,  who  was  born  in 
the  year  1895,  and  who  was  for  two  years  a  student  in  Oberlin  College ; 
in  1915  he  completed  a  course  in  a  business  college  in  the  City  of  San- 
dusky. 

Carl  Knittle.  Along  the  lake  shore  in  Vermilion  Township  is  sit- 
uated the  attractive  home  of  Carl  Knittle.  He  owns  sixty-five  acres  of 
highly  improved  land  situated  on  Main  Market  Road  No.  13,  with  an 
outlook  over  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie.  Carl  Knittle  has  spent  all  his 
life  in  this  one  locality,  and  his  place  has  the  advantage  of  being  located 
near  Mittewanga  Grove  and  near  Ruggles  Grove,  two  well  known  parks 
and  summer  resorts. 

On  this  farm  Carl  Knittle  first  saw  the  light  of  day  May  25,  1877. 
He  acquired  the  laud  from  his  father,  and  has  for  fifteen  years  been 
one  of  the  progressive  men  in  the  agricultural  line  in  this  section  of 
Erie  Couuty.  He  rai.ses  fine  grain  crops,  fruits,  particularly  apples, 
and  everything  he  undertakes  he  carries  forward  with  characteristic 
energy  and  progressiveness.  His  home  is  a  substantial  seven-room 
white  house  with  green  trimmings,  and  besides  various  other  farm 
buildings  he  has  a  substantial  barn  36  by  64  feet. 

It  was  ill  1900  that  ]Mr.  Knittle  .acquired  this  farm  from  his  father, 
Jacob  Knittle.  Jacob  Knittle  was  for  many  years  a  leading  farmer  in 
Erie  County.  He  was  born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  in  1830,  and  his  parents 
lived  and  died  in  the  old  country.  He  had  six  brothers  and  three  of 
them  came  to  the  United  States  together,  but  they  separated  at  New 
York  City,  and  they  were  never  afterwards  in  touch  with  each  other. 
Jacob  Knittle  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America. 
He  made  the  voyage  by  sailing  vessel  from  Bremen  to  New  York,  and 
was  on  the  ocean  seven  weeks.  This  was  an  unusually  long  trip  even 
for  the  slow-going  sailing  vessel.  The  passengers  were  subjected  to  many 
discomforts  and  privations,  they  had  little  food  and  water,  and  they 
were  afSicted  with  all  the  ills  to  which  passengers  on  ocean-going  vessels 
forty  or  fifty  years  ago  were  exposed.  Some  weeks  after  arriving  in 
New  York  City  he  found  a  home  in  Vermilion  Township  and  worked 
as  a  farm  hand  for  Simeon  Phels.     Some  years  later  he  invested  his 
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muagur  earnings  and  savings  in  twenty-six  acres  of  land  on  the  lake 
shore.  To  this  he  added  thirty-five  acres,  and  the  entire  place  is  now 
owned  by  his  son  Carl.  On  this  old  homestead  Jacob  Knittle  and  wife 
spent  many  years.  He  passed  away  May  3,  1894.  He  was  a  member 
and  official  of  the  Mittewanga  German  Reformed  Church  and  in  politics 
a  .strong  democrat.  He  was  married  after  coming  to  Vermilion  Town- 
ship to  Susanna  Altmiller.  She  was  bom  in  the  same  locality  of  Ger- 
many as  her  husband,  being  a  few  years  younger,  and  was  still  a  girl 
when  her  parents  died.  She  came  as  a  young  woman  to  America  on 
the  same  vessel  that  Ijrought  Jacob  Knittle,  and  they  married  after 
reaching  Erie  County.  She  died  at  the  old  home  on  the  lake  shore 
November  14,  1911,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  There  were  six  children 
in  the  family :  Henry,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Berlin  Township  and  has 
live  children;  Valentine,  a  farmer  in  Townsend  Township  of  Huron 
County,  who  is  married  and  has  a  son  and  six  daughters,  including 
three  pair  of  twins;  Anna,  wife  of  John  CroU,  a  well  known  resident 
of  Erie  County ;  Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen ;  and  George,  a- 
farmer  and  truck  gardener  in  Lorain  County,  who  married  Miss  Mary 
Ruth. 

Carl  Knittle  was  reared  and  educated  in  Vei-milion  Township.  He 
has  shown  himself  to  be  a  live  business  man,  and  though  not  yet  in  the 
prime  of  his  years  has  possessed  himself  of  those  things  for  which  am- 
bitious men  put  forth  their  most  strenuous  endeavors. 

In  his  home  township  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Knoch.  She  was 
born  in  Vermilion  Township  June  29,  1886,  was  reared  and  educated 
here,  and  has  spent  practically  all  her  days  within  sight  of  Lake  Erie. 
Her  parents  were  George  and  Catherine  (Hildebrandt)  Knoch,  both 
natives  of  Germany.  Her  father  came  when  a  young  man  to  the 
United  States  and  to  Erie  County,  and  was  married  in  Vermilion  Town- 
ship. Mrs.  Knoch  died  when  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Knittle,  was  four 
months  old.  Mr.  Knoch  subsequently  married  a  second  -time,  h\it  both 
he  and  his  second  wife  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knittle  are 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Jacob,  bora  January  11,  1906, 
and  now  in  school ;  Earl,  born  October  13,  1907 ;  Almon,  born  January 
28,  1909.  Mr.  Knittle  and  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  served  it  as  a  deacon.  In  politics 
he  is  a  democrat. 

John  II.  Reiber.  No  class  of  people  in  Erie  County  enjoy  greater 
comforts  and  advantages  than  those  who  live  on  the  farms.  John  H. 
Reiber  has  spent  all  his  life  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  now  owns 
one  of  the  fine  places  near  the  lake  shore,  and  his  material  prosperity  is 
reflected  in  his  prominence  as  a  citizen,  and  at  the  present  time  he  is 
.serving  as  township  trustee. 

Born  in  the  same  township  and  near  the  farm  where  he  now  resides 
July  26,  1873,  he  was  reared  and  educated  here,  and  the  farm  on  which 
he  was  born  he  still  owns.  This  cniiipriscs  r>7i :.  acres  of  land,  all  under 
thorough  cultivation  with  the  exciiilion  of  cioht  acres  in  timber,  and 
very  productive  both  in  general  v.vups  and  in  fruit.  Mr.  Reiber  has 
six  acres  in  peaches  and  two  acres  in  apples;  but  the  chief  feature  of 
his  farming  enterprise  is  the  growing  of  sweet  corn.  He  usually  plants 
about  twenty  acres  in  this  crop  and  has  sold  his  crop  for  more  than  a 
thousand  dollai's  a  year.  His  specialty  in  sweet  corn  is  Stowell  Ever- 
green. He  also  gi-ows  other  crops  and  keeps  five  horses,  three  cows  and 
a  number  of  hogs.  He  has  a  good  barn  36  by  60  feet,  but  the  house 
on  the  old  farm  is  one  that  was  built  a  number  of  years  ago.  As  a  Iimii- 
porary  place  of  residence  Mr.  Reiber  lives  on  the  Lake  Road  and  Drive 
near  the  street  car  line,  having  rented  a  place  there. 
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His  lather  was  the  late  John  Reiber,  who  was  born  in  Hesse,  Ger- 
many, April  8,  1836,  and  died  at  his  home  on  the  farm  near  the  lake 
shore  in  Erie  County  August  16,  IDOl.  His  father,  Henry  Reiber, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  province  and  married  a  German  girl  who  died 
in  the  old  country  when  in  middle  life.  She  was  the  mother  of  John 
Reiber  and  two  daughters,  Eva  and  Catherine.  In  1856  John  H.  Reiber 
set  out  for  the  New  World,  making  the  journey  from  Bremen  to  New 
York,  and  not  long  afterward  locating  in  Vermilion  Township  of  Erie 
County.  Within  a  year  or  two  he  was  followed  by  his  father  and  the 
two  daughters,  who  joined  him  at  his  new  home.  Henry  Reiber  died 
in  Erie  County  when  past  seventy  years  of  age.  All  the  family  were 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  The  daughter  Eva  died 
after  her  marriage  to  George  Akers,  who  is  also  deceased,  but  they 
have  a  son  still  living  and  well  known  in  Erie  County.  The  daughter 
Catherine  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Fischer,  lives  on  the  lake  shore  in 
Berlin  Township  at  Ceylon  Junction,  and  has  a  family  of  children. 

John  H.  Reiber  after  coming  to  this  country  worked  as  a  farm  hand 
for  some  years.  His  wages  were  about  six  dollars  a  month,  and  the 
days  of  labor  were  in  no  wise  restricted  as  they  are  now,  and  he  toiled 
from  early  morning  until  late  at  night,  freciuently  for  twelve  or  thirteen 
hours  out  of  each  twenty-four.  After  that  for  some  years  he  was  a 
tenant  farmer,  and  finally  bought  fifty-seven  acres  south  of  the  Lake 
Shore  Railroad;  that  being  the  place  now  owned  by  his  son  John.  He 
also  bought  fifty  acres  north  of  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  near  the  lake. 
Here  he  built  a  good  house  in  1896,  and  had  previously  erected  a  sub- 
stantial barn.  That  was  the  home  where  he  spent  his  last  years.  He 
was  a  democrat  in  politics  and  an  official  member  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church  at  Mittewanga,  and  helped  to  build  the  church  edifice 
there  and  was  one  of  its  organizers.  He  had  a  great  deal  to  show  for 
his  strenuous  efforts  while  a  resident  of  Erie  County.  His  widow  still 
occupies  a  substantial  nine-room  house  on  the  old  farm  near  the  lake 
shore.  He  placed  many  other  improvements  on  the  farm  and  had  a 
peach  and  apple  orchard. 

The  late  John  Reiber  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  to  Miss 
Catherine  Gundlach.  She  was  born  in  Salzburg,  Hesse,  Germany, 
June  6,  1846,  and  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  she  came  on  a  sailing 
vessel  from  Bremerhaven  to  New  York,  a  voyage  that  required  thirty 
days.  From  there  she  came  on  to  Berlin  Township  with  her  parents, 
Ileinrich  and  Anna  B.  (Hebeg)  Gundlach,  who  were  natives  of  the 
same  province  in  Germany.  Mrs.  Reiber 's  Grandfather  Gundlach  and 
her  Uncle  Jacob  were  well  known  educators  in  Germany  and  the  latter 
in  recognition  of  his  services  had  received  from  the  Kaiser  several 
medals.  Mrs.  Reiber 's  parents  lived  on  a  farm  in  Berlin  Township, 
and  died  there  when  quite  old  people.  They  were  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church.  Mrs.  Reiber  still  occupies  the  old  home 
farm  on  the  lake  shore,  and  for  years  has  been  active  in  supporting 
the  German  Reformed  Church  at  Mittewanga. 

John  n.  Reiber  was  married  in  Berlin  Township  near  Ceylon  Junc- 
tion to  Jliss  Catherine  Otto,  member  of  the  well  known  Otto  family  of 
Erie  County.  She  was  born  in  Brownhelm  Township  of  Lnrain  County 
January  7,  1873,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  Berlin  Township. 
She  is  the  third  daughter  and  child  of  Jacob  Otto.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reiber 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Catherine,  born  February  8,  1905; 
Geoi-ge,  born  June  17,  1912;  and  Edna,  born  November  7,  1914.  One 
son,  John  Jr.,  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reiber  are  members  of  the  Mittewanga  German  Re- 
formed Church.     They  are  people  of  the  finest  worth  and  character, 
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inaintaiu  their  place  in  social  affairs,  and  lend  their  influence  to  every- 
thing for  the  betterment  of  tlieir  community. 

Henry  Kuemmel.  From  a  German  farm  hand  working  at  wages  of 
$18  a  month  to  the  presidency  of  tin'  I'.iiss  Islands  Vineyards  Company 
indicates  a  remarkable  rise  in  prosperity  ,iiid  umeral  influence.  It  is  a 
brief  maiiiier  of  stating  Ihe  cancer  of  llnii-y  Jvucunuel,  one  of  Sandusky's 
Icailini:  cili/i'iis  and  liiisiiicss  nun.  Ili'  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Bass 
Ishiiiils  \  ii,cyai-(ls  (*oni|i;iiiy.  \\lii(li  cuntrol  the  islands  of  that  name  and 
culti\alf  llicir  fertile  liilLs  to  the  growing  of  grapes,  which,  owing  to 
loeation  and  climatic  conditions,  have  a  remarkable  quality  and  flavor. 
These  grapes  are  manufactured  into  two  of  the  best  known  and  highest 
grade  brands  of  grape  juice,  one  being  the  Dark  Concord  and  the  other 
the  Golden  Catawba.  No  grape  juice  on  the  market  commands  a  higher 
price  than  the  product  of  the  Bass  Islands  vineyards,  and  its  market  is 
found  in  practically  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Henry  Kuemmel  was  born  in  Germany,  February  19,  1860,  and  came 
to  America  in  1893.  He  located  on  a  farm  on  the  Bass  Islands,  and 
worked  for  the  next  three  years  at  $18  a  month.  He  was  then  employed 
in  a  vineyard  for  a  time  and  was  paid  the  same  wages  for  his  services 
there.  Ills  next  work  was  with  the  Sandusky  Fish  Company  for  four 
years,  after  which  he  formed  a  partnorsliip  with  A.  L.  Hitchcock,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Hitchcock  &  Kiimiincl,  to  engage  in  the  fish  business. 
They  were  associated  in  business  lui'  a  year  and  a  half,  and  Mr.  Kuemmel 
then  purchased  the  business  and  ennducted  it  alone  for  a  period.  lie 
Ibcii  look  in  a  partner,  Henry  H.  Liesheit,  and  this  contiinnMl  for  alinut 
Ihri'c  years.  Mr.  Kuemmel  then  formed  a  partnership  wilh  two  of  his 
m^plicws.  uTider  the  firm  name  of  Kuemmel  &  Company,  and  engaged 
in  (iprrat  in,L>  a  vineyard  on  a  farm  he  had  bought  a  year  or  two  previously 
on  I  lass  Islaiiils.  In  1906.  under  his  lead,  was  organized  the  Bass  Islands 
Vineyards  Company,  of  wliicli  lie  was  made  president.    , 

"With  himself  as  prcsiili  nt  llir  I'.ass  Island'-  N'ineyards  Company  has 
been  steadily  enlarging  its  lariliiii'-,  and  inci-iasing  product  in  quality 
and  insuring  a  steady  demand  for  all  lliat  can  be  manufactured.  In 
1908  the  company  erected  a  large  and  thoroughly  equipped  building, 
85  by  160  feet,  on  North  Depot  Street,  in  Sandusky,  and  the  plant  has 
a  capacity  for  turning  out  50,000  cases  of  grape  juice  annually.  It  has 
the  most  modern  machinery  and  appliances  and  the  building  itself  is  a 
modern  fireproof  structure.  I\Ir.  Kuennnel  is  now  recognized  as  one  of 
the  largest  vineyard  operators  around  Lake  Erie. 

He  has  a  nice  home  on  Middle  Bass  Island.  Mr.  Kuemmel  married 
Jennie  Wilhelm,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  his  three  children  are:  John 
"W.,  born  December  19,  1900,  a  student  in  the  Sandusky  High  School, 
entering  when  twelve  years  of  age;  August  O.  P.,  born  Septendjer  10, 
1908;  and   Conrad  Henry,  born   May   17,   1910. 

AVuj.iA.M  ^^^LLMER.  Erie  County  has  been  fortunate  in  the  class  of 
citi/cns  who  have  made  their  permanent  home  here,  and  it  can  take 
a  special  pride  in  those  families  that  came  here  from  Germany.  An 
excellent  representative  of  this  class  of  local  citizens  is  William  Vollmer, 
wlio  came  here  when  a  young  man  without  capital  and  by  hard  work 
and  u(i(i(l  management  has  made  an  excellent  farm  home  for  himself  and 
I'ainih-. 

lie  was  born  in  Kurhcssi^ii,  (Icrniaiiy,  July  3,  1854.  His  parents, 
(leoige  and  i\lartha  (Laj)]))  X'ollniei-.  were  natives  of  the  same  province 
and  oT  old  German  stock  and  ancestry.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  and 
both  parents  spent  their  lives  in  Germany,  where  they  died  when  past 
sevent\-  'icai-s  of  age.      Thev   were   members  of  the   German   Reformed 


ey 'LL<-i^'r>'},<fr;'iJt-Ji^ 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  1077 

Church.  There  were  three  sons  aud  tjiree  daughters,  and  only  one  of 
these  are  now  living  besides  William,  his  brother  George,  who  resides 
in  Germany  aud  has  a  family  of  nine  children.  One  of  his  sons,  John, 
came  to  America  some  years  ago  and  now  lives  in  Blissfield,  Michigan, 
where  he  was  married  about  two  years  ago. 

After  the  manner  of  German  youth  William  Vollmer  grew  to  man- 
hood, attended  the  schools  and  was  taught  the  value  of  industry  and 
honesty.  In  October,  1880,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  he  set  sail  from 
Bremerhaven,  and  came  across  the  Atlantic  on  a  steamship,  landing  in 
New  York  City.  Prom  there  he  came  on  to  Vermilion  Township  and 
arriving  as  a  stranger  in  a  sti-ange  land  aud  with  nothing  to  connnend 
him  to  the  confidence  of  the  new  people  except  his  honest  intentions 
and  ability  to  work,  he  found  his  first  employment  as  a  farm  hand 
with  Jacob  Otto.  Then  followed  four  or  five  years  of  incessant  labor, 
and  in  that  time  he  became  acquainted  not  only  with  local  customs  and 
conditions,  but  managed  to  save  something  out  of  his  earnings  so  as 
to  establish  a  home  of  his  own. 

In  1686  he  married  iliss  Catherine  Sennheim.  She  was  born  in 
Kurhessen,  Germany,  July  16,  1865,  and  was  reared  and  educated  there. 
She  was  about  nineteen  when  the  family,  consisting  of  her  parents, 
Detrieh  and  Elizabeth  (Brandau)  Sennheim,  with  their  two  sous  aud 
five  daui;litiTs,  set  out  from  Bremen  to  New  York  City.  They  arrived 
in  till'  \c.ii-  l^sl,  and  coming  west  located  in  Vermilion  Township  of 
Erie  (  (lUiii.N.  .Mrs.  Vollmer's  mother  was  born  Jauuaiy  8,  1839,  and 
died  in  \erinilion  Township  September  8,  1896.  Her  father  was  born 
in  1838  and  died  April  11,  1906,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  Both  were 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  her  father  was  a  demo- 
crat. Mrs.  Vollmer's  brother,  J.  Nicholas,  is  married  and  lives  in  the 
Village  of  Vermilion  and  has  two  daughters.  Her  sister  Minnie  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  Glime  of  Florence  Township,  and  they  have  nine 
children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  Barbara  E.  is  the  wife  of 
Peter  Brod,  a  farmer  of  Berlin  Township,  and  their  family  consists  of 
two  sons  aud  three  daughters.  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Conrad  Grisel  of 
Florence  Township,  and  they  have  six  sons  and  three  daughters. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vollmer  located  on  the  Bailee 
farm  in  Vermilion  Township.  They  had  little  to  begin  housekeeping 
on,  but  as  renters  they  went  steadily  ahead  for  six  years,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  had  a  good  deal  to  show  for  their  efforts.  With  such 
means  as  he  had  Mr.  Vollmer  in  April,  1892,  bought  a  farm  of  forty- 
four  acres  on  the  Risden  Road,  or  the  old  State  Road  to  the  lake.  Since 
then  more  than  twenty  years  have  passed.  These  years  have  been  ac- 
companied by  regular  improvement  and  a  general  raising  of  standards 
of  comfort  and  living  in  the  Vollmer  household.  Mr.  Vollmer  has  a 
substantial  seven-room  house  for  his  family,  a  good  barn  30  by  42  feet, 
and  he  has. put  up  both  these  buildings  since  he  bought  the  farm.  He 
has  shown  more  than  average  ability  in  the  raising  of  staple  crops,  and 
keeps  some  good  grades  of  livestock.  One  feature  of  his  farm  is  the 
vineyard  of  I14  aci'es. 

In  the  mean'time  four  children  have  blessed  their  home.  John,  the 
oldest,  graduated  from  the  Vermilion  High  School  with  the  class  of 
1904,  was  a  teacher  for  five  years  and  also  studied  pharmacy  in  the 
Ohio  Nortlu'i-n  riiivcrsify  at  Ada,  and  after  graduating  took  the  manage- 
ment of  the  .l.iniisnii  ilrug  store  at  Lorain,  where  lie  now  lives.  He 
married  Jliss  A[;ilicl  Spielman  of  Crestline,  Ohio.  George  M.,  the  second 
child,  was  educated  in  the  grade  schools  and  for  the  past  seven  years 
has  been  employed  on  a  Lake  Erie  vessel,  and  is  still  unmarried. 
Martha  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  Reiuhart,  a  stationary  engineer  living 
at  Brownhelm   in   Lorain   County.     William  George,   the  youngest,   is 
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sixteen  years  of  age,  aud  has  already  finished  the  eighth  grade  of  the 
public  seliools.  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Vollmer  are  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  while  Mr.  Vollmer  and  sons  are  democrats  in  polities. 

Fred  D.  Smith.  One  of  the  well  to  do  families  of  Erie  County  is 
represented  by  Fred  D.  Smith,  who  formerly  made  his  special  success  as 
a  nurseryman  and  who  no\v  owns  and  conducts  a  fine  farm  situated 
on  rural  route  No.  2  out  of  the  Village  of  Vermilion. 

For  nearly  a  century  of  time  the  members  of  Mr.  Smith's  family 
have  been  identified  with  the  development  and  progress  of  this  section 
of  Northern  Ohio.  Fred  D.  Smith  himself  was  born  in  Vermilion 
Township  September  15,  1858,  a  son  of  Alfred  and  Julia  (Poyer) 
Smith.  Alfred  Smith  was  born  in  ('attiu-ingus  County,  New  York,  in 
1825,  a  sou  of  Dr.  and  Anna  (Brattim)  Smith.  These  grandparents 
were  both  natives  of  Bennington,  X'ciiiKiiit,  where  the  grandfather  was 
born  about  1786  or  1787.  On  both  sides  Iheiu  were  ancestors  who  had 
borne  a  gallant  part  as  soldiers  on  the  American  side  in  the  Revolution. 
Doctor  Smith  and  wife  after  their  marriage  moved  to  Northeastern 
New  York,  where  he  secured  land  from  the  Holland  Company,  and 
still  some  years  later  he  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo  in  AVestern 
New  York.  While  there  he  enlisted  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Th(' 
nineteenth  century, was  still  young  aud  everything  west  of  the  AUe- 
S'lii'iiies  was  new  country  when  the  Smith  family  finally  moved  from 
Western  New  York  to  Ashtabula,  Ohio.  Still  later  by  a  few  years 
they  made  another  move  and  this  time  established  a  permanent  home 
in  Vermilion  Township  of  Erie  County.  Here  Doctor  Smith  spent  thi; 
rest  of  his  days  and  passed  away  in  1872,  while  his  widow  survived 
until  1876.  She  was  in  many  ways  a  remarkable  woman,  had  keen 
intelligence  and  a  wit,  and  maintained  her  faculties  at  full  up  to  the 
age  of  ninety.  The  grandfather  was  first  a  whig  and  later  a  republican 
in  politics. 

Alfred  Smith  was  a  young  man  when  he  came  to  Erie  County,  and 
grew  up  in  Vermilion  Township.  He  came  to  be  well  kno\ra  through 
his  business  as  a  stock  and  horse  trader.  He  bought  large  inimbers 
of  horses  in  Ohio  to  take  to  the  lumber  camps  in  the  northern  woods  of 
Michigan.  lie  also  bought  cattle  on  an  extended  scale,  and  continued 
trading,  dealing  and  shipping  livestock  all  his  active  career.  He  was 
well  known  in  two  states.  His  death  occurred  in  1870.  In  politics 
he  was  a  republican.  His  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Tilly  and 
Mary  (Curtis)  Boyer,  was  born  in  1836  and  died  in  1893.  Her  parents 
were  born  in  Connecticut,  and  after  their  marriage  settled  in  Erie 
County.  Tilly  Poyer  was  three  times  married,  and  died  in  very  ad- 
vanced life.  To  the  marriage  of  Alfred  Smith  aaid  wife  were  born 
three  children,  the  oldest 'being  Fred  D.  Belle  is  the  Avife  of  Horace 
Ball,  and  they  now  reside  at  West  Vermilion  in  Vermilion  Township, 
and  have  a  son  Herman,  a  young  man  of  twenty-four.  Lewis,  the  only 
brother  of  Fred,  lives  in  the  Village  of  Vermilion  and  by  his  marriage 
to  Nellie  Goldsmith  has  three  sons,  Alfred,  W^arren  and  Sterling. 

Fred  D.  Smith  was  reared  and  educated  in  Vennilion  Township. 
As  a  boy  he  attended,  the  local  schools,  had  practical  lessons  at  home 
in  the  value  of  steady  industry  and  in  good  habits  and  honorable  prin- 
ciples. He  took  up  farming  as  his  active  vocation  and  for  many  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  nur.sery  business,  and  supplied  the  .young 
slock  for  a  great  many  fine  orchards  in  this  part  of  Ohio.  His  home 
farm  comprises  about  sixty  acres  located  on  the  Bartow  Ridge  Rond. 
In  that  localit.v  he  has  lived  for  the  past  twenty-five  years,  and  is  one 
of  the  older  and  more  successful  citizens  of  that  community.     lie  iias 
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a  good  home,  has  a  family,  and  a  great  many  fi-iends  in  Vermilion  and 
others  townships  of  Erie  County. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  this  township  to  Ida  Roberts.  She  was 
born  in  Florenc-e  Township  in  1863,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Vermilion 
Towushii)  December  5,  li)05.  Her  father,  Marcus  Robei-ts,  who  married 
a  Miss  Hardly,  came  from  the  State  of  Connecticut  and  was  one  of  tlie 
earlier  settlers  of  Erie  County.  She  died  in  Florence  Township  about 
twenty-eight  years  ago.  Mr.  Smith  has  one  son,  Marcus  R.,  who  is  now 
seventeen  years  of  age  and  is  in  the  third  year  of  the  Vermilion  High 
School. 

Lucius  L.  Stoddard.  A  life  of  varied  experience  and  useful  activ- 
ities was  lived  by  the  late  Lucius  L.  Stoddard,  who  was  a  native  of 
Milan,  and  died  at  his  home  in  that  village  on  May  10,  1907.  His 
family  were  identified  with  the  pioneer  settlement  in  this  part  of  North- 
ern Ohio,  and  Mr.  Stoddard  himself  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  made  an  honorable  record  in  every  relationship  of  his  career. 

Born  in  Milan  September  17,  1839,  he  was  a  son  of  Horace  and  Sallie 
P.  (Parks)  Stoddard.  His  father  was  born  in  Greene  County,  New 
York,  August  17,  1808,  and  his  mother  in  Caledonia  County,  Vermont, 
September  21,  1814.  They  came  as  young  people  to  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  and  were  married  at  Norwalk  June  1,  1837.  Later  on  they  moved 
to  Milan,  where  Horace  Stoddard  kept  a  shop  and  did  custom  shoe 
making,  having  learned  his  trade  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  when  that 
city  was  little  more  than  a  village.  After  some  years  as  a  shoemaker 
he  branched  out  into  the  grocery  trade  and  continued  mercantile  lines 
for  many  years  until  he  retired  and  went  to  live  with  his  son,  Horace  H., 
in  Chicago.  He  died  there  February  27,  1883,  when  about  eighty  years 
of  age.  His  wife  had  passed  away  in  Milan  December  15,  1852,  when 
in  the  prime  of  life.  They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  ill  jHilitii-s  l;r  \\:is  :i  I'cpiiblican.  Of  their  three  children,  the  oldest, 
Hoi'acc  II.,  \\;is  lioiii  ill  .>lil,iii  ^lay  5,  1838,  has  for  many  years  been 
a  residriit  of  Cliirayii.  w  iici'c  he  is  a  real  estate  dealer  and  enjoys  other 
influential  and  successful  connections,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Anna 
Bull  of  Illinois  has  a  son,  Horace  H.,  Jr.,  who  is  also  living  in  Chicago 
and  is  married.  The  second  child  was  the  late  Lucius  L.  Stoddard. 
Wayne  W.,  the  youngest  of  the  three,  was  born  at  Milan  December  15, 
1850,  and  is  still  living  in  Milan,  a  prosperous  farmer  and  onion  grower. 
He  was  married  November  9,  1881,  to  Theda  E.  Kline,  and  their  two 
daughters,  Grace  and  Marian,  completed  their  education  in  the  village 
schools  and  are  still  at  home.  Theda  E.  Kline,  wife  of  Wayne  W.  Stod- 
dard, was  born  in  Milan  ^March  4,  1852,  a  daughter  of  DeWitt  and 
Elvira  (Adams)  Kline.  Her  father  was  born  in  Milan  April  18,  1S20, 
and  her  mother  was  born  at  Farmersville,  New  York,  April  15,  1822, 
and  as  a  young  girl  came  to  Milan.  DeWitt  Kline  died  at  Milan  October 
12,  1871,  and  his  widow  survived  until  July  29,  1901.  Mr.  Kline  was  a 
skillful  and  well  known  ship  carpenter  in  this  county,  a  republican  in 
politics,  and  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  De- 
Witt  Kline  was  a  son  of  William  and  Margaret  (Minuse)  Kline.  The 
former  was  born  December  23,  1776,  and  the  latter  on  January  23, 
1782.  both  in  New  York  City,  where  they  grew  up  and  married.  In  1819 
the  Kline  family  came  West  and  as  pioneers  settled  in  Erie  County, 
where  William  Kline  bought  the  farm  on  which  was  built  the  old  and 
historic  landmark  of  Fort  Avery  in  Milan  Township.  These  old  settlers 
spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  and  died  in  Milan  Township. 

Lucius  L.  Stoddard  spent  his  boyhood  and  early  youth  in  Milan 
Village,  and  after  completing  his  education  qualified  for  work  as  a 
teacher  and  was  identified  with  countiy  schools  for  several  years.     Dur- 
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ing  the  Civil  war  he  was  in  the  hundred-day  service,  and  after  the  war 
took  a  position  as  a  clerk  with  the  firm  of  J.  C.  Lockwood  &  Company 
at  Milan.  This  connection  led  to  his  permanent  career  as  a  merchant 
and  banker.  After  some  years  he  became  a  partner  in  the  Lockwood 
establisliment  and  still  later  was  associated  with  Sir.  Lockwood  in 
establishing  the  private  bank  known  as  The  Milan  Banking  Company. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Lockwood,  his  widow  retained  her  interests  for 
several  years,  but  since  1900  j\Ir.  Stoddard  conducted  the  bank  as  its 
chief  proprietor.  In  the  meantime  he  took  into  partnership  his  son-in- 
law,  A.  H.  Cowley,  and  Mr.  Cowley  wound  up  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
after  Mr.  Stoddard  died.  In  politics  he  was  always  a  stanch  -republi- 
can  but  could  never  be  persuaded  to  accept  any  ofBcial  honors.  He  was 
active  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
and  his  influence  and  help  could  always  be  counted  upon  to  aid  the 
many  local  movements  of  benefit. 

In  1S70,  at  Milan,  Mr.  Stoddard  married  Mrs.  Eliza  Jane  (Edison) 
White.  Mrs.  Stoddard  is  a  first  cousin  of  Thomas  A.  Edison,  the  fa- 
mous inventor,  whose  birthplace  was  in  Erie  County.  Her  parents 
were  Thomas  and  Mary  Ann  (Harris)  Edison,  and  her  father  was 
brother  to  Thomas  Edison's  father.  Her  parents  were  both  born  in 
New  York  State,  but  were  married  in  Canada,  and  spent  the  rest  of 
their  lives  in  Ontario,  where  h<r  fatlier,  who  was  born  in  1800,  died 
in  1869.  His  widow  died  at  Wliitl.y.  Canada,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 
They  were  members  of  the  ricsliyti-rian  Church.  Two  of  the  Edison 
daughters  married  ministers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Rachael 
became  the  wife  of  Rev.  William  Doak,  and  she  died  leaving  a  son  and 
daughter.  Sarah  married  Rev.  John  Abraham,  and  they  are  still  living 
in  Toronto,  Canada,  where  Mr.  Abraham  is  a  retired  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, and  they  have  a  son.  Rev.  Albert,  who  is  now  a  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Guelph,  Ontario.  Another  sister  of  Mrs.  Stod- 
dard was  Martha,  who  married  William  ]\IcIntosh  and  died  in  Min- 
neapolis leaving  three  daughters.  Mrs.  Stoddard's  first  husband  was 
Richard  P.  White  of  Quebec,  Canada,  of  English  and  Scotch  parentage. 
He  was  educated  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  for  a  career  as  a  physician,  but 
never  practiced,  and  instead  took  up  a  business  career  as  a  lumber 
dealer.  His  business  transactions  in  the  lumber  trade  brought  him  to 
Ohio  and  to  Cleveland  and  he  died  in  that  city  about  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war,  when  thirty-six  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent 
ability  and  had  his  life  been  spared  would  undoubtedly  have  gained 
a  splendid  success  and  high  position.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  There  was  one  daughter  by  Mrs.  Stoddard's  first 
marriage,  JIary  White,  who  was  educated  in  Milan,  and  married  A.  H. 
Cowley,  who  is  now  prominently  identified  with  the  Norwalk  Canning 
Company,  and  was  formerly  associated  with  Mr.  Stoddard  in  the  bank- 
ing business.  The  Cowley  family  live  at  i\Iilan.  There  was  another 
child,  the  eldest,  by  Mrs.  Stoddard's  marriage  to  Mr.  White,  named 
Nellie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  months.  Mrs.  Stoddard  by  lier  second 
mai-riage  had  a  daughter,  Sarah,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
Milan,  and  is  the  wife  of  Walter  E.  LaChance.  Mr.  LaChance  is  a 
native  of  Canada,  and  of  the  old  French-Canadian  stock  of  that  coun- 
try. He  was  well  educated  and  is  now  a  successful  architect  and  engaged 
temporarily  in  the  line  of  his  profession  in  Manitoba,  Canada,  though 
his  hojne  is  in  Milan.  Mrs.  LaChance  lives  with  her  mother.  Mrs.  Stod- 
dard, and  the  LaChance  children  are:  Marcellette,  who  was  born  in 
1S94,  was  educated  at  Milan  and  in  Cleveland,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Wells  0.  Moore,  and  they  live  on  Center  Street  in  Milan  and  have  an 
infant  child.  Wells  Walter  Monre.  Alva  E.  LeChance,  born  August  4, 
18!)!),  is  now  a  student  in  the  Milan  Higli  School.     Annetta,  born  IMarch 
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21,  iyu2,  is  now  in  the  seventh  grade  of  the  pnblie  schools.     Mrs.  Stod- 
dard is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

GuMAVL".s  H.  ScHROEDER.  There  is  always  a  place  in  any  community 
for  such  a  sterling  and  industrious  citizen  as  Gustavus  H.  Schroeder. 
lie  has  accepted  the  opportunities  that  have  come  to  him  in  the  course 
of  his  career,  has  lived  peaceably  and  honorably  among  his  friends 
and  neighbors,  and  now  in  his  declining  j'ears  is  able  to  en.joy  the 
comforts  of  one  of  the  good  rural  homes  of  A'ermilion  Township. 

His  birthplace  was  on  the  shores  of  the  Bailie  S(:i  in  Mecklenburg, 
Germany,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  Dicimlni-  21,  1840.  His 
parents  were  Chaiies  and  Sophia  (Poegensee)  SiliidrdiT,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  1799.  Charles  Schroeder  was  a  i^hysician  by  profession, 
and  also  took  a  leading  j^art  in  j^olitical  affairs  in  his  home  province. 
On  account  of  this  activity  during  the  revolution  of  1818  he  was  thrown 
into  prison  charged  with  an  active  part  in  the  revolution.  He  remained 
in  confinement  for  three  weeks  but  the  charges  were  not  proved  and 
he  was  finally  released.  This  experience  made  him  somewhat  discour- 
aged with  political  conditions  in  the  old  country,  and  he  began  to 
prepare  to  found  a  home  in  the  New  World.  In  November,  1852,  he 
and  his  youngest  daughter  Ida  came  by  sailing  vessel,  seven  weeks  in 
cro-ssing,  to  America.  Prom  New  York  he  came  on  to  Cleveland,  and 
there  joined  some  friends  and  kinsmen.  The  following  year  his  wife, 
with  the  son  Gustavus  and  a  daughter  Bertha  followed  him.  They  took 
passage  on  the  sailing  vessel  North  America  and  landed  in  New  York 
City,  August  5,  1853.  There  the  family  were  reunited,  and  the  father 
accompanied  his  wife  and  children  on  to  Cleveland,  but  after  a  year 
of  residence  in  that  city  moved  to  Russia  Township  in  Lorain  County. 
He  bought  laud,  lived  as  a  farmer  there  for  three  years,  and  then 
moved  to  Florence  Township  in  Erie  Count.y,  where  he  bought  a 
small  farm  of  twenty  acres.  That  was  the  home  of  the  Schroeder 
family  for  a  number  of  years,  but  late  in  life  Charles  Schroeder  and 
wife  went  to  the  home  of  their  son  Gustavus  on  the  Barnes  Road  in 
Vermilion  Township.  There  they  spent  their  last  years,  and  the  father 
died  in  18S4  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  and  his  wile  in  1S|(2  aged  ninety- 
three.  They  were  people  of  nigged  vitality  and  kept  their  faculties 
bright  almost  to  the  end. 

Gustavus  H.  Schroeder  is  now  the  only  living  child  of  his  parents. 
His  sister  Ida  first  married  Oscar  Wennereter  by  whom  she  had  two 
daughters,  and  for  hei-  seecmd  husband  married  William  Heyman,  and 
both  are  now  deceased,  leaxinu  one  son.  Bertha,  the  other  sister  of 
Mr.  Schroeder,  married  lleni\  (ireenlund  of  Cincinnati,  and  both  died 
there,  being  survived  by  a  son  who  is  a  druggist  in  that  city. 

During  the  early  yeare  he  spent  in  his  native  country  Gustavus  H. 
Schroeder  attended  the  public  schools.  He  was  between  twelve  and 
thirteen  when  he  came  to  Aiiieiiea,  and  after  that  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  had  only  few  op|M)ilnnities  to  continue  liis  .schooling.  In 
the  fifty  odd  years  since  he  reaelieil  his  years  of  manhood  he  has  spent 
the  greater  part  of  them  in  successful  farming  pursuits.  More  than 
thirt.y  years  ago  he  bought  the  forty  acres  included  in  his  present 
farm,  and  in  many  ways  has  improved  and  equipped  that  for  profitable 
agriculture  and  as  a  home  of  ample  comforts.  He  raises  a  great  deal 
of  fruits,  and  has  a  three-acre  apple  orchard,  seven  acres  of  peach  trees, 
and  other  fields  devoted  to  general  crops.  His  home  is  a  substantial 
eight-room  house,  and  around  it  are  a  number  of  barns  and  other  build- 
ings. 

ilr.  Schroeder  was  married  in  Lorain  County  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Miller.     She  was  born  in  Amherst  Township  of  that  county  November 
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3,  1850,  and  was  reared  and  educated  there.  Her  parents  were  Jaeo!) 
and  Catherine  (Baker)  Miller,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  their  one  child,  locating 
in  Brownhelm  Township  of  Lorain  County  in  1849.  From  there  they 
went  many  years  later  to  live  with  their  daughter,  Catherine  Gage- 
heimer,  in  Axtel,  Vermilion  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schroeder  have  two  children :  Anna,  wife  of  Henry 
Will  of  Vermilion  Township ;  and  Charles.  Mr.  Schroeder  is  a  repub- 
lican in  politics.  Among  other  things  he  has  to  his  credit  a  service  in 
the  Civil  war.  He  was  a  very  young  man  at  the  time,  and  enlisted 
toward  the  end  of  the  war,  and  while  doing  his  duty  faithfully  as  a  sol- 
dier it  was  not  his  fortune  to  be  engaged  in  any  really  important  battle. 

George  H.  Dickel.  The  name  Dickel  in  Erie  County  means  thrift 
and  enterprise.  George  H.  Dickel  of  Vermilion  To\^aiship  is  no  excep- 
tion to  the  rule.  He  is  by  trade  a  practical  mechanic,  and  has  exercised 
his  skill  and  experience  to  good  advantage  in  the  management  of  his 
farm.  This  farm  is  located  on  rural  route  No.  2  out  of  Vermilion  post- 
office,  and  is  one  of  the  older  places  in  this  section  of  the  county,  ilr. 
Dickel  has  reconstructed  an  old  log  house  that  was  built  fully  a  cen- 
tury ago,  and  has  in  mauy  ways  elTeeted  interesting  improvements  to 
increase  the  value  of  the  farm  as  a  productive  enterprise  and  as  a  home. 
One  of  the  features  of  the  place  is  a  large  barn  24  li>  ss  fnt  to  care  for 
his  stock  and  grain,  a  fifty-ton  silo,  and  he  also  luis  a  nuicliinc  for  grind- 
ing grain  for  stock,  a  blackstnitb  simp,  and  all  otht-r  necessary  facilities. 

A  member  of  the  well  known  Dirkil  fnniily  of  Vermilion  Township, 
he  was  born  on  the  Bartow  liiiluv  Kdad  in  this  township  October  8,  1881, 
and  is  a  son  of  Geni'ge  and  ('aiihiiiif  (Cook)  Dickel.  His  parents 
were  nalix^s  ol'  (iirmany  and  his  lafhcr  was  born  February  25,  1837, 
and  rcci'iiilv  jmss.mI  hi-,  srwnt  v  ri..:litli  birthday.  His  mother  was  born 
four  years  later  and  died  October  2U,  1!)05,  in  Bei'lin  Township.  These 
worthy  people  grew  up  and  married  in  Germany,  and  four  children 
were  born  to  them  in  the  old  country.  They  came  to  America  by  sailing 
vessel,  and  on  arriving  in  Vermilion  Township  George  Dickel,  Sr.. 
bought  seventy-six  acres  of  land,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Ceylon 
in  Berlin  Township,  and  after  the  death  of  his  wife  lived  at  the  home 
of  a  daughter  in  Vermilion  Township.  He  married  for  his  second  wife 
Catherine  Hinze,  and  they  are  still  living  in  Vermilion  Township.  The 
four  children  who  were  born  in  Germany  are  IMary,  Eliza,  Anna  and 
Charles,  all  living  and  married.  Those  born  after  the  family  came  to 
America  are :  Martha,  wife  of  Ed  Kishman ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Charles 
Walper;  John;  Gertrude,  wife  of  Elva  Heyman;  and  George. 

In  his  native  township  George  H.  Dickel  grew  to  manhood  and  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  left  the  farm  soon 
after  completing  his  education  and  learned  the  trade  of  iron  moulder, 
which  he  followed  for  several  years,  and  then  worked  with  the  Nickel 
Plate  Railway  as  bridge  carpenter,  and  also  as  a  section  hand.  He 
then  went  to  farming  near  Berlin  Heights  as  an  employe  of  Henry 
Ferber,  afterwards  spent  some  time  on  the  old  homestead  and  in  ditfer- 
ent  parts  of  the  county  up  to  September,  1911,  when  he  bought  his 
present  place  comprising  75i/>  acres  in  Vermilion  Township.  Here  he 
grows  live  stock,  grain  and  fruits,  and  is  progressive  in  everything  hi' 
does. 

On  January  24,  1!»o:!.  :\li-.  Dickel  married  Miss  Florence  E.  Neidiny. 
She  was  born  near  her  jjresent  home  in  Vermilion  Township  April  15. 
1887,  and  finished  her  education  in  the  Berlin  Heights  High  School. 
Her  parents  are  August  William  and  Aldora  Janette  (Crum)  Neiding, 
both  of  whom  were  liorn  in  Erie  Countv,  and  her  father  was  born  No- 
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vember  3,  1856,  and  has  spent  liis  active  eareer  as  a  farmer  in  Berlin 
Township.  He  was  of  (ieiman  jijivm ai^e.  His  wife  died  at  tlie  old 
home  July  24,  1911.  She  was  l„,ni  I  )eeei.il,er  18,  1861,  and  her  parents 
came  from  Pennsylvania  tu  Kiii  (Huni).  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dickel  are:  Jennie  E.,  bcini  Sr|iteiiiliri  22,  l!)n:;.  and  now  in  the 
sixth  gi-ade  of  the  public  schools;  Kelia  Liiella,  hdrn  .\lareh  21,  1907,  and 
in  the  fourth  grade  of  the  public  sciiuols;  C'leo  E.,  burn  September  14, 
1909;  Lester  A.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Leo  George,  born  June  16, 
1914.  In  politics  Mr.  Dickel  is  a  democrat.  He  served  four  years  as 
a  school  director  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Vermilion  Camp 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

C.VPT.  Leonard  B.  Chapin.  The  character  and  activities  of  the  late 
Captain  Chapin  of  Berlin  Heights  were  such  that  he  will  long  be  remem- 
bered in  Erie  County,  and  the  honor  paid  to  his  memory  is  only  a  fitting 
recognition  of  many  admirable  qualities  which  he  exemplified.  He  was 
a  gallant  soldier,  was  as  loyal  in  his  citizenship  as  he  was  while  in  the 
army,  and  upheld  the  strictest  principles  of  rectitude  in  all  his  business 
dealings,  in  which  he  was  very  successful.  His  death  occurred  at  his 
home  in  Berlin  Heights,  Ohio,  in  June,  1899,  autl  he  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Helen  H.  Chapin,  who  has  since  kept  up  the  household  and 
is  a  highly  esteemed  figure  in  local  society. 

Of  old  New  York  and  .Alassaelmsi'tts  ancestry,  the  late  Capt.  Leon- 
ard B.  Chapin  was  born  near  (il,  iis  Palls,  New  York,  in  1833.  His 
parents  were  Leonard  Burnliaui  and  Mary  Ann  (Skinner)  Chapin,  who 
were  also  natives  of  New  York  State.  The  late  Captain  Chapin  was  in 
the  sixth  generation  from  Deacon  Samuel  Chapin,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent characters  in  the  early  history  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 
When  Captain  Chapin  was  a  very  small  boy  the  family  moved  west 
and  settled  at  Monroeville  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  some  years  later 
moved  to  Berlin  Heights,  where  the  father  accumulated  large  tracts  of 
land,  prospered  in  his  farming  and  other  business  relations,  and  died 
there  when  about  seventj'  years  of  age,  his  wife  being  a  little  older  at 
the  time  of  her  death.  As  a  family  they  were  members  of  the  Pre.sby- 
terian  Church.  The  father  was  a  man  of  considerable  education  for 
his  time  and  was  exceedingly  enterprising.  It  is  remembered  that  a 
great  many  years  ago  he  published  and  sold  an  early  map  of  Indiana, 
where  he  owned  tracts  of  land.  There  were  three  sons  in  the  family. 
Captain  Chapin  being  the  second  among  them,  and  one  daughter,  Sta- 
tira,  who  died  in  eai-ly  life.  All  the  sons  are  now  deceased.  Leonidas 
the  eldest  died  in  Canada,  leaving  four  daughters.  The  youngest  was 
Lorenzo,  who  died  at  Berlin  Heights,  Ohio,  and  his  widow  and  two 
children  now  live  in  Milan,  this  state. 

The  early  boyhood  and  youth  of  Captain  Chapin  was  spent  at 
Berlin  Heights.  He  was  well  educated,  and  had  already  taken  up  the 
practical  affairs  of  life  before  he  became  a  soldier.  Soon  after  the 
war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  Company  B  of  the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry, 
helped  to  drill  that  company  at  Milan,  and  later  went  to  the  front  with 
them  and  served  for  nearly  three  years.  Among  old  soldiers  Captain 
Chapin  is  remembered  for  the  notable  figure  which  he  made  while  on 
horseback.  He  had  a  very  impressive  air,  and  his  fine  character  and 
genial  personality  made  him  popular  among  his  comrades  and  a  gallant 
leader  in  all  duties  to  which  he  was  called.  The  rigor  of  matny  cam- 
paigns and  almost  constant  fighting  and  scouting  service  brought  on  a 
permanent  illness,  on  account  of  which  he  was  finally  given  his  honor- 
able discharge.  The  illness  contracted  in  the  army  was  ultimately 
responsible  for  his  death. 

After  the  war  Captain  Chapin  engaged  in  bu'^iness  affairs  as  a  L'rain 
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iiierchiiut  in  ludiana  and  as  a  dealer  iu  lands.  These  transactions  took 
him  owr  the  eoimtry,  but  he  always  considered  his  permanent  home  in 
Krii'  ( 'ountv.  He  tinallv  retired  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Berlin 
lleiglits. 

The  tirst  wife  of  Captain  Chapin  was  Mary  Watts  Knight,  who  died 
a  year  after  her  marriage,  when  in  the  prime  of  life.  Her  one  daugh- 
ter. Berthd.  Watts  Chapin,  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Moats  of  East  Xorwalk, 
Ohio.  ilrs.  Moats  attended  school  at  Champaign,  Illinois,  and  at  Milan, 
Ohio,  and  received  a  musical  training. 

On  March  22,  1881,  Captain  Chapin  married  Mrs.  Helen  II.  (Hughes) 
Williams,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Eliza  R.  (Root)  Hughes.  Botli  her 
liarents  were  horn  in  Erie  County,  and  were  married  near  Spears  Cor- 
ners iu  Milan  Township,  but  subsequently  located  in  Huron  Towjislii]), 
where  they  followed  farming  for  many  years.  They  spent  their  last 
da.ys  in  Milan,  where  Mrs.  Chapin 's  father  died  May  13,  1901,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six,  and  her  mother  passed  aw-ay  January  3,  1913,  aged 
eighty-three.  Mrs.  Hughes  was  a  writer  of  considerable  note,  and  her 
unpublished  poems  would  fill  a  goodly  sized  volume.  She  was  also  a 
public  speaker  and  addressed  many  of  the  Grange's  meetings  in  Erie  and 
other  counties.  They  were  people  of  the  finest  worth,  thrifty,  intelligent, 
good  managers  and  highly  respected.  Mr.  Hughes  was  a  Univer.salist 
while  his  wife  was  reai-ed  in  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  he  was 
a  republican. 

Mrs.  Chapin  married  for  her  tirst  husband  Charles  Ronald  AVilliams, 
who  was  liorn  in  Avon,  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  February  22,  1850,  and 
at'tm-  liiiishing  his  education  in  Oberlin  College  took  up  teaching  and 
was  |.niiriiial  of  the  Milan  Normal  School  for  a  time.  In  1871  failing 
heullh  eumpelled  him  to  abandon  teaching,  and  in  the  endeavor  to 
recover  his  health  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  breeding  of  tine  horses, 
but  while  driving  a  fine  registered  colt  he  was  kicked,  and  died  from 
the  injuries  three  days  later.  His  death  occurred  in  1879  when  only 
twenty-eight  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Williams  was  then  left  with  two  chil- 
dren. Her  daughter,  Loubertha  Nell,  graduated  from  the  Milan  High 
School  and  is  now  the  wife  of  John  L.  Moats  of  Berlin  Heights.  They 
have  two  children,  Helen  Lucile  and  Ronald  Williams.  Her  son.  Judge 
Roy  Hughes  Williams,  graduated  from  .Milan  High  School  in  June,  1890, 
at  "the  age  of  tlfteen  years,  then  attended  Oberlin  College 'for  a  time, 
and  finally  entered  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  the  law  department  in  1897.  He  began  the  practice 
of  law  in  Sandusky,  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  in  1900  and  .served 
two  terms,  and  is  now  judge  oi'  the  Common  Pleas  Court  of  Erie  County. 
He  married  Verna  Loekwood,  who  also  graduated  from  j\lilan  High 
School  in  1893  and  spent  four  years  in  the  Conservatory  of  ilusic  at 
Oberlin. 

Mrs.  Chapin  by  her  marriage  to  Captain  Chapin  has  two  sons: 
Leonard  Burnham,"  who  graduated  from  the  Milan  High  Scluiol  and 
then  in  1905  from  the  dental  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
and  has  since  been  in  active  practice  as  a  dentist  at  Milan.  He  married 
Hannah  Olga  Prentice,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  at  Ca.stalia 
and  also  pursued  normal  studies  at  Lima  and  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Elisha 
II..  the  vounger  son  of  Mrs.  Chapin,  graduated  from  the  ]\Iilan  High 
School,  attended  the  Northern  Ohio  University  at  Ada  and  the  high 
.school  at  Sanduskj-.  also  Kenyon  College,  the  Kpiscopal  Institution  at 
Gainbier,  Ohio,  and  finally  took  his  degree  iu  medicine  at  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  College,  Columlius,  where  he  is  now  in  active  practice.  He  was 
married  in  Mount  Vernon  to  Miss  I.ena  C.  Krcbs,  who  ivceived  hei- 
education  at  Tiffin.  Ohio.  They  have  had  two  cbihlivii,  Mary  l.ouise. 
and  a  snii  tliaf  died  in  infancy. 
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Edward  Jordan.  Among  the  native  sons  of  Erie  County  who  have 
won  places  of  responsibility  with  large  railway  corporations  one  who  is 
well  known  is  Edward  Jordan,  yardmaster  for  the  Big  Four  Railroad 
at  Sandusky.  The  career  of  Mr.  Jordan  is  typical  of  many  men  who 
have  risen  in  railroad  life.  He  was  but  a  boy  when  he  started  to  make 
his  owu  way  in  the  world,  and  as  he  had  secured  only  ordinary  advantages 
was  forced  to  start  in  a  humble  capacity.  Energy  and  ambition,  with 
an  inherent  ability  and  predilection  for  his  work,  carried  him  steadily 
upward,  and  he  now  occupies  a  position  of  moro  than  ordinary  impor- 
tance in  the  service  of  one  of  the  countr\  's  ui.  at'  ,st  rarriers. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  born  January  2-1,  ISIm.  :it  Sandusky,  and  is  a  sou  of 
Henry  and  Anna  Elizabeth  (liartung)  Jonlau.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Gerraan.y,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1851  and  immediately  located  at 
Sandusky,  where  he  secured  a  position  in  a  clerical  capacity  with  the 
old  and  well  knowai  firm  of  C.  C.  Keech  &  Company,  tanners,  and  later 
with  Robert  Hathaway,  grocer.  He  possessed  the  thrift  and  industry 
charactei'istic  of  those  of  his  race,  and  worked  steadily  onward  with  the 
ambition  alway.s  in  view  of  becoming  the  proprietor  of  a  business  of  his 
o^^•u.  This  goal  was  finally  reached  and  he  established  himself  in  busi- 
ness as  the  owner  of  a  grocery  store,  this  being  one  of  the  first  exclusive 
grocery  stores  at  Sandusky,  which  at  that  time  had  a  population  of  no 
more  than  5,000  people.  He  made  a  success  of  his  venture  and  continued 
active  in  its  operation  until  1880,  when  he  retired  and  disposed  of  his 
interests.  His  death  occurred  May  25,  1887.  He  was  a  man  who  always 
took  a  keen  and  helpful  interest  in  matters  which  affected  the  welfare 
of  the  city,  and  contributed  frequently  and  generously  to  its  advance- 
ment and  progress.  He  was  a  stalwart  republican  on  which  party's 
ticket  he  was  elected  to  various  offices,  being  for  several  terms  a  member 
of  the  Sandusky  City  Council.  His  friends,  well  wishers  and  admirers 
were  many,  and  he  stood  high  in  the  i-stiMin  and  i-nnfldence  of  all  who 
came  into  contact  with  him  either  in  a  li\isiihss.  imliHc  or  personal  way. 
Mrs.  Jordan,  his  wife,  also  bora  in  Gerniaiiv .  w  line  she  and  her  husbaud 
were  mai-ried,  still  survives,  having  reacheil  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
five  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  six  survive, 
Edward  having  been  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth. 

Edward  Jordan  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  San- 
dusky and  was  still  a  lad  when  he  began  to  contribute  to  the  family 
support  by  working  as  a  messenger  boy  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company.  He  is  only  one  of  a  great  many  successful  men  who  began 
their  careers  with  the  Western  Union  as  messenger.  While  thus  em- 
ployed he  devoted  his  .spare  moments  to  learning  telegraphy.  As 
telegrapher  he  took  his  first  position  in  that  calling  in  1883  with  the 
I.,  B!  &  W.  Railway  at  Sandusky.  When  tliat  company  in  1887  reverted 
back  to  the  C,  S.  &  C.  Railway,  its  owner,  he  remained  with  the  latter 
company  as  general  office  telegraph  operator.  The  C,  S.  &  C.  was  pur- 
chased by  the  C,  C,  C.  &  St.  L.  Railroad  in  1890  and  the  division 
superintendent's  office  was  moved  from  Springfield  to  Sandusky.  Mr. 
Jordan  was  appointed  train  dispatcher.  He  held  that  position  until 
1893,  when  the  superintendent  and  dispatcher's  office  was  moved  to 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio.  As  he  wished  to  remain  in  Sandusky,  he  was 
appointed  ticket  agent  and  acted  in  that  capacity  for  ten  years.  His 
faithful  and  capable  service  was  rewarded  at  the  end  of  this  time  by  his 
appointment  to  the  office  of  general  yardmaster  of  the  Cleveland,  Cincin- 
nati, Chicago  &  St.  Louis  Railroad,  or,  as  it  is  more  familiarly  known, 
the  Big  Four.  Since  1902  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Sandusky  yards 
and  is  known  as  one  of  his  company's  most  trusted  and  efficient  men. 

Mr.  Jordan's  official  duties  require  his  attention  to  the  practical 
exclusion  of  everything  else  save  his  home,  yet  he  finds  time  to  discharge 
the  responsibilities  of  good  citizenship  and  to  enjoy  the  companionship 
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of  liis  fellows.  A  stalwart  repubiicau  in  his  political  allegiance,  he  has 
steadfastly  supported  the  candidates  of  the  party.  His  fraternal  aflil- 
iation  is  with  the  Masons,  in  which  he  has  attained  to  the  Knight  Tem- 
plar degree,  being  a  member  of  Sandusky  Commandery  No.  23. 

He  was  married  July  27,  1898,  at  Sandusky  to  Miss  Ida  Henrietta 
Zipfel,  a  daughter  of  Constantine  Zii)fel,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
Erie  County. 

F.  Erich  Hartm.\nn.  Few  men  have  made  better  use  of  their  oppor- 
tunities both  in  behalf  of  their  own  advancement  and  for  the  well'are  of 
tlie  community  in  which  they  reside  than  F.  Erich  Hartuuuui  during  the 
thirty-Hve  years  of  his  residence  in  Sandusky. 

lie  came  to  this  country  alone  when  a  young  man,  practically  uuac- 
ipiainted  with  the  language  of  America  and  its  institutions  and  customs. 
l^'roul  such  work  as  a  farm  laboi'er  he  has  made  himself  one  of  the  most 
intiuential  and  successful  business  men  of  Sandusky. 

Born  February  22,  1857,  in  Salzungen,  Saxe-Meiningen,  Germany,  he 
is  a  son  of  Johan  Casper  Ferdinand  and  P\-edericka  Christina  (Moeller) 
Hartmann. 

During  his  early  life  in  Germany  he  attended  the  common  schools 
and  the  German  college  or  gymnasium,  and  for  one  year  saw  active 
service  in  the  German  array.  It  was  in  1881  that  he  ventured  out  alone 
to  discover  what  Opportunities  America  could  present  to  a  young  man 
of  little  capital  but  of  unlimited  energy.  "When  he  arrived  in  Erie 
County  he  went  as  a  farm  laborer  for  two  years,  then  clerked  in  a  gro- 
cerj'  store  four  years,  and  from  1886  to  1905  conducted  a  grocery  estab- 
lishment on  Pearl  Street  in  Sandusky.  Thus  for  nearly  twenty  years 
he  was  one  of  Sandusky's  popular  merchants.  In  1905  he  was  appointed 
to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  existing  in  the  office  of  county  recorder, 
and  at  the  next  general  election  he  was  chosen  by  the  people  for  that 
office.  With  admirable  efficiency  he  filled  the  recorder's  office  for  two 
terms,  serving  from  1905  to  1911.  On  leaving  the  county  office  Mr. 
Hartmann  engaged  in  the  abstract  business,  and  he  now  has  the  leading 
office  to  render  that  important  service  in  Erie  County. 

Mr.  Hartmann  is  a  republican,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees.  On  July  17,  1890,  in  Erie  County  he  married  Miss 
Emma  Widmer. 

Hiram  E.  Brundage.  The  Bnuulage  family  is  among  the  older  ones 
in  Erie  County.  For  almost  thirty-five  years  Hii'am  E.  Brundatre  has 
been  oiH>  of  the  prospering  fruit  growers  and  agriculturists  of  Vermilion 
Township,  and  he  and  his  family  are  people  of  marked  prominence  in 
the  religious,  social  and  moral  life  of  tliat  cnmmuiiity. 

The  Brundage  ancestors  lived  for  s.ver.il  uvnciMtions  in  Connecticut. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mr.  ItiiiiKhi-c  w.iv  linni  and  married  in 
Connecticut,  and  from  there  they  came  to  Erie  Cuiuit\-  and  established 
a  home  in  Vermilion  Township,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  days. 
They  are  buried  in  the  Cranberry  Creek  Cemeteiy  in  that  township. 
They  died  some  time  before  the  Civil  war  and  wei-e  quite  old  at  the 
time.  In  their  family  were  four  sons  and  three  daughters  who  gi'ew  up 
and  married,  and  according  to  the  last  information  one  of  the  daughters 
is  still  living  in  Indiana. 

Giles  L.  Brundage,  father  of  Hiram  E.,  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Vermilion  Township  and  during  his  brief  career  as  a  civilian 
followed  farming.  He  died  near  Auburn,  Indiana,  in  1866  at  the  age 
of  twenty-seven.  He  had  enlisted  in  the  Civil  w^ar,  was  with  a  Massa- 
chusetts regiment,  and  after  some  active  service  he  contracted  the  black 
measles  and  was  discharged  in  1864.  He  returned  home,  but  a  year 
or  two  later  moved  to  Auburn,  Indiana,  where  he  died.  His  widow  then 
brought  her  two  children  back  to  Erie  County.     These  children  Mere 
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Hiram  E.  and  his  sister  Carrie.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of  John  Loiicks 
of  Berlin  Township,  a  well  known  citizen  of  tluit  locality.  Giles  L. 
Bruudage  married  Ella  Mason.  After  his  death  she  married  a  second 
and  also  a  third  time,  and  she  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
•John  Loiicks,  in  1913  when  nearly  seventy  years  of  age.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Hiram  E.  Brundage  was  born  in  Vermilion  Township  November  12, 
1862,  and  has  practically  no  recollection  of  his  father.  He  was  reared 
in  this  township  and  attended  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen started  life  by  purchasing  twenty-eight  acres  of  land  on  the  Joppa 
Road.  He  worked  hard  to  improve  the  land,  put  it  into  cultivation  and 
when  he  started  he  had  practically  nothing  but  the  resources  of  liis  own 
industry  to  aid  him.  It  was  on  that  farm  )li;it  h«-  stnrtrd  fi'iiil  growing, 
and  there  are  man,y  things  that  now  reinrsinl  liis  vr.iis  of  steady  indus- 
try. He  erected  a  large  two-story  house,  and  has  several  larue  harns  for 
the  shelter  of  his  stock  and  farm  products.  Mr.  Brundage  now  owns 
100  acres,  and  much  of  it  is  cultivated  to  fruit  orchard.  He  has  about 
three  thousand  peach  trees  and  otlier  large  and  small  fruits,  and  his 
fields  grow  some  of  the  finest  crops  of  corn,  wheat  and  oats.  During  the 
past  year  his  corn  yield  was  eighty  ])ushels  per  acre,  wheat  twenty-eight 
bushels,  and  oats  sixty  bushels. 

In  Vermilion  Township  Mr.  Brundage  married  Lillian  Lee.  She  was 
born  November  13,  1862,  just  one  day  later  than  her  husband.  She  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
B.  and  Olive  (Minkler)  Lee.  Her  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Minkler,  a  pioneer  settler  in  the  Joppa  neighborhood  of  Erie  Coxmty. 
After  many  years  of  farming  on  the  Hill  Road  in  Vermilion  Township, 
Thomas  B.  Lee  retired  to  Berlin  Heights,  and  is  now  living  there  with 
an  ample  competence  for  his  declining  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrg.  Brundage  have  one  son,  Elwin  P..  born  March  9,  1883, 
in  Vermilion  Township.  He  was  edneate.l  libeially,  at  first  in  the  com- 
mon and  high  schools,  then  at  Oberlin  Cnlleee.  and  in  the  Ohio  Spence- 
rian  College,  and  he  took  his  tlieologieal  ennrse  at  Nyack,  New  York, 
and  on  leavine-  that  institution  took  up  the  active  work  of  the  minstry 
in  the  Evan,>ieli,al  <  hui'eh.  He  now  has  charge  of  the  church  at  DeGrafF, 
Ohio.  Rev.  Mr.  I'.runiL-iue  married  Blanche  Gibson  of  Erie  County,  and 
they  have  a  daughter  Dni-is.  thiiteen  years  of  age,  who  is  carrying  on 
her  studies  botli  in  the  reenlai-  s.  IkkiI  work  and  in  music.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brundage  are  very  active  nienibei's  (if  tlieir  community  and  Mr.  Brundage 
is  head  of  the  local  Sunday  school  and  in  politics  a  republican,  thougli 
not  a  seeker  for  official  honors. 

Fred  Huttenlocker.  It  is  of  that  slanneli  German  stock  that  has 
been  so  important  an  element  in  Erie  Cennty  hishii-y  that  Fred  Hutten- 
locker is  a  representative.  He  is  a  vigoi'niis.  amhiiidus,  and  hard  working 
agriculturist  of  Vermilion  Township,  occupies  a  good  home,  with  fertile 
fields  and  excellent  improvements,  and  while  enjoying  ample  material 
comforts  has  surrounded  himself  with  home  and  growing  children  and  is 
i-ich  in  the  esteem  which  is  paid  to  good  citizenship. 

Born  in  Vermilion  Township  November  6,  1873,  he  is  a  son  of  Chris- 
tian and  Caroline  (Beck)  Huttenlocker.  Both  parents  were  born  in 
AVurtemberg,  Germany.  His  father  was  liorn  in  October-,  1849,  and  his 
mother  in  1851.  They  grew  up  in  that  country  and  were  sweethearts  be- 
fore they  left  Germany  to  find  their  home  and  fortune  in  the  New  World. 
They  were  of  LutheiMn  faniilii's  and  when  quite  young  they  set  out  from 
Hamburg  and  voyaue,!  td  Xi'W  York  City  and  thence  to  Huron,  Ohio, 
where  they  married.  .\  Iter  marriage  they  located  near  Huron,- and  they 
have  since  been  among  tlie  active  farming  people  of  Erie  County.  Most 
of  their  years  have  been  spent  in  Vermilion  Township,  where  they  bought 
and  improved  a  farm  of  fifty-one  acres.    That  was  their  home  for  about 
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twenty-uight  years,  Init  iii  the  meaotime  Christian  Hutteuloeker  had 
bought  tliirty-oiie  aeres  near  the  street  car  line  and  the  Mittewanga 
Grove  neighborhood,  and  he  subsequently  lived  on  that  place  for  about 
twelve  years.  He  then  sold  it  to  his  sou  Fred,  and  with  his  wife  returued 
to  tlie  old  homestead,  where  both  now  reside,  hale  and  hearty  people,  in 
a  position  to  enjoy  life  at  leisure.  Both  are  members  and  were  among 
the  founders  of  Mittewanga  Reformed  Church,  in  which  Christian  Ilut- 
teijliickcr  was  an  elder  for  a  number  of  years.  In  polities  he  is  a  repub- 
lican, l)ut  formerly  voted  with  the  democratic  party.  The  children  of 
Clirislian  and  Carnlitic  lluttenlocker  are:  Christ,  who  died  unmarried 
at  Alleglieny,  Pciiiisx  K  ania.  at  the  age  of  twenty-six:  Fred:  Rose,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Daniil  Mirki-r,  a  dock  engineer  at  Huron,  and  they  have 
a  son  Fi-iMMiicii :  Miwy  is  \\u-  wife  of  D.  L.  Fox,  a  Berlin  Township  farniei' 
and  also  ,iii  niiiildwc  of  the  street  car  company,  and  their  children  are 
Sylva,  Bcnianl.  l-'.sthcr  and  Clara;  Louise  is  the  wife  of  John  Ilildc- 
brandt  of  Jicrliu  Township,  a  railroad  section  boss  for  the  Lake  Shore 
Railroad,  and  their  children  are  Frederick  and  Caroline;  John,  a  fanner 
in  Berlin  Township,  married  Sophia  Ackerman,  and  their  one  son  is 
named  Ralph  P. 

Fred  lluttenlocker  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  township, 
attended  the  public  schools,  and  after  reaching  manhood  he  married 
and  bouglit  the  thirty-one  acre  place  of  his  father  near  the  lake  shore 
in  Vermilion  Township.  His  farm  has  a  frontage  of  150  feet  on  the 
State  Road.  He  does  farming  on  a  l)usiness-like  basis,  and  has  almost 
every  foot  of  his  land  nnd(>r  intensive  cultivation.  He  has  an  orchard 
of  forty  apple  Itvis,  has  an  nttractive  eight-room  white  house  and  a  large 
red  barn  on  a  louinlalidii  :;2  by  42  feet  with  16-foot  post. 

Christmas  Day  of  1897  will  always  be  memorable  in  Mr.  Hutten- 
locker's  history,  since  on  that  day  in  Huron  Township  he  married  Miss 
Catherine  Bartzen.  She  was  born  in  Huron  July  13,  1876,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  there!  Her  parents  were  Peter  and  Margaret 
(Elenz)  Bartzen.  Her  father  was  born  in  German}^  and  her  mother  in 
Erie  County,  Ohio.  Her  father  died  here  in  April,  1913.  at  the  age  ol' 
sixty,  and  her  mother  on  December  10,  1906,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  Her 
father  spent  all  his  active  career  as  a  blacksmith,  having  learned  that 
trade  in  Germau.y.  Li  fact  all  the  male  members  of  his  family  for  several 
generations  followed  blaeksniithing,  and  they  lived  along  the  River 
Rhine  in  Germany,  where  ]\Ir.  Bartzen  was  born.  Five  of  the  Bartzen 
children  are  still  living:  Mrs.  Hutteuloeker;  Peter,  a  blacksmith  aiul 
teamster,  who  married  Erna  Felcum ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Ritzen- 
thaler  of  Huron,  and  they  have  six  children  ;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Gottlieb 
Hauff,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Erie  County;  Anthony  now  lives  in  Huron, 
is  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  is  unmarried. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutteuloeker  are  the  parents  of  six  children  :  Louis 
Frederick,  born  March  9,  1899,  has  completed  the  course  of  the  lociil 
schools  and  assists  his  Tallu'r  on  the  farm.  Christian  was  born  ;\Iay  11, 
1900,  and  is  a  shnlcnl  in  the  high  school  at  Huron.  Fredia  was  born 
December  10,  l!)(n,  and  is  in  school.  Elma  was  born  July  21.  1902. 
and  is  in  school.  Dorothy  was  born  April  21,  1904.  Peter  J.  was  born 
April  26,  1906.  The  family  all  attend  the  Reformed  Church  and  Mr. 
and  ]\Irs.  lluttenlocker  and  two  oldest  children  are  contirmed  in  that 
faith.     Mr.  Hutteuloeker  in  politics  is  a  republican. 

Pktkr  Sciieid.  Since  the  Scheid  family  became  established  in  this 
part  of  Northern  Ohio  more  than  sixty  years  ago,  its  members  have 
played  many  worthy  parts  in  varied  activities,  helped  to  clear  up  the 
wildern(>ss  and  develop  new  farms,  have  proved  vigorous  workers  and 
efficient  citizens  in  every  line  of  duty  to  which  they  have  been  called, 
and  the  name  is  one  of  the  most  highly'  honored  in  Erie  County.  It 
was  as  a  pioneer  that  Mr.  Peter  Scheid  was  first  identified  M'ith  Erie 
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Comity  and  he  lived  a  long-  and  iudustrious  cnivi-r  until  his  death  at 
his  home  farm  in  Oxford  Township,  Oetolirr  L'i2.  1  !>().").  Before  his  death 
he  had  bought  a  pleasant  home  on  Front  Street  in  iiilan,  and  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Scheid,  and  some  of  her  children  now  occupy  that  residence. 

It  was  as  a  youth  of  seventeen  that  Peter  Scheid  came  away  from 
Germany  and  started  his  career  in  the  New  World  in  Erie  County. 
He  was  born  in  Nassau  July  31,  1834,  and  was  in  his  seventy-second 
year  when  he  passed  away.  His  parents  were  Anthony  and  Catherine 
Scheid.  His  father  was  born  near  Deitz  in  Nassau,  which  was  noted  as 
a  training  point  for  German  soldiers.  He  grew  up  as  a  farmer,  and 
married  a  German  orphan  girl,  who  had  been  reared  in  the  home  of  a 
prominent  man  in  the  connnunity,  a  forester  by  profession.  All  the 
childrrii  of  .Viithdiiy  .iml  Cjillifrim-  Scheid  wen-  Koni  in  Germany.  When 
the  sons.  Williiim  iuid  I'd.  i,  li;,il  .ittiniiid  y.ais  of  iiidcpendence,  they 
left  the  old  homo  .-iiid  sot  out  lor  .Vmnioa.  liuyiiiy  land  near  Pontiac, 
Ohio,  ill  Huron  County  and  start  iim  its  (i^Aclopment.  Two  years  later 
these  brothers  were  followed  by  tlirir  |,,iiviits  and  the  other  children. 
They  all  came  across  on  sailing  vessels,  s[)ending  about  four  weeks  on 
the  ocean,  and  from  New  York  the  parents  came  out  to  Pontiac,  Ohio, 
and  on  the  homestead  which  the  two  sons  had  started  to  improve  the 
parents  spent  their  last  years.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  and  the  mother  when  past  seventy-two.  They  had  been  reared 
in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  always  kept  pretty  close  to  the 
standards  of  that  old  religion. 

The  late  Peter  Scheid  was  the  second  in  quite  a  Inrue  ramily,  and 
was  about  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  and  his  lui.tliei-,  William, 
ventured  across  the  Atlantic  and  arrived  as  comparative  stiaiigers  in 
Sherman  township  of  Huron  County.  In  1853  they  secured  172  acres 
of  wild  land,  and  the  only  improvement  on  it  was  a  small  log  house. 
Their  first  work  was  cutting  out  the  timber,  which  they  sold  to  the 
railway  company  and  used  also  in  building  barns.  In  1860  the  family 
put  up  a  large  residence  on  that  farm,  a  brick  house,  which  is  still  stand- 
ing and  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Charles  Scheid,  a  brother  of 
Peter.  Charles  was  born  in  1842  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  owned 
the  old  homestead.  Anthony  Scheid  during  his  lifetime  donated  a  lot 
from  his  farm  for  a  church  and  schoolhouse. 

It  was  on  the  old  homestead  near  Pontiac  that  Peter  Scheid  grew 
to  manhood,  though  he  was  already  a  vigorous  youth  when  he  arrived 
there  wdth  his  brother  and  started  to  clear  the  land.  After  his  marriage 
he  located  on  a  tine  farm  of  his  own  in  Oxford  Township  of  Erie 
County,  containing  175  acres,  and  in  the  course  of  years  he  made  that 
one  of  the  best  properties  in  that  splendid  agricultural  section  of  Erie 
County.  It  was  in  the  duties  of  this  farm  and  in  its  comforts  that  he 
enjoyed  the  principal  years  of  his  life,  and  died  there.  He  placed  many 
improvements  on  the  land,  including  a  commodious  house  and  several 
barns,  set  out  a  good  orchard,  and  had  the  land  well  tiled  and  thoroughly 
cultivated.  When  he  died  the  homestead  comprised  235  acres,  and  it  is 
all  still  in  the  family  and  is  now  manatred  by  his  son,  Henry. 

While  a  resident  of  Oxford  Township  Mr.  Scheie!  took  a  prominent 
part  in  local  affairs.  He  seixed  as  township  trustee,  as  treasurer,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  director  of  the  Commercial  Bank  at  San- 
dusky. In  polities  he  was  a  democrat.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Union  Comers,  was  for  many  years 
an  official  in  the  society,  and  his  widow  and  daughters  are  still  mem- 
bers there. 

At  Pontiac,  Ohio,  February  26,  1860,  Peter  Scheid  married  Miss 
Catherine  E.  H.  Heuser.  The  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Smokrow.     Mrs.  Scheid  was  born  also  in  Nassau,  near  Deitz, 
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:\Iareh  6,  1842,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Thorn)  Heuser, 
who  were  natives  of  Nassau  and  of  old  German  stock.  Mrs.  Scheid  was 
their  only  child.  In  1853  this  little  family  took  passage  on  a  small 
steamer,  which  brought  them  down  the  River  Rhine  to  Rotterdam,  Hol- 
land, thence  they  crossed  over  to  London,  and  from  there  by  sailing 
\essel  arrived  in  New  York  after  a  voyage  of  twenty-eight  days.  From 
New  York  they  went  to  Monroeville  in  Erie  Coimty,  and  arrived  at  that 
place  June  19,  1853.  Jlr.  Heuser  was  a  mason  by  trade  and  his  first 
work  in  Northern  Ohio  was  in  the  construction  of  the  Maumee  River 
bridge  near  Toledo.  There  he  was  overtaken  by  the  ague,  which  was  a 
common  malady  among  the  early  settlers,  but  it  was  an  entirely  new 
experience  to  this  German  immigrant.  He  soon  returned  home,  and 
latii-  pi;irti(_-cd  himself  in  farming  and  gave  up  the  mason  trade  alto- 
iT'thn-.  Ill'  linally  bought  land  in  Oxford  Township,  and  in  its  activi- 
tirs  |Kissi(l  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
in  189(3.  He  had  survived  his  wife  about  thirty  years,  she  having  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty.  They  were  both  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  and  their  old  homestead  in  Oxford  Township  is  now 
the  property  of  their  only  daughter,  Mrs.  Scheid. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Scheid  were  born  ten  children.  Charles  P. 
is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home  with  his  mother  in  ililan.  Louise  C, 
who  died  June  6,  1915,  was  the  wife  of  Louis  Dorr,  who  is  a  coal  mer- 
chant at  Milan,  and  she  left  children  named  Norma,  Louis,  Jr.,  and 
Russel.  Flora,  who  died  June  6.  1913,  was  the  wife  of  Robert  Streck, 
l)roprietor  of  the  Streck  Hotel  at  Milan,  and  she  left  a  daughter,  Nellie. 
Henry  L.  is  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Oxford  Township.  Catherine  L. 
is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Waldock,  a  farmer  in  Perkins  Township,  and 
tlicir  children  are  Verna  I.  and  Howard  S.  Amelia  died  at  the  age  of 
ifii  months.  Louis  W.  is  a  successful  farmer  in  Erie  County  and  man- 
ages the  old  Scheid  homestead.  Julia  is  the  wife  of  Verne  Paseoe,  a 
grocery  merchant  at  Sandusky,  and  their  tw-o  sons  are  named  Milton 
and  John.  Amanda  L.  died  January  31,  1915,  in  yoring  womanhood. 
Alda  M.,  who,  like  the  other  children,  received  the  best  advantages 
of  the  local  schools,  was  graduated  from  the  Milan  High  School  in  1902 
and  later  in  1908  from  the  Conservatory  of  Music  at  Oberlin  College 
and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  mother  in  Milan. 

Frank  C.  Risdox.  AVhile  other  members  of  this  family  spell  their 
name  Risden,  Frank  C.  has  always  employed  a  slightly  different  spell- 
ing. However,  this  is  by  no  means  his  only  distinction.  He  is  now 
a  very  successful  and  progressive  farmer  and  stock  man  in  Vermilion 
Township,  his  home  being  on  rural  route  No.  2  out  of  Vermilion  Vil- 
lage. The  career  of  Mr.  Risdon,  who  by  his  own  efforts  has  risen 
from  a  state  of  comparative  poverty  to  one  of  independence,  is  a 
striking  illustration  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  industry,  perse- 
verance, and  a  wise  use  of  the  faculties  \\ith  which  almost  every  man 
is  endowed. 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  report  in  liis  section  of  Eric  County 
that  Prank  C.  Risdon  is  a  master  of  whatever  he  undertakes.  For 
many  years  he  followed  his  trade  of  mechanic  in  the  employ  of  the 
Nickel  Plate  Railway.  He  was  an  excellent  mechanic  and  painter, 
and  has  shown  similar  ability  and  success  in  farming,  and  is  a  busi- 
ness man  who  can  be  relied  upon  to  carry  out  every  obligation  which  he 
undertakes  and  works  consistently  and  influentially  for  the  good  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

On  the  old  Risdon  farm,  a  portion  of  wliich  he  still  owns  and  close 
to  liis  present  home,  Frank  C.  Risdon  was  born  in  Vermilion  Townshi]i 
on    .\pi-il   5.  1854.     What  is  known  as  the   Risdon   Road  passes  by  his 
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farm.  This  is  one  of  the  older  families  of  Erie  Couuty.  His  grand- 
father, Almor  Risden,  was  born  near  Rochester,  New  York,  and  mar- 
ried for  his  first  wife  a  Miss  Niehols.  She  died  there  in  the  prime  of 
life,  leaving  three  children,  George,  Eliza  and  Elial.  Almor  Risden 
married  for  his  second  wife  a  Miss  Lewis,  and  by  that  union  there 
were  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  In  1836  Almor  Risden  with  his 
second  wife  and  family  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  the  wilderness 
part  of  Vermilion  Township.  Here  he  cut  a  home  out  of  the  woods, 
lived  in  a  log  cabin  until  he  could  build  a  frame  house,  and  was  getting 
well  started  in-  his  new  home  when  he  was  accidentally  drowned  in 
the  Huron  River  in  1838.  He  was  a  fine  type  of  the  early  settler, 
and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  so  thoroughly  that 
they  elected  him  to  various  offices  of  trust  and  responsibilitj^  It  is 
especially  worthy  to  be  recalled  that  this  pioneer  was  in  the  habit 
of  pa,ying  cash  for  every  hour's  work  done  for  him.  This  was  some- 
what unique  in  that  time,  when  there  was  very  little  money  in  circu- 
lation, and  many  debts  were  taken  out  in  trade  of  some  kind. 

George  Risden,  father  of  Frank  C,  was  born  in  1818  and  was 
twenty  years  of  age  when  his  father  died.  He  later  bought  a  farm 
of  his  own  not  far  from  the  old  Risden  homestead,  and  spent  tweutj'- 
four  years  of  profitable  labor  there.  In  1872  he  purchased  another 
place  of  fifty-four  acres  situated  on  the  lake  shore  and  now  known  as 
the  Silas  Hitchcock  homestead.  There  he  passed  away  on  January  28, 
1893.  He  was  a  straightforward,  honest  man,  and  one  whose  success 
in  life  was  bej'ond  all  question.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat.  George 
Risden  married  in  Vermilion  Township  Miss  Charity  Goldsmith.  She 
was  born  in  Florence  Township  in  October,  1823,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  very  oldest  families  of  Erie  County.  She  died  on  the  old  Lake 
Shore  homestead  Jul}'  1,  1900.  Her  father  was  Isaac  Goldsmith,  who 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  soon  afterwards  came  to  Erie 
County  as  one  of  the  pioneers.  He  died  when  past  seventy  years  of 
age  at  his  home  four  miles  west  of  Vermilion  Village. 

Frank  C.  Risdon  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children.  He  was 
reared  in  a  good  home,  given  an  education  in  public  and  iirivate  schools, 
and  found  plenty  to  do  as  a  farmer  until  he  was  thirty.  He  then  took 
up  contracting  for  two  years  and  subsequently  became  connected  with 
the  Nickel  Plate  Railroad  as  a  member  of  its  repair  crew.  Eighteen 
months  later  he  was  made  foreman,  and  some  years  later  became  fore- 
man in  the  painting  department  of  the  railroad.  All  told  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  railroad  company  for  twi-iity-1i\c  yi'nis.  .■md  I  lie  sujierior 
officials  regarded  him  as  one  of  the  most  (■(uiipctnii  and  crii.'iciit  men 
in  the  service.  For  five  years  of  that  tiiin'  he  livcii  in  Ldraiii  County, 
but  finally  he  took  up  his  residence  on  his  present  beautiful  estate  of 
105  acres.  All  this  land  is  improved,  and  is  conducted  on  the  same 
basis  of  efficiency  which  Mr.  Risdon  has  employed  in  every  other  ac- 
tivity. He  and  liis  family  enjoy  the  comforts  of  a  modern  seven-room 
house,  a  new  basement  barn  30  by  65  feet,  the  conspicuous  feature  about 
the  home  grounds,  and  there  is  another  barn  24  by  40  feet.  He  has  a 
sixty-ton  silo  adjoining  his  barn.  All  the  farm  facilities  are  arranged 
for  efficiency  and  economy,  and  the  entire  farm  is  fenced  and  divided 
into  fields  by  woven  wire  fencing,  and  thei"e  is  not  a  rail  or  barbed  wire 
displaced.  Though  in  his  sixty-second  year,  Mr.  Risdon  is  apparently 
as  full  of  energy  as  the  ordinary  man  twenty  years  his  junior.  He 
works  for  a  definite  purpose,  and  is  always  ready  to  leani  a  new  lesson, 
though  many  might  well  pattern  after  his  successful  efforts.  As  a 
farmer  Jlr.  Risdon  pays  much  attention  to  livestock.  He  keeps  a  good 
grade  of  horses,  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep,  and  has  a  number  of  excellent 
dairy  cows,  headed  by  a  registered  Holstein  bull. 
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When  quite  a  young  man  at  the  outset  of  his  career  ^Ir.  Kisdoii 
married  a  neighbor  girl,  Viola  E.  Harding.  She  died  in  1880,  just  two 
years  after  their  inarriage,  leaving  one  son,  William  W.,  who  is  now- 
living  in  Cleveland.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Risdon  also  chose  a  young 
woman  from  "Vermilion  Township,  Jennie  Brooks.  She  was  born  in 
the  Village  of  Vermilion  in  1863,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  this 
township.  By  this  marriage  there  are  two  children:  Ralph  Henry,  wJio 
attended  schools  at  Lorain  and  in  Cleveland,  has  for  several  years  been 
the  practical  manager  on  his  father's  farm;  he  married  Miss  Rutii 
Kuhl  of  Vermilion  Township,  a  graduate  of  the  Vermilion  High 
School,  and  they  have  a  son  Glenn  F.  Ollie  M.,  the  daughter,  'tinished 
her  education  in  the  Vermilion  High  School  and  is  still  at  home.  She 
and  her  mother  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Politically 
Mr.  Risdon  votes  independently,  and  in  civic  matters  what  hi-  does  and 
what  he  thinks  count  for  a  good  deal  in  his  community. 

John  Will.  There  is  no  citizen  of  Vermilion  Township  who  more 
thoroughly  enjoys  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  than 
John  Will.  A  German  by  birth,  he  has  lived  in  America  and  in  Erie 
County  since  infanc.y.  Though  a  very  young  man  at  the  time,  he  saw 
some  active  service  in  the  Civil  war.  His  business  career  has  identitied 
him  with  farming,  and  he  owns  and  occupies  one  of  the  best  home- 
steads to  be  found  in  Vermilion  Township.  His  house  is  one  of  attract- 
ive exterior  and  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  which  make  life 
worth  living.  Plis  individual  |)rt)spiiity  has  not  been  accomplished 
without  benefit  to  the  conniuiiiify  in  wliich  he  has  lived  so  long. 

He  was  born  in  Kurhesseii.  (iciinany,  February  10,  18-16,  a  son 
of  Nicholas  and  Catherine  (Reifer)  Will.  His  mother  was  a  daughter 
of  Nicholas  Reifer.  All  of  them  were  born  in  Kurhessen.  "While  the 
family  lived  in  Germany  two  sons  were  born  to  them,  John  and  a 
younger  child,  who  died  soon  after  the  family  came  to  America.  In  • 
1848  the  little  household  took  passage  on  an  American  sailing  vessel 
and  came  from  Bremen  to  l^altimore,  spending  eight  weeks  on  the 
voyage.  From  Baltimore  they  proceeded  west  by  way  of  canals  and 
rivers  as  far  as  Sandusky,  and  then  wiilked  .mtoss  country  to  the  home 
of  Henry  Reifer,  an  uncle  of  Catherine  Weifer  "Will.  When  Nicholas 
"Will  arrived  in  Vermilion  Township  he  had  not  a  single  penny.  He 
came  prepared  to  do  hard  work,  and  he  soon  found  plenty  of  employ- 
ment, lie  worked  on  different  farms  and  for  several  years  was  an 
employe  of  John  Anderson,  father  of  James  Anderson,  a  well  known 
citizen  along  the  lake  shore  of  Erie  County.  As  he  became  better  ac- 
quainted and  people  became  familiar  with  his  capacity  for  good  intelli- 
gent work,  he  took  a  more  independent  course  and  rented  a  farm,  and 
then  three  years  later  in  1858  he  made  his  first  purchase  in  Vei-milion 
Township.  In  the  spring  of  1859  he  moved  his  family  to  the  land 
which  he  had  bought,  and  there  he  worked  industriously  for  many 
years  in  improving  and  in  increasing  his  holdings.  His  death  occurred 
there  May  7,  1890,  when  seventy-one  years  six  months  of  age.  His 
widow  passed  away  in  1908,  being  at  that  time  eighty-five  years  old. 
They  and  their  children  were  confirmed  in  the  Geniian  Reformed  Church. 
After  the  family  came  to  Erie  County  two  other  children  were  born, 
Henry  and  Eliza.  Eliza  died  after  her  marriage  to  Peter  Kuhl,  leaving 
three  children:  Anna  and  Chai'les,  Imlh  now  deceased:  and  .\lii-e, 
wife  of  Mr.  Schotz  of  Huron. 

John  Will  has  lived  in  Vermilion  Township  since  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age.  He  gained  his  early  schooling  in  Erie  County  and  grew 
up  to  a  discipline  of  hard  work,  regular  habits,  and  honest  intentions. 
He   has   found    rarmiiig   boHi   a   eongenial    and    profitable   vocation,   and 
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siuL-e  the  death  of  his  mother  iu  the  fall  of  1908  has  owned  the  beautiful 
old  homestead,  comprising  ninety-eight  acres.  Neai'ly  all  of  his  land 
is  under  cultivation  and  for  years  he  has  produced  fine  crops  of  all 
the  staple  varieties.  His  farm  buildings  are  of  the  best.  His  nine- 
room  house  is  thoroughly  modern,  has  steam  heat  iu  all  the  rooms,  is 
furnished  with  bathroom  and  many  other  comforts  and  conveniences. 

In  Vermilion  Township  Mr.  Will  married  Miss  Alice  Neiding.  She 
was  born  in  this  township  October  1,  1858,  and  received  her  education 
iu  this  county.  Her  parents,  John  and  Magdalena  (Hilcher)  Neiding, 
were  both  natives  of  Germany  and  came  from  the  same  part  of  the  fa- 
therland as  the  Will  family.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1850,  spending  thirteen  weeks  on  a  sailing  vessel.  They  soon  after- 
wards located  near  the  Village  of  Vermilion,  and  improved  a  good 
farm  there,  but  the  parents  finally  retired  to  live  in  Vermilion  Village, 
where  her  father  died  January  30,  1907,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
and  her  mother  on  August  9,  1903,  aged  seventy-seven.  Besides  Mrs. 
Will  the  other  children  in  the  Neiding  family  are :  Adam  Neiding,  who 
married  Emma  F.  Brown  of  Vermilion  Village,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  three  sous  and  one  daughter,  one  of  the  sons,  Otis  H.,  being  de- 
ceased; Burton  is  mai-ried,  John  Allen  lives  at  home,  and  Frank  E. 
and  Emma  are  also  at  home  in  Cleveland.  Henry  Neiding  is  a  com- 
mei'cial  traveler  living  in  Vermilion,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Mattie 
Bourne  of  Kentucky  has  two  children,  Mae  and  James,  the  former  now 
married.  John  is  a  carpenter  in  the  Village  of  Vermilion  and  first 
married  Katie  Pey,  who  died  leaving  Bertha,  Charles,  George  and 
Alice;  and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Catherine  Knott.  Samuel 
Neiding  is  in  the  meat  market  business  at  Vermilion,  and  by  his 
marriage  to  Marj'  Fey,  who  is  now  deceased,  he  has  a  daughter  Plattie. 
Kate  Neiding  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Patterson  of  Cleveland,  and  they 
have  a  daughter  May.  Christina  died  after  her  marriage  to  the  late 
Dr.  Frank  E.  Engelbry,  and  there  is  a  son  l\v  that  mai*riage  named 
Rowland. 

Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Will  have  one  sou,  Fred  Peter,  who  was  bom  December 
6,  1884.  He  graduated  from  the  Vermilion  High  School,  and  since 
reaching  his  majority  has  lived  at  home  and  is  doing  a  large  part  of 
the  work  and  management  connected  with  the  farm  operations.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Will  and  their  son  are  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
and  the  father  and  son  ai-e  republicans  in  politics.  It  was  on  Septem- 
t)er  19,  1864,  that  Mr.  Will  enlisted  in  Company  B  of  the  176th  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  remained  with  that  command  until  he  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  on  June  15,  1865,  at  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee. The  war  was  nearly  closed  when  he  went  to  the  front,  and  it 
was  not  his  luck  to  take  part  in  any  pitched  battle.  For  many  years 
now  he  has  been  an  active  member  of  Vermilion  Post  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  has  filled  several  of  its  offices  and  is  very 
popular  among  his  old  army  comrades. 

Hexry  Will.  Born  in  the  township  of  Ins  present  residence  and 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies  and  cultivates,  and  which  his  father 
took  up  in  a  totally  wild  and  unbroken  condition  many  years  ago, 
Henrj'  Will  is  one  of  the  citizens  of  Erie  County  who  can  take  special 
pride  in  the  direct  contribution  made  by  himself  and  other  members 
of  the  family  to  the  improvement  of  this  section  of  Northern  Ohio.  The 
land  which  his  father  first  saw  as  a  landscape  of  dense  woods,  has 
since  been  reduced  by  occupancy  and  tillage  to  a  tract  of  agricultural 
land  hardly  surpassed  in  Vermilion  Township.  Thus  what  one  gen- 
eration won  from  the  wilderness  the  next  has  continued  to  improve 
and  make  still  better. 
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The  jjarents  of  Henry  Will  were  Nicholas  aud  Catherine  (.Reifer) 
Will,  wlio  were  natives  of  Kurliessen,  Germany,  and  came  in  1848  with 
one  child  to  America.  From  Baltimore  they  went  west  and  arrived 
in  Erie  County  very  poor  though  possessed  of  the  characteristie  Ger- 
man industry  and  thrift.  F'or  about  ten  years  Nicholas  ^Vill  worked 
for  other.s,  either  at  mouthly  wages  or  as  a  renter,  aud  it  was  the  hardest 
kind  of  struggle  which  tinall.y  gave  him  the  modest  capital  which  he 
invested  iu  his  first  purchase  of  laud  in  Vermilion  Township,  it  was 
while  the  family  lived  iu  the  Village  of  Huron  in  Erie  County  that 
Henry  Will  was  born  March  25,  1850.  When  he  was  uine  years  of  age, 
in  18.31),  his  father  took  the  family  to  his  newly  purchased  land  in 
\'ermiIiou  Township.  This  land  was  ou  the  Lake  State  Road  aud  in 
the  midst  of  the  heavy  woods.  Heury  Will  recalls  some  of  the  incidents 
aud  scenes  of  his  boyhood  spent  in  a  log  cabin  home,  when  all  tlie 
country  arouud  was  a  region  of  dense  forest.  In  time  he  himself  wielded 
an  axe  and  helped  to  clear  oft"  this  laud.  Gradually  the  large  trees 
were  cut  down,  part  of  them  were  worked  up  into  lumber  and  others 
were  gathered  together  by  the  logging  bees  which  were  so  familiar  a 
part  of  the  industrial  and  social  life  of  that  time,  and  these  great  heaps 
of  logs  and  brush  were  burned  in  order  that  the  hnid  niiylit  be  cleared 
for  cultivation.  It  was  on  this  land  that  the  Will  r;iiiiil>  iznt  its  iirst 
real  start  in  the  world.  After  many  years  of  stin>;i;li'  .ind  privation 
prosperity  began  to  smile  upon  them,  and  Xididlas  Will  was  alile  to 
see  his  efforts  aud  sacrifices  rewarded.  He  liiially  iiicnascl  his  hold- 
iii.us  to  164  acres,  most  of  it  improved  aud  cultivated,  and  worth  many 
limes  what  he  gave  for  it.  He  also  built  a  good  home  aud  barns,  and 
there  be  and  his  good  wife  spent  their  declining  years  iu  peace  and 
comfort.  Nicholas  Will  died  May  7,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years  six  months,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1908,  at  the  age  of 
eiglit.y-five.  Iu  the  early  years  of  their  residence  on  this  old  home- 
stead they  not  ouly  cultivated  the  usual  crops  but  also  raised  mucli 
stock,  particularly  sheep,  which  found  pasturage  in  the  woods.  The 
wool  clip  was  largely  utilized  bj-  the  iudustiy  aud  pereeverance  of  the 
good  housewife  and  housemother,  who  would  rise  at  four  o'clock  iu 
the  morning  in  order  to  take  up  her  spinning.  The  yarn  which  she 
spun  from  the  sheep  wool  was  worked  up  into  various  articles  of 
clothing  which  the  children  wore  at  home  and  in  school.  She  would 
knit  the  yarn  into  socks  aud  mittens,  aud  iu  the  long  winter  evenings 
her  needles  were  never  quiet  until  bedtime. 

It  is  also  recalled  as  a  fact  of  local  history  that  the  hrst  church 
in  Vermilion  Township,  a  Coiieiv'^atiiuial  Church,  was  built  ou  the 
Will  farm,  which  is  the  geoi;ra|iliieal  center  of  the  township.  The  first 
edifice  was  a  hewed  log  building,  and  within  its  walls  were  gathered 
toiictlicr  people  who  came  from  miles  around.  Even  the  location  of 
thai  old  church  has  been  forgotten  by  most  people  now  living  iu  Ver- 
milion Township. 

Of  the  old  homestead  which  his  father  established  and  in  the  clear- 
ing and  cultivation  of  which  Henry  Will  bore  his  own  boyhood  part, 
he  now  owns  nearly  seventy-nine  acres.  In  his  individual  career  he  has 
been  very  successful  as  a  farmer  aud  now  has  all  his  laud  cultivated 
except  a  woodland  tract  of  eight  acres.  He  grows  all  kinds  of  grain, 
fruit,  and  large  quantities  of  grapes.  He  also  keeps  live  stock  in  num- 
bers proportionate  to  the  size  of  bis  farm,  including  work  horses, 
cattle  and  hogs. 

In  Vermilion  Township  Mr.  Henry  Will  uuirried  Jliss  Annie  Schro- 
der. She  w-as  horn  in  Brownhelm  Township  of  Lorain  County  June  :i. 
1870,  but  w^as  reared  and  educated  iu  Vermilion  Township,  where  her 
parents  established  their  liome  when  she  was  a  child.    Her  grandfatlier 
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was  Dr.  L'hark-s  Schroder,  a  uative  of  Kurhesseu,  Germany,  who  came 
to  xVmeriea  a  great  many  years  ago  aud  was  a  well  educated  aiid  highly 
successful  German  physician  and  surgeon.  He  served  as  a  surgeon  in 
the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war  from  1861  to  1865.  He  had 
come  to  America  w-ith  his  wife  and  family  during  the  '40s  and  lived 
first  in  Cleveland  and  later  iu  Lorain  County,  but  he  died  in  Vermilion 
Township  when  eighty-three  years  of  age,  wliile  his  widow  survived 
until  she  attained  the  maximum  age  of  ninety-four.  Mrs.  Will's  par- 
ents were  Gus  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Schroder,  the  former  a  native  of 
Germany  aud  the  latter  of  Brownhelm  Township  of  Lorain  County. 
For  over  thirty  years  the  Schroder  family  have  lived  in  Vermilion 
Township.  Mi's.  Will's  father  was  seventy- five  years  of  age  iu  Decem- 
ber, 1915,  and  her  mother  was  sixty -five  in  November  of  the  same  year. 
Both  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will  are 
likewise  Reformed  Church  people  and  in  politics  he  is  a  democrat. 

Almor  G.  Risden.  For  well  upwards  of  a  century  the  Risden 
family  has  had  its  home  iu  Erie  County.  In  the  various  generations 
they  have  been  people  of  most  excellent  worth,  influence,  and  valuable 
to  the  community  iu  which  they  live.  For  the  greater  part  they  have 
been  farmers,  but  in  whatever  station  of  life  to  which  they  have  been 
called,  they  have  neglected  none  of  the  obligations  imposed  iipou  true 
womanhood  and  manhood  and  citizenship.  Almor  G.  Risden  spent  a 
great  many  years  in  business  affairs  as  a  traveling  salesman,  but  is 
now  enjoying  a  somewhat  more  stationary  form  of  life  and  with  more 
comfort,  though  he  is  still  very  active,  aud  has  a  nice  farm  and  country 
estate  iu  the  Township  of  Vermilion. 

It  was  in  Vermilion  Township  that  he  was  born  June  26.  1860, 
a  sou  of  George  and  Charity  (Goldsmith)  Risden.  His. father  was  born 
iu  New  York  State  and  his  mother  on  Long  Island,  and  the  former  was 
of  Welsh  and  the  latter  of  English  ancestry.  Charity  Goldsmith  came 
to  Erie  County  when  about  oue  year  of  age  with  her  parents  Isaac 
and  Sarah  Goldsmith  from  Long  Island.  Isaac  Goldsmith  and  wife 
spent  the  rest  of  their  days  on  a  farm  along  the  lake  shore  and  died 
when  quite  old  people.  He  was  a  democrat,  and  Mrs.  Goldsmith  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  George  Risden,  the  father,  lost 
his  mother  in  New  York  State  when  he  was  alwut  four  years  of  age,  and 
when  he  was  sixteen  he  accompanied  his  father,  Almor  Risden,  to 
Ohio.  They  made  practically  the  entire  journey  on  foot,  carrying  all 
their  earthly  possessions  on  their  backs.  On  arriving  here  the  father 
and  son  started  out  to  make  a  living,  and  in  the  follo\ring  year  the 
grandfather  was  accidentally  drowned  while  attempting  to  rescue  a 
floating  skiff  in  the  lake.  He  was  at  that  time  forty-four  years  of  age. 
After  George  and  Charity  Risden  were  married,  they  located  on  the 
farm  in  Vermilion  Township  which  he  had  bought  some  time  before. 
They  worked  hard,  lived  simply,  and  in  a  few  years  they  had  pro- 
gressed to  a  point  where  they  were  regarded  as  more  than  able  to  take 
care  of  all  their  obligations.  They  spent  their  last  years  in  the  old 
Pelton  home  on  the  lake  shore,  where  George  Risden  died  in  January, 
1894.  He  was  born  in  1818.  His  widow  died  in  1900.  She  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Almor  G.  Risden  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  five  sons 
and  three  daughters.  All  are  living  except  Amanda  who  died  after 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  M.  C.  Driver  of  Vermilion  Township.  Lilie,  another 
of  the  daughters,  is  the  widow  of  James  Barnes,  and  has  a  son  De  Bee. 
William  lives  in  Walla  Walla,  Washington,  where  he  is  engaged  iu 
coal  mining,  aud  is  married  and  has  tw^o  children  named  Ola  and  Nina. 
Frank  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  railway  foreman  but  is  now  a  farmer 
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ill  \'ci-iiiilioii  Townsliii),  was  twice  married,  and  lias  a  son,  William  W., 
by  his  first  wife  and  two  children,  Ralph  and  Olive,  bj'  the  second  wife. 
James,  who  has  a  nice  farm  in  Vermilion  Township,  married  Clara 
Sickles,  and  their  two  daughters,  Grace  and  Gladys,  are  unusually 
well  educated,  one  of  them  being  a  teacher  and  the  other  a  student  iii 
college.  Next  in  age  to  James  is  Almor  G.  Ann  is  the  wife  of  John 
Sheredd,  a  farmer  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  their  children  are  Bes- 
sie, Charity  and  Lawrence.  George,  Jr.,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Brown- 
helm  Township  of  Lorain  County,  is  married  and  has  an  adopted 
child  named  Helen,  now  a  student  in  the  University  of  Ohio  at  Co- 
lumbus. 

Almor  G.  Risden  gi-ew  up  in  Vermilion  Township  on  the  old  home- 
stead, gained  a  highly  satisfactory  education  in  the  public  schools,  and 
at  an  early  age  launched  himself  intd  practical  affairs  where  he  soon 
proved  master  of  any  situatimi  wlm-li  came  up.  For  twenty  years  he 
traveled  as  a  salesman  for  si-wiiig  luai  liines.  Much  of  this  time  was 
spent  in  the  West.  He  finally  invested  his  savings  in  the  good  farm 
of  forty  acres  along  the  Bartow  Ridge  Road,  and  is  now  prepared  to  take 
life  somewhat  easily.  He  has  a  good  house,  barns,  all  the  facilities 
for  progressive  farming,  and  gets  something  more  than  a  living  from 
the  home  place.     In  addition  he  also  is  a  contractor  for    concrete  work. 

In  Huron  Township  of  this  county  Mr.  Risdeu  married  JMiss  Julia 
Galloway,  daughter  of  the  late  George  Galloway.  ]\Irs.  Risden  was 
born  in  Huron  Township  in  1868  and  acquired  her  education  in  that 
locality.  To  their  marriage  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Myrtle,  on 
June  6,  1886.  She  was  well  reared  and  educated  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  Court  Smith  of  Vermilion  Township.  Mr.  Risden  since  becoming 
a  permanent  resident  of  Vermilion  Township  has  always  interested 
himself  in  local  affairs.  He  is  at  the  present  time  township  health  of- 
ticer,  and  for  ten  years  served  as  truant  officer.  In  politics  he  is  a 
democrat. 

CoNUAD  II.  NuiiN.  Ill  tile  .jutlgiiieiit  of  many  people  of  Vermilion 
Township,  that  township  has  no  more  thrifty  farmer  and  industrial 
citizen  than  Conrad  H.  Nuhn.  He  has  often  succeeded  in  his  under- 
takings where  others  have  failed.  The  home  that  he  has  now  is  a 
notable  instance  of  his  enterprise.  He  took  it  when  it  was  of  little 
value  as  a  farm,  and  by  hard  work,  reorganization,  and  constant  vigi- 
lance, has  effected  a  wonderful  transformation.  ]\Ir.  Nuhn  is  not  only 
a  practical  farmer,  but  for  many  years  has  been  known  to  the  farming 
people  of  Erie  County  through  his  opci'.-itioiis  ;is  a  Ilii-cslnTiium. 

He  was  born  in  Vermilion  Township  Scpiciiilici'  is,  1S62,  grew 
up  in  that  locality,  the  son  of  honest  and  liaidwciikiiig  German  par- 
ents, acquired  a  common  school  education,  and  became  a  practical  worker 
before  reaching  his  majority.  In  1904  he  bought  his  present  farm, 
nearly  one  hundred  acres,  at  Joppa  Corners.  Originally  it  had  been 
a  fine  farm,  excellent  soil,  but  had  been  allowed  to  run  down  and  de- 
teriorate until  it  was  of  little  value  for  regular  cropping.  It  took 
Mr.  Nuhn  less  than  ten  years  to  restore  its  former  fei-tility  and  make 
it  a  model  place  in  all  its  improvements.  He  has  put  up  one  of  the 
best  and  most  perfectly  e(|uipped  barns  in  the  township,  standing  on 
a  foundation  38  by  48  feet.  IJe  also  has  a  good  home  of  seven  rooms, 
surrounded  by  an  attractive  lawn  set  with  some  of  the  old  fashioned 
shade  trees.  He  grows  the  largest  crops  of  staples,  and  keeps  fine  stock, 
including  five  milch  cows,  three  head  of  good  horses,  and  a  number  of 
hogs. 

His  pareiils  were  Osnnis  and  Mary  (Opperi  Nuhn,  who  were  born 
in   Hesse,    (ierinaiiw    were    married   there,    and    al'ter   tlie    l)irtli   of   one 
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son  immigrated  to  tlie  United  States.  It  took  eight  weeks  foi-  the  sail- 
ing vessel  to  carry  them  across  the  ocean,  and  after  landing  they  made 
tlieir  way  westward  to  Vermilion  Township  and  located  among  some 
of  their  former  friends  and  aii|uaiutauces  in  Germany  who  had  arrived 
before  them.  They  wnv  p.  ople  of  very  modest  circumstances,  and 
accepted  whatever  (iiiiMntnnitirs  they  could  fiud  to  make  a  start  as  small 
farmers.  They  later  bought  seventeen  acres  of  laud  not  far  south  of 
the  Nickel  Plate  Railway,  and  in  time  they  built  up  there  an  excellent 
home.  The  father  died  in  1908  at  the  age  of  eighty,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  in  1903  aged  sixty-five.  They  were  German  Reformed 
Church  i^eople  and  in  politics  he  was  a  democrat. 

For  the  past  eighteen  years  Conrad  Nuhn  has  spent  much  of  his 
time  during  the  season  for  that  work  as  a  thresherman.  He  keeps  one 
of  the  best  outfits  in  the  county  and  operates  it  with  a  crew  of  four 
men.  This  has  been  one  of  his  chief  lines  of  work  since  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  but  he  was  in  the  employ. of  others  until  about  eighteen 
years  ago. 

In  1896  in  Vermilion  Township  Mr.  Nuhn  married  Mrs.  Barbara 
Knott.  She'  was  born  iu  Vermilion  Township  November  18,  1872,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  there,  being  a  daughter  of  George  and  Minnie 
(Hildebrand)  Knoeh,  who  were  natives  of  Hesse,  Germany.  They 
crossed  the  ocean  iu  the  same  vessel,  being  three  weeks  on  the  voyage, 
and  were  married  later  in  Vermilion  Township  in  the  Reformed  Church. 
They  started  out  as  farmers  but  Mr.  Knoeh  also  supplied  much  of  the 
livelihood  by  work  iu  a  stone  quarry.  He  finally  rented  and  then 
bought  120  acres,  and  had  converted  it  into  a  fine  farm  before  he  died 
iu  the  fall  of  1905.  The  Knoeh  homestead  was  located  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Erie.  Mrs.  Kuhn  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  when  her  mother 
died,  and  her  father  married  a  second  time,  but  there  w-ere  no  children 
of  the  second  union. 

jMr.  and  Mrs.  Nuhn  are  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
and  in  politics  he  is  a  democrat.  They  have  one  son,  George,  born  No- 
vember 13,  1897,  who  is  an  engineer  and  farmer,  and  is  a  vei'j'  capable 
young  man  who  has  completed  the  work  of  the  local  schools  and  is 
capably  assistiug  his  father.  Mrs.  Nuhn  by  her  foi-mer  marriage  to 
Johu  Knott,  now  deceased,  has  a  daughter.  Pearl  Knott,  born  December 
29,  1894,  who  has  completed  her  education  in  the  public  schools. 

Joseph  Fenton.  What  Joseph  Fenton  has  accomplished  as  a  farmer 
iu  Berlin  Township  is  a  lesson  in  industry,  thrift  and  good  manage- 
ment. From  early  boyhood  he  has  been  schooled  in  the  university  of 
hard  work  and  experience.  He  was  doing  his  part  in  lumber  camps 
and  in  other  hard  work  in  the  East  when  still  a  boy. 

Iu  1902  Mr.  Fenton  bought  his  present  well  ordered  fruit  and 
grain  farm  in  Berlin  Township.  He  owns  68I/2  acres,  beautifully  sit- 
uated, and  highly  improved  and  productive.  In  the  past  fifteen  years 
he  has  placed  most  of  the  improvements  on  the  "farm.  His  principal 
barn  for  stock  and  grain  is  a  substantial  structure  on  a  foundation 
26  by  36  feet  with  16-foot  posts.  The  basement  is  solidly  floored,  and 
it  is  one  of  the  best  adapted  sti'uctures  of  its  kind  found  in  Berlin 
Township.  On  his  farm  are  fourteen  acres  of  orchard,  chiefly  peaches. 
During  the  past  j^ear  he  produced  3,500  bushels  of  peaches,  and  his 
specialty  in  that  fruit  is  the  Lemon  Free.  He  also  grows  large  crops 
of  corn  and  other  staples,  aud  his  yield  of  corn  has  not  infrequently 
been  as  high  as  100  bushels  per  acre.  He  grows  on  his  land  from  two 
hundred  to  three  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes  per  acre.  He  keeps 
enough  stock  to  consume  most  of  his  crop,  and  these  are  of  high  grade. 

]^Ir.    Fenton   was   Vioru   ift   AVarren   County,    Pennsylvania,   June   6, 
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1866,  a  sou  of  Charles  and  Harriet  (Blaekmore)  Penton.  His  father 
was  born  iu  England  and  his  mother  in  Warren  County,  Penusj-lvauia. 
Ou  coming  from  England  Charles  Fentou  located  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
married  his  wife  there.  He  owned  a  small  farm,  but  was  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  the  lumber  industry.  The  record  which  he  made  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war  is  something  which  his  descendants  will  always  cherish. 
He  went  out  with  a  New  York  regiment,  and  was  in  nearly  all  the  en- 
gagements in  which  his  command  participated.  A  list  of  the  battles 
iu  which  he  fought  would  comprise  many  of  the  greatest  in  the  eastern 
theater  of  the  war.  He  was  at  Grant's  headquarters  when  Lee  surren- 
dered at  Appomattox.  He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  face -in  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  twice  while  a  soldier  he  was  captured 
and  spent  some  time  both  in  Libby  and  Andersonville  prisons.  He  was 
exchanged,  and  after  some  months  rejoined  his  regiment.  After  his 
honorable  discharge  he  returned  to  New  York  State,  and  died  there 
when  his  son  Joseph  was  only  eleven  years  of  age.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  two  years  before.  Joseph  Penton  is  the  oldest  in  a  family  of 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  are  married  and  have  homes 
of  their  own.  After  the  death  of  his  parents  Josr^ph  Fi-iitdii  grew  up 
in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox.  He  had  litllr  (iiipnitiiiiity  to  gain 
an  education.  Most  of  his  experience  fi'om  early  (liildlio.id  was  hard 
work.  Por  several  years  he  was  employed  in  the  lumber  camps  at 
Onoville.  When  only  twelve  years  of  age  he  learned  to  drive  oxen,  and 
when  still  quite  a  boy  was  proficient  in  the  rafting  of  logs  down  the 
rivers  iu  the  lumber  district.  He  went  down  the  Allegheny  River 
with  what  is  said  to  have  been  the  last  raft  of  logs  ever  taken  down 
that  stream  from  Western  New  Yoi'k  and  Pennsylvania. 

After  a  variety  of  cxiici-icncc  in  llic  E:isl  ilr.  Penton  came  to  Ohio 
in  1896,  and  bought  twchr  :irrcs  ikiw  iiirludcd  in  his  fine  farm  in  Berlin 
.Township.  To  this  he  added  dth.T  land  as  his  ability  made  that  possi- 
ble, and  there  is  no  better  place  in  the  county  regarded  from  the  point 
of  productiveness  and  quality  of  crops. 

Mr.  Penton  is  a  democrat  in  politics.  He  married  Marilla  Baker 
of  Florence  Township.  Mr.  Penton  has  a  son,  Leo  B.,  born  November 
22,  1902,  and  now  in  the  seventh  grade  of  the  public  schools. 

C.  Henry  Cheery.  A  resident  of  Milan  Township,  with  postoffice 
at  Avery,  Mr.  Cherry  is  nundiered  among  the  prosperous  agriculturists 
of  this  vicinity.  His  life  has  been  one  of  industry  and  the  substantial 
position  he  has  attained  in  the  community  is  the  result  of  his  well-di- 
rected efforts  and  a  thorough  integrity  and  usefulness  in  all  Ins  rela- 
tions. 

His  family  were  among  the  very  early  settlers  of  Erie  County.  JMr. 
Cherry  was  born  in  Milan  Township  September  18,  1849,  a  son  of 
Charles  Cherry,  who  was  born  in  the  first  frame  house  built  at  Milan, 
and  a  grandsnn  nf  William  Cherry,  wlni  was  probably  born  in  Connecti- 
cut. AVilliaiii  ('h.i-i\-  was  nianied  in  the  KasI  and  not  long  afterwards 
came  to  oliio,  settling-  at  Milan,  when-  he  li(inL;ht  a  small  home.  At  that 
time  and  for  several  years  afterwai'tls  land  could  be  bought  in  this 
vicinity  as  low  as  25  to  50  cents  an  acre.  Unfortunately,  he  could  not 
convince  himself  that  an  investment  in  land  so  cheap  would  ever  prove 
jn'olilable,  and  consequently  never  acquired  any  landed  estate.  For 
many  years  he  did  work  at  wages  as  low  as  25  cents  per  day,  and  as  a 
laboring  man  he  spent  most  of  his  active  career.  He  died  when  about 
eighty  years  of  age  and  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  He  and  his  wife,  who 
died  before  him,  lie  side  by  side  in  the  Milan  cemetery.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  very  decided 
whig.     His  children  w(>re :    George,  who  for  a  number  of  years  followed 
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the  mason's  trade,  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in 
Michigan,  returned  safe  and  sound  after  the  war.  married  and  has  a 
family  of  children,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  the  Soldiers'  Home  at  San- 
dusky, aged  about  seventy -five  and  the  only  survivor  of  his  father's 
children.  Hannah  and  Abbie,  both  now  deceased,  died  when  quite  old 
in  Norwalk  and  left  children. 

Charles  Cherry,  father  of  C.  Henry  Cherry,  while  growing  up, 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  subsequently  with  his  brother,  George, 
gained  a  knowledge  of  the  mason's  trade.  He  liked  neither  of  these 
mechanical  occupations,  though  he  was  very  proficient  in  them,  and 
finally  turned  his  entire  attention  to  farming  in  East  Milan,  and  in  this 
way  spent  his  life.  He  died  when  quite  an  old  man,  and  from  early 
youth  had  been  first  a  whig  and  later  a  republican  in  politics.  He  was 
married  in  ^lilan  to  Alvira  Witt.  She  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  came 
to  Milan  when  a  young  girl,  was  educated  in  that  township,  and  was 
a  most  faithful  and  capable  wife  and  mother.  She  died  a  few  weeks 
after  her  husband,  as  a  result  of  paralysis.  For  many  years  both  were 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Charles  Cherry 
and  his  son,  Byron,  both  served  as  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war  during  the 
last  eleven  months  as  members  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. The  son  Byron  was  the  oldest  child  in  the  family  and  at  his 
death  left  two  daughters.  The  second  in  the  family  is  C.  Henry. 
Gusta,  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  is  now  Mrs.  Halstead,  living  at  Swan- 
ton,  Ohio,  and  she  has  been  married  four  times,  and  has  children  by 
her  first  husband,  John  Saudi  rs,  ami  also  one  by  the  second  husband. 
Libby  is  the  wife  of  Ralpli  Sayl.'s,  of  ;\Iilan,  who  is  now  a  retired  farmer 
and  is  serving  as  township  niacliiiiistcr,  and  they  have  a  family  of  three 
sons  living  and  one  daughter,  now  deceased.  William  is  a  mason  by 
trade,  living  at  Norwalk  and  is  married  and  has  a  large  family  of  sons 
and  daughters.  Buford  E.  is  now  in  the  West,  but  his  wife  and  family 
reside  in  Milan.  George,  who  died  about  two  years  ago,  is  survived  by 
his  widow  and  one  child  at  their  old  home  in  CoUinwood,  Ohio.  Burton 
lives  at  Lorain,  Ohio,  is  a  machinist  and  now  department  foreman  in 
the  large  steel  plant  at  that  city,  and  has  two  sons  and  four  daughters. 

In  the  township  which  is  now  his  home  C.  Henry  Cherry  grew  up 
and  gained  his  early  education.  With  the  exception  of  ten  years  as 
livery  man  at  Lorain  he  has  made  his  career  that  of  farmer,  and  since 
1873  has  lived  on  his  beautiful  place  of  fifty-three  acres  not  far  from 
Avery.  With  the  exception  of  the  ground  covered  by  his  buildings 
practically  every  foot  is  under  cultivation.  He  is  an  intensive  farmer, 
practical,  methodical,  industrious,  and  has  made  good  in  every  sense  of 
the  word.  He  has  a  most  attractive  group  of  building  improvements, 
including  a  seven-room  residence,  a  substantial  basement  barn,  and  his 
specialty  as  a  farmer  is  the  feeding  and  dealing  in  life  stock.  He 
handles  several  car  loads  of  cattle,  sheep  and  horses  every  year,  and 
also  conducts  a  plant  for  the  manufacturing  of  pork  products.  He 
kills  a  large  number  of  hogs  every  winter,  and  sells  several  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  their  products. 

On  the  farm  that  he  now  owns  Mr.  Cherry  married  Miss  Euphrasia 
C.  Gerrard.  She  was  born  in  Pei'kins  Township  of  Erie  County,  June 
11,  1842,  and  after  many  years  of  happy  married  life  she  died  at  the 
home  in  Avery  December  19.  1911.  She  grew  up  in  Erie  County, 
graduated  from  Oberlin  College,  and  was  a  woman  of  great  refinement 
and  culture  and  impressed  her  influence  on  many  people  in  her  com- 
munity. Her  parents  were  Garn-t  1!.  ;ni(l  M,ii\-  A.  '^hwkey)  Gerrard. 
Her  mother  was  a  sister  of  Juihjv  .M:ickcy  of  S.milusky.  Her  father 
was  for  some  years  sheriff  in  Erie  Coiiiity.  sulisiiiiuciitly  l)eeame  a  well- 
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to-do  funiier,  owuiug  three  farms,  and  lie  spent  his  last  years  at  Avery. 
The  Gerrard  family  were  amoug  the  best  known  in  Erie  County,  and 
both  Mrs.  Cherry's  parents  were  born  in  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Gei-rard  took 
a  prominent  part  in  republican  party  affairs.  Mr.  Cherry  is  an  attend- 
ant of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Milan,  of  which  his  wife  was 
an  active  worker  until  her  death. 

William  F.  Fichtel.  A  wonderful  transformation  has  taken  place 
in  the  material  prosperity  and  standing  of  William  F.  Fichtel  in  the 
few  years  since  he  came  from  Germany,  a  young  lad  unacquainted 
with  American  ways  and  customs,  and  with  little  to  depend  upon  ex- 
cept his  own  energies  and  ambition  to  give  a  good  account  of  himself 
in  the  world. 

Mr.  Fichtel  is  now  a  well  to  do  and  successful  farmer  in  Vermilion 
Township,  and  manages  a  line  place  of  118  acres  just  west  of  Joppa 
Corners.  This  farm  measures  up  to  the  best  standards  set  in  Erie 
Cdiiiity  agriculture.  Seventy-five  acres  of  it  is  under  the  plow  and 
cacli  season  grows  fine  ci'ops  of  all  the  staples,  with  an  average  of  thirty 
bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre,  tliirty-five  bushels  of  barley,  forty  bushels 
of  oats  and  eighty  bushels  of  corn.  Mr.  Fichtel  feeds  most  of  his 
crops  to  his  own  live  stock,  and  keeps  five  good  milch  cows,  six  head 
of  horses  and  some  hogs.  He  i-ecently  completed  a  substantial  barn 
standing  on  a  foundation  36  by  50  feet  with  14-foot  post,  and  his  home 
is  a  comfortable  and  commodious  house  of  eight  rooms.  He  also  has 
a  good  orchard.  Mr.  Fichtel  has  been  proprietor  of  this  farm  since 
1912,  but  for  the  previous  ten  years  had  managed  it  and  he  bought  it 
front  his  father-in-law,  Christian  Hautt". 

Like  many  of  the  most  progressive  farmer  citizens  found  in  Erie 
Cciuiity.  Mr.  Fichtel  is  a  native  of  Germany,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg 
Octolitr  28,  1876.  His  people  were  hard  working,  thrifty  and  honest 
Germans  and  his  parents  were  Christian  and  Catherine  (Frank)  Fichtel, 
l)oth  natives  of  Sparweisen,  Wurtemberg.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
and  the  parents  spent  all  their  lives  in  their  native  countrj-.  The  father 
died  when  nearly  sixty-four  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  passed  away  when 
about  fifty,  though  her  father  had  lived  to  be  eighty  and  her  mother 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety-six.  Both  branches  of  the  family  were  com- 
municants of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  William  F.  Fichtel  was 
tile  tliird  in  a  family  of  four  children.  His  sister  Barbara,  who  was 
the  tii-st  to  come  to  this  country-,  having  come  over  in  1888,  is  the 
wife  (if  Gottlieb  Werner  of  Huron,  and  they  have  two  sons.  The  son 
(idlllirli,  the  older  brother  of  William  F.,  lives  in  Germany  and  has  a 
laiiiily  of  sous  and  daughtei'S.  The  youngest  child  is  Carl,  also  a  resi- 
dent of  Germany,  and  he  has  a  daughter. 

In  his  native  province  William  F.  Fichtel  grew  to  early  manhood, 
acquired  an  education  after  the  German  customs,  and  had  attained  to 
man's  estate  several  years  before  he  niade  the  venture  which  brought 
him  to  the  New  World.  His  sister  Barbara  in  1900  had  gone  back  to 
visit  her  German  parents,  and  in  1901  when  she  returned  to  America  her 
brother  William  accompanied  her.  After  arriving  in  Huron  lie  soon 
fouml  employment  as  a  fainner  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  witliiii  a 
year  he  married  Miss  Bertha  Hauff. 

Mrs.  Fichtel  was  bom  in  Vermilion  Township  April  21.  187S,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  here.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Christian  IlauiV, 
ami  a  sketcli  of  tlie  worthy  Hauff  family  will  be  found  on  other  pages  of 
this  publication,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Fichtel  are  the  parents  of  six  children : 
Ernest  (',,  born  February  7,  1904,  now  in  the  seventh  grade  of  the 
public  scliools;  Catherine  M,  was  born  September  25,  1905.  and  is  in 
tlie  fifth   grade;  Earl   A.  was  liorn  July   7,   1907,  and   is  in  the  tliird 
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grade;  Frederick  William,  born  July  5,  1908,  has  only  recently  started 
to  school.  The  two  younger  children  are  Henry  Aekennan,  born  Sep- 
tember 6,  1911,  and'Lydia  F.,  born  March  12,  1915.  Mr.  Fichtel  and 
wife  and  the  older  children  are  members  of  the  (iernian  Reformed 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  democrat. 

AxDEEw  A.  ScHOEWE.  ilauv  of  the  leading  and  influential  agri- 
culturists of  Erie  County  have  passed  their  entire  lives  in  the  vicinities 
in  which  they  are  now  making  their  homes,  and  it  is  but  natural  that 
these  men  should  have  an  advantage  over  newcomere  to  the  county,  for 
their  knowledge  of  .soil  and  climatic  conditions  has  been  lifelong  and 
they  are  thus  able  to  direct  their  labors  more  intelligentlj*.  Prominent 
in  this  class  is  Andrew  A.  Schoewe,  of  ilargaretta  Township,  a  pros- 
perous farmer  and  dairyman  and  influential  citizen  of  his  community, 
where  he  was  born  January  1,  1872,  a  son  of  August  F.  and  Johanna 
Schoewe.  The  parents  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  and  Mrs.  Schoewe 
died  a  number  of  years  ago. 

August  F.  Schoewe  came  to  the  United  States  in  1859  and  with  his 
wife  came  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  settling  permanently  in  Margaretta 
Township,  where  he  carried  on  milling  operations  in  the  brick  mill  in 
Margaretta,  which  has  since  been  burned  down.  He  also  worked  in  the 
old  mill  at  Venice,  and  later  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  car- 
ried on  general  operations  in  this  line  for  many  years.  He  was  a  man 
of  industry  and  intelligence,  his  work  being  directed  along  well-defined 
lines,  and  his  success  was  such  that  he  was  able  to  pass  the  declining 
yeare  of  his  life  in  comfortable  retirement.  Mr.  Schoewe  was  the  father 
of  five  children  who  survive,  namely :  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Linder,  of  Sandusky;  Amelia,  who  is  a  resident  of  Margaretta  Town- 
ship; Adeline,  who  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Schoewe,  of  this  township; 
Anna,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Arndt,  of  Sandusky;  and  Andi'ew  A. 
The  father  has  been  a  lifelong  Methodist,  in  the  faith  of  which  chui'ch 
he  carefully  reared  his  children.  In  political  matters  he  has  always 
been  a  republican,  and  while  he  has  not  beeu  a  seeker  for  personal  pre- 
ferment on  his  own  accovint,  he  has  been  active  as  a  worker  in  the  ranks 
of  his  party  and  in  encouraging  progi-essive  and  public-spirited  move- 
ments. He  is  still  the  owner  of  a  handsome  property  in  Margaretta 
Township,  although  he  has  turned  its  operation  over  to  younger  hands. 

Andrew  A.  Schoewe  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Margaretta  Towniship.  and  this  has  since  been  supplemented  by  train- 
ing, experience  and  observation,  so  that  today  he  is  a  well-informed 
man  as  to  all  the  really  important  subjects  of  the  times,  ilore  than 
twenty  years  ago  he  first  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  an  euterpri.se 
which  he  has  built  up  from  modest  beginnings  to  large  proportions, 
and  in  addition  to  this  of  recent  years  has  been  extending  his  ojDera- 
tions  into  the  field  of  cattle  growing  and  dealing,  in  which  he  has  also 
won  well-merited  success.  He  is  considered  an  excellent  judge  of  cattle 
and  horses,  and  as  a  business  man  his  name  is  an  honored  one  in  com- 
mercial and  financial  circles. 

On  December  1,  1896,  Mr.  Schoewe  was  married  to  IMiss  Marguerite 
Coskanet,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  a  member  of  a  family  which 
originated  in  Prance.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Schoewe  are  the  parents  of  three 
children :  Victor  R.,  Clyde  L.  and  Victoria  M.  ]\Ir.  Schoewe  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Sandusky,  and  is  politi- 
cally a  republican.  He  is  public-spirited  and  a  friend  of  education, 
and  during  his  long  residence  here  has  unquestionably  won  the  con- 
fidence of  his  neighbors,  acquaintances  and  many  friends  in  ^Margaretta 
Township. 


1102  IlISTOKY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

Nicholas  Eeifert.  The  value  of  such  a  life  as  was  lived  by  the 
late  Nicholas  Reifert  cannot  be  overestimated,  since  its  influence  may 
be  observed  in  a  community  long  after  the  individual  has  passed  away. 
If  a  stretch  of  highway  has  been  made  possible,  a  tract  of  land  cleared 
of  the  dense  forest  with  which  it  was  encumbered,  a  new  business  or 
industry  started  in  his  locality  through  his  energetic  efforts — a  man 
has  not  lived  in  vain. 

A  large  circle  of  old  friends  and  acquaintances  felt  a  deep  sense  of 
personal  loss  in  the  death  of  Nicholas  Reifert  which  occurred  December 
29,  1914.  He  died  at  the  RfilVrt  homestead  on  the  Risden  Road  in 
Vermilion  Township,  on  the  I'.iiiu  wlirre  his  own  productive  •  efforts 
had  been  accompanied  by  nuiny  seasons  of  growth  and  fruitage,  and 
where  he  himself  was  born  on  Alarch  22,  1851.  He  was  a  good  farmer, 
a  good  neighbor,  and  left  an  honored  name  to  his  descendants. 

Both  his  grandfather,  Nicholas  Reifert,  and  his  father,  John  Reifert, 
were  born  in  Germany.  John  Reifert  married  in  Germany  Ann  E.  Hart. 
Their  tirst  child  Margaret  was  born  in  Germany.  In  1850  John  Reifert 
and  wife  and  daughter,  accompanied  by  his  parents,  Nicholas  and  wife, 
came  to  tlie  United  States  and  from  New  York  proceeded  west  as  far 
as  Vermilion  Township  in  Erie  County,  where  they  settled  on  a  farm 
which  Nicholas  Reifert  developed  from  the  wild  conditions.  Nicholas 
Reifert  was  past  sixty  years  oi  age  when  he  died,  and  his  widow  lived 
to  he  ninety -two.  The.y  were  people  of  great  vitality  and  lioth  physical 
and  mental  strength.  John  Reifert,  w'ho  was  the  only  son  of  his  pa-rents, 
had  a  sister,  Anna  C,  who  became  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Will,  of  the 
well  known  Will  family  of  Vermilion  Township.  John  Reifert  finally 
came  to  own  the  old  homestead,  and  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1893 
when  past  sixty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  accidentally  killed  while 
walking  home  on  the  tracks  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern 
Railroad.  His  first  wife  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  He  married 
for  his  second  wife  Eva  E.  Krapp,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
who  died  in  1903  when  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  Both  were  members 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

The  late  Nicholas  Reifert  was  married  in  Brownhelm  Township  of 
Lorain  County  to  Miss  Mary  Catherine  Leimbach.  She  was  born  in 
that  township  February  12,  1862,  and  attended  the  local  schools 
there  through  the  ei'^litli  ui-adc  Mrs.  Reifert  has  been  a  devoted 
mother  and  wife,  ami  ^lie  (hsrixcs  much  credit  for  having  made  and 
maintained  the  tine  lioinrshNid  in  Vermilion  Township  where  she  now 
resides.  Iler  parents  were  Henry  and  Anna  C.  (Kort)  Leimbach,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Kurhessen,  Gennany.  Her  father  came  to  the 
United  States  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  her  mother  at  fourteen.  They 
had  known  each  otli.r  bark  in  (li-rniany  and  as  their  respective  families 
located  in  Brownlirlm  Townshiii  of  l.orain  County,  they  renewed  their 
acquaintance  and  siilis.(|ncnlly  niaiaicd.  Later  they  moved  to  Woods 
County,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Leimbach  secui-ed  land  direct  from  the  gov- 
ernment near  New  Rochester.  He  improved  this  land  and  finally  sold 
out  to  considerable  advantage  and  returned  to  Brownhelm  Township. 
He  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  there,  in  comfort  and  plenty, 
and  on  December  15,  1914,  was  eighty-three  years  of  age.  Ills  wife 
passed  away  December  23,  1910,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 

To  the  "marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reifert  were  born  five  children: 
Henry,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Vermilion  Township  along  the  lake  shore, 
married  Cora  Thompson  of  Cleveland,  and  their  children  are  Ethel. 
Frederick  and  Franklin.  John,  the  second  son,  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years  as  a  result  of  being  kicked  by  a  horse.  Anna  is  the  wife 
of  Auuust  A.  Zilch  of  Cleveland,  and  they  now  make  their  home  in  the 
Citv  of  Toledo  and  have  two  children,  Dorothy  M.  and  Lneilc  V. 
]j.  Franklin  is  now  his  niollier's  capable  nninawr  of  the  home  farm,  and 
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works  its  fields  on  the  shares.  The  youugest  child  Margaret  has  beeu  well 
educated,  as  were  her  brothers  aud  sisters,  and  is  still  at  home.  The 
late  ilr.  Reifert  was  continued  when  a  child  in  the  Reformed  Church 
and  ilrs.  Reifert  and  the  children  are  members  of  the  same  faith. 

AVjll.\rd  Bukrows.  For  more  than  half  a  century  a  resident  of 
Erie  County,  Willard  Burrows  has  spent  his  active  career  as  a  progres- 
sive farmer  in  Florence  Township.  He  has  enjoyed  the  best  elements 
of  success,  having  acquired  a  good  home,  having  given  his  family  the 
comforts  of  living  and  education,  and  having  steered  an  honorable  and 
straightforward  course  throughout  his  own  career. 

His  birth  occurred  in  New  York  State  April  23,  1850.  His  father, 
Andrew  Burrows,  was  boni  in  the  same  state  April  29,  1809,  and  when 
lie  grew  up  took  up  the  trade  of  cabinet  making  and  combined  it  with 
farming.  He  was  married  in  New  York  to  JMai-y  Etta  Brunson,  who 
was  born  April  4,  1813.  While  they  lived  in  New  York  three  children 
were  born  to  them.  The  son  Doane  was  born  in  1845,  the  daughter  died 
in  infancy,  and  the  other  was  Willard.  For  a  short  time  during  the 
infancy  of  Willard  Burrows  the  family  lived  in  Pennsylvania.  In 
1865  they  came  to  Erie  County,  and  bought  laud  in  Florence  Township. 
On  the  old  farm  there  Andrew  Burrows  passed  away  in  1891,  having 
survived  his  ^^■ife  by  a  number  of  years.  Andrew  Burrows  was  three 
times  married,  the  mother  of  Willard  was  his  second  wife  and  the  only 
one  who  bore  liim  children.  Doane  Burrows,  who  is  now  deceased,  mar- 
ried Kate,  daughter  of  Rev.  Nathan  Slielmadine,  who  is  also  deceased. 
They  left  three  sons,  all  of  whom  live  in  Pennsylvania,  named  Arthur, 
David  and  Earl  and  all  three  are  connected  with  the  oil  industry. 

Willard  Burrows  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
Florence  Township.  He  grew  to  manhood  here,  and  finished  his  edii- 
eation  in  the  local  schools.  His  career  has  been  that  of  a  successful 
farmer,  and  his  present  homestead  comprises  seventy-four  acres.  His 
house,  built  under  his  own  direction,  is  an  eight-room  residence,  and  it 
is  surrounded  by  a  number  of  substantial  farm  Imildings.  He  has  made 
his  farm  both  the  scene  of  productive  enterprise  and  an  attractive  and 
comfortable  place  to  live.  While  he  is  classified  as  a  general  farmer 
he  raises  a  great  deal  of  high  grade  fruit. 

In  the  Hills  Comers  community  on  Hill  Street  in  Florence  Town- 
ship Mr.  Burrows  married  Miss  R.  Isabel  Hill.  She  was  born  on  the 
old  Hill  homestead,  and  seventeen  acres  of  that  old  farm  is  now  in- 
cluded in  the  Burrows  farm  of  seventy-four  acres.  She  was  born  July 
8,  1852,  and  has  spent  all  her  life  on  this  farm.  Mrs.  Burrows  belongs 
to  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  families  of  Erie  County.  Her 
grandparents  were  David  E.  and  Phoebe  (Brundage)  Hill,  both  natives 
of  New  York  State,  where  they  married,  and  where  their  son,  John 
Wesley  Hill,  father  of  Mi-s.  Burrows,  was  born  November  16,  1822. 
Tlie  latter  was  still  a  small  boy  when  the  familj^  came  to  Erie  County. 
They  made  the  journey  overland,  with  wagons  and  ox  teams,  progi'essing 
tediously  over  rough  roads  and  crossing  swollen  streams.  The  family 
located  in  the  forest  district  around  the  Village  of  Florence,  and  after 
making  some  improvements  there  moved  to  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Hills  Coniers  community  on  the  Hill  Road.  There  David  Hill  ac- 
quired three  or  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  improved  it,  and  by  his 
energy  and  enterprise  gave  his  name  to  a  community  and  also  to  one 
of  the  important  thoroughfares  of  Erie  County.  He  and  his  wife  spent 
the  rest  of  their  years  on  the  old  farm,  and  were  highly  esteemed  mem- 
bers of  the  community.  David  Hill  was  largely  self  cdnciti'd,  but  all 
his  life  was  a  great  reader,  and  it  is  said  that  he  niuM  ir|ir:it  entire 
chapters  of  the  Bi])le  from  memory.  He  and  bis  wilV  were  wrv  active 
members  and  supporters  of  the  Methodist  Church.     David  Hill  was 
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iiiiiety-seveu  years  of  age  when  he  died,  ami  until  witliia  a  few  years 
before  his  death  had  been  able  to  read  without  the  aid  of  glasses.  He 
was  of  a  long  lived  generation.  His  father  before  him  was  108  years 
old  wlien  he  died  and  the  gi'audfather  attained  the  remarkable  age  of 
124.  L»avid  Hill  was  through  the  War  of  1812  as  a  soldier.  John 
Wesley  Hill  married  Charlotte  E.  Swartwood,  daughter  of  Eben- 
ezer  bwartwood.  iShe  was  born  April  8,  1824.  After  their  marriage 
John  W.  Hill  and  wife  lived  for  a  few  years  at  Joppa,  and 
then  located  on  a  part  of  the  old  Hill  homestead,  where  ultimately 
they  enjoyed  the  possession  of  nearly  two  hundred  acres  of  tine  laud. 
They  were  very  active  people  in  their  community,  and  stood  for  the 
best  things  in  life.  Both  died  in  1887,  Mrs.  Hill  on  April  10  and  her 
husband  on  April  20.  No  one  was  more  entitled  to  and  enjoyed  greater 
respect  and  esteem  in  the  community  than  "Uncle  John  Hill,"  as  he 
was  known.  They  were  closely  identified  with  the  organization  of  the 
Joppa  Methodist  Church,  and  Uavid  Hill  had  also  been  one  of  its 
officers  and  most  active  supporters.  John  AV.  Hill  was  a  republican, 
but  took  little  part  in  politics. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burrows  are  justly  proml  of  their  fine  family  of 
children.  Mary  E.,  the  oldest,  was  born  April  7,  1873,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Joseph  K.  Riblet,  and  they  live  in  Michigan,  and  have  children 
named  Lynn,  Isabel,  Josephine  and  Margaret.  Lewis  M.  Burrows, 
who  was  born  November  28,  1875,  and  is  now  foreman  of  the  paint 
gang  for  the  Nickel  Plate  Railway,  living  at  Cleveland,  first  married 
Mabel  Summei's,  and  her  only  child,  Lucile,  now  lives  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Willai-d  liiirrnws.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  at  Westville, 
New  York,  illi/iilMtli  P^dge,  who  was  a  veiy  competent  trained  nurse, 
and  the  romaiiiT  which  ended  in  their  marriage  was  the  result  of  her 
saving  his  life  during  a  very  hai'd  siege  of  sickness.  Elmer  D.  Burrows 
is  the  active  manager  of  his  father's  farm,  and  by  his  marriage  to 
Lena  Losey  has  one  son,  Charles  W.  John  W.,  born  March  6,  1880,  is 
a  painter  by  trade,  lives  in  Florence  Township,  and  b3'  his  marriage 
to  Winifred  N.  Summers  has  two  children.  Lisle  W.  and  Rhoda  E. 
Myrtle  M.  is  the  wife  of  Dell  Smith,  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Florence 
Township  and  have  children  named  Dorothy  C.  and  Bernice  Grace. 
Mr.  Burrows  and  sons  are  prohibitionists  in  polities.  Mr.  and  Sirs. 
Burrows  are  among  the  leaders  in  the  local  congregation  of  the  Ad- 
ventist  Church. 

GoTTLEiB  H.  Knott.  Every  family  constitutes  a  unit  in  the  social 
fabric  of  Erie  County.  Most  of  these  units  are  self-sustaining.  A  very 
few  are  liabilities  instead  of  assets  of  the  community.  Still  others  are 
not  only  able  to  look  out  for  themselves  but  bear  a  substantial  and  in- 
fluential part  in  the  advancement  and  progress  of  the  community  of 
which  they  are  a  part.  In  this  latter  class  .should  be  mentioned  the 
Knott  family,  which  for  many  years  has  been  identified  with  Erie 
Coiinty,  and  a  vigorous  young  representative  of  which  is  flottlcib  II. 
Knott,   of  Vermilion   Township. 

He  was  born  on  the  farm  now  owned  in  Vermilion  Townshi])  on 
November  2,  1879.  lie  has  spent  all  his  brief  career  in  this  one  locality, 
and  received  his  education  at  Joppa  Corners.  For  the  past  two  years 
he  has  owned  the  old  homestead  of  fifty-one  acres.  This  comprises 
land  highly  improved  and  very  valuable,  adapted  to  the  growing  of 
all  kinds  of  grain,  potatoes  and  apples.  Since  Mr.  Knott  took  posses- 
sion he  has  completed  a  fine  new  barn  on  a  foundation  36  by  50  feet 
with  Ifi-foot  posts.  The  floor  is  all  cement  and  the  strncture  is  well 
aiTanged  and  equipped  having  accommodations  for  twelve  bead  of  cattle 
and  four  head  of  liorscs  and  space  for  grain  and  hay.  Mr.  Knott  and 
family   reside   in    an    attractive   seven-room    house,    two   storii's,    nicely 
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painted  aud  comfortable  both  iuside  and  out.  Mr.  Kuott  gets  most  oi 
liis  reveiiues  tlirougli  liis  live  stoek,  aud  lie  lias  beeu  very  successtul  m 
handling  this  branch  of  farm  husbandly.  He  keeps  goou  grades  of 
horses,  cattle  aud  hogs. 

He  is  a  son  of  Uottleib  and  Anna  (Koenig)  Knott,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  aud  of  old  German  families.  They  were 
still  single  when  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  came  over 
when  most  of  the  boats  crossing  the  Atlantic  were  sailing  vessels.  They 
came  on  west  to  Ohio  and  were  married  in  Vermilion  'township  where 
they  started  out  as  farmers  on  the  very  land  now  owned  by  tueir  son 
Gottleib.  They  were  industrious  aud  thrifty  people,  very  honorable 
in  all  their  relations,  and  were  highly  esteemed  as  long  as  they  lived. 
The  father  died  April  11,  1905,  lacking  only  oue  day  of  being  seventy- 
three  yeai-s  of  age.  His  widow  passed  away  at  the  same  home  on  April 
28,  1914,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  They  were  both  active  members 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church  at  Mittewauga  on  the  lake  shore  and 
did  much  to  keep  up  that  organization  and  for  mauy  years  the  father 
was  an  official  and  held  the  post  of  trustee  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
In  politics  he  was  a  democrat  from  the  time  he  cast  his  first  American 
vote. 

Gottleib  H.  Kuott  is  oue  of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  still 
living.  Seven  of  these  are  married,  aud  five  have  children.  Gottleib  H. 
Knott  was  married  at  Berlin  Heights  to  Mrs.  Bertha  L.  (Kelble)  Baker. 
She  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Huron  County,  Ohio,  June  14,  188.5.  She 
was  reared  in  Milan  aud  in  Berlin  Heights  and  received  most  of  her 
education  in  Erie  County.  Her  parents  were  Joseph  and  Louise  (Beck) 
Kelble,  both  of  German  parentage.  They  were  married  in  Huron 
County  but  spent  most  of  their  lives  in  Erie  County.  The  father,  who 
was  a  farmer  and  butcher,  died  in  1909  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  and  her 
mother  is  still  living  in  Berlin  Township.  Mrs.  Knott  by  her  first  mar- 
riage to  Bert  Baker,  now  deceased,  has  two  children,  Louisa  and  Ruth. 
Mr.  aud  Mi"S.  Kuott  are  both  church  members,  she  of  the  Berlin  Heights 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  he  of  the  German  Reformed  Church 
at  Mittewauga,  Vermilion  Township.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  and 
has  been  honored  by  several  positions  in  the  township  goveinmeut. 

Christian  Schatz.  Oue  of  the  best  kciit  J'ai-ms  in  Vermilion  Towji- 
ship  along  the  lake  shore  is  owned  l)y  (  luistiaii  Schatz.  He  is  one  of 
the  German  born  inhabitants  of  Erie  (  dunty  who  started  life  as  a 
renter  and  by  much  thrifty  ecouomy  and  self-sacrifice  has  won  a  com- 
petence. He  is  a  man  who  has  beeu  successful  by  keeping  everlastingly 
at  it.  His  farm  is  well  improved,  grows  large  crops,  and  he  keeps 
some  of  the  best  of  live  stock. 

Born  in  Prussia  December  20,  1869,  he  is  a  son  of  Michael  and 
Mary  (Stigar)  Schatz,  who  were  also  natives  of  Prussia  and  of  old 
German  aucestry.  After  their  marriage  they  lived  on  a  small  farm 
in  Germany,  and  while  there  two  children  were  born  to  them,  Christian 
and  Catherine.  In  1871  this  little  family  together  with  the  wife's 
parents  set  out  for  America.  From  New  York  City  they  came  on  west 
to  Ohio,  lauded  at  Sandu.sky,  aud  the  following  year  lived  on  Kelly's 
Island.  They  next  moved  to  Huron  Town.ship,  where  for  some  years 
they  rented  land,  and  then  coming  to  Vermilion  Township  bought  the 
Mittewauga  farm.  That  was  the  home  for  man.y  years,  and  the  father 
by  much  industry  provided  for  his  household  and  accumulated  some- 
thing against  old  age.  Selling  out  the  forty  acres  he  owned  thei-e  lie 
next  bought  a  fine  place  of  eighty-six  acres,  and  he  aud  his  wife  still 
live  there,  hale  and  hearty  people,  who  apparently  have  much  before 
them  in  tlie  world,  since  the  father  is  sixty-eight  and  the  mother  sixty- 
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five.  Tlie.y  are  ineuibers  of  the  Evangelical  Cliureli  ami  in  polities  be 
is  a  democrat. 

It  was  on  the  old  home  in  Yermilion  Township  that  Christian 
ISehatz  grew  to  manhood.  His  education  came  from  the  local  schools, 
and  on  arriving  at  years  of  maturity  he  started  out  for  himself  as  a 
renter.  This  he  kept  up  for  some  years,  and  finally  was  able  to  invest 
in  a  home  of  his  own.  In  1903  he  bought  a  beautiful  farm  of  eighty- 
five  acres  along  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  and  the  Barnes  Highway 
in  the  same  township.  With  the  exception  of  twelve  acres  of  timber 
^dl  of  this  land  is  under  cultivation.  His  home  is  a  seven-room  house 
paiiiti  (I  white  with  green  trimmings,  and  near  by  is  a  large  barn  on  a 
f(iuinh(liiiii  :!()  by  60  feet,  well  adapted  for  stock  and  grain.  Among 
iitliii-  stock  ^Ir.  Schatz  keeps  four  dairy  cows.  He  was  married  in 
llenrietla  Township  of  Lorain  County  to  Elizabeth  M.  Pipjjert.  She 
was  born  in  North  Amherst  of  Lorain  County  January  11,  1872,  and 
grew  up  and  received  hpr  education  there.  Her  parents,  Conrad  and 
Barbara  (Hildebrand)  Pippert  were  natives  of  Kurhessen,  Germany, 
grew  up  there,  and  when  still  young  people  came  to  the  United  States. 
The  sailing  vessel  on  which  they  crossed  encountered  rough  seas  and 
was  twelve  weeks  on  the  voyage.  When  they  landed  in  New  York 
City  they  were  almost  starved.  Prom  there  they  came  to  Amherst 
in  Lorain  County,  married  there,  and  then  located  on  a  small  farm  at 
North  Amherst.  Some  years  later  they  moved  to  Henrietta  Township 
in  the  same  county  and  bought  the  tract  of  land  on  which  the  parents 
lived  out  the  rest  of  their  honored  and  industrious  lives.  Her  father 
died  April  1,  1905,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  and  her  mother  on  Oc- 
tober. 27,  1912,  aged  sixty-six.  They  were  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church  and  in  politics  he  was  a  democrat. 

Mr.  and  INIrs.  Schatz  have  two  children :  Carl  William,  born  January 
30,  1902,  and  now  in  the  sixth  grade  of  the  public  schools;  and  Helen 
B.,  born  Jidy  2,  1907.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schatz  are  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  Churcli,  and  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  T'epublican 
party. 

Comfort  H.  Ruggles.  Among  the  families  who  are  celebrating  or 
have  the  privilege  of  celebrating  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
arrival  of  their  ancestors  in  this  section  of  Northern  Ohio  is  included 
the  Ruggles  family,  a  name  th;it  v,as  (ii'st  planted  in  the  wilds  of  Huron 
County  on  the  Connecticut  Fiichiiuls  v.ry  shortly  after  the  close  of  the 
War  of  1812.  It  was  a  descemlant  of  this  old  and  prosperous  and  influ- 
ential family  who  for  ;nany  years  lived  in  the  near  vicinity  of  Milan 
Village,  where  his  widow-,  Mrs.  Ruggles,  still  resides. 

The  late  Comfort  H.  Ruggles  was  born  in  Ridgefield  Township  of 
Huron  County,  November  18,  1841,  and  died  December  31,  1908,  at 
his  home  on  the  crown  of  the  Ruggles  hill  overlooking  the  Huron  River 
and  for  many  years  known  as  "Hill  Top,"  where  Mrs.  Ruggles  has 
spent  most  of  her  life  since  birth. 

The  grandparents  of  the  late  Mr.  Ruggles  were  Eden  and  Artemecia 
(Jackson)  Ruggles.  They  were  both  born  in  Connecticut.  The  grand- 
father was  born  at  Brookfield  in  Fairfield  County,  iMay  13.  1766,  and 
his  wife  was  born  in  the  same  locality  March  12,  1771.  Both  were  of 
Kcvnlntionary  stock,  and  thej'e  was  a  Cfqit.  -Tnsepli  Rncsrles  who  dis- 
1int;iiislicd  himself  as  a  soldier  in  the  stniirtzli'  I'oi-  iihlr]),iMlrn(M\     Eden 

l>'ii'_'^dcs  and  wife  were  married  at  Danlnii'.w  t'm itii-ut,  ^Ia\-  20,  1790, 

and  aftei'ward  they  removed  to  Pennsylvania.  .Alust  of  their  chil- 
dren, eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  were  born  in  Connecticut.  It 
was  during  the  years  1816-17  that  the  various  members  of  this  family, 
either  singly  or  in  small  parties,  found  their  way  out  from  PennsylvaTiia 
to  the  firelands  in  Huron  County,  Ohio.     They  were  a  people  well  fitted 
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i'or  pioneers,  had  the  New  England  eonseienee,  the  rugged  virtues  which 
have  always  distinguished  the  people  from  that  seetiou,  and  were  there- 
fore naturally  intluential  in  the  formative  period  of  a  new  settlement, 
and  did  their  part  well  in  the  material  development.  Eden  Ruggles 
and  wife  both  followed  their  sons  into  Huron  County,  and  he  died  thei-o 
January  19,  1855,  and  his  widow  on  January  29,  186-4.  They  were  both 
people  of  Christian  ideals  and  virtues,  and  among  other  accomplish- 
ments they  were  fine  singers,  and  had  sung  in  the  church  choirs  at 
Daubury,  Connecticut,  and  in  churches  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  It 
is  due  these  people  that  some  brief  record  should  be  made  of  their 
children,  most  of  whom  were  subse(iuently  identified  with  Northern 
Ohio.  Aurelia,  born  in  1791  and  died  in  1880,  left  a  family  of  eleven 
children.  Joseph,  born  October  4,  1792,  afterwards  moved  West,  and 
died  there.  Sarah,  born  October  18,  1794,  married  a  Mr.  Drake  of 
Huron  County,  and  both  lived  as  farmers  in  that  section  the  rest  of  their 
lives,  being  represented  by  descendants.  Daniel,  born  December  23, 
1796,  spent  all  his  life  as  a  farmer  in  Hni'on  County,  and  also  had  a 
family.  Polly,  born  February  14,  1799,  married  Benjamin  Jackson,  and 
she  died  while  accompanying  her  husband  and  others  in  a  wagon  train 
to  California  in  1864,  her  death  occurring  at  Carson  Valley  near  Cali- 
fornia, and  her  husband  later  died  in  the  same  state,  while  some  of  their 
sons  are  still  living  there  and  well  to  do  and  prosperous.  Peter,  born 
November  10,  1801,  spent  his  life  in  Ohio,  married  there,  and  died 
October  25,  1855.  Martin  Luther,  the  next  in  the  family,  is  mentioned 
in  tlie  following  paragraph.  Salmon,  born  January  27,  1806,  and  died 
February  7,  1866,  left  children  by  his  marriage  to  Rebecca  Nicinan. 
and  these  children  are  all  now  living  in  the  West.  Orrin,  born  Septem- 
ber 2,  1808,  and  died  at  :\Iilan  December  29,  1898,  married  Sarah  Nie- 
raan,  who  at  her  death  left  several  children.  William  A.,  liorn  Novem- 
ber 17.  1811,  moved  to  Chicago,  lost  his  property  there  in  the  great  fire 
of  1871.  afterwards  went  out  to  California  and  died  in  that  state  August 
1,  1889.  Eli  H.,  l)orn  January  22,  1814,  was  three  times  married,  liut 
had  no  surviving  children  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  December,  1877. 

Martin  Luther  Ruggles,  who  was  born  in  Brookfield  Township,  Fair- 
field County,  Connecticut,  November  13,  1803,  was  still  a  boy  when  the 
family  eame  to  Huron  County.  Like  some  of  his  brothers,  he  learned 
the  trade  of  shij)  carpenter  in  and  around  the  Milan  shipyards,  and 
followed  that  as  a  regular  vocation  for  many  years.  He  also  secured 
a  fine  tract  of  land  in  Ridgefield  Township  of  Huron  County,  and  that 
was  the  scene  of  the  family  activities  for  many  years.  He  died  in  that 
towniship  December  1,  1850,  when  still  in  the  prime  of  life.  His  children 
were  still  young,  but  he  left  them  the  heritage  of  a  good  name  as  well 
as  some  possessions  which  would  keep  them  in  material  comfort.  Martin 
L.  Ruggles  married  Fidelia  Webb.  She  was  born  in  Pompey,  New 
York,  September  25,  1808,  and  died  January  9,  1894,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter  in  Clyde,  Ohio.  She  was  still  a  young  woman  W'hen  she 
came  to  Ohio,  and  during  nearly  all  her  life  had  been  a  zealous  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Ruggles  was  first  a  whig  and  later  a  repub- 
lican. In  their  family  were  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, and  the  late  Comfort  Ruggles  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  Of 
these  children  Carlton  is  a  retired  business  man  and  contractor  living 
now  in  California,  and  has  children  by  his  two  marriages.  Emily  T., 
another  of  the  children,  is  the  widow  of  Edwin  L.  Perry,  has  a  large 
family  of  sons  and  daughters,  and  lives  in  North  Fairfield,  Ohio.  Belle 
is  the  wife  of  Arthur  L.  Clark,  who  is  now  business  representative  at 
Clyde,  Ohio,  of  a  nursery  establishment. 

The  late  Comfort  H.  Ruggles  was  well  reared  and  educated  and 
every  feature  of  his  career  was  such  as  to  redound  to  his  credit.  He 
attended  the  Milan  High  School  and  also  the  normal  school,  and   for 
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a  number  of  years  eoiiibined  work  at  a  mechanical  trade  with  the  capable 
direction  of  his  farm  interests.  For  many  years  he  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  and  also  filled  other  local  positions.  During  Presi- 
dent Harrison's  administration  he  was  postmaster  at  llilan.  He  was 
quite  a  factor  in  local  republican  politics,  and  in  Alasonry  was  probably 
one  of  the  best  jsosted  men  and  active  workers  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  He  tilled  the  higliest  offices  in  the  Masonic  Lodge,  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  and  Council  at  Norwalk. 

On  November  28,  Thanksgiving  Day,  1867,  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
now  known  as  Hill  Top,  near  Lilian,  Comfort  H.  Ruggles  and  Miss 
Charlotte  H.  Merry  were  united  in  bonds  that  remained  unbroken  for 
more  than  forty  years.  Mrs.  Ruggles  was  born  April  1,  1844,  on  the 
very  place  where  she  now  has  her  home.  She  grew  up  and  received 
her  education,  and  the  scenes  which  influenced  her  early  childhood  have 
been  with  her  through  the  associations  of  old  age.  Her  parents  were 
Samuel  and  Cordelia  (Baker)  Merry.  Her  father  was  born  at  Mentor, 
Ohio,  June  27,  1811,  and  died  December  14,  1883.  Her  mother  was  born 
at  Vernon  in  Tolland  County,  Connecticut,  October  13,  1816,  and  died 
March  21,  1875.  A  week  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  jMerry  moved 
to  the  Ruggles  Hill  and  occupied  what  is  now  Hill  Top  near  Milan  Vil- 
lage. Mrs.  Ruggles'  father  was  one  of  the  managers  of  the  old  Ebenezer 
Merry  Mills  at  Milan  and  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  firm 
during  his  father's  life  and  assumed  the  greater  part  of  the  responsibility 
after  his  death.  Other  references  to  the  Merrv  familv  and  their  activities 
will  be  found  on  otlicr  pa-vs  in  tli.'  sk.Mcb  nV  Cluirlrs  O.  Merry.  After 
the  mills  wciv  rldsnl  ,l(,\vii  Air.  .Mcii'n  ,lrv(.ir,l  1 1  Is  a  1 1  r  1 1 1  iou  to  tlie  ralsiug 
of  fancy  ixiiilliy  un  tlic  Will  'I'dp  placf,  and  tlial  lircaiiir  noted  throughout 
Brie  County  for  its  splendid  products.  While  still  living  there  and 
engaged  in  those  activities  he  passed  away.  Mr.  Merry  was  a  man  of 
unusual  business  ability  until  continued  ill  health  made  it  necessary  for 
him  fo  ri'IiiKiuish  an  active  part  in  the  management  of  his  affairs.  ]Mrs. 
Ruij'^lcs'  latlici-  was  of  a  very  retiring  nature,  and  some  people  consid- 
ered liini  aiisii'i-e  in  manner.  He  was  positive  in  his  belief  and  always 
lived  true  to  liis  ideals.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican,  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  I'l.  sliytriians. 

IMrs.  Kiiiiulrs  siiirr  the  death  of  her  husband  has  continued  to  occupy 
and  look  after  the  beautiful  Hill  Top  place.  She  is  a  lovable  woman 
and  has  exemplified  the  beautiful  truths  of  the  Christian  religion  in 
her  home  and  in  her  associations  with  the  conimunity.  She  and  her 
family  are  attendants  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  sons  arc 
republican  voters.  A  brief  record  of  the  five  cliildren  will  appro- 
priately close  this  article. 

Bertha  Evelyn  was  graduated  from  the  Milan  High  School  and 
Normal,  taught  school  for  several  years,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Roy  E. 
Webb.  ilr.  Webb  was  born,  reared  and  educated  at  North  Fairfield  in 
Huron  County,  and  completed  liis  edin-atiiiii  under  his  father,  Ezra  H. 
Webb,  who  served  as  snuei-iiiteialeiit  of  srlieols  in  many  cities  in 
Northern  Ohio  and  is  still  pi'dniiia-nt  in  ediieatioiial  affairs  in  the  state. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webb  now  live  at  Toledo,  where  he  is  identified  with  the 
Wells  Fargo  &  Company's  Express  in  that  city.  Their  children  are: 
Donald  Ruggles.  who  was  born  March  17,  1903,  and  is  now  in  (he 
seventh  grade  of  school ;  and  Charlotte  Lucy,  born  May  10,  1910. 

Howard  W.,  the  second  child,  born  July  25,  1870,  is  now  a  printer 
living  at  Norwalk,  Ohio.  By  his  marriage  to  Laura  Remington  he  has 
a  daughter  Eleanor  Bertene,  born  September  1,  1903. 

Archie  Walter,  born  July  24,  1872,  lives  at  home  with  his  moth(>r 
and  is  a  buver  and  silent  partner  in  the  firm  of  Loekwood,  Smith  &  Co., 
gen.'ral  mcVchants  at  Milan.  He  graduated  from  the  :\lilan  Ili-li 
Sciidnl  in   1S!(4  and  is  still  Hniiiarried. 
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Evertoii  George,  born  September  1,  1874,  was  graduated  from  the 
.Milan  High  School  in  1895,  and  is  now  cashier  of  the  Farmers  & 
Citizens  Banking  Company  of  Milan.  He  married  Harriet  Lewis  of 
Cleveland. 

Kent  P.,  born  June  26,  1880,  was  graduated  from  the  Milan  High 
School  in  1898,  and  is  now  correspondent  for  the  Goodrich  Rubber 
^Company  of  Akron.  He  married  Bessie  James,  and  they  have  a  son 
Arthur  James,  born  June  22,  1914.    His  home  is  at  Cuyahoga  Palls. 

Robert  W.  Worden.  Among  the  departments  of  sei-vice  in  the  great 
railroad  corporations  one  of  more  than  ordinary  importance  is  that  which 
deals  with  the  inspection  of  weights  and  freight.  In  this  branch  of 
service'  is  inaiiitaini'd  wliat  is  known  as  the  Joint  Rate  Inspection  Bureau, 
whose  imi'iiiIh  rs  must  hr  men  of  intelligence  and  accuracy,  energy  and 
industry,  |nviVialily  lliose  who  have  had  some  years  of  railroad  experi- 
ence back  of  them.  Tlie  bureau's  chief  r(|)rrsciitative  at  Sandusky  is 
Robert  W.  Worden,  whose  duties  incluile  \\\r  iii.s|M'ction  of  freight  rates 
and  weights.  Since  the  beginning  of  his  cancr  Mr.  M''orden  has  been 
connected  with  railroad  work  of  some  character,  and  has  risen  steadily 
from  a  minor  clerkship  to  his  pi-esent  important  position  through  the 
display  of.  energy,  ability  and  fidelity  to  the  company's  interests. 

Born  at  Fremont,  Ohio,  January  11,  1868,  he  is  a  son  of  Darwin 
L.  G.  'Worden.  who  was  a  descendant  of  Peter  Worden,  the  founder  of 
the  New  England  familv  of  Wordcns,  whnsr  will  was  probated  in  the 
Town  of  Plymouth.  .Massa.-husctts,  on  Frl)ruary  9,  1639.  Darwin  L.  G. 
Worden  was  a  nali\i-  of  Xiw  Ynvk.  idiiiiiiu-  from  Herkimer  County  to 
Ohio  in  the  early  Mt.'s  and  sctlliiig-  in  Clcvchind.  After  marrying  Eliza 
Eeid  in  1866  he  moved  to  Sandusky  County  and  took  up  his  residence 
near  the  City  of  Fremont.  While  agriculture  was  his  chief  vocation' 
during  his  earlier  yeai-s,  he  also  followed  other  callings,  in  all  of  which 
he  proved  himself  capal)li',  (■iitcr|)rising  and  faithful,  winning  and 
retaining  the  respect  and  cuiiliili  in-.'  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. In  1872  he  came  to  Mric  Cdinity,  and  from  that  time  resided  in 
Sandusky,  engaged  in  diversified  occupation.  He  is  still  well  remem- 
bered by  a  number  of  the  older  people  of  Sandusky  and  vicinity,  among 
whom  he  mingled  in  a  business  waj'  and  upon  whom  he  impressed  his 
personality  by  reason  of  his  manj^  sterling  qualities.  He  was  for  a 
period  of  more  than  a  quai'ter  of  a  century  a  deyout  member  and  gener- 
ous supporter  of  the  IMethodLst  Church. 

Robert  W.  Worden  was  four  ycai's  did  wlien  brought  to  Erie  County, 
and  here  was  reared,  obtainint;-  liis  ciliication  in  the  public  schools  of 
Sandusky.  His  schooling  completed,  lie  began  life  as  a  clerk  in  the 
offices  of  the  I.,  B.  &  W.  Railroad  at  Sandusky,  remaining  with  that  com- 
pany until  it  went  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  at  which  time  he  joined 
the  clerical  force  of  the  C,  S.  &  C.  Railroad,  which  was  later  absorbed 
by  the  C,  C,  C.  &  St.  L.  Railway.  There  he  remained  a  short  time, 
when  he  transferred  his  services  to  the  C,  S.  &  H.  Railway  and  finally 
was  appointed  an  employee  in  the  Joint  Rate  Inspection  JBureau.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  valued  and  trusted  of  the  bureau's  employees  and  has 
won  this  confidence  by  valued  and  faithful  service.  The  large  corpora- 
tions reward  only  real  service,  so  that  a  position  of  preferment  in  itself 
is  tangible  evidence  of  the  possession  of  more  than  average  ability. 

Aside  from  the  duties  of  this  position  Mr.  Worden  finds  an  outlet 
for  his  energies  in  fraternal  work,  in  which  he  is  well  and  widely 
known.  He  is  prominent  in  Masonry,  being  a  member  of  Perseverance 
Lodge  No.  329,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  has  been  seeretarj'  for  twenty- 
four  years;  Sandusky  City  Chapter  No.  72,  R.  A.  M.;  Sandusky  City 
Council  No.  26,  R.  &  S.  M.,  of  which  he  has  been  thrice  illustrious  mas- 
ter ;  and  Erie  Commandery  No.  23^  K.  T.     He  has  been  seei-etary  of  all 
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the  Masonic  bodies  of  wiiirli  lie  is  a  member  for  several  years.  lie  is 
also  a  thirty-second  dcurcc  Scditish  Ixitc  Mason  and  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  Temple  Association  cif  Sandusky,  of  which  he  is  secretary.  In 
hi.s  religious  belief  ilr.  Worden  is  a  I'resbyterian,  a  faith  to  which  he 
lias  adiiered  since  boyhood.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for  a  candidate  of 
the  republican  party,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  he  has  sup- 
ported the  men  and  measure  of  that  organization.  While  not  an  office 
seeker,  he  takes  an  interest  in  piiblic  affairs,  particularly  win  re  the 
welfare  of  his  city  is  concerned. 

i\Ir.  Wnrden  was  married  May  24,  1898,  at  jMcKeesport,  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  iliss  Marian  Woodall  Holt  of  that  city,  a  daughter  of  EnochHolt 
and  Sarah  (  Windcr.s)  Holt.  To  their  marriage  have  been  born  two 
children:  Miss  Elsie  B.  II.  is  now  a  student  in  the  Sandusky  High 
School.  The  second  child,  whose  name  was  Robert  Holt,  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  months. 

Georgp;  Meyer.  It  is  one  of  the  essential  purposes  of  this  publica- 
tion to  give  permanent  record  to  the  lives  and  useful  activities  of  those 
families  that  have  identified  themselves  most  closely  with  the  real  life 
of  Erie  Count.y.  Of  the  basic  industry  upon  which  all  else  depends 
farming  must  be  considered  first  among  the  pursuits  which -make  any 
country  prosperous.  It  has  been  with  the  farm  enteri^rise  of  Vermilion 
Township  that  the  family  of  George  Meyer  has  been  most  closely-  con- 
nected. His  father  was  an  honest,  industrious  and  hard-working  Ger- 
man-American citizen,  who  came  here  in  young  inanliood,  worked  hard 
by  day  and  month  wages  for  a  number  of  ymrs.  and  finally  etfected 
the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  which  in  lime  lie  c(in\crted  into  a  well 
improved  farm.  George  Meyer  has  followetl  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father,  and  now  owns  one  of  the  excellent  fruit  farms  in  the  townshi]), 
on  rural  route  No.  1  out  of  the  Vermilion  postoffice. 

He  was  born  in  the  Village  of  Vermilion  in  June,  1861,  and  lived 
in  town  until  twelve  years  of  age.  In  1872  he  went  with'  the  famil\' 
to  a  farm  five  miles  southwest  of  Vermilion,  situated  on  the  Barton 
Ridge  Road.  There  he  gi-ew  to  manhood,  completed  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  kept  his  home  there  until  about  two  years  ago, 
when  he  located  on  his  present  place  of  fourteen  acres,  comprising  a 
Fruit  farm,  also  on  the  Barton  Ridge  Road.  Since  taking  possession  of 
tills  )ilace  Mr.  Meyer  has  rebuilt  an  old  house  into  a  modern  six-room 
rcsi<li'nce,  with  cement  basement,  heated  by  hot  air  furnace,  and  wilh 
all  the  improvemeuts  and  facilities  that  make  life  comfortable.  He  has 
good  farm  buildings  and  grows  large  quantities  of  fruits,  including 
apples,  cherries,  peaches  and  much  small  fruit.  He  is  a  man  of  good 
judgment,  is  a  skillful  operator  in  fi'uit  culture,  and  has  the  repulalion 
aiiKuig  his  neighbors  of  doing  well  whatever  he  undertakes,  ilr.  ]Me>-er 
lias  never  married. 

His  parents  were  John  P.  and  Anna  C.  (Morris)  Meyer.  His  father 
was  bom  in  Hanover,  Gernian.y,  in  1822.  After  gaining  a  counnon 
school  education  he  entered  the  German  army  when  about  eighteen, 
served  five  .vears,  and  was  still  a  young  man.  about  twent.v-three.  when 
he  came  to  the  United  States.  He  crossed  the  ocean  in  a  sailing  vessel, 
and  snon  after  landing  came  west  as  far  as  Erie  Count.v.  In  Vermilion 
Township  he  found  emplo.yment  on  a  farm,  also  worked  in  tlie  Furnace 
at  Fiii'nace  Corners,  a  short  distance  "south  of  Vermilion  Village,  and 
and  si  ill  later  was  employed  as  a  section  man  on  the  Lake  Shore  Rail- 
road. That  was  his  varied  line  of  work  up  to  1872.  In  that  .vear  he 
moved  to  ihe  J'.artow  Ridge  Road,  boiight  eighty  acres  of  land,  increased 
it  by  another  ten  acres,  and  by  hard  work  and  intelligent  management 
l)ursiiei!  aurieulture  on  a  profitable  scale  so  that  his  last  vears  were 
spiMit    in    pleiitv    and    eomrorl.      lie    died    Januarv   28,    1911,    when    in 
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his  eighty-ninth  year.  He  retained  his  faculties  ahnost  to  the  end.  As 
a  child  he  had  been  confirmed  in  the  German  Reform  Church.  His 
wife  passed  away  May  15,  1910,  and  she  was  born  in  1831.  Her  birth- 
place was  Kurhessen,  Germany,  and  having  lost  her  father  when  she 
was  a  child  she  came  with  her  mother  and  brothers  to  this  country  and 
to  Vermilion  Township  when  she  was  eleven  or  twelve  years  of  age. 
Her  mother  married  for  her  second  husband  John  Roeder  and  they 
lived  out  their  lives  in  Erie  County. 

Mr.  George  Meyer  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children.  The  five 
now  living  include  George,  the  oldest ;  Nicholas,  who  has  never  married 
and  is  living  on  a  farm  in  Vermilion  Township ;  ilary,  widow  of  J.  S. 
King,  lives  near  Ogontz  and  has  a  daughter  IMarguerite ;  Anna  is  the 
wife  of  Elmer  Wasem  of  Ogontz,  and  they  have  chikiren  named  Charles, 
Lueile,  Paul  and  Edith;  Elizabeth  lives  with  her  brother  George  and 
is  a  woman  of  thorough  education,  and  has  taught  for  one  year  in  the 
State  of  California  and  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the 
fifth  grade  in  Vermilion  Village.  Mr.  George  Meyer  is  a  democrat 
in  politics.  While  always  busy  with  his  farm  work,  he  has  shown  an 
intelligent  interest  and  public  spirited  disposition  to  help  forward  any 
public  improvement  in  his  home  community. 

Charles  S.  Bristol.  The  Township  of  Vermilion  has  some  very 
fine  farms  and  some  very  wide  awake  and  enterprising  farmers.  One 
of  the  first  to  be  mentioned  among  these  is  Charles  S.  Bristol,  M'ho  looks 
after  an  estate  of  177  acres  near  Axtel  on  the  old  Butler  State  Road. 
He  devotes  his  time  to  general  farming  purposes,  the  raising  of  good 
stock,  and  the  growing  of  fruit,  chiefly  apples.  While  his  fanning 
enterprise  is  conducted  on  a  con.siderable  scale,  less  than  half  of  his 
land  is  thoroughly  improved,  but  that  part  would  bear  favorable  com- 
parison with  any  of  the  improved  lauds  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He 
uses  first  class  business  principles  and  energy  in  his  work,  and  grows 
all  the  staple  field  crops  and  fruits,  a  considerable  part  of  his  revenue 
coming  from  the  stock  he  raises. 

For  about  twenty-six  years  Mr.  Bristol  has  occupied  this  farm  and 
has  owned  it  since  1893.  It  was  the  property  of  his  father  for  fourteen 
years  previous  to  that.  Under  his  own  direction  Mr.  Bristol  has  di- 
rected the  improvements  and  the  cultivation,  and  the  building  equip- 
ment all  represents  liis  w^ork  and  investment.  He  and  his  family  oc- 
cupy a  substantial  and  comfortable  nine-room  house,  surrounded  with 
good  barn   building-s. 

Charles  S.  Bristol  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Erie  County,  October 
26,  1859.  He  gi'ew  up  and  received  his  education  in  that  locality,  and 
for  ten  years  of  his  early  life  lived  in  Henrietta  Township  of  Lorain 
County.  His  father  also  owns  a  farm  there.  From  Lorain  County  he 
came  to  his  present  location  in  Erie  County,  and  there  is  no  resident 
of  Vermilion  Township  who  enjoys  higher  respect  than  Charles  S. 
Bristol. 

His  parents  were  Charles  A.  and  Charlotte  (Dennison)  Bristol, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York  State.  They  came  from  Ithaca, 
New  York,  when  young  people  and  w'ere  married  in  Lorain  County.  ■ 
After  their  marriage  they  fir.st  located  on  a  thirteen  acre  farm.  To 
this  the  father  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  had  150  acres  of 
fine  land.  On  that  old  homestead  were  born  children  named  Jane, 
Alice,  Alva,  Emma  and  Edith.  In  1858  or  1859  the  family  moved 
from  Lorain  County  to  Birmingham,  where  Charles  A.  Bristol  bought 
sixt.y-two  acres.  Out  of  this  land  four  or  five  acres  were  set  aside  for 
cemetery  and  Methodist  Churcli  purposes.  The  farm  had  originally 
been  owned  by  Clinton  Ennis  and  ilr.  Bristol  bouglit  it  from  tliat  owner. 
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This  was  the  sceue  where  the  parents  spent  their  last  days.  Charles 
A.  Bristol  died  in  1901  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  while  his  wife  had 
passed  away  about  a  dozen  years  before,  being  then  three  score  and 
ten  years  of  age.  Both  were  members  and -active  supporters  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  in  polities  the  father  was  a  whig 
and  afterwards  a  republican,  and  the  confidence  felt  in  him  by  his 
fellow  citizens  was  manifested  by  their  choice  of  his  services  for  various 
local  ofifices.  He  and  his  wife  were  sturdy  workers,  people  of  the  highest 
character,  and  as  the  result  of  many  years  of  effort  they  secured  and 
improved  the  greater  part  of  three  different  farms.  As  already  stated, 
the  father  owned  the  farm  on  which  his  sou,  Charles  S.,  now  lives, 
and  had  first  bought  it  in  1875,  though  he  never  occupied  it  as  a  place 
of  residence.  Both  Charles  S.  Bristol  and  his  brother  William  were 
born  in  Ei-ie  County.  There  are  three  sisters  also  still  living,  Alice 
who  married  George  Blanden,  and  Edith  and  Emma,  who  were  never 
married. 

Charles  S.  Bristol  was  married  in  Florence  Township  to  Hannah 
M.  Hamann.  She  was  born  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  August  19,  1857, 
and  was  a  young  girl  when  brought  to  Erie  County  by  her  parents, 
Henry  and  Martha  (Grepps)  Hamann.  Her  parents  w-ere  both  natives 
of  Hesse,  Germany,  came  when  young  people  to  America  and  met  and 
married  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  IMrs.  Bristol's  father  died  at  Birm- 
ingham in  1896  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  He  was  a  democrat  in  polities. 
His  wile  has  since  twice  maiTied  and  is  again  a  widow  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Libby  Huffman  in  Clyde,  Ohio.  The 
Hamann  family  had  membership  in  the  German  Methodist  Church. 
Mrs.  Bristol  is  one  of  the  older  in  a  family  of  ten  daughters  and  three 
sons,  as  follows:  Catherine,  Carrie.  Sophia,  ilary,  ilargaret,  Libbie, 
John,  William,  Leibert  and  Hannah  ami  three  that  are  dead.  Those 
still  living  are  all  married. 

Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Bristol  have  created  an  excellent  home  and  have  sur- 
rounded themselves  with  children,  most  of  wliom  have  already  taken 
their  independent  stations  in  the  world  of  activities.  There  were 
seven  children  born  to  their  union :  Emma  is  the  wife  of  William  Noble, 
living  at  Cleveland,  and  they  have  a  son  Carlton.  Bertha  Annetta  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Vermilion  Township  and  is  still  living  at  home. 
Cora  H.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Heidrich,  and  they  are  farmers  in  Hen- 
rietta township  of  Lorain  County.  Charles  A.  lives  at  home  ami  assists 
his  father  in  farming.  Ethel  L.,  who  like  the  other  children  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  remains  at  Ikhuc.  Ray  E.  is  connected  with 
the  implement  business  at  the  \illa'4e  of  Vermilion.  Ira  D.  is  now 
attending  the  high  school  at  Hirniinelunu.  The  family  attend  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  politically  Mr.  Bristol  is  a  republican. 

Cn.\ELES  D.  Palmer.  Although  a  native  of  Michigan,  Mr.  Palmer 
has  been  a  resident  of  Erie  County  since  childhood  days,  and  has 
made  for  himself  a  successful  and  honoi-ed  position  as  a  farmer  and 
stock  grower  in  Vei-railiou  Town.ship,  and  is  recognized  as  an  alert, 
loyal  and  public  spirited  citizen.  His  attractive  and  valuable  liome- 
stead  of  sixty  acres  is  located  near  Axtel.  The  land  is  exeeeilini;ly 
fertile  and  highly  improved,  and  under  his  management  has  bi'eii 
made  to  grow  all  the  staple  crops  in  abundant  (|uantities,  and  he  also 
pays  nmch  attention  to  the  better  grades  of  live  stock.  The  buildings 
are  in  good  condition,  including  a  liouse,  barn  and  other  outbuild- 
ings. This  has  been  the  home  of  Mr.  Palmer  and  the  seene  of  bis 
be.st  activities  for  the  past  thirteen  years. 

Born  in  Cass  County,  Michigan,  May  1,  ISO."),  lie  liveil  there  until 
eight  years  of  age.  but  has  since  been  a  resident  of  Krie  County,  wlieiv 
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he  grew  to  manhood  and  gained  his  education  in  Vermilion  township. 
His  father,  Daniel  Palmer,  was  born  in  Michigan.  Daniel  Palmer  stiU 
lives  in  Michigan,  is  a  hardware  merchant  at  J\iarceUas,  and  by  a  second 
marriage  has  several  children.  Charles  D.  Palmer's  mother  was  born 
in  Vermilion  Township  near  Axtel  in  1841.  She  was  reared  and 
educated  there  and  after  her  marriage  went  to  Michigan.  Seven  years 
after  she  returned  to  Erie  County  with  her  son  Charles  she  married 
Shepherd  B.  Grover  of  Vermilion  Township.  Mr.  Grover  was  a  sub- 
stantial farmer  and  died  in  that  community  in  1905,  when  nearly 
eighty  years  of  age.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  in  the  Union  service 
as  an  employe  in  the  Government  Navy  Yard  at  Philadelphia.  While 
there  he  learned  the  trade  of  ship  carpenter,  and  this  furnished  him 
a  vocation  which  he  pursued  during  all  his  active  years.  He  helped  to 
build  the  Goldeu  Age  at  the  Fries  Shipyard  near  Milan.  The  Golden 
Age  was  a  noted  old  time  boat  on  Lake  Erie,  and  at  one  time  the  largest 
vessel  on  that  body  of  water. 

Mr.  Palmer's  mother  before  her  marriage  was  Miss  Louise  Champ- 
ney.  She  died  in  1898,  having  for  many  years  been  identified  with  the 
Adventist  Church  at  Axtel.  Her  father  was  Francis  Champney  of  an 
old  and  honored  family  of  pioneers  in  Vermilion  Township,  where  he 
spent  practically  all  the  yeare  of  his  life.  Charles  D.  Palmer  has  a  half- 
sister  living,  Edith  Ann,  who  married  Harley  Clawson,  and  they  live 
on  the  old  Grover  home  in  Vermilion  Township  near  Axtel,  and  have 
a  son  Grover  Clawson. 

When  he  established  a  home  of  his  own  Charles  D.  Palmer  selected 
as  his  wife  and  companion  Miss  Adda  E.  Heyman.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Vermilion  Township,  and  Mrs.  Palmer  was  born  near  Axtel 
October  16,  1881.  All  her  early  years  were  spent  near  her  birthplace. 
Her  parents  were  Adolph  and  Alice  (Dean)  Heyman,  the  former  of 
German  parentage  and  the  latter  of  English.  Her  parents  spent  all 
their  lives  in  Ohio  and  largely  in  Vermilion  Township.  Her  father 
died  March  21,  1902,  at  the  age  of  forty-three,  while  Mrs.  Heyman  is 
still  living  and  was  fifty-five  .years  of  age  on  December  3,  1915.  She 
makes  her  home  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  with  her  daughter.  Bertha  Regal,  wife 
of  James  E.  Regal.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Regal  have  one  daughter,  Ethel. 
Mrs.  Palmer  has  one  brother,  a  twin  of  herself,  Alva  B.,  who  married 
Gertrude  Dickel,  and  they  have  five  children,  Irma,  Alice,  Harvey, 
Martha  and  Alva  W.,  Jr. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer:  Cora  A., 
born  December  31,  1900,  is  now  attending  the  Vermilion  High  School; 
Louis  A.  died  at  the  age  of  three  months ;  Dean  Heyman  was  bom 
March  27,  lOOfl,  and  is  in  the  fourth  grade  of  the  public  schools;  Arnold 
P.  was  iKirii  June  27,  1910.  Mrs.  Palmer  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episeoiial  ('Imirh,  and  Mr.  Palmer  takes  considerable  interest  in  demo- 
cratic politics  but  is  especially  known  as  a  good  citizen  in  favor  of 
every  local  improvement. 

John  A.  Croll.  Hard  work  has  been  the  keynote  of  the  success  of 
John  A.  Croll  of  Vermilion  Township.  Wlien  he  was  about  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  came  with  the  rest  of  the  family  from  his  native 
fatherland  to  Northern  Ohio.  A  few  years  later  he  a.ssumed  inde- 
pendent responsibilities  and  started  out  to  make  his  own  fortune. 
There  were  handicaps  in  the  way  of  lack  of  knowledge  of  language 
and  customs,  but  he  overcame  them  all.  and  by  persistent  industry  has 
attained  practically  all  his  worthy  ambitions.  He  now  has  a  fine  farm, 
has  a  comfortable  and  good  home,  a  devoted  wife  and  children,  and 
is  pointed  out  in  his  locality  as  a  very  successful  and  much  esteemed 
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He  was  born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  fifty  miles  from  Hesse  CasseJ 
May  9,  1866.  His  parents  were  Elijah  and  Barbara  Elizabeth 
(Reidash)  CroU,  natives  of  the  same  province  and  of  old  German 
lineage.  There  were  just  two  children  in  the  family,  and  Mr.  Croll's 
brother  is  Conrad  Croll,  a  farmer  of  Huron  Township,  in  Erie  County. 
Conrad  married  Carrie,  daughter  of  Andrew  Houtenlocker.  Tliey 
have  a  daughter  Alta,  now  fifteen  years  of  age  and  a  student  in  the 
high  school  at  Sandusky. 

In  Germany  the  family  lived  according  to  the  simple  standards  of 
the  time  and  their  community.  The  boys  attended  school  and  were 
taught  to  be  honest  and  industrious.  In  lSS-1  this  little  household 
embarked  on  the  ocean  liner  Suabia  at  Hamburg  and  landed  in  New 
York  City  on  the  31st  of  July  the  same  year.  From  there  they  came 
on  west  to  Brownhelin  Township  in  Lorain  County.  Here  the  father 
had  little  time  to  fortify  his  family  against  the  future  since  he  died 
four  years  later  in  1888  and  was  buried  on  the  29th  of  July.  He  was 
then  about  fifty-three  years  of  age.  His  widow  is  still  living  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  sou  John  and  is  seventy-four  years  of  age  and  quite 
enfeebled  by  years.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church. 

After  coming  to  this  country  John  A.  Croll  lived  in  Lorain  County 
until  he  was  twenty-three  and  then  moved  to  Vermilion  Township. 
Here  he  secured  the  opportunity  of  worlring  a  tract  of  land  on  the 
shares,  and  continued  that  plan  of  operation  for  several  years.  He 
raised  large  crops,  disposed  of  them  to  advantage,  and  soon  had  a 
little  capital  besides  the  credit  that  naturally  goes  with  such  self  reliant 
industry.  He  invested  his  money  in  a  farm  near  the  lake  shore,  and 
conducted  it  for  eleven  years  befoi-e  he  sold  out  in  1906  and  bought 
his  present  place,  which  is  near  Axtel  on  the  Harmony  Ridge  Road. 

ilr.  Croll's  farm  comprises  150  acres  of  fine  land.  It  will  grow  all 
the  staple  crops  and  his  fields  have  never  failed  to  respond  to  his  in- 
telligent cultivation.  He  has  an  excellent  assortment  of  farm  buildings 
and  improvements.  The  principal  barn  is  on  a  foundation  36x60  feet, 
and  attached  to  it  is  another  l)arii  24x110  feet,  espeeiall.y  adapted  for 
the  care  of  stock.  He  also  has  Imuscs  lor  liis  hogs,  a  shed  for  wheat, 
a  tool  house,  com  crib  and  practically  cvi'rything  needed  for  the  hous- 
ing and  care  of  stock  and  grain.  Some  sjjecial  word  of  commendation 
should  ))e  paid  to  his  home  surroundings.  The  ten-room  house  sits  on 
a  large  lawn  surrounded  with  abundance  of  shade,  and  while  jMr.  Croll 
does  not  pose  as  a  landscape  gardener  he  has  wrought  some  exceed- 
ingly attractive  effects  around  his  house,  and  it  is  a  veiy  inviting  place 
l)Oth  outside  and  in.  Besides  his  general  farm  enterprise  he  grows 
considerable  fruit. 

In  this  township  which  has  been  the  scene  of  his  successful  work 
as  a  farmer,  Mr.  Croll  married  Miss  Anna  E.  Knitel.  She  was  liorn 
in  this  township  February  10,  1867,  and  grew  up  and  received  her 
education  in  the  same  locality.  Her  parents  were  Jacob  and  Susanna 
(Altmiller)  Knitel,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  were 
married  there,  and  some  time  during  the  decade  of  the  '50s  they  crossed 
the  ocean  and  established  a  new  home  in  Vermilion  Township  of  Erie 
('ounty.  They  continued  to  live  on  their  farm,  which  they  improved 
from  year  to  year,  and  their  last  years  were  spent  in  a  comfortable  good 
home  and  with  plenty  for  all  their  needs.  Her  father  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-one  and  her  mother  at  seventy-eight.  They  were  members  of 
the  Refonned  Church  and  Mr.  Knitel  was  a  democrat.  ]\Irs.  Croll 
was  one  of  a  family  of  six,  four  sons  and  two  daughters  and  all  are 
living  except  one  daughter  and  all  married  and  have  children  of  their 
own.* 
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The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Croll  has  been  lilcss.-.l  liy  ihe  birth 
of  six  children.  Jacob  K.,  born  September  20,  18I)"J,  \\:i^  nliuated  in 
the  public  schools,  is  still  unmarried  and  has  donr  soimtliiiii;  to  show 
his  own  enterprise  as  a  farmer.  Carl,  born  February  15,  lsy4,  has 
also  completed  his  education  in  the  local  schools  and  is  still  at  home. 
William,  born  July  16,  1896,  has  finished  his  school  work  and  is  lending 
a  helpful  hand  about  the  home  farm.  Albert,  born  I\Iarch  8,  1899,  has 
finished  the  local  school  course.  Henry,  born  November  15,  1901,  is 
now  in  the  eighth  grade  of  the  public  schools.  Mai'y  A.,  born  Novem- 
ber 9,  1903,  is  also  in  the  eighth  grade  of  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Croll 
and  family  ai-e  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Vermilion,  w'hile  in 
politics  Mr.  Croll  and  his  grown  son  exercise  a  judicious  care  in  select- 
ing the  best  candidate  irrespective  of  party. 

Lucius  S.  Harrison.  If  a  uum  nuiy  l)e  .judged  by  Ihose  accumu- 
lations which  reward  his  business  enterprise  and  by  the  esteem  which 
he  en.ioys  from  his  community,  there  is  no  question  of  the  position 
occupied  by  Lucius  S.  Harrison  in  Vermilion  Township.  As  a  farmer 
he  has  done  more  than  well.  At  the  present  time  he  is  proprietor  of 
two  higli  grade  farms.  One  of  these,  on  wliich  he  lives,  contains  fifty- 
six  acres  of  highly  improved  land,  and  the  conspicuous  feature  of  it  is 
a  fine  peach  orchard,  500  bearing  trees,  and  in  the  average  season  they 
produce  many  hundreds  of  bushels  of  this  fine  fruit.  His  other  farm 
is  in  Florence  Township,  and  also  contains  fifty-six  acres.  It  has 
been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  also.  The  keynote  of  Mr. 
Harrison's  farming  activities  has  been  progressiveness,  and  he  has 
made  a  Inisiness  success  without  sacrificing  any  of  those  genial  and 
generous  characteristics  which  are  his  personal  endowment. 

It  was  on  a  farm  in  Florence  township  of  Erie  County  that  Lucius 
S.  Harrison  was  born  on  Januaiy  17,  1854,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Ruth 
A.  (Hine)  Harrison.  His  mother  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  very 
early  pioneer  families  of  J^rie  County^  She  was  born  in  Florence 
Township  July  IS,  1822.  Erie  County  was  a  wilderness  at  that  time 
and  her  parents  were  among  the  first  who  penetrated  into  that  partic- 
ular section  and  made  for  themselves  rude  beginnings  of  agriculture  and 
lionie  life.  She  was  reared  and  spent  practically  all  her  life  in 
Florence  Township,  and  died  within  a  mile  of  her  birthplace  July  5, 
1908.  Thomas  Harrison  was  born  Ap1-il  28,  1813,  near  Amsterdam, 
New  York,  and  left  that  state  at  the  age  of  twenty'-one,  going  to  Mich- 
igan, and  in  1836  came  to  Erie  County.  Here  he  met  Miss  Hine,  and 
a  year  later  they  were  married  and  started  out  as  farmers.  Not 
long  afterward  the  parents  of  Thomas  Harrison,  Philip  and  Catherine 
(Philips)  Ilarrisdii.  r;nne  also  to  Florence  Township  from  New  York 
State  and  luri'  s[Hiit  tlie  rest  of  their  days,  passing  away  w'hen  quite 
old.  The  giandiiaiiiits  were  active  church  members,  and  the  grand- 
mother was  particularly  a  leader  in  church  affairs.  After  their  mar- 
riage Thomas  and  wife  settled  on  a  farm  two  miles  northwest  of  Birm- 
ingham. He  was  an  industrious  worker,  was  systematic  and  careful 
and  conducted  his  farm  so  as  to  bring  out  of  it  the  best  results  and  in 
time  he  made  a  vei-y  comfortable  home.  On  the  old  homestead  he 
passed  away  on  July  6,  1891,  when  in  very  advanced  years.  His  wife 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  polities  he  was  a 
republican,  but  made  no  effort  to  gain  ofificial  position. 

Lucius  S.  Harrison  is  the  only  surviving  child  of  these  parents. 
His  sister  Mary  married  Hiram  Rutman,  and  they  lived  and  died'  in 
Wisconsin  where  their  only  child,  Alice,  is  now  living  as  a  widow,  with 
one  son,  Newton  Burton.  The  other  sister,  Elizabeth,  married  William 
Bell,  and  she  was  born  in  1856  and  died  in  1889,  leaving  two  daughters: 
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Ada,  now  the  wife  of  Bert  Myers  of  Milan;  and  Ora,  wife  of  Ed  Starr 
of  Norwalk. 

On  tlie  old  homestead  in  Erie  County  Lucius  S.  Harrison  spent  his 
boyhood  and  early  youth.  He  attended  the  local  schools,  and  was  well 
prepared  by  industrious  discipline  for  the  responsibilities  of  manhood 
when  the  time  came.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  married  in  Ver- 
milion Township  Miss  Ella  L.  Williams.  She  was  born  in  Vermilion 
Township  September  26,  1857,  and  was  educated  in  the  school  at  Axtel. 
Her  parents  were  Joel  P.  and  Silvah  (Humphrey)  Williams,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  York  State  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  They  were 
married  in  Sandusky,  lived  there  a  few  years,  and  then  moved. to  a 
farm  in  Vermilion  Township  where  they  spent  many  years.  Mr. 
Williams,  who  was  born  June  1,  1827,  and  died  March  6,  1885,  was 
a  moulder  and  engineer  in  early  life,  and  after  his  marriage  became  a 
lake  boat  engineer,  and  followed  that  occupation  until  his  death  at  his 
home  in  Axtel.  He  was  well  known,  particularlv  in  lake  mai-ine  circles. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  June  24,  1832,  died  February  28,  1907.  ]\Ir. 
Williams  was  a  republican  in  polities.  Two  of  Mrs.  Harrison's  brothers, 
Edward  and  Elmer  Prank,  died  young,  the  former  at  three  and  the 
latter  at  ten  years.  Three  other  children,  Eva,  Frank  E.  and  Edith, 
all  died  within  a  single  week,  stricken  with  diphtheria.  Mrs.  Harrison 
is  now  the  only  living  member  of  her  immediate  family.  In  politics 
Mr.  Harrison  is  a  republican. 

John  Brown.  The  people  of  Milnn  Tnwiisliip  frequently  refer  to 
John  Brown  as  "a  fim'  (il<l  Smti'luii.-m  "  aiu!  his  rcsiilcnee  in  that  com- 
munity for  more  than  fdily  yiiirs  lias  Ikvh  pidiliict ivc  of  nothing  but 
good.  Upon  the  typical  Scutch  eliarai/teri.stics  of  thrift,  candor  and 
intelligence,  he  has  gained  bj-  training  the  habits  and  morals  of  tlie 
industrious  and  upright  business  man,  and  possesses  something  akin  to 
genius  in  the  handling  of  a  mechanical  industry. 

By  occupation  he  is  both  a  farmer  and  a  wool  carder.  His  home 
is  not  far  from  the  Village  of  Milan  and  on  the  Ruggles  Hill  road. 
Tlicre  he  has  lived  since  1873,  in  which  year  he  bought  a  yarn  factory 
and  spinning  rolls  for  hand  spinning.  Business  was  largely  carried  on 
with  somewhat  primitive  machinery  and  with  little  organization  in  the 
industry  at  that  time,  but  manj'  changes  have  since  intervened,  includ- 
ing great  business  organizations  known  as  trusts,  and  for  some  years 
Mr.  Brown  has  confined  his  business  to  the  carding  of  wool  for  com- 
forters filling.  Around  his  little  plant  he  has  an  excellent  farm  of 
forty-two  acres,  well  improved  with  substantial  buildings.  His  home 
is  an  eight-room  house.  He  also  owns  some  property  on  the  Huron 
River  near  Milan,  in  the  locality  where  his  first  woolen  mills  were 
locati'd  for  some  years.  The  high  waters  made  it  impossible  to  conduct 
bis  factory  with  water  power,  and  he  finally  removed  as  much  of  the 
machinery  as  was  needed  to  his  farm  half  a  mile  distant. 

A  little  more  than  seventy  years  ago,  on  June  2,  1845,  John  Brown 
was  born  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  near  the  North  Sea.  He  came 
of  an  old  line  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His  parents  were  James  and  Isabella 
(Gray)  Brown,  who  were  also  natives  of  Aberdeenshire  and  grew  up 
and  married  and  followed  the  vocation  of  farmers  in  that  locality.  The 
father  died  there  in  1847  when  only  twenty-nine  years  of  age.  His 
widow  subsequently  married  James  Laws.  With  their  children  they 
came  to  the  United  States  and  to  Eric  County,  and  Mr.  and  JNIrs.  Laws 
spent  the  rest  of  their  years  in  Oxford  Township,  where  she  died  at 
ih(>  age  of  seventy-three,  surviving  by  two  years  Mr.  Laws,  who  passed 
away  when  nearly  three  score  and  ten.  There  were  two  sons  reared  to 
nuUurity  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laws,  while  John  Brown  was  the  third  in  a 
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family  of  four  sons.  All  members  of  the  family  were  strict  Presby- 
terians. Mr.  Brown's  oldest  brother  Alexander  lived  for  a  niimber  of 
years  at  Sandusky  and  died  at  North  Attica,  Ohio,  where  he  left  sons 
and  daughters  surviving  him.  The  second  of  the  family  was  James 
Brown,  Jr.,  who  is  now  a  farmer  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  near  Fair- 
field, and  has  several  sons  and  daughters.  The  youngest,  David,  has  a 
small  store  for  miscellaneous  wares  in  Sandusky,  and  is  also  married 
and  head  of  a  family. 

For  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  John  Brown  lived  in  his  native 
shire  in  Scotland.  He  received  a  good  training  in  the  local  schools, 
and  applied  himself  to  a  rigid  apprenticeship  in  the  trades  of  weaver 
and  wool  carder.  He  was  twenty  years  of  age  when  in  1865  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  and  in  a  few  days  after  landing  at  New  York 
reached  Sandusky.  His  first  employment  there  was  in  a  large  woolen 
nlill,  but  a  few  years  later  he  ventured  his  capital  in  an  independent 
enterprise  in  Milan  Township,  and  now  for  more  than  forty  years  has 
operated  one  of  the  few  woolen  factories  in  Northern  Ohio. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  in  Milan  Township  to  Miss  Eliza  Brei- 
maier.  She  was  born  near  Sandusky  of  German  parents  who  were 
substantial  farming  people.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  a  family  of 
six  children.  Erne.st  J.,  who  was  born  and  reared  and  educated  in 
Milan  Township,  is  now  in  the  clerical  department  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad  at  Garrett,  Indiana,  and  he  and  his  wife  Inez  have  a 
son,  Berwyn  E.  James,  the  next  oldest,  is  still  unmarried  and  has 
charge  of  his  father's  farm.  Earle,  the  next,  died  at  the  home  of  his 
parents  June  20,  1915,  having  been  well  educated  and  having  before 
him  at  the  time  of  his  death  a  promising  future.  Henry  lives  at  home 
and  is  associated  with  his  brother  James  in  running  the  farm,  and 
gained  his  education  in  the  local  high  school.  Elsie  graduated  from 
the  Milan  High  School  and  is  still  at  home.  Dorothy  is  a  student  in 
the  Lakeside  Hospital  at  Cleveland  and  will  soon  complete  her  course 
of  training  for  a  graduate  nurse.  All  the  family  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Brown  is  an  elder,  and  he  and  his 
sons  are  republicans.  Besides  his  own  business  Mr.  Brown  was  formerly 
a  member  of  the  local  school  board  in  his  home  district,  serving  thereon 
for  a  number  of  j-ears. 

LoREN  Washburx.  Few  Erie  County  families  have  l)een  more 
closely  identified  with  the  agricultural  activities  and  the  good  citizen- 
ship of  the  county  than  that  of  Washburn,  represented  by  Loren  J. 
Washburn,  whose  valuable  and  productive  farmstead  is  regarded  as  a 
model  of  its  kind  and  is  in  Vermilion  Township.  Mr.  Washburn  was 
born  on  the  very  farm  that  he  now  occupies,  and  representatives  of  two 
preceding  generations  have  lived  in  the  county,  beginning  with  the 
pioneer  times.  It  is  now  almost  a  century  since  the  Washburns  culti- 
vated their  first  acres  in  this  county. 

Did  space  permit,  a  verj'  interesting  descriptive  article  might  be 
written  concerning  the  farm  and  the  farming  activities  of  Loren 
Washburn.  His  place  is  located  on  Harmony  Ridge  Road,  half  a  mile 
west  of  Axtel,  and  at  that  place,  more  than  sixty  years  ago,  on  August 
5,  1853,  he  was  born.  There  have  been  few  changes  in  the  outward 
circumstances  of  his  life  since  he  was  born,  since  he  has  always  lived 
in  one  locality,  but  in  that  progressive  change  and  evolution  which  are 
the  essence  of  advancement  in  every  industry  he  has  more  than  kept 
step  with  the  times.  The  old  homestead  which  he  owns  and  occupies 
contains  1171/2  acres  of  land.  Nearly  all  of  it  is  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  One  of  the  features  that  give  the  farm  special  value  is 
the   five   acre  peach   orchard   containing  700   trees  besides   160   cherry 
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trees  and  a  large  number  of  apj^le  trees.  Tlie  farm  house  is  sub- 
stantial, attractive  and  comfortable,  containing  nine  rooms.  However, 
people  far  and  wide  have  come  to  admire  and  examine  ilr.  Washburn's 
baim,  which  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  finest  and  best  equipped  in 
the  county.  It  is  (juite  new,  and  its  timbers  were  sawed  out  of  trees 
that  for  the  most  part  grew  on  the  Washburn  farm.  It  is  built  on  a 
foundation  40x84  feet,  with  sixteen  foot  posts,  and  with  an  arch  roof. 
The  entire  foundation  floor  in  laid  with  concrete.  A  great  many  me- 
chaiiiriil  (lc\iccs  ;iiid  arr,ni^viiii-iits  ha\f  lirni  siij)pliril  to  permit  the 
easirst  ,111(1  iiK.st  iMdiKiiiiiral  lunidliiii;  nf  liw  st(i.-k,  feeling  and  storage. 
TluTi'  arc  stalls  loi-  luciily-Hvr  head  of  cattle  with  stanchions,  and  nine 
stalls  including  four  box  stalls,  for  horses.  The  sewerage  and  drainage 
arrangement  is  practically  perfect.  As  a  barn  it  measures  up  to  the 
highest  standard  on  the  points  of  convenient  arrangement,  sanitation  and 
adaptability  for  its  main  purposes.  In  the  way  of  lixcstdck  Mr.  Wash- 
l)urn  keeps  nine  head  of  horses,  milks  ten  cows  on  the  a\-ei'a<^e,  and  k-eeps 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  head  of  feeding  cattle.  He  also  lias  twi^nty-live 
head  of  hogs,  though  at  times  this  number  is  much  larger.  Xearlj'  all 
the  feed  needed  for  this  stock  is  raised  on  his  own  farm,  and  he  runs  his 
cultivation  and  cropping  and  entire  farm  management  on  a  system  that 
.serves  to  retain  the  utmost  vitality  and  fertility  of  the  soil. 

The  founder  of  this  l)ranch  of  the  Washl)urn  family  in  Northern  Ohio 
wa.s  his  grandfather,  Amison  Washburn,  who  was  of  an  old  New  England 
family.  After  their  marriage  they  came  west  to  Ohio,  almost  a  century 
Amison  served  as  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  after  the  war 
spent  the  rest  of  his  days  in  Connecticut.  Amison  Washburn  married 
Sally  Whitney,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  of  an  old 
family.  After  their  marriage  they  came  West  to  Ohio,  almost  a  century 
ago,  during  1817-18.  They  made  the  journey  largely  across  country, 
.since  the  Erie  Canal  had  not  yet  been  opened  to  traffic.  Arriving  here 
in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness,  from  which  the  Indians  had  hardly 
departed,  they  secured  a  tract  of  wild  and  unbroken  fire  land  in  Ver- 
milion township.  Their  first  home  was  the  typical  log  cabin,  surrounded 
liy  the  dense  forest.  Near  the  house,  Amison  Washburn  who  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  set  up  a  small  smithy,  put  in  his  forge  and  for  a 
number  of  years  did  a  valuable  service  to  the  eoninninil y.  His  neighl)ors 
l)rought  to  his  shop  the  oxen  used  for  work  |Hn|iiises  and  had  lliein  sliod, 
and  he  also  fashioned  many  of  the  simple  iniiilemenis  used  in  farm  hus- 
liandry  at  that  time  and  did  much  repair  work,  lie  was  a  good  work- 
man, sturdy,  honest,  sober  and  industrious,  and  lived  a  life  in  keeping 
with  the  best  principles.  The  grandmother  died  a  short  time  before  the 
Civil  war,  when  past  fourscore  years  of  age,  while  the  grandfather  was 
ninety-two  years  old  when  death  came  to  him.  Both  belonged  to  sturdy 
and  long  lived  stock.  They  were  devout  Christian  people,  aiid  it  is  said 
that  never  a  meal  was  eaten  at  that  table  which  was  not  preceded  ])y 
the  saying  of  grace.  In  their  family  were  the  following  children  :  David 
died  at  a  good  old  age,  leaving  several  children.  James  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war,  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  died 
not  long  afterward;  he  left  a  wife.  Charles  died  when  a  very  old  man 
and  reared  one  or  two  children.  Betsey  married  James  Mordoff,  and 
both  wei'e  i|iiite  iild  when  they  passed  away,  leaving  two  sons  and  two 
daughtei's.  lienianiin  S..  the  fifth  child,  became  the  father. of  Loren. 
l)el)5lii  married  .Inlin  Harrison,  they  lived  to  advanced  years  and  left  a 
familv.  .Marietta  marrieil  a  'Sir.  I'nttler,  and  she  was  also  old  when 
she  died.  Amison.  -ii'..  died  in  liHl*  at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  l)eing  the 
yonngesl  of  the  children  and  the  last  to  |>ass  away;  he  also  left  descend- 
ants. 

Hen.jainin  S.  Washburn  was  born  on  the  old  homeslead  in  Vermilion 
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Township  in  1820.  That  was  the  scene  in  which  he  spent  his  childhood 
and  early  youth,  and  after  reaching  his  majority  he  took  a  full  share 
in  the  development  of  a  generous  tract  of  land.  He  possessed  and  ex- 
emplified many  of  the  tine  qualities  which  had  characterized  his  honored 
father  before  him.  His  death  occurred  in  1896.  In  his  early  years  he 
voted  the  whig  ticket,  later  was  a  loyal  republican,  but  in  the  very  last 
year  of  his  life  gave  his  support  to  William  J.  Bryan  for  president.  He 
was  a  Christian  man,  and  in  every  relationship  endeavored  to  practice 
the  Golden  Rule. 

AVhile  serving  as  assistant  in  a  ward  in  the  State  Hospital  at  Colum- 
bus, Benjamin  S.  Washburn  married  Miss  Sarah  Brubeek,  better 
known  as  Sally,  who  was  filling  a  similar  position  in  the  same  hospital. 
She  was  boi-n  in  Columbus  in  1823,  and  her  parents  were  natives  of 
Germany,  where  they  married,  and  after  coming  to  the  United  States 
settled  in  Columbus,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The  Bru- 
becks  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs.  Benjamin  S. 
Washburn  died  at  her  home  in  Vermilion  townshijj  in  1908.  The  chil- 
dren ))orn  to  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows:  Isabel  L.,  Luther  A. 
(died  aged  nine  years),  Loren,  Anna  E.,  Alice  C.  and  Cleora  L.  Mrs. 
Wasliliurn,  like  her  husband  was  a  faithful  devoted  Christian,  from  prin- 
ciple rather  than  from  creed,  and  they  practiced  kindliness  and  charity 
not  only  from  a  sense  of  duty  but  from  the  very  promptings  of  their 
nature.  These  good  old  people  are  laid  side  by  side  along  with  other 
members  of  the  Washburn  family,  including  grandfather  Amison  and 
wife,  in  the  Vermilion  Cemetery. 

In  passing  something  should  be  said  concerning  this  Vermilion  ceme- 
tery. It  was  stalled  in  1822.  Grandfather  Amison  Washburn  had  the 
care  and  .su|i'iiii(iiiilriiee  of  the  grounds  as  sexton  during  his  lifetime 
and  was  then  siuccfdcd  by  his  son  Benjamin,  and  the  latter  by  his  son 
Loren,  who  was  sexton  for  twenty-five  years.  For  more  than  eighty 
years  this  little  city  of  the  dead  was  looked  after  by  members  of  one 
family,  and  beautiful  and  well  kept  grounds  are  largely  an  expression 
of  the  work  and  care  given  by  this  family.  The  first  burial  in  the 
cemetery  was  a  boy  named  Beardsley,  who  was  laid  to  rest  in  1822,  the 
same  year  the  ground  was  set  aside  for  burial  purposes. 

On  Xdxiiiiliir  24,  1876,  Loren  J.  Washburn  was  married  in  Florence 
Towiisliip  to  Miss  Jennie  Blair.  She  was  born  in  that  township  in  1855 
and  i)assril  :i\vay  October  24,  1914.  All  her  life  was  spent  in  Vermilion 
and  Florence  townships,  and  she  was  a  woman  of  many  gi-aces  of  char- 
acter and  heart  and  mind,  and  devoted  to  her  home,  her  children  and 
her  friends.  Tliree  sons  remain  to  do  honor  to  her  memory.  Orma 
Luther,  born  in  1877,  was  educated  in  the  local  public  schools  and  at 
Norwalk,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  employed  as  an  engineer 
on  lake  vessels  and  is  now  first  engineer  on  a  passenger  and  merchandise 
boat;  however,  he  makes  his  home  on  his  farm  at  Furnace  Corners  in 
Vermilion  Township.  He  married  for  his  first  wife  Anna  Baker,  who 
left  his  home  after  the  birth  of  one  son  Lyles.  His  present  w-ife  was 
before  her  mari-iaue  Soiiliia  Trinter.  Ray  B.,  the  second  son,  is  still  at 
home.  He  was  wrU  I'.lucalcd  in  the  public  schools,  is  a  graduate  of 
Oberlin  Business  ('nllctiv  and  has  proved  a  very  valuable  assistant  to 
his  father  in  the  management  of  the  fine  farm  already  described.  In 
addition  to  his  farm  work  he  is  agent  for  the  Walter  A.  Wood  farm 
machinery  and  the  Ross  silos,  and  has  sold  a  large  amount  of  such  ma- 
terial in  Erie  County.  The  youngest  son,  Karl  N.  is  an  enterprising 
yoimg  farmer,  has  a  place  near  the  old  homestead  and  has  made  an 
excellent  start  in  life.  He  married  Cora  Brown  of  Vermilion  Town- 
ship, and  they  have  a  small  son  named  Clififord.  Mr.  Washburn  and  his 
sons  are  all  republican  votere. 
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RuPSELL  Kenney  Ramsey.  In  the  minds  of  men  of  the  Middle 
West,  the  name  of  the  prosperous,  cultured  old  Buckeye  State  is  asfso- 
ciated  with  broad  mentality,  inherent  courtesy  and  genial  sociability. 
These  qualities  have  been  possessed  by  the  men  who  havi'  romr  from 
Ohio  to  gain  reputations  in  business,  the  professions  and  jMilili.'  lif.',  in 
such  great  degree  that  they  have  come  to  be  considered  cliiirai'tcristic. 
Russell  Kenney  Ramsey,  of  Sandusky,  may  be  considered  a  typical 
Ohioan,  in  that  he  is  possessed  of  gifts  of  a  high  mental  character,  and 
is  known  not  only  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Erie  County  bar,  but  as 
a  courteous  and  cultured  gentleman,  popular  alike  in  professional,  and 
social  circles. 

JMr.  Ramsey  was  born  in  the  City  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  May  27,  1878, 
and  is  a  son  of  G.  F.  and  Margaret  A.  Ramsey.  His  father,  who  still 
resides  at  Columbus,  has  for  forty-two  years  been  connected  in  an  official 
capacity  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  The  elder  of  two  children, 
Russell  1\.  It.nnsoy  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Colniiiliiis.  I'l  lldwing  which  he  entered  the  Ohio  State  University,  col- 
legiatr  (Icjiarliiicnt,  class  of  1898,  and  was  graduated  from  the  legal 
departineiit  of  that  iii><titiitioii  in  the  class  of  1900.  He  then  entered  the 
law  offices  of  Arnold,  ^V;  .Mui'lon,  at  Columbus,  wdiere  he  remained  for  a 
short  period  to  gain  pi-adii-al  experience,  and  during  the  same  year  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  At  that  time  i\Ir.  Ramsey  came  to  Sandiisky  and 
associated  himself  with  the  firm  of  King  &  Guerin,  although  the  name 
was  not  changed  until  the  withdrawal  of  Jlr.  Guerin,  in  1901.  when 
Judge  Edmund  B.  King  and  Mr.  Ramsey  formed  the  present  firm  of 
King  &  Ramsey.  This  firm  specializes  in  corporation  and  business  law, 
and  represents  largely  the  corporate  interests  in  and  around  Sandusky, 
including  the  New  York  Central,  the  Pennsylvania,  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroads  and  the  street  car  company.  Through  his  able  gifts  as 
a  legist  and  his  sound,  popular  traits  as  a  man  Mr.  Ramsey  has  continued 
in  his  progress  both  in  the  development  of  a  profitable  legal  business 
and  a  professional  reputation.  He  is  a  director  of  The  Hinde  &  Dauch 
Paper  Company,  and  has  been  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  a 
number  of  Sandusky's  important  enterprises.  He  is  a  valued  member 
of  the  Ohio  Bar  Association  and  while  he  devotes  almost  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  constantly  growing  practice  yet  he  is 
not  indifferent  to  the  pleasvires  of  fraternal  and  social  life,  and  is  a 
prominent  Mason,  being  a  Knight  Templar  and  having  attained  the 
thirty-second  degree.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sunyendeand  Club,  of 
Sandusky,  of  which  he  was  formerly  president,  of  the  Cleveland  Athletic 
Club  and  of  the  Pnsiness  Men's  Association  of  Sandusky.  A  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  he  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  vestryman 
during  the  past  .year. 

Mr.  Ramsey  was  married  September  25,  1901,  to  IMiss  Florence 
Samuel,  and  one  child  was  born  to  that  union :  Russell  Archibald,  bom 
May  11,  1904.  Mrs.  Ramsey  died  in  April.  1913,  and  Jlr.  Ramsey  was 
married  again,  June  26.  1915,  being  united  with  Miss  Helen  Wilcox,  a 
daughter  of  Ma.j.  C.  B.  Wilcox,  one  of  Sandusky's  well  known  citizens. 

Henry  Ackerman.  To  mention  the  name  Ackerman  in  Vermilion 
Township  is  to  name  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  of  the  substantial 
German  families,  who  since  the  early  days  have  been  primary  factors  in 
the  development  of  this  section  of  Erie  County.  Henry  Ackerman  has  a 
fine  farm  home  in  that  township,  on  rural  route  No.  2  out  of  Huron. 

Born  in  Black  River  Township  of  Lorain  County  in  December.  1862, 
he  is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Ajina  E.  (Kothe)  Ackerman.  His  pai-ents 
were  both  born  in  Kurhessen,  Germany,  and  came  as  young  people  to 
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America.  He  was  a  young  man  when  he  came  over  in  1849  on  a  sailing 
vessel  that  required  six  weeks  to  make  the  voyage,  and  going  to  Amhurst 
in  Lorain  County  he  met  and  married  Miss  Kothe,  who  had  come  from 
the  same  locality  of  Germany  with  her  parents,  Louis  and  Mary  Kothe. 
Louis  Kothe  settled  on  a  farm  in  Lorain  County  and  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life  there.  Miss  Kothe  was  reared  in  Lorain  County,  and  after  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Ackerman  they  started  out  as  farmers  first  in  Lorain 
Township  and  afterwards  for  four  years  in  Brownhelm  Township.  They 
then  moved  to  Erie  County,  istalilishing  their  home  on  the  lake  shore 
in  Vermilion  Township,  wlirir  tliiy  licrame  owners  of  137  acres  of  fine 
land.  They  did  much  to  make  lliis  land  valuable,  working;  hard,  often 
denying  themselves  in  order  that  their  children  and  hoinr  miiilil  liciiefit, 
and  in  time  they  liad  surrounded  themselves  with  (■\(i>-  icniirni-t  and 
facility.  Frederick  Ackerman  died  there  on  Mai-ch  22,  LSSI.  a  I  I  he  age 
of  forty-four.  His  widow  subsequently  married  Godfreid  Nolte,  and  she 
continued  to  live  at  the  old  homestead  until  her  death  on  September  3, 
1914.  Mr.  Nolte  is  still  living  on  the  old  farm  along  the  lake  shore,  and 
is  now  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  He  is  a  democrat  and  a  mem))er  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  Mv.  and  IMrs.  Frederick  Ackerman  were  among  the 
charter  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  or  the  Ceylon  Church 
in  Vermilion  Township,  Besides  the  Ackermans  fitlicr  iliaiter  members 
were  Mr,  and  Mrs.  John  Reiber,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Gottlieb  Knott,  Sr,,  Mr, 
and  Mrs,  Adams  Ha.st,  Sr,,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Bernliait  Kmh.  ilr,  and  Mrs. 
George  Knoch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Werner  Kishman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian 
Hauff.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Knittel,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Wenzel.  Mr. 
and  Mrs,  Martin  Ackerman,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  George  Schaub,  Mr,  and  Mrs, 
Christ  Huttenlocker,  and  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Henry  Bickel,  Frederick  Acker- 
man was  also  a  man  of  no  little  prominence  in  his  eoramiinity.  He 
served  for  a  number  of  years  as  township  trustee  of  Vermilion  Town- 
ship, and  was  a  man  whose  influence  could  be  counted  upon  steadily  to 
assist  in  every  movement  for  the  local  welfare, 

Henry  Ackerman,  who  was  the  oldest  of  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, Henry,  Bertha,  Carrie,  Louis,  Martin,  William  and  Catherine, 
all  of  whom  are  now  married.  He  was  still  a  small  boy  when 
he  came  to  Vermilion  Towaiship,  and  he  grew  up  there  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools,  Wlien  quite  .young  he  set  out  on 
his  own  account  and  not  many  years  later  was  able  to  buy  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  a  beaiatiful  place  of  fifty-five  acres,  all  highly  im- 
proved, and  productive  of  regular  and  bountiful  crops.  Among  other 
improvements  he  has  a  larsje  barn  on  a  foundation  30x74  feet,  furnish- 
ing ample  facilities  for  grain  storage  and  stock.  His  home  is  an  attrac- 
tive twelve-ronm  residence,  situated  within  a  mile  nf  Alittcwanga  Park,  in 
which  neighborhood  his  wife  owns  some  valuatili'  |iiii|Hr1.\-. 

Mr.  Ackerman  manned  a  neighbor  girl,  Catlicriiif  lu'ilior,  who  was 
born  on  the  old  Reiber  homestead  in  Vermilion  Township  January  24, 
1868.  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  that  community.  She  has  been  a 
most  capable  home  maker,  and  has  always  looked  well  after  the  duties 
of  her  household.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Gundlach) 
Reiber.  Both  her  parents  were  born  in  Kurhessen,  Germany.  They 
came  when  young  people.  Miss  Gundlach  only  ten  years  of  age.  to  Amer- 
ica, making  the  voyage  by  sailing  vcsel  between  Bremen  and  New  Yo?-k, 
and  their  respective  families  established  homes  in  Milan  Township  of 
Frie  County,  Here  thev  met  and  married  and  after  marriage  l\Tr.  and 
Mrs.  Reiber  worked  industriously  and  by  much  labor  and  self  denial 
acquired  a  srood  home  and  reared  their  children  in  comfort.  They 
located  in  Vermilion  Township  in  1867,  and  the  Reiber  homestead  in 
time  was  a  fine  improved  estate  of  sixty  acres,  known  as  the  Brundaee 
Farm,  and  still  later  they  bought  a  fine  home  of  fifty  acres  on  the  lake 
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shore.  This  Mr.  Reiber  improved  with  a  fine  lot  of  buildings  and  there 
he  passed  away  August  14,  1901,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  His  widow  is 
still  living,  and  on  June  6,  1915,  celebrated  her  seventieth  birthday.  As 
already  stated,  she  and  her  husband  were  charter  members  of  the  Ceylon 
German  Reformed  Church,  in  which  he  held  the  post  of  trustee  for  a 
number  of  years.  They  had  the  following  children :  Bertha,  Catherine, 
John  H.,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Tena,  Carl,  Anna  (deceased). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aekermau  are  leading  people  in  all  the  activities  of 
their  home  community.  They  attend  and  support  the  Reformed  Church 
at  Mittewanga,  in  which  he  has  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  trustee, 
and  in  politics  he  is  one  of  the  leading  democrats  of  the  community,  being 
now  township  central  committeeman.  He  also  served  as  township 
assessor  and  one  term  as  township  trustee. 

Philip  E.  Gegenheimee.  Many  of  the  best  farms  in  Erie  County 
are  the  product  of  tiie  labor  and  enterprise  of  thrifty  German  settlers. 
One  homestead  that  well  exemplifies  the  characteristic  German  thrift  is 
the  Gegenheimer  home  in  Vermilion  Township,  located  on  rural  route 
No.  1  out  of  the  Village  of  Vermilion.  For  nearly  half  a  century  the 
late  Philip  E.  Gegenheimer  dug  and  delved,  plowed  and  cultivated, 
removed  the  native  timber,  drained  the  lowlands,  built  fences,  farm  and 
iloiiicslic  buildings,  and  in  every  possible  way  improved  the  land  which 
he  got  in  almost  a  completely  wild  state.  The  results  of  his  labors  are 
now  enjoyed  and  made  use  of  by  his  widow  and  children.  His  son  Wil- 
liam J.  is  the  active  manager  of  the  old  homestead,  and  has  a  place  of 
his  own  nearby,  and  combines  the  cultivation  and  management  of  the 
two  farms  in  a  very  capable  and  successful  manner. 

The  late  Philip  E.  Gegenheimer  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  July 
20,  1838,  and  died  at  the  old  home  in  Vermilion  Township,  December 
17,  1898.  He  was  twenty  years  of  age  when  in  1858  he  came  on  a 
sailing  vessel  across  the  ocean,  landed  in  New  York  City  after  a  tedious 
voyage  of  many  days,  and  a  few  weeks  later  he  joined  his  parents  who 
had  emigrated  some  time  before  and  located  in  Brownhelm  Township  of 
Lorain  County.  His  father  died  in  Lorain  County  when  past  eighty 
years  of  age,  having  followed  farming  all  his  life.  The  mother  died  at 
Ceylon  Junction  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty-  two.  Both  were  members 
of  tlie  German  Reformed  Church.  Philip  Gegenheimer  was  one  of  eight 
children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  Two  of  the  sons,  Cliarles  W. 
and  August,  are  still  living,  and  both  are  married,  the  former  in  Lorain 
County  and  the  latter  in  Portland,  Indiana. 

While  living  in  Germany  Philip  E.  Gegenheimer  received  his  edu- 
cation and  was  also  trained  in  those  habits  of  industry  and  strict  honesty 
wliieh  were  liis  marked  characteristics  througliout  life.  After  coming 
to  this  country  he  lived  a  few  years  in  Brownhelm  Township  of  liOrain 
County.  In  that  county  in  1864  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Miller.  She 
was  liorn  in  Rhenish  Bavaria.  Germany.  December  17,  1847,  a  daughter 
of  Jacoli  and  Catherine  (Baker)  ]Milier.  her  father  a  native  of  West 
I'russia  and  her  mother  of  Rhenish  Bavaria.  Her  parents  were  married 
ill  till'  latter  province,  and  their  first  children  were  born  there.  In 
March,  1859,  the  Miller  family  set  sail  from  Bremen  and  after  a  voyage 
of  many  hardsliips  lasting  for  forty-two  days  they  landed  in  New  York. 
The  long  voyage  and  the  stale  food  nearly  killed  Mr.  Miller,  but  he 
recovered  and  was  long  known  as  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  this 
part  of  Oliio.  The  Miller  family  first  located  at  Elyria,  but  a  few  years 
later  bought  a  new  home  and  started  improving  the  land.  This  property 
was  lost  on  account  of  a  defective  title  and  the  family  then  moved  to 
the  vicinity  of  Ambei'st,  Lorain  Cninity.  when.  :\Ir.  .Alillcr  set  up  a  small 
shop  and  began  his  trade  as  bhirksmilli.  wliidi  lir  bad  learned  in  Ger- 
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iiiauy.  That  was  his  work  for  a  great  many  years,  and  he  passed  away 
Deeeiuher  5,  I'JIO,  being  then  in  very  advanced  age,  since  he  was  born 
February  11,  1821.  He  was  a  confirmed  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Chui'ch.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Koch) 
Miller,  who  also  came  to  the  United  States,  when  in  advanced  years, 
and  died  in  Amherst  Township  of  Lorain  County,  Jacob  when  at  the 
extreme  age  of  ninety-five.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Gegenheimer  died  at 
the  Gegenheimer  home  in  Vermilion  township  wlien  also  well  along  in 
years.  Mre.  Gegenheimer  has  two  sisters  and  a  brother:  Mrs.  Libbie 
Schroder,  wife  of  Gustav  Schroder,  of  Erie  County;  Margaret,  widow 
of  Ed  Passow,  and  living  in  Colorado,  the  mother  of  two  daughters  and 
a  son,  and  Adam  Miller,  who  has  lost  his  wife  and  lives  with  his  children 
in  Amherst. 

It  was  fully  half  a  century  ago  that  tlic  late  Philip  E.  Gegenheimei- 
bought  the  farm  of  sixty-five  acres  \\lii'rr  liis  widow  now  lives.  He  not 
only  cleared  it  up  for  cultivation,  Init  riveted  the  substantial  buildings 
which  still  stand  there.  Mr.  Gegenlieiiner  was  a  democrat  in  national 
politics,  but  in  local  matters  voted  for  the  man  best  suited  for  the  office 
to  be  filled,  and  his  sons  have  followed  the  same  political  choice.  The 
family  are  all  members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  The  children  are: 
Fred,  who  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home ;  Sarah,  widow  of  Simon  Stef- 
fen.  and  the  motlier  of  one  daughter,  Anna  E.,  now  a  student  of  medicine 
in  Boston :  Emma,  wife  of  Charles  Blair,  a  farmer  in  Florence  Township, 
and  they  have  childi-en  named  Waldo,  Merwin  and  Elton,  all  in  school ; 
and  William  J.,  who  has  already  been  iiientioned  as  the  entei-prising 
young  Tnamigcr  of  the  old  homestead  farm.  William  was  educated  in 
the  liie.il  seliiHils,  uivw  Up  ou  the  homestead,  and  has  identified  himself  in 
\(>ry  siiei  evsiiil  manner  with  Erie  County  agricultural  affairs.  He  mar- 
ried Olive  ('.  Allen  of  Cuyahoga  County,  and  they  have  a  bright  young 
daughter,  Jlildred  C.,  now  four  years  of  age. 

Frank  C.  B.\rnes.  For  niany  years  of  his  active  career  Mr.  Barnes 
was  in  the  Nickel  Plate  Railway  service,  but  his  best  success  has  been 
as  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower,  and  he  now  enjoys  the  comforts  and  the 
revenues  of  an  attractive  place  in  Vermilion  Township  on  rural  route 
No.  2  out  of  Huron. 

He  was  born  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  May  16,  1850.  His  father  was 
also  named  Frank  and  likewise  that  was  the  name  of  his  grandfather. 
Both  his  father  and  grandfather  were  natives  of  England  and  of  old 
English  stock.  The  gi'andfather  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  all  his  life 
in  his  native  shire,  and  died  when  past  seventy  years  of  age,  having 
survived  his  wife  several  years.  Frank  Barnes,  the  father,  was  born  in 
England  about  1805.  He  learned  the  trade  of  butcher  and  followed  it 
for  a  number  of  years.  The  "steel"  which  he  Tised  at  his  trade  is  now 
owned  by  his  son,  Frank  C.  He  married  Ann  Libbett  of  the  same  town. 
He  then  became  a  farmer  on  a  large  English  estate,  and  while  living 
there  the  following  children  were  born:  John,  William,  Joseph  and 
Mary  Ann.  Mary  Ann  was  born  in  1845.  and  in  the  following  year 
when  she  was  still  an  infant  in  her  mother's  arms  the  little  family  em- 
barked on  a  sailing  vessel  that  was  pursued  by  all  the  vagaries  of  wind 
and  weather,  and  after  a  very  stormy  voyage  landed  in  New  York  City 
six  weeks  from  England.  During  the  passage  Frank  Barnes,  the  father, 
had  the  care  of  two  big  lions  and  a  valuable  horse  for  Mr.  Van  Amberg, 
the  noted  show  man  of  a  former  generation.  Mr.  Barnes  and  the  lions 
got  on  very  friendly  tei-ms,  and  the  male  showed  an  especial  fondness 
for  his  temporary  keeper.  Years  afterwards  when  Mr.  Barnes  visited 
the  Van  Amberg  circus  the  old  lion  recognized  him  at  once  and  they 
shook  hands  through  the  bars  of  the  cage. 
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On  landing  at  New  York  City  Mr.  Barnes  gave  up  his  charge  and 
accompanied  his  family  to  Monroeville  in  Huron  County.  Here  he 
earned  a  living  for  a  time  as  an  employe  in  a  brewery.  Later  he  went 
to  a  farm  in  Huron  County,  and  for  a  number  of  years  owned  a  small 
piece  of  land  there.  Prom  there  he  moved  to  Berlin  Township  in  Erie 
County,  acquired  a  farm  north  of  Berlin  Heights,  and  on  that  he  lived 
out  the  rest  of  his  honest  and  industrious  career,  dying  when  past 
seventy-two  years  of  age.  His  widow  died  four  years  later,  and  was 
about  three  score  ten  years  of  age.  The  children  bom  to  them  after 
they  came  to  the  United  States  were :  Betsy,  who  died  leaving  one  son, 
David ;  Garner,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Berlin  Heights  and  has  a  son 
and  two  daughters ;  and  Frank  C.  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

The  latter  lived  at  home,  enjoyed  its  comforts,  and  attended  school 
until  thirteen.  Since  then  he  has  been  dependent  on  his  own  resources. 
He  has  never  been  at  a  loss  for  an  occupation,  and  has  been  steadily 
progi-essing  toward  a  more  substantial  prosperity.  For  twenty-one  years 
he  was  in  the  service  of  the  Nickel  Plate  Railroad,  in  different  depart- 
ments, part  of  the  time  in  section  work  and  he  also  looked  after  the 
rolling  stock  of  the  road  to  some  extent.  Finally  leaving  the  railroad 
service  he  bought  a  small  farm  at  Joppa  Corners  in  Vermilion  Township, 
and  here  he  has  since  thriftily  pursued  his  vocation  as  a  farmer  and 
fruit  grower.  Under  his  management  his  farm  has  returned  him  steady 
profits,  and  his  neighbors  regard  him  as  well  fixed  in  life  and  also  look 
upon  him  as  an  honest  Christian  gentleman. 

In  Hudson,  Michigan,  Mr.  Barnes  married  Miss  Sarah  Barnes,  a 
cousin.  She  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Evansville,  Indiana,  a 
daughter  of  John  Barnes,  who  was  born  in  England  and  was  a  brother 
of  the  Frank  Barnes  already  mentioned.  After  coming  to  America  he 
took  some  extensive  contracts  in  building  canals.  He  married  Sarah 
Ballon,  who  was  born  in  ]\Iissouri.  Both  parents  died  a  number  of 
years  ago. 

Mrs.  Barnes  died  January  16,  1908.  at  the  age  of  fifty-three.  She 
was  the  mother  of  five  children :  Vora,  wife  of  Ed  Larcher  of  Milan 
Township ;  Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years ;  Maude,  wife 
of  Henry  Baker  of  Ogontz,  Berlin  Township ;  Callie  L..  who  lives  at 
home;  and  Frank,  who  is  a  mechanic  living  at  Elyria,  Ohio. 

SiJERMAN  E.  Snoop.  By  hard  and  suecessfiil  work  as  a  farmer,  by 
good  citizenship,  by  an  influence  steadily  directed  towards  the  better- 
ment of  his  own  family  and  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  Sherman 
E.  Shoop  has  played  a  worthy  part  in  Vermilion  Township,  where  he  has 
spent  practically  his  entire  lifetime. 

The  old  Shoop  homestead  in  which  he  was  born  November  21,  1869, 
is  located  on  the  Joppa  Road  in  Vermilion  Township.  He  grew  up  in 
those  surroundings,  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  and 
has  spent  all  his  life  in  Erie  County  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
years  from  1884  to  1886  when  he  M'as  west  in  Iowa  and  Nebraska.  Mr. 
Shoop  has  a  fine  farm  of  108  acres  much  of  it  devoted  to  general  farming 
purposes,  but  its  special  feature  is  the  large  vineyard  of  ten  or  fifteen 
acres.  Its  principal  varieties  are  the  Delawares  and  Ives.  The  gi-apes 
from  the  Shoop  vineyard  will  meet  the  highest  standards  of  viticulture 
along  the  T/ake  Erie  shore,  being  particularly  esteemed  for  their  fine 
flavor  and  the  laree  amount  of  sugar  they  contain.  Mr.  Shoop  also  has 
a  pear  orchard  of  1.50  trees  and  a  number  of  peach  trees.  Since  he  took 
possession  of  this  land  he  has  improved  it  in  many  ways,  particularly 
in  the  wav  of  buildings,  has  barns  and  sheds  for  his  stock,  grain  and 
frnil,  a)iil  has  I'emodeled  his  home  into  a  verv  comfortable  and  attractive 
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eight-room  residence.  He  is  one  of  the  practical  fruit  growers  ou  the 
southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

ilr.  Shoop  was  a  very  small  boy  when  his  grandparents  died  and  he 
has  only  few  memories  of  those  worthy  people,  who  were  of  Pennsylvania 
nativity.  Mr.  Shoop  himself  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Driver) 
Shoop,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Erie  County  and  after  their  marriage 
located  on  what  became  known  as  the  Shoop  homestead  ou  the  Joppa 
Road.  There  George  Sli,,(,p  ,li,.<l  March  21,  1882,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven.  His  widow  is  si  ill  liNinn',  and  on  February  26,  1915,  she  cele- 
brated her  eiglity-tliird  liirtliday.  She  is  now  quite  enfeebled  with 
years,  aud  she  lives  in  the  home  of  her  son  Sherman. 

Sherman  E.  Shoop  is  the  youngest  of  the  three  sons,  all  of  wliom 
are  married  and  have  homes  of  their  own.  Alvin  lives  at  Joppa  Corners 
in  Erie  County,  while  Simon  lives  in  Missouri.  Sherman  E.  Shoop 
■was  married  at  Joppa  to  Miss  Delia  L.  Driver.  She  was  born  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  but  when  nine  years  of  age  came  to  Erie  County  and 
lived  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Her  parents  were  Enoch  and 
Amarilla  (Minkler)  Driver,  both  natives  of  Maryland  and  of  English 
ancestry.  They  came  as  yoiuig  people  to  Indiana  and  some  years  after 
their  marriage  moved  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Vermilion  Township  of 
Erie  County.  Mr.  Driver  died  there  and  his  widow  is  now  a  third  time 
a  widow  and  is  living  with  her  children  in  the  State  of  "Washington, 
being  about  sixty-four  years  of  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shoop  have  two  children.  Grant  Dewey,  born  October 
2,  1899,  finished  the  course  of  the  eighth  grade  in  the  public  schools 
in  1914  aud  is  now  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  vineyard. 
Myron  was  born  March  16,  1911.  In  politics  Mr.  Shoop  is  a  democrat, 
and  is  serving  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 

Andrew  E.  Beeckel.  Successfully  established  in  business  at  Ver- 
milion as  a  dealer  in  furniture  and  as  a  funeral  director,  Mr.  Beeckel 
is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  sterling  pioni'ia-  faniilii's  of  Ei'ie  County,  though 
he  himself  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Miclii</an.  llr  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  and  influential  citizens  of  Vermilion,  where  he 
has  served  continuously  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  since 
1907  and  where  he  is  now  sei-ving  his  fourth  consecutive  year  as  presi- 
dent of  the  board,  besides  which  his  civic  loyalty  is  manifest  in  other 
directions  also,  especially  through  his  active  membership  in  the  fire 
department  of  the  thriving  and  vital  little  city. 

Mr.  Beeckel  was  born  in  Lenawee  County,  Michigan,  on  the  21st  of 
October^  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Laubach)  Beeckel, 
both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  their 
respective  parents  settled  in  the  pioneer  days,  John  Beeckel,  Sr.,  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  review,  having  been  one  of  the  pioneer 
farmers  in  Milan  Township  and  having  emigrated  to  Ohio  from  his 
German  fatherland. 

John  Beeckel,  Jr.,  father  of  him  to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedicated, 
passed  the  closing  period  of  his  life  in  Michigan,  where  he  died  in  the 
year  1876,  when  his  son  Andrew  E.  was  a  child  of  five  years,  the  latter 
having  been  but  nine  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  widowed 
mother  on  her  return  to  her  old  home  in  Erie  County.  Here  she  estab- 
lished her  residence  at  Vermilion,  where  she  has  pa.ssed  the  long  inter- 
vening years  and  where  Andrew  E.  was  reared  to  maturity,  his  educa- 
tional advantages  having  been  those  afforded  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  village  in  which  he  is  now  serving  most  efficiently  as  president  of 
the  board  of  education.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Beeckel  celebrated  her 
seventy-first  birthday  anniversary  in  1915  and  is  one  of  the  revered 
pioneer  women  of  Erie  County. 
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From  the  early  age  ol'  fourteen  years  Jlr.  Beeekel  has  been  virtually 
dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  and  that  he  has  made  the  passing 
years  count  well  in  achievement  and  worthy  service  on  his  part  needs 
no  further  voucher  than  his  standing  as  a  business  man  and  as  an  hon- 
ored and  popular  citizen  of  the  county  which  has  represented  his  home 
from  his  boyhood  days.  From  a  position  of  minor  order  in  connection 
with  business  activities  in  Vermilion  Mr.  Beeekel  made  advancement 
through  fidelity  and  effective  service  until  he  was  able  to  initiate  an 
independent  business  career.  For  eight  yeai's  he  was  liere  one  of  the 
interested  principals  in  the  George  Fischer  Lumber  Company,  and  in 
190-1  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  of  this  coi-poration  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  Imsiness  as  an  undertaker  and  as  a  dealer  in  furniture, 
both  departments  of  his  business  l)eing  maintained  at  the  best  modern 
standard  ami  liis  n|iiiliitii)ii  as  ,i  llioroiigh  and  straightforward  business 
man  coiisl  itui  iii<^  his  licsl  (•(HMiiirrcial  asset. 

Mr.  l!iMM-kfl  is  cssi-iilially  and  vilally  progressive  and  public-spirited, 
and  his  IVllow  eitizi-ns  have  had  full  appreciation  of  his  eligibility  for 
I)Ositions  of  distinctive  trust,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  is  at  the 
l)resent  tiiiip  serving  as  treasurer  of  Vermilion  Township  and  also  as 
treasurer  of  the  ]  ml  die  srhuols  of  this  township,  of  which  latter  office  he 
lias  been  the  valiii.l  iiiciiiiilifiit  for  several  years.  Since  1909  he  has  held 
also  the  office  (if  dcik  of  the  l>oanl  of  public  affairs  of  the  Village  of  Ver- 
milion, and  none  could  have  been  more  earnest  and  liberal  than  he  has 
l)een  during  his  incumbency  of  the  position  of  the  office  of  president  of 
the  Vermilion  Board  of  Education.  In  national  and  state  politics  he 
gives  support  to  the  cause  of  I  lie  (Iciiidcratic  party,  but  in  local  affairs 
he  is  not  constrained  by  strict  pai'tisan  lines.  He  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership in  tlie  local  Congregational  (  Inifch  and  he  is  serving  as  a  trustee 
of  the  same.  In  the  volunteer  tii'e  department  of  \'ei-inilion  he  has  held 
variims  elliri's  and  has  been  active  and  intinenlial  in  making  the  work 
and  sei-\iee  I'ffective.  In  a  fratenml  way  .Mr.  l>ei'ek-e|  is  affiliated  with 
Ely  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  as  well  as  with  tlie  local  organiza- 
tions of  tlie  Knights  of  the  Maccaliees  and  the  Modern  AVoodmen  of 
America,  the  while  he  and  his  family  are  popular  factors  in  the  i-epre- 
sentative  social  activities  of  the  eonimiinity. 

Mr.  Beeekel  married  .Miss  .lennie  \'ersoy,  who  was  born  in  the  City  of 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  and  of  their  three  ehildren  the  first  boi-n,  Myron  E., 
is  deceased,  the  two  surviving  children  being  Nelson  A.  and  'SI.  Lois. 

AhJHiN  .1.  Lke.  Representing  the  fine  old  American  stock  that  first 
Iienpled  and  setlleil  this  Section  of  Nortliern  Ohio,  Alnion  J.  Lee  has  for 
many  yeai-s  applied  liiiuself  siieei'ssfully  to  his  chosen  work  as  a  farmer  in 
\'erniiliiin  'I'liwnship.  With  laniiing  lie  has  combined  fruit  growing.  His 
work,  thrill  and  industry  liave  been  well  rewarded.  His  name  is  always 
spoken  with  due  respect  in  the  community  where  he  spent  most  of  his  life, 
and  his  aeioiniilishmeiit  and  thos(!  of  other  members  of  the  family  well 
justify  that  tliis  record  should  be  printed  in  permanent  form. 

The  Lee  family  came  originally  from  Maryland.  Mr.  Lee's  grand- 
fatlier,  Henry  A.  Lee,  was  born  in  the  Citj-  of  Baltimore,  and  was  married 
there  to  Polly  Driver.  The  children  born  to  them  in  Baltimore  were  John, 
•lames  and  Thomas.  Then  in  1841  this  little  family  set  out  upon  the  long 
journey  to  a  new  home  in  Ohio.  They  were  people  in  modest  circum- 
stances, and  all  their  worldly  possessions  were  stowed  upon  a  wagon 
drawn  by  a  single  horse.  They  went  along  the  highways  da.v  after  day 
before  reaching  their  destination,  and  camp(»d  out  by  the  wayside.  On 
arriving  in  Vermilion  Townshij)  they  selected  a  place  along  the  Joppa 
Road,  and  there  in  the  wild(>rness  they  cvchan'jrd  their  temporai'y  abode 
in  the  wagon  for  the  comforts  and  jnix  atioiis  of  a  log  cabin  home.    Year 
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after  yeai-  they  worked  industriously  in  improving  the  laud  and  consti- 
tuting for  themselves  and  their  children  a  better  home,  and  both  grand- 
parents lived  to  a  good  old  age.  They  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  while  the  grandfather  was  a  republican.  Of  their  three  sons  all 
grew  up  and  married,  and  the  only  one  now  living  is  Thomas,  whose 
home  is  in  Berlin  Heights.  He  is  seventy-six  years  of  age,  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  in  politics  he  is  a  repub- 
lican. 

John  Lee,  father  of  Almon  J.,  and  the  oldest  of  the  three  sons  was 
born  in  Baltimore  City  January  9,  1839,  and  died  at  his  home  on  the 
Joppa  Road  March  20,  1913.  He  was  very  young  when  the  family  came 
to  Erie  County  and  received  his  education  in  some  of  the  old  time  schools. 
For  his  vocation  he  applied  himself  to  general  farming  and  grape  grow- 
ing, and  M-ell  deserved  the  comfortable  success  he  enjoyed.  He  finally 
changed  from  the  republican  party,  with  which  he  had  early  affiliated,  to 
the  democrats.  For  his  first  wife  he  married,  in  Vermilion  Township, 
Sai-ah  Ann  Johnson.  She  was  born  in  Pennsjdvania  about  1835,  and  was 
still  a  child  when  l)rought  to  Erie  County  by  her  parents.  She  was  only 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age  when  she  died,  and  her  son  Almon  at 
that  time,  her  first  and  only  born,  was  one  year  of  age.  Mr.  John  Lee 
married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Harriet  Merriman,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  her  father  being  a  Methodist  minister  and  consequently  living  in 
many  different  localities  wliile  ]\Irs.  Lee  was  growing  to  womanhood. 
She  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  east  of  Joppa  Corners,  and  is 
now  past  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  She  has  been  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  Mr.  John  Lee  was  of  the  same  faith. 

Almon  J.  Lee  was  born  December  21,  1856.  As  a  boy  he  attended 
the  local  schools,  and  after  his  marriage  he  made  his  home  for  a  number 
of  yeai*s  in  the  villages  of  Berlin  Heights  and  Vermilion.  He  has  now 
been  identified  for  a  long  time  with  the  community  at  Ashmont  in  Ver- 
milion Township,  and  his  home  is  on  the  Joppa  Road.  Mr.  Lee  as  the 
result  of  many  years  of  steady  industry  has  accumulated  seventy  acres 
of  good  farm  land.  Of  this  he  has  nine  acres  in  fruit,  and  has  a  very 
attractive  and  prosperous  looking  home.  He  and  his  family  reside  in  an 
eleven-room  residence  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  large  lawn,  and  sur- 
rounded by  vai'ious  farms  and  outbuildings. 

On  Hill  street  in  Vermilion  Township  Mr.  Lee  married  Miss  Rozella 
Hill.  She  was  born  in  the  liouse  that  still  stands  on  the  old  Hill  farm 
December  28,  1862,  and  has  spent  practically  all  her  life  in  Erie  County. 
Her  parents  were  John  W.  and  Charlotte  (Swartwood)  Hill,  both  natives 
of  Ohio.  They  were  reared  in  Vermilion  Township  and  were  married 
there.  The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Lee  was  David  Hill,  who  came  in  the 
early  days  to  Florence  Township  and  secured  a  large  tract  of  land, 
improved  much  of  it,  and  his  instrumentality  in  laying  out  Hill  Street 
or  Hill  Road  caused  that  thoroughfare  to  be  named  in  his  honor.  David 
Hill  and  wife  both  died  in  Erie  County  when  old  people,  and  John  W. 
Hill  and  wife  were  likewise  full  of  years  when  called  to  their  final 
reward.  John  W.  Hill  was  one  of  the  well  known  and  successful  farmers 
of  Florence  Township,  was  a  republican  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife 
were  memliers  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  naturally  take  much  pride  in  their  children,  several 
of  whom  have  already  assumed  the  serious  responsibilities  of  the  world 
and  are  making  good.  The  oldest,  Vedah  A.,  is  the  wife  of  Arthur 
Heys,  and  they  live  in  Elyria  and  have  a  son  Floyd.  Elgia  L.,  who  runs 
a  market  in  Rocky  River,  Ohio,  married  Elsie  Kitson  and  has  three 
children  named  Gilbert  K.,  Evelyn  and  Grace  E.  Walter  H.  is  showing 
a  great  deal  of  executive  and  administrative  ability  in  assisting  his 
father  run  the  farm,  and  like  the  other  children  completed  a  good  edu- 


1128  HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

cation  iu  the  local  coumiou  schools  aud  high  school.  The  daughter 
Helen,  the  youngest,  is  still  at  home  and  a  student  in  the  local  schools. 
Mr.  Lee  and  his  sons  are  republicans  in  politics  and  since  he  was  twenty- 
one  yeai-s  of  age  he  has  been  a  ]\lason  aud  is  at  present  a  member  of 
Ely  Lodge,  No.  424,  F.  &  A.  M.,  has  tilled  several  of  the  chairs  and  his 
son  Walter  is  also  affiliated  with  the  same  body  of  Masons. 

Orra  G.  Jump.  It  is  the  ambition  of  every  man  to  make  his  work 
and  ability  count  for  something  in  the  world.  The  woi-ld's  work  is 
cari'ied  on  by  a  great  multitude  of  individuals  aud  there  is  a  place  and 
responsibility  for  everyone  who  has  the  proper  sense  of  duty,  and  is 
willing  to  serve  himself  best  by  serving  othei-s.  One  of  the  men'  of  Erie 
County  who  has  accepted  these  opportunities  wdth  good  grace  and  is 
now  performing  a  worthy  part  is  Orra  6.  Jump,  who  combines  his 
business  as  a  railroad  station  agent  and  telegraph  operator  with  fruit 
growing  and  farming.  In  farming  he  is  pai'ticulai-ly  assisted  by  his  son, 
now  a  very  capable  J'oung  man,  only  recently  having  turned  his  majority. 

Very  close  to  where  he  now  lives  on  Joppa  Road  in  Vermilion  Town- 
ship, Orra  G.  Jump  was  born  August  9,  1869.  He  has  spent  nearly  all 
his  life  in  this  county  and  in  1S92  he  accepted  a  place  on  the  payroll  of 
the  Nickel  Plate  Railway  as  telegraph  operator  at  Florence  Siding.  In 
1899  he  took  up  his  duties  as  agent  and  operator  at  Shin  Rock,  when 
that  was  matle  a  station  on  the  Nickel  Plate  road.  He  has  been  a 
faithful  emploj'ee  of  the  Nickel  Plate  system  for  twenty-three  years. 
In  1902  he  bought  from  his  father  twenty-five  acres  where  he  now  lives 
at  Ashmont  on  the  Joppa  Road  in  Vermilion  Township.  Since  then  he 
has  carried  forward  many  improvements.  One  of  these  was  the  con- 
struction of  a  good  barn,  20x30  feet,  and  one  special  feature  of  his  farm 
is  an  excellent  vineyard  of  two  acres.  From  this  he  has  gathered  as 
high  as  seven  tons  of  grapes.  The  soil  is  especially  adapted  to  grape 
growing  of  the  finest  quality  and  quantity.  He  also  owns  tweutj'-four 
acres  just  across  the  road  from  his  homestead  and  has  two  acres  of  that 
set  in  apples. 

This  is  a  family  that  has  long  been  identified  with  this  section  of 
Ni)ithtrn  Ohio.  His  grandfather,  Ira  Jump,  was  of  New  YorkState  and 
<  oiiriiclicut  lineage.  He  married  Sarah  Dann,  and  for  some  years  they 
li\i(l  on  Long  Island  where  some  of  their  children  were  born.  During 
till'  (li'cade  of  the  '30s  they  came  west  to  Ohio  and  located  on  a  new 
f.inii  on  the  Joppa  Road  in  Veimiilion  Township.  Here  the  grand- 
jiai'i'iits  .spent  the  rest  of  their  days,  as  quiet,  industrious  and  honored 
citizens.  The  grandmother  passed  away  when  about  seventy  and  the 
grandfather  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  In  politics  he  was  a  republican. 
Some  of  their  children  are  still  living.  Lorenzo  is  now  ninety-two  years 
of  -.I'j^r.  Othci'  sons  were  Levi,  Rufus  E.,  Charles  L.  aud  Giles  L.  The 
(hiuuliici-  L.uii'a  A.  died  after  her  marriage  to  Harvey  Sanders,  who  is 
alsii  ilii-casc.l.  and  their  son  Levi  H.  Sanders  married  Roxy  Ann  Sanders 
of  Vermilion  Township.  The  davighter  Abigail  is  the  widow  of  William 
Driver  and  she  is  now  living  in  Indiana  at  the  age  of  ninety.  Mary  is 
the  widow  of  William  Hobbs  and  lives  in  Indiana  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight.     Catherine  is  deceased. 

Giles  L.  Jump,  father  of  Orra  G.,  was  born  in  Vermilion  Township 
January  7.  1845,  and  spent  his  active  career  as  a  farmer  and  fruit 
grower.  He  died  at  tlie  old  homestead  February  11,  1913.  He  made  a 
record  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  served  two  years  with  the  98th 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  chiefly  on  guard  duty  at  Camp  Chase  near 
Columbus.  Giles  Jump  married  Mary  Pickett.  She  was  born  in  Mary- 
land, March  17,  18.50.  and  came  to  Erie  County  a  young  girl.  She  is  a 
sister  of  William  Pickett,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Erie  County.     Mrs 
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Giles  Jump  is  now  living  at  the  home  of  her  son  Orra.  Orra  G.  Jump 
has  two  sisters:  Mrs.  Bertha  Crum  and  ^Irs.  ilyrtle  Altvater  of 
Castalia. 

In  the  neighborhood  where  he  gi'ew  up  Mr.  Jump  married  Miss 
Nettie  Bryant.  She  was  born  at  Monclova  in  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1871,  a  daughter  of  Lovinus  A.  and  Fannie  M.  (Hakes) 
Bryant,  who  were  both  born  in  Ohio  and  were  married  in  Paulding 
County,  Ohio,  lived  for  some  years  in  Lucas  County,  where  Mr.  Bryant 
followed  his  trade  as  painter  and  later  was  a  farmer.  He  died  there  in 
1880  at  the  age  of  about  forty-five.  His  widow  passed  away  in  Norwalk 
three  years  later  aged  thirty-four.  Mrs.  Jump  was  nine  years  of  age 
when  she  came  to  Erie  county,  and  since  then  she  has  made  her  home 
in  this  locality. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jump  have  two  living  children.  Bernice  Ora,  born 
January  12,  1893,  was  educated  in  the  local  public  schools  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  Vermilion  High  School,  spent  four  years  as  a  teacher,  and 
is  now  a  member  of  the  class  of  1916  in  the  old  Ohio  University  at 
Athens.  Wilmer  L.,  who  is  a  capable  assistant  to  his  father  on  the 
farm,  was  born  July  17,  1891,  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school 
at  Vermilion  in  1911. 

William  T.  Pickett.  One  of  Vermilion  Township's  highly  respected 
citizens  is  William  T.  Pickett,  the  owner  of  a  farm  which  has  considerable 
distinction  in  that  township  for  the  fine  quality  and  variety  of  peaches 
that  come  from  it  and  go  to  the  markets  each  year.  Mr.  Pickett  has 
lived  a  quiet,  honorable  and  upright  life,  has  worked  hard,  and  has 
ample  provisions  for  declining  years. 

He  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Maryland,  April  26,  1846,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Matilda  (Driver)  Pickett,  who  wei-e  also  natives  of 
Carroll  County,  Maryland,  and  of  old  Southern  stock.  Wliile  the  con- 
nection has  not  been  accurately  traced,  it  is  believed  that  this  branch 
of  the  Pickett  family  is  not  distantly  related  with  that  which  gave  the 
Southern  Confederacy  one  of  its  greatest  generals,  the  leader  of  the 
famous  Pickett's  charge  at  Gettysburg.  Mr.  Pickett's  maternal  gi-and- 
father  was  a  Methodist  minister  and  also  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and 
came  to  Ohio  as  a  pioneer  preacher  and  died  in  Erie  County  in  old  age. 
Thomas  Pickett,  the  father,  was  a  blacksmith,  and  died  in  Carroll  County, 
Maiyland,  when  in  middle  life.  His  widow  with  her  four  children  then 
came  out  to  Ohio  and  located  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  in  Vermilion 
township.  Here  she  married  a  Mr.  Slocum,  and  they  spent  the  rest  of 
their  lives  on  their  farm  in  Vermilion  township.  She  was  eighty-four 
years  of  age  when  she  died  and  Mr.  Slocum  was  also  an  old  man.  She 
was  for  many  years  a  Methodist,  but  later  became  a  member  of  the 
Latter  Day  Saints.  By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Slocum  she  had  a  son, 
Morris  D.  Slocum,  who  lives  on  a  farm  at  Ogontz  in  Berlin  Township, 
and  is  the  father  of  three  daughters,  two  of  whom  are  now  married. 
William  T.  Pickett  was  the  oldest  of  four  childi-en.  His  sister  Lucy 
died  after  her  marriage  to  Andrew  Date,  leaving  two  children,  Ethel, 
now  deceased,  and  Clayton,  who  is  married.  Mary  R.  is  the  wife  of 
Giles  L.  Jump,  a  farmer  in  Vermilion  township,  and  their  children  are 
Ora  G.,  Bertha,  Myrtle,  and  Ellis.  James  W.  is  a  mechanic  in  Elyria 
and  has  four  sons  named  William,  Guy,  Harry  and  Carl. 

Owing  to  famih'  circumstances  William  T.  Pickett  has  to  spend 
much  of  his  youth  and  childhood  among  strangers  and  what  he  has 
accomplished  has  been  the  direct  result  of  his  own  well  directed  labors. 
When  he  was  less  than  eight  years  of  age  he  went  to  live  with  Mordecai 
Lee,  on  a  farm  near  Lake  Erie,  and  in  that  home  he  spent  the  rest  of 
his  youth.     On  reaching  manhood  he  started  out  on  his  own  accoiint. 
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worked  for  others  for  a  luuuber  of  years,  and  by  careful  saving  was 
finally  able  to  buy  341.^  acres  of  land.  He  made  this  purchase  in  1875. 
The  Pickett  farm  is  located  near  Joppa  Corners  in  Venniliou  township. 
It  is  nearly  all  in  cultivation,  but  the  conspicuous  feature  of  the 
place  is  the  orchard  of  1,000  fruit  trees,  including  such  leading 
varieties  as  the  Elberta,  the  Bear  Smock,  Champion  Yellow,  St.  John 
Fitzgerald,  and  the  Salloway.  This  orchard  yields  nearly  1,000 
bushels  of  peaches  every  year,  and  while  its  care  and  superintendence 
are  a  large  responsibility  upon  Mr.  Pickett  he  enjoys  a  corresponding 
profit.  As  he  has  never  married  he  has  little  need  for  a  large  home, 
but  has  a  house  of  sulist.niti.il  roinforts,  and  sufficient  barns  and  out- 
buildings to  meet  all  I'ciiiiirriMcnts. 

In  politics  Mr.  Pickett  is  a  democrat  and  for  a  number  of  years 
served  as  constable  of  the  township.  He  has  been  strictly  honest  in  all 
his  dealings  and  has  long  been  able  to  say  that  he  owes  no  man  a  dollar. 

GeorCe  G.  Glime.  What  the  possibilities  are  of  Erie  County  agri- 
culture as  a  means  of  independence  and  profit  are  well  illustrated  by  the 
case  of  George  G.  Glime,  whose  fine  farm  lies  in  Florence  Township. 
Mr.  Glime  spent  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  active  service  as  a 
railroad  man,  and  w'as  reared  on  a  farm  and  since  returning  to  country 
life  has  shown  a  capacity  for  accomplishment  in  that  line  such  as  few 
of  the  veterans  have  attained. 

His  birth  occurred  in  Vermilion  township  of  Erie  County  February 
17,  1862.  His  parents,  Philip  and  Catherine  Glime,  were  born  in  Hesse 
Cassel,  Germany,  and  of  old  German  stock.  They  came  when  young 
people  in  the  same  vessel  from  Bremen  to  New  York  in  the  winter  of 
1858-59,  spending  six  weeks  on  the  voyage.  From  New  York  they  came 
on  to  Vermilion  township,  and  were  married  there  in  1859  and  then 
secured  a  small  farm  of  sixteen  acres  in  that  locality.  The  father 
worked  industriously  and  improved  his  land.  liut  gained  his  livelihood 
and  support  for  his  growing  family  ;it  liisl  by  employment  in  Leonard's 
stone  quarry  near  his  home,  and  for  liLzlil  yrars  operated  a  "whip  saw" 
in  making  ship  lumber  for  tlie  vessels  wliieh  were  being  constructed  in 
the  Vermilion  shipyard.  •' Whips.iwini,'"'  has  long  passed  out  as  a 
feature  of  the  industiy  connerieil  with  ship  building,  but  a  number  of 
years  ago  it  was  a  trade  rei|uirine  s])eeial  proficiency  and  skill,  and  was 
paid  for  at  so  much  per  foot.  Philip  Glime  was  able  to  make  about 
$5.00  a  day  at  that  kind  of  labor  and  that  was  considered  very  high 
wages.  In  1871  he  trad(>d  the  little  place  which  he  had  first  bought  in 
part  payment  for  tlie  f^iini  wbieh  is  now  owned  by  his  son  George, 
situated  on  the  Lake  IwkkI  "iie  mile  north  of  Florence  Village  in  Florence 
Towiisliip,  and  eniiii>i'isiiie'  liri\-li\-e  acres.  At  that  time  the  land  was 
litlle  improved  ami  its  iMiildines  consisted  of  a  small  log  house  and  a 
little  frame  .Iweliine,  In  ls7!i  IMiilip  (dime  moved  to  East  Toledo,  and 
on  February  Iti,  Ks.su,  was  aeeulenlally  killed  on  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad 
tracks  near  his  home.  While  stepping  from  one  track  to  the  other  he 
was  struck  from  behind  by  a  rapidly  moving  train  and  instantly  killed. 
He  was  then  fifty-five  years  of  age.  Two  months  later  his  widow  and 
her  children  returned  to  Florence  Township  and  resumed  their  residence 
on  the  old  farm,  where  the  widowed  mother  died  in  July,  18SS,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five.  Both  parents  were  members  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  and  in  polities  he  was  a  democrat.  There  were  five  sons:  John 
was  aeeidentally  killed  while  crossing  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  tracks 
at  Vt'i-milion  in  1893,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  this  being  the  second 
fatality  of  the  kind  in  one  family ;  the  next  in  age  is  George ;  Henry  is 
a  farmer  east  of  Florence  Village  and  by  his  marriage  to  Minnie  Sinning- 
ham  has  the  following  children :    William,  George,  Lucy,  Carl,  Elizabeth, 
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Albert,  Henry,  Robcii  and  Minnie;  Philip,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty 
years,  had  been  twice  inanicd.  and  there  are  two  children  of  his  first 
wife,  Archie,  who  is  now  a  nmsieian  in  the  United  States  Navy,  and  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Stephens,  whose  husband  is  a  teller  in  the  bank  at  Berlin 
Heights;  Barney  is  a  railroad  man  in  the  West  and  has  two  children, 
George  and  Helen. 

George  G.  Glime  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm,  and  after  attending 
the  public  schools  for  the  usual  peiidd  siaited  out  in  life  to  become  a 
railroad  man,  which  was  the  i^riniijial  ol)jeit  of  his  boyhood  ambition. 
He  made  good  at  the  occupation  and  served  altogether  for  twenty-five 
years,  being  in  the  employ  of  railways  all  the  w-ay  from  Ohio  to  San 
Francisco  and  in  capacities  from  brakeman,  switehnuin,  yard  foreman, 
yardmaster,  to  freight  conductor.  While  at  Salt  Lake  City  in  charge 
of  a  train  he  lost  his  right  foot,  and  being  thus  disabled  had  to  retire 
from  active  railroad  life.  He  was  a  member  ol'  both  the  Brotherhood  of 
Conductors  and  of  Brakemen,  and  from  the  former  of  these  orders 
received  $5,000.00  in  benefits  and  from  the  latter  $1,200.00.  This  capital, 
added  to  his  modest  savings,  he  brought  back  to  Erie  County,  the  scene 
of  his  early  boyhood,  and  bought  back  the  old  homestead,  which  in  the 
meantime  had  passed  into  other  ownei'ship  and  was  at  that  time  owned  by 
Paul  Sackt. 

While  sentimental  icasons  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  Mr. 
Glime's  purchase  of  the  old  home,  there  are  few  farms  in  Erie  Co^inty 
which  have  better  iijiaid  intelligt-nt  management  and  thrifty  enterprise. 
When  he  bought  the  land  it  was  almost  worthless  as  a  ci-op  farm,  and 
had  seriously  deteriorated  under  inefficient  and  slothful  management 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  applied  himself  with  the  energy  and  pro- 
ficiency which  had  become  the  habit  of  his  character  through  his  long 
railroad  experience  and  in  a  few  years  had  the  land  on  a  paying  basis. 
He  has  cut  up  the  farm  into  seventeen  different  lots,  and  has  success- 
fully puisued  tile  rotation  system  of  management.  All  these  separate 
lots  are  fenced  and  tlie  land  is  thoroughly  drained  into  the  county  ditch 
which  crosses  the  farm.  Mr.  Glime  now  has  an  excellent  orchard  of  two 
acres  and  by  intensive  methods  lias  made  his  land  grow  a  hundred 
bushels  of  corn  per  acre,  thirty  bushels  of  w  heat  and  about  fifty  bushels 
of  oats.  A  part  of  it  he  keeps  in  pasture  and  meadow  and  each  .season 
changes  his  crop  from  one  field  lo  the  next  in  order.  He  also  keeps  good 
grades  of  stock  of  different  kinds  and  has  one  of  the  best  country  homes 
in  Florence  Township,  a  twd-stoi'v  ten-room  house  with  a  clean  and, 
sanitary  basement,  tin'  house  lieine  healed  hy  |ii|ieless  furnace  and  lighted 

by  acetylene  gas.     'Sir.  Glime  -i takinu  possession  has  made  his  farm 

worth  more  than  ten  Ihonsand  dollais  and  in  fact  has  invested  that 
much  either  originally  or  in  subse(|uenl  improvi-ments.  He  is  a  very 
methodical  and  systematic  man  and  hesides  his  individual  prosperity  his 
example  is  worth  a  great  deal  to  the  community. 

He  was  married  in  Berlin  Heights  to  Elizabeth  (Foxl  Hine,  widow 
of  Norman  Hine  and  a  sister  of  Peter  Fox  of  Milan.  Mrs.  Hine  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  at  Milan,  and  by  her  first  marriage  has  two 
children:  Wilbur  F.  Hine.  who  is  now  twent\'  years  of  aare  and  living 
at  home;  and  Theoficia.     Mr.  Glime  is  a  republican  in  polities. 

Cii.VRLEs  F.  Decker.  The  thriving  little  City  of  Vermilion,  Erie 
County,  claims  as  one  of  its  progi'essive  and  representative  business  men 
the  well  known  citizen  whose  name  appears  above  and  who  here  con- 
ducts a  substantial  business  as  a  dealer  in  coal  and  Imildinu-  supplies, 
further  interest  attaching  to  his  career  by  reason  of  his  lieiim  a  native  of 
Erie  County,  with  whose  history  the  family  name  luis  liein  closely  and 
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worthily  identified  with  civic  and  business  activities  in  Vermilion  for 
more  than  half  a  century. 

Mr.  Decker  was  born  at  Vermilion  on  the  9th  of  November,  1862, 
and  is  a  son  of  Christopher  F.  and  Eve  (Real)  Decker,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Germany  and  both  of  whom  were  honored  pioneer  citizens 
of  Vermilion  at  the  time  of  their  death,  each  having  attained  to  the 
venera.ble  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Christopher  F.  Decker  was  one  of 
the  early  .settlers  of  Vermilion,  which  was  a  mere  pioneer  village  at  the 
time  when  he  here  established  his  home,  and  for  more  than  fifty  years 
he  was  here  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  wagons  and  carriages, 
known  as  a  skilled  mechanic,  reliable  and  enterprising  business  man  and 
loyal  citizen  of  steadfast  integrity  and  marked  civic  enterprise.  He 
was  a  stalwart  republican  in  politics  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
zealous  and  influential  members  of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Vermilion  for  many  years  prior  to  their  death,  their  names 
and  iiiciiKirics  Iiciiil;-  held  in  lasting  honor  in  the  community  that  so  long 

Cluirlis  l'\  Deckel-  was  reared  to  maturity  in  Vermilion  and  to  its 
l)ulilie  seliiNils  he  is  indebted  fill-  his  early  educational  discipline,  which 
has  heeii  iiHist  eir(eii\ely  si  1 1 1 1  >h  I  lie]  it  ei  1  by  the  lessons  that  the  man  of 
wisihiiii  is  ever  able  loae(|uiie  in  the  lieiiiunant  school  of  practical  experi- 
ence. He  has  been  actively  itlentitied  with  his  present  line  of  business 
enterprise  since  1885,  and  thus  is  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  veteran 
business  men  of  his  native  city,  the  while  his  well  directed  activities 
have  brought  to  him  substantial  and  well  merited  success,  besides  which 
he  has  so  lived  and  wroiight  as  to  receive  the  high  regard  of  all  who 
know  him,  his  circle  of  friends  in  his  native  county  being  limited  only 
by  that  of  his  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Decker  has  always  shown  deep  and  loyal  interest  in  all  that 
touches  the  social  and  material  welfare  of  his  native  city  and  county, 
has  lieen  unflagging  in  his  advocacy  of  the  cause  of  the  rei)nlilieaii  party, 
has  served  one  term  as  a  member  of  the  city  couiieil  i>\'  NCrniilion,  and 
one  term,  of  two  years,  as  a  member  of  the  munieipal  bnard  of  public 
affairs.  Though  he  is  a  stalwart  republican  in  state  and  national  atfaii-s, 
he  transcends  partisan  lines  in  the  local  field,  where  no  generic  issues 
are  involved,  and  gives  support  to  men  and  measures  meeting  the 
ai)|)roval  iiT  his  .judi^nient.  lie  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
with  the  Kniulits  of  Ihe  Maecahees,  and  with  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of 
Security,  with  tln'  \'efiiiilioii  (ii-,i:anizations  of  whii-h  he  is  prominently 
identified,  lie  is  a  director  of  the  Erie  County  Banlsini;-  ( 'i)iiii)any,  which 
conducts  the  representative  banking  institution  in  Neiniilinii.  and  as  a 
substantial  business  man  his  success  has  been  the  direct  result  of  the 
application  of  his  own  energy  and  ability. 

As  a  young  man  Mr.  Decker  wedded  Miss  Lena  Leimbach,  who  like- 
wise was  born  and  reared  in  Vermilion  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  the 
late  (Mia lies  Leimbach,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Erie  County.  Mrs. 
Deeki  r  iiassed  to  the  life  eternal  December  18,  1911,  secure  in  the  affec- 
tidiiale  regard  of  all  who  had  come  within  the  compass  of  her  gracious 
influence.  Of  the  five  children  of  this  union  four  ai'e  living,  Ruth, 
Catherine,  Pauline  and  Mary,  the  only  son,  Chai-les  C,  having  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years. 

Edmind  H.  ZuiiiioKST.  On  the  business  history  of  the  City  of  San- 
dusky liieic  aiii)ears  the  name  of  Edmund  H.  Zurhorst  written  in  bold 
and  h'liihh'  eliaraeti'rs.  From  the  time  of  his  return  to  this  city,  after 
tile  cidsi'  (if  the  Civil  war,  he  has  been  continuously  interested  in  the 
tir-ow  Ih  and  intei'ests  of  this  his  home  city  and  always  retained  his  voting 
residence    licr'e.      After  a    nuiuher   of   vears'  service   in   the   New    York 
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Custom  House  and  one  year  with  the  New  York  house  of  Jay  Cooke  & 
Company,  he  returned  to  his  home  city  to  engage  iu  business.  He  has 
been  an  active  and  influential  factor  in  the  city  interests  and  of  the 
State  of  Ohio.  Large  as  have  been  his  business  iiiici-fsis  jind  heavy  as 
have  been  his  responsibilities,  he  has  not  allownl  iln'm  \u  intri-fcre  with 
the  performance  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen,  and  his  ((iiilrihulidus  in  the 
latter  dii-eetion  have  been  as  numerous  and  as  helpful  as  those  of  any 
one  individual  during  the  period  of  Sandusky's  growth  from  an  incon- 
sequential town  to  a  lake  city  whose  importance  is  recognized  universally. 
Mr.  Zurhorst  was  born  in  June,  1845,  iu  the  City  of  Montreal,  Can- 
ada, and  is  a  son  of  William  H.  and  Letitia  (McKenna)  Zurhorst.  His 
father,  born  in  London,  England,  emigrated  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
in  middle  life  and  took  up  his  residence  at  Montreal,  and  iu  1849,  with 
his  family,  removed  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  upholstering  goods  and  passed  his  last  years.  Edmund  H. 
Zurhorst  had  entered  the  high  school  course  :il  Siimliisky  when,  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  the  low  state  of  the  riiiiiil.\  "s  linaneial  circum- 
stances made  it  necessary  to  discontinue  his  siiidiis  nml  secure  a  posi- 
tion in  which  he  could  eoiitrihnic  io  tlie  riniiily  su|>|iii)-t.  lie  iiecufilinuly 
secured  employment  on  lake  \issrls  and  was  a  saihn-  nn  li'csh  wairr  for 
about  one  year,  and  in  his  sixlemlh  \iar  he  sldpprd  lictorc  flic  mast 
and  sailed  on  the  orean.  When  he  was  ninriccn  years  of  age,  or  in  1864, 
he  returned  home  and  joined  the  United  Stales  Xavy,  with  which  he 
served  tluring  the  rest  of  the  Civil  war,  aetiiiy  lioth  as  seaman  and  as 
surgeon's  steward.  His  service  finished,  he  came  to  Sandusky  and 
for  several  years  sailed  on  the  lakes  in  various  positions,  then  going  to 
the  New  York  Custom  House  under  General  Arthur,  and  resigning  his 
position  after  seven  years'  service.  He  (hen  iet\ifned  to  Sandusky  and 
directed  his  attention  to  general  business  and  slnpidne'.  e\iiii  iially  liuild- 
ing  and  operating  two  steamers  on  the  <ii-ea1  I,al:es.  As  nianauine  owner 
Mr.  Zui'horst  also  heeanie  interested  in  liie  :\lai-hlelie,-i(l  l.ime  Company 
of  Sandusky,  and  was  its  president  in  iss,.  when  the  eoni|iaHy  disposed 
of  its  interests,  its  business  was  exceeded  in  Imlk  hy  lew  eoneerns  of 
the  kind  in  the  United  States.  He  was  the  oi  iuinal  secretary  and  chief 
promoter  of  the  Sandusky  &  Cohimbus  Short  Line  llailroad  fnow  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad),  and  was  one  of  the  )n(isl  active  directors  of 
the  construction  company  which  built  the  line,  aud  its  secretary.  For 
many  years  he  served  as  general  agent  of  the  Columbus,  Sandusky  & 
Hocking  Railroad,  with  headquarters  at  Sandusky.  Among  other  indus- 
tries of  note  whicli  'Slv.  Zurhorst  has  been  connected  may  be  mentioned 
the  C.  C.  Keech  <'oiiipany,  dealers  in  hides  and  pelts  and  tannery;  the 
Second  National  I'.ank,  of  which  he  was  a  stockholder  and  director;  the 
Emma  Coal  Company.  Jackson,  Ohio,  as  president;  the  Crown  I'ipe  and 
Foundry  Company,  Jackson,  Ohio,  as  vice  president;  the  Sandnsky  Con- 
struction Company,  of  which  he  was  the  secretary;  the  Sandusky  Im- 
provement and  Investment  Coniiniiiy;  and  llu'  ^lanstield  Short  Line 
Railway  Company,  of  which  he  was  a  directoi-  and  secretary;  the  Trora- 
mey  Malt  Compan\'.  Fremont,  Ohio,  liiing  its  in-esidi^nl  ;  and  the  Fremont 
Lumber  and  Sup]>iy  ( 'onqiany,  of  which  he  was  president.  Mr.  Zurhorst. 
as  chairman  of  the  hailioi-  .•oniuiillee  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Sandusky,  was  lare-ely  inslimnental  in  securing  the  assistance  of  Congress 
which  resulted  in  the  improvement  of  the  Sandnsky  Harbor  and  securing 
all  the  lights  now  in  harbor  use.  Duriii'j'  I'lvsident  Arthur's  administra- 
tion he  held  the  office  of  assistant  Uniled  Stales  weigher  in  the  New 
York  Customs  !Io\ise,  and  he  has  also  acted  as  deputy  collector  of  internal 
revenue  for  tla  Ndrthern  District  of  Ohio  and  as  collector  of  customs 
for  the  San.luskx.  Ohio.  District. 

On  Se])tenilier  I'.l.  1874,  Mr.  Zurhorst  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Harriet  W'isl  Keech,  daughter  of  the  late  C.  C.  Keech,  of  Sandusky, 
Ohio.     She  died  Jannary  29,  1890,  leaving  three  children:     Christopher 
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C,  William  K.  and  ilary  L.  AVilliam  K.  Zurliorst  died  October  28,  1902, 
as  a  result  of  disabilities  received  while  serving  as  a  soldier  during  the 
Spanish- American  war  in  Cuba. 

Mr.  Zurhorst  is  a  tliirty-socniid  ili'jrn^o  Vinson,  Sr-nttisli  Rite,  and  a 
member  of  all  the  iMidics  of  tlic  York  liilr,  iii.-lii,i;ii-  the  ( '(nnniandery. 
He  is  a  noble  of  the  .Mysli,-  Sliriin-  .iii.l  ;i  iiimilH.i'  nf  ih,.  limcvoK.nt  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  i.s  w  iilcl,\  mid  f.ivcir.ilily  known  in  fraternal 
circles.  Politically  he  is  a  stalwmt  sii|i|Hiil(r  uf  the  principles  of  the 
republican  party.  He  has  taken  :irti\.'  ;iih|  i'rs|Hiiisilile  interest  in  county 
and  state  politics,  pjijoyiito-  the  pnMin.il  rrinulship  of  the  party  leaders 
which  inelndcil  I'rcsi.lriils  Arilnir  ;iiiil  .McKiiiley,  also  especially  the" late 
Senator  HainKi.  wlmsr  iHismial  IVini.lsliip  he  enjoyed.  As  a  party 
leader  locally  Jlr.  Zurhorst  enjuved  the  cuuHdenee  and  assistance  of  his 
political  associates  and  citizens.  Mr.  Zurhorst  holds  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  classes  of  citizens  and  is  justly  accounted  one  of  the 
solid  and  substantial  business  men  of  the  City  of  Sandusky. 

R.\YMOND  "W.  Rockwell.  Since  the  year  1860  Raymond  AV.  Rock- 
well has  been  a  resident  of  East  Oxford.  Imviiitr  cniiio  tlicr!'  wlii'U  n  youth, 
and  since  attaining  manhood  has  been  pidspcrdii.sly  idcnlilinl  with  the 
agricultural  enterprise  of  that  eommun it \  \\itli  iIp'  I'xrcplidn  nf  live  years 
spent  in  Lenawee  County,  Michigan.  His  Jong'  residence,  his  well  known 
integrity  of  character,  and  his  official  position  at  different  times  in  town- 
ship affairs  have  brought  him  an  influential  place  in  the  life  of  Erie 
County. 

Mr.  Rockwell  is  in  fact  a  native  of  Erie  County,  and  his  family  were 
among  the  early  settlers.  He  was  born  in  Milan  Township,  August  7, 
1851,  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Wilcox)  Rockwell,  his  father  a  native  of 
Delaware  Coimty,  New  York,  and  his  mother  of  Connecticut.  John 
Rockwell  came  from  New  York  State  to  Ohio  about  1835,  the  family  first 
settlinsj  in  I-nrain  County,  but  after  a  short  residence  there  he  came  to 
Erie  Ciiiiiity.  Ideating  in  ]Milan  Township.  He  was  there  early  enough 
to  lii'i-diiie  idiiitilied  with  the  pioneer  settlement  and  development,  and 
lived  there  until  his  death. 

In  1860,  when  Raymond  W.  Rockwell  was  nine  years  old,  his  parents 
moved  into  Oxford  Township,  and  he  grew  up  in  that  locality,  acquiring 
his  education  in  the  public  schools,  supplemented  by  much  olisei-vntion 
and  experience  of  men  and  affairs  in  after  life.  In  Novetnlii  i,  isTS,  he 
married  Jliss  Louisa  C.  Koch.  Mrs.  Rockwell  was  born  in  (lei'uiany  and 
was  brought  to  this  country  when  quite  youufr  by  her  fallirr,  .lohn  P. 
Koch,  who  for  many  years  has  been  a  re^ideui  of  Oxlerd  Tdwusliip  and 
is  npw  a  venerable  octogenarian.  Mr.  and  .Mis.  IJdckwell  are  Hie  i)arents 
of  four  children  :  Minnie  E.,  wife  of  Irviu  Fox,  living  near  Lancaster, 
Ohio;  William  F.,  of  North  Monroeville  ;  Sarah  P.,  wife  of  Frank  Keinzly, 
of  Oxford  Townsliip,  and  John  P..  now  deceased. 

In  a  public  way  Mr.  Rockwell  served  two  terms  as  a  trustee  of  Ox- 
ford Township  and  has  liberally  suppdil.d  every  movement  that  would 
make  this  community  a  more  juduirssix  !•  i)lace  as  an  agricultural  dis- 
trict and  the  locality  of  homes  aiul  institutions.  He  is  a  republican,  and 
is  affiliated  witli  the  Knights  of  the  ^laccabees  at  Bloomingville. 

Ephr.mm  J.  H.\STiNGS.  During  an  active  career  of  nearly  twenty 
years  Mr.  Hastings  has  been  known  for  his  capable  work  as  a  grain 
"thresherman,  as  a  road  contractor,  and  more  recently  as  the  popular 
and  genial  merchant  at  Parkerstown  in  Groton  Township. 

I\Iost  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Groton  Township,  where  he  was 
born  Sei)t  ember  20,  187G,  a  son  of  James  H.  and  Martha  (Kersliner) 
Hastings,  liis  father  now  deceased  and  his  mother  a  resident  of  Groton 
Township  in  her  sixty-eighth  year. 

Mr.  Hastings  grew  \ip  in  his  native  township,  attended  the  public 
schools,    and    soon    embarked    on    n    life    of   practical    accomplishments. 
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For  about  twenty  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a  threshing 
outfit  among  the  grain  raisers  of  this  county,  and  in  that  way  acquired 
a  large  acquaintance  and  at  the  same  time  furnished  an  excellent 
service.  For  a  number  of  years  he  also  combined  this  with  his  business 
as  a  contractor  for  road  construction  and  has  built  many  miles  of  im- 
proyed  highways  in  this  section  of  Ohio.  In  November,  1914,  he  bought 
the  old  established  mercantile  house  at  Parkertown  formerly  owned 
by  M.  L.  Starr,  and  has  shown  a  great  deal  of  enterprise  in  extending 
and  building  up  the  trade  which  has  long  been  concentrated  at  this 
point.  He  carries  a  large  stock  of  general  merchandise  and  has  made 
his  store  a  popular  trading  point  in  the  community. 

On  jMay  1,  1900,  Mr.  Hastings  married  Miss  Theresa  Swabley.  She 
was  born  in  Erie  County,  a  daughter  of  Fabian  Swabley,  who  now  lives 
in  Milan,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hastings  have  two  children :  Catherine 
0.  and  Helen  R.  In  a  public  way  Mr.  Hastings  has  served  as  constable 
of  Groton  Township  for  a  number  of  years,  and  his  attitude  has  always 
been  that  of  a  public  spirited  and  liberal  citizen. 

AViLBERT  H.  Arnold.  Specialty  farming  is  the  vocation  of  Wilbert 
H.  Arnold,  one  of  the  most  progressive  of  Erie  County's  agriculturists. 
While  he  has  paid  attention  to  the  general  fanu  crops,  he  is  a  farmer 
on  the  diversified  and  intensity  plan,  growing  crops  on  the  fields,  raising 
stock  to  consume  farm  products,  and  also  keeping  a  fine  herd  of  Holstein 
dairy  cattle  which  contributes  no  small  amount  of  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  Arnold  farm. 

Mr.  Arnold  has  two  farms,  one  of 'them  at  Avery,  known  as  the 
homestead  farm,  and  the  other  Corn  King  farm  of  eighty  acres  near 
Milan.  One  of  his  specialties  is  the  raising  of  fine  seed  corn,  and  that 
has  given  the  name  to  the  Corn  King  farm  near  Milan.  The  product 
of  this  farm  has  served  to  seed  many  thousands  of  acres  of  corn  land, 
not  only  in  Ohio,  but  in  other  states.  The  homestead  farm  contains 
eighty-two  aci-es.  Both  are  excellently  improved  with  buildings  and 
are  in  the  best  of  condition  as  to  fencing,  drainage  and  general  fertility. 
The  Avery  farm  has  a  barn  36  by  80  feet  and  other  building  improve- 
ments, while  the  Corn  King  farm  has  a  barn  26  by  56  feet  with  a  large 
amount  of  space  devoted  to  the  care  and  storage  of  the  seed  corn.  His 
crops  include  practically  all  the  staples  of  Northern  Ohio,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  he  has  grown  potatoes  on  a  somewhat  extensive  scale. 
Among  his  stock  he  feeds  a  large  number  of  hogs. 

Representing  some  of  the  best  family  stock  in  Erie  County,  Wilbert 
H.  Arnold  was  born  at  Avery  in  Milan  Township,  April  8,  1864.  He 
grew  up  in  that  locality,  obtained  his  education  at  the  country  schools 
and  in  the  Milan  Normal,  and  early  in  life  chose  farming  as  his  general 
vocation.  He  has  known  all  the  people  in  that  section  of  Erie  County 
since  he  was  a  boy,  and  his  own  work  and  achievements  have  been 
such  as  to  gain  him  the  thorough  respect  of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances and  friends.  For  the  past  twenty-two  years  he  has  lived  in  Milan, 
and  now  occupies  a  handsome  twelve-room  house  in  that  village.  Mr. 
Arnold  was  the  fourth  son  of  Levi  and  Rachel  M.  (Everett)  Arnold, 
and  for  more  detailed  account  of  the  Everett  family  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  life  of  Levi  Arnold,  found  on  other  pages. 

In  Milan,  AVilbert  H.  Arnold  married  Miss  Louise  C.  Loekwood,  who 
was  born  in  INIilan  Village,  May  9,  1868,  received  her  education  here 
and  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  has  practically  spent  her  life  in  this 
one  locality.  Her  parents  are  Stephen  A.  and  Sarah  (Loekwood)  Loek- 
wood, one  of  the  best  known  families  of  Erie  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Arnold  have  two  children.  Harold  L.  was  born  December  21,  1897,  has 
been  a  student  in  the  Milan  High  School  and  is  still  at  home.     Dorothy 
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Louise,  boi'u  September  4,  1899,  is  now  in  the  freshman  class-  of  the 
Mihui  High  School.  Mrs.  Arnold  and  her  daughter  are  members  of  the 
rresl)yterian  Church.  Mr.  Arnold  is  second  reader  in  the  Christian 
Science  Church  at  Norwalk.  Politically  he  is  a  republican,  and  has 
given  some  capable  service  to  the  community  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board. 

Martin  J.  Teintkr.  A  resident  of  Vermilion  Township  since  his 
boyhood  days,  Mr.  Trinter  holds  precedence  as  one  of  the  substantial 
and  representative  agriculturists  and  stock-growera  of  this  township, 
where  his  well  improved  farm  stands  as  a  model  in  its  admirable  im- 
provements and  its  general  air  of  thrift  and  prosperity,  and  his  ability 
as  a  man  of  affairs  and  his  iutegi-ity  in  all  of  the  relations  of  life 
have  given  to  him  special  prominence  and  influence  in  the  community 
which  has  so  long  represented  his  home.  His  inviolable  hold  upon 
popular  confidence  and  esteem  is  indicated  by  the  prolonged  sei-vice 
he  has  given  in  public  offices  of  local  trust  and  responsibility,  and  he 
is  at  the  pi-esent  time  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Vennilion 
Township. 

Mr.  Trinter  claims  Hessen-Cassel,  Germany,  as  the  place  of  his 
nativity  and  was  there  born  on  the  1st  of  May,  1853,  his  parents,  George 
and  Catherine  (Minch)  Trinter,  likewise  having  been  born  in  that 
same  section  of  the  great  Empire  of  Germany,  where  they  remained 
iintil  1863,  when  they  immigi-ated  with  their  children  to  America  and 
established  their  hoiiie  in  Erie  County,  Ohio.  Here  the  father  pur- 
cliased  land  aud  improved  an  execUent  farm,  the  same  having  become 
tile  family  honiesteatl  in  1864  aud  having  been  made  by  him  one  of 
the  productive  farms  of  Vermilion  Township.  On  this  homestead  George 
Trinter  continued  to  reside  until  ■  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1887, 
and  his  widow  passed  to  the  life  eternal  in  1893,  both  having  been 
deviiiit  iii(iiil)ers  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  and  having  com- 
iiiaiiilcd  ill  the  land  of  their  adoption  the  respect  and  good  will  of  all 
who  knew  theiii.  They  were  sturdy,  industrious  and  God-fearing  folk 
and  their  lives  were  guided  and  governed  by  the  highest  principles 
of  integrity  and  honor. 

iMartin  J.  Trinter  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  at  the  time  of  accompany- 
iiiii'  his  jiareiils  (in  llieir  iniiiiigration  to  America,  and  his  rudimentary 
eiiii.  aiiiiii  hail  hiiMi  ivccived  in  his  German  Fatherland.  After  the 
hiiiiii'  hail  hivii  eslahlishi'il  in  Erie  County  he  attended  the  schools  of 
\'ei-milioii  Township  when  oportunity  presented,  and  in  the  mean- 
while he  did  arduous  and  effective  service  in  connection  with  the  de- 
veloiniient  and  cultivation  of  the  home  farm.  He  has  continued  his 
ri'sideiiee  ill  \'eriiiiIion  Township  during  the  long  intervening  years, 
has  iii'vii-  si'vereil  his  allegiance  to  the  great  industry  of  agriculture 
and  Ihi-ouuh  his  assoeiation  therewith  has  worked  his  way  forward  to 
iiiilcpciiilciir..  and  siilistaiitial  prns|ierity,  his  excellent  hcuiirsteail  farm 
eoiiiprisiim-  1  ."14  acres  ami  hciiiu'  iiiipriived  with  good  Iniihiiii-s.  iiirlud- 
iii  ihi'  coiiiiiKiilious  and  iiiiidern  house,  which  is  known  fni'  its  mMiri-ous 
ho.spitalily  and  its  pervading  atmosphere  of  optimism  and  good  cheer. 

Ml-.  Trinter  has  always  exemplified  in  his  active  career  the  time 
spirit  of  American  loyalty  and  progressiveness,  as  well  as  the  sturdy 
perseverance  and  mature  .iudunieiil  typical  of  the  race  of  which  he  is  a 
scion.  He  has  made  his  advan<-ciiicnt  along  normal  and  legitimate  lines 
of  enterprise,  has  shown  vital  intiTcsl  in  community  afi'airs  and  has 
stood  forward  as  .sponsor  for  the  l)est  civic  ideals.  His  service  in 
public  office  had  its  inception  when  he  was  elected  constable  of  Ver- 
milion Township,  and  of  this  position  he  continued  the  incumbent  two 
years.     For  fifteen  consecutive  years,  or  five  terms,  he  was  retained  in 
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the  oliace  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  his  able  administration  made  the 
position  justify  its  title.  Twice  after  his  retirement  he  was  re-elected 
to  this  magisterial  office,  but  on  each  of  these  occasions  he  refused  to 
qualify  and  continue  his  service,  as  other  interests  demanded  his  atten- 
tion and  he  believed  also  that  other  citizens  should  be  chosen  for  the 
position  to  which  he  had  given  so  many  years  of  service.  Save  for 
an  interim  of  two  years  he  has  served  consecutively  in  the  office  of 
township  trustee  for  a  prolonged  period,  and  his  continuous  incum- 
bency of  this  position  covers  a  period  of  fifteen  years — a  statement 
that  gives  the  most  effective  voucher  for  the  estimate  placed  upon  him 
by  the  citizens  of  his  home  township.  Eor  several  years  Mr.  Trinter 
has  had  the  further  distinction  of  being  chairman  of  the  Erie  County 
Trustees  Association,  and  his  mature  judgment  and  inviolable  integrity 
have  resulted  in  his  being  called  upon  to  serve  as  administrator  and 
trustee  of  various  important  estates  in  Erie  County.  He  has  held  the 
ofBee  of  township  assessor  and  also  has  served  with  characteristic  loy- 
alty and  ability  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  of  his  township. 
Mr.  Trinter  is  a  director  of  the  Erie  County  Banking  Company,  at 
Vermilion,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  highly  honored  citizens 
of  the  countj'  in  which  he  has  found  the  means  to  achieve  large  and 
worthy  success  and  to  exemplify  the  best  ideals  of  loyal  citizenship. 

Mr.  Trinter 's  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic  party 
and  he  is  well  fortified  in  his  convictions  concerning  economic  and 
governmental  policies.  He  is  afSliated  with  Vermilion  Tent,  No.  19, 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  com- 
municants of  the  First  German  Reformed  Church  of  Vermilion  Town- 
ship, of  which  he  is  a  trustee. 

On  the  2:iil  of  Ndx-cinlici-.  1882,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Trinter  to  Miss  IMn,!  ,\1.  lliimnian,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Lorain 
County  and  w  liosc  f^itlici-,  ( 'oiirad  Hageman,  for  many  years  a  promi- 
nent farmer  of  l^laek  River  Township,  that  county,  is  now  living  retired 
in  the  City  of  Lorain.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trinter  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  namely :  Philip  C,  Elmer  C,  Lydia  E.,  Edna  M.,  Wil- 
liam E.,  Catherine  E.,  Anna  M.  and  Nellie  M.  All  of  these  children  are 
living  and  doing  honor  to  the  family  name.  Elmer  C.  is  his  father's 
able  manager  of  the  homestead.  Lydia  E.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Lloyd  Bacon,  was  a  successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Vermilion 
Township  for  several  yeare  prior  to  her  marriage,  and  she  and  her 
husband  now  reside  in  Brownlielm  Township,  Lorain  County.  Edna 
M.  is  a  popuhii-  tcai-hi'i-  in  thi'  pnlilic  schools  at  Berlin  Heights,  Erie 
County;  and  ( 'atliriim-  A.  is  iMiiiib)yed  as  a  skilled  stenographer  in  the 
office  of  the  Sandusky  Kduiidry  it  ^Machine  Co.  of  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

Burton  P.  Root.  In  carrying  on  the  diversified  agricultural  enter- 
prise of  Milan  Township  cue  of  the  important  factors  is  Bairton  P.  Root, 
a  young  man  of  marked  enterprise  and  business  capacity,  the  intei'est  of 
whose  career  is  increased  by  the  fact  that  he  represents  some  of  the 
older  family  stock  in  this  section  of  Ohio.  The  farm  he  owns  and  occu- 
pies in  Milan  Township  comprises  127  acres  of  excellent  land,  with  high 
grade  improvements  in  buildings  and  other  facilities,  and  he  is  steadily 
prospering  as  a  manager  of  the  resources  entrusted  to  his  care.  He 
gi'ows  all  the  staple  crops,  and  raises  excellent  stock. 

Born  in  JMilan  Townsliip,  March  23,  1879,  Burton  P.  Root  grew  up 
and  received  his  education  in  that  locality  and  has  spent  practically 
all  his  life  on  the  farm  he  now  owns.  His  parents  were  John  O.  and 
Sarah  (Fairehild)  Root,  also  natives  of  Ohio. 

John  0.  Root,  his  father,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Milan  Village, 
having  a  nice  home  on  Williams  street,  was  born  at  Spears  Corners  in 
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jMilan  Township,  April  20,  1848,  a  son  of  Perry  and  Celia  (Hardy)  Root. 
Perry  Root  and  his  wife  were  both  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  came  as 
children  with  their  respective  parents  to  Ohio,  the  Roots  settling  at  or 
near  Spears  Corners  while  the  Hardys  located  in  Berlin  Township.  Both 
families  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Erie  County.  Perry  Root  likewise 
played  a  pioneer  part  in  this  section,  improved  farm  lauds  from  almost 
a  wilderness  condition,  and  constructed  a  large  brick  house  which  was 
one  of  the  landmarks  among  the  early  homes  of  Milan  Township,  and  in 
which  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  years.  However,  for  several  years 
after  his  marriage  Perry  Root  lived  in  different  localities,  but  finally 
bought  the  homestead  near  Spears  Corners,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  They  were  not  members 
of  any  church,  but  in  politics  Perry  was  a  democrat  and  served  as  school 
director  and  suj^ervisor  of  roads.  He  and  his  wife  have  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  five  of  whom  grew  up  and  foi;r  were  married.  John  0. 
Root  and  his  sister,  Elizabeth  R.,  widow  of  R.  M.  Wilcox  of  Bowling 
Green,  Wood  County,  Ohio,  are  the  only  ones  now  living. 

John  O.  Root  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm  at  Spears  Corners  and 
was  married  in  Townsend  Township,  of  Huron  County,  to  Sarah  Pair- 
child.  She  was  born  in  1851  in  Townsend  and  was  reared  and  educated 
tliere,  a  daughter  of  Burton  and  Melissa  (Squires)  Fairchild,  who  were 
natives  of  New  York  State  and  early  .settlers  in  Townsend  Township,  of 
Huron  County,  where  they  married.  Burton  Fairchild  was  a  cooper  by 
trade,  carried  on  a  small  farm  in  conjunction,  and  he  spent  his  life  in 
that  county.  He  and  liis  wil'e  wci'c  active  members  of  the  church,  and 
he  was  a  lay  preacher  ;iiid  a  iinwci-  in  revival  work.  In  politics  he  was 
a  republican.  Burton  Fiiii-cUilil  was  twice  married  and  had  children  by 
both  wives.  Mrs.  John  O.  Root  was  the  only  daughter  of  her  mother,  but 
she  had  a  brother,  William,  who  married  and  reai-ed  a  family  and  is  now 
deceased.  After  his  mai*riage  John  0.  Root  located  on  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  his  son  Burton.  He  lived  there  and  went  ahead  with  its 
management  and  improvements  and  finally  retired  with  a  competence 
to  the  Village  of  Milan  in  1912.  In  polities  he  is  a  democrat.  He  and 
his  wife  became  the  parents  of  three  children.  Elma  is  the  wife  of 
William  Olemacher,  a  machinist  and  department  manager,  and  their 
children  are  Burton,  Zelta  and  Howard.  Jay  0.  Root,  the  other  son,  is 
now  a  farmer  in  St.  Clair  County,  Michigan,  and  is  the  father  of  two 
sons  and  one  daughter,  Clair,  Delmar  and  Gladys. 

Burton  P.  Root  was  married  in  Milan  Township  to  Miss  Charlotte  M. 
Everett.  She  was  born  in  Huron  Township,  of  this  County,  June  20, 
1878,  grew  up  in  that  locality  and  received  her  education  there  and  at 
Toledo.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  taught  school  several  years.  Her 
I)areiits  were  Elias  and  Emma  (Hind)  Everett,  both  natives  of  Huron. 
They  were  married  in  that  township,  and  Mr.  Everett  died  m  1906  and 
his  widow  is  now  living,  at  the  age  of  aliout  sixty,  in  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Root  wei-e  born  four  eliildren :  E.  Everett,  now 
ten  years  of  age  ;  John  B.,  aged  eight ;  Robert  P.,  aged  three ;  and  Ada  L., 
one  year  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Root  are  active  in  the  social  affairs  of  their 
community,  and  politically  he  votes  with  the  democratic  party. 

Jacob  Edward  Kishman.  It  is  doubtful  if  Erie  County  has  a  better 
iiuiiiaged  farm  and  a  more  attractive  and  comfortable  rural  homestead 
than  that  of  J.  Edw'ard  Kishman,  whose  place  is  in  Vermilion  Township 
ah>ng  Market  Road  No.  13,  not  far  from  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Kishman  might  be  classed  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 
He  owns  and  conducts  seventy-four  acres  of  highly  improved  land, 
with  all  of  it  (>xeept  a  very  few  acres  under  cultivation.  His  residence 
is  an  especially  attractive  feat'ui'c  of  file  landscape.      It   is  a   leii-room 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  1139 

house,  with  all  the  improvements  found  in  a  city  home,  including  hot 
and  cold  water,  furnace  heat,  and  electric  light.  There  are  several  large 
barns  in  au  excellent  state  of  repair,  the  largest  being  32  by  72  feet. 
His  farm  gi-ows  all  the  staple  crops,  including  wheat,  corn  and  oats,  and 
his  tields  in  an  average  season  produce  about  a  hundred  bushels  of 
corn  to  the  acre,  twenty  bushels  of  wheat  and  foi-ty  bushels  of  oats. 

This  farm  has  been  in  his  ownership  since  his  father  died  eight 
years  ago,  and  in  that  time  he  has  constructed  most  of  the  buildings 
which  now  mark  it  out  so  prominently  in  this  rural  community.  Mr. 
Kishman  has  lived  on  the  same  farm  for  twenty-one  years.  As  a  stock 
man  he  takes  pride  in  his  animals,  and  keeps  from  ten  to  fifteen 
head  of  cattle  besides  horses  and  hogs. 

In  this  township  near  the  Village  of  Vermilion  J.  Edward  Kishman 
was  born  August  1,  1866,  and  was  reared  and  educated  here.  He  is 
the  son  of  AVerner  and  Elizabeth  (Lutzj  Kishman.  His  father  was 
born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  and  was  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  came 
across  the  ocean  to  the  United  States.  His  iirst  location  was  in  Lorain 
County,  where  he  reached  mature  years,  and  afterwards  learned  the 
blacksmith  trade  in  Vei-milion  Village.  He  was  employed  for  a  number 
of  yeai-s  at  his  ti'ade  in  the  ship  yards  performing  the  iron  work  for 
the  sailing  vessels  constructed  by  the  Bradley  firm  of  ship  builders. 
Later  he  bought  a  farm  west  of  Vermilion  Village  on  the  lake  shore, 
and  there  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  declining  years.  Werner  Kish- 
man and  wife  were  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  in 
politics  he  was  a  democrat.  The  Kishman  family  is  one  of  the  older 
stock  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  reference  is  made  to  its  members 
on  other  pages. 

J.  Edward  Kishman  is  the  second  child  of  the  family.  He  was 
married  in  this  township  to  IVIiss  Martha  Dickel.  She  was  born  in 
Vermilion  Township  December  3,  1873,  a  daughter  of  George  Dickel, 
the  Dickel  family  also  having  representation  on  other  pages.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kishman  are  members  of  the  Mittewanga  German  Reformed 
Chui'ch,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  deacon,  and  of  which  his  parents  were 
charter  members.     In  politics  he  is  a  democrat. 

Court  C.  Smith.  One  of  the  vigorous  and  independent  young  farm- 
ers in  Vermilion  Township  is  Court  C.  Smith,  whose  homestead  which 
was  also  his  birthplace,  is  located  on  the  south  side  of  the  township. 
During  his  father's  lifetime  and  since  then  Mr.  Smith  has  applied  him- 
self vigorously  to  the  work  and  management  of  this  excellent  farm 
and  the  success  with  which  he  has  pursued  his  chosen  calling  has  been 
reflected  in  a  generous  estimate  of  his  abilities  and  good  citizenship. 

Born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives  June  28,  1883,  he  was  reared 
and  educated  in  that  community,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Charles  and 
Anna  (Nixon)  Smith.  His  father  was  born  in  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio, 
in  1840  and  died  in  1899  at  the  old  home  in  Vermilion  Township.  His 
mother  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1859  and  died  at  the  Vermilion 
Township  farm  in  1892,  when  in  the  jTrime  of  life.  These  parents  were 
married  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  were  quiet,  industrious  people 
who  worked  hard  to  improve  their  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  left  it  to 
their  son  as  a  very  valuable  property.  During  his  lifetime  the  father 
put  up  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings,  including  a  sub.stantial  nine-room 
two-story  house.  He  was  a  man  who  took  an  active  interest  in  local 
affairs  and  was  a  democrat.  Charles  Smith  was  a  son  of  Hiram  Smith, 
who  came  from  the  East  to  Ohio  and  married  in  this  State  Miss  Hardy. 
They  spent  their  last  years  in  Florence  Township  of  Erie  Coiinty.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  Hiram  Smith  was  eighty-three  years  of  age. 
He  had  been  affiliated  with  the  republican  party  for  a  number  of  years. 
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Mrs.  Auua  ymith,  mother  of  Court  C,  was  au  active  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  father,  Mr.  Nixou,  was  born  in  New 
York  Slate  and  enlisted  at  Lewiston  for  service  in  the  Civil  war.  He 
was  captured  and  thrown  into  a  Southern  prison,  and  died  while 
there  from  exposure  and  suffering,  being  then  in  the  prime  of  his  years. 
He  left  a  widow  with  two  daughters,  the  elder  being  Anna  Smith,  and 
the  younger  being  Jennie,  now  the  wife  of  James  Jones,  living  in  Cleve- 
land. \\  ith  Mrs.  Jones  lives  her  mother,  who  married  for  a  second  time 
John  McUowell.  Mrs.  McDowell  is  now  past  eighty-six  years  of  age, 
still  vigorous  in  spite  of  her  years,  and  a  devout  AIiUkmIisi. 

Court  C.  Smith  is  the  older  of  two  children,  his  ludilui'  ( ,l(  nn  having 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  mouths  and  Mr.  Smith  naturally  sucrci.'dcd  to  the 
ownership  of  the  old  homestead  in  Vermilion  Township  on  the  death  of 
his  parents.  He  grew  up  in  that  community,  attained  a  substantial  edu- 
cation in  the  local  schools,  and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  has  been  an 
active  farmer. 

In  1904  in  Vermilion  Township  he  married  Miss  Myrtle  Risdeu. 
She  was  born  in  Nebraska  June  5,  1886,  but  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Vermilion  Township,  being  a  daughter  of  Almor  G.  Risden,  a  we41 
known  Vermilion  Township  citizen.  In  politics  Court  C.  Smith  votes 
an  independent   ticket. 

Christiax  Hauff.  In  the  years  that  have  come  and  gone  since 
Christian  Hauff  first  became  identified  with  Erie  County  as  a  farmer, 
he  has  contributed  a  great  deal  of  jiroductive  labor  to  local  agricul- 
tural enterprise  and  it  is  in  thr  ciijciyniriii  of  comforts  and  plenty  that 
his  earlier  period  of  industry  ciialili'd  liiiii  to  accumulate  that  he  is 
now  enjoying  retired  life  in  his  home  on  Dari'ows  Road  in  Vermilion 
Township. 

His  present  place  of  residence  is  a  good  home  and  a  small  farm 
which  furnishes  him  all  the  opportunity  for  work  he  cares  to  indulge, 
lie  has  lived  there  for  the  past  three  years.  He  came'  to  this  location 
from  his  main  farm  near  the  lake  shore  in  Vermilion  Township,  and 
which  he  had  occupied  and  owned  since  1875.  The  lake  shore  farm 
comprises  sixty  acres,  all  of  which  was  improved  under  his  immediate 
supervision  and  by  his  own  labor,  including  the  erection  of  a  number 
of  buildings,  among  them  a  good  new  house.  Under  his  management 
he  kept  the  place  up  to  the  best  standards  of  crops  and  livestock. 

Christian  Hauff'  was  born  in  Wurtemberg.  Germany,  November  4, 
IS.-iO,  a  son  of  Fi'edr'rick  and  Kivdcrii-ka  i  Siebold)  Hauff,  both  of  whom 
were  liiii'ii  ill  Plockiiigeii  nf  Wiii'tciiilnTg.  They  grew  up  and  were 
nut)Ticd  in  their  nalivr  coniiliy  and  lowii  and  spent  all  their  lives 
in  Wurteml)erg.  FrediM-ii'lv  llaiifr  was  si.\l>-ciuht  years  of  age  when 
he  died,  and  was  a  man  nf  i'ii<4i:v(l  const  it  iitimi.  This  was  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  though  diMitisti'v  was  not  practicrd  then  as  it  is  now  he 
had  every  tooth  in  his  Inad  when  \\v  died.  His  wife  lived  to  be  seventy 
years  of  age,  and  she  ton  was  |i(isscssed  of  a  strong  and  vigorous  consti- 
tution. Christian  Haulf  bad  tlii't*'  brothers,  Jacob,  John  and  Gottlieb, 
and  two  sisters,  Rosina  and  Catherine,  all  of  whom  still  live  in  their 
native  province.    All  are  married  and  have  children  of  their  own. 

Christian  Hauff  grew  up  in  his  native  town,  and  was  well  educated 
according  to  the  German  custom.  He  was  a  young  man  eligible  for 
the  army  when  the  Franco-Prussian  war  broke  out  in  1870,  and  in 
order  to  avoid  military  service  he  left  his  native  land  and  come  to  free 
America.  He  took  passage  at  Hamburg  in  Fclnua! y.  1S70,  on  a  steam- 
ship which  twelve  days  later  landed  him  at  ('asili'  Cai'dcn.  From  there 
he  came  west  to  Eric  County,  and  was  first  ciiiiilDycd  on  a  farm  in  Ber- 
lin Townslii]).     Subspciiiently  lie  invested  his  aceuundations  in  the  sixty 
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acre  farm  near  the  lake  shore  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  that  was  the 
scene  of  his  most  productive  laboi-s  in  Erie  County.  That  farm  is 
now  under  the  management  of  his  son. 

While  living  in  Vermilion  Township  Mr.  Christian  Hani?  married 
Ernestine  Seitz.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  in  Baden,  in  18-46,  and 
was  a  young  woman  when  she  came  with  her  brother  William  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  Sandusky.  A  few  years  later  she  married, 
and  she  died  at  the  old  home  in  Vermilion  Township  in  1888.  She 
was  survived  by  four  children :  Catherine  is  now  the  wife  of  Orlando 
Edwards,  a  farmer  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  their  children  are 
Mabel,  Earl  and  Dorothy  Belle.  Christian  is  now  living  in  the  State 
of  Washington  and  is  still  unmarried.  Bertha  is  the  wife  of  William 
P.  Fichtel,  a  farmer  of  Vermilion  Township,  and  their  children  are 
Ernest,  Catherine,  Earl,  Frederick,  Henry  and  Lydia.  Gottlieb  now 
conducts  his  father's  farm,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Anna  Bartzen  has 
a  son  Harvey  and  a  baby  as  yet  unnamed. 

At  Sandusky  in  1912  Mr.  Hauff  married  Mrs.  Freda  Lutz.  She  was 
born  Lutz,  and  married  her  cousin.  Both  were  natives  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  and  Mrs.  Hauff  came  to  America  in  1892,  while  Mr.  Lutz  followed 
several  years  afterwards.  They  were  married  in  Brooklj-n,  New  York, 
and  Mr.  Lutz  died  there  in  1903.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hauff  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  Politically  Mr.  Hauff  is  a 
democrat.  ^Ir.  Hauff  visited  Germany  and  his  old  friends  after  having 
been  away  for  forty  years.     Two  years  later  he  made  another  visit. 

W.  J.  Sprow.  It  requires  energy  and  ability  to  get  as  far  ahead  in 
the  biisiness  world  as  W.  J.  Sprow  has  gone  during  the  comparatively 
brief  thirty-three  years  since  he  fir.st  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Erie  County. 
Mr.  Sprow  is  nOw  the  chief  executive  head  of  The  Wagner  Quarries 
Company,  the  largest  industry  of  its  kind  in  Ohio,  and  has  a  number 
of  other  interesting  relations  with  business  and  civic  affaire  in  his  home 
City  of  Sandusky. 

Born  December  23,  1882,  he  is  a  son  of  Paul  J.  and  ;\Iary  (Sullivan) 
Sprow.  His  father,  who  was  also  born  in  Erie  County,  in  the  year 
1851,  made  a  fine  record  in  the  railroad  service.  He  early  became  a 
trainman  on  the  old  ]\Iad  River  Railroad,  the  first  railroad  in  Brie 
County,  and  from  one  post  was  protnnted  to  anntlier  until  he  became  a 
passenger  conductor,  and  ciinic  to  lie  Inidwn  tn  lliousands  of  the  traveling 
public  in  that  capacity.  \lr  lurl  rh.iruv  df  the  lirst  freight  train  ever 
run  over  the  Lake  Erie  &  Western  Kailniad.  He  was  a  contemporary 
and  close  friend  while  in  railroading  of  George  Randolph,  w'ho  was 
born  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  and  is  now  first  vice  president  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  system,  and  was  also  intimate  with  D.  F.  Hill,  who  is  now  general 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Erie  &  Western  Railroad.  Paul  Sprow  was 
one  of  the  best  liked  men  in  the  railroad  service  and  had  a  host  of 
friends  who  keenly  lamented  his  death  in  1899. 

The  j'oungest  in  a  family  of  three  sons,  W.  J.  Sprow  had  a  good 
practical  education,  ac(iuired  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools.  On 
graduating  from  high  school  in  1900  he  soon  afterward  entered  the 
employ  of  The  Wagner  Quarries  Company  as  clerk,  and  two  years  later 
his  efficiency  was  rewarded  by  his  election  as  treasurer  and  secretary 
of  the  company.  In  1912  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  those  offices  he 
was  also  made  general  manager.  The  plant  of  The  Wagner  Quarries 
Company  has  the  largest  capacity  in  Ohio  for  the  production  of  lime- 
stone in  all  its  forms  and  commercial  products.  Its  quarries  are  directly 
connected  with  six  railroads  radiating  in  all  directions,  and  the  output 
goes  frequently  to  a  great  distance.  The  company  has  five  different 
plant.s  in  operation,  and  altogether  produces  about  one  million  tons  of 
crushed  stone  besides  a  fine  grade  of  dressed  limestone  used  in  the  con- 
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structioii  of  chureli  and  school  buildings.  All  the  latest  maehinery  is 
tiiiuiil  iiisliillrd  in  the  company's  plants,  and  the  highest  standard  of 
iiiecli.inical  r(|uipinent  is  everywhere  maintained.  The  company  fur- 
nishes l(ii'  (lilferent  purposes  ballast,  crushed  stone,  screenings,"  lime- 
stone sand,  building  stone  and  macadam  material.  The  business  offices 
of  the  company  are  in  the  Laurence  Building  at  .Sandusky. 

Besides  this  liusiness,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  now  for 
fully  fifteen  yeai's.  Mr.  Spiow  is  a  director  in  the  Peoples  Loan  &  Savings 
Compan.y,  in  thr  .Maylirld  Estate  of  Cleveland  and  the  Lake  Road 
Realty  Company  nf  lliat  city;  is  president  of  the  Portland  Vintage  Wine 
Company;  and  is  president  of  the  A.  Schmidt  Bros.  Wine  Company, 
and  the  B.  F.  Sexton  wholesale  liquor  hou.se.  'He  is  a  member  of  Iht- 
Federated  Commercial  Club  of  Sandusky,  a  member  of  the  Sunyendcaml 
Club,  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Elks.  On  June  15, 
1912,  in  Erie  County  he  married  Miss  Elsie  Schmidt,  a  daughter  of 
August  Schmidt,  Jr.,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

A.  W.  Allendorf.  For  many  years  the  name  Allendorf  has  been 
associated  with  the  business  afifairs  of  Sandu.sky,  and  one  of  the  men  of 
that  name  is  now  ea.shier  in  the  Commercial  National  Bank,  while  his 
son  is  an  active  insurance  man. 

The  firm  of  Schaub  &  Allendorf  of  which  A.  AV.  Allendorf  is  a 
tiiemlier.  was  organized  in  Jlarch,  1914,  and  has  already  built  up  a  large 
business  in  general  lire  and  life  insurance  and  real  estate.  A.  W.  Allen- 
dorf was  linrn  August  31,  1S90,  in  Erie  County,  and  for  a  young  man 
of  twenty-five  has  already  achieved  a  more  than  ordinary  business 
success. 

His  parents  were  William  L.  and  Mary  (Kunzman)  Allendorf.  His 
fathei-,  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  early  in  life,  and  has 
long  been  known  in  Sandusky.  He  was  in  the  lime  business  for  the 
Ohli-macher  firm  up  to  1900.  and  then  entered  the  Second  National  Bank, 
and  subsequently  became  cashier  of  the  Commercial  National  Bank,  a 
responsibility  which  he  now  holds. 

A.  W.  Allendorf  was  educated  in  the  [lublic  schools  of  Sandusky 
and  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  for  two  summer  terms  was  a 
student  in  Culver's  Military  Academy  in  Indiana.  In  a  business  way 
he  first  became  identified  with  the  Easiest  Way  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany at  the  time  of  its  oi-ganization,  and  was  made  secretary.  In  1913 
lie  became  a  clerk  in  the  Commercial  National  Bank,  but  since  1914  has 
given  all  his  time  and  attention  to  the  insurance  and  real  estate  business. 

Wu.iiiAiT  IT.  LuNDY.  In  1912  the  people  of  p]rie  County  chose  foi' 
the  office  of  sheriff  a  citizen  whose  fitness  for  such  responsiliilify  and 
honoT-  is  TUKiuesfioned  and  exceptional.  Sheriff  Lundy  is  now  in  his 
second  tei'm,  and  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  this  county,  has  been  a 
l)raetical  and  successful  worker  and  faithful  to  every  i-esponsibility.  and 
has  always  been  noted  for  his  honesty  and  efficiency,  qualities  which 
have  rendered  his  record  as  sheriff  of  exceptional  value  1o  the  county 
at  large. 

Sheriff  Lundy  since  taking  office  has  done  a  great  deal  to  car-i-y  out 
all  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  has  two  \'cry  callable  deputies  in  Edward 
J.  Hartman  and  Fred  C.  Staffler. 

William  H.  Lundy  was  liorn  July  12.  1870.  in  Erie  County,  a  son 
of  John  W.  and  Anna  (Haley)  Lundy.  His  father  was  born  in  Ireland 
and  came  to  America  in  1849.  first  locating  in  Huron,  where  he  spent 
two  years  as  a  laborer.  He  then  moved  to  Sandusky  and  was  employed 
by  a  lumber  company  for  a  time,  but  later  purchased  a  farm,  which  he 
operated  the  rest  of  his  life.    He  died  January  29,  1914.    lie  married  in 
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Sandusky  aud  became  the  father  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  still 
living. 

Fourth  iu  order  of  age,  William  H.  Lundy  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  found  employment  with  the  Inter- 
urban  Electric  Line  known  as  the  Sandusky,  JMilan  &  Norwalk  Street 
Railway.  For  many  years  he  was  a  conductor  on  that  line,  and  has  the 
honor  of  having  taken  the  first  electric  car  into  the  City  of  Norwalk. 
After  retiring  from  the  iuterurban  service  he  engaged  in  merchandising 
and  conducted  a  general  store  at  Bogarts  Corners  in  Erie  County  for 
ten  years.  He  was  called  from  the  quiet  routine  of  a  country  store  in 
the  fall  of  1912  to  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  the  choice  of  the  people 
manifested  in  popular  election  was  never  better  justified  than  in  the  case 
of  William  H.  Lundy. 

In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  and  has  done  a  great  deal  to  support 
and  maintain  the  party  organization  in  this  section  of  Ohio.  In  religious 
belief  he  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Chui-ch  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 

In  Sandusky  on  November  7,  1894,  ilr.  Lundy  married  Miss  Anna 
Steinen,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Steinen  of  West  Huron,  Ohio.  To  their 
marriage  were  born  two  children:  Marie,  born  July  22,  1895,  aud 
William,  born  August  8,  1897. 

August  W.  LEADR^\.cir.  For  several  interests  aud  activities  August 
W.  Leadrach  is  one  of  the  leadiug  business  men  and  best  known  citizens 
of  Vermilion  Township.  Perhaps  the  occupation  by  which  he  is  best 
known  in  that  .section  of  Erie  County  is  as  a  cheese  maker.  He  has  been 
identified  with  that  industry  fully  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  is  now 
president,  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  Diamond  Cheese  Com- 
pany, which  has  its  large  plant  and  offices  at  Axtell  in  Vermilion  Town- 
ship. Mr.  Leadrach  has  also  extended  his  holdings  and  enterprise  to 
stock  breeding  aud  farming,  and  has  an  established  reputation  as  a 
breeder  of  thorouglibred  Holsteiu  cattle.  He  has  done  a  great  deal 
to  promote  dairy  interests  in  Northern  Ohio  and  is  an  able  and  in- 
fluential citizen  of  his  township. 

His  family  lived  for  many  years  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  and 
he  was  born  in  Auburn  Township  of  that  county  August  1,  1864,  a  son 
.of  Gottlieb  and  Magdalena  (Zimmerman)  Leadrach.  His  father  was 
born  in  the  Canton  of  Berne,  Switzerland,  while  the  mother  is  a  native 
of  Tuscarawas  County.  Gottlieb  Leadrach  when  nineteen  years  of  age 
set  out  for  America,  and  settled  with  his  parents  in  Tuscarawas  County, 
and  he  followed  farming  in  Auburn  Township  of  that  section  until  his 
death  in  June,  1913. 

Reared  on  a  farm,  educated  in  the  counti*y  schools,  August  W. 
Leadrach  at  an  early  age  detennined  to  make  his  life  count  for  some- 
thing in  the  world.  From  the  schools  of  Auburn  Township  he  subse- 
quently entered  upon  and  completed  a  commercial  course  in  the  North- 
ern Ohio  University  at  Ada,  and  on  finishing  there  in  1888  at  once 
came  to  Erie  County.  For  one  year  he  was  a  partner  with  C.  Bauman 
in  the  manufacturing  of  cheese  at  Axtell  in  Vermilion  Township,  but  in 
1890  he  bought  his  partner's  stock  and  became  sole  proprietor.  He  con- 
ducted this  as  a  successful  industry  for  the  making  of  cheese  until 
1899,  and  then  incorporated  the  business  iinder  the  name  Diamond 
Cheese  Company,  of  which  he  has  since  been  president,  treasurer  and 
general  manager.  This  company  manufactures  domestic  Swiss  cheese 
and  find  markets  for  most  of  its  goods  in  the  large  cities  of  New  York 
State,  though  the  product  is  also  sold  in  other  states.  The  factoiy  is 
equipped   with   the   most  modern   and  impi'oved   machinery   known   to 
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the  trade  of  cheese  making,  and  the  plant  at  Axtell  has  long  been 
a  recognized  factor  in  the  prosperity  of  a  large  surrounding  community. 

As  a  successful  business  man  Mr.  Leadraeh  has  done  much  to  build 
up  his  community,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  education  of  Vermilion  Township,  and  for  part  of  the 
time  was  president  of  the  board. 

Mrs.  Leadraeh  before  her  marriage  was  Emma  Bauman.  She  was 
born  in  Ohio,  daughter  of  Christian  and  IMagdalena  (Wuetrich)  Bau- 
man. Both  parents  are  now  decea.scd.  Of  their  marriage  five  children 
were  born,  as  follows:  Pauline  M.,  Milton  A.,  Roland,  Pearl,  and  Earl, 
the  last  named  being  now  deceased.  In  politics  Mr.  Leadraeh  is  a.  demo- 
crat and  is  affiliated  with  Ely  Lodge  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  at  Vermilion,  and 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  the  same  place. 

Attention  should  also  be  directed  to  his  entei-prise  as  a  farmer.  He 
owns  a  fine  place  of  100  acres  in  Brownhelm  Township  of  Lorain 
County,  and  his  own  home  in  Vermilion  Township  is  surrounded  by 
twenty-five  acres  of  rich  land,  and  beautifully  improved  as  a  country 
estate.  His  Brownhelm  Township  farm  is  known  as  the  Longview 
Stock  Farm,  and  for  a  number  of  years  it  has  been  headquarters  for 
rcgistcretl  Holstein  cattle.  Mr.  Leadraeh  has  probably  done  more  than 
;iny  other  individual  in  this  section  of  Northern  Ohio  for  introducing 
this  splendid  dairy  stock  and  for  raising  the  general  grades  of  dairy 
cattle  through  the  iiifluenee  of  his  farm. 

GEORciE  A.  IMiciiEL.     For  j^ractieally  forty  yc;irs  there  has  been  more 

than  onlinai'v  significance  attaching  to  the  na .Mii-lid  in  manufacturing 

circh'S  in  Ei'ie  County.  It  is  with  the  coopeniLiv  Inisiiicss  that  the  vai-ious 
incnil)ci's  (if  the  family  have  been  i'spi>cially  iiKiil  ilicil.  and  one  of  the 
larovst  rntrr|irises  in  the  businrss  dislrict  nf  Sandusky  is  one  that  bears 
fhf  Aliclifl  iinme  and  has  a  plnnl  r(i\  I'l-inu  an  ciitiiv  I'ity  block,  devoted 
to  the  manufacturing  of  practically  every  t.>pe  and  class  of  cooperage 
goods,  Imt  particularly  watertight  containers  adapted  to  many  varied 
purposes. 

The  president  and  active  executive  head  of  this  large  industry  is  now 
George  A.  ]Michel,  a  son  of  the  founder.  He  was  bnrii  Xi)\i'inbcr  22.  1881, 
in  Erie  County,  a  son  of  the  late  August  and  ]Margar.t  i  (  '(hhk  is)  Michel, 
both  of  whom  were  borh  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  Aiiijust  Alidicl  came  to 
p]rie  Cnunly  in  1876,  and  after  smuii'  cniiiloyiiiiiit  as  a  jniiiiicy  man  cooper 
eiigagrd  in  business  for  hinisrif  in  I'^^^d.  A  year  latir  he  became 
associated  with  his  brother  Rnbert  under  the  name  ^licliel  Bros.,  and 
together  they  brought  the  industry  to  one  of  extensive  proportions.  In 
1!)02  some  consolidation  of  cooperage  interests  was  effected,  and  the 
Michel  Cooperage  Company  was  incorporated  in  that  year.  August 
Michel,  who  became  president  and  manager  of  the  company,  died  March 
8,  1906,  while  his  brother  Robert  passed  away  July  23,  1906.  The  late 
August  Michel  held  a  place  of  high  esteem  in  Sandusky,  not  only  in 
business  but  in  social  and  civic  circles.  He  was  a  1 1mnmulilx-  sncrrssful 
business  man,  had  founded  one  of  the  first  eooperai;.'  inlrrpri^.s  in  l'',rie 
County,  and  could  always  be  looked  to  for  a  manifestation  of  that  public 
spirit  which  is  one  of  the  best  assets  of  a  growing  and  progressive  city. 
Of  his  eight  children  six  are  still  living,  with  the  son  George  A.  as  the 
oldest. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  George  A.  Michel  succeeded  as  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  Michel  Cooperage  Company.  As 
already  noted  the  plant  of  this  company  covers  an  entii-e  city  block  in 
Sandusky,  is  equipped  with  all  modern  cooperage  machinery,  and 
fui-nishes  work  and  wages  to  a  hundred  employes.  The  output  is 
standard  in  quality  and  of  a  constantly  growing  volume,  the  demand 
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being  practically  always  equal  to  the  output.  The  company  sends  out 
each  year  many  thousands  of  casks,  tanks  and  practically  every  wooden 
container  bound  with  hoops.  They  furnish  breweries  and  wineries  with 
everything  needed  in  those  industries,  and  they  also  manufacture  an 
extensive  line  of  barrels  for  packing  houses  and  for  the  containing  of  oils 
and  varnish.  George  A.  Michel  is  one  of  the  four  brothers  all  of  whom 
are  identified  with  the  business,  and  each  one  in  charge  of  some  important 
department. 

George  A.  Michel  was  educated  in  the  parochial  schools  and  in  the 
Sandusky  Business  College,  and  has  now  been  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
company  nearly  fifteen  years.  He  has  many  of  the  characteristics  of  his 
late  father,  is  energetic,  public  spirited,  and  usually  a  leader  in  anything 
he  undertakes.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Federated  Commercial  Club  of 
Sandusky,  is  affiliated  with  the  Elks  Order,  the  Sunyendeand  Club,  and 
is  an  honorarj'  member  of  Company  B  of  the  Ohio  National  Guard  at 
Sanduskj',  and  also  belongs  to  the  Sandusky  Ad  Club.  In  politics  he  is 
a  republican.  Mr.  Michel  married  Miss  Cora  Koehler,  and  thev  have  one 
child,  Elsie  E.  Michel. 

William  Henry  Dilgart.  Everyone  in  Sandusky,  and  every  person 
in  the  surrounding  district  whose  trade  relations  bring  him  to  that  city, 
is  familiar  with  the  large  furniture  house  of  Dilgart  &  Bittner.  This  is 
a  business  which  Sandusky  people  regard  with  special  pride,  and  for 
many  years  its  development  and  prosperity  have  reflected  upon  the 
thorough  commercial  enterprise  and  character  of  William  H.  Dilgart, 
senior  proprietor. 

^Ir.  Dilgart  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  April  2,  1875,  in  Lucas  County, 
a  son  of  E.  W.  and  Sophia  (Brindley)  Dilgart.  His  parents  are  likewise 
natives  of  Ohio,  and  in  their  family  of  seven  children  William  Henry  was 
the  oldest. 

Since  his  education  in  the  public  schools  at  Swanton,  Ohio,  and  at 
the  Davis  Business  College,  Toledo,  Mr.  Dilgart  has  been  concentrating 
all  his  time  and  energies  iipon  a  business  career.  He  started  as  a  book- 
keeper in  a  dry  goods  store  in  Swanton,  and  spent  three  years  there,  an 
experience  which  gave  him  an  unusual  gra.sp  of  many  of  the  fundamental 
details  in  merchandising.  He  then  entered  the  furniture  house  of  Hood 
Bros.,  at  Toledo,  was  their  bookkeeper  for  two  years,  and  the  firm  then 
on  March  16,  1901,  sent  him  to  Sandusky,  where  he  managed  the  Hood 
Bros,  interests  in  the  furniture  trade  for  one  yonr.  He  was  making 
rapid  progress,  showed  great  ability  in  caiT\  iiiu  mi  the  business  entrusted 
to  him  by  others,  and  in  the  meantime  had  .  sialilishcil  credit  and  standing 
so  that  at  the  end  of  one  year  he  was  able  to  liuy  out  the  concern  and 
continued  it  under  his  individual  management  for  one  year.  In  1903  he 
organized  the  firm  of  William  H.  Dilgart  &  Company,  which  continued 
under  that  title  a  year  and  a  half.  On  March  4,  1905,  the  firm  of  Dilgart 
&  Bittner  was  organized,  and  this  in  turn  was  succeeded  in  1907  by  the 
incorporation  of  Dilgart  &  Bittner  Company. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Dilgart  is  affiliated  with  the  Perseverance  Lodge  No. 
329.  F.  &  A.  M. :  Saii'liisk,\  t'liapter  No.  72,  R.  A.  M. ;  Sandusky  Council 
Xo.  39.  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Saiiilusky  Counnandery  No.  23,  K.  T. :  the  Scottish 
Rite  Consistorv  of  thirlx-si-cond  degree;  and  the  Zenohia  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  at  Toledo.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of 
Pvthias.  and  is  vice  president  of  the  Sandusky  Ad  Club. 

'Slv.  Dilgart  is  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and 
has  served  as  deacon  for  the  past  three  years.  Besides  his  main  interests 
as  a  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Dilgart  &  Bittner,  he  is  vice  president 
of  the  Talbott  Chemical  Company  of  Sanduslry. 
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On  September  11,  1898,  iu  Svvauton,  Ohio,  he  married  Miss  Margaret 
Humphreys.  Thev  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Jeanette  Isabel,  born 
April  7, 1909. 

JviiEf;  T.  Begg.  As  superintendent  of  Sandusky  schools  INIr.  Begg  has 
performed  a  service  which  creates  his  administration  a  new  epoch  in  the 
schools  under  his  supervision.  He  is  an  exponent  of  progressive  and 
practical  ideals  in  the  educational  field,  and  having  been  a  teacher  all  his 
active  life  he  has  always  been  a  student,  and  by  his  experience  has  worked 
out  plans  and  methods  which  he  has  applied  in  making  the  schools  under 
his  supervision  vital  institutions  to  the  welfare  of  the  coming  generation. 

He  was  born  February  16,  1877,  in  Allen  County,  Ohio,  a  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Kalb)  Begg.  His  father  was  born  in  Ohio  but  his  paternal 
ancestors  came  from  Scotland,  and  grandfather  John  Begg  first  located 
at  Columbus  and  afterwards  went  to  Allen  County,  where  he  continued 
as  a  farmer  until  his  death.  The  parents  of  James  T.  Begg  had  six 
children,  James  being  the  second  iu  order  of  birth. 

He  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Allen 
County.  Completing  his  education  in  the  Lutheran  College,  at  Lima. 
Ohio,  and  Wooster  Univei'sity.  He  taught  three  years  in  the  country 
schools  of  Allen  County,  was  principal  one  year  and  five  years  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Columbus  Grove  High  School,  was  superintendent  of 
the  Ironton,  Ohio,  public  schools  three  years,  and  then  came  to  Sandusky 
as  superintendent  of  the  city  schools  on  December  1.  191.3. 

I\Ir.  Begg  is  affiliated  M'ith  the  Masonic  Order.  Iiciiit;  ,i  Knight 
Templar,  also  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  with  the  Sandusky  Teachei's 
Association,  the  Northwest  Ohio  Teachers  Association,  the  Xortheastei'n 
Ohio  Teachers  Association,  the  Ohio  State  Educational  Association  and 
the  National  Educational  Association. 

On  August  26,  1903.  in  Allen  County  Mr.  Begg  married  Mi.ss  Grace 
Mohler,  daughter  of  T.  H.  iMohler,  of  Bluffton,  Ohio.  Their  two  children 
are  Eleanor,  born  June  19,  1904:  James,  born  December  17,  1909. 

Edw-VRd  C.  Wasem.  That  enterpri.se  and  good  management  are  well 
rewarded  iu  the  eoiintry  life  of  Erie  County  needs  no  better  illustration 
than  the  career  of  Edward  C.  Wasem,  whose  fine  homestead  is  located 
in  Vermilion  To-\vnship.  So  far  as  financial  capital  was  concerned  Mr. 
Wasem  began  life  practically  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder.  He  had 
something  lietfer  than  capital,  namely,  energy,  ambition,  and  a  will  to 
mak-c  siiiiii'tliiiii:-  of  liinisclf  in  the  world.  He  has  made  out  of  his  farm- 
inu  riil(  ini-isr  ,1  Inisiiicss  that  would  compare  favorabl.y  with  many  of 
till,'  iiu'rcaulile  or  industrial  concerns  in  this  part  of  Ohio.  He  is  a 
general  farmer,  fruit  grower,  dairyman, '  stock  raiser,  enjoys  the  com- 
forts of  a  modern  country  residence,  has  modern  barns,  and  all  the 
equipment  which  goes  with  up  to  date  farm  management. 

A  native  of  Ohio,  Edward  C.  Wasem  was  born  at  Ragersville  in 
Tuscarawas  County,  May  28,  1868,  a  son  of  Engelhart  ancl  Catherine 
(Espensheid)  Wasem.  His  father  was  born  in  Ohio  of  German  parent- 
age. His  grandfather,  Heniy  Wasem,  and  his  wife  were  both  natives 
of  Gennany,  but  were  married  in  Ohio,  and  spent  most  of  their  lives 
in  Ragersville,  where  they  were  early  settlers.  They  developed  some 
of  the  early  farming  land  in  that  section  of  Tuscarawas  County.  Grand- 
father Henry  Wa.sera  died  when  about  eighty  years  of  age.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His  first  wife  died  iu  middle 
life,  and  he  also  survived  his  second  marriage.  In  politics  he  was  a 
democrat  and  a  man  who  took  a  commendable  interest  in  local  affairs. 
There  were  children  by  both  his  marriages. 
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Engelhart  ^Yasem  was  born  at  Ragersville,  Ohio,  sixty-eight  years 
ago,  and  is  still  living  there.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  re- 
tired, but  is  still  a  hale  and  hearty  man  and  if  necessity  required 
could  perform  a  good  day's  work.  His  wife  died  March  11,  1912, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  They  had  been  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church  and  in  polities  he  is  a  democrat.  Of  their  seven  sons  and  four 
daughters,  the  oldest  is  Edward  C.  and  the  others  ai-e  named  Elmer, 
Minnie,  Simon,  William,  Herbert,  Cora,  Nettie,  Robert,  Walter  and 
Bessie.     All  are  now  married  except  Hei-bert. 

Edward  C.  Wasem  grew  up  on  a  farm  in  his  native  locality  in  Tus- 
carawas County.  While  living  at  home  he  learned  many  lessons  that 
have  been  valuable  to  him  in  his  later  career.  He  was  taught  (o  be 
honest,  to  work  to  the  extent  of  his  energies,  and  to  bring  the  best  that 
he  had  in  him  to  every  undertaking.  He  also  attended  the  local  schools, 
and  the  education  which  he  gained  there  has  been  supplemented  h\ 
practical  experience  in  after  life.  ^^Hien  he  was  twenty-one  he  came 
to  Erie  County.  Here  he  has  had  his  home  for  nearl.y  thirty  yeai-s. 
With  very  little  to  start,  he  made  the  best  use  of  that  little,  and  now 
stands  among  the  most  prosperous  citizens  of  Vermilion  Township. 
In  1901  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  sixty-seven  acres  near  the  Village 
of  Axtell.  This  land  is  well  improved,  has  a  large  barn  30  by  70  feet, 
and  other  fai-m  buildings,  and  his  home  is  a  seven-room  residence.  The 
Wasem  farm  has  a  reputation  in  that  neighborhood  for  producing  crops 
when  many  less  favored  places  failed.  He  grows  all  the  staple  crops 
and  two  conspicuous  features  about  his  place  give  evidence  of  his  modem 
enterprise.  These  are  silos,  one'  with  fifty  tons  and  the  other  ninety 
tons  capacity.  Mr.  Wasem  grows  and  feeds  a  large  number  of  live 
stock,  and  has  became  known  to  a  large  number  of  people  as  a  dealer, 
buying  and  selling  hogs  and  cattle.  He  operates  a  first  class  dairy 
of  ten  cows,  keeps  a  high  grade  of  work  horses  and  he  uses  a  high 
pow'er  automobile  for  business  or  pleasure  practically  every  day  of  tlio 
year.  Very  naturally  a  man  who  has  been  so  successful  in  his  own  affairs 
should  have  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  would  be  a  proper 
choice  for  almost  any  position  in  the  local  government.  To  please  his 
friends  Mr.  Wasem  consented  to  become  a  candidate  for  townshi]) 
trustee. 

In  Coshocton  Coimty,  Ohio,  Mr.  Wa.sem  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Hothem.  She  was  born  in  that  county  August  18,  1872,  and  grew  up 
and  received  her  education  there.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Baab)  Hothem,  the  former  a  native  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and 
the  latter  a  native  of  Ohio.  John  Hothem  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents  when  nine  years  old  and  .settled  in  Ohio.  He  made 
a  gallant  record  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  soldier  in  the  Seventy-second 
Ohio  Infantry.  His  ser\'ice  for  his  adopted  country  is  a  fact  which 
his  descendants  will  always  cherish.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hothem  were  mar- 
ried in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  and  by  their  united  efforts  and  ener- 
gies they  acquired  and  developed  a  splendid  farm,  situated  partly  in 
Coshocton  and  partly  in  Tuscarawas  County.  John  Hothem  is 
now  retired  from  active  i-esponsibilities,  and  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
is  able  to  en.ioy  a  well  earned  leisure  and  to  look  back  with  satisfaction 
upon  his  past.  His  wife  died  in  1904,  when  fifty-five  years  of  ase. 
The  Hothems  were  upright  and  loyal  church  people  and  in  politics 
he  is  a  republican. 

To  the  marriaare  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wasem  have  been  born  three  i-hil- 
dren:  Irvin  E.,  born  July  18,  1899,  is  now  attending  the  hio'h  school 
at  Birminsrham:  Raymond  R.,  born  October  22,  1903,  is  in  the  sixth 
grade  of  the  public  schools;  and  Lloyd  W..  born  January  1.  1905,  and 
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also  ill   school.     IMr.   and  Mrs.  Wa.seiu   are   members  of  the  Reformed 
<-'hun-h  at   \'ermilion. 

Rov  E.  Offenjiauer.  No  position  in  Erie  County  means  more  to  the 
future  welfare  of  the  community  than  that  of  superintendent  of  schools. 
-  The  incumbent  of  this  position  is  Roy  E.  Ott'enhauer,  a  capable  educator 
of  many  years  experience,  a  university  trained  man,  and  one  of  hi^ih 
ideals  in  regard  to  educational  work  in  general. 

A  native  of  Ohio,  Roy  E.  Offenhauer  was  born  August  10,  ISSl.  in 
Mercer  County,  a  son  of  Julius  and  Elizabeth  (Yam  y  i  OlTniliiuur.  His 
father,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  came  to  Amei'ic/i  .ildur  m  1868,  and 
located  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  and  later  in  Mciv.r  Cmnty.  where 
he  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer.  His  death  occurred  in  I8,s,s.  at  tlie  age  of 
sixty. 

Mr.  Oft'enhauer's  mother,  although  of  German  extraction,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Mercer  County.  Ohio.  Her  death  occurred  in  1889,  aged 
forty-three  years.  The  family  \\ere  members  of  the  German  Baptist 
Church. 

In  a  family  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living,  Roy  E. 
was  the  fourth  in  age.  He  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  piililic 
schools  of  Mercer  County,  and  in  1903  graduated  from  the  Normal  School 
at  Miii'idii,  Tudiana.  He  is  also  a  i;r:i(luate  of  Otterbein  University,  with 
thr  chiss  of  1110.").  and  siilisci|ucnil\  Kink  special  courses  in  education  at 
.Miami,  ilarvanl  aial  Cnlui.dua  universities. 

His  tirst  work  as  a  teacher  was  done  in  the  distrii-t  sdiools  of  his 
native  County  of  fiercer.  He  subseqtiently  becaiiic  su|i(  rintcndent  of 
Menden  Village  and  the  Union  Township  schools,  Mctimt  Cciunty.  Later 
he  was  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  and  from 
1909  to  1914  was  identified  with  Sandusky  as  principal  of  the  high 
school.  It  was  his  record  in  this  work  that  made  him  so  well  qualified 
in  the  eyes  of  those  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  schools  for 
his  present  position  to  which  he  was  chosen  in  1914  as  superintendent  of 
the  Erie  County  school  system.  He  is  giving  the  coiinty  an  excellent 
administration,  and  nuich  good  has  already  resulted  from  his  leadership 
and  guidance. 

Mr.  Offenhauer  is  affiliated  with  Perseverance  Lodge  No.  329,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Sandusky.  He  is  active  in  the  various  educational  bodies 
including  the  Ohio  State  Educational  Association  and  the  National 
Educational  Association,  and  in  politics  is  independent.  On  August  4, 
1907.  he  married  Miss  Klja  May  Smith.  Their  two  cliildivn  are  Helen 
(ieraldine,  born  July  20.  1!»11  :  and  Wayn,.  Wrvry.  1m, rn  .lainiary  21,  1914. 
.Mr.  Offenhauer  and  wife  arc  inciiihcrs  (if  I  he  .M.'tho.lisl  Kpiscoiial  Churcli. 

Jon.N'  J.  A!  ARQiAiri'.  There  is  probably  no  better  known  luisiness  man 
in  Sandusky  than  John  J.  ^larquart.  who  for  fully  tliirty  years  has  been 
a  factor  in  the  business  district  and  in  all  his  ass'iciatidiis  ,ind  relations 
has  come  to  be  known  as  a  man  of  strictest  honor  and  intcuiiiy.  AVhile 
he  spent  nuieh  of  his  boyhood  at  Sandusky,  Mr.  Mari|iiar1  l.iid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  business  exi)cricnce  in  varied  cniidoyiiicnl  in  the  City  of 
Chicago,  and  from  there  returned  to  Sandnsky  to  make  it  Ins  ]iermancnt 
home. 

He  was  Iwrn  August  9,  1854,  in  the  City  of  Brooklyn.  New  York,  a 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Lauter)  Marquart.  There  were  two  sons  in 
the  family,  but  he  is  the  only  one  who  survived  his  father.  The  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Germany,  and  John  Marquart  came  alone  to 
America,  and  worked  as  a  laborer  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  until  1860.  in 
which  year  he  brought  his  family  to  Sandusky.    He  is  recalled  by  many 
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of  the  older  settlers  as  a  grocery  iiu'rehant,  ami  he  eoiulueted  a  store  iu 
the  city  until  1884. 

John  J.  ]\Iarqnart  attended  the  iiiil)lic  schools,  but  in  1870,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  left  home  and  went  to  the  then  vigorous  young  City  of  Chicago 
to  earn  his  living  and  if  possible  make  his  fortune.  His  first  employment 
there  was  as  clerk  iu  the  lirm.  of  Field.  Leiter  &  Company,  the  original 
title  of  what  has  been  developed  as  the  world's  greatest  dry  goods  house 
of  Marshall  Field  &  Company.  He  was  in  their  employ  at  the  time  of  the 
Chicago  fire  in  October,  1871.  He  next  spent  three  years  with  the  Simp- 
son, Norwell  &  Company,  and  then  was  employed  in  the  abstracting  of 
county  records  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  fire.  Later  he  occupied 
several  other  positions  with  mercantile  houses,  and  remained  in  that  city 
until  1884,  when  he  returned  to  Sandusky  on  account  of  his  father's 
rapidly  failing  healtJi  to  take  charge  of  his  business.  For  one  year  he 
managed  the  groceiy  store,  then  sold  out,  and  went  witli  the  firm  of  Ruff, 
Son  &  Kugler.  carpets  and  furniture.  That  house  suffered  a  disastrous 
loss  b,y  fire  in  January,  1890.  In  February,  1890,  Mr.  John  J.  Kugler, 
of  the  firm  of  Ruff,  Son  &  Kugler,  and  Mr.  John  J.  JIarquart.  succeeded 
to  the  business  and  continued  until  February,  1895,  when  ^Ir.  Kugler 
retired. 

In  July,  1900,  Mr.  jMarquart  disposed  of  the  furniture  department, 
and  has  .since  continued  as  one  of  Sandu.sky's  leading  undertakers.  He 
is  also  identified  with  other  business  affairs  both  in  Sandusky  and  else- 
where. 

He  has  long  been  identified  with  Ma.sonry,  has  taken  all  the  important 
degrees,  including  the  thirty-second  of  Scottish  Rite,  and  is  past  eminent 
commander  of  Erie  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  and  a  member  of 
the  Al  Koran  Temple  of  the  Jly.stic  Shrine  at  Cleveland.  He  is  also  affili- 
ated with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  'Sh:  ]\Iarquart  gave  some  good  public 
service  while  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  of  Sandusky  during 
1898-99.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  Ad  ( 'lull  and  the  Sunvendeand 
Club. 

Judge  Roy  H.  Wu.liams.  Now  .iudge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
Judge  Williams  is  not  only  a  thorough  lawyer,  a  very  capable  and 
competent  judge,  bul  is  unddidttedly  one  of  the  most  popular  citizens  of 
Erie  County.  In  cMiylliinu  he  has  done  he  has  increased  his  hold  on 
the  confidence  of  tlif  pcoplf.  ;ind  his  record  on  the  bench  has  been  such 
as  to  cause  many  of  his  friends  to  predict  still  greater  honors  in  public 
life. 

A  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  substantial  families  of  the 
county,  lie  was  biirn  ,-it  ^Milaii.  September  1,  1874,  a  son  of  Charles  Ronald 
and  ilrlcii  llortciiM'  lliiulhs)  "Williams.  The  Williams  family  was 
found.-.l  ).y  William  Williams,  who  in  1629  located  at  Salem,  iMassachu- 
setts.  His  son  was  Abraham  Williams,  who  became  on.'  of  llic  inoprietors 
at  Watertown,  Massachusetts.  Judge  Williams'  gnai  ur;iiidr,iilicr  was 
Larkin  Williams,  who  was  born  October  8,  1765,  was  inannd  to  Miss 
Lydia  Messinger,  and  in  October,  1817,  came  with  his  family  to  Avon, 
Lorain  County,  Ohio.  This  was  the  year  which  brought  the  very  first 
pioneers  and  permanent  settlers  to  that  section  of  Lorain  Count.y.  Lar- 
kin Williams  had  no  little  distinction  in  Lorain  County,  and  served  as 
the  first  township  clerk  of  Avon.  He  died  June  13,  1840.  Henry 
Williams,  one  of  his  sons,  and  a  great-uncle  of  Judge  Williams,  became 
superintendent  of  the  Western  Reserve  Normal  School  at  Milan.  Judge 
Williams'  paternal  grandfather  was  David  Williams,  who  lived  at  Ober- 
lin  for  many  years  and  died  there  December  5,  1860.  Judge  Williams' 
father,  Charles  R.  Williams,  also  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Normal 
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School  at  :\Iilan,  aud  died  there  September  8,  1879.  He  was  a  well 
known  educator.  His  wife,  who  is  a  member  of  the  well  known  Hughes 
family,  is  still  living  and  resides  in  Brie  County. 

As  a  boy  Judge  Williams  attended  the  Jlilan  High  School  and  also 
the  old  Normal  Institute  in  that  town,  and  then  entered  Oberlin  College, 
where  he  continued  his  studies  until  the  sophomore  year  and  followed 
this  with  work  both  literary  aud  law  in  the  University  of  Jlichigan. 
He  graduated  from  tliat  iustitution  with  the  degree  LL.  B.  in  1897. 
Since  then  he  has  been  in  active  practice  as  a  member  of  the  bar  or  in 
official  work  at   Sandusky. 

In  January,  19U1,  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Erie 'County 
aud  held  that  office  six  years.  On  retiring  from  office  he  was  for  about 
a  year  with  the  tirm  of  Williams  &  Ramsey,  and  later  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  King,  Williams  &  Ramse.y.  In  the  fall  of  1908  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  ilr.  Steinemann  under  the  firm  name  of  Williams  &  Steiue- 
manu.  He  was  ualled  from  private  practice  to  his  preseut  office  as 
judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court.   ■ 

Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Perseverance  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at 
Sandusky,  and  Sandusky  Lodge,  No.  128,  Knights  of  Pythias.  On 
December  7.  1898,  Judge  Williams  married  Miss  Verna  Lockwood  of 
.Milan,  a  daughter  of  Ralph  M.  Lockwood  aud  a  member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  families  of  Northern  Ohio. 

Lorenzo  S.  Ciiapin.  In  the  death  of  Lorenzo  S.  Chapin  at  his  home 
in  Berlin  Township,  September  1,  1894,  Erie  County  lost  one  of  its 
splendid  citizens,  one  who  had  lived  and  been  identified  with  this  section 
of  Northern  Ohio  nearly  all  his  life.  The  Chapins  were  a  very  early 
family  of  settlers  in  Erie  County,  and  thei-e  are  many  distinctions 
associated  with  the  name. 

Brought  to  Erie  County  when  an  infant.  Lorenzo  S.  Chapin  was 
born  at  the  home  of  his  paiculs  in  (Ileus  Falls,  New  York,  in  1836. 
He  was  in  the  sixth  generatiun  lidin  Deacon  Samuel  Chapin,  who  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  Spi'iniitiilil,  .Massachuselts,  and  was  identified  with 
that  community  as  early  as  1836.  The  subsequent  generations  were 
prominent  in  New  England  affairs,  and  the  older  stock  was  Puritans. 
The  parents  of  the  late  "Sir.  Chapin  were  Leonard  B.  and  Mary  A. 
(Skinner)  Chapin.  His  father  was  born  in  Leyden,  Massachusetts, 
April  1,  1795,  while  the  mother  was  born  in  Glens  Falls,  New  York, 
wliere  they  were  married.  After  their  four  children  were  born  they 
came  during  the  decade  of  the  '30s  to  Ohio,  making  the  journey  by  canal 
Iwat  via  Erie  Canal  and  lake  boat  to  Huron,  and  thence  to  North 
Monroeville  in  Erie  County.  Leonard  B.  Chapin  subsequently  became 
interested  in  map  making,  and  perfected  and  published  a  pioneer  map 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  which  he  sold  at  consideraljle  profit.  Subse- 
quently he  bought  a  farm  in  Berlin  Township,  and  there  spent  the  rest 
of  his  days.  Leonard  B.  Chapin  M-as  a  man  of  very  brilliant  character 
and  attainments,  and  was  a  master  of  many  arts  and  professions.  His 
death  occurred  when  he  was  seventy  years  of  age.  Some  of  the  older 
settlers  still  remember  him.  He  was  regai'ded  as  one  of  nature's  real 
noblemen,  and  every  quality  and  attribute  of  his  mind  and  heart  com- 
manded esteem  and  respect.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school, 
and  thougli  spending  many  years  in  a  new  country  where  fashions  were 
reduced  to  the  utmost  simplicity,  he  was  a  conspicuous  figure  about  the 
streets  liecause  of  the  cut  and  style  of  his  clothes.  Even  to  the  last  he 
wore  the  stock  collar  and  .silk  hat  which  were  characteristic  of  the  dress 
men  wore  early  in  the  century,  and  he  was  very  neat  and  particular 
about  his  dress.     His  wife  survived  him  some  years,  and  died  in  Berlin 


(JJ.cMjcu^ 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  1151 

Township  in  old  age.  She  was  a  member  of  the  ( 'oimiTo^itional  Church, 
while  he  was  of  the  Uuiversalist  faith  and  a  rc|>iiMh:iii  in  jiolities.  It 
is  noteworthy  that  former  President  Taft  was  alsd  ivlatnl  lo  some  of  the 
original  branches  of  the  Chapiu  family  in  America.  Of  the  four  chil- 
dren of  Leonard  B.  Chapin  and  wife  the  oldest  was  Leonidas ;  the  second 
was  Statira.  who  died  in  young  womanhood;  the  next  was  Cupt.  Leonard 
B.,  who  died  a  few  years  ago  in  this  county;  and  the  youngest  was 
Lorenzo  S.     All  the  sons  married  and  all  had  descendants. 

As  a  young  man  Lorenzo  S.  Chapin  was  given  the  best  advantages 
at  home  and  in  school.  He  attended  the  Huron  Institute,  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, and  was  also  a  student  at  Norwalk.  His  early  ambition  took  the 
direction  of  the  law,  and  he  graduated  from  the  Law  School  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  for  several  years  had  an  estab- 
lished practice  in  iMattoon,  Illinois.  On  account  of  ill  health  he  returned 
to  his  home  county,  and  spent  his  last  years  on  a  farm  in  Berlin  Town- 
ship, where  he  had  a  stately  old  home,  with  a  large  brick  house  sur- 
rounded by  expansive  lawn,  shaded  by  many  beautiful  maple  trees. 
AVlieu  in  his  prime  Mr.  Chapin  exhibited  many  of  the  brilliant  qualities 
of  his  father,  but  with  failing  health  his  mind  was  impaired,  and  for 
about  a  year  he  was  confined  in  the  State  Hospital,  though  he  died  at 
his  home.     In  politics  he  was  a  democrat. 

At  Troy,  Ohio,  Mr.  Chapin  married  Nancy  S.  Knight.  She  was  born 
there  in  1836.  Mrs.  Chapin,  who  for  a  number  of  years  has  lived  at 
ililan,  and  is  now  approaching  the  venerable  age  of  eighty  years,  has 
exemplified  some  of  the  finest  cjualities  of  womanhood.  She  was  well 
educated  while  growing  up  and  attended  the  Barney  Female  Seminary  of 
Dayton,  Ohio.  Throughout  her  life  she  has  been  a  reader  and  student. 
Her  parents  were  AVilliam  C.  and  Jlatilda  (Frizell)  Knight,  the  former 
a  native  of  Liliaimn,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.  Her  parents 
were  married  in  ila^sviHe,  Kentuclrv%  at  the  home  of  Miss  Frizell  and 
at  once  returned  to  his  farm  in  iliami  County,  Ohio,  near  Troy.  Mr. 
Knight  gained  much  success  as  a  farmer  and  took  a  prominent  part 
in  local  politics.  Before  the  war  he  was  a  strong  whig  and  was  elected 
county  conuiiissioner,  an  office  which  he  filled  for  many  years,  and  subse- 
quently was  elected  county  treasurer  of  Miami  County  and  filled  that 
office  four  years.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  His  widow  sur- 
vived him  about  seventeen  years  and  passed  away  in  1879.  They  were 
consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Of  the  twelve  children  in 
the  Knight  family  nearly  all  of  them  grew-  to  maturity  and  married, 
but  Mrs.  Chapin  and  her  brother,  Henry  W.  Knight,  of  Chicago,  are 
the  only  ones  now  left. 

]\Irs.  Chapin  became  the  mother  of  four  children.  Her  son  Ralph 
is  still  unmarried  and  lives  at  home.  Harriet  is  a  devoted  companion 
to  her  widowed  mother.  William  C.  was  graduated  from  the  Oberlin 
Business  College  and  had  started  a  most  promising  career  when  his  life 
was  cut  short  by  death  when  within  three  days  of  his  thirty-sixth 
birthday. 

The  other  son  is  Dr.  Harry  L.  Chapin,  wlio  graduated  in  medicine 
at  Cleveland,  but  has  subsequently  become  best  known  as  a  student  and 
writer.  He  is  the  author  of  "The  History  of  the  Bible,"  which  has 
received  many  favorable  comments  from  critics,  and  has  had  a  wide 
circulation;  and  also  a  story  entitled  "The  Adoption,"  well  known  to 
readers  of  fiction.  Doctor  Chapin  was  born  November  13,  1872.  On 
Thanksgiving  Day,  November  27,  1907,  he  married,  in  Cleveland,  Mrs. 
Anna  M.  (Crone)  Fries,  the  widow  of  the  late  Valentine  Fries.  Her 
father  was  Frank  Crone,  for  many  years  a  merchant  in  jMassillon,  Ohio. 
Anna  Fries  Chapin  has  an  extraordinary  amount  of  executive  ability. 
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and  without  help  from  any  source  she  carried  on  and  settled  up  the 
estate  of  her  husband,  and  has  since  increased  it  rather  than  diminished  it. 
The  late  Valentine  Fries  was  for  man\'  .years  a  prominent  shipl)uilder 
at  Cleveland,  and  as  a  capitalist  was  always  identified  with  the  Fries 
landing  on  the  Huron  River  near  Milan.  He  was  in  many  ways  a 
remarkable  man.  He  was  born  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  France,  of  Huguenot 
parentage,  and  emigrated  to  this  country  when  but  a  child.  He  beeanu' 
a  drug  clerk  at  first  and  finally  became  sole  owner  of  a  grocery  store  in 
Jlilan.  He  saved  a  few  thousand  dollars  and  .started  to  liuild  ships 
on  the  Huron  River  at  Fries  Landing,  which  still  bears  his  name.  It 
was  in  this  enterjarise  that  he  attained  his  wealth.  At  one  time  he-  owned 
thirty-six  vessels  on  the  Great  Lakes.  He  was  a  man  of  extraordinary 
business  capacity  and  also  a  man  of  veracity  and  integrity. 

ilrs.  Nancy  Chapin  and  her  daughter  are  identified  with  social  affairs 
at  IMilan  and  are  active  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  its  various 
charities. 

F.  W.  CoEN.  This  is  a  name  which  has  special  significance  in  electric 
railway  circles  in  Ohio.  ^Ir.  Coen,  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago, 
when  electric  transportation  was  in  its  infancy,  became  identified  in  a 
minor  capacity  with  one  of  the  early  lines  in  Northern  Ohio  at  Sandusky, 
and  from  one  grade  of  responsibility  to  another  was  advanced  until  he 
is  now  vice  president  and  genei-al  manager  of  the  Lake  Shore  Electric 
Railway  Company.  Mr.  Coen  is  also  well  known  in  general  business 
and  social  circles  of  Sandusky,  and  he  has  a  brother  who  is  a  well  known 
business  man  in  the  city. 

He  was  born  in  Renssolaer,  Indiana,  in  1872,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  Indiana  town.  He  came  from 
Indiana  to  Northern  Ohio,  and  in  1893,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  entered 
the  electric  railway  service  as  an  office  assistant  and  bookkeeper  in  the 
terminal  office  at  Sandusky.  Two  years  were  spent  in  that  early  experi- 
ence. In  1895  he  became  assistant  secretary  of  The  Lorain  &  Cleveland 
Railway,  and  held  that  position  six  years.  He  was  also,  secretary  of 
The  Toledo  and  The  Sandusky,  Fremont  &  Southern  Railway,  and  The 
Fremont  &  Norwalk  Railroad.  In  1901  Mr.  Coen  became  secretaj\v  of 
the  consolidated  lines  of  The  Lake  Shore  Electric  Railway  Company. 
In  1905  he  was  made  secretary  and  treasurer,  in  1907  treasurer  and 
general  manager,  and  since  1908  he  has  carried  the  heavy  responsibilities 
of  vice  president  and  general  manager.  He  is  an  expert  in  electric 
railway  operation  and  service. 

Mr.  Coen  also  holds  the  position  of  vice  president  and  general  man- 
ager of  The  Sandusky,  Fremont  &  Southern  Railway  Company  and 
The  Lorain  Street  Railroad  Company  of  Lorain,  Ohio.  He  is  now 
vice  president  of  The  People's  Light  &  Power  Compan.v,  director  of 
The  listeria  &  Fremont  Railway  and  in  The  Electric  Depot  Company 
of  Cleveland.  While  Mr.  Coen  has  for  many  years  been  closely  identified 
with  Sandusky  affairs  bis  home  is  now  in  Cleveland. 

Edward  Kerber.  One  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  in  San- 
dusky is  Edward  Kerber,  whose  interests  are  now  concentrated  chiefly 
in  the  Kerber  Ice  Company,  of  which  he  is  proprietor.  ]Mr.  Kerber 
is  a  clear  headed  business  man  and  has  won  his  success  through  his  own 
efforts.  In  spite  of  the  man.v  calls  made  upon  his  time  in  business 
matters  he  is  deeply  concerned  for  the  public  welfare  and  gives  much 
of  his  attention  to  matters  of  public   interest. 

liorn  Noveml)er  24,  1860,  in  Erie  County,  Edward  Kerber  is  a  son 
of  Vincent   and   Constantina    (Eekert)    Kerber.     His   father,   who   was 
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born  in  Baden,  Germany,  came  to  America  in  1849,  locating  in  Sandusky, 
where  he  was  soon  engaged  in  his  regular  trade  as  stone  mason,  aiid 
subsequently  developed  a  large  business  as  a  building  contractor.  That 
was  the  work  by  which  he  was  best  known  for  eighteen  years.  He  finally 
retired  from  active  business  and  passed  away  in  1898.  In  his  time  he 
was  one  of  the  leading  building  contractors  of  Sandusky.  From  1870 
to  1890  he  was  associated  with  his  sons  in  the  ice  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Kerber  &  Sous,  and  was  also  in  the  flour  and  feed  business 
up  to  1884.  His  children  were  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  living,  except  one  daughter. 

Edward  Kerber,  who  was  the  second  in  age,  grew  up  in  Sandusky 
and  gained  his  education  from  the  public  schools.  When  quite  young 
he  entered  the  firm  of  Kerber  &  Son,  who  for  a  number  of  years  sold 
and  disposed  of  the  entire  product  of  four  mills  to  the  retail  flour  and 
feed  trade.  Edward  was  associated  with  his  father  in  this  line  until 
1898,  in  which  year  the  Kerber  Lake  lee  Company  was  organized.  Since 
then,  for  a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years,  he  has  steadily  given  his  atten- 
tion to  the  ice  industry,  and  has  been  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  this 
important  business  along  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  In  1907  the 
Kerber  Lake  Ice  Company  was  sold  to  the  Inter-State  Ice  Company. 
Mr.  Kerber  has  since  conducted  a  plant  independently,  known  as  tbt> 
Kerber  Ice  Company,  being  its  sole  owner. 

From  1901  to  1903  Mr.  Kerber  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  of 
Sandusky.  Politically  he  is  an  independent  republican  and  is  a  nuiii 
whose  judgment  and  counsel  are  much  esteemed  and  appreciated,  not 
only  by  business  men.  but  by  citizens  in  general. 

On  March  23,  1884,  he  was  married,  in  Erie  County,  to  iliss  Laura 
Fisher,  a  daughter  of  Gustave  Fisher.  To  their  marriage  were  born 
four  children :  Elsie,  born  in  November,  1885 ;  Frank  Kobert,  born 
July  3,  1887;  Roy  E.,  born  in  April,  1894;  and  Carl  E.,  born  in  March, 
1896.  The  only  daughter,  Elsie,  married  William  H.  Byron,  and  lives 
in  California.  Frank  Robert  has  his  home  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  Roy 
E.  is  president  of  the  Shamrock  Baseball  Club  and  superintendent  of 
the  City  Ice  Delivery  Company  of  Sandusky.  Carl  E.  is  attending  the 
high  school. 

Arthur  L.  Pietschjian.  One  of  the  younger  business  men  of  San- 
dusky, already  securely  established  in  a  growing  concern,  and  a  man 
of  public  spirit  in  everything  he  undertakes,  is  Arthur  L.  Pietschman, 
vice  president  and  manager  of  the  Goosman  Transfer  Company. 

A  native  sou  of  Erie  County,  he  was  born  December  2,  1880.  His 
father  was  a  uative  of  Germany,  immigrated  to  America  some  time 
during  the  decade  of  the  '50s.  and  has  spent  most  of  his  active  life  in  and 
around  Sandusky.  From  1876  to  1909  he  was  best  known  in  the  city's 
marts  of  trade  as  a  flour  and  feed  merchant,  but  is  now  practically 
retired  from  active  aifairs.  He  is  considered  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
business  circles  in  Erie  County.  One  feature  of  his  record  which  will 
always  be  regarded  with  pride  hy  his  descendants  was  the  4iA  years 
he  spent  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  Union  soldier.  At  the  termination  of 
his  first  term  of  enlistment  he  veteranized  and  remained  in  the  struggle 
for  the  Union  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
republican. 

Arthur  L.  Pietschman  was  reared  and  educated  in  Sandusky,  attended 
the  local  schools,  and  gained  his  training  in  business  under  the  direction 
of  his  father.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-two, 
and  then  took  up  the  livery  business  in  Sandusky.  He  conducted  that 
for  ten  years  and  in  1912  broadened  the  scope  of  his  operations  when 
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he  liecanie  identified  with  the  Goosman  Transfer  Company  as  its  vice 
president  and  manager.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind 
in  Erie  County,  and  has  ample  facilities  for  storage,  transfer  and  a 
taxicab  service. 

:Mr.  Pietsehman  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  in  poli- 
tics is  a  republican.  On  September  18,  1905,  he  married  Miss  Veruia 
Rickcrs.     They  have  no  children. 

Ebenezeu  Andrew.^.  It  is  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  among  the 
early  memliers  of  the  bar  in  the  Western  Reserve  that  Ebenezer  Andrews 
.should  be  remembered.  For  many  years  Mr.  Andrews  lived  at -Milan, 
wliere  his  descendants  are  still  found,  but  the  scope  of  his  business  and 
professional  aifairs  was  l)y  no  means  limited  to  one  community.  He  .was 
entrusted  with  the  handling  of  many  large  interests,  and  spent  a  number 
of  years  in  the  City  of  Chicago,  where  he  died,  and  where  he  left  a  large 
estate  to  his  children. 

He  was  a  representative  of  the  best  of  New  England  stock  and 
environment.  Born  at  Greensfarras,  Connecticut,  April  30.  1795,  a  son 
of  John  and  Lydia  Andrews,  he  w-as  in  the  sixth  generation  from  the 
immigrant  ancestor. 

The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America  was  Francis  Andrews,  who 
was  born  in  England  and  lived  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  as  early  as 
1639.  He  removed  in  1648  to  Fairfield,  Bankside,  and  died  at  Fairfield 
in  1662-63.  Following  Francis  came  John  Andrews  I.  who  was  baptized 
September  27.  1646.  at  Hartford,  and  died  in  1683  at  Fairfield,  leaving 
two  children :  John,  born  October  24,  1679,  and  Sarah,  born  January 
12,  1681.  John  Andrews  II  was  born  at  Fairfield  at  the  date  already 
stated  and  died  November  4,  1728.  He  was  buried  at  Greensfarms, 
Connecticut.  He  served  as  ensign  of  militia,  was  one  of  the  "seven 
pillars"  who  founded  the  church  in  Greensfarms  in  1715.  and  for  many 
vears  was  clerk  of  the  parish.  John  Andrews  III  was  bom  August  6, 
1707,  was  baptized  at  Fairfield,  June  27,  1708,  and  died  March  28,  1771, 
being  buried  at  Greensfarms.  He  was  married  October  28,  1730,  to 
Sarah  Couch,  daughter  of  Thomas  Couch.  He  was  chosen  deacon  of 
Greensfarms  Church  in  1760.  John  Andrews  IV  was  born  March  17, 
1734.  and  died  November  19.  1777.     He  married  Temperance  Cable. 

The  fifth  successive  John  in  as  many  generations  and  the  father 
of  Ebenezer  Andrews,  was  born  July  20,  1759.  He  was  .ii;st  a  youth 
when  the  war  for  independence  began,  but  volunteered  in  Capt.  Eliphalet 
Thorpe's  Company  in  Colonel  Waterburj' 's  Regiment  and  was  in  the 
New  York  campaign  of  1776.  In  1778  he  served  in  the  artillery  under 
Lieut.  John  Odell.  In  1779  he  was  in  the  team  service  conveying  guns 
for  the  army,  and  alsf.  fnuulil  al  Fairfield  and  GnM-nsfarms.  In  1780 
he  enlisted  in  Capl.-iiii  St;iiit.iii\  ( 'iiiii|iaiiy,  Kli.i;ih  Sliildnn's  Regiment 
of  Light.  Dragnniis.  and  sci'wd  till  llic  ric.sr  of  llic  war.  He  lived  many 
years  afterward  and  died  .May  20.  ISLT).  On  Octnl)er  9.  1783.  he  married 
lA-dia  Gorhain.  who  died  September  7,  1851.  Slie  was  linrn  November 
14.  1762. 

The  late  Ebenezer  Andrews  in  his  own  career  bore  himself  worthily 
as  a  Revolutionary  son.  He  was  fitted  for  college  at  Fairfield  Academy, 
Connecticut,  and  graduated  at  Yale  in  1817.  After  teaching  for  a  time 
at  Louisville.  Kentucky,  he  studied  law  at  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  and 
on  April  30,  1823,  was"  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar.  In  July.  1824. 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ohio,  lived  for  some  time  at  Elyria  but 
finally  settled  at  Milan  in  Erie  County,  where  he  spent  many  years  in 
successful  legal  practice.  In  1852  he  was  elected  probate  ,iudge  in  Erie 
Countv.     His   business   interests   soon   became    extensive    and   absorbed 
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much  of  the  time  which  otherwise  would  have  been  devoted  to  purely 
legal  matters.  In  1855  he  engaged  in  the  banking  and  shipping  busi- 
ness on  the  lakes.  Prior  to  that  he  had  an  interest  in  the  steamboats 
(leorge  Washington  and  Sheldon  Thompson,  which  were  among  the  first 
to  be  propelled  by  steam  on  the  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes.  He  also  had 
lli-e  agency  from  the  Connecticut  owners  of  fire  lands,  of  large  tracts  of 
lauds  in  Huron  and  Erie  counties,  particularly  in  Florence  and  Wake- 
man  townships.  In  1861  Mr.  Andrews  moved  with  his  family  to  Chicago, 
and  there  added  to  his  banking  and  shipping  business  that  of  real  estate. 
His  death  occurred  in  Chicago,  April  28,  1864,  but  he  was  buried  at  his 
birthplace,  Greensfarms,  Connecticut. 

The  late  ]Mr.  Andrews  is  described  as  an  able,  cjuiet,  self-contained 
and  upright  Christian  man,  a  republican  in  politics  and  not  at  a  loss  to 
(leline  his  position  when  asked.  He  was  a  positive  man,  ready  always 
to  give  a  well  matured  reason  for  his  convictions  on  any  subject,  fond 
of  reading  and  well  informed  on  all  general  subjects;  and  who  showed 
to  the  last  the  refining  and  broadening  effects  of  a  university  education, 
and  who  was  therefore  charitable  in  his  intellectual  and  moi'al  judgment 
of  others.  He  possessed  the  well  mannered  and  dignified  bearing  of  the 
old-school  gentleman. 

In  August,  1825,  soon  after  his  admission  to  the  Ohio  bar,  Ebenezer 
Andrews  married  Miss  Rachel  Hyde.  She  was  of  a  family  of  no  little 
distinction  in  New  England  history.  She  was  born  June  iS,  1802,  and 
her  father.  -loseph  Hyde,  lived  at  Greensfarms,  also  the  old  home  of  the 
Andrews.  Joseph  Hyde  drove  a  team  with  supplies  for  the  army  at 
White  Plains,  and  in  1777  was  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Gold  Selleck 
Silliman  at  the  burning  of  Danbury,  at  the  battle  of  Ridgefield,  and  was 
Abounded  at  Compo  Hill  April  28th.  Rachel  Hyde  was  also  a  grand- 
daughter of  Ebenezer  Jesup  of  Westport,  Connecticut.  Ebenezer  Jesup 
graduated  from  Yale  with  the  class  of  1760,  w'as  born  at  Greensfarms, 
Connecticut,  in  1739,  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Continental  army,  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  the  campaign  of  1764,  and  afterwards  was 
a  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  In  1777  he  was  ensign  in  Captain 
Nash's  Company  of  Connecticut,  on  duty  at  Peekskill.  During  Tryon's 
invasion  his  house  and  entire  property  were  burned.  His  devoted 
patriotism  subjected  him  continually  to  presecution  from  Tories.  Living 
directly  on  the  shore  of  Long  Island  Sound,  he  was  much  exposed  to 
the  raids  of  the  British  troops  and  sympathizers.  The  official,  records 
and  colonial  history  of  Connecticitt  make  various  references  to  his  name 
and  service.  At  Peekskill,  in  October,  1777,  he  was  in  Captain  Nash's 
Company,  Whitney's  Regiment,  Fourth  Connecticut  Militia,  Jonathan 
Dimon,  lieutenant  colonel,  commanding.  Ebenezer  Jesup  died  in  1812. 
He  was  married  in  1764  to  Eleanor  Andrews  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut. 
After  the  Revolution  Doctor  Jesup  represented  the  Government  in 
negotiating  one  of  the  important  Indian  treaties  at  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Rachel  Hyde  was  educated  at  Fairfield  Academy,  Connecticut,  came 
to  Ohio  soon  after  her  marriage,  and  the  greater  part  of  her  wedded  life 
was  spent  at  IMilan.  She  survived  her  husband  a  number  of  years  and 
died  at  Milan,  August  13,  1881.  She  was  a  woman  of  great  energy 
and  resolution,  well  fitted  to  move  in  the  society  of  cultured  people, 
or,  if  need  be,  to  meet  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life. 

Ebenezer  and  Rachel  Andrews  left  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  These 
children  were  generously  endowed  in  many  wa.ys,  and  had  the  unusual 
distinction  of  having  three  Revolutionary  soldiers  among  their  near 
ancestry.  The  oldest,  Rachel  Augusta,  born  at  Lilian,  Ohio,  July  9, 
1834,  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Andrews  and  died  at  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  June  10,  1899.     Joseph  Hyde,  the  older  son,  was  born  at 
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Milan,  November  IS.  1835,  graduated  at  Yale  Univei-sity  in  1859  and 
from  the  Cinciunati  Law  School  in  1861,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Cincinnati  and  at  Chicago  in  the  following  year,  and  beeaine  proraineni 
in  comnicvi-ial  arlivities  in  the  latter  .itv,  whrre  he  died  December  11, 
1906.  Eb.^n,./,.]-  Andrews,  Jr.,  was  l,nr,,  .lul\  21,  1837,  prepared  for 
Yale  at  l'hili|is  A<adeiny,  Andover,  .Massailiiisrtts,  gradnaled  from  Yale 
University  in  18(il,  studied  law  at  New  llav.  ii.  lived  in  Chicago  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  died  at  Slilan,  Novenilx  r  is,  ls!)(i. 

The  only  living  child  of  Ebenezer  Andrews  is  .Miss  Eleanor  Andrews. 
who  was  born  at  Milan,  was  graduated  at  Maplewooil  Institute  in  Pitts- 
fiild.  .\iassa(liuset.ts,  in  1859,  lived  in  Chicago  for  a  number  of  years. 
lint  liri-  principal  home  and  the  center  of  her  many'  associations  is  at 
^lilan  in  Erie  County.  She  is  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  tlie 
Sandusky  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  A 
woman  of  culture  and  refinement,  she  has  exercised  her  strong  intelligence 
in  the  handling  of  many  affairs  outside  the  usual  scope  of  woman's 
eifort,  and  has  shown  both  executive  and  financial  ability  in  looking  after 
her  father's  large  estate. 

John  F.  Rosino  is  one  of  tlie  men  who  liegan  life  at  the  bottom  and 
by  industry  and  economy  worked  up  to  a  place  of  influence  and  com- 
inii-rial  standing  in  the  communit.y.  He  went  through  a  long  appren- 
tiiishi|i  as  a  ilcrk  in  a  mercantile  establishment  at  Sandusky,  but  for  a 
nnniliiM'  of  years  lias  been  proprietor  of  a  hoot  and  .shoe  estal^lishment 
of  his  own.  He  has  kept  his  stock  with  a  reputation  for  excellence  of 
goods  and  he  has  a  high  class  patronage  which  has  continued  dealing 
in  this  store  year  after  year.  His  own  career  has  done  nuich  to  increase 
the  business  facilities  of  Sandusky  and  he  is  one  of  its  most  popular 
citizens. 

Born  in  Erie  County,  January  1.  1861.  he  is  a  son  of  Frank  and 
Anna  B.  (Renner)  Ro.sino.  His  father  was  born  in  Germany  and  came 
to  America  in  1850,  locating  in  Erie  County,  where  he  was  employeil 
in  a  local  spoke  factory  until  1875,  when  he  entered  the  flour  and  feed 
business,  and  his  name  was  chiefly  identified  with  that  enterprise  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  December  23,  1905. 

In  a  family  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living.  John  F.  Rosino 
was  the  oldest.  He  grew  up  in  Erie  County,  gained  an  education  in 
the  common  and  grammar  schools  at  Sandusky,  and  quite  early  in  his 
career  accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  local  dry  goods  store.  At  first  his  com- 
l>cnsa1ion  was  fixed  at  $75  a  year.  He  proved  himself  faithful  and 
roinpi'1on1.  His  wages  were  advanced  and  the  i'is])onsibilitics  placed 
ni)on  him  were  increased.  He  gained  experience,  and  gradually  aci|uired 
credit  and  capital.  Tn  1892  he  left  the  employ  of  others  to  set  up  in 
b\isiness  for  himself.  Since  then,  for  a  period  of  more  than  twenty 
years.  I\lr.  Rosino  has  conducted  one  of  the  best  boot  and  shoe  stores  in 
Sandusky.     His  place  of  business  is  at  155  CoUnnbus  Avenue. 

He  takes  much  part  in  social  and  civic  matter.s.  He  is  atiiliated 
with  Hie  Masonic  Lodge.  Chapter  and  Knight  Templar  Commandery. 
with  tlie  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  with  the  Knights 
of  the  JIaccabees,  is  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  Business  Men's  Asso- 
ciation, the  Sandusky  Ad  Club  and  was  one  ol'  the  organizers  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.     Tn  politics  he  is  independent. 

On  September  15,  1885,  in  Huron  County,  he  married  ;\Iiss  Clara  J. 
Fritz  of  Clarksficld,  Ohio.  Thev  are  the  parents  of  two  cbildivn: 
Oillien  0..  born  September  25.  1887,  and  Edward  J.,  born  July  L'.".,  1S92. 

Tiioji AS  S.  .\m.\to.  The  passenger  agent  and  cashier  at  Sandusky 
for  the   Lake  Slun'c  Electric  Kailway  Company,  Thomas  S.  Amato  has 
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highly  commended  himself  to  the  biisiness  and  civic  community  of  which 
he  has  been  a  part  for  the  past  five  or  six  years.  He  is  energetic  and 
faithful  in  business,  public  spirited  in  relation  to  the  welfare  of  his 
home  locality,  and  a  man  thoroughly  entitled  to  respect. 

He  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  when  brougJit  to  America  by  his 
parents  in  1892.  ^Mr.  Amato  was  born  on  the  Island  of  Sicily,  Italy, 
August  29,  l.SMi.  His  fiither,  on  coming  to  America,  located  at  Norwalk 
in  Huron  Ciniiity.  ohin.  Thomas  S.  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  six 
children.  His  cdiiciiliiui,  begun  in  the  old  country,  was  continued  in 
the  public  schools  of  America,  but  at  the  age  of  eighteen  lie  left  school 
and  started  out  to  win  his  own  fortune. 

At  that  time  he  came  to  Sandusky  and  his  first  work  was  done  as 
collector  for  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company.  After  a  year 
he  was  made  a  clerk  in  the  Moss  National  Bank,  and  continued  until 
the  affairs  of  that  institution  were  liquidated.  Going  to  Elyria,  he 
became  general  manager  of  a  confectionery  manufacturing  company, 
and  was  in  business  in  that  city  until  1910.  He  then  took  a  new  line 
of  work  as  conductor  on  the  interurl)an  electric  line,  the  Lake  Shore 
Railway  Company,  and  after  a  year  Was  appointcil  pnss  ii'_:(r  agent 
and  cashier  for  that  company,  a  responsible  post  whiili  lir  Mill  'ills. 

On  August  24,  1901,  in  Erie  County,  Mr.  Amato  iiianiid  Carlotta 
Sartor.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Thelma.  Dorothy  and 
Ruth.  I\Ir.  Amato,  among  other  things,  is  interested  in  military  affairs. 
He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  B  of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Infantry  in 
1901,  was  made  a  sergeant  in  1902,  and  in  1914  was  elected  captain  of 
Company  B,  and  is  now  first  in  command  of  that  well  known  local 
military  organization.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sandu.sky  Ad  Club, 
of  which  he  is  chairman  of  the  membership  committee,  and  he  has 
recently  organized  an  Italian  association  for  the  enlightenment  of  his 
fellow  countrymen  and  to  afford  the  Italian  newcomers  better  and 
broader  views  of  American  citizenship.  Mi-.  Amato  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Sandusky  Federated  Commercial  Chil). 

Clifford  M.  King.  The  particular  service'  for  which  Clifford  M. 
King  is  now  identified  with  Erie  County  is  as  county  surveyor.  He 
is  a  very  capable  young  civil  engineer,  a  university  man  by  training,  and 
for  more  than  ten  years  has  followed  his  profession  lioth  at  Sandusky 
and  elsewhere. 

A  native  of  Erie  County,  he  was  born  December  17,  1879,  a  son  of 
E.  B.  and  Emma  King.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  and  Clifford  was  the  younger  of  two  children. 

As  a  boy  he  was  reared  in  Sandusky  and  attended  its  public  schools, 
besides  Oberlin  Academy.  He  entered  the  Western  Reserve  University 
at  Cleveland  and  graduated  after  taking  a  four  years'  course,  and  also 
graduated   from   Cornell   University  with   the  class   of   1904. 

From  1904  to  1907  Mr.  King  was  connected  with  the  United  States 
Reclamation  Service,  and  for  the  years  1908  to  1911  he  held  the  respon- 
sibilities of  city  engineer  for  Sandusky.  In  1914  he  was  elected  county 
surveyor  and  is  now  in  his  first  term  of  office.  He  has  brought  to  his 
present  duties  not  only  thorough  technical  equipment  but  varied  and 
extensive  experience. 

Mr.  King  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  Order  in  the  various  branches, 
including  the  thirty-second  degree  of  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  also  a  member  of  the 
Sandusky  (idlf  Cliili.  the  Sandusky  Motor  Boat  Association,  and  is  well 
known  sori^illy  in  llic  rity.  He  is  a  republican  in  politics.  On  October 
1.  191U,  he  married  .Miss  Edith  L.  Davis  of  Sandusky. 
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AV.  P.  BiTTNER.  Though  only  thirty-five  years  of  age,  W.  P.  Bittiier 
has  reached  an  enviable  position  in  Sandusky  mercantile  affairs,  where 
he  is  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Dilgart  &  Bittner  Company,  a  concern 
which  carries  one  of  the  finest  stocks  of  furniture,  carpets  and  stoves 
in  Erie  County.  The  establishment  is  a  familiar  one  in  the  business 
district  of  Sandusky,  being  located  at  530-532  Market  Street. 

Mr.  Bittner  is  an  example  of  the  newspaper  man  who  l'i  Miliiht'i]  in 
business  affairs.  He  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Novemlici'  -'.iK  l^si),  a 
son  of  C.  C.  and  Selina  (Knowlton)  Bittner.  His  parents  wi-r«'  also 
natives  of  Erie  County,  and  the  respective  families  have  long  been 
identified  with  this  part  of  the  country.  The  older  of  two  children. 
W.  P.  Bittner  as  a  boy  attended  the  public  schools  at  Sandusky,  and 
had  the  ])rivilege  of  a  liberal  education,  being  a  graduate  with  the  class 
of  ]:)(;2  from  the  Ohio  State  University.  Following  that  he  took  up 
the  newspaper  business,  and  was  with  the  Journal  and  other  local  papers 
in  Sandusky  until  1905.  In  that  year  he  Ih'cmimc  ;iss'.ciated  with  W.  IT. 
Dilgart  in  the  furniture  business,  and  foriiUNl  ilic  |iaitiii'rship  known  as 
Dilgart  &  Bittner,  whicli  in  1909  was  ineoipdpat.Ml  as  the  Dilgart  t 
Bittner  Company.  Mr.  Bittner  became  the  secretary-treasurer,  and  his 
own  hard  work  and  ability  have  been  important  factors  in  making  this 
concern  well  known  to  the  trade. 

Mr.  Bittner  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  in  politics 
is  independent.  On  June  28,  1904,  at  Columbus,  he  married  iliss  Eliza- 
beth Sanford.  Their  three  children  are  named  Helen,  San  ford  and 
Jane   Bittner. 

A.  W.  Link,  Among  the  men  whose  activities  have  been  responsibli^ 
for  the  position  of  prestige  Sandusky  holds  as  a  manufacturing  and 
industrial  center  of  Northern  Ohio,  A.  W.  Link  is  entitled  to  more  than 
passing  mention.  His  career  was  started  when  he  was  still  a  lad.  and 
with  only  ordinary  advantages  he  has  worked  his  own  way  to  prominence 
and  independent  financial  circum.stances.  He  was  born  in  the  city  in 
which  he  now  lives,  September  22,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Erhart  Link, 
who  was  an  early  settler  of  Erie  County  and  for  sixty  years  resided 
here,  being  engaged  principally  in  the  cooperage  biisiness.  He  died  in 
1906,  having  reared  a  family  of  ten  children. 

A.  W.  Link  received  only  a  common  school  education  and  was  but 
twelve  years  of  age  when  he  began  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the 
family  through  his  earnings  as  a  laborer.  He  subsequently  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  moulder's  trade  in  a  foundry  at  Sandusky,  and 
after  he  had  mastered  his  trade  and  had  some  experience  therein  he 
went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  remained  there  eight  years  and  then  went  In 
Buffalo,  New  York,  and  became  foreman  of  the  Lake  Erie  Engineering 
"Works.  One  year  later  he  went  to  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  for  ten 
years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Erie  Foundry,  and  in  September, 
1904,  returned  to  his  native  place  and  organized  and  established  the  Bay 
View  Foundry  Company,  of  which  he  has  since  been  president  and 
general  manager.  This  institution  turns  out  a  high  grade  of  grey  iron 
castings  and  in  addition  operates  a  first  class  pattern  establishment.  ^Ir. 
Link  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Vim  Motor  Company,  of  which 
he  is  still  a  stockholder,  and  for  six  years  was  the  president  of  tliis 
Sandusky  concern.  In  each  of  his  several  undertakings  he  has  shown  his 
cai)acity  for  executive  labors  and  the  enterpri.ses  with  which  he  has  been 
connected  have  always  borne  a  high  reputation  in  business  circles.  IMr. 
Link's  fraternal  affdiations  include  membership  in  the  Masons,  in  which 
he  has  attained  to  the  council  degree,  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  in 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odrl  Fellows,     He  bi'longs  also  to  the  Cnm- 
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mercial  Travelers  Association  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  He  is  a  member  and 
director  and  for  six  years  has  held  the  clerkship  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  belongs  also  to  the  Baraca  class. 

On  April  31,  1890,  Mv.  Link  was  married  to  Miss  Eli2;abeth  Schaub, 
the  (laughter  of  Jacob  S.  Schaub,  who  was  an  earl.y  settler  of  Erie 
County,  and  to  this  union  there  have  been  born  five  children:  Wilina 
K.,  Oliver  P.,  Viola  E.,  Irene  L.  and  Ethel  M. 

James  Flynk.  Sr.  One  of  the  oldest  business  men  in  Sandusky  is 
James  Plynn,  Sr.  In  the  course  of  the  past  forty  or  fifty  years  his  name 
has  been  closely  associated  with  many  of  the  leading  enterprises  in  that 
city.  He  compiled  the  first  complete  set  of  abstract  records  covering 
Erie  County,  and  for  many  years  ha,s  been  at  the  head  of  the  Erie  County 
Investment  Company.  The  people  have  always  had  absolute  confidence 
in  James  Flyun,  and  he  has  more  than  justified  it.  His  entire  career 
is  a  lesson  in  self-reliance,  industry  and  integrity. 

Born  July  4,  1849,  in  Buifalo,  New  York,  he  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Purcell)  Flyun.  His  father,  a  native  of  Ireland,  came  to  America 
with  his  family  in  1846,  and  spent  the  first  three  years  in  the  City  of 
Buffalo.  After  living  in  other  places  he  came  to  Sandusky  in  1850.  He 
was  a  millwright,  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  and  followed  that  occu- 
pation industriously  to  provide  for  his  growing  family  until  his  death 
in  1869.  He  was  one  of  the  early  carpenters  and  builders  in  Erie 
County,  and  among  other  examples  of  his  work  there  might  be  mentioned 
the  old  West  Hotel.  In  his  time  he  w:is  rcoai.lrd  as  one  of  the  best 
mechanics  the  county  had,  and  he  conslimtcil  ;\  number  of  buildings  in 
the  City  of  Sandusky,  a  few  of  which  are  still  standing  in  mute  testimony 
to  his  skill.  He  was  the  father  of  a  family  of  five  children,  th.ree  of 
whom  are  still  living. 

James  Flynn,  Sr.,  as  a  boy  had  none  of  the  advantages  which  are 
conferred  by  wealth,  and  it  was  not  his  privilege  even  to  secure  a  fair 
education.  He  never  went  to  school  after  reaching  the  age  of  twelve, 
but  sailed  until  thirty  years  of  age.  He  laboriously  learned  to  read  and 
write,  and  by  constant  practice,  by  observation,  and  by  experience  has 
alwa.ys  been  regarded  as  a  well  informed  business  man.  It  is  action 
rather  than  knowledge  that  counts,  and  above  all  Mr.  Flynn  has  been 
a  man  of  action.  liis  first  I'egular  work  was  done  in  a  wheel  shop  in 
Sandusky,  and  his  wages  were  eighteen  cents  a  day.  Later  he  became  a 
sailor,  and  during  1864-65  was  employed  on  Johnson's  Lsland  while  that 
island  was  used  by  the  Federal  Government  and  cooked  for  a  gang  of 
110  men. 

In  this  and  other  ways  he  showed  his  abilit.y,  and  when  thirty  years 
of  age  he  was  elected  recorder  of  Erie  County.  He  served  six  years, 
and  kept  the  office  in  a  routine  of  e£ficienc,y  that  completely  justified  the 
confidence  of  the  people  who  elected  him.  Mr.  Flynn  has  always  been  a 
stanch  democrat. 

After  retiring  from  the  recorder's  office  he  compiled  a  complete  set 
of  abstracts  for  Erie  County,  and  then  organized  the  Erie  Abstract  & 
Investment  Company.  He  vigorously  continued  that  business  under 
that  title  until  1904,  when  he  organized  and  incorporated  the  Erie 
County  Investment  Company,  of  which  he  has  since  been  president  and 
treasurer.     His  son,  James  Flynn,  Jr.,  is  secretary. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  various  enterprises  in  Sandusky  with  which 
he  has  been  identified.  He  was  president  of  the  American  Banking  & 
Trust  Company  for  eight  j-ears  and  is  now  a  director.  The  Erie  County 
Investment  Company  conducts  a  large  business  not  only  in  abstracts 
but  in  bonds  and  in  fire  insurance.     He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
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promoters  of  the  Cleveland  and  Sandusky  r>iv\\iTy  nnd  organized  and 
promoted  the  Dayton  Brewery  Company,  and  li.is  .mployed  the  energy 
and  a  part  of  the  capital  to  various  other  uiidirtakin^s. 

Mr.  Flynn  is  affiliated  with  Perseverance  Lodge  No.  329,  F.  &  A.  M., 
at  Sandusky,  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks.  On  May  1,  1886,  he  married,  in  Erie  County, 
Miss  jMargaret  Moos.  Of  their  three  children  two  are  now  living: 
James  F.,  Jr.,  who  is  now  prosecuting  attorney  for  Erie  County;  and 
Lucile,  nineteen  years  of  age.  at  home. 

Ferdinand  J.  Bing.  One  of  the  most  popular  of  the  county  Officials 
of  Erie  County  is  Ferdinand  J.  Bing,  clerk  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court. 
IJaviiijj:  l)i'rii  lioru  .md  rcai'cd  in  Erie  County,  he  has  been  known  by 
l(i.-al  citizrns  all  his  lilr.  and  everything  he  has  done  has  reflected  credit 
upon  bis  rnn-oy.  ctlicicncy  and  honesty. 

He  was  born  April  15,  1882,  a  son  of  William  and  Barbara  (Keenie) 
Bing.  His  father  was  also  born  in  Sandusky,  and  the  maternal  line 
came  originally  from  Baden,  Germany.  William  Bing  was  for  many 
years  an  active  figure  in  local  business  circles,  first  as  a  carriage  manu- 
facturer and  later  as  an  ice  dealer.     He  died  March  8,  1911. 

Ferdinand  J.  Bing  was  fourth  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  grew 
up  at  Sandu.sky,  atlrmlcd  tiie  grammar  schools,  followed  by  a  course  in 
the  Sandu.sky  Hiisiniss  ('(liicge,  and  began  his  actual  business  practice 
in  association  with  his  fat  Int.  He  continued  with  his  father  in  the  ice 
business  until    lIMis,   at    which    time   his   fatiu'r   retired,   and   then,   with 

Company.  In  i:)l:;  that  hnsiness  was  sold  and  ahout  a  year  later,  in  1914, 
Mr.  Bini:'  was  eleeteil  to  his  present  office  as  clerk  of  the  Common  Pleas 
Court  of  i;i-ie  ( 'oiinty. 

Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Sandusky 
Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles,  is  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  Ad  Club,  and  in  politics 
is  a  loyal  republican,  and  has  considerable  infiuence  in  party  affairs. 
On  August  30,  1906.  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Bing  married  Miss 
Amelia  Wittman.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Ferdinand 
W.,  born  August  14,  1907.  and  now  in  school :  and  Virginia  B.,  born 
January  15,  1912. 

Chester  C.  Hand.  It  is  as  a  veteran  in  railroading  circles  that 
Chester  C.  Hand  is  best  known  in  Sandusky.  ^Ir.  Hand  has  for  several 
years  been  superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Docks  at  San- 
dusky, and  it  goes  without  (piestion  among  those  who  know  him  best  that 
his  work  has  been  perfornu'd  with  an  efficiency  that  has  meant  the 
highest  degree  of  service  and  has  kept  him  year  after  year  in  this  im- 
portant responsibility. 

A  native  son  of  Erie  Counts .  (Ik  >ter  C.  Hand  was  born  August  19, 
1860,  a  son  of  Heman  and  Esth,  r  .  Clary)  Hand.  His  father,  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  came  west  some  time  during  the  decade  of  the  '40s 
and  located  in  Erie  County,  where,  after  a  short  time  spent  in  farming, 
he  took  up  the  life  of  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  was  captain  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and  spent  forty  years  in  the 
lake  marine. 

Chester  C.  Hand,  who  was  the  youngest  in  the  family,  was  educated 
in  th(>  ])ublic  schools  of  Sandusk>-  and  completed  a  course  in  the  Sandusky 
Business  College.  His  first  work  was  done  as  a  printer,  and  for  fourteen 
veai's  ho  gained  a  more  than  passing  acquaintance  with  the  pidijishing 
business   and   most   of  those  engaged   in   the   newspaper   profession    at 
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Sandusky.  During  this  fourteen  years  he  was  foreman  with  the  San- 
dusky Register.  He  left  that  to  take  up  railroad  work  with  the  Columbus 
&  Sandusky  Short  Line  Railroad.  He  served  in  the  engineering  depart- 
ment as  superinti/iiilciil  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Docks,  and  later 
as  station  agciil  .iiid  vind  master,  but  in  1905  was  restored  to  his  former 
position  as  suiHrintcniliiit  of  the  docks  and  now  for  ten  years  has  steadily 
looked  after  the  management  of  these  large  and  valuable  properties 
at  Sandusky. 

In  religion  Jlr.  Hand  is  a  Catholic,  is  afSliated  with  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  and  in  politics  is  a  republican.  He  was  married,  in  Erie 
County,  to  Jliss  Hannah  O'Neal,  a  daughter  of  Dennis  O'Neal.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children :     Esther  N.  and  Donald  N. 

Edw.vbd  Lea  Marsh.  A  member  of  a  pioneer  family  of  Erie  County 
and  one  given  to  vahuible  and  practical  accomplishment,  Edward  Lea 
Marsh  is  by  inheril:inrc  ami  1r:iiiiiii!i  wfjl  (Mniipiicil  Ini-  llic  responsible 
position  he  holds  in  tln'  I'lisin.ss  wmld  of  Xnrtlimi  ohid.  He  belongs 
to  the  new  and  prnorcssivc  duss  of  Imsiiicss  nicii,  a  drparture  from  the 
accepted  type  of  former  years,  having  a  degree  of  adaptability  and 
public  spirit  seldom  associated  with  his  prototype  of  several  decades  ago. 
He  relieves  the  arid  and  somewhat  unchangeable  routine  of  his  labor 
with  participation  in  politics,  public  life  and  society,  in  all  of  which 
he  wields  a  sane  and  progressive  intiuence. 

Mr.  ilarsh  was  born  at  Sandusky,  November  23,  1879.  and  is  a  son 
of  E.  H.  Marsh,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Erie  Counlw  wiurc  lie  still 
resides.  Edward  L.  Marsh  received  his  early  edueatiiui  in  the  public 
schools  of  Sandusky,  following  which  he  was  sent  to  Saint  Paul's  School, 
Coneni-il,  Nrw  I Iaiii]isliii'c',  fur  his  i)reparatory  work,  and  subsequently 
to  Yah-  riiivci'sity.  wlinv  he  was  duly  graduated.  He. began  his  career 
as  a  clci-k  in  tin-  I'stalilisliment  of  .Marsh  &  Company,  Sandusky,  of  which 
his  father  was  the  head,  serving  three  years  in  that  capacity  and  then, 
•June  1,  1907.  being  elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Bay  View 
Fovmdry  Companj-,  offices  which  he  still  retains.  He  is  likewise  president 
of  the  Lea  Realty  Company,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Marsh- 
Brightman  Nut  Companj',  and  a  director  in  the  Citizens  Banking  Com- 
pany, the  Davis  Boat  Works  Company  and  the  Easiest  Way  Manufactur- 
ing Company.  Mr.  Marsh  was  formerly  a  director  in  the  Lincoln  Stove 
Company,  and  an  organizer  of  the  Gypsum  Canning  Company,  of  Gyp- 
sum. Ohio.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Cleveland  Engineering  Society, 
a  member  of  the  P.rrz.'lins  Trust  Association  of  Yale  rnivcrsity,  trustee 
of  the  Sandusky  F.'.l.' rate, I  Coinnicivial  Cluli  an<l  ,-liainiiaii  of  tli.'  indus- 
trial department,  and  vice  pivsident  and  .lirci-lor  of  llir  Sandusky 
IndiTStrial  Development  Co. 

At  present  Mr.  ilarsh  is  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  Board 
of  Health,  and  as  a  member  of  that  body  is  assisting  other  forceful  and 
public-spirited  citizens  to  maintain  the  health  and  sanitation  of  the 
nnuiicipality  and  its  people.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  commissioners 
who  drafted  the  municipal  charter  of  the  City  of  Sandusky,  and  in  every 
movement  of  any  importance  has  given  freely  and  generously  of  his 
services  and  abilities.  For  a  number  of  years  a  stalwart  republican, 
when  the  split  came  in  1912  he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  Colonel 
Roosevelt  and  the  new  progressive  party  and  in  that  year  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  elector  on  the  so-called  Moose  ticket.  For  some 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Travelers'  Association 
of  the  State  of  Ohio.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  at  the  present  time  is  a  member  of  the  vestry  of  Grace  Church, 
where  he  has  been  junior  warder  for  three  years  and  formerly  vestryman 
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for  ten  years  and  director  of  the  ehoir  for  three  years.  He  has  done  inueh 
for  charity  and  is  now  treasurer  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Good 
Samaritan  Hospital.  The  children  have  always  had  a  loyal  and  inter- 
ested friend  in  Mr.  Marsh,  who  is  now  treasurer  of  Sandusky  Troo])  of 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

Mr.  JMarsh  was  married  October  15,  1902,  1o  :\[iss  Elizaheth  1).  •;. 
Moss,  who  was  born  a1  Saiiilusk>  .iiid  was  .Mlui-atrcl  in  the  public  s.-IkmiIs 
of  this  city  and  at  Miss  CaiiciTs  Sc|i,„,|  al  \iifiliai!i|i1.iii.  .MassachuscHs. 
Mrs.  Marsh  is  one  of  llic  Ica.lci's  in  social  and  cliaiitalilc  circli's  nf  San- 
dusky, and  is  now  acting  vice  president  of  the  atlvisory  board  of  tiie 
Good  Samaritan  Hospital.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marsh :     Elizabeth  Griswold,  Edward  Lea.  Jr.,  and  Caroline  Lane. 

Edward  M.  Y'ietmeier.  AYlien  he  came  to  Sandusky,  in  llio.'i.  Kdward 
M.  Vietmeier  brought  with  him  a  wealth  of  experience,  sound  and 
thorough  training,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  lumber  business  excelled  by 
few  men  known  to  the  trade  in  Ohio.  He  had  held  positions  of  import- 
ance with  concerns  of  consequence,  was  about  ready  to  enter  business 
on  his  own  account  and  was  fully  ccpiippcd  in  every  way  to  snceessfnllx' 
conduct  an  cntcrjirisc.  and  ai-c(ii-dnic|>  was  hailed  as  a  valuable  addition 
to  commercial  circles,  'i'lic  yea  is  lliat  have  passed  since  his  arrival  have 
seen  his  development  into  one  of  the  forcmnsl  men  in  his  line  in  the 
city,  and  at  present  he  is  proprietor  of  the  Sainlusky  Sash.  Door  and 
Lumber  Company,  a  concern  of  eonsiderabk'  iinpnitance  and  magnitude. 

Mr.  Vietmeier  was  born  December  8,  1861,  at  Newark,  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  J.  and  Martha  (Rieger)  Viet- 
meier. His  father,  a  native  of  Germany,  came  as  a  young  man  to 
America,  landing  at  New  Orleans,  from  whence  he  made  his  way  to 
Cincinnati,  and  thence  to  Newark,  Ohio.  He  passed  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life  there,  and  followed  the  trade  of  tailor,  being  a  nuin 
(if  ((uisidciablc  ability,  industry  and  thrift,  as  well  as  a  citizen  who  had 
I  he  respeci  and  esteem  of  the  people  of  his  community.  AVhile  he  did 
not  amass  a  fortune,  he  won  a  satisfying  competence,  reared  his  family 
in  comfortalile  circumstances  and  gave  his  children  good  educational 
advantages. 

The  eighth  in  order  of  l)irth  of  his  parents'  fourteen  children. 
Edward  M.  Vietmeier  was  educated  in  the  paj'oehial  and  high  schools 
of  Newark,  where  he  was  reared.  Later  he  took  a  business  course  a1 
the  Iron  City  College.  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years  began  his  business  career  there  and  eneaged  in  the  insur- 
ance ijusiness.  One  year  in  this  line  eonxinci'd  .Mr.  Metmeier  that  it 
was  neither  a  congenial  nor  a  profitable  lield  of  endi'avor  for  him,  and 
hi'  accin'iline|,\'  Iransferred  liis  attention  to  the  Inmlier  and  sawmill 
business  at  linrnkx  il  le.  1 'eiins\  l\  ania.  From  Brookville  he  went  to  Tar- 
renliiin,  rciinsx  l\ania,  as  manager  of  a  retail  concern.  He  subsequently 
entered  the  wholesale  business  at  Pittsburgh,  being  vice  president  of  the 
J.  M.  Hastings  Lumber  Company,  wholesale  lumber  dealers  of  Pitts- 
burgh. In  the  interests  of  this  firm  Mr.  Vietmeier  came  to  Sandusky 
in  1905  as  general  manager  of  the  business  the.y  had  purchased  from 
the  J.  S.  Bennett  Lumber  Co.  In  this  capacity  he  remained  until 
1913,  when,  ready  to  enter  business  on  his  own  account,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity presenting  itself,  he  engaged  in  the  trade  by  buying  out  the 
Hastings  interests.  Since  that  time  he  has  operated  under  the  style 
of  Sandusky  Sash,  Door  and  Lumber  Company.  In  addition  to  sash, 
dooi's  and  interior  tinisli  he  handles  Inmlier,  lath  and  shingles,  and  has  a 
steady  and  j)ersisteiil  call  for  his  entire  output  at  Sandusky  and  in  the 
surrounding  towns  and   ^•illagl's.     lie   has  a  modern  planing  mill   and 
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warehouse  and  well  appointed  offices  on  Water  Street,  west  of  the  Big 
Four  Depot,  where  he  has  eveiy  facility  for  turning  out  a  high  grade  of 
work.  Few  men  in  the  Ininher  trade  have  more  friends  or  are  better 
known  than  Mr.  Victincirr,  wIkisc  iTputation  as  a  business  man  of  the 
strictest  integrity  is  Hniily  (■sl:ll.li^ll.■,|.  Aside  from  his  own  particular 
enterprise  he  is  interested  elscwlieie.  being  president  and  director  of  the 
J.  J.  Snider  Lumber  Company,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  the  aflfairs  of  which 
he  devotes  one  day  each  week;  a  director  in  the  New  Steelton  Lumber 
Company,  of  that  city,  and  a  director  of  the  Sun  Lumber  Company  at 
ilount  Vernon,  Ohio.  Mr.  Vietmeier  is  a  great  lover  of  tlie  horse  and 
has  been  the  owner  of  several  animals,  among  them  a  numlier  of  racers 
in  which  ]Mr.  Vietmeier  has  taken  a  quiet  delight.  One  of  his  best  known 
horses  is  "Prciiniis  Civsceus,"  with  a  trotting  record  of  2:151/4.  As  a 
citizen  5Ir.  Virtuhiii'  h.is  always  been  foremost  in  supporting  good  and 
public-spiritcil  iiiuveuiLiit.s  in  which  the  civic  welfare  is  at  stake. 

On  June  11,  1889,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Vietmeier  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  McCann,  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living  at  this  time : 
Mary  F.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  F.  Meyers,  a  practicing  dentist 
of  Sandusk}',  Ohio ;  Edward  Hastings,  who  is  a  student  at  the  Ohio  State 
University;  and  ilartha  JL,  who  is  attending  the  Sandusky  High  School. 
Mr.  Vietmeier  is  a  member  of  Sandusky  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protec- 
tive Order  of  Elks;  of  the  Sandusky  Order  of  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles: 
the  Knights  of  Columbus;  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters,  and  tlie 
Catholic  Mutual  Benevolent  Association. 

Edward  L.  Coen.  A  prominent  figure  in  Ohio  banking  affairs,  and 
one  specially  influential  in  the  furtherance  of  financial  and  other  busi- 
ness activities  in  Erie  County  is  Edward  L.  Coen,  who  has  been  the 
chief  executive  of  The  Erie  County  Banking  Company  of  Vermilion 
during  the  entire  period  of  its  existence.  He  was  formerly  cashier  of 
this  solid  and  well  ordered  banking  institution,  and  is  now  its  first  vice 
president.  The  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  is  still  given  to 
the  direction  of  this  bank,  one  of  the  best  in  Erie  County. 

Born  in  Fountain  County,  Indiana,  January  24,  1864.  Edward  L. 
Coen  is  a  son  of  William  S.  and  Caroline  (Hosier)  Coen,  the  former  a 
native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Pennsj-lvania.  His  mother  died  in 
1886.  His  father,  now  in  venerable  years,  lives  at  Ren.sselaer,  the 
county  seat  of  Jasper  County,  Indiana,  and  celebrated  his  eighty-fifth 
birthday  in  1915.  His  active  years  were  given  to  agriculture  ai^d  stock 
growing  and  he  has  long  been  a  well  known  and  honored  citizen  of  Jasper 
County.  The  grandfather.  John  Coen,  was  an  earlv  .settler  in  the 
State  "of  Ohio. 

Edward  L.  Coen  was  about  three  years  old  when  his  parents  removed 
from  Fountain  County  to  Jasper  County,  Indiana,  the  new  family  home 
being  a  farm  in  Marion  Township  near  Rensselaer.  Thus  he  had  the 
fine  and  wholesome  discipline  of  the  country  during  his  boyhood  and  . 
youth.  His  early  educational  advantages  were  those  of  the  public 
schools  of  his  home  township  and  the  high  school  at  Rensselaer.  He 
was  a  good  student,  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  and  on  reaching 
high  school  he  did  some  very  promising  work  for  four  years  as  a  teacher 
in  the  country  schools  of  his  home  county. 

Soon  after  he  reached  his  majority  he  went  to  Southwestern  Kansas, 
and  for  nearly  four  years  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  farm  loan 
business.  He  was  also  one  of  the  progressive  citizens  who  founded  the 
Town  of  Bucklin.  Ford  County,  Kansas,  during  the  late  '80s.  After 
leaving  Kansas  Mr.    Coen   spent   a  year  in   the   general   offices   of  the 
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Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad  in  Chicago,  and  in  April,  1891, 
came  to  Erie  County,  Ohio. 

Here  he  effected  the  organization  of  The  Erie  County  Bank  of 
Vermilion.  The  following  year  this  institution  was  incorporated  as  a 
state  bank  and  the  present  title  of  The  Erie  County  Banking  Company 
was  ailopted.  From  that  time  to  the  present  the  practical  management 
of  the  bank  has  devolved  upon  Mr.  Coen,  who  is  in  many  ways  an 
exemplai-y  banker  and  an  expert  hnancier.  When  the  bank  was  organ- 
ized he  became  cashier,  a  position  he  held  until  1911.  Since  1909  he 
has  been  first  vice  president,  and  has  given  the  bank  the  benefit  of  liis 
broad  experience  even  after  resigning  his  post  as  cashier. 

Mr.  (Joen  is  also  a  recognized  leader  in  Ohio  banking  circles.  From 
1907  to  1910  he  served  as  seeretaiy-treasurer  of  Group  No.  6,  and  from 
1910  to  1913  as  chairman  of '  Group  No.  6  in  the  Ohio  Bankei"s'  Asso- 
ciation. During-  his  term  as  group  chairman  he  was  also  a  memlier 
of  the  council  of  administration  and  served  as  its  chairman  during  1913. 
He  served  as  vice  president  of  the  Ohio  Bankers'  Association  in  1914 
and  was  honored  as  president  of  the  association  for  the  year  1915. 

He  was  also  the  primary  force  in  effecting  the  organization  and 
incorporation  of  the  Vermilion  Telephone  Company,  of  which  he  has 
been  president  and  director  since  its  organization.  He  is  also  a  director 
and  treasurer  of  the  Gallia  Telephone  Company  at  Gallipolis  in  Gallia 
County. 

Broad  minded,  liberal  and  public  spirited,  as  a  citizen  Mr.  Coen  has 
always  beeu  found  ready  to  give  his  co-operation  and  support  to  measures 
iuid  enterprises  tending  to  advance  the  general  welfare  of  his  home  city 
and  county.  He  has  served  fifteen  years  as  a  member  of  the  Vermilion 
Board  of  Education,  of  W'hicli  board  he  has  been  president  for  several 
years.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  vaiimt  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  their 
home  city.  For  fully  twenty  years  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  its 
board  of  trustees  and  has  been  chairman  of  the  board  a  greater  portion 
of  the  time.  His  course  has  been  in  all  respects  guided  and  governed 
l)y  the  highest  principles  of  integrity,  and  this  fact,  eomlnned  with  his 
unfailing  courtesy  and  consideration,  has  gained  him  the  high  regard 
of  his  home  community  and  of  all  with  whom  he  has  otherwise  come  in 
contact  in  a  business  or  social  way. 

In  1893  j\Ir.  Coen  married  Miss  Cora  S.  Lawless.  She  was  born  and 
reared  at  "Wrmilion,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Capt.  James  Lawless  and 
L:iiiiM  Lv  Harris)  Lawless,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coen  are 
ibc  piiniits  (if  two  sons.  Edward  M.  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1918  in 
Yale  I'liixersify  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  Clarence  L.  died  at  the 
age  of  four  and  half  years. 

John  L.  Sherod.  In  1911  the  Sherod  family  celebrated  the  centen- 
nial of  its  coming  to  Erie  County.  A  year  before  the  outbreak  of  flic 
second  war  against  Great  Britain,  and  several  years  before  Commodore 
Perry  gained  his  triumph  on  Lake  Erie  against  the  British  fleet,  the 
Sherods  pushed  their  wa.y  through  the  wilderness  and  established  a  rude 
home  on  the  shores  of  the  lake  in  Vermilion  Tow-nship.  Three  successive 
generations  have  occupied  and  tilled  the  soil  in  that  locality  and  John 
L.  Sherod  is  now  a  prosperous  farmer  and  fruit  grower  on  land  which 
was  once  his  grandfather's. 

The  Sherods  were  Pennsylvania  people  and  ^Ir.  Sherod 's  grand- 
parents were  both  natives  of  that  state.  His  gi-andfather  was  a  mill- 
wright by  trade,  and  on  coming  to  Northern  Ohio  he  established  a  mill 
on  Sliernd  Creek,  a  little  sfreain  in  Vermilion  Tnwnshi]")  named  in  honor 
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of  his  enterprise.  Here  he  and  liis  wife  spent  all  their  days  on  the 
fai-m  which  they  had  acquired  from  the  Government.  Their  land  had  a 
frontage  on  the  lake  shore  of  eighty  rods.  Both  lived  here  for  about 
forty  years,  and  died  during  the  decade  of  the  '50s  when  quite  old 
people.  They  -were  Presbyterians  in  religion,  and  the  grandfather  was 
first  a  federalist  and  later  a  whig.  He  was  the  pioneer  miller  in  this 
section  of  Erie  County,  though  there  was  no  Erie  County  by  name  for 
a  dozen  years  after  he  arrived.  They  had  one  of  the  first  homes  in  this 
wilderness  region.  Their  log  cabin  was  suiTounded  by  the  great  trees 
of  the  native  forest,  by  the  wild  grasses,  and  on  the  north  it  looked  out 
upon  the  dancing  waters  of  the  lake.  Wild  game  of  all  kinds  abounded, 
and  venison  was  a  regular  part  of  their  diet.  Wild  turkeys  were  also 
to  be  found  everywhere  in  the  woods,  and  it  was  necessary  to  protect 
the  hogs  by  heavy  log  pens  in  order  that  the  bears  might  not  devour  them. 
The  Sherod  family  has  many  interesting  distinctions  in  Erie  County. 
The  son  John  was  the  fii-st  white  child  born  in  Vermilion  Township. 

Jacob  Sherod,  father  of  John  L.,  was  about  three  years  of  age  when 
the  family  came  to  Erie  County.  He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  January 
20,  1808,  but  his  first  conscious  recollections  were  of  the  wilderness  which 
surrounded  the  Sherod  home  in  Vermilion  Township.  He  was  reared  to 
manhood,  having  little  education  so  far  as  schools  were  concerned,  l)ut 
practiced  himself  in  all  the  arts  and  acco)nplishmeuts  of  the  frontier. 
He  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  the  old  homestead  on  which  his  father 
had  constructed  a  stone  house  only  a  few  yards  from  the  lake  shore. 
A  great  many  years  ago  the  site  of  thai  li<iiiie  was  washed  away  by  the 
waters  of  the  lake,  the  lake  short-  litiim  imw  five  or  six  rods  south  of 
where  it  was  originally.  Jacoli  sulis((|Uriiily  built  a  home  of  his  own 
farther  from  the  lake  beach,  and  that  house  is  now  occupied  by  his  son. 
John  L.  It  is  a  substantial  old  home,  and  is  surrounded  liy  a  tract 
of  very  fine  farming  land,  especially  adapted  for  fruit  growing. 

Jacob  Sherod  died  in  this  locality  December  6,  1872.  He  was  a 
stanch  republican,  and  a  man  who  took  a  commendable  interest  in  local 
affairs.  He  was  married  in  Vermilion  Township  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Baumhart.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  May  7,  1S2:"!,  and  had  rdiiie  with 
her  parents  to  the  United  States  on  a  sailing  vcss-l  whidi  iv,iuiiv,l  eight 
weeks  to  make  the  voyage.  They  arrived  in  A'cniiilion  Tdwiisliip  about 
1829.  Her  father  was  Elias  Baumhart,  who  died  in  Erie  County  when 
aboiit  eighty  years  of  age.  having  followed  farming  all  his  practical 
career.  Elizabeth  Baumhart  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  John  February 
6,  1905.  Both  she  and  her  Imsliand  wciv  iiumhImts  ,,f  1li,.  Pivshyferian 
Church,  but  later,  with  th.-ir  rliildivn.  ili,.y  lirramr  ( ',,iiM|v-at  ionalists, 
and  died  in  that  faith.  .Ia.-..1,  Sla-n.d  was  a  ,h-.u-un  in  the  rlniivh  for 
many  years.  By  his  first  marriage  to  a  Miss  Slicidil.  .lardli  Sliii-od  had 
three  children.  One  of  these,  George,  is  still  lisin-  .nnl  rrsi.Irs  in  Los 
Angeles,  California.  The  children  by  the  scnnid  mairiayv  \miv  William 
E.,  Henry  M.,  Albert,  John  L.,  James  F.,  Edward  M..  Ermina.  JMartha, 
Catherine  ancl  Hattie.  William  and  Albert  are  now  deceased,  and  the 
daughters  Ermina  and  Martha  are  also  dead. 

John  L.  Shci-iid  was  i-can-d  and  rdncalrd  in  Vermilion  Township  and 
attended  the  jMililir  s-IkkiIs  which  wfvr  maintained  here  during  his  early 
youth.  After  tin-  di-^itli  nf  liis  fatlicr  la-  t(mk  over  twenty-five  acres  of 
the  land  which  had  licl(ini;i'.l  sncccssix  I'jy  Id  his  grandfather  and  father, 
and  in  this  one  locality  h.'  has  spent  all  his  years  with  the  exception  of 
six  when  he  was  a  ivsidenl  of  Clevi'land.  and  Inllnwed  his  trade  as 
carpenter  and  also  was  a  sailor  on  the  lakes.  He  had  learned  his  trade 
in  Vermilion  Township.  During  the  winters  he  worked  at  carpentry  in 
Cleveland,  and  during  the  sunuuer  seasons  was  on  the  Great  Lakes.     He 
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first  served  before  the  inast  and  subsequently  was  first  mate  and  finally 
master  of  one  of  the  old  lake  boats.  On  leaving  the  vocation  of  sailpr  he 
returned  to  his  farm,  and  lias  since  conducted  general  agricultural 
operations  and  fruit  growing,  having  all  varieties  of  fruit  which  thrive 
along  the  lake  shore.  For  six  years  he  has  kept  open  house  to  suimuer 
t)oarders  from  May  to  November. 

On  December  28,  1887,  in  Vermilion  Township,  Mr.  Sherod  married 
Miss  Sarali  Ann  Risden.  She  was  born  in  this  township  November  28, 
18()2.  and  was  reared  and  educated  here.  She  is  a  sister  of  Almor  G. 
Risden,  to  whom  reference  is  made  on  other  pages,  including  a  sketch  of 
the  well  known  Risden  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherod  have  tlie  foLlowing 
children:  Bessie  A.,  who  gi'aduated  from  the  Vermilion  High  School 
and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  primary  schools  of  Vermilion  Village  and 
is  living  at  home ;  Charity  May,  who  graduated  from  the  Vermilion  High 
School  with  the  class  of  1908  and  it  at  home ;  LawTenee  D.,  who  com- 
pleted his  education  in  high  school  and  is  assisting  his  father  on  the 
farm.  The  family  attend  the  Congregational  Church  and  the  daughters 
are  active  workers  in  church  organizations.  j\Ir.  Sherod  is  a  I'epublican. 
and  at  the  present  time  is  filling  the  ofifiee  of  township  assessor. 

Frederick  Ohlem.\ciier.  It  was  due  to  the  enterprise  of  Frederick 
Ohlemacher  that  the  first  lime  kiln  was  established  in  Erie  Coui;ty.  Mr. 
Ohlemacher  represents  a  sturdy  German  family  that  located  in  Erie 
County  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  but  his  own  early  life  was  spent  to  a 
large  extent  in  Illinois,  and  he  fought  with  an  Illinois  regiment  in  tlie 
Civil  war.  For  the  past  fifty  years  his  home  has  been  in  Sandusky  and 
he  was  actively  engaged  in  business  here  until  a  few  years  ago,  and  is 
now  enjoying  a  well  earned  retirement. 

Born  September  16,  1840,  in  Germany,  Mr.  Ohlemacher  is  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Catherine  Ohlemacher.  The  family  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  Frederick  was  a  small  boy,  and  in  1854  they  located  in 
Sandusky.  Henry  Ohlemacher  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  Sandusky 
and  died  there  in  1873.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
Frederick  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth. 

Frederick  Ohlemacher  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
Germany.  He  also  attended  grammar  school  in  Sandusky  for  a  time 
after  coming  to  that  city.  He  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age  when  in 
18.').")  he  took  his  first  regular  employment  working  in  a  restaurant  in 
Sandusky,  but  two  years  later  he  left  here  and  went  to  Cincinnati  and 
was  employed  in  a  wholesale  book  store  a  year.  His  next  location  was 
in  Aurora.  Illinois,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  railroad  shops  and 
learned  tlie  trade  of  cabinet  maker.  He  continued  there  until  the  spring 
of  1861.  He  then  enlisted  at  the  first  call  for  troops  to  put  down  the 
rebellion,  going  out  in  the  three  months'  service  as  a  non-commissioned 
officer  in  the  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Company  F.  At  the  expiration 
of  the  three  months  he  was  discharged  as  a  non-commissioned  officer. 
Returning  home  he  soon  re-enlisted  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  First 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  Company  E,  and  he  remained  in  the  Union  army. 
Iiarticii)ating  in  many  cam])aigns,  until  the  spring  of  186:?,  and  on 
aci-oiint  of  disability  resigned  and  returned  to  Aurora. 

In  Aurora  he  resumed  his  work  as  cabinet  maker  in  the  car  sliojis. 
but  in  1865  he  bought  a  brick  yard  and  lime  kiln,  which  he  conducted 
until  the  fall  of  1866.  He  then  sold  out  his  interests  in  Illinois  and  came 
to  Sandusky,  where  he  erected  the  first  lime  kiln  ever  put  up  in  the 
city.  This  was  the  industi-y  with  which  his  name  was  most  familiarly 
a.ssociated  and  which  he  condurled  successfully  from  1867  to  1899.  He 
then  sold  the  property,  ami   since  1899  has  been  lai'gely  retired  from 
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activr  iis|iiinsiliili1irs.  tlimi'jii  lie  is  still  a  stockholder  in  various  banks 
and  li;i^  ;i  iiii;ii!i.t  of  l.iisiin-s  interests  here. 

^If.  ( ililniiarlhr  has  also  laken  a  prominent  part  as  a  citizen  and  from 
18S;3  to  18iSy  was  a  member  of  the  Ohio  State  Legislature,  and  while 
there  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  location  of  the  Soldiers'  Home 
at  Sandusky.  Fraternally  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Masonic  Order 
for  fifty-four  years,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  lodge,  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  and  the  Council.     In  politics  he  is  a  democrat. 

On  Januai-y  1,  1862,  at  Aurora,  Illinois,  he  married  Miss  Clementine 
Groch.  To  their  union  were  born  seven  children,  namely:  Lillian, 
born  April  S,  1864 ;  Albert,  born  October  2,  1866 ;  Cora,  born  December 
25,  1868;  Fred,  born  October  11,  1870;  Emma,  born  in  1872  and  died 
aged  sixteen  years;  Eda,  born  June  19,  1877,  and  Norma,  born  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1879. 

Henry  Cl.\y  Strong.  A  native  of  Erie  County,  one  who  went  out 
in  the  flower  of  young  manhood  and  gave  three  years'  of  service  to  the 
Union  during  the  Civil  war,  for  half  a  century  identified  with  business 
affairs,  Henry  Clay  Strong  in  more  recent  years  has  lirl]icd  to  promote 
Sandusky's  prosperity  in  the  motor  manufadurini:-  liild.  He  is  now 
the  executive  head  of  the  Ohio  Motor  Company  cil  Sandnsky. 

Among  those  men  who  were  born  in  Erie  County  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  ago  few  have  been  such  efficient  factors  in  varied 
lines  as  Henry  Clay  Strong.  He  was  born  October  4,  1841,  a  son  of 
Lyman  E.  and  Calista  Lucinda  (Nims)  Strong,  the  former  a  native  of 
New  York  State  and  the  latter  of  Massachusetts.  As  a  boy  he  had  his 
home  in  different  sections  of  Ohio,  and  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Plymouth,  Richland  and  Huron  counties.  He  was  not  twenty  years 
of  age  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  for  a  number  of  years  had 
been  earning  his  way  as  clerk  in  a  store.  He  enlisted,  May  28,  1862, 
in  Company  B  of  the  Eighty-eighth  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteers  for 
the  three  months'  service.  He  became  first  corporal  in  the  company. 
Iiinnediately  after  his  first  term  expired  he  re-enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Company  D  in  Hoffman 's  Battalion,  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  was  appointed 
second  sergeant.  In  December,  1863,  the  Hoffman  Battalion  was  en- 
larged to  a  i-egiment  and  was  subsequently  known  as  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-eighth  Regiment,  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  With  this  com- 
mand he  became  commissary  sergeant,  and  on  May  9,  1864.  was  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant  and  regimental  quartermaster,  and  also  acted 
as  commandant  for  a  short  period  of  Company  G.  In  that  capacity  he 
remained  with  his  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  finally 
mustered  out  at  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  July  13,  1865.  He  belongs  to 
both  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Military  Order  of  the 
Loyal  Legion. 

On  returning  from  the  war  ;\Ir.  Strong  located  at  Sandusky,  and  in 
December,  1865,  was  appointed  paymaster  for  the  Sandusky,  Dayton  & 
Cincinnati  Railroad  Company,  with  headquarters  in  the  former  city. 
From  July,  1868,  until  January,  1874,  he  was  a  traveling  salesman, 
representing  a  wholesale  lumber  house  at  Sandusky.  On  January  1, 
1874,  in  partnership  with  John  S.  Fleek,  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  business  at  Newark.  Ohio.  For  nearly  twenty  yeai's  he  had  his 
home  in  Newark,  and  helped  to  liuild  up  the  business  to  one  of  large 
proportions  and  success.  On  January  1,  1893,  the  firm  of  Fleek,  Strong 
&  Company  was  dissolved,  and  because  of  ill  health  Mr.  Strong  was  then 
out  of  active  business  for  seven  years. 

In  1897  he  returned  to  his  former  influential  position  in  commercial 
affairs  as  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Ohio  Motor  Company  at  Sandusky, 
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of  which  he  has  siuee  l)eeu  ])ivsiiU'nt.  This  eompan.v  iiuuiuraL-turt-.s  an 
extensive  line  of  gasoline  engines,  and  its  product  is  known  as  standard 
tliroughout  the  countrv.  iMr.  Strong  has  had  his  home  in  Sandusky  since 
1893.  lie  is  a  director  in  the  Coshocton  National  Bank  of  Coshocton. 
Ohio,  of  which  he  was  also  one  of  the  organizers;  is  vice  president  of 
the  Bay  View  Foundry  Co.,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  is  interested  in  a 
nuinl>er  of  other  manufacturing  enterprises. 

On  September  21, 1865,  he  man-ied  Miss  Mary  Harper.  They  had  one 
son.  Harper  Lyman  Strong,  who  was  born  ]\Iay  8,  1880,  and  died  April 
9,  1881.  For  many  years  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Strong  lived  alone,  but  on  June 
2,  1909,  they  legally  adopted  William  Henry  Spencer,  a  son  of  ;\[r. 
Strong's  sister.  This  adopted  son  lias  since  borne  the  family  name  of 
Strong  and  is  now  one  of  Sandusky's  able  business  men  and  is  vice 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Motor  Company.  He  married  Miss 
Rena  La  Dow,  of  Plymouth,  Ohio,  and  they  have  two  children,  ]\Iary  and 
George  Henry. 

Edward  D.  Gibson.  A  man  of  sterling  character  and  ilistinctive 
business  ability,  Mr.  Gibson  marked  the  passing  years  with  worthy 
achievement,  and  was  one  of  the  representative  merchants  and  honored 
and  jnfluential  citizens  of  the  Village  of  Birmingham.  Florence  Town- 
ship, at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  here  occurred  on  the  31st  of  Jlarch. 
1905,  since  which  time  his  widow  has  successfully  continued  the  business 
which  he  here  established  and  developed. 

Mr.  Gibson  was  liorn  in  Rush  Township,  Lorain  County,  on  the  6tli 
r^f  July.  ^S^4.  aiiil  thus  liis  dratli  occurred  about  four  months  prior  to 
his  fifty-iitst  liiiihihiy  aiiiiivci'sary.  He  was  a  son  of  Dow  and  Mary 
(Johnson)  (iihsou.  natives  of  Ohio  and  representatives  of  well  known 
pioneer  families  of  this  state.  The  first  wife  of  Dow  Gibson  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Mary  Scott,  and  she  died  in  Lorain  County,  being 
survived  by  seven  children.  After  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mai'y  Johnson 
Dow  Gibson  was  for  some  time  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Cleveland,  later 
removed  with  his  family  to  the  State  of  ^Michigan,  where  he  remained 
several  years,  and  finally  he  established  his  home  in  the  little  village  of 
Ogontz,  Florence  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  his  wife  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years  and  where  he  lived  to  attain  to  the  venerable 
age  of  seventy-six  yeai's,  the  subject  of  this  memoir  haying  been  the 
eldest  of  their  three  children.  Dow  Gibson  became  well  known  in  this 
section  of  the  state  as  a  breeder  of  and  dealer  in  horses,  and  he  was  a 
citizen  whose  populai-ity  w^as  of  unequivocal  order,  his  political  snjiport 
havinu-  b(>en  given  to  the  democratic  party. 

Edward  D.  Gibson  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Erie  County  and  was 
afforded  the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  of  the  Village  of  Berlin 
Heights.  He  was  identified  with  agi'icnltural  pui-suits  and  other  lines 
of  business  enterprises  at  various  periods  of  his  earlier  independent 
career,  and  in  August,  1902,  he  established  himself  in  the  retail  hardware 
and  grocery  business  at  Birmingham,  his  wife  assisting  him  in  the  opera- 
tion and  management  of  the  store  thereafter  until  his  death,  since  which 
time  she  has  continued  the  enterprise  with  unqualified  success.  IMrs. 
Gibson  has  developed  admirable  business  acumen  and  executive  ability, 
and  gives  her  personal  supervision  to  all  details  of  the  large  and  sub- 
stantial Inisiness  of  wdiich  she  has  flic  supervision,  her  well  er|uipped 
establishment  having  a  frontage  of  twintv  six  fi'(>t  and  its  stock  in  all 
departments  being  kept  up  to  a  high  slamlafil,  so  that  the  service  always 
meets  the  requirements  and  demands  of  the  substantial  and  appreciative 
patronage.  She  is  a  woman  of  gracious  personality,  considerate  and 
kindlv  in  all  of  the  relations  of  life,  and  her  circle  of  friends  is  limited 
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only  by  that  of  her  acquaintances.  She  is  prominent  in  tlie  social  life 
of  the  eommnnity  and  her  attractive  home  is  known  for  its  generous 
hospitality. 

In  Monroe  County,  Michigan,  in  the  year  1876,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Gibson  to  Miss  Carrie  Billmire,  who  was  born  in  that 
county  on  the  16th  of  December,  1860,  and  who  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Carrie  Billmire,  who  wei-e  born 
and  reared  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  their  marriage  was 
solemnized,  and  who  became  pioneer  settlers  in  Monroe  County,  ilichigan, 
where  Mr.  Billmire  improved  a  fine  fann.  This  old  homestead  continued 
to  be  their  place  of  reside"nce  until  their  death,  the  mother  haTing  been 
sixty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise  and  the  father  having 
attained  to  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-one  years.  They  became  the 
parents  of  five  children,  and  of  the  three  now  living  Mrs.  Gibson  is  the 
only  one  residing  in  Ohio.  ilr.  Gibson  was  survived  by  one  child, 
Matilda  May,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1879,  and  the  maximum  bereave- 
ment in  the  lives  of  her  devoted  parents  was  when  she  was  called  to  the 
life  eternal,  on  the  29th  of  February,  1901.  She  was  a  young  woman 
of  fine  intellectuality  and  of  the  most  gentle  and  winning  personality, 
so  that  she  was  loved  by  all  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  her  influence. 
She  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  a  thorough  course  in  the  North- 
western Ohio  Nonnal  School  at  Ada,  Hardin  County,  and  during  the 
last  five  years  of  her  life  was  a  successful  and  poinilar  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  Village  of  Birmingham. 

James  S.  Hanson,  M.  D.  For  the  past  twenty-two  years  Dr.  James 
S.  Hanson  has  enjoyed  rank  with  the  most  capable  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  Erie  County.  His  home  during  this  time  has  been  in 
Sandusky,  and  he  came  to  this  city  with  a  splendid  equipment  and' 
training  for  the  profession  to  which  he  has  given  the  best  yeai-s  of 
his  life. 

A  native  of  Canada,  Dr.  James  S.  Hanson  was  bom  June  19,  1868, 
in  London,  a  son  of  Dr.  Henry  Hanson,  who  was  a  very  prominent 
physician  and  surgeon  of  London,  Canada.  Dr.  James  S.  was  educated 
in  the  Wesleyan  College  in  London.  Canada,  and  took  his  degree  in 
medicine  from  the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine  at  Detroit,  and  pui"sued 
post-graduate  studies  in  the  St.  Thomas  Hospital  in  London.  England. 

His  fir.st  two  years  in  practice  were  spent  in  London,  Canada,  and 
from  there,  in  1903,  he  moved  to  Sandusky,  where  he  has  since  built  up 
a  large  and  profitable  practice.  Doctor  Hanson  is  well  known  in  social 
as  well  as  in  professional  circles,  and  belongs  to  many  of  the  leading 
clubs  and  organizations.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  of  the  Pediatric  Society,  and  is  a  director  in  the  Columbus 
Mutual  Life  Tnsiiranee  Company.  His  church  is  the  Episcopal,  and  in 
politics  he  is  a  republican.  In  1906-08  Doctor  Hanson  was  interested  in 
a  circuit  of  theaters  known  as  the  Hanson  &  Albaugh  Circuit,  having 
nine  located  from  Youngstown  to  Tiffin,  Ohio. 

In  1904,  at  Sandusky.  Doctor  Hanson  manned  Miss  Bessie  Arnold. 
They  have  one  sou,  James  Stephen  Hanson,  born  January  13,  1912. 

WiLLTAM  DiELS.  For  many  years  a  well  known  business  man  in 
Sandusky,  "William  Diels  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  his  success  is  to  be 
credited  "entirely  to  his  own  industry  and  persistence. 

Born  February  20,  1868,  in  Germany,  he  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man,  locating  first  in  Huron  County,  Ohio.  For  three  years  he 
was  employed  as  a  common  farm  hand  and  then  worked  for  a  time  in 
Salem,  Ohio,  and  in  Cleveland,  and  then  became  clerk  with  the  Hartman 
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Maiiufaeturing  Company  of  Sandusky.  lie  remained  in  their  employ 
for  nine  years,  and  tlien  went  with  the  wholesale  liquor  establishment  of 
August  Gunther,  with  whom  he  remained  four  years.  He  continued 
in  the  same  line  of  business  for  Mr.  Zimmerman,  but  in  1901  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  and  retail  licpior  business  at  Sandusky  on  his  own 
account,  and  that  is  his  present  line. 

He  is  a  democrat  and  is  aftiliated  with  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 
JMr.  Diels  married  Miss  Martha  Ptiel,  born  August  28,  1869.  Their  two 
children  are  Anna,  born  December  2,  1891,  and  Laiira,  born  January  3, 
1894. 

II.VRLEY  B.  GiBBS.  Proiiiinrnl  in  business  and  tiiuuirial  circles  at 
Cleveland  for  many  years,  Ilarlcy  ]>.  (Hhbs,  whose  home  is  in  the  Village 
of  Milan,  is  related  to  many  of  the  iiaines  that  have  borne  a  useful  and 
iuHuential  share  in  the  devchipiin'nt  of  Northern  Ohio  for  nearly  a 
century. 

He  is  a  de.scendant  of  Giles  Gibbs,  who  came  to  America  from  England 
as  early  as  1645,  landing  at  Dorchester  Bay,  Massachusetts,  and  later 
becoming  an  early  settler  at  Windsor,  Connecticut.  Many  of  his  descend- 
ants were  identitied  with  Noi-walk,  Connecticut,  and  later  with  Norwalk, 
Oluo.  The  line  of  descent,  beginning  with  Giles,  is  continvied  through 
Samuel  I,  Samuel  II.  Samuel  HI.  Samuel  R.  IV,  Edward  H.  and  Ilarley 
I'..     Sainiiel  R.  Gibbs  marrid  Drlxirah  Ilauford.  who  was  also  of  a  New 

iMiLiland  family  for  gciii-ral ions  i-csich'ul   in  (' ici-iicut.     The  marriage 

(if  Samuel  R.  and  wife  took  place  in  Norwalk,  Couuccticut,  and  their 
sciii.  I'Mward  II.,  was  born  there  in  1812.  Only  a  few  years  later,  about 
isi.s.  III,,  laniily  came  out  to  Ohio.  Samuel  was  accompanied  by  his 
luulher  David  and  family,  and  they  made  the  journey  with  ox  and  horse 
•teams,  the  entire  distance  overland.  The  Erie  Canal  had  not  yet  been 
opened  and  the  rough  roads  and  trails  furnished  the  only  practicable 
means  of  coming  to  the  West  at  that  time.  The  families  camped  by  the 
wayside  as  night  overtook  them,  and  after  many  days  of  journeying 
settled  at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  where  a  great  many  jaeople  from  the  Connecti- 
cut locality  of  the  same  name  established  pioneer  homes.  Sauuiel  and 
David  took  up  a  section  of  land  in  that  vicinity,  and  part  of  that  ground 
is  now  occupied  by  the  Woodland  Cemetery  and  the  waterworks  of 
Norwalk.  As  pioneers  they  npeiKnl  homes  in  the  wilderness  and  gradu- 
ally extended  their  rarmiiiu  (i|).i  alions.  Samuel  had  conducted  a  mer- 
cantile business  back  in  Xdiwalk,  Connecticut.  He  and  his  wife  in  time 
acquired  n  beautiful  houie  at  Norwalk,  and  he  died  there  in  the  '50s,  and 
she  |.assc(l  away  in  1863,  when  eighty  years  of  age.  She  was  a  Methodist 
and  \(i  \  sirict  and  devout.  In  politics  he  was  a  whig.  Samuel  R.  and 
Dcliiiiah  tiiblis  had  three  sniis  :ni(l  eia'ht  danp'hters.  It  should  also  be 
mentioned  that  another  anceslnr  nf  Ilarley  I'..  Cibhs  \v;is  a  Major  Gibbs, 
who  served  on  the  stall  nf  Cmeral  \Vasliinei(ui  dui-ing  the  Revolution, 
anil  later  became  private  .secretary  to  rresident-  Washington. 

Edward  H.  Gibbs,  who  was  six  years  old  when  the  family  made  their 
journey  to  Ohio  in  1818,  grew  up  on  the  pioneer  farm  and  gained  such 
education  as  local  means  in  instiiiction  could  then  supply.  About  1S44 
he  established  his  home  at  Milan,  and,  associated  with  Mr.  Conistock. 
started  a  general  store  there.  The  firm  prospered  and  was  sul)sc>(|ueully 
reorganized  as  Gibbs  &  Graham.  During  the  financial  depression  wliich 
occurred  in  1857  the  firm  liquidated,  and  IMr.  Graham  afterwards  went 
south  and  became  a  colonel  in  the  Confederate  army.  Edward  H.  Gibbs 
subseciuently  transferred  his  Imsiuess  affairs  to  Norwalk,  and  died  tliere 
in  the  spring  of  1872.  He  was  a  man  of  alfairs.  and  well  known  in  tlie 
adjoining  counties. 
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He  was  luanied  iu  Xorwalk  to  Maria  Louise  Brownell.  She  was 
born  in  Ovid,  New  York,  in  1815.  She  was  rehited  to  the  well  known 
Connecticut  family  of  Brownell,  including  Bishop  Brownell  of  the 
Diocese  of  Connecticut.  Another  relative  was  Corporal  Brownell,  who 
wa.s  with  Colonel  Ellsworth's  command  in  the  capture  of  Alexandria, 
across  the  Potomac  from  Washington,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  is  distinguished  in  history  as  the  man  who  killed  the  hotel  proprietor 
Jackson  who  had  shot  Colonel  Ellsworth.  Maria  Louise  Gibbs  died  in 
1869  while  in  Chicago.  Her  parents  were  Pardon  and  Nancy  Purdy 
Brownell,  both  natives  of  Ovid,  New  York,  where  they  spent  their  lives. 
Mrs.  Edward  H.  Gibbs  w^as  active  iu  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Milan, 
and  her  husband  attended  the  same  congregation.  In  politics  he  was  a 
republican.  In  their  family  were  five  children :  Elizabeth,  who  died  in 
1912,  married  William  Lewis,  also  now  deceased,  and  her  son,  Fred  C 
is  now  married  and  lives  in  Chicago,  and  her  daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth, 
is  the  wife  of  Fred  W.  Harlow  of  Louisville,  Kentucky.  The  second 
child,  Edward  H.,  Jr.,  died  in  infancy,  and  the  third  was  also  named 
Edward  H.,  Jr.  He  died  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  1907;  he 
married  Helen  Stuart  of  Milan,  and  she  and  her  only  son,  Ralph,  now 
live  in  Pittsburgh.  The  next  in  age  is  Harley  B.  Piatt  P.,  the  youngest, 
is  a  music  publisher  in  Chicago,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Reid,  died  in  1915,  leaving  a  son,  Herbert  P..  who  is  now  married 
and  has  three  children. 

Harley  Brownell  Gibbs.  who  was  born  in  his  fatlier's  home  at  Milan. 
March  13,  1849,  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  local  public  schools 
and  had  a  brief  exptrirnr,-  ,is  rjerk  in  a  local  store  before  entering  the 
Bryant  &  Stratton  liusimss  (  oIKge  at  Chicago,  from  which  he  graduated. 
For  six  years  he  was  boukki-eiier  in  a  commission  house  at  Chicago,  and 
in  1871,  on  the  organization  of  the  King  Bridge  Company  of  Cleveland, 
he  went  to  that  city  as  .shipping  clerk  for  the  company.  Subsequently 
he  became  a  stockholder,  dii'cetor  niid  troasiii-er  in  the  company,  and  was 
actively  identified  with  tlmsc  ini. nsis  fm  forty  years.  In  1890,  asso- 
ciated with  a  number  of  ('l(\tliiii(l  Imsincss  men,  including  Zenas  King. 
Charles  A.  Otis,  Dan  P.  Eells,  John  .M.  Guiulry  and  others,  he  assisted 
in  organizing  the  Lake  Shore  Bank  of  that  city.  He  is  one  of  the  four 
directors  who  have  been  on  the  board  constantly  for  twenty-five  years, 
and  through  all  that  time  has  held  the  position  of  vice  president. 

;\lr.  Giblis  lives  six  months  of  the  year  at  Winter  Park,  Florida,  and 
the  other  six  months  of  the  year  at  his  home  on  Elm  Street  in  ililan. 

In  ilasonry  Jlr.  Gibbs  is  affiliated  with  all  the  important  bodies  of 
that  order  at  Cleveland,  including  Tyrian  Lodge  No.  307,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  148,  Cleveland  Council,  Oriental  Commandery 
of  the  Knights  Templar,  Lake  Erie  Consistory,  and  Al  Koran  Temple 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Union  Club,  the  Roadside 
Club  and  the  Euclid  Club  of  Cleveland,  the  New  England  Society  of 
Cleveland,  the  Firelands  Historical  Society  of  Norwalk.  Ohio,  and  the 
Ohio  Society  of  New  York  City. 

In  1878  Mr.  Gibbs  married  Miss  Emma  Johnson  of  Hudson,  Ohio. 
She  died  in  1894  at  the  age  of  forty-two.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Enoch 
Johnson,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Cleveland,  Akron  &  Columbus 
Railway  Company.     Mrs.  Gibbs  left  no  children. 

In  i912  Mr.  Gibbs  maiTied  ilrs.  Nellie  Standart  Hobbs.  Her  former 
husband,  Fred  Hobbs,  was  born  in  South  Berwick,  Maine,  in  1859,  and 
died  in  1908.  Mrs.  Gibbs  is  a  daughter  of  George  H.  and  a  grand- 
daughter of  Needham  M.  Standart.  Her  grandfather  was  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1797,  in  Massachusetts,  and  in  1818  came  to  Milan,  Ohio. 
Here  he  became  prominent  in  the  great  grain  industry  which  at  that 
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time  cfiitered  at  ililan,  and  it  is  said  tliat  in  the  higli  tide  of  the  hiisiness 
.Mihui  was  the  seeond  greatest  grain  market  in  the  world.  Needhani  .M. 
Standart  was  assoeiated  in  this  business  with  his  brothers-in-law,  Daniel 
and  Thomas  Hamilton.  This  firm  shipped  great  quantities  of  grain 
from  Milan.  In  1836  Mr.  Standart  went  to  Cleveland,  and  his  business 
operations  made  him  one  of  the  commercial  leaders  in  that  city.  For 
many  years  he  shipped  grain  under  the  firm  name  of  Whitman  & 
Standart,  and  his  firm  as  an  experiment  during  the  late  '30s  shipped  a 
full  schooner  load  of  wheat  liy  way  of  the  Welland  Canal  to  Liverpool. 
England.  This  was  a  new  venture  at  the  time,  though  there  is  no  record 
tliat  tlie  firm  followed  it  up.  Under  the  same  firm  name  they  also  did 
business  as  private  bankers  in  Cleveland  for  a  number  of  years.  Need- 
ham  M.  Stfindai't  died  December  4,  1877. 

Geori;v  IIiiii\  Standart,  father  of  Mrs.  Gibbs,  was  born  in  ]\Iilan. 
:\Iay  17.  ls-J!i.  and  died  in  the  State  of  Colorado  April  17,  1898.  In  1858 
lie  married  .Miss  ilyra  Allen.  She  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Ebenezer 
Allen,  a  cousin  of  Ethan  Allen,  whose  exploits  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  are  familiar  to  every  American  school  boy.  She  was  a  woman  of 
many  noble  and  beautiful  traits  and  qualities  of  character.  Her  death 
occurred  some  time  before  that  of  her  husband,  on  August  9,  1887,  at 
Cleveland.  Myra  Allen  was  born  January  28,  1831.  George  H.  Standart 
had  a  brother,   Capt.   William   Standart.   wlio   was   commander  of  the 

Standart  Battery  at  McMinnville,  Tei ssic.  and  made  a  gallant  i-ecord 

in  the  Civil  war.  Another  brother  was  .Iml^v  ( 'harles  W.  Standart,  who 
is  now  living  at  San  Antonio,  Texas.  .Mrs.  (iililis  liad  a  sister,  Lucy  A., 
who  married  Charles  S.  Wilgus,  who  was  bcnn  l-'iliniai>  I,  lS(;r,,  and  died 
suddenly  April  9,  1893.  Her  brother,  Hi'iir\  \.r,lh:ini  Stamhirt,  is  an 
exjiert  public  accountant  of  Cleveland,  is  uiaii'ied,  hut  has  no  children. 
.Mrs.  (iibbs  is  a  charter  member  of  Sally  De  Forest  Chapter  of  the 
Daugliters  of  the  American  Revolution  at  Norwalk.  Both  j\Ir.  and  llrs. 
Gibbs  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  C.ibbs  is  a 
republican. 

Edward  Ward.  For  nine  years  the  admini.stration  of  the  nnuiici- 
pality  of  Kelley's  Island  has  been  under  the  direction  of  Edward  Ward, 
mayor.  That  is  not  the  only  important  relation  Mr.  Ward  has  sus- 
tained to  tbe  life  and  affairs  of  that  distinctivr-  portion  of  Erie  County. 
He  is  related  with  one  of  the  very  railii  si  families  of  the  island,  and 
both  he  and  his  people  have  been  idnitiiicl  \\ith  the  industry  of  grape 
culture  on  the  island  ever  since  it  was  established  on  a  commercial 
scale. 

On  evei'y  side  can  be  pointed  out  important  improvements  made  in 
the  village  during  Mr.  Ward's  mayoralty.  The  streets  and  sidewalks 
have  come  in  for  much  of  the  attention  and  expenditure  under  the 
AVard  administration,  and  particular  pains  has  been  taken  to  keep  the 
stivifs  anil  tlio  village  clean  and  sanitary.  Mayor  Ward  was  the  one 
wild  iiiaiiLiurated  the  Custom  of  oiling  the  streets  and  keeping  up  the 
Iliads  as  standard  for  automobile  traffic.  Another  improvement  which 
has  been  much  appreciated  was  the  adding  of  a  comfort  station  to  tlie 
town  liall. 

Edward  Ward  was  born  on  Kelley's  Island,  a  son  of  Edmond  and 
Charlotte  (Titus)  Ward.  His  father  was  born  in  New  York  State 
and  canu!  to  Erie  County  in  1845,  locating  on  Kelley's  Island,  where 
he  rented  a  small  farm  from  the  Kelley  estate.  Charlotte  Titus,  who 
became  the  wife  of  EdiiKuid  Ward  after  his  arrival  on  the  island,  be- 
longed to  a   family  thai   was  ; )ng  the  very  earliest  permanent  inhab- 
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itants  of  Kelley's  Island.  After  his  marriage  Edinond  Ward  began  in 
a  small  way  to  be  interested  in  grape  culture,  and  in  1859  he  planted  a 
vineyard  to  which  he  devoted  his  best  energies  from  that  time  until  his 
death.  He  was  one  of  the  stockholders  in  the  Kelley's  Island  Vineyard 
Company.  In  early  life  he  was  a  whig  and  afterwards  a  republican. 
There  were  eight  children,  and  Edward  was  the  seventh  in  order  of 
birth. 

His  youth  and  early  manhood  were  spent  on  the  old  home  in  Kelley  's 
Island,  and  when  he  arrived  at  his  thirtieth  year  his  father  gave  him 
a  piece  of  land  in  his  own  name.  There  he  started  his  grape  growing, 
and  he  now  owns  a  profitable  vineyard  of  six  acres,  and  also  rents 
another  vineyard  of  similar  extent.  Mr.  Ward  is  a  practical  vine- 
yardist,  and  the  grapes  and  other  products  from  his  vineyard  have  for 
years  been  distributed  in  the  general  markets.  Mr.  Ward  resides  in  a 
beautiful  residence  fronting  the  lake  channel. 

He  is  also  a  director  in  the  Kelley's  Island  Dock  and  Steamboat 
Company.  For  a  good  many  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  active  leaders 
of  the  republican  party  on  Kelley's  Island  and  in  tlie  county  at  large. 
In  his  home  community  besides  his  woi'k  as  mayor  he  has  served  as 
street  commissioner  three  years;  chairman  of  the  school  board  three 
years;  for  four  years  held  the  postoffiee  on  the  island  under  Harrison's 
administration;  and  for  seven  years  was  in  the  custom  house  service 
as  collector  of  Kelley's  Island  ports.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles. 

On  November  21,  1887,  Mr.  Ward  married  Miss  Jennie  Duysing. 
Her  father  is  Adolph  Duysing.  They  have  one  son,  Stewart  A.,  born 
March  24,  1891. 

(iE(.)R(.iE  :\1.  ^IiiEiiLiiAUSEB.  Tile  tendency  to  shift  the  heaviest  busi- 
ness rrsjionsihilitics  iipdii  the  siKiiildci's  of  the  younger  generation  is  quite 
well  illustialiil  ill  Samliisky.  w  lien'  many  of  the  hardest  working  and 
most  siirccNsrul  liiisiiicss  men  aiv  hardly  yet  in  their  forties.  One  of 
these  is  George  M.  iluehlhauser,  who  though  only  a  little  past  thirty- 
five  have  been  more  or  less  closely  associated  with  "business  concerns  in 
Sandusky  for  twenty  years.  He  is  now  proprietor  of  one  of  the  largest 
garage  and  automobile  repair  and  accessories  establishments  in  the 
county. 

He  was  born  in  Sandusky,  ilarch  10,  1879,  a  son  of  C.  A.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Fettel)  Muehlhausei*.  His  father,  a  native  of  Germany,  came 
to  America  in  1876  alone.  He  was  married  in  Sandusky  several  years 
after  he  located  there.  He  was  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade,  and  worked 
for  one  company,  the  George  R.  Butler  &  Company,  for  twenty-two 
yeai-s.  He  had  all  the  thoroughness  of  the  typical  German,  and  was 
equally  expei't  in  many  of  the  mcst  difficult  departments  of  cabinet 
making.  Later  he  was  associated  ^\^th  the  Sandusky  Furniture  Com- 
pany five  years,  and  in  1898  he  organized  the  Sandusky  Fixture  Com- 
pany, and  remained  with  that  concern  for  three  years.  After  the  biisi- 
ness  was  sold  he  organized  lln-  Swi'ssintii'i-  Maiiiifaitm'iiiL!  < 'ompany  and 
became  its  superintendent,  an  iil'licc  he  lillid  Wn  \\\r  years.  Since  then 
he  has  had  his  home  in  Cli'vrlaiid.  ami  is  now  siiiHrniicmlcnt  of  a  large 
Cleveland  furniture  house. 

George  M.  jMuehlhauser,  who  was  llu'  older  of  a  family  of  two 
children,  received  his  early  education  in  tlie  i)ublic  schools  of  Sandusky. 
Quite  early  in  life  he  started  repiilai-  rm|ili)yment  under  his  father  in 
the  furniture  business.  After  six  nidiitlis  tlu-re  he  was  connected  with 
the  old  Sandusky  Furniture  Comiiany  until   1896,  aud  then  spent  a 
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yiar  \\itli  the  A.  B.  Conradi  &  Caswell  Company.  This  firm  failed  iu 
ImsiiicKS,  and  the  concern  was  then  carried  on  hy  Mr.  Caswell  for  h 
short  time,  and  young  Muehlhanser  was  in  the  service  of  ]\Ir.  Caswell 
up  to  1899.  In  that  year  the  new  firm  of  Franz  &  Hines,  organizers  of 
the  Sandusky  Automobile  Co.,  came  into  existence,  and  Mr.  iliiehlhauser 
became  foreman,  an  office  he  held  until  1905. 

In  that  year  he  organized  the  Dunbar  Jlanufaeturing  Company  and 
in  1906  became  its  superintendent,  remaining  in  that  capacity  until  190S. 
In  that  year  Mr.  Muehlhauser  organized  the  Ogontz  Garage,  of  whicli 
he  has  since  become  sole  proprietor.  This  is  a  large  garage,  furnishing 
a  very  reliable  service  for  Sandusky  and  environs.  In  connection  there 
is  conducted  a  lai'ge  repair  shop,  with  ample  storage  room  and  sales 
rooms.  Mr.  Muehlhauser  handles  tlie  local  agency  for  the  Cadillac 
and  Reo  cars. 

In  politics  he  is  independent,  and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  p]lks.  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters  and  United  Commercial  Travelers. 
Sanilnsky  Council.  On  June  25,  1900,  he  married  Jliss  Susan  Eckler  of 
Sandusky.  To  their  marriage  were  born  four  children :  August  C, 
Mildred,  Junior  Cleorge  and  Wesley. 

John  E.  Stang.  In  his  rise  fi'oin  the  i)Osition  of  day  laborer  to  that 
of  directing  head  of  one  of  the  hirucst  industries  of  its  kind  in  the  state; 
from  modest  circumstances  and  (ilisiMirit\-  to  financial  independence  and 
prominence,  and  from  the  grind  of  tlaily  manual  toil  to  a  position  wliere 
his  tastes  may  be  gratified  in  participation  in  congenial  occujiations, 
John  E.  Stang  has  exemplified  the  value  of  the  homely  virtues  of 
industry,  perseverance  and  honorable  dealing.  He  started  his  career 
with  but  few  advantages;  no  fortuitous  circumstances  aided  him  in  his 
struggle  for  the  attainment  of  position ;  but  hard,  continued  and  unabat- 
ing  work  ln-oiisihl  its  reward,  and  as  vice  president  and  general  managei- 
of  the  Cl(\tliiii(l  S;indusky  Brewing  Company,  of  Sandusky,  ^Ir.  Stang 
has  an  assiiied  ])iisi1ion  among  business  men  of  this  part  of  Northern 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Stang  was  -liorn  Decemlier  10,  1860,  in  Monroeville,  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  A.  and  Lena  (Hannen)  Stang.  His 
father  was  born  in  Germany  and  was  brought  to  America  hy  his  parents 
when  a  mere  lad,  the  family  'locating  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  about 
eighty  years  ago.  Tliere  Peter  A.  Stang  was  reared  and  educated  and 
adoptee!  the  vocation  of  farming,  continuing  to  be  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural operations  during  the  remaining  years  of  his  active  life.  In 
connection  with  this  occupation,  in  his  early  years  lie  followed  the 
blacksmith  trade,  but  as  his  farming  interests  grew  he  gradually  gave 
uji  Ihc  trade.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  his  community.  In  the  family  there  were  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  survive. 

John  E.  Stang  was  educated  in  the  parochial  and  district  schools 
of  Huron  County  and  at  Saint  .Alary 's  Institute,  Dayton.  Ohio.  After 
completing  his  course  at  the  latter  institution,  he  returned  to  the  home 
farm,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  and  then,  with  his  brother,  Frank 
Stang,  came  to  Sandusky  and  embarked  in  the  brewing  business.  At 
the  start  he  did  the  work  of  a  day  laborer,  but  subse(|uently  was 
advanced  to  the  position  of  traveling  salesman  for  the  concern,  which 
was  operated  under  the  name  of  the  Stang  Brewing  Company.  He 
continued  to  act  in  this  capacity  for  twenty-seven  years,  during  whii,'h 
time  he  formed  a  wide  ac(|uaiiitance  among  business  men  all  over  the 
state,  and  in  1890,  when  his  brother  withdrew  from  the  concern,  John 
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E.  Stang  was  elected  president.  The  business  under  his  management 
grew  and  developed  to  important  proportions,  and  in  1896  was  con- 
solidated with  tile  Kuebler  Brewing  ('oiiipanv,  then  assuming  the  name 
(.r  Ihr  KncM.T  .*^;  Si.inu'  llivwiim-  Cunpiiin.  nf  wliidi   Mr.  St;mu  \u;-,m\r 

Vir,.    pivsi,|,.llt.       Tun    Nr;,rs    l,-|1,r   1|.,.    husilirss    u.'ls   s,,M    t..    111.'    Clrvrland- 

and  manager  of  the  new  coneei'u,  and  of  the  brewery  operated  at  Cleve- 
land. This  company  now  controls  and  operates  fifteen  branches,  all  of 
which  are  under  the  general  managenu'nt  of  'Sir.  Rtang.  It  is  one  of 
the  largest  ami  most  iiiipnrt.iiil  indnstri.'s  nf  ils  kind  in  the  state  and 
much  of  its  siiiM-rss  iiinsi  lie  attriliiili'd  id  ilir  r(nvsi..:lit,  energy,  acumen 
and  business  ('\])i'i'icncc  of  iis  \icr  iirrsidmt  ami  manager. 

During  the  thirty-seven  years  of  his  residence  at  Sandusky. 
Mr.  Stang  has  been  an  important  factor  in  many  activities  outside  of 
the  immediate  field  of  his  business.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  I'ldlrctive  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  is 
dr(i(|.(ll\  popular  with  the  members  of  the.se  fraternities.  Always  an 
unswerxing  democrat,  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  state  senator 
about  ten  years  ago,  but  the  issue  of  the  three-cent  railroad  fare  operated 
against  him  and  he  was  defeated  by  a  small  vote.  During  the  ten  years 
that  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Sandu.sky  City  Council  he  was 
in.strumental  in  securing  the  passage  of  a  number  of  ordinances  whicli 
have  aided  the  city  in  its  development,  and  at  all  times  he  has  been  an 
ardent  and  generous  supporter  of  worthy  and  beneficial  movements. 
A  number  of  leading  business  enterprises  owe  their  existence  to  his 
abilities  and  efforts.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Sandusky 
and  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Oak  Harbor,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Stang  was  married  in  1873  at  Sandu.sky,  to  Miss  ]\Iary  Wester- 
hold,  and  of  the  seven  children  born  to  this  union  four  are  now  living: 
Charles  J.,  Florence.  Roland  and  Arnold. 

John  \V.  Holl.vnd.  One  of  the  oldest  of  the  old-timers  of  Sandusky 
is  John  ^V.  Holland.  His  career  has  been  stretched  out  to  a  magnificent 
length,  and  his  exi>iii:'iins  mxer  the  various  activities  and  life  of 
Sandusky  since  the  y\-y  rarl>   limes. 

He  was  born  Octolicr  1.").  1  >'J4,  in  ilontreal,  Canada,  and  in  1832 
came  to  the  United  States  w  ith  his  parents.  His  father,  also  named  John 
Wesley  Hollaml.  wlm  inai-ried  Mary  Kent,  was  born  in  Ireland,  emi- 
grated from  there  to  ( 'anada,  and  on  coming  to  the  United  States  located 
in  Sandusky.  Sandusky  in  1832  was  a  very  small  village.  A^arions  de- 
scriptions of  the  town  as  it  was  about  that  time  have  been  reproduced 
in  the  first  pages  of  this  publication.  The  Holland  family  came  to  San- 
dusky down  the  lake  on  boat  from  Buffalo,  and  John  W.  Holland  often 
told  his  friends  and  members  of  the  family  that  they  did  not  stop  at 
Cleveland  because  the  prospects  of  acrpiiring  a  fortune  in  a  rapidly 
developing  town  did  not  api«'ai-  as  fiattcring  there  as  at  Sandusky.  Mr. 
Holland's  father  was  a  carpintcr  li.\  trade  and  he  followed  that  vocation 
until  his  death  in  1852.  Thcic  wetv  seven  children  in  the  family,  five 
girls  and  two  boys. 

John  W.  Holland  is  the  onl>-  one  now  surviving.  He  had  a  very 
limited  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  acquired  most  of  his  learn- 
ing by  practical  experience.  When  a  boy  he  left  Ms  own  home  to  live 
with  a  brother-in-law,  who  taught  him  the  trade  of  painter,  and  he 
continued  to  work  under  this  relative  for  seven  years.  Having  com- 
pleted his  appr.Milii'.sliip  he  was  then  offered  work  as  a  .ionrneyman, 
but  he  stradfasti}  (l.rliii(.<l  any  such  proposition,  and  never  throughout 
his  cari'ei-  cxivpt  while  serving  his  apprenticeship  did  he  work  for  others. 
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Tliat  iiidependeut  spirit  was  the  doininaiit  characteristic  of  his  active 
career.  As  a  paiuter  and  decorator  he  continued  in  active  business  at 
Sandusky  until  about  seventeen  years  ago,  when  he  retired. 

His  interests  in  the  meantime  had  extended  to  various  other  affairs 
ill  Erie  County.  During  the  '50s  he  was  engaged  for  two  yeai-s  in  the 
tish  Inisiniss  in  partnei-sliip  with  a  Mr.  Bear  under  the  firm  name  of 
Holland  &  Bear.  In  1866  he  bought  a  vineyard  and  gave  his  attention 
for  four  years  to  the  growing  of  grapes  at  Put-In-Bay.  Fifty  years 
ago  grapes  brought  eight  cents  a  pound,  while  they  now  sell  for  only 
two  cents  a  pound.  Grape  culture  was  profitable  under  such  condi- 
tions, and  Mr.  Holland  acquired  considerable  revenue  from  his  brief 
experience  in  that  industry.  One  success  led  to  another  with  him,  and 
his  friends  say  that  he  never  turned  his  attention  to  anything  without 
making  a  success  of  it.  Many  years  ago  he  accumulated  sufficient  prop- 
erty for  all  the  needs  of  himself  and  family,  and  has  long  been  in 
independent  cireuuLstances. 

In  early  life  he  was  a  whig  voter,  and  then  joined  the  republican 
party,  and  has  been  one  of  its  stanchest  adherents.  However,  politics  has 
never  been  a  personal  interest  with  him,  and  he  has  used  his  influence 
only  on  behalf  of  good  government  and  for  the  election  of  his  friends. 
For  three  years  he  held  the  office  of  city  assessor  in  Sandusky,  and  this 
was  tlie  only  official  honor  he  ever  would  acceiit.  His  church  member- 
ship has  l)('en  with  the  Congregational  denomination,  and  he  contributed 
lilifi-aliy  fo  all  its  working  departments. 

^Ir.  Holland  was  twice  married.  In  1849  he  married  Eliza  Gustin. 
She  died  leaving  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  except 
Jay  K.  Holland,  who  lives  in  Sandusky,  Ohio.  In  1860  he  married 
Miss  Susan  Ainslie  of  Sandusky.  To  this  union  were  born  four  children, 
and  the  three  now  living  are  Harry,  IMary  and  Mallei.  Mabel  has  been 
a  successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland  for  a  numlier 
of  years. 

Paul  ]\1illek.  A  Sandusky  business  man  whose  generous  |n-osperity 
and  success  had  very  iiicauci-  lieginnings,  Paul  Miller  first  became  identi- 
fied with  Erie  Couiiiy  mon'  than  forty  years  ago  in  mercantile  lines. 
His  name  is  widely  Isiuiwii  liuth  in  a  business  ea]3acity  and  for  his  active 
[larticipatioii  in  |)ulilic  affairs. 

His  liiilli  iiciurred  April  8,  1853,  near  the  famous  Bingen-on-the- 
IJhiiie  ill  ( idiiiaiiy.  When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  came  alone  to  America. 
That  was  in  1868.  His  first  location  was  at  Columbia  City,  Indiana, 
whei'e  he  was  employed  in  a  dry  goods  store,  working  hard  and  long 
hours  for  $5  a  month  and  board.  He  kept  at  that  one  year,  and  then 
took  suceessi\r  positions  as  a  im'ssin^-i-,  bell  boy  and  porter  in  the 
Avalon  Housr  a1  Kdrt  \\ii>  n-.  Iihii;iii,i.  and  he  was  paid  for  these 
.services  resiHrii\rl\  waizvs  of  .-fN,  .-sl.i  aiul  .>')!)  per  montli.  From  hotel 
work  he  got  into  tlie  railroati  service,  learned  telegrapliy  at  Warsaw, 
Indiana,  and  soon  had  to  give  up  the  confining  duties  owing  to  ill  health. 
For  a  short  time  he  was  brakeman  on  the  Pittsl)urgh.  Ft.  Wayne  & 
Chicago  Railroad,  and  then  entered  a  dry  goods  store  in  Warsaw,  and 
from  there  came  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  in  November,  1873.  His  first 
work  here  was  as  manager  of  a  wholesale  flour  and  feed  establishment, 
and  he  continiied  that  business  for  six  years.  He  was  then  in  the  same 
line  of  business  for  four  yeai-s  on  his  own  account.  After  .selling  out. 
lie  went  back  to  Europe,  remained  there  visiting  old  scenes  and  friends 
an<l  relatives,  and  on  returning  in  1884  established  his  home  permanently 
in  Sandusky.  In  January,  1888,  i\lr.  Miller  became  teller  for  the  Third 
National  i^aiik  of  Sandusky.     He  renuiined  with  that  institution  a  year 
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and  a  half,  and  in  1889  was  appointed  administrator  of  tlie  G.  Icman 
Estate.  After  settling  its  affairs  he  became  associated  with  the  Johnson 
&  jMiller  Manufacturing  Company,  and  remained  as  manager,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  company  for  ten  years.  Since  leaving  that  concern 
he  has  been  practically  retired  from  business,  though  he  is  as  active  as 
ever  in  a  public  capacity. 

His  name  has  at  different  times  been  closely  associated  with  several 
important  business  enterprises  in  Sandusky.  He  has  shown  a  great  deal 
of  civic  pride  in  the  city  which  has  been  his  home  for  more  than  forty 
years,  and  from  1884  to  1885  he  was  a  member  of  the  city  council,  was 
again  elected  and  served  in  the  same  office  from  1892  to  1898,  making 
seven  years  in  all,  and  four  years  as  president.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Sandusky  Board  of  Equalization  in  1890  and  1900,  a  member  of  the 
City  Board  of  Equalization  for  three  years,  and  in  1906  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  City  Board  of  Review,  a  commission  he  held  for  eight 
years.  In  December,  1913,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Cox  as  district 
assessor,  an  f)ffice  from  which  he  resigned  in  order  to  devote  himself  to 
other  duties. 

jMr.  jMiller  is  a  stanch  democrat  and  for  many  years  has  been  active 
in  the  interest  of  his  party  and  a  delegate  to  numerous  district,  county 
and  state  conventions.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  is 
affiliated  with  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  the  Knights  of 
Columbus.  He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  old  Sandusky  Light 
Guards,  the  predecessors  of  the  present  Company  B,  Sixth  Regiment, 
Ohio  National  Guard,  and  in  the  former  body  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  by  Governor  Bishop. 

On  August  1,  1876,  when  still  a  struggling  young  business  man,  Mr. 
Miller  was  married  in  Sandusky  to  Miss  Josephine  Krupp,  a  daughter 
of  John  Krupp.  To  their  marriage  were  born  eleven  children,  and  the 
six  now  living  are:  John  W.,  Mary  S.,  Catherina,  Paul  E.,  Louisa  and 
Ida.  John  W.,  a  civil  engineer,  married  Elizabeth  Gawn  and  has  two 
children,  John  Paul  and  Mona  G.    Ida  married  Walter  H.  Appell. 

John  Kerber.  There  are  certain  commodities  which  are  indispens- 
able to  the  comforts  and  health  of  modern  people.  One  of  these  is  ice. 
The  ice  service  is  a  large  and  important  business  in  any  up-to-date 
community.  One  of  the  veterans  of  the  ice  trade  in  Sandusky  is  John 
Kerber,  now  president  of  the  Consumers  Ice  Company,  one  of  the  most 
perfect  organizations  along  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  handling 
this  iuvakiable  commodity. 

Mr.  Kerber  was  born  February  8,  1865,  in  Sandusky,  and  is  a  son 
of  Vincent  Kerber.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  and  in  Sanilusky  linsinrss  College.  Immediately 
on  leaving  school  he  entered  the  Iit  Inisim  ss,  since  his  father,  Vincent 
Kerber,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  Huit  industry.  The  firm  soon  took 
the  name  of  Vincent  Kerber  &  Son,  this  son  being  Frank  Kerber.  John 
Kerber  continued  this  connection  until  1892,  after  which  he  was  for  one 
year  with  the  Wagner  Lake  Ice  Company,  then  for  two  years  employed 
by  Alex  Motrv,  and  for  five  years  with  Leser  and  DeWitt. 

Finally  Mr.  Kerber  became  treasurer  of  the  Kerber  Lake  lee  Com- 
pany, but  after  two  years,  in  1901,  he  organized  the  Consumers  Ice 
Company.  This  business  was  incorporated  during  the  same  year,  and 
he  was  made  its  first  president  and  general  manager,  a  responsibility 
which  he  still  carries  on  his  very  capable  shouldei-s. 

PVaternally  Mr.  Kerber  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Fraternal"  Order  of  Eagles,  and  in  politics  is  a  republican.  He  is 
the  father  of  a  very  delightful  family  and  has  one  of  the  attractive 
homes  of  Sandusky.     On  March  21,   1889,  in  this  county  he  married 
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Miss  Christina  Knaiier.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  them :  Anna, 
born  December  31,  1890;  William,  born  October  1,  1893;  Lawrence, 
born  September  2,  1895;  and  Norma,  born  December  17,  1898.  The  son 
William  was  for  tw..  yiai-s  ;i  sliidciil  in  Kcnyon  College.  Lawrence  is 
now  a  student  in  tli.-  Iiiivcrsiiy  (it  .Midiiizaii  at  Ann  Arbor.  The  daugh- 
ter. Norma,  is  in  tlic  hi^ili  si-IkkjI  a1   Sandusky. 

Fr.\nk  R.  Montgomery.  For  more  than  forty-five  years  the  name 
Montgomery  has  been  closely  associat<'d  with  the  industrial  life  of 
Sandusky.  Frank  R.  Montgomery  is  one  of  that  city's  leading 
merchants,  and  is  widely  known  for  liis  varied  interests  and  public 
spiritctl  citizenship. 

Born  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  September  7,  1855,  he  is  a  son  of  Joseph 
A.  and  Columbia  (Jones)  ]\Iontgomery.  His  father  because  of  his  long 
residence  at  Sandusky  deserves  special  mention  in  this  publication. 

Joseph  A.  ;\Ionl<;(iiiiiMy  was  I)orn  at  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  April 
1,  1820.  When  t\\  iiiiy  iIik  r  years  of  age  he  took  up  his.  residence  in 
the  City  of  Boston  anii  ,nL'aucd  in  business  there.  Boston  was  his  home 
for  four  yeai-s  and  when  lie  left  there  in  1847  he  came  out  to  Columbus, 
Ohio,  anci  took  a  position  with  the  Ohio  Tool  Company.  He  was  one  of 
that  corporation's  most  capable  workers  and  managers  fi-om  1847  to 
1861.  He  then  resigned  in  order  to  enter  the  business  of  manufacturing 
ax  handles.  About  the  time  the  Sandufsky  Tool  Company  was  organized 
in  1869  he  came  to  Sandusky  to  take  the  position  of  superintendent, 
and  he  remained  as  the  executive  mana^i-r  of  that  large  local  industry 
for  a  period  of  thii'ty  years.  He  was  thr  in\cii1(ir  of  many  labor  saving 
machines  now  in  u.se  in  the  plane  depaitniciit  nf  the  tool  company.  He 
also  invented  other  wood  working  machines,  some  of  wliich  have 
materially  expedited  the  turning  out  of  many  articles  manufactured 
of  wood.  Joseph  A.  Jlontgomery  was  for  many  years  aflilialcd  with  the 
Excelsior  Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Columbus. 

One  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  and  the  youngest  son  living, 
Frank  R.  ]\lontgomery  was  reared  and  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  at  Columbus  and  Sandusky.  For  several  years  he  was 
with  his  father  in  the  tool  company,  and  he  then  went  to  Elgin,  Illinois, 
and  was  with  the  Elgin  Watch  Company,  remaining  with  that  great 
industry  for  twenty  years.  He  was  one  of  the  most  skilled  and  trusted 
workmen  and  he  passed  through  all  branches  of  the  company's  service, 
filling  many  of  the  most  important  responsibilities.  He  was  also 
employed  in  the  watch  factories  at  Hamilton  and  Canton,  Ohio.  Return- 
ing to  Sandusky  he  opened  an  establishment  of  his  own  in  the  jewelry 
business,  and  as  a  jeweler  Mr.  ^Montgomei-y  is  now  best  known  and  his 
shop  is  one  nf  the  best  equipped  in  this  line. 

I'di-  iiiaii.x  ,\t  ars  Mr.  IMontgomery  has  taken  much  interest  and  part 
in  inusical  atl'airs,  and  for  a  period  of  forty-five  years  he  has  been 
idenlilied  with  the  Sandusky  Cornet  Band.  He  plays  on  various  instrn- 
nu'nts  and  as  a  snare  drummer  has  few  equals  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  He 
is  idciititied  with  the  various  branches  of  the  Masonic  Order,  including 
the  thirty-second  degree  of  Scottish  Rite,  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles,  the  Loval  Order  of  Moose.  He  has  membership  in  the  San- 
dusky Ad  Club,  "the  Sandusk\-  Federated  ( 'ommercial  Club,  and  in 
politics  is  independent.  On  January  7.  1S96.  at  Dixon.  Illinois,  he 
married  Miss  Alice  Hetler. 

RoswELL  S.  Tucker,  local  representative  of  the  Ohio  Inspection 
Bureau,  came  to  Sandu.sky  from  Chicago  in  November,  1906.    Born  near 

Boston,  ^lassachusetts.  of  Puritan   ancestors,  he  received  his  inlucation 
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and  early  training  in  that  city.  He  was  first  engaged  by  a  firm  of 
industrial  engineers  in  Boston,  and  later  in  the  engineering  department 
of  both  the  General  Eleetrie  and  Western  Eleetrie  Co.,  of  Chicago. 
Prom  the  latter  he  went  with  the  Chicago  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters. 
He  has  been  engaged  with  the  fire  underwriters  for  the  past  fifteen  years. 
Mr.  Tucker  is  a  lover  of  outdoor  sports,  and  has  been  ai'tivcly  idi-ntified 
with  yachting  for  many  years.  He  was  seci-etary  of  the  Sandusky  Yacht 
Club  for  several  years.  j\lr.  Tucker  is  a  member  of  Pcis.vciain'c  l>odge 
No.  329,  A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  at  Sandusky,  and  is  vice  presidcn!  df  the  .Masonic 
Research  Society. 

AUGU.ST  H.  Klotz,  One  of  the  most  important  of  the  local  industries 
of  which  the  people  of  Sandusky  are  particularly  proud  is  the  Klotz 
Machine  Company,  machinists  and  founders,  conducting  a  general 
jobbing  and  repair  work  and  handling  all  classes  of  su]iplies.  This 
company  under  its  present  name  and  thrnush  its  |in'ilccrss(irs  has  been 
a  thriving  industry  of  Sandusky  Ini-  practically  kail'  a  ciiiiiii-y  or  more. 
Its  product  has  the  recognized  standard  of  exccUeiicc,  and  is  distributed 
and  used  over  practically  the  entire  country.  The  company  manufac- 
tures handle  machinery,  wine  presses,  grape  grinders,  grape  stennners, 
pumps  of  dififerent  kinds,  architectural  and  a  varied  line  of  iron  and 
brass  ca.stings,  special  macliinery  and  jobbing  work. 

Now  the  acti\c  luad  (if  this  company,  August  IT.  Klotz  was  born 
November  1,  lS(i:i,  in  Sandusky,  a  son  of  the  founder  of  the  business,  0. 
Aumist  KIdtz  and  his  wife,  Sophia  CMiller)  Klotz.  His  father  was  born 
in  Saxony  and  his  mother  in  Baden,  Germany.  They  came  to  America  in 
isr>l,  locating  in  Sandusky,  where  the  father  for  three  years  followed 
his  trade  as  lilaeksnuth,  a  vocation  he  had  acquired  in  the  thorough 
manner  customary  to  ap)n'entices  in  the  old  country.  At  the  end  of 
three  years  he  associated  himself  with  Otto  Kromer.  under  the  firm 
name  of  Klotz  &  Kromer,  machinists.  They  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
business  as  at  present  conducted  under  the  name  Klotz  Machine  Com- 
pany. The  father  finally  retired  for  a  .short  time,  but  at  the  solicitation 
of  his  friends  a  new  company  was  organized  as  the  Klotz  &  Kromer 
Macliini'  Ciiinpany,  and  this  was  continued  until  Aiigust  H.  Klotz  l)ought 
the  business  in  1900  and  has  since  conducted  it  as  the  Klotz  ^laehine 
Company.    , 

August  II.  Klotz  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Sandusky  and  is  a  man  of  thoroughly  technical  experience  and  train- 
iii"'.  Iiesides  possessing  a  thorough  general  Imsini'ss  capacily.  lie  received 
his  teckincal  training  in  the  Rose  relitccknic  Inslitnte  at  Teriv  Haute, 
Indiana,  and  on  leaving  that  school  ln'canie  consiiltiiic-  (iioineei'  for 
two  years,  and  after  six  years  of  oflice  work  bouglit  the  business  with 
which  his  father  had  so  long  been  identified. 

In  politics  he  maintains  an  independent  attitude.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Sandusky  Yacht  Club,  the  Sunyendeaud  Club,  the  Federated 
Commercial  Clul)  of  Sandusky,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee,  and  in  ilasonry 
he  has  gone  through  the  thirty-two  degrees  of  Scottish  Rite  and  also 
belongs  to  the  ^Ivstic  Shrine.  On  February  (i.  1902,  he  mai'ried  Miss 
Barbara  B.  Ilg. 

George  Charles  Steinemann.  To  a  large  and  increasing  general 
public  in  Erie  County  George  C.  Steinemann  is  known  as  a  lawyer  of 
undoubted  ability  and  with  many  successes  to  his  credit.  He  has  prac- 
ticed in  the  Cit.y  of  Sandusky  long  enough  to  become  securely  established 
in  his  profession,  has  ac(|uired  many  influential  connections,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  popular  of  the  younger  citizens. 

A  native  of  Auglaize  County,  he  was  born  'Slay  8,  1877,  in  ^Minster, 
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a  son  of  Theodore  B.  and  Maria  Elisabeth  (Wendeln)  Steinemann. 
Both  parents  were  born  and  have  always  lived  in  Auglaize  County, 
Ohio,  where  they  still  reside,  the  father  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
and  the  mother  at  seventy-three.  Both  the  father  and  paternal  grand- 
father were  merchants.  The  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prom- 
inent in  Auglaize  County. 

The  sixth  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  George  Charles  Steinemann 
as  a  boy  attended  the  public  schools  of  Minster,  took  his  higher  literary 
studies  in  St.  Jlary's  Institute  at  Dayton,  and  finally  entered  the  law 
department  of  the  Ohio  Slatf  I'liivn-sity,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1902  and  adiiiiilcd  Id  llic  ()lii<i  bar;  he  remained 'for  a  time 
at  Columbus  engaged  in  i)()si-oi'aihiat('  siudy.  and  then  became  associated 
with  the  law  firm  of  King  &  Guevin  at  Sandusky.  A  year  later  he  left 
Ohio  and  spent  a  short  time  iu  the  State  of  Oregon,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  v;oi'k  of  his  profession,  and  then  returned  to  Sandusky  and 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Williams  t^  Kainsry.  lii  1!)(KS  Ik-  estab- 
lished himself  as  a  junior  member  of  AVilliams  ^:  Siciiitniaiiii.  a  partner- 
ship which  was  dissolved  when  Mr.  Williams  was  clcrlcd  lo  tin-  liench  in 
1914.  Since  January,  1915,  Mr.  Steinemann  has  eoudueted  an  individual 
practice. 

While  he  has  done  much  civic  work  in  the  interest  of  his  home 
localily.  il  lias  linii  lar'.ivlv  williiii  tlic  line  of  his  own  profession.  He 
was  I'lrrtrd  s, ,1  ir i  1 , ,>•  uf  tlir  mlv  Mihl  served  from  1910  to  1914.  In  1913 
he  was  cliM'lrd  a  mcmliiT  ami  bccaiin'  the  president  of  the  commission 
to  draft  a  nnuiiciind  eliarter  tni-  Sandusky,  which  was  subsequently 
approved  by  the  electors  and  aduiiliil  as  ilii.  new  form  of  government 
for  the  city,  effective  from  and  allir  .laiiiiaiy  1,  1916.  Mr.  Steinemann 
is  a  democrat  in  politics,  is  a  memlii  r  of  liif  l^'i'dcratcd  (^ommcn-ial  Club 
of  Sandusky,  the  Sunyendeand  Cliili,  the  Sandusky  (iolf  Club,  of  which 
he  is  president,  a  member  of  Alpha  Tau  ()ine,ua  Iratcrnity,  and  is  a 
man  of  the  highest  standing  in  all  social  circles. 

On  January  15,  1913,  at  Sandusky  he  married  Miss  Florence  M. 
Cable,  a  daughter  of  Frank  L.  and  Ida  (Schwind)  Cable.  Mrs.  Steine- 
mann is  a  gi-aduate  of  the  Mount  Notre  Dame  College  at  Cincinnati  and 
the  Notre  Dame  College  of  a  San  Diego,  California.  To  their  union  have 
been  born  two  children:    George  C,  Ji'.,  and  IMaria  Elisabeth. 

William  H.  Gilciier.  For  more  than  half  a  century  the  name  of 
William  IT.  Gilcher  has  been  synonymous  with  the  lumber  industry 
around  the  shores  of  the  Great  Lakes.  William  H.  Gililui-,  who  is  now 
retired  and  one  of  the  best  esteemed  of  Sandusky's  older  business  leaders, 
was  for  many  years  active  head  of  one  of  the  prim-ipal  lumber  firms 
operating  on  the  southern  shores  of  Lake  Erie.    By  reasdu  <>(  his  success 

in  business  he  has  been  in  a  position  to  exert  a  large  iiilhn' in  local 

affairs,  and  that  he  used  full  well  all  the  advantages  aeedided  bim  in 
this  direction  is  the  testimony  of  his  old  associates  and  li  lends,  lie  has 
bad  a  career  of  forceful  activity,  and  it  would  be  a  siimus  omission  not 
lo  inelude  some  sketch  of  his  career  in  this  history  of  Lrie  ('(niuty. 

or  solid  German  ancestry,  he  was  born  in  Sandusky,  .July  2.  1843, 
a  son  of  Peter  and  Christina  B.  (Boos)  Gilcher.  Peter  Gilcher  came 
from  Germany  in  3832  and  was  first  known  to  the  community  of 
Sandusky  as  a  carpenter.  From  that  he  entered  the  lumber  business, 
and  through  his  own  enterprise  and  that  of  his  son  the  name  has  been 
identified  with  that  branch  of  industry'  perhaps  as  long  as  any  other  in 
Sandusky.  Peter  Gilcher  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Sandusky's  water- 
works system,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  the  water- 
works. He  helped  establish  the  Third  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
vice   in-esideii1    from   the   time   of   organization.      The   church    which   he 
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attended  so  long-  and  faitlifully  has  often  been  called  the  Peter  Gileher 
church  because  of  his  active  influence  in  its  atfairs.  He  was  one  of  the 
striking  figures  in  Sandusky's  early  industrial,  civic  and  social  affairs. 
He  passed  away  in  1877  and  his  wife  in  1879.  They  had  a  family  of 
ten  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Recently  the  editor  of  one  of  Sandusky's  papei's.  who  in  his  early 
youth  came  to  admire  this  lumber  merchant,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
circle  of  close  and  loyal  friends  ever  since,  wi-ote  an  interesting  appre- 
ciation of  Mr.  Gileher,  and  most  of  that  article  is  used  in  the  present 
sketch. 

In  common  with  other  Sandusky  boys  (if  that  day.  and  in  much  the 
same  manner  that  youngsters  of  later  days  spent  their  time,  young 
William  Gileher  roved  around  the  docks  as  the  water  front  was  always 
the  chief  point  of  interest.  He  fell  off  his  father's  dock  and  learned  to 
swim  in  fourteen  feet  of  water.  Later  he  fell  into  business  that  was 
over  his  head,  but  he  soon  learned  to  pull  a  strong  overhand  stroke  in 
it.  "While  he  was  still  chasing  the  phantoms  of  youth  around,  his  father 
came  to  him  one  day.  and  asked  him  how  he  would  like  to  go  into  busi- 
ness. He  was  then  not  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age.  "I'll  start 
you  with  seven  hundred  fifty  <lollars,  and  later  make  you  a  partner," 
said  his  father.  "You're  my  huckleberry,"  replied  the  boy,  and  the 
father  went  away  to  Europe  for  several  months,  and  the  young  man 
sold  lumber  and  built  up  the  business  while  he  was  gone.  The  capital 
of  the  firm  at  that  time  was  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  a  huge 
amount  in  those  days.  Jacob  Hertle  was  their  first  clerk.  One  of 
William's  great  chums  was  R.  E.  Schuck. 

In  1868  they  formed  the  partnership  known  as  Gileher  &  Schuck. 
with  the  father  and  son  and  ]\Ir.  Schuck  each  having  a  third  interest. 
William  Gileher  was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  business.  He  would  hear 
of  a  large  cutting  of  lumber  in  some  camp  on  the  lake,  and  taking  along 
enough  greenbacks  to  supply  all  needs,  as  mone.y  talked  louder  than 
anything  else  in  that  game — he  would  go  to  the  lumber  marts  and 
haggle  with  the  back  woodsmen  for  the  lowest  cash  price.  From  the 
little  office  of  the  company  on  Water  Street,  where  once  was  the  depot 
of  the  old  jMad  River  Railroad.  William  H.  Gileher  came  in  time  to 
figure  his  year's  business  in  the  million  feet  and  his  financial  columns 
in  the  hundred  thousands.  This  buying  of  lumber  in  heavy  shipments 
that  came  down  from  the  lakes  in  boats  cau.sed  him  to  aspire  to  the 
ownership  of  a  boat  line,  and  eventually  that  idea  developed  into  the 
great  Gilchrist  Steamboat  line.  5Ir.  Gileher  had  met  Mr.  Gilchrist, 
then  a  clerk  on  lake  boats.  Gilchrist  was  dreaming  of  owning  a  great 
fleet  of  merchant  ships,  and  largely  on  the  basis  of  capital  supplied  by 
Sandusky  men  prominent  nmnng  whom  were  ^Messrs.  Gileher  &  Schuck. 
the  Gilchrist  ■|"r;iiis|i(iit:Mi.in  ('niiipany  was  incorporated  in  1897.  There 
was  a  larcv  iiuiiilicr  of  S^iiidusky  jieople  who  held  stock  in  this  concern, 
though  the  i)riiici|)al  stockhuldcrs  bore  the  names  of  Gilchrist,  Gileher 
and  Schuck.  Finally  the  company  suffered  disaster,  and  the  investors 
and  stockholders  lost  a  great  deal  of  money.  ls\r.  Gileher  himself  had 
.$200,000  in  the  fleet,  while  his  partner  Mr.  Schuck  owned  stock  worth 
.$500,000. 

The  lumber  firm  in  which  ^Ir.  (4ilcher  was  a  partner  in  one  year 
did  a  business  that  involved  the  selling-  of  12.000.000  feet  of  lumber. 
While  it  was  one  of  the  smaller  companies,  the  profits  in  one  year  when 
the  trade  was  most  flourishing  amounted  to  $17,000.  Mr.  Gileher  in 
the  early  days  also  lent  his  capital  to  the  develoinnent  of  the  supposed 
oil  district  around  Sandusky. 

For  over  half  a  century  William  Doerzbach  and  ^Ir.  Gileher  have 
been  close  friends.     As  local  contractor  Mr.  Doerzliach  liought  lumber 
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from  the  Gilcher  &  Sehuck  Company.  It  was  in  1868  that  Mr.  Gileher 
and  R.  E.  Sehuck  became  associated  under  the  name  of  Gileher  &  Sehuck, 
and  in  1892  J.  E.  Sehuck,  a  son  of  the  partner,  was  admitted  to  the  firm. 
J.  E.  Sehuck  died  in  1!)08,  and  R.  E.  Sehuck  in  1910.  Among  various 
other  business  inicivsts  ^fr.  Gileher  was  at  one  time  a  director  in  the 
Norwalk  Elciiiii-  ('(iiii|iany,  was  president  of  the  White  Line  Electric 
Company,  was  \  iic  piisident  of  the  Cedar  Point  Resort  Company,  and 
a  director,  beginning  in  1877,  in  the  Third  National  Exchange  Bank. 

Mr.  Gileher  has  been  a  staunch  republican,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  was  elected  treasurer  of  Portland  Township.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Sandusky  Lodge  of  Elks,  a  member  of  the  .Sandusky 
Yacht  Club,  a  charter  member  of  the  Sunyendeand  Club,  and  he  has 
long  attended  faithfully  the  Grace  Episcopal  Church. 

In  1868  Mr.  Gileher  married  iliss  Tinnie  Rosenl)aum,  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Harriet  Rosenbaum,  who  came  from  Prussia,  Germany. 
j\Ir.  Gileher 's  family  life  was  broken  up  somewhat  by  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  in  1890.  It  was  twelve  years  before  he  married  again.  The 
second  Mrs.  Gileher  was  Julietta  "Stimson  of  Ashtabula.  By  the  first 
marriage  there  were  four  children.  The  two  daughters  now  living  are 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Peters  of  Sandusky  and  Jlrs.  J.  Ward  Butler  of  Oa.kfield. 
New  York,  while  the  only  living  son  is  William  A.  Gileher. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  article  from  which  naost  of  the  above  has 
been  taken,  the  editor  said:  "He  has  been  an  aggressive  citizen  in  the 
pioneer  days.  He  is.  still  a  live  wire  and  predicts  great  things  for 
Sandusky  and  often  his  feet  take  him  unconsciously  to  his  old  office  on 
AVater  street,  wliere  for  fifty  years  he  spent  considerable  of  his  time  in 
tile  prosecution  of  his  enterprise  as  a  gr^at  lumber  merchant." 

Fred  Frey.  Jr.  One  of  the  most  progressive  and  capable  among  the 
younger  generation  of  business  men  at  Sandu.sky  is  Fred  Frey.  Jr.,  who 
is  connected  with  the  firm  of  Andrews  &  Frey,  retail  dealers  in  furniture. 
A  native  of  this  cit.v,  he  has  passed  his  entire  life  here  and  is  aeiierally 
conceded  to  be  a  good  example  of  the  type  of  business  man  to  which  the 
city  must  look  for  its  future  commercial  development  and  progress. 

Mr.  Frey  was  born  at  Sandusky,  October  21.  1882,  and  is  a  son  of 
Fred  Frey.  Sr.,  also  a  native  of  this  city.  The  family  was  founded  in 
the  United  States  by  his  grandfather,  Frederick  Frey,  who  emigrated  to 
this  country  from  Freiburg,  Germany,  in  1849,  with  his  wife,  and, 
settling  at  Sandusky,  engaged  in  following  the  trade  of  shoemaker. 
The  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  found  him  so  engaged  and  being  possessed 
of  patriotism  and  a  love  for  his  adopted  land  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Regiment,  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  enlisted  as  a  private, 
but  soon  won  promotion  1o  si  i-'jcmi  of  his  company,  and  as  such  par- 
ticipated in  many  hard-fou'.ilit  i  n'j.i'jvnicnts,  including  the  bloody  battle 
of  Gettysburg  in  which  bis  iv-iiihut  was  nearly  annihilated.  At  the 
battle  of  Chancellnrsville  he  was  captured  by  the  Confederates  and 
removed  to  a  Southi>rn  prison,  from  which  he  was  subsequently  taken 
to  the  notorious  Libliy  Prison  and  there  confined  for  six  manths.  After 
experiencing  all  the  hardships  and  privations  connected  with  imprison- 
ment there  be  was  aided  to  escape  by  one  of  his  comrades  and  succeeded 
in  making  his  way  back  to  the  Union  lines,  where  he  re.ioined  his  regi- 
ment. He  was  in  bad  physical  condition,  owing  to  the  experiences 
through  whicli  he  had  passed,  and  was  sent  home  because  of  disability, 
but  as  soon  as  he  had  recovered  again  i-ejoined  his  comrades  at  the  front 
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not  live  loug-  thereafter,  dying  June  11,  1873,  his  death  having  been 
probably  hastened  by  the  intense  rigors  of  army  life. 

Fred  Frey.  Sr.,  commenced  his  life  with  "but  few  advantages,  the 
family  being  in  humble  circumstances.  His  education  was  limited  to 
irregular  attendance  at  the  parochial  schools,  and  when  he  was  .still  a 
lad  and  the  city  still  a  village,  he  began  supporting  himself  by  carrying 
water  for  the  lumber  firm  of  Ayers  &  Leonard.  Later  he  worked  for 
a  time  for  a  tish  company,  and  subsequently  accepted  an  opportunity 
to  learn  the  trade  of  barber,  which  he  mastered  and  at  which  he  worked 
for  a  period  of  thirty-two  years,  first  as  an  employe  and  later  as  pro- 
prietor of  a  tonsorial  parlor  of  his  own.  In  1902  he  retired  from  the 
barber  business,  disposed  of  his  interests,  and  with  Mrs.  C.  J.  Andres 
embarki^d  in  a  retail  furniture  business,  under  the  fii-in  stvle  of  Andres 
&  Frry.  siirr.r.liiig  the  firm  of  Clins.  Amlivs.  rii.ln-'  well-directed 
manayviiii'iit  ihis  concern  grew  ami  |.nis|iriv,l  ■md  .viiitiially  became  a 
successful  enterprise.     ]\Ir.  Frey  is  still  aclivc  in  llh'  luisiiicss. 

Fred  Frey,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  parochial  s,  Imuls  of  Sandusky, 
and  when  ready  to  embark  upon  his  career  assiniaicl  liiniself  with  his 
father,  under  whom  he  learned  the  trade  of  bail)(r,  and  with  whom  he 
lias  been  associated  in  all  his  enterprises.  During  the  fourteen  years 
that  he  followed  his  trade  he  made  many  friends  in  the  city  who  watched 
his  entrance  into  the  furniture  business  with  Intercast  and  who  have  been 
gratified  with  his  success  therein.  Energetic,  iniliisttioiis,  capable  and 
progressive,  he  is  rapidly  making  a  place  for  liimsiir  in  liusiuess  circles, 
and  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  a  bright  and  successful  future  awaits  him. 
Mr.  Frey  established  a  home  of  his  own  March  12,  1915,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mi.ss  Mary  Missig,  a  young  lady  of  Springfield, 
Ohio. 

D.  C.  PowKR^.  Recently  Mr.  Powers  retired  from  an  active  career 
as  a  merchant  at  Sandusky.  He  had  been  in  active  business  quite  a 
half  a  century.  Few  men  are  enjoying  a  better  earned  leisure  in  Erie 
County  than  Mr.  Powers.  His  life  has  been  one  of  well  directed  purpose, 
of  signal  integrity,  and  the  service  which  he  rendered  as  a  business  man 
justified  the  compensation  which  proved  the  basis  for  the  fine  prosperity 
which  he  now  enjoys.  Of  the  okler  group  of  Sandusky  citizens  none  is 
more  highly  honored  than  D.  C.  Powers. 

A  resident  of  Saudu.sky  or  Erie  County  for  fifty-five  years,  he  was 
born  in  Jefferson  County.  New  York,  March  18,  1844.  His  parents  were 
Amasa  and  Rebecca  (Grow)  Powers,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont 
and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  The  father  went  to  Northern  New  York, 
in  the  Black  River  district,  where  he  lived  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  in  1860.  He  was  the  father  of  three  children,  D.  C.  Powers  being 
the  youngest.  During  his  active  lilVtiiin'  Amasa  Powers  was  a  tanner 
by  trade.  He  was  a  man  of  Imiiioi-  an.l  inlcurity,  had  a  host  of  friends, 
and  was  distinguished  for  his  adniiraMc  iii(ii-als.  He  never  tasted  a  drop 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  was  a  vigorous  advocate  of  the  temperance 
cause. 

D.  C.  Powers  acquired  only  a  liberal  education  from  books  and 
schooling.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty,  and  then  in 
1865  he  found  employment  as  clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store  at  Sandusky. 
He  worked  for  one  man  and  gained  an  experience  in  all  the  details  and 
shouldered  many  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  store  for  eight  continuous 
years.  In  1874  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself  as  partner  in  the 
"firm  of  Wagner  &  Powers.  This  was  a  well  known  partnership  in  the 
retail  dry  goods  business  for  eight  years.  Later  for  a  similar  period 
the  business  was  conducted  as  Powers  &  Zollinger.  Finally  Mr.  Powers 
bought  the  entire  establishment  and  remained  at  the  head  of  a  very 
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successful  l)usiness,  whicli  was  long'  recognized  as  a  landmark  in  the 
shopping  industry  of  Sjiiidnsky,  until  1014.  In  that  year  he  gave  up  his 
active  participation  in  liusiiuss  nlfairs  and  is  no  longer  a  familiar  figure 
in  the  mercantile  circles  of  ilic  i-iiy. 

While  most  of  his  life  has  been  devoted  to  business  and  home,  he 
has  exercised  not  a  little  influence  in  shaping  the  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity. He  is  a  republican,  but  perhaps  his  prohibition  principles 
predominate  in  his  political  faith.  For  more  than  fifty  years  he  has 
advocated  temperance  as  did  his  father  before  him.  He  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  JMethodist  Church  for  forty-eight  years,  and  one 
of  the  strongest  supporters  of  that  denomination  in  Sandusky.  For 
thirty-seven  years  he  has  been  closely  connected  with  the  Sunday  School, 
.  and  in  that  time  was  never  tardy  at  the  Sunday  School  service. 

On  August  17,  1876,  Mr.  Powers  married  Miss  JMary  Alvord.  To 
their  union  have  been  born  two  children.  Helen  is  now  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Bender  of  Sandusky.  She  is  an  alumna  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University 
at  Delawaiv.  and  suliscinicntly  continued  her  studies  by  special  work  in 
Boston  :ii:il  Xr\\  ^■(l^k.  |{oyal  A.,  the  only  son,  is  now  prospering  in  the 
real  estate  hiisiiii'ss  al   Sandusky. 

CiRO  S.  RiccELi.i.  This  is  a  brief  life  story  of  one  of  Sandusky's 
best  known  citizens.  His  home  has  been  in  this  city  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  a  hard  working  young  Italian  immigrant 
when  he  first  made  himself  known  to  the  community.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  much  struggle,  much  constant  aspiration  and  struggle  upwards, 
until  he  now  doniinates  one  or  two  important  industries  and  lines  of 
business  in  Sandusky,  and  in  return  for  tlie  opportunities  of  American 
citizensliip  lie  has  lived  a  useful  and  influential  life. 

Born  May  1,  1874,  in  Italy,  a  son  of  Ettore  Riecelli,  he  spent  only 
the  years  of  early  childhood  in  his  native  country,  and  in  1887  came  to 
America.  As  a  boy  laborer,  accepting  any  employment  which  he  could 
get.  he  vi^as  located  successively  in  Me( 'onnells\ille,  and  Steubenville, 
Ohio,  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  and   i-'aiiMiKinl.  Wisl  Virginia. 

Going  from  place  to  place  and  seekini;-  (ipporlnnity,  he  arrived  in. 
Sandusky  in  1889.  He  soon  afterward  took  up  the  fruit  business.  This 
expanded  into  other  lines,  and  for  many  years  he  has  operated  success- 
fully in  the  ice  cream,  confectionery  and  soft  drink  business,  keeping 
stands  in  the  suniuier  resorts  on  .bilmson  Islnnd.  Cedar  Point,  Lakeside 
and  other  plaees.  hi'sides  his  reeuhii-  Imsine-s  in  the  City  of  Sandusky. 
Here  his  establishment  is  oin'  nl'  flie  f.iniiliai'  features  of  the  business 
district,  and  his  fruit  and  cimreel  i(iiier\  -leiv  ^md  ice  cream  ])arlor  have 
been  operated  so  well  that  tliey  lii'<iiii;lit  liim  ,i  e(iiii|ieteney. 

The  capital  from  this  i)riii!ar>-   Imsiiiess   lias   I n   investeil   in  oilier 

lines.  In  1908  he  took  up  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  cones,  which 
found  a  ready  .sale  over  a  large  territory  and  he  has  since  been  kept 
busy  in  superintending  and  managing  this  large  and  profitable  business. 
In  1913  he  secured  the  agency  for  all  the  leading  steamship  lines  both 
for  inland  transportation  and  for  trans-Atlantic  service,  and  has  since 
conducted  that  agency,  which  is  the  only  steamship  agency  for  foreign 
transportation  in  Sandusky.  Through  tiiis  business  he  has  been  able  to 
lend  his  a.ssi.stance  and  experience  for  the  li.ii.iii  cif  a  great  number  of 
his  fellow  countrymen,  and  he  is  a  man  tborouuiily  charitable  in  all 
his  deeds  and  intentions,  though  he  makes  no  display  of  his  practical 
philanthropy  and  only  the  recipients  of  his  favors  are  aware  how  much 
he  does  in  this  way.  Mr.  Riecelli  w^as  also  employed  by  the  American 
Crayon  Company  for  eleven  years. 

On  December  26,  1895,  Mr.  Riecelli  married  Miss  Anna  Scheel.  All 
the  six  children  born  to  their  happy  marriage  are  still  living,  namely: 


.^^^^V^^^^^;^^'^^^ 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  1185 

Arthur,  born  December  25.  1896;  Clarence,  born  October  16,  1902; 
Florence,  born  September  19,  1904;  Roy,  born  Noveniber  27,  1909; 
Kenneth,  born  January  15,  1912;  Sterling,"  born  May  12,  1915. 

T.  T.  JIoRCiAX.  The  wonderful  success  which  has  attended  tlie  Brown 
Clutch  Company  during  the  past  few  years,  advancing  it  from  a  position 
of  unimportance  to  one  of  the  largest  enterprises  of  its  kind  in  the 
country,  must  be  attributed  equally  to  the  excellence  of  its  product  and 
to  the  energy,  business  talent  and  gifts  of  acumen,  judgment  and  fore- 
sight possessed  by  its  president  and  general  manager.  T.  T.  Morgan. 
This  leading  and  influential  business  man  of  Sandusky  has  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  having  worked  his  way  from  the  bottom 
of  the  ladder  in  spite  of  reverses  and  disiippdintiiiciils  with  a  dclcriuina- 
tioii  and  fertility  of  resource  worthy  of  lln-  ^ii-ti  ss  he  has  .irliicvcd. 

j\Ir.  ilorgan  is  a  son  of  Erie  County,  and  was  bmn  on  his  father's 
farm.  April  24.  1864.  his  father  being  Geoige  Morgan.  George  Morgan 
was  born  at  Milan,  Erie  County.  He  was  adopted  by  Thomas  Morgan 
and  was  before  adoption  George  Hamilton,  son  of  Chester  Hamilton, 
of  Milan.  Ohio.  So  the  sub.iect  of  this  review  is  not  a  Morgan,  nor  is 
he  connected  in  any  way  with  the  Morgan  family  but  is  related  to  the 
Hamilton  family,  which  were  among  the  pi'ominent  settlers  of  Erie 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  many  of  the  family  i-epresent  that  fine  old 
stock  throughout  tlie  State  of  Ohio  and  other  states  of  the  Union.  George 
Jlorgan  followed  agricultural  pursuits  during  the  period  of  his  active 
career.  He  was  an  industrious  workman  and  a  substantial  citizen, 
winning  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  associates  through  a  lifetime 
of  useful  and  energetic  effort.  He  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Jilonfort,  a 
native  of  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
two  children,  of  whom  T.  T.  is  the  younger. 

T.  T.  Morgan  was  educated  in  the  township  schools  of  Erie  County, 
and  was  reared  in  much  the  same  way  as  other  farmers'  sons  of  his  day 
and  locality.  He  was  his  father's  assistant  until  he  reached  the  years 
of  his  ma.jority,  at  which  time  he  embarked  in  agricultural  ventures  on 
his  own  account.  After  eight  years  of  experience  in  tilling  the  soil,  he 
decided  that  a  brighter  future  awaited  him  in  the  business  field,  and 
accordingly  disposed  of  his  farming  interests  and  ventured  into  the 
retail  grocery  business  at  Norwalk.  Ohio.  There  he  was  associated  for 
one  year  with  J.  Scherer.  under  the  firm  style  of  ^i<ii'_;an  \-  Scherer, 
and  then  purchased  Mr.  Scherer's  interests  and  began  inndiicling  the 
business  alone.  Three  years  later  he  disposed  cf  liis  holdings  in  a  com- 
mercial way  and  became  a  traveling  i'(|iivsrnl alive  for  a  wholesale 
house,  with  which  he  had  come  into  eontail  in  a  l)usiness  way,  and  spent 
six  years  in  this  capacity.  Having  received  injuries  in  a  railroad 
accident  he  relinquished  his  services  as  a  salesman,  and  after  fully 
recovering,  in  1905,  he  was  compelled  to  make  a  new  start  to  recover 
his  place  in  the  business  wm'ld.  and  clinse  as  the  medium  through  which 
to  accomplish  this  oli.i.ri  the  hamllinij-  of  realty.  There  followed  three 
years  of  more  or  less  iniihlahlc  a>ii\iiy  in  buying  and  selling  city  and 
farm  property,  but  in  1908  ^Ir.  i\lorgan  was  made  general  manager  of 
the  Brown  Clutch  Company,  a  Sandusky  firm  then  in  its  infancy,  which 
had  at  that  time  only  a  small  and  inconsequential  business.  Under  the 
energetic  and  progressive  management  of  Mr.  Morgan  the  business 
rapidly  grew  and  developed,  and  in  1913  he  was  chosen  for  the  presi- 
dency of  the  company,  in  addition  to  which  he  continues  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  general  "manager.  The  Brown  Clutch  Company  manufac- 
tures friction  clutches  and  friction  hoists,  and  the  product  has  become 
known  all  over  the  country  for  its  excellence  of  workmanship,  measuring 
up  to  every  requirement  and  being  of  remarkable  quality.    As  to  output 
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if  is  one  of  the  largest  manufaetiiring  concerns  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States.  The  main  building  occupies  a  space  of  250  by  60  feet,  two 
stories  high,  with  basement  and  there  are  also  additional  buildings  for 
various  purposes.  A  large  force  of  men  is  given  employment. 
Mr.  ilorgan  is  a  member  of  the  ^Masons  and  has  passed  through  all  the 
bodies  up  to  and  including  the  Commandery.  His  political  allegiance 
is  with  the  republican  party. 

On  March  18,  1885,  JMr.  Morgan  was  married  in  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
to  IMiss  Maude  Van  Bensehoten,  daughter  of  D.  H.  Van  Benschoteu. 
and  to  this  union  there  has  been  born  one  daughter.  Hazel  Maud. 

•bmN  J.  Healy.  As  a  merchant  the  name  of  John  J.  Ilealy  has  been 
associated  with  Sandusky  enterprise  for  a  great  many  yeai-s.  Some  of 
those  who  can  remember  him  as  a  boy  will  recall  the  fact  that  he  spent 
several  years  in  performing  a  good  deal  of  menial  work  such  as  was 
customary  in  the  general  routine  of  business  houses  when  a  boy  of  all 
work  was  employed.  He  is  now  head  of  the  Healy  Company,  operating 
one  of  the  best  managed  and  most  completely  stocked  department  stores 
in  the  city. 

Born  in  Ottawa  County,  Ohio,  September  8,  1866,  he  is  a  son  of 
•James  and  Mary  Healy.  His  father  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  after 
coming  to  America  lived  in  New  York  City  for  a  time.  He  then  brought 
his  family  out  to  Sandusky,  and  became  connected  with  Marsh  & 
Company  in  the  manufacture  of  plaster,  and  w^as  connected  with  that 
company  for  forty  years  until  he  retired.     His  death  occurred  in  1895. 

John  J.  Healy  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  and  parochial 
schools  of  Sandusky.  When  only  fourteen  years  old  he  started  to  learn 
mercantile  life  through  the  avenue  of  general  utility  boy  with  the  old 
established  house  of  Kronthal  Brothers.  He  swept  out  the  store,  ran 
errands,  helped  keep  the  stock  in  order,  and  did  practically  everything 
else  that  was  demanded  of  him  in  proportion  to  his  strength  and  ability. 
One  responsibility  after  another  was  added  to  his  duties,  and  he  finally 
transferred  his  service  to  the  firm  of  J.  L.  Hudson  &  Company,  with 
which  he  was  identified  for  many  years.  Mr.  Healy  with  all  this 
experience,  with  the  capital  which  he  had  .slowly  accumulated,  and  with 
a  splendid  credit  which  he  had  established,  then  organized  the  Ilealy 
Company,  whose  fine  department  store  is  located  at  202-212  Market 
Street.  The  Healy  store  deals  in  all  kinds  of  men's,  women's  and 
children's  ready  to  wear  goods. 

There  is  no  store  outside  of  Clcvcliiiid  thnt  carries  a  better  stock  and 
is  better  known  for  reliable  mercliandisc.  Mi-.  Ilealy  is  presidi-nt  and 
manager  of  this  successful  emporium. 

Fraternally  he  is  a  fourteenth  degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason  and  is 
also  affiliated  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  also  a 
director  in  the  Erie  County  Agricultural  Association.  On  March  12, 
]S94,  I\Tr.  Healv  married  Miss  Olive  Uncle.  Their  two  children  are 
named  Russell  and  Dorothy  Ilealy. 

Wri.iJ.vM  JM.  Lauuhlin.  ^lany  of  the  fine  old  pioneer  homesteads  of 
Erie  County  by  subdivision  and  sale  have  passed  entirely  out  of  the 
control  of  the  descendants  of  their  original  possessors.  One  of  the  tracts 
of  land  still  farmed  by  a  man  whofse  grandfather  acquired  it  direct  from 
the  Government  is  the  place  of  William  M.  Laughlin,  in  Berlin  Town- 
.sliip.  on  Rural  Route  No.  2,  out  of  Huron.  At  least  a  century  has  passed 
since  the  first  efl'orts  were  made  by  the  original  Laughlin  to  clear,  improve 
and  cultivate  these  acres,  and  a  host  of  family  associations  and  memories 
center  around  the  farm,  and  Mr.  Laughlin  is  a  man  who  has  a  regard 
both   for  the  historical  past  and   for  tlie  practical  work  of  the  present. 
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Mrs.  Laughlin,  his  wife,  is  also  of  an  old  and  honored  pioneer  Erie 
Coiuity  family  and  there  are  no  people  more  representative  of  the 
sterling  stock  that  first  identified  themselves  with  tliis  section  of  Northern 
Ohio. 

The  Laughlin  name  is  of  Scotch-Irish  origin.  The  grandfather  John 
Laughlin  was  one  of  eleven  brothers  who  came  from  Ireland  about  1800, 
and  in  a  few  years  were  scattered  about  over  the  various  states  and 
territories  both  east  and  west  of  the  Allegheny  ilountains.  John  Laugh- 
lin in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century  came  out  to  Erie  County,  secured 
a  tract  of  wild  land  in  the  western  part  of  Berlin  Tow^iship  and  was 
one  of  the  very  first  of  those  who  penetrated  the  wilderness  for  the  sake 
of  ac(iuiring  a  permanent  home.  It  is  not  known  whether  he  brought 
his  wife  to  Erie  County  on  liis  firsi  li-ip  m-  not,  and  her  name  and  family 
connections  are  not  a  part  of  the  ivrtinlid  family  history.  After  a  time 
John  Laughlin  went  back  to  I'ciinsyhaiiia,  making  the  journey  on 
horseback.  Two  days  after  he  and  his  wife  reached  I'ciiiisylxania  Ihcir 
son  ]\Iilton  Laughlin  was  born  December  25,  IM'J.  He  was  still  a  ehild 
when  his  parents  returned  to  Erie  County  and  eslalilished  llieir  home  in 
Berlin  Township.  The  mother  of  Milton  died  a  inimlief  of  years  latei-, 
and  John  Laughlin  married  a  iliss  Hdllisler  lei'  his  seeond  wife,  and 
they  spent  their  last  years  on  the  old  Immi-stead.  -lohn  Laughlin  was 
one  of  the  early  organizers  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch  not  far  from  his 
home,  and  for  a  num])er  of  years  served  it  as  deacon.  He  was  an  ideal 
type  of  the  early  settler,  stood  six  feet  two  inches  tall,  and  possessed  a 
strength  in  proportion  to  his  rugged  and  great  frame.  He  had  both 
strength  and  endurance  for  all  the  heavy  work  that  confronted  the  first 
settlers  in  the  wilderness.  He  became  allied  with  the  old  whig  party 
and  had  taken  up  with  the  doctrines  of  the  new  republican  party  before 
his  death. 

Milton  Laugidin,  who  was  born  as  already  stated  a  short  lime  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain  was  reared  in  Berlin 
Township  on  the  old  homestead  of  a  hundred  acres,  half  of  which  he 
subsequently  secured  as  his  own  place,  and  which  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  his  son,  William  M.  .Miltmi  Lanuhliu  was  somewhat  like  his  father 
in  respect  to  his  physical  i>r(i|mrt  ions  and  stivn'^ih  of  character,  was 
an  industrious  farmer,  was  reared  in  and  was  always  faithful  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  voted  the  repidilican  ticket  until  the  end  of 
his  life.  About  two  years  before  his  death  he  removed  from  the  old 
homestead  to  Milan  Township,  where  he  died  in  October,  1884.  The 
immediate  cause  of  his  death  was  the  taking  of  an  overdose  of  raw 
tincture  of  iron.  He  was  then  pasi  sev.  nl\  years  of  age.  Milton  Laugh- 
lin married  Mary  Krom,  wdio  was  l.mn  near  the  Hudson  River  about 
1815,  and  was  probably  of  the  old  Dutch  stock  of  New  Y'ork  State.  She 
came  to  Ohio  with  her  parents  when  she  was  a  child,  grew  up  in  Milan 
Township,  and  her  parents  died  there  when  quite  old.  Mrs.  iMilton 
Laughlin  died  in  Milan  siven  years  after  her  husband.  She  was  like- 
wisea  memlter  of  the  Preshyieiian  Church,  and  should  be  remembered 
as  a  faithful  wife  and  devoted  motlier.  She  and. her  husband  became 
the  parents  of  six  children:  Ransom  F.  is  now  a  retired  farmer  in 
Milan,  and  has  one  living  son  and  two  grandchildren.  Jane,  the  second 
child,  is  the  wife  of  George  Hooper,  living  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  they  have 
a  son  and  daughter.  Nancy,  who  died  in  1876,  was  the  wife  of  William 
Squires,  now  living  in  Milan,  and  she  left  a  son  wdio  is  still  living.  Frank 
enlisted  in  the  Union  Artny  as  a  fifer  in  an  Ohio  Regiment,  and  after 
about  three  years  of  service  died  toward  the  end  of  the  war  from  illness 
contracted  while  with  the  army  and  was  still  unmarried.  The  next  of 
the  family  is  William  ]\I.  Bertha,  the  youngest,  married  P'rank  Diamond, 
and  thev'now  live  in  Milan  and  have  three  living  children. 
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"William  ]\I.  Lauglilin,  who  has  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  his 
father's  fifty-acre  homestead,  was  born  on  that  f.iiiu  .liinc  l'!I,  1859,  and 
has  spent  here  practically  all  his  life.  His  ediuation  came  from  the 
local  schools  of  Berlin  Township,  and  throughout.  tliaL  part  of  the  county 
he  is  known  as  a  practical  and  enterprising  farmer.  In  addition  to  his 
farm  he  owns  thirteen  acres  in  Milan  Township.  It  is  all  well  improved, 
and  his  home  is  a  comfortable  seven-room  brick  hoiise  which  was  built 
before  Mr.  Lauglilin  was  born.  He  has  succeeded  many  seasons  in 
equaling  the  best  yields  of  general  crops  per  acre,  has  grown  wheat, 
corn  and  oats,  and  latterly  has  planted  some  twelve  to  fifteen  acres  of 
potatoes.  In  Berlin  Township  in  1880  JMr.  Laughlin  marri-ed  Miss 
Frances  Hollister.  She  was  born  in  Milan  Township,  December  3,  1857, 
and  grew  up  and  received  her  education  in  that  locality.  As  already 
mentioned,  her  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  to  be  found  in  Erie  County. 
Her  grandparents  were  Jesse  and  Ann  (Horton)  Hollister,  both  New 
Englanders  by  birth.  They  caine  to  ?]rie  County  in  1817,  after  a  long 
and  tedious  journey,  e.stablislnil  ihciiisclves  in  the  wilderness  of  Milan 
Township,  and  lived  there  until  ilialh  took  them  away  when  quite  old. 
They  were  of  the  hardy  old  Vermont  stock,  and  in  character  and 
activities  well  fitted  for  the  responsibilities  of  pioneer  life.  Their  son, 
Edwin  Hollister,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Laughlin,  was  boi'n  in  Vermont  in 
1810,  and  was  accordingly  seven  years  of  age  when  he  arrived  in  Erie 
County.  He  grew  up  on  the  old  homestead  in  J\lilan  Township,  and  was 
married  in  that  locality  to  Caroline  Webb,  who  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State  and  was  quite  young  when  her  parents  moved  out  to  Erie 
County.  She  also  grew  up  in  Milan  Township,  where  her  parents  died 
many  years  later.  Edwin  Hollister  and  wife  became  thrifty  and  pros- 
perous farming  people  of  Milan  Township  and  later  owned  a  place  in 
West  Uerlin  Township  on  the  Township  Line  Road,  where  j\Ir.  and 
]Mrs.  Laughlin  now  live.  Edwin  Hollister  died  in  1895  and  his  wife  in 
1893.  Slie  was  a  member  of  the  j\Iethodist  Church  while  he  was  a 
Universalist.  He  took  much  interest  in  township  affairs,  was  a  repub- 
lican voter,  and  he  and  four  of  his  sons  saw  service  throughout  the  period 
of  the  Civil  war.  One  of  the  sous,  Jacob,  died  from  illness  while  still 
in  the  army. 

To  the  marriage  of  'Sir.  and  Mrs.  Laughlin  have  liern  liorn  four 
children.  Earl  W.,  who  was  born  January  24.  1885,  became  a  railroad 
man  and  lost  his  arm  while  employed  by  the  Wheeling  and  Lake  P]rie. 
and  is  now  living  at  home.  Walter  W.  is  living  at  Toledo  and  by  his 
marriage  to  Ethel  Whistler,  has  a  daughter  named  Prances  Delia.  Pearl 
H.,  who  was  born  January  29,  1890,  has  for  the  past  six  years  been  a 
locomotive  fireman  on  the  Nickel  Plate  Railway,  is  now  living  at  Belle- 
vue,  Ohio,  and  married  Maria  Huskstein.  Ada,  the  youngest,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  as  were  her  brothers  and  sisters,  and  is 
still  living  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laughlin  attend  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  ^Ir.  Lauglilin  and  sons  are  repulilicans  in  politics. 

F.  E.  SwAix.  Oijc  of  Sandusky's  prominent  younger  business  men, 
Mr.  Swain,  is  secretary  of  The  C.  V.  Baumganlner  Piano  Company,  a 
large  and  important  concern  which  has  received  considerable  attention 
on  other  pages  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Swain  was  born  in  Paulding,  Ohio,  December  20,  1888,  the  only 
son  and  child  of  his  parents,  E.  C.  and  Catherine  Genevieve  (Bittell) 
Swain.  His  father  was  a  very  prominent  citizen  of  Paulding  County, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  general  merchandising  until  the  time  ol'  his 
death.  At  one  time  he  served  as  shcrilf  of  the  countx-.  and  in  other  ways 
was  a  factor  in  its  affairs. 


L.  L.  cuirrrs 
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Mr.  F.  E.  Swain  acquired  an  education  in  the  public  schools  at 
Fostoria  and  Sandusky.  When  only  sixteen  years  of  age  he  embraced  a 
business  career,  starting  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Homegardner  Coal  Com- 
pany. He  remained  with  that  company  about  four  years,  and  there  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  substantial  business  experience. 

He  has  considerable  individual  talent  as  a  musician,  and  it  was  un- 
doubtedly that  which  led  him,  on  leaving  the  coal  company,  to  enter  the 
piano  store  of  J.  F.  Reuner,  as  a  salesman.  Pie  continued  in  that  em- 
ployment until  March,  1914,  when  he  severed  his  connections  and  after 
a  short  time  became  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Baumgarduer  Piano 
Company.  He  was  elected  secretary  and  a  director  and  has  had  much 
to  do  with  the  success  of  this  concern.  Mr.  Swain  is  well  known  in  local 
musical  circles  and  is  a  member  of  several  fraternal  orders.  In  politics 
he  is  a  democrat.  He  married  Miss  Margaret  Davlin,  a  daughter  of 
W.  AV.  and  Effie  S.  (Skilliter)  Davlin,  of  Whitmore,  Ohio.  They  have 
one  child  named  Florence  Genevieve. 

L.  L.  Curtis.  One  of  the  best  examples  of  individual  commercial 
success  found  in  Northern  Ohio  is  in  L.  L.  Curtis,  who,  beginning  as 
stock  keeper,  has  filled  all  the  successive  posts  of  respon.sibility  and  for 
the  past  twelve  years  has  been  president  of  The  American  Crayon  Com- 
pany of  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

This  business  itself  is  one  in  which  the  people  of  Erie  County  take 
special  pride.  Like  many  other  large  concerns  it  had  its  origin  in  an 
idea  when  the  manufacture  was  begun  in  a  home  shop,  from  which  it 
has  extended  to  one  of  the  largest  in  Sandusky's  commercial  district 
and  furnishes  employment  to  probably  as  large  a  force  of  workmen  as 
any  other  local  concern. 

'  The  Curtis  family  has  been  identified  with  Ohio  since  pioneer  times. 
Ezra  S.  Curtis,  grandfather  of  L.  L.  Curtis,  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  but  spent  the  most  of  his  life  in  Lake  County,  Ohio.  W.  D. 
Curtis,  the  originator  of  the  business  now  known  as  The  American 
Crayon  Company,  and  father  of  L.  L.  Curtis,  was  born  in  Orleans 
County,  New  York,  in  1824.  He  spent  nearly  three  years  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  1862  in  Company  D  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  fought  at  the  battles  of  Richmond  and  Perry- 
ville,  but  in  1863  was " transferred  to  the  medical  purveyor's  depart- 
ment, was  stationed  first  at  Nicholasville,  Kentucky,  and  after  a  year 
was  ordered  to  Louisville,  where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  mustered  out  July  4,  1865.  In  1851  he  married  Caroline  B. 
Cowdery,  who  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York,  in  1829. 
In  1866  the  family  removed  to  Sandusky.  The  children  of  W.  D.  Curtis 
and  wife  were :  L.  L.  Curtis ;  H.  J.  Curtis,  deceased ;  Carrie,  widow  of 
John  Whitworth;  Mary,  who  married  Judge  F.  C.  Price  of  Kansas; 
and  Carl  C.  A. 

It  was  in  1869  that  W.  D.  Curtis,  with  ]\L  F.  and  John  S.  Cowdery, 
his  brothers-in-law,  conceived  the  idea  of  making  crayon  for  school 
purposes  and  began  experimenting  toward  that  end  in  the  kitchen  of 
the  Curtis  home.  From  these  initial  experiments  they  realized  a  great 
future  for  the  business,  and  started  on  a  small  scale  and  with  crude 
equipment  to  manufacture  crayon  in  a  small  building  on  Columbus 
Avenue  in  Sandusky.  The  next  location  was  a  larger  building  on  Hayes 
Avenue.  At  that  time  the  company  was  known  as  the  Western  School 
Supply  Company.  From  time  to  time  many  improvements  were  intro- 
duced" in  molds"  and  machinery,  and  the  output  of  the  concern  soon 
included  a  variety  of  crayon  for  different  uses  and  were  shipped  to  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.     In  1900  the  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
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but  it  was  soon  rebuilt  on  Hayes  Avenue,  and  the  factory  is  now  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 

Mr.  L.  L.  Curtis  was  born  in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  June  16,  1852,  but 
has  lived  in  Erie  County  since  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lake  County,  and  soon 
after  the  Western  School  Supply  Company  was  established  he  took  a 
position  as  stock  keeper.  Somr  yrars  later  the  coinpaiiy  and  the  AValthain 
Crayon  Company  of  ]\Iassacliiiscns  wvr.'  ci.nsnlidatci  as  The  American 
Crayon  Company,  and  Mr.  Ciirlis  iMM-ainc  supnaiiteiident  of  the  entire 
plant.  He  and  his  brother,  II.  .].  Curtis,  were  active  not  only  in  the 
management  but  have  supplied  much  of  the  equipment  now  use"d  in  the 
manufacture,  particularly  the  molds.  The  American  Crayon  Company 
is  rapitali/.fd  at  $1,000,000,  and  Mr.  L.  L.  Curtis  is  now  the"  only  member 
of  Ins  iiiiiiK'diate  family  identified  with  the  business.  His  brother,  II.  J. 
Ciiilis,  (lied  in  1901,  and  both  M.  F.  and  John  S.  Cowdery,  who  were 
also  in  the  firm  at  the  beginning,  are  now  deceased.  The  American 
Crayon  Company  manufactures  crayons  of  every  description,  for  use 
in  schools;  oil  crayons,  which  have  an  extended  use;  pastel  crayons; 
lumber  crayons,  used  in  the  lumber  trade;  cai-penter  crayons;  billiard 
tools  and  accessories,  and  the  company  also  make  a  large  variety  of 
small  wooden  boxes  for  shipping  their  own  merchandise  and  for  supply- 
ing other  industries.  The  plant  of  this  company  covers  more  than  three 
acres  of  floor  space,  and  trains  are  loaded  and  unloaded  at  each  side  of 
the  factory.  About  three  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  women  are  on  the 
pay  rolls  of  the  company. 

In  addition  to  this  manufacturing  concern  of  which  he  is  president, 
Mr.  L.  L.  Cvirtis  takes  just  pride  in  the  city  where  he  resides,  aiul 
largely  through  his  influence  this  extensive  factory  was  located  in 
Sandusky.  He  is  a  public  spirited  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
and  his  own  success  has  been  a  big  factor  in  Sandusky's  prosperity. 
He  has  been  a  director  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Sandusky.  Ohio,  for 
a  number  of  years,  a  director  and  the  vice  president  of  the  Dauch 
Manufacturing  Company,  a  director  in  the  Komo  Color  Company,  and 
a  member  of  the  Fnlciaird  ('(niimercial  Club.  In  Masonrj^  Mr.  Curtis 
has  gone  tlirouuh  tlir  \ati"us  d.  "i-ces  and  branches,  including  the  thirty- 
second  degree  Sidtlish  iJiic  ami  Ihe  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Sunyendeand  Club,  the  Sandusky  Golf  Club,  and  the  Sandusky  Ad 
Club.  He  served  two  terms  on  the  board  of  education,  and  at  different 
times  has  identified  himself  with  other  local  business  enterprises. 

Henry  C.  ^Iillott.  The  art  which  constructs,  either  for  utility,  for 
beauty,  or  for  both — the  art  of  architecture — is  one  of  the  oldest  of  the 
civilizing  and  refining  agencies  of  man.  Natural  conditions  and  (!0n- 
flguration  of  the  country  in  which  it  has  been  exercised  have  necessarily 
regulated  it,  but  the  development  of  a  modern  palace,  either  for  resi- 
dence or  business,  step  by  step  from  the  ancestral  cave  or  tent,  has  been 
one  of  the  great  and  interesting  romances  of  civilization.  Among  the 
followers  of  the  profession  of  architecture  in  Erie  County,  one  who  has 
contributed  biaterially  to  the  upbuilding  and  beautification  of  the  ("ity 
of  Parks  is  Henry  C.  Millott,  who  since  his  return  from  a  trip  to  Eurojje 
in  1907,  has  been  located  at  Sandusky, 

Mr.  Millott  was  born  December  20,  1878,  in  Erie  Count.v,  Ohio,  and 
is  a  son  of  Martin  and  Julia  (Tracy)  Millott.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  emigrated  from  that  country  to  the  United  States  in  1847,  sub- 
secpiently  becoming  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Sandusky,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  d.ving  befoi-e  he  had  reached  middle  age.  He 
was  the  father  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Henry  C.  was  the  youngest. 
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Heury  C.  Millott  received  his  early  education  in  the  parochial  schools  of 
Sandusky,  following  which  he  took  up  the  study  of  architecture  at  Cornell 
University  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  the  class  of  1!)06. 
The  basis  of  his  present  ardiitrctural  style  and  standing  was  laid  in 
Europe  where  he  took  an  ixtindtil  trip  immediate^  after  his  graduation 
and  whei-e  he  was  given  tin-  (i]i]Hirtuiiity  of  viewing  and  studying  many 
of  the  beautiful  old  edifices,  cluirches,  cathedrals,  universities,  museums, 
etc.,  rich  in  architectural  designs,  an  education  that  could  have  come  to 
him  in  no  other  way,  and  which  has  been  of  incalculable  value  to  him 
in  his  subsequent  work.  A  number  of  these  old  structures  have  since 
passed  entirely  away,  sacrifices  to  the  war  now  raging  in  the  old 
countries. 

On  his  return  from  Europe  Mr.  Millott  settled  at  once  at  Sandusky, 
here  opened  an  office,  and  has  continued  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  rapidly 
increasing  business.  No  visitor  to  the  City  of  Parks  on  Lake  Erie  fails 
to  be  impressed  with  the  anliitctural  values  and  beauties  of  its  build- 
ings. They  have  been  ei<'tc.|  with  a  proper  appreciation  of  their  sur- 
roundings, and  with  an  idea  dl  [iiodm-ing  a  harmonious  whole,  and  the 
result  attained  is  close  to  the  moileru  conception  of  the  "city  beautiful." 
In  the  accomplishment  of  this  result  Mr.  Millott  has  played  his  full 
part.  His  field  of  operation,  liowever,  is  not  confined  to  his  home  city, 
for  he  is  called  upon  to  supiiintcnd  as  well  as  furnish  designs  for  ele- 
gant residences,  stately  public  buildings  and  massive  business  structures 
throughout  a  wide  area.  His  knowledge  of  his  profession,  his  accuracy 
in  making  estimates,  his  thoroughness  and  excellence  of  labor  and  his 
strict  fidelity  to  contracts  have  established  him  firmly  in  his  calling  and 
have  given  him  precedence  over  many  of  his  competitors.  Several  of 
the  buildings  planned  and  executed  !iy  him  are :  The  Alhambra 
Theater  Building,  St.  Mary  School  Building  and  the  Third  National 
Bank  Building. 

In  religion  Mr.  Millott  is  and  always  has  been  a  Roman  Catholic, 
and  has  always  been  a  consistent  and  sincere  friend  of  the  many  worthy 
educational  and  charitable  interests  so  actively  promoted  by  that  church. 
His  sole  fraternal  connection  is  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  While 
abstaining  from  anything  that  could  possibly  be  called  active  political 
life,  he  is  known  as  a  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  democratic  party. 
Outside  of  his  profession  he  has  few  business  interests,  but  is  a  dii'ector 
in  The  Ilinde  Brick  &  Tile  Company,  of  Sandusky,  and  has  been  a  factor 
in  its  suecess. 

Mr.  ilillott  was  married  November  24,  1910,  at  Sandusky,  to  Miss 
Eleanore  Hinde,  daughter  of  James  J.  Hinde,  of  this  city,  and  to  this 
union  there  have  been  born  three  children :  James  0.,  Mary  J.  and 
Richard  H. 

George  A.  Schwer.  Of  the  men  whose  abilities  lend  strength  and 
substance  to  the  business  prestige  of  Sandusky,  one  of  the  best  known 
is  George  A.  Schwer,  secretary  and  assistant  manager  of  the  Dauch 
Manufacturing  Company.  A  native  son  of  Erie  County,  his  entire 
career  has  been  passed  here  and  his  name  has  been  linked  with  some  of 
the  most  important  industrial  enterprises  in  the  state.  His  standing 
as  a  citizen  rests  upon  his  nuraei'ous  contributions  in  the  way  of  public 
service. 

Mr.  Schwer  was  born  May  12,  1874,  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
son  of  Albert  and  Mary  (Metzgar)  Schwer.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Germany,  came  with  the  family  to  the  United  States  in  1852,  when  he 
was  but  four  years  old,  the  family  locating  at  Sandusky,  Ohio.  He 
received  a  good  public  school  education  in  Sandusky  and  learned  the 
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trade  of  machinist,  a  vocation  wiiich  lie  followed  for  a  number  of  years 
as  a  journeyman  at  ISandusky.  Being  industrious  and  thrifty,  he  finally 
accumulated  the  means  with  which  to  start  a  machine  shop  of  his  own, 
an  enterprise  that  proved  the  nucleus  for  his  present  success.  At  the 
present  time  his  chief  interest  is  centered  in  the  success  of  the  Ohio 
Motor  Company,  of  which  concern  he  is  secretary. 

George  A.  Schwer  received  his  educational  training  in  the  public 
schools  of  Sandusky,  following  which  he  took  a  course  in  the  Sandusky 
Business  College,  thus  fitting  himself  for  a  business  career.  Pie  had 
inherited  much  of  his  father's  mechanical  ingenuity  and  predilection 
for  machinery,  and  received  his  earliest  business  ti-aining  under  the 
preceptorship  of  the  elder  man.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Ohio  Motor  Company,  where  he  won  steady  and  consistent 
promotion  by  reason  of  his  general  ability  and  faithfulness  to  the  com- 
pany's interests,  and  at  the  time  of  the  organization  and  for  a  number 
of  years  afterward  was  its  vice  president.  During  the  period  of  Mr. 
Schwer's  incumbency  of  that  office  the  company  developed  into  one  of 
the  leading  business  industries  of  Sandusky,  this  conclition  of  affairs 
being  largely  brought  about  through  his  steady  and  unceasing  industry 
and  energetic  effort.  He  still  retains  a  directorship  in  the  Ohio  Motor 
Company,  but  in  April,  1914,  resigned  from  the  vice  presidency,  having 
been  offered  and  accepted  the  positions  of  secretary  and  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Dauch  Manufacturing  Company,  feeling  that  his  interests 
should  not  be  divided.  He  is  president  of  the  Sanitary  Paper  Bottle 
Company,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio;  a  director  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Asso- 
ciation Company,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1913 ;  and  the  treasurer 
and  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Sandusky  Business 
Men's  Association.  Mr.  Schwer  is  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  civic 
pride  and  has  always  been  anxious  to  have  a  hand  in  anything  that 
promises  to  enhance  the  welfare  of  the  city  and  its  people.  He  is 
prominent  in  fraternal  circles,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  Masonry  Mr.  Schwer  has  gone  through 
the  various  degrees  and  branches,  including  the  thirty-second  degree 
Scottish  Rite.  He  belongs  also  to  various  other  fraternal  orders  and  to 
the  United  Commercial  Travelers,  in  which  he  is  past  senior  counselor. 
In  political  matters,  Mr.  Schwer  allows  no  man  or  party  to  dictate  to 
him,  choosing  his  own  candidates  as  he  regards  them  fitted  for  public 
service.  His  judgment  in  this  as  in  other  matters  is  considered  excel- 
lent, he  being  generally  found  supporting  good  men  and  beneficial 
measures. 

Mr.  Schwer  was  married  September  25,  1900,  in  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
to  Miss  Emelia  Ferbach.  of  Sandusky,  and  to  this  union  there  have 
come  two  children:  Wilbert  G.,  who  was  l)orn  August  2,  1902;  and 
George  Albert,  born  December  6,  1907. 

Bert  D.  Smith.  A  high  class  business  man  of  Sandusky  who  has 
won  his  way  from  a  humble  position  to  one  of  marked  prosperity  is  Bert 
D.  Smith,  whose  name  is  especially  familiar  in  the  coal  trade.  Mr.  Smith 
is  still  young,  and  what  he  has  accomplished  in  the  past  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  serves  as  a  reliable  basis  for  judgment  that  his  prosperity  will  be 
all  the  greater  in  the  years  to  come. 

A  native  of  Erie  County,  he  was  born  March  21,  1877,  a  son  of  Wil- 
liam C.  and  Louisa  (Kiinz)  Smith.  His  father  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  Bert  D.  Smith  was  the  third  in  a 
family  of  four  children.  He  was  educated  in  the  grammar  schools  of 
Sandusky,  but  wdien  a  boy  started  out  to  make  his  own  way.  He  learned 
the  barber  trade  under  his  father,  but  after  four  years  in  that  occupation 
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looked  for  sometliing  better.  He  next  became  coUeetor  for  the  Kunz  Coal 
Company,  and  during  the  four  years  iu  that  work  gained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  coal  business.  His  experience  was  increased  by  three 
years  of  employment  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  Detroit,  Michigan,  with  dif- 
ferent coal  companies,  but  in  1900  he  returned  to  Sandusky  and  started 
in  the  coal  trade  for  himself.  His  name  has  been  identified  with  that 
particular  business  in  Sandusky  for  fifteen  years.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  live 
and  energetic  salesman,  and  he  disposes  of  large  quantities  of  coal  every 
year,  and  has  a  very  large  and  extensive  clientele.  He  also  is  a  dealer  in 
and  carries  a  full  and  complete  line  of  builders'  supplies,  and  this  depart- 
ment of  ilr.  Smith's  business  is  steadily  increasing. 

Fraternally  he  is  afiiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  the 
United  Commercial  Travelers.  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Pearl  J.  Bates, 
of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  has  one  son,  J.  Bates  Smith. 

John  T.  Haynes,  M.  D.  The  work  by  which  Doctor  Haynes  has 
become  best  known  in  Erie  County  is  his  service  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century  with  The  Ohio  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Home  of  this  county. 
Doctor  Haynes  became  one  of  the  assistant  surgeons  at  this  institution 
in  the  late  '80s,  and  is  now  chief  surgeon  of  the  hospital.  Doctor  Haynes 
is  a  man  of  very  vigorous  character,  positive  and  forceful,  yet  kindly 
and  benignant  in  his  relations  with  the  old  soldiers  under  his  care,  and 
his  has  been  a  valuable  influence  in  Erie  County  for  many  years. 

He  w-as  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  June  29,  1864,  a  son  of 
Dr.  Moses  H.  and  Sarah  (Hunter)  Haynes.  His  ancestry  goes  back  to 
John  Haynes,  who  was  one  of  the  passengers  on  the  Mayflower  early  in 
the  seventeenth  century.  Other  ancestors  fought  on  the  American  side 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Dr.  Moses  II.  Haynes  was  born  in  Ohio, 
in  1825,  and  his  wife  was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  in  1833. 
Dr.  Moses  H.  Haynes,  who  after  a  long  life  of  useful  activity,  died  at 
Richmond,  Indiana,  October  6,  1907,  had  gi-aduated  from  Oxford  College 
in  this  state  in  1854,  and  from  Miami  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati  in 
1856.  In  1861  he  was  commissioned  an  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  and  later  became  surgeon 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-seventh  Regiment  of  Ohio  Infantry,  and 
continued  with  that  command  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

For  a  great  many  years  after  the  war  he  practiced  at  Seven  Mile  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  finally  gave  up  professional  work  in  1887  and 
after  that  lived  retinnl  in  Riclininnd.  Indiana.  He  was  a  democrat  in 
politics,  took  a  promiiirni  iKirl  in  I  lie  <lrand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
was  a  member  of  \hr  Mcili.-ilisi  ('Imt-cli  and  of  several  of  the  leading 
fraternities.    In  1867  he  mari-icd  for  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Place. 

Dr.  John  T.  Haynes  was  the  youngest  of  his  mother's  children.  His 
sister,  Louella  May,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  David  S.  Schaff, 
son  of  Dr.  Phillip  Schaff,  formerly  of  the  Union  Theological  Seminary 
of  New  York,  while  Rev.  Dr.  David  Schaft'  has  long  been  prominent  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  educational  affairs.  Doctor  Haynes  has  a 
brother.  Earl  P.  Haynes,  who  is  a  well  known  educator. 

The  early  youth  "of  Dr.  John  T.  Haynes  was  spent  in  Butler  County. 
Ohio,  where"  lie  attended  the  public  schools.  When  his  father  removed 
to  Richmond,  Indiana,  he  attemled  Enrlham  College  of  that  city,  and  in 
1889  he  gradixated  J\I.  D.  frmn  1lir  Ali  iiiii  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati. 
For  a  short  time  he  was  conn,  rt..l  with  a  Cincinnati  hospital,  but  soon 
accepted  an  appointment  as  assistant  surgpnu  nf  tlip  Ohio  Soldiers  and 
Sailors  Home  at  Sandusky.  In  August  .if  1S')1  li,.  was  made  chief 
surgeon  of  the  hospital  of  the  Soldiers  iiul  S.iilnis  Home,  and  has  held 
that  position  by  uninterrupted  service  for  twenty  se\en  years. 
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Doctor  Haynes  is  a  republican  in  politics,  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  also  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  attained  the 
thirty-second  degree  in  Scottish  Rite  Masonry.  In  1891  he  married 
Olive  D.  Ashton,  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Ashton  of  Piqua,  Ohio. 
Six  children  were  born  to  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Haynes,  five  sous  and  a 
daughter,  as  follows:  Ashton  II.,  Dorothy  W.,  Leonard  P.,  Paul  T.  and 
Hunter  H.  The  second  child,  John  H.,  died  in  infanc.y.  Doctor  Haynes 
has  been  a  member  of  the  United  States  Board  of  Pension  Examiners  of 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  for  the  past  twenty-five  years. 

J.  J.  Hepburn.  One  of  the  veteran  railroad  men  of  Sandusky,  James 
J.  Hepburn  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century. 

He  was  born  February  24,  1862,  in  Scotland,  and  came  to  America 
in  1880.  He  first  located  at  Lima,  Ohio,  where  he  was  connected  with  the 
Lake  Erie  &  Western  Railroad  as  a  car  builder  in  the  shops  at  Lima,  and 
held  a  position  there  until  September,  1891.  Before  coming  to  this  coun- 
try he  had  served  a  thorough  apprenticeship  in  the  cabinet  maker  "s  trade, 
and  was  thus  thoroughly  qualified  to  become  an  expert  workman  for  the 
railroad  company. 

In  1891  Mr.  Hepburn  became  foreman  of  the  locomotive  department 
and  roundhouse  of  the  Lake  Shore  and  the  Lake  Erie  &  Western  Railroad 
at  Sandusky. 

N.  J.  Hunt.  In  the  commercial  history  of  Sandusky,  and  particularly 
in  the  branch  relating  to  the  coal  industry,  the  name  of  N.  J.  Hunt  has 
appeared  prominently  since  1879.  At  various  times  he  has  been  connected 
with  coal  concerns  of  prominence  in  the  city,  and  now  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing merchants  in  this  line  as  head  of  the  firm  of  Hunt  &  Weis,  wholesale 
and  retail  dealers.  Few  men  have  better  records  for  straightforward 
business  conduct  and  for  success  gained  without  animosity. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  June  10,  1862,  and  is  a  son 
of  W.  B.  Hunt.  His  father,  a  native  of  England,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  his  parents  in  1851,  taking  u]>  his  residence  at  Sandusky, 
where  he  subsequently  became  a  leading  tiunn'  in  Imth  Imsinrss  mid  pub- 
lie  life.  He  was  known  as  one  of  the  iiKist  piiuniiMnl  .iml  Midcssrul  of 
the  city's  veterinary  surgeons  and  for  over  twenty  years  was  i)n'sci-i]ition 
clerk  in  the  drug  business  of  J.  H.  Emmerick.  Politically  a  stanch  repub- 
lican, he  took  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  civic  affairs,  devoting  much  of 
his  energy  and  abilities  to  the  promotion  of  movements  and  enterprises 
for  till'  i>iililic  wcltare.  Elected  mayoi-  of  the  city,  he  served  with  such 
ability  ami  laitli tuhiess  that  he  succeeded  himself  twice,  and  his  entire 
administi-a1i(in  was  marked  by  progress  and  the  innovation  of  sound  and 
practical  measures  for  the  city's  good.  He  died  in  1913,  at  an  advanced 
age,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  second  of  his  parents'  children.  N.  J.  Hunt  was  given  his  educa- 
tion in  the  pulilic  scIkkiIs  of  Sandusky,  and  i-cccived  his  business  training 
under  the  practical  |H-ccc])tiirshi|)  ol'  liis  father.  He  was  only  twenty 
years  of  age  wlicn  he  cnti'i'cd  ujion  a  cai'eer  that  has  since  brought  him 
position  and  prosperity,  at  that  time  embarking  in  the  coal  business  with 
C.  M.  Thorpe.  During  the  years  that  followed  he  was  interested  either 
as  an  official  or  an  employe  in  a  number  of  the  leading  eoal  concerns  of 
the  city,  and  subsequently  became  owner  by  absorption  of  the  different 
partnerships,  the  companies  either  selling  out  or  suspending  business. 
Among  these  may  be  mentioned  such  firms  as  Worley  Brothers  &  Smith 
and  the  Worley  Coal  Company.  In  1897  Mr.  Hunt  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  C.  N.  Weis  in  the  founding  of  the  present  concern  of  Hunt  & 
Weis,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  eoal  and  ice,  with  retail  yards  on 
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Railroad  Street  between  Wayne  and  Hancock  streets,  and  fuel  docks  on 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  Big  Four  and  Beiiusylvania  railroads,  and  office 
and  yard  on  Railroad  Street,  between  Wayiu'  and  Hancock  streets.  This 
business  has  been  developed  into  one  ot  tJie  largest  in  Erie  County, 
through  the  judgment,  energy  and  foresight  of  its  chief  executive  officer, 
who  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  trade  in  Ohio.  Mr.  Hunt  is 
capable  of  close  and  prolonged  application  and  has  executive  and  or- 
ganizing talents  of  a  very  high  order  that  tit  him  for  planning  and 
prosecuting  enterprises  of  vast  magnitude.  He  has  entered  into  the 
founding  and  promotion  of  ventures  outside  of  the  immediate  tield  of 
his  business,  and  is  at  this  time  treasurer  of  the  Peninsular  Steamboat 
Company  of  Sandusky.  In  all  of  the  great  enterprises  which  liave  inter- 
ested  the  people  of   Sandusky — patriotic,   benevolent,   educational   and 

philanthrojjie — he  has  taken  a  deep  interest  and  at  the  same  ti has 

been  a  lil)eral  contributor  toward  such  projects.  As  a  Jiatiinalist.  he 
belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  to  tlie  Kniglits  ol'  the 
Maccabees,  and  to  the  United  Commercial  Travelers  of  Ohio,  as  well  as 
to  other  orders.  In  political  matters  he  unswervingly  supports  the 
principles  of  the  repulilicau  nT'ganization. 

On  October  4,  iSM.  in  Iv  ie  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Hunt  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  .Minnie  Mathews,  of  this  county,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Roland  H.,  born  July  23,  1888: 
and  Harold  N.,  born  Decendx'r  2H,  1889. 

W.  E.  GuERiN,  Jr.  In  the  legal  profession  there  is  no  more  difficult 
field  than  that  which  deals  with  corporation  law.  The  successful  \n-w- 
titioner  in  this  branch  of  jurisprudence  must  not  alone  be  a  }ii-oa<l  ami 
thorough  master  of  his  vocation,  Imt  a  business  man  of  acnteiiess  and 
foresight,  for  his  is  the  field  of  practical  law  in  which  I'act  and  lo<jic  are 
given  prestige  over  theory  and  orator^-.  One  of  the  most  cap:ilile  among 
the  corporation  lawyers  of  the  Brie  County  bar  is  W.  E.  (iueiin,  Jr..  the 
representative  of  large  business  interests  at  Sandusky  and  elsewhere 
and  the  organizer  of  a  number  of  important  industries. 

Mr.  Guerin  was  born  November  24,  1871,  at  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  E.  and  Martha  E.  (Reynolds)  Guerin.  His  father 
still  survives  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  making  his  home  at  Port- 
land, Oregon.  The  eldest  of  a  family  of  four  children,  W^.  E.  Guerin. 
Jr.,  received  his  early  education  in  tlie  public  schools  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
whence  the  family  had  removed  when  he  was  a  child,  and  later  entered 
the  Ohio  State  University,  where  he  completed  his  literary  eourse.  He 
next  became  a  student  of  the  law  department  of  Cornell  University. 
from  which  he  was  duly  graduated,  and  in  1893,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  For  IV2  .years  he  practiced  at  the  capital 
city  and  then  came  to  Sandusky  and  became  a  member  of  the  law  firm 
of  Peeke  &  Guerin,  a  partnership  which  lasted  only  for  a  short  time, 
Mr.  Guerin  withdrawing  to  become  connected  in  partnership  with  ^Ir. 
Hull,  under  the  firm  style  of  Hull  &  Guerin.  This  .•oniliination  was 
dissolved  when  Mr.  Hull  was  appointed  to  a  place  on  tlie  Connnon  Pleas 
bench,  and  Mr.  Guerin  then  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Wickham, 
Guerin  &  French.  The  senior  partner  of  this  concern  was  a  native  of 
Norwalk,  Ohio,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  one  of  the  most  able  and 
distinguished  lawyers  of  Northern  Ohio.  In  1900  the  firm  was  dissolved, 
Mr.  Guerin  then  joining  Jaidge  E.  B.  King,  as  King  &  Guerin.  Since 
1912  Mr.  Guerin  has  been  engaged  in  practice  alone,  and  his  fertility  of 
resource  and  vigor  of  professional  treatment  have  continued  to  aid  him 
in  his  progress  to  professional  reputation  and  the  attainment  of  a  large 
legal  business.  He  has  been  a  factor  in  the  uplmiMinu  of  Sandusky  as 
one  of  the  promoters  and  organizers  of  numerous  busiuess  enterprises 
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and  from  their  inception  has  contiuiiod  to  aet  as  their  legal  representa- 
tive, being  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Sandusky  Foundry 
Machine  Company.  He  belongs  likewise  to  the  Chi  Psi  fraternity,  to 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  to  the  Masons,  in 
which  he  is  a  Shriner  and  hns  ;itt:iiiii'd  thr  thirty-scmnd  Scottish  Rite 
degree.  His  social  conniM-tiniis  include  mciiilirrsliip  in  Ihc  (.'Icveland 
Athletic  Club  and  the  Sunyendcand  Cluli.  While  .Mr.  Cuerin  has  been  a 
professional  man  rather  than  a  politician  or  participant  in  public  life, 
he  served  Erie  County  capably  as  a  representative  in  the  Seventy-fifth 
General  Assembly  of  Ohio.  With  his  family,  he  belongs  to  the  Congre- 
gational Church. 

Mr.  Guerin  was  married  March  7.  181)5,  to  Mi.ss  Alice  Greenleaf,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter:  Mary  Ban- 
croft, born  July  10,  1897,  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  sophomore  class 
of  Smith  College,  Northampton,  Massachusetts. 

C.  L.  Wagner.  In  the  City  of  Sandusky  where  he  was  reared  and 
has  spent  practically  all  his  life,  C.  L.  Wagner  has  a  record  of  progressive 
success  in  business  affairs.  From  a  clerkship  he  has  risen  to  a  place 
where  he  is  a  controlling  factor  in  the  pi*iucipal  concern  handling  ice 
on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

Though  his  home  has  nearly  always  been  in  Sandusky  C.  L.  Wagner 
was  born  in  Cleveland,  October  24,  1852.  His  father,  Julius  Wagner, 
was  born  in  Germany.  He  came  to  Sandusky  in  1849,  and  as  a  car 
builder  and  .ioiner  by  trade  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  for  fifteen  years.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Raymond  and 
of  their  family  of  six  children  three  are  still  living. 

The  oldest  in  the  family,  C.  L.  Wagner  received  his  education  and 
early  training  in  the  public  schools  of  Sandusky  and  at  home.  For  six 
.years  he  worked  as  a  clerk  in  a  local  store,  and  there  laid  the  foundation 
of  a  sound  business  experience.  After  that  he  was  a  salesman  for  ten 
years  in  the  retail  dry  goods  house  of  Zerbe  &  Company,  and  then 
entered  merchandising  for  himself,  in  the  partnership  of  Wagner,  Powers 
&  Bradbeck.  When  this  company  sold  oiit  he  continued  for  himself  in 
the  carpet  business  up  to  1885. 

In  that  year  Mr.  Wagner  organized  the  Wagner  Bros.  Wholesale  & 
Retail  Ice  Company.  This  subsequently  became  the  Wagner  Lake  Ice 
Compan.y,  with  Sir.  W^agner  as  president  and  general  manager.  The 
Imsiness  has  a  record  of  fifty  years  behind  it,  having  been  estal)lished 
in  1865  and  incorporated  in  1888.  The  storage  capacity  is  said  to  be 
the  largest  around  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  AVhile  the  business 
started  on  the  basis  of  handling,  storing  and  distributing  lake  ice,  its 
development  sub.sequentl.v  included  the  handling  of  coal,  builders 
material  of  all  kinds,  and  the  concern  was. both  wholesale  and  retail. 
But  in  1906  this  company  was  consolidated  with  several  others  into,  the 
Interstate  Ice  Company,  which  was  later  taken  over  by  the  City  Ice 
Delivery  Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Wagner  is  general 
manager  of  the  wholesale  department.  The  business  is  now  a  part  of  a 
large  organization  witli  its  main  offices  in  Cleveland,  but  Mr.  Wagner 
remained  as  general  manager  of  the  wliole.sale  business  at  Sandusky  and 
Michigan.  Thus  Mr.  Wagner  has  had  a  thoroughly  successful  business 
career,  and  together  with  that  record  has  exhibited  a  public  spirited 
generosity  in  belialf  of  cvcrvlhing  thai   would  [.roniotc  tlic  welfare  of  his 


Edw.\rd  C.  Walsh.  In  Sandusk.\-  and  elsewhere  in  Northern  Ohio 
might  be  found  man.y  conspicuous  examples  of  the  work  done  by  the 
brick  contracting  firm  of  Walsh  Brothers,  the  leading  firm  of  its  kind 
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in  Sandusky,  with  fully  thirty  yeai-s  of  succcssriil  rxisicnci-.  JJotli 
brothers  are  thoroughly  capable  men,  have  splcuilni  h-i-lnuraL  prepara- 
tion for  their  trade,  and  their  success  is  of  a  diaiMetiT  that  can  be 
readily  demonsti'afcd  li>-  brief  inspection  of  their  work. 

liorn  Novciiiliri-  :;.  ]:<,{),  in  Sandusky,  Edward  G.  Walsh  is  a  son  oT 
Patrick  and  Sarah  lifiuii'v)  Walsh.  His  father  was  born  in  Ireland 
and  came  to  America  in  1846,  spending  one  year  in  Schenectady,  New 
York,  and  then  coming  to  Sandusky.  He  was  a  stone  mason  by  trade, 
and  followed  that  vocation  throughout  his  entire  career.  He  died  in 
1873.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Erie  County,  and  as  a  stone 
mason  he  had  to  work  in  those  early  days  for  wages  as  low  as  50  cents 
a  day.  In  1853  he  moved  west  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Decorah,  and  he 
remained  there  until  1873,  when  he  retunied  to  Sandusky,  where  he 
died  shortly  afterward. 

Of  three  children  the  only  sui'vivors  are  Edward  6.  Walsh  and  his 
brother,  Michael  H.  "Walsli.  These  brothers  formed  a  partnership  in 
1885  as  Walsh  Brothers,  and  Ihey  have  been  associated  in  business 
affairs  ever  since.  Aliehael  II.  Walsh  was  horn  October  'J.  1S.')8,  in 
Decorah,  Iowa.  He  married  JMiss  Alice  Couley  df  Siiuilnsky.  Ohio, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Mary,  a  student  in  the  SaiKbi.vky  lliuli  S,liool. 
Michael  li.  "Walsh  is  a  inember  of  the  Knights  of  ( 'ohiinbiis  and  ( 'atholie 
Order  of  Foresters,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  City  Council 
two  terms.     He  is'  a  staunch  democrat  in  polities. 

At  sixteen  years  of  age  Edward  Li.  Walsh  began  learning  the  trade 
of  brick  layer,  aud  his  brother  took  iip  the  trade  about  the  same  time. 
They  have  done  much  of  the  finest  brick  work  in  Sandusky.  They 
constructed  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  Building,  the  Kingsbury-West  Block,  the 
James  D.  Lea  Building  at  the  corner  of  Market  and  Wayne  streets, 
the  No.  1  Engine  IIou.se,  the  St.  Paul  and  St.  Peter  School  Building, 
better  known  as  the  Father  Lidley  Memoi-ial  Hall  and  School  Building, 
and  many  other  structures  that  might  be  pointed  out  in  every  section 
of  the  city. 

Mr.  Walsh  is  a.  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  the  Catholic  Oi-der  of  Forestei'S,  is  a  democrat  in  politics 
and  has  served  on  thi-  Sandusky  Board  of  Education  for  four  year.s. 

He  was  married  January  ;•.  1877,  in  Erie  County  to  Miss  Ann  Kelley. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  their  union,  luit  the  four  now  living  are 
Edward  P.,  Michael  A.,  Henry  and  Desmonil. 

LoRENz  ZoEBACii.  One  of  the  oldest  and  most  successful  building 
contractors  of  Sandusky  is  Lorenz  Zorbach.  His  home  has  been  in  that 
city  for  more  than  thirty  veal's.  A  large  list  of  important  structures 
might  be  drawn  up  to  specify  to  liis  skill  and  I'esnnrees  as  a  business 
man.     He  is  one  of  Sandusky's  ninsi   substam  ial  and  esteiiiii>d  citizens. 

Born  March  28,  1852,  in  Germany  lie  came  to  America  in  1882  at 
the  age  of  thirty  years,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  one  son.  He 
located  at  Sandusky,  and  here  exercised  the  art  which  he  had  acquired 
as  a  young  man  in  Germany,  as  a  .iourneyman  carpenter.  He  followed 
the  trade  as  a  .iourneyman  actively  for  ten  years,  and  in  1892  started 
out  for  himself  as  a  building  contractor.  Since  then  in  twenty-three 
years  he  has  constructed  some  of  the  most  substantial  public  and  private 
buildings  of  the  city,  A  few  that  might  be  mentioned  are  the  Seventh 
Ward  addition  to  the  school  building;  the  Boeckling  Building  on  Colum- 
bus Avenue:  the  Woodword  Building  and  the  Frank  I'esidence  on 
Adams  Street,  Seven  beautiful  residences  on  Central  Avenue  with 
many  others  of  like  construction  testify  also  to  his  work. 

Mr.  Zorbach  is  a  repiiblican.     On  February  12,  1877.  he  married 
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Miss  Wilhelmiiia  Bentz.     To  their  iiiai'riage  iuive  beeu  bom  tlie  foUovv- 
iug  cliildren:     William,  Jolui,  Frank  and  Helen. 

GoDPRED  Oi'PLiNGEK.  Any  mau  who  has  accomplished  as  much  as 
Godfred  Oppliuger  since  he  came  to  the  United  States  a  little  more  than 
thirty  years  ago  has  a  just  cause  for  pride.  At  his  beautiful  little 
farmstead  in  Vei-milion  Township  he  is  now  living  with  most  of  his 
children  grown  to  useful  manhood  and  womauliood,  and  has  surrounded 
himself  with  everything  to  make  life  comfortable  and  enjoyable. 

He  is  a  representative  of  the  sturdy  Swiss  people  who  in  considerable 
numbers  have  helped  to  make  Erie  County  what  it  is  today."  He  was 
born  in  Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  January  1,  1859.  The  family  has 
lived  in  Switzerland  for  many  generations.  His  grandfather  was  Fritz, 
Sr.,  and  his  father  also  bore  the  name  of  Fritz  or  Fred.  The  grandfather 
spent  all  his  days  in  Canton  Berne,  and  Fred  Opplinger  was  also  reared 
in  the  same  district.  He  learned  the  trade  of  tinsmith  and  became  a 
master  of  his  trade  and  in  that  way  he  provided  for  his  family.  He  died 
in  his  native  canton  at  the  age  of  forty-five  in  1861.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  had  children  named  Jolin.  FnMlcrick  and  Mai-ian,  all  of  whom 
died  in  Canton  Berne.  For  his  .simohiI  wile  he  married  Anna  Bartschte 
of  the  same  canton.  They  had  been  bmii  and  reared  in  the  Village  of 
Buchholterbach.  Long  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  and  after 
her  marriage  to  Jacob  Both,  when  she  was  sixty  years  of  age,  she  came 
to  the  United  States,  and  she  died  near  the  home  of  her  son  Godfred 
in  Vermilion  Township  in  1908  at  the  auv  (if  aliout  seventy-eight.  Jacob 
Roth,  her  second  husband,  is  .still  living  tin  iv  at  the  age  of  past  seventy. 
AH  the  family  were  members  of  the  lu-fuiiiicil  Chui-ch. 

Godfred  Opplinger  had  only  one  full  brotlier.  Christian.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  and  died  at  Lakewood  near  Cleveland,  and  his 
widow  and  seven  children  are  still  living  there.  Godfred  Opplinger 
grew  up  in  Switzerland,  and  was  cilucated  in  both  the  French  and  Ger- 
man tongues.  When  he  was  Iw.nty-lliree  years  of  age  he  married  there 
Miss  Anna  B.  Fuhcr.  Slu-  \\as  Imhii  in  the  same  viljage  as  her  husband 
on  July  17,  1860.  Her  iiaicnts.  Cliristian  and  Anna  (Benkli)  Fuher, 
were  natives  of  Canton  P>fi'iif  and  fai-ming  people  there.  Her  father 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-tlni'c  and  In^r  mother  at  sixty-five. 

In  young  inanhdnd  (lodrrcil  ( )|i|ilino-er  followed  the  trade  of  cheese 
maker,  for  which  the  Swiss  aiv  lanious.  After  his  marriage  he  took 
up  various  tMn;ili)\ mrnts.  ami  in  l.^Sl  lie  brought  his  little  family  to  the 
United  States,  locating  in  Cleveland,  and  a  year  later  moved  to  South 
Amhurst,  where  he  found  work  in  a  stone  quarry  for  eight  years.  He 
returned  to  Cleveland  for  one  year,  and  in  1900  came  to  Vermilion 
Township  where  he  invested  his  I'artd'nlly  ai-runnilated  savings  in  a  farm 
of  twenty-five  acres.  He  has  siiu'c  thm  .  iTrcted  a  number  of  improve- 
ments and  now  has  a  productive  and  pidlitalile  small  fruit  farm,  devoted 
to  fill'  smallci'  fi-uits,  with  about  an  acre  of  grapes. 

Wiiilr  liis  y.ai-s  have  been  filled  with  the  cares  and  responsibilities 
I'onnrctiMl  with  gaining  a  living  and  providing  properly  for  his  children, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Opplinger  have  now  reached  a  period  of  life  when  they 
can  take  things  somewhat  leisurely.  Of  the  nine  children  that  were  born 
into  their  home,  two  are  deceased,  Emma  and  Ferdinand.  Of  those 
still  living  a  brief  record  is  as  follows :  Rose  is  the  wife  of  William 
Crumm,  a  railroad  conductor  living  at  Collinwood,  and  they  have  chil- 
dren named  Etta,  Bonnabell  and  Mildred,  while  by  a  former  marriage 
to  Charles  Newman  she  had  tw-o  children  named  Charles  and  Dorothy. 
Frederick,  the  oldest  living  son.  lives  in  Lorain,  where  he  is  a  piano 
dealer  and  ho  married  Irene  Nichols.  Fredia  is  the  wife  of  Martin 
Schuster,  a  farmer  of  Vermilion  Towusliip,  and  their  children  are  Luclla. 
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Ruth,  Esther  and  Ray.  Flora  and  Fannie,  twins,  are  now  grown  women, 
the  former  being  the  wife  of  Asa  Broughtou,  while  Miss  Fannie  is  still 
at  home.  Ida  has  completed  her  edueation  in  the  public  schools  and 
is  at  home,  and  the  youngest  child,  Edward,  is  still  a  member  of  the 
home  circle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Opplinger  are  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  democrat. 

Sidney  Frohman.  Thirty-five  years  old,  Sidney  Frohman  has  in  a 
l)rief  career  made  as  good  use  of  his  talents  and  opportunities  as  probably 
any  other  young  business  man  of  Sandusky.  He  is  now  officially  identi- 
fied with  some  half  dozen  active  industries  and  business  concerns,  and 
is  one  of  the  young  men  of  distinctive  leadership  in  the  city. 

Born  January  2,  1881,  in  Sandusky,  he  is  a  son  of  David  and  Rachael 
(Straus)  Fi-ohman,  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  late  David 
Frohman,  who  came  to  America  some  time  in  the  '50s,  lived  the  rest  of 
his  career  in  Sandusky,  and  became  a  successful  manufacturer  and  also 
took  a  leading  part  in  civic  affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  city  council 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  especially  active  in  the  Order  of  the 
Odd  Fellows,  and  filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  Uniform  Rank  of  that 
fraternity. 

Tlie  youngest  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  Sidney  Frohman  received 
his  early  (■(hicatinn  in  the  public  schools  of  Sandusky  and  in  1901  grad- 
uated fi-(iiii  the  SMiidusky  Business  College.  Just  fifteen  years  ago  he 
started  liis  liusiiirss  can-er  as  clerk  in  the  Peoples  Electric  Railway,  and 
from  that  he  became  freight  agent  for  the  Sandusky,  Milan  &  Norwalk 
Electric  Railway.  For  one  year  he  was  secretary  to  R.  E.  Danfoi-th, 
general  manager  of  the  Lake  Shore  Electric  Railroad  Company.  For 
eight  years  he  was  secretary  of  the  Sandusky  Foundry  &  Machine  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  one  of  the  original 
directors. 

In  1910  jMr.  Frohman  became  treasurer  of  the  Hinde  &  Dauch  Paper 
Company,  and  in  the  past  five  or  six  years  has  rapidly  accumulated  busi- 
ness interests  in  various  lines.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Dauch  Manufac- 
turing Company;  president  of  the  Frohman  Chemical  Company;  vice 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Sanitary  Paper  Bottle  Company ;  treasurer 
of  the  Riverside  Orchard  Company  at  Payette,  Idaho ;  and  a  director  in 
the  American  Paper  Bottle  Company  of  Philadelphia.  He  is  also  a 
director  of  the  American  Paper  &  Pulp  Association  of  New  York  and 
director  of  the  Con-ugated  Fibre  Company,  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  Frater- 
nally he  is  much  interested  in  Masonic  affairs,  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Scottish  Rite,  a  Shriner,  and  is  a  director  in  the  Masonic  Temple  Asso- 
ciation of  Sandusky.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  He  belongs  to  the 
Federated  Commercial  Club  of  Sandusky,  the  Sunyendeand  Club,  the 
Sandusky  Golf  Club,  and  the  Sandusky  Yacht  Club.  On  April  27,  1905, 
he  married  Miss  Elnora  Dauch. 

George  H.  DeWitt.  For  a  great  many  years  the  name  DeWitt  has 
been  prominently  associated  with  the  financial  affairs  and  public  utilities 
of  Sandusky  and  Erie  County.  George  H.  DeWitt  was  for  many  years 
an  active  factor  in  the  pioneer  interurban  line  of  Ohio,  between  San- 
dusky and  Milan  and  Norwalk.  He  is  now  living  retired,  but  in  his 
former  years  has  effected  much  that  is  permanent  in  Sandusky 's  business 
life. 

A  native  of  Erie  County,  he  was  born  February  24,  1847,  a  son  of 
W.  H.  and  Hannah  (Buck)  DeWitt.  W.  H.  DeWitt  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  and  his  wife  in  Pennsylvania.  He  came  to  Erie  County  in  1830 
and  was  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  at  Sandusky,  which  was  tlien  a 
very  small  hamlet.  His  first  enterprise  there  was  farming,  but  later  he 
became  a  building  contractor  and  still  later  bought  a  brick  yard  and 
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mauufaetured  brick  until  withiu  a  sliort  time  of  liis  duatli.  lie  was  a 
citizen  of  integrity  and  of  uuimpeaehable  liouor,  and  stood  very  higii 
iu  all  the  relations  of  a  long  and  busy  lifetime.  He  died  in  19U1.  He 
was  a  devout  iiethodist  and  worshipped  in  that  faith  all  his  career  from 
childhood. 

Of  the  three  children  iu  the  family,  George  H.  DeWitt  is  one  of  the 
two  now  surviving.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  San- 
dusky, but  at  the  age  of  fifteen  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  and 
worked  as  a  clerk  in  a  diy  goods  store  and  still  later  followed  the  same 
line  of  business  for  himself  at  Salem,  Ohio.  He  continued  a  merchant 
there  for  six  years  and  then  returning  to  Sandusky  became  identified 
with  the  old  horse  car  street  railway.  Perhaps  as  much  as  any  individual 
he  helped  to  develop  Sandusky's  traction  interests.  He  was  a  director 
in  the  old  Sandusky  Street  Railway,  and  afterwards  became  associated 
with  others  iu  the  People  "s  Electric  Street  Railway,  which  built  and 
installed  the  electric  line  running  out  to  the  Soldiers  Home.  Still  later 
he  was  one  of  the  prime  factors  in  the  building  of  the  interurban  line 
known  as  the  Sandusky,  Milan  &  Norwalk,  which  was  the  pioneer  elec- 
tric interui-ban  line  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  After  the  road  was  constructed 
and  the  company  thoroughly  organized  he  became  its  president  and 
manager,  and  he  held  that  ofticial  position  for  eight  years  until  the  prop- 
erty was  sold  to  parties  outside  of  Sandusky.  Since  then  he  has  lived 
largely  retired,  and  spends  his  time  looking  after  his  private  interests. 

Mr.  DeWitt  has  always  been  a  i^ublic  spirited  and  unselfish  citizen 
and  willing  to  work  for  the  best  interests  of  Sandusky  in  every  way. 
He  has  given  his  time  and  energy  to  the  promotion  of  a  number  of 
business  enterprises,  and  has  been  highly  pi-osperous.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Sunyendeand  Club. 

On  October  10,  1876,  he  married  Miss  Fannie  A.  Summers  of  Salem, 
Ohio.  Their  two  children  are  Helen,  born  in  October,  1880;  and  Lucy, 
born  in  October,  1885.  Helen  is  now  Mrs.  August  Kuebeler,  Jr.,  of 
Sandusky,  and  Lucy  is  Mrs.  George  McCune  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  mother  of  two  children,  Clodagh  and  Pargny. 

Chas.  p.  Caldwell.  Probably  no  other  man  in  Saudu.sky  has  a 
wider  range  of  acquaintance  among  the  leading  public  men  of  Ohio  and 
the  nation,  covering  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years,  than  Chas.  P.  Cald- 
w^ell.  Mr.  Caldwell  has  had  a  versatile  career,  was  in  the  newspaper 
Imsiness  for  many  years,  and  for  over  twenty  years  has  been  a  United 
States  custom  ofificial  at  Sandusky. 

Born  January  27.  1852,  in  Bristol,  Ohio,  he  is  a  son  of  Eben  E.  and 
Harriet  D.  (Cox)  Caldwell.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  moved  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  engaged  in  the 
industry  of  raising  blooded  horses.  Then  prior  to  the  war  he  went 
South,  purchased  several  plantations  and  began  the  raising  of  cotton 
on  an  extensive  scale  and  with  the  typical  enterprise  and  thrift  of  a 
northern  man.  He  had  his  interests  in  several  localities  of  the  South, 
but  after  the  war,  in  1868,  he  located  in  Cleveland  and  bought  two 
lake  steamers  which  he  employed  in  shipping  wheat  from  Duluth.  He 
was  in  the  grain  business  for  ten  years,  and  after  his  retirement  spent 
his  time  quietly  at  his  country  home  in  Trumbull  CountJ^ 

The  only  child  of  liis  parents,  Chas.  P.  Caldwell  was  given  all  the 
oj)portunities  and  advantages  wliich  a  growing  l)oy  could  utilize.  He 
attended  school  in  Montgomery,  Alaliama,  and  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
finished  his  education  in  Iliram  College  in  Ohio.  While  in  college  he 
became  acquainted  with  many  men  then  or  subsequently  noted  in  public 
life.  One  of  these  was  James  A.  Garfield,  later  president  of  the  United 
States.     Mr.  Garfield,  as  is  well  known,  was  connected  with  the  faoultv 
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of  Hiram  College  for  a  number  of  years,  and  Mr.  Caldwell  was  one  of 
ills  pupils.  In  after  years  iie  formed  a  close  personal  acquaintance  with 
Garneid  and  also  witli  McKiiiley,  Roosevelt  and  Taft.  All  these  presi- 
dents reposed  utmost  connaence  in  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  gave  him  the 
otticial  positions  which  he  has  held  at  various  times.  Eor  many  years 
he  was  correspondent  and  in  other  ways  identitied  with  newspapers, 
and  this  work  brought  him  into  contact  with  the  leading  men  all  over 
the  country.  In  I8y2  he  was  appointed  a  United  States  customs  officer 
in  SandusKy,  and  lias  continuously  held  that  oflice  down  to  the  present 
time. 

Gottlieb  F.  H.vuff.  I'robably  no  citizen  in  Erie  County  could  sur- 
pass in  enterprise  and  solid  industry  those  who  came  to  this  county  from 
Germany  or  are  of  German  parentage.  A  number  of  those  who  are 
natives  of  this  county  and  of  this  substantial  element  in  the  second  or 
third  generation  have  inherited  the  solid  virtues  of  their  ancestors,  and 
have  combined  w-ith  those  a  certain  progressiveness  and  public  spirit 
that  make  them  most  admirable  American  citizens  and  valuable  factors 
in  their  respective  communities. 

Of  this  class  is  Gottlieb  F.  Hauff,  a  young  farmer  and  stock  raiser 
of  Vermilion  Township.  His  home  is  near  Mittewanga,  where  he  owns 
the  old  family  homestead,  on  which  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He 
has  owned  this  place  since  1913,  and  has  surrounded  himself  with  many 
of  the  comforts  and  the  modern  facilities  for  carrying  on  agricultural 
entei'prise  with  the  highest  degree  of  profit  and  a  minimum  of  incon- 
venience. He  and  his  wife  have  a  good  six-room  house  and  plenty  of 
farm  buildings  to  meet  the  requirements  of  their  farm.  The  place  is 
well  stocked,  and  its  fields  are  very  productive.  The  broad  acres  produce 
crops  of  all  the  staples  for  which  Erie  County  is  noted,  and  in  yield 
some  of  Mr.  Hauff 's  acres  are  unexcelled. 

Mr.  Hauff  was  born  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  has  spent  here  all 
his  active  career.  He  made  his  own  start  in  the  world,  and  having 
shown  himself  capable  of  independent  work,  he  steadily  prospered  and 
enjoyed  increasing  confidence  in  the  ej'es  of  his  neighbors,  and  is  now 
well  settled,  having  bought  his  present  place  from  his  father.  Christian 
Hauff,  a  prominent  Erie  County  citizen,  to  whom  reference  is  made  on 
other  pages  of  this  work. 

On  November  1,  1911,  at  Huron,  Ohio,  Gottlieb  P.  Hauff  married 
Miss  Anna  M.  Bartzen.  She  was  born  in  Huron  March  24,  1892,  and 
received  her  education  in  that  town.  Her  parents  were  Peter  and  Mar- 
garet (Ellenz)  Bartzen.  Her  father  was  born  in  Bitenburg,  Germany, 
in  1864,  and  is  of  mingled  German  and  French  stock.  He  came  to 
America  when  a  very  young  man,  making  the  voyage  by  steamship,  and 
after  settling  in  Huron  he  married  a  young  woman  from  Perkins  Town- 
ship. Peter  Bartzen  died  April  16,  1914.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  a  man  whose  industry  and  integrity  commended  him  to  the  eon- 
fidenee  of  a  large  community  of  friends.  His  wife  passed  away  Decem- 
ber 12,  1905,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  Both  were  members  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church  and  in  politics  he  was  a  republican.  Peter  Bartzen  was 
a  son  of  Nicholas  and  Margaret  Bartzen,  who  spent  their  lives  in  Ger- 
many. Nicholas  was  seventy-nine  when  he  died  and  his  wife  was  forty- 
five,  she  having  passed  away  when  her  son  Peter  was  five  years  of  age. 
In  earlier  generations  of  the  Bartzen  family  their  religion  was  that  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  Nicholas  Bartzen  was  also  a  blacksmith,  and  he 
taught  his  son  Peter  that  trade.  Mrs.  Hauff  is  one  of  nine  children, 
five  of  whom  are  still  living,  and  all  married  but  one. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hauff  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Harvey  G., 
born  September  16,  1912 ;  and  Christian  Gilbert,  born  October  4,  1915. 
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Mr.  Ilauff  is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church  while  his  wife  belougs 
to  the  Evangelical  Association.     In  politics  he  is  independent. 

E.  B.  AcKLEY.  Sandusky  has  for  many  years  been  greatly  indebted 
to  the  services  of  E.  B.  Ackley  as  a  leader  in  musical  affairs.  He  has 
been  a  i-esident  of  that  city  more  than  twenty  years  and  has  done  much 
to  extend  the  appreciation  of  good  music  throughout  the  city. 

Born  November  1,  1871,  in  Illinois,  Mr.  Ackley  developed  his  musical 
talent  by  home  study  and  much  diligent  practice,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  has  been  actively  identified  in  some  official  way  with  musical 
affairs.  In  1893  he  came  to  Sandusky,  having  been  engaged  as  -a  director 
of  music  at  Cedar  Point,  and  he  also  became  musical  instructor  for  the 
Sandusky  Band.  This  band  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  classed  as 
one  of  the  most  popular  bands  in  the  state.  For  the  past  twelve  years 
Mr.  Ackley  has  conducted  a  business  of  his  own,  one  of  the  most  per- 
fectly equipped  billiard  halls  in  the  city,  containing  twelve  tables. 

He  is  now  instructor  of  the  High  School  Orchestra  in  the  Sandusky 
city  schools,  and  donates  his  services  to  that  work  as  a  matter  of  civic 
duty.  Mr.  Ackley  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  affiliated 
as  follows:  Perseverance  Lodge,  No.  329,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Sandusky  Chap- 
ter, No.  72,  R.  A.  M.;  Sandusky  Council,  No.  26,  R.  A.  S.  M. ;  Erie 
Commandery,  No.  23,  K.  T. ;  and  with  Scottish  Rite,  Fourteenth  Degree, 
Valley  of  Toledo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  Council  United 
Commercial  Travelers,  is  president  of  the  A.  F.  of  M.,  and  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican. 
In  1904  he  married  Miss  Ida  Prohman  of  Sandusky. 

August  W.  Nieding.  In  his  work  as  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower,  in 
his  public  spirited  relationship  to  all  community  affaii-s,  and  in  his 
standing  at  home  and  abroad,  August  W.  Nieding  is  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Vermilion  Township,  and  occupies  a  beau- 
tiful small  estate  near  Joppa  Corners  on  Rural  Route  No.  2.  For  years 
he  was  steadily  engaged  in  agricultural  affairs,  but  in  recent  years  has 
advanced  in  prosperity  to  the  extent  that  he  can  relax  some  of  his 
strenuous  toil. 

He  was  born  in  the  Village  of  Vermilion  November  23,  1856,  a  son 
of  George  and  Ann  C.  (Meister)  Nieding.  His  parents  were  both  born 
in  Kurhessen,  Germany,  the  father  in  1831  and  the  mother  in  1832. 
They  were  of  old  German  families.  George  Nieding 's  father  was  a  well 
to  do  German  farmer.  George  was  still  "only  a  boy,  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years  old,  when  his  father  died,  and  liis  mother  married  a  Mr.  Conrad 
Heier,  and  both  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  in  Germany.  George  was 
the  oldest  son.  Owing  to  a  misunderstanding  with  his  step-father  when 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  left  his  native  land  and  immigrated 
to  the  United  States.  He  was  forty-two  days  in  making  the  voyage  by 
sailing  vessel  from  Bremen  to  New  York  City.  He  came  on  west  as 
far  as  Cleveland,  and  there  got  work  at  the  trade  of  shoemaking,  which 
he  had  learned  back  in  Germany.  Prom  Cleveland  he  went  to  Brown- 
helm  Township  in  Lorain  County,  and  for  four  or  five  years  worked  on 
a  farm  and  as  a  butcher.  He  was  married  in  the  City  of  Lorain  in 
Lorain  County,  and  then  came  to  the  Village  of  Vermilion,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  a  year,  then  worked  for  two  years  in  the  ship  yards, 
and  for  the  next  seven  years  was  in  the  employ  of  Burton  &  Pierce, 
well  known  general  merchants,  grain  dealers  and  shippers.  His  next 
employment,  for  nearly  tliree  years,  was  with  Capt.  William  Bradley, 
in  the  latter's  sawmill.  George  Nieding  after  these  varied  experiences 
returned  to  farming  as  the  pursuit  of  his  later  years.  He  bought  thirty- 
five  acres  in  Brownhelm  Towiisliip  of  Lorain  County,  but  some  years 
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later  sold  that  and  bought  tifty-one  acres  iii  Vermilion  Township,  Erie 
County.  Uoth  he  and  his  wife  were  very  industrious  and  thrifty  people, 
and  they  increased  their  holdings  to  ninety-six  acres.  George  Nieding 
was  a  very  generous  man,  had  many  friends,  but  had  the  weakness  of 
being  too  prone  to  sign  papers  and  obligate  himself  in  behalf  of  hia 
friends,  and  in  consequence  he  lost  the  fai'm  in  Vermilion  Township. 
Some  years  later  his  son  August  W.  bought  back  most  of  the  place  and 
his  parents  had  the  satisfaction  of  spending  their  remaining  years  there. 
George  Nieding  passed  away  in  1903  and  his  wife  in  1899.  They  were 
active  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was 
a  republican.  Of  their  children,  August  \V.,  was  the  only  son.  The 
tlaughters  were:  Martha,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Anna,  who 
died  in  190],  liaviim  two  sons  and  two  daughters;  Minnie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  nin.';  rinistie,  who  is  a  widow  and  resides  with  her  large 
family  of  cliililrcn  in  the  Village  of  Vermilion. 

August  ^V.  Xieding  spent  his  early  life  in  Erie  and  Lorain  County. 
He  acquired  most  of  his  education  in  the  Village  of  Vermilion.  On 
reaching  his  majority  ho  lived  for  a  few  years  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Vermilion  Township,  and  subsequently  bought  twenty-four  acres  of  land, 
which  he  occupied  only  eighteen  months,  when  he  left  to  engage  in  the 
wine  and  liquor  business  in  Toledo.  He  was  in  that  city  two  years  and 
from  there  went  to  Dundee,  Michigan,  where  he  followed  farming  and 
also  contracted  to  furnish  timbers  to  railroads.  After  two  years  in 
Michigan  Mr.  Nieding  returned  to  Erie  County  and  bought  twenty-six 
acres  in  Vermilion  Township.  That  constituted  his  home  and  the  scene 
of  his  productive  efforts  for  fourteen  years.  Selling  that,  he  bought 
ninety  acres  of  the  old  homestead  where  his  parents  had  lived  as  already 
noted,  and  he  owned  and  operated  that  as  a  general  farm  for  eleven 
years.  Mr.  Nieding  finally  deeded  sixty-five  acres  of  the  old  homestead 
to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  George  Dickel,  and  then  moved  to  his  present 
estate  of  twenty-five  acres  just  west  of  Joppa  Corners.  That  is  the  home 
which  he  has  chosen  for  his  declining  years,  and  represents  in  many  of 
its  features  and  improvements  his  individual  enterprise.  Mr.  Nieding 
has  a  Substantial  seven-room  house,  and  has  a  practically  new  red  barn 
on  ,  a  foundation  26x30  feet  for  the  shelter  of  his  grain  and  stock. 
One  feature  of  the  farm  is  a  3G0-tree  peach  orchard.  His  land  is  very 
pi-oductive,  and  here  as  elsewhere  he  has  shown  a  degree  of  progressive- 
ness  that  puts  him  among  the  leading  farmers  of  Erie  County. 

Mr.  Nieding  first  married  Miss  Nettie  Crum.  She  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1866,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Vermilion  Township  July 
20,  1912.  Her  one  daughter  is  Florence,  w-ife  of  George  Dickel.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Nieding  married  in  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
Mrs.  Mary  (Denham)  Witby,  widow  of  Theodore  Witby.  There  were 
no  children  by  that  marriage  nor  by  the  present  union.  Mrs.  Nieding 
was  born  at  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  in  1871,  was  reared  and  educated 
there,  and  was  five  years  of  age  when  her  mother  died.  Her  father, 
Oscar  Denham,  is  a  farmer  living  at  Fredericktown,  Ohio.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nieding  are  active  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and 
the  first  Mrs.  Nieding  was  also  a  devout  member  of  that  congregation. 
In  politics  Mr.  Nieding  is  a  republican  and  has  frequently  been  entrusted 
with  township  responsibilities  and  every  confidence  shown  in  him  by 
his  fellow  citizens  has  been  thoroughly  justified  by  the  integrity  of  his 
personal  character  and  by  his  ability  in  managing  his  business  affairs. 

Christian  Krofp.  In  the  farming  district  of  Florence  Township 
are  many  prosperous  and  progressive  men  who  believe  that  the  happiest 
life  as  well  as  the  most  independent  is  to  be  lived  on  a  farm.  Prominent 
among  these    men   is   Christian   Kropf.     He  is  an   excellent  and   pro- 
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grussive  ianiaT  and  a  man  who  cau  bu  depended  upon  in  matters  oi 
loeal  moment.  Mr.  Kropf  iias  won  prosperity  by  liara  work,  in  earlier 
years  lie  was  a  renter,  trom  that  graduated  into  independent  owiiershiiJ 
and  now  has  a  iirst-elass  iarm  not  far  from  Vermilion  postottiee. 

Much  of  his  thrift  and  energy  can  be  explained  from  the  fact  that 
he  was  born  in  Switzerland.  He  was  boru  in  Canton  Berne  October  S, 
1867.  His  people  lived  in  Switzerland  for  generations.  His  parents 
were  Christian  and  Alma  Barbara  (Wormwood)  Kropf,  who  were  born 
in  the  same  Canton,  were  married  there,  and  all  of  their  six  children 
were  born  in  the  same  locality.  The  first  of  their  children  was  named 
Christian,  but  died  in  infancy.  The  second  w-as  given  the  same  name, 
and  he  is  now  the  Erie  County  citizen  above  named.  Elizabeth  died 
after  the  family  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  Anna  was 
well  educated,  partly  in  her  native  country  and  partly  in  the  United 
States,  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  missionary  worker  in  Cleveland, 
and  for  the  past  four  years  has  been  a  missionary  at  Canton,  China. 
The  sou  John  lives  in  Vermilion  Township  near  Axtel,  is  a  well  to  do 
farmer,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Heinsley  of  Lorain  County 
has  three  children  named  Hilda,  Ai-nold  and  Leonard.  Mary,  who  is 
unmarried,  lives  in  Vermilion  Township. 

Christian  Kropf  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  the  family  left  Switzer- 
land, took  passage  on  a  ship  at  Antwei'p  and  thirteen  days  later  landed 
in  New  York  City.  From  tlii'iv  \\\<-y  ,aiiie  on  M-est  to  Vermilion  Town- 
ship in  Erie  County,  and  est^iMisInd  ilu-ir  home  on  a  farm.  On  that 
land  the  parents  spent  the  rest  uf  thuir  days.  Christian  Kropf,  Sr.,  died 
August  yO,  1914,  when  nearly  seventy-nine  years  of  age,  his  birthday 
having  been  in  September.  His  wife  passed  away  eleven  years  before, 
in  March,  1902,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  and  the  fatlnr  \\as  a  democrat  in  politics. 

It  was  in  Erie  County  tliat  (  InJslian  Kropf  spent  the  remaining 
yeai's  of  liis  hnyhnod  and  early  .mhiIIi.  lie  received  his  education  partly 
in  S\\  iss  srliodls  ami  |iartly  in  this  country,  and  has  done  much  to  improve 
('\ri-y  ailvaiita'^c  siinT  Ih'  startrd  out  for  himself.  For  two  years  he 
rented  land  in  W'niiiliun  Tow  n-ship,  and  then  made  his  first  purchase  of 
twelve  and  a  half  acres  in  the  same  township.  He  lived  on  that  place 
four  years,  and  then  again  was  a  renter  for  two  years,  operating  a 
place  of  ninety  acres.  This  farm  was  near  Axtel  in  Vermilion  Township. 
Having  sold  his  first  twelve  and  a  half  acres,  he  subsequently  bought 
sixty-seven  acres  in  Florence  Township  and  in  1909  sold  that  at  advan- 
tage and  invested  in  the  farm  of  sixty-three  acres  on  the  Butler  State 
Road  between  Birmingham  and  A.xtel,  twelve  miles  from  the  north  line 
of  Florence  Township.  All  but  ten  acres  of  this  is  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  improvement.  Mr.  Kropf  knows  farming  as  a  business 
and  prdfcsidn.  utilizes  all  his  resources,  and  is  not  only  a  producer  but 
lias  shown  iiiuch  ability  in  mai-keting  his  products.  He  raises  the  various 
grain  and  cereal  staples,  potatoes,  has  a  two-acre  apple  orchard,  and 
his  farm  has  excellent  business  improvements,  including  a  seven-room 
brown  house  sni-ininidcil  with  good  outlniildings,  including  tlie  main 
barn  on  a  foundation  oOxiU  feet.  He  derives  much  of  his  revenues  from 
live  stock,  to  which  he  feeds  most  of  his  crops,  and  ho  keeps  good  grades 
of  cattle,  horses  and  liogs. 

In  Vermilion  Township  in  189")  Mr.  Kropf  married  ]\Irs.  Fannie 
(Champney)  Moulton.  widow  of  Arthur  Moulton  and  daughter  of  Louis 
and  Mary  (Welister)  Chamimey.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and 
the  mother  of  Massachusetts,  and  both  were  of  the  old  New  England 
stock.  Her  fatlier  was  born  in  Vermilion  Township  of  Erie  County,  a 
son  of  Francis  and  Eliza  (Winton)  Champney,  who  came  as  pioneer 
settlers  from  Conneetieut  to  Erie  County  and  spent  the  rest  of  their 
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lives  iu  Vermilion  Township.  Francis  Champney  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-tive,  while  his  wife  passed  away  when  only  thirty-eight.  They 
are  buried  in  the  Maple  Grove  Cemetery.  Mary  (Webster)  Champney 
was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  her  parents  came  to  Vermilion  Township. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Sarah  (Robins)  Webster,  who  were 
early  settlers  in  Vermilion  Township,  spent  their  lives  on  a  farm  here, 
and  Levi  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-tive  and  his  wife  at  eighty-imir.  The 
Websters  were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  After  Louis 
Champney  and  wife  were  married  they  made  their  home  on  a  farm  near 
Axtel  in  A'ermilion  Township,  and  for  a  great  many  years  the  Champneys 
have  been  among  the  best  known  and  most  substantial  people  of  that 
community.  Louis  Champney  died  there  in  1908.  He  was  born  in  1838. 
His  widow  is  still  living  with  her  daughter  Mrs.  Albert  Pease  at  the  old 
Champney  home  near  Axtel,  and  is  seventy-one  years  of  age  and  quite 
active  though  she  has  never  been  a  very  strong  woman.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Adventist  Church.  Mr.  Champney  was  a  strong  democrat. 
JMrs.  Kropf  by  her  first  marriage  had  a  daughter,  Eva,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  a  son,  Roy  A.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Elyria,  Ohio, 
where  he  follows  the  business  of  insurance  agent,  statistician  and  enumer- 
ator. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kropf  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Walter  C,  who  lives  at  home  and  is  in  the  second  year  of  the  high 
school ;  Jessie,  attending  the  Birmingham  High  School ;  Flossie  B.,  also 
in  high  school;  Fred  Louis,  in  the  eighth  grade;  Edith  E.,  in  the  sixth 
grade;  Bernice  E.,  in  the  fourth  grade;  and  Nellie  C,  in  the  second 
grade.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Kropf  are  members  of  the  Adventist  Church  at 
Axtel,  ill  which  he  is  a  deacon  and  superintendent  of  Sunday  school. 
In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  and  is  always  able  to  give  a  very  strong 
and  logical  reason  for  his  position  in  every  political  matter. 

JdUN  WiiiTWORTir.  The  kind  of  liusiness  success  which  benefits  not 
only  the  individual  but  the  entire  community  was  that  which  was  won 
by  the  late  John  Whitworth  of  Sandusky.  He  helped  to  give  that  city 
one  of  its  largest  industries,  one  by  which  the  name  Sandusky  is  known 
all  over  the  country,  and  throughout  his  career  was  a  conservative  but 
l)ublie  spirited  citizen,  and  everything  that  he  touched  was  the  bettor 
for  his  influence. 

He  was  born  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  in  1852,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  Sandusky.  September,  13,  1907.  His  parents,  Jonathan  and  Nancy 
(Walwork)  Whitworth,  were  born  in  England  and  on  coming  to  this 
country  first  settled  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  and  from  there  in  1854 
came  to  Sandusky.  Jonathan  Whitworth  was  a  machinist  by  trade  and 
for  a  number  of  years  was  in  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Shops  at 
Sandusky. 

Practically  the  entire  lifetime  of  John  Whitworth  was  spent  in  San- 
dusky, since  he  was  only  two  years  of  age  when  the  family  moved  to 
that  town.  He  had  limited  advantages  in  the  way  of ■  schooling,  but  was 
the  type  of  man  who  succeeds  no  matter  what  his  early  handicap  might 
be.  His  first  regular  employment  began  at  the  age  of  fifteen  as  clerk 
in  a  grocery  store.  He  was  also  employed  by  the  old  co-npcrative  store 
which  once  occupied  the  site  of  The  Wagner  Grocery  ('iiiri|i,iiiy.  In  a 
few  years  his  thrift  and  energy  had  given  him  an  iiidi  iMiidrnt  ])osition 
in  local  trade  circles,  and  he  becatrio  senior  member  ol'  Wliit worth  & 
Free,  which  later  became  Whitwiuth  iV;  <j»iiiiin. 

However,  his  most  important  liusiness  ronncetion  was  with  the  Ameri- 
can Crayon  Company,  in  which,  alter  retiring  from  the  grocery  trade, 
he  became  a  director  and  treasurer,  and  still  later  was  made  general 
manager  for  the  company,  and  superintended  its  extensive  operations 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.     The  American   Crayon  Company  is  the 
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largest  eonceru  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  and  is  lai'gely  due  to  the  enter- 
prise and  genius  of  Sandusky  men.  Mr.  Whitworth  was  one  of  the  execu- 
tive heads  of  the  company  while  it  was  making  its  greatest  growth  and 
the  industry  deserves  to  be  associated  with  his  name  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  Whitworth  also  was  well  known  as  a  banker  and  tinancier.  He 
was  at  one  time  vice  president  of  the  old  National  Bank  of  Sandusky, 
and  in  Septemlier,  11102.  when  the  Commercial  National  Bank  was  organ- 
ized and  ;ilisnrli('(l  tin  Sicond  and  the  Moss  National  banks,  Mr.  ^Yhit- 
worth  \v:i.s  cIkiscii  ))n'siiii'iit  of  the  new  institution,  and  it  was  largely 
under  his  wi.se  directiun  ami  counsel  that  it  came  to  i-aiik  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years  with  the  leading  financial  iiist  itiitimis  of  Xdi-tlio-n  Ohio. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  and  was  prcsiilcnt  df  the  S.-mdusky 
Building  &  Loan  Association,  was  a  director  in  the  Sandusky  Telephone 
Company,  and  his  ability  and  services  were  utilized  in  many  ways  by 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  was  long  an  active  member. 

In  July,  1889,  Mr.  Whitworth  married  Miss  Carrie  Curtis,  a  daugh- 
ter of  W.  D.  and  Caroline  (Cowdery)  Curtis.  W.  D.  Curtis  helped  to 
originate  the  manufacture  of  crayons  in  Sandusky,  and  out  of  the  small 
business  which  he  started  nearly  half  a  century  ago  was  developed  the 
American  Crayon  Company  of  the  present  time.  Mrs.  John  Whitworth 
is  still  living  at  her  home  in  Sandusky,  and  her  children  are:  Mary  and 
Millicent.  and  John  Whitworth,  .Jr. 

CiiAS.  J.  Kri'I'I'.  AYell  known  and  highly  esteemed  as  a  professional 
and  business  man  of  Sandusky  and  noted  throughout  the  State  of  Ohio 
as  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  advancement  of  the  profession  of  embalming 
to  its  modern,  scientific  state,  is  Chas.  J.  Krupp,  who  is  now  devoting  his 
time  and  attention  entirely  to  funeral  directing  arid  to  the  embalming 
profi'ssinii.  Fdi-  forly  years  he  has  been  prominent  in'  business,  fraternal 
,111(1  i-eiiijidiis  atfaii's  of  his  city  and  during  that  time  he  ha.s  been 
in  jKisilions  of  trust  under  two  state  administrations.  He  was  born  in 
Sandusky,  April  28,  1857,  a  son  of  John  Krupp,  who  was  born  in 
(jermany,  but  was  a  pioneer  resident  of  Erie  County. 

Chas.  J.  Krujjp's  grandfather  was  Charles  Krupp.  The  latter  left 
the  fatherland  in  1833  and  came  with  his  family  to  America  after  a 
stormy  voyage  of  sixty-two  days,  landing  in  New  York.  From  there  he 
came  by  the  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence 
via  Lake  Erie  to  Venice,  then  a  part  of  Huron  County,  Ohio.  Proceed- 
ing to  that  part  of  Seneca  County  now  known  as  Pranks,  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  forest-covered  land,  and  having  cleared  a  space,  erected  the 
rude  log  cabin  which  was  the  first  home  of  the  Krupp  family  in  America. 
In  common  with  other  pioneers  of  his  day,  he  labored  with  unceasing 
toil  to  improve  his  land,  performing  no  inconsiderable  part  in  heliung  to 
develop  the  resources  of  that  part  of  the  country.  Wild  turkey,  di'cr 
and  other  game  were  plentiful,  helping  largely  to  supply  the  family 
larder.  He  was  industrious  and  energetic,  and  with  the  aid  of  his  chil- 
dren, cleared  from  the  wildei-ness  a  good  farm,  on  which  he  spent  ids 
remaining  days.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  wiiom  lie  marrii'd  in 
Germany,  was  Catherine  Schabacher. 

Born  in  Rhenish  l'.:i\aria,  Germany,  January  28.  1822,  John  Krupp 
was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio.  He 
was  the  sixth  oldest  of  ten  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Krupp. 
He  attended  the  pioneer  schools  of  Seneca  County  and,  as  soon  as  old 
enough,  did  his  full  share  in  helping  his  father  to  clear  and  improve  a 
homestead.  While  in  his  teens  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  at  the  cabinet  maker's  trade  at  Tiffin,  the  first  year  receiving  his 
iioard  and  $22  in  money;  the  second  year  receiving  in  addition  to  his 
board  $32,  that  sum  being  increased  the  third  year  to  $42.    After  work- 
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ing  at  his  trade  as  a  journeyman  for  a  short  time,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  tlie  Sandusky,  ]\lansfield  and  Newark  Railroad  Company  at  Sandusky. 
This  was  in  1845.  Mr.  Krupp  was  associated  with  the  railroad  as  a 
pattern  maker  foi-  twenty-two  years  and  two  months.  Resigning  that 
position  in  ISTd.  lie  ^\;ls  i-iigaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
ness at  Sandusky  until  is:).')  when  he  retired,  being  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Chas.  J.  Krupp,  who  was  already  in  partnership  with  him  and  his  son- 
in-law,  Henry  T.  Goebel. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  undertaking  and  furniture  business, 
John  Krupp  continued  to  reside  in  Sandusky  until  his  death  which 
occurred  Febi-uary  25,  1911.  He  had  been  a  very  successful  biisiness 
man  and  acquired  title  to  much  valuable  real  estate  within  the  City  of 
Sandusky.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Citizens  Bank,  of  which 
he  was  vice  president  from  1886  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a 
devoted  member  of  St.  Mary's  German  Catholic  Church. 

On  February  6,  1849,  John  Krupp  was  married  at  Thompson.  Seneca 
County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Catherine,  the  only  child  born  to  John  and  Cather- 
ine Simon,  in  what  is  known  as  New  Prussia,  in  Germany,  near  Lorraine. 
She  was  in  her  twenty-second  year  at  the  time,  having  been  born  in  1827. 
To  John  and  Catherine  Krupp  were  born  nine  children,  seven  of  whom 
have  passed  away.  The  departed  ones  were:  Mary;  Louisa,  who  was 
Mrs.  Henry  T.  Goebel,  of  Sandusky  -,  Catherine,  who  became  Mrs.  Herbert 
Herb,  of  Erie  County;  two  sons  each  of  whom  was  named  John,  Jacob 
and  Jacob  S.  Those  living  are:  Josephine,  who  is  Mrs.  Paul  Miller, 
of  Sandusky,  and  Chas.  J.,  the  special  subject  of  this  brief  sketch. 

Chas.  J.  Krupp  attended  the  parochial  schools  of  Sandusky  until  he 
was  eleven  years  of  age,  after  which  he  continued  his  studies  at  the 
Sandusky  High  School  for  two  years.  He  was  one  of  the  youngest 
students  who  ever  entered  that  institution.  He  gave  up  his  school  work 
at  the  age  of  thirteen,  which  was  on  May  1,  1870,  to  enter  his  father's 
employ.  He  soon  became  familiar  with  the  business  and  at  the  end  of 
eight  years,  was  admitted  to  partnership,  the  firm  name  being  John 
Krupp  &  Son.  As  stated  above,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  retired 
in  1895  and  the  newly  organized  firm  of  Krupp  &  Goebel  conducted  the 
business  for  five  years.  The  firm  dissolved  in  1900,  Mr.  Goebel  con- 
tinuing in  the  furniture  business  while  Mr.  Krupp  assumed  the  under- 
taking, which  he  has  since  carried  on  with  unquestioned  success. 

In  1882,  Prof.  Auguste  Renouard,  arriving  from  France,  started  his 
classes  in  scientific  embalming  in  this  country.  His  first  class  after 
leaving  New  York,  was  that  at  Detroit.  Mr.  Krupp  was  one  of  the  class 
of  nineteen  embalmers  who  took  the  first  in.structions  ever  given  by 
Professor  Renouard.  From  that  time  on,  Mr.  Krupp  has  been  a  leader 
in  the  ranks  of  embalmers  skilled  in  the  modern  process.  He  has  ever 
been  abreast  of  adv.-miiiiniit  in  his  profession  and  his  fame  as  an 
embalmer  has  not  Imim  locally  confined.  His  offices  are  now  in  the 
Masonic  Temple  and  his  uiulcrlaking  establishmeiit  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  its  equipment  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Krupp  married,  on  November  5,  1878,  Ida  M.  Palmerton.  She 
was  born  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Joshua  Evans  and  Sarah 
Maria  Palmerton.  Mrs.  Krupp  died  April  23,  1906,  leaving  two  children, 
namely:  Ida  Estella  and  Ira  C.  J.  Ida  Estella  married  Thomas  Arthur 
Hicks,  who  is  the  chief  chemist  for  the  Atlas  Cement  Company,  pro- 
ducers of  all  the  cement  used  iia  the  construction  of  the  Panama  Canal. 
Ira  C.  J.  Krupp,  who  married  Emeline  IMoss,  now  owns  and  occupies  the 
homestead  known  as  the  Palmerton  farm  in  Perkins  Township,  Erie 
County,  Ohio. 

On  June  12,  1907,  Chas.  J.  Krupp  again  married,  his  bride  being 
Miss  Mary  Louise  Buyer,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthony  J.  Buyer. 
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Mrs.  Krnpp  was  for  fourteen  years  organist  at  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul's 
Catholic  Church.  In  recent  years  Mrs.  Krupp  has  been  active  in  church 
and  woman's  organizations.  She  is  treasurer  of  the  Women's  Building 
and  Rest  Room  Association  and  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  "Woman's 
Study  Club. 

Mr.  Krupp  is  prominently  identified  with  various  organizations.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Ohio  State  Funeral  Directors  and  Embalniers  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  was  president  in  1893 ;  and  of  the  National  Funeral 
Directors'  Association.  For  six  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ohio  State 
Board  of  Embalming  Examiners,  being  president  two  years  and  its 
.secretaiy  for  an  equal  length  of  time.  Governors  ^Myron  T.  Herrick  and 
Andrew  L.  Harris  were  the  executives  who  appointed  Mr.  Krupp  to  the 
state  board,  each  making  an  appointment  for  a  three-year  term.  For 
one  year  Mr.  Krupp  was  vice  president  of  the  State  and  Provincial 
Board  of  Examiners  for  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Fraternally.  Mr.  Krupp  is  a  member  of  Sandusky  Council.  No. 
546.  Knights  of  Columbus,  of  which  he  is  past  Grand  Knight;  of  San- 
dusky Lodge,  No.  285.  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of 
which  he  is  past  Exalted  Ruler ;  of  Saint  George  Court.  No.  238.  Catholic 
Order  of  Foresters,  of  which  he  is  past  Chief  Ranger;  of  Protection  Tent, 
No.  7,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees ;  of  Sandusky  Camp,  No.  54.  Woodmen 
of  the  World;  and  of  Sandusky  Aerie,  No.  444,  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles.    He  is  also  a  meml)er  of  the  Sunyendeand  Club. 

Rev.  Joseph  E.  ]\Iaerder.  Concerning  that  distinctive  portion  of 
Erie  County  known  as  Kelley's  Island  a  special  ai'ticle  appeai-s  on  other 
pages  of  this  publication.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  are 
Catholic  people  and  they  constitute  the  Parish  of  St.  Michael's  Church. 
This  church  has  been  in  existence  about  half  a  century.  Nearly  all 
the  families  of  the  parish  are  connected  in  some  way  or  other  with  the 
primary  industries  of  the  island,  grape  growing,  stone  quarrying  and 
fishing. 

The  presence  of  Catholic  people  on  the  island  caused  it  to  be  \'isited 
as  a  station  and  mission  from  Sandusky  and  Port  Clinton  beginning  in 
1861.  In  1867  St.  Michael's  Parish  received  its  first  resident  pastor. 
Since  then  the  list  of  resident  pastors  has  been  as  follows : 

Rev.  Charles  Kueman 1867 

Rev.  Nicholas  A.  Moes.  D.  D 1867-1868 

Rev.  .Tno.  K.ibn     1868-1869 

Rev.  Cli;ii-l<'s   W.inlv    1869-1874 

Rev.  H(■l^•^    D.irnrr    .' 1874-1875 

Rev.  Francis  :Mettcrnich 1875-1876 

Rev.  E.  M.  W.  Hills 1876-1878 

Rev.  William  Finucan    1878-1880 

Rev.  Jno.  IMertes    1880-1885 

Rev.  Jno.  T.  O'Connell,  LL.  D 1885-1887 

Rev.  Charles  Reichlin    1887-1895 

Rev.  Albert  Andlaner   1896-1898 

Rev.  Jno.  Baumgartner    1898-1900 

Rev.  Jno.  P.  SchocndorfY    1900-1909 

Rev.  Jno.  Wagner    1909-1912 

Rev.  Joseph  E.  Maerdcr February  1,  1912 

Special  attention  wa.s  called  to  St.  ^lichael's  by  the  recent  (Novem- 
ber 7,  1915)  rededication  of  the  parish  church.  This  is  the  third  dedi- 
cation in  the  histoi-v  of  the  parish.     The  church  as  it  now  stands  is 
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ai-chiteeturally  a  modified  English  Gothic  style,  and  is  well  arranged 
and  adapted  for  the  different  services  carried  on  by  the  church. 

Some  of  the  pioneers  and  older  families  (in  point  of  membership) 
still  residing  in  the  parish  are  Mrs.  Honora  Stokes,  Mr.  L.  Hipp,  Mrs. 
Erney;  and  the  Bauman,  Brennan,  Duignan,  Hauser,  Healey,  Lang, 
Leyden,  McGettigan,  Moross,  Miller,  Riedy,  Seeholzer  and  Sennish  fami- 
lies. 

Rev.  Joseph  E.  Maerder  was  appointed  resident  pastor  of  St.  Mi- 
chael's, Kelley's  Island,  on  February  1,  1912,  and  in  addition  to  his  direc- 
tion of  that  parish  he  also  attends  the  church  at  Put-in-Bay  and  the 
mission  at  Middle  Bass. 

G.  WiLLiAji  DoERZBACii.  Tliere  is  no  more  widely  known  firm  of 
contractors  in  Northern  Ohio  than  G.  William  Doerzbach  &  Bro.  This 
is  a  business  of  long  standing  in  Sandusky.  G.  William  Doerzbach  is 
a  master  of  the  various  trades  connected  with  building  contracting,  and 
his  experience  has  been  limited  not  merely  to  Erie  County,  of  which  he 
is  a  native,  since  his  firm  has  executed  contracts  for  various  business  and 
public  buildings  all  over  the  United  States. 

Born  March  8,  1852,  at  Sandusky,  G.  William  Doerzbach  is  a  son  of 
Christopher  and  Louisa  Doerzbach.  His  father  was  born  in  Reilsheim, 
Baden,  and  his  mother  in  Waldshausen,  in  Bavaria,  Germany.  Chris- 
topher came  to  America  in  1847,  making  the  journey  alone  so  far  as  rela- 
tives or  friends  were  concerned,  and  he  soon  afterwai'd  located  in  San- 
dusky. For  a  few  years  he  was  employed  on  the  old  Mad  River  & 
Lake  Railroad,  and  later  followed  various  lines  until  his  death  in  1872. 
As  a  citizen  of  Sandusky  he  stood  very  high  in  tlie  esteem  of  all  who 
knew  him,  and  deserwes  the  memorial  of  this  brief  record. 

G.  William  Doerzbach  is  a  man  who  has  largely  been  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortunes.  While  he  had  a  good  liome  in  his  youth  and  the 
privilege  of  the  local  public  schools,  he  was  only  eight  years  of  age 
when  he  chose  an  independent  course  and  began  work  as  a  messenger 
boy  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  An  encyclopedia  of 
biography  might  be  written  of  the  successful  Americans  who  were  at 
some  time  or  other  in  their  early  careers  messengers  with  the  Western 
Union  Company.  It  should  be  said  of  Mr.  Doerzbach  that  he  has  prac- 
tically paid  his  own  way  in  the  world  almost  since  infancy.  His  first 
regular  trade  was  cabinet-making,  and  he  subsequently  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade.  For  six  years  he  worked  as  a  journeyman  carpenter 
and  then  went  to  Philadelphia  and  for  one  year  was  in  the  office  of  a 
leading  architect,  under  whom  he  learned  the  fundamentals  of  his  pro- 


On  returning  to  Sandusky  from  Pliiladelphia  Mr.  Doerzbach  took 
charge  of  the  Andrew  Biemiller  Opera  House  in  November,  1876,  but 
in  1878  branched  out  into  the  business  toward  which  his  efforts  and 
experience  had  been  tending  for  a  number  of  years.  As  a  contractor  he 
possesses  all  the  qualifications  which  insure  confidence  in  his  work  and 
his  reliability  of  performance.  He  continued  in  the  business  alone 
up  to  1900,  at  which  date  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother 
under  the  present  firm  name  of  G.  William  Doerzbach  &  Bro.  A  large 
number  of  buildings  stand  as  monuments  to  their  enterprise  not  only  in 
Erie  County  but  in  many  other  towns  and  localities.  They  have  not 
confined  their  efforts  to  any  one  particular  branch  of  building,  though 
on  the  whole  their  facilities  have  been  chiefly  used  in  the  construction 
of  public  structures,  including  churches,  courthouses,  jails  and  filtration 
plants,  etc. 

While  one  of  the  most  successful  business  men,  Mr.  Doerzbach  is  also 
a  vein-  public  spirited  citizen  of  Sandusky,  and  at  different  times  has 
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identified  himself  with  the  leading  movements  and  undertakings  that 
have  brought  about  the  growth  and  develoi^ment  of  the  city. 

F.  E.  Brightman.  Not  only  in  Sandusky  but  in  manufacturing 
circles  in  a  number  of  cities  in  the  Middle  "West  is  the  name  of  F.  E. 
Brightman  known  and  respected  both  for  his  executive  ability  and  his 
genius  as  an  originator  and  upbuilder  in  manufacturing  lines.  Mr. 
Brightman  is  now  the  head  of  one  of  the  growing  concerns  in  Sandusky. 

He  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  January  19,  186.5,  a  son  of  J.  W.  and 
Deborah  (Head)  Brightman.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Connec- 
ticut, came  west  in  184.5  and  thereafter  lived  in  the  City  of  Cleveland. 
He  was  married  in  that  city  and  for  forty  years  was  connected  with  the 
Cleveland  Paper  Company,  being  its  superintendent  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1885.  He  and  his  wife  had  five  children,  of  whom  F.  E.  Bright- 
man  was  next  to  the  youngest. 

Mr.  Brightman  grew  up  in  Cleveland,  attended  the  public  schools 
there  and  until  the  death  of  his  father  was  in  the  latter 's  paper  mill. 
After  that  he  \\'as  in  the  machinery  business,  and  his  work  has  alwajs 
been  aloiii:  iiiiiliaiiical  and  industrial  lines.  He  has  what  his  friends 
regard  as  a  s|i(Mial  genius  in  the  perfection  of  machinery  for  manufac- 
turing puriMiMS.  lie  was  finally  sent  out  to  California  to  superintend 
a  gold  iiiiiii  ,  ami  .s|icnt  tliree  years  in  that  work,  and  his  engagement  was 
a  very  jimliraMr  thing  to  the  company  that  sent  him  west.  On  his  retiiru 
to  Cleveland  .Mr.  Iliightman  was  foi-  a  short  time  in  his  former  business, 
and  then  moved  to  Pittsburji-  ami  fur  li\c  .\i-ars  was  at  the  head  of  the 
forging  department  of  the  West  iii'jlKnisr  Alarhine  Company. 

His  relations  with  Sandusky  Ihisiiicss  alVairs  have  been  continuous 
sinii'  1IH)7.  wlifii  hi'  was  iiuule  general  superintendent  of  llif  L>ri'.ilitiuan 
Nut  .Maiiiiraiiiii-iiiL'  <  niiipany.  Five  years  later,  in  VJ]'\.  \\r  oi'^aiiized 
tlic  .Marsli-Hrii;li1man  Xiit  Company.  This  concern  iiiainifaciurcs  steel 
mits  for  automobiles,  and  is  one  of  the  larui'st  concciais  i<\'  its  kind  in 
America.  The  plant  comprises  six  nut  maiiiim's,  ami  ra^'li  of  these 
machines  is  the  invention  of  Mr.  Brightman.  Ur  also  |)ci  iVdrd  a  number 
of  other  devices  and  appliances  for  this  industry,  and  tlie  jjlant  which 
means  so  much  not  only  to  him  but  to  Sandusky  as  a  city,  has  a  capacity 
for  turning  out  80.000  nuts  per  week. 

Mr.  ]!rii;litmaii  lias  lakiMi  ovrr  the  business  of  the  I'Oinpany  as  lessee, 
and  now  niinatis  tln'  plant  indrpcndentlv. 

He  is  atliliatr.l  with  the  Knights  of  Pythia.s,  with  the  ilodern  Wood- 
men of  Ami'rica  tind  with  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  In  ]iolitics  he 
is  an  indepenileiit  republican. 

William  H.  Truscott.  In  the  personal  and  ancestral  histories  of 
both  Mr.  Truscott  and  his  gracious  wife  there  are  to  be  found  many 
data  of  distinctive  interest.  Both  are  representatives  of  fine  jiatrieian 
stock  and  Mis  'I'riiscott  comes  of  the  stanchest  of  Colonial  ancestry,  as 
is  speciall.x  imlieated  by  the  fact  that  so  numerous  were  her  ancestors 
who  were  ]>,itiii>l  scildiers  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  that,  in  her 
affiliation  with  the  Society  of  the  Dauuhlei-s  of  ih,.  Amefieau  Revolution. 
she  has  the  di.stinction  of  being  entitled  to  ele\rii  bars.  She  is  further 
to  be  designated  as  a  represiMitative  of  oi f  the  earliest  ])ioneer  fami- 
lies of  Erie  County,  and  the  attractive  little  Village  of  Birmingham. 
Florence  Township,  whei'e  she  and  her  husband  now  reside  in  the  fine 
old  homestead  of  her  ancestors,  was  founded  by  her  paternal  grand- 
father, who  settled  in  this  part  of  Erie  County  more  than  a  century  ago. 
After  many  years  of  successful  identification  with  business  interests 
Jlr.  Truscott  is  now  living  retired,  one  of  the  loyal  and  public-spirited 
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publication  a  review  of  his  career  and  genealogy  and  also  to  pay  similar 
tribute  to  ^Irs.  Truseott. 

AVilliani  II.  Truseott  was  born  in  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  in  the  3'ear 
1861.  The  Ti-uscott  family  was  one  of  ancient  prestige  in  "Wales,  whence 
representatives  of  the  name  later  went  into  Scotland,  still  later  genera- 
tions becoming  promiueut  and  intluential  in  England.  Samuel  Truseott, 
grandfather  of  him  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  was  born  and 
reared  in  England,  a  scion  of  a  distinguished  and  aristocratic  London 
family,  as  is  significantly  indicated  by  the  fact  that  his  paternal  grand- 
father served  as  the  first  lord  mayor  of  the  world's  great  metropolis, 
and  later  a  son  of  the  gi-audfather  likewise  held  the  high-  office  of  lord 
mayor  of  London,  and  having  received  the  order  of  knighthood,  under 
the  name  of  Sir  George  Truseott. 

Samuel  Ti'uscott  was  born  in  London  and,  being  a  younger  son,  he 
determined  to  avoid  the  comparative  obscurity  entailecl  bj'  the  system 
of  primogeniture  in  his  native  land  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunities afforded  in  America.  Pie  came  to  the  United  States  with  an 
appreciable  financial  reinforcement  to  enable  him  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  successful  business,  and  cslalili.slicd  liis  I'.sidciice  in  the  State  of  New 
Y''ork,  where  was  solemni/.c-d  his  iiiariiai;c  In  ^liss  Roxana  Cooley,  who 
was  there  bnrn  and  rear.il  ami  \\lu>  was  a  sister  of  the  late  Judge 
Cooley,  lon^-  tlir  (iisiiimuislicd  dean  of  the  faculty  of  the  law  dej^artment 
of  the  great  I  ni\i  rsiiy  nf  .Michigan  and  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
eminent  legists  and  .jiiiist-,.  as  well  as  law  educators  and  authors,  in 
the  entire  United  States,  the  Cooley  family  having  been  one  of  special 
prominence  and  influence  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

A  number  of  years  after  his  marriage  Samuel  Truseott  removed  to 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  where  his  death  oceurz-ed,  his  widow 
later  removing  with  her  children  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  she  passed 
the  residue  of  her  life  and  where  she  died  at  a  venerable  age.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters — Samuel,  Jr.,  William 
H.,  Elizabeth  and  Eliza.  Samuel,  Jr.,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
review,  is  more  specifically  mentioned  in  a  later  paragraph.  AYilliam  H. 
Truseott  became  an  honored  and  influential  i-itizen  of  Clcvi-land.  where 
he  was  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  wIi.ti'  hr  i'c|iri-si')itid  flir  Eighth 
Wai'd  in  the  city  council.  As  a  memliei-  df  this  uuuH'-ipal  liOily  he  intro- 
duced and  obtaiiied  the  passage  of  the  l)ill  providing  for  the  erection  of 
the  first  great  viaduct  over  the  Cuyahoga  River  in  Cleveland.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  died  in  that  city  and  were  survived  b.y  two  or  more 
children.  Elizabeth  Truseott  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Fernald,  and 
they  were  survived  by  a  number  of  children.  Eliza  Truseott  married 
Maj.  George  Morris,  and  she  preceded  him  to  the  life  eternal.  Sla.jor 
Morris  was  a  gallant  soldier  and  officer  in  an  Ohio  regiment  duriiii:  the 
Civil  war,  in  which  he  I'ose  to  the  rank  of  major,  and  in  lato'  years  h(> 
was  a  captain  in  the  marine  service  on  the  Great  Lakes,  llr  passni  the 
closing  years  of  liis  life  in  the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Sandusky,  and  he  is 
survived  by  one  child. 

Samuel  Truseott,  Jr..  was  seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death  and  soon  aftri-wai'd  arroinpanicd  liis  widowed  mother  on 
her  removal  to  Cleveland,  ohin.  whnv  he  was  ivarud  and  educated  and 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  hi.s  ih-ath,  at  I  he  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  his  birth  having  occui  red  in  the  year  1M2.S.  He  long  held  prece- 
dence as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  contractors  and 
builders  in  Ohio's  beautiful  metropolis  and  was  concerned  with  the 
erection  of  many  of  its  finest  public  and  private  buildings  prior  to  the 
Civil  war.  He  was  recognized  as  the  leading  contractor  and  builder  of 
Cleveland  and  was  an  honored  and  influential  citizen  whose  life  was 
ordered  upon  the  highest  plane  of  integrity  and  usefulnes.s.     He  was 
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the  discoverer  of  the  process  of  maniifaeturing  ready-mixed  paints  for 
architectural  and  similar  purposes  and  was  the  tirst  to  make  practical 
application  of  the  same,  his  effective  enterprise  in  this  line  of  manu- 
facturing enabling  him  to  become  one  of  the  substantial  capitalists  of 
Cleveland.  In  that  city  was  solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza 
Waite,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Cuyahoga  County,  the  year  of  her 
nativity  having  been  the  same  as  that  of  her  husband,  1823,  and  her 
age  at  the  time  of  death  having  been  seventy-two  years.  Her  father, 
Philander  Waite,  was  born  near  the  mouth  of  the  celebrated  Hoosac 
Tunnel,  in  Massachusetts,  and  after  his  marriage  he  came  with  his  wife 
from  the  old  Bay  State  to  Ohio  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Cuyahoga  County,  where  he  reclaimed  and  improved  a  valuable  farm 
and  where  he  and  his  wife  died  when  well  advanced  in  years. 

William  H.  Truseott,  to  whom  this  review  is  dedicated,  was  reared 
to  adult  age  in  the  City  of  Cleveland  and  was  afforded  the  advantages  of 
its  public  schools.  As  a  young  man  he  there  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  manufacturing  of  mixed  paints,  and  for  several  years 
after  the  death  of  his  father  he  individually  continued  the  business, 
under  the  former  firm  name  of  S.  Truseott  &  Son.  The  enterprise  finally 
expanded  to  such  proportions  as  to  place  too  heavy  a  burden  of  responsi- 
liility  ujion  him,  and  he  thereupon  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  and 
liecame  a  commercial  representative  for  another  important  concern 
engaged  in  the  same  line  of  enterpri.se.  For  many  years  he  continued 
his  efficient  services  in  this  capacity,  and  his  travels  in  the  connection 
took  him  into  every  .state  in  the  Union. 

In  1905  Mr.  Truseott  retired  from  active  association  with  business 
affairs  and  removed  with  his  wife  to  the  latter's  old  home,  at  Birming- 
ham, Erie  County.  Mrs.  Tru.scott,  whose  maiden  name  was  Helen 
Starr,  was  born  in  the  ancestral  homestead  in  which  she  now  resides, 
and  during  the  course  of  somewhat  more  than  fifty  years  she  has  never 
abated  her  interest  in  tlie  old  home  and  in  Erie  County  and  its  people, 
for  this  homestead  and  this  section  of  the  state  are  endeared  to  her 
through  many  gracious  memories  and  associations.  She  is  a  woman  of 
distinctive  culture  and  is  a  recognized  leader  in  connection  with  repre- 
sentative social  activities  in  her  native  county.  Her  father,  the  late 
Hiram  P.  Starr,  was  born,  more  than  ninety-five  years  ago,  on  the  old 
farmstead  on  a  part  of  which  the  Village  of  Birmingham  is  situated, 
and  the  place  of  his  nativity  was  the  pioneer  dwelling  erected  by  his 
father,  Perez  Hiram  Starr,  who  was  born  in  New  London,  Connecticut, 
about  the  year  1790,  and  a  number  of  whose  ancestors  and  other  kinsmen 
were  patriot  soldiei's  of  the  Continental  line  in  the  War  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, the  Starr  family  having  been  established  in  America  for  fully  four- 
teen generations. 

Perez  Hiram  Starr  came  from  Connecticut  to  Cuyalioga  County. 
Ohio,  in  1808,  and  was  a  contemporary  of  Moses  Cleveland,  the  honored 
pioneer  in  whose  honor  the  City  of  Cleveland  was  named.  Mr.  Starr 
thus  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  historic  old  Connecticut 
Western  Reserve  in  Ohio  and  he  established  his  home  in  the  wilds  near 
the  present  City  of  Cleveland,  near  the  celebrated  old  Moravian  colony 
and  in  a  section  where  the  Indians  were  far  more  numerous  than  the 
white  settlers.  On  the  banks  of  Tinker's  Creek  he  built  and  placed  in 
operation  the  first  grist  mill  in  Easteim  Ohio,  the  timber  for  its  erection 
liaviiif,'  been  taken  from  the  heavily  wooded  tract  of  land  which  he  had 
iilitaiucd  in  that  part  of  Cuyahoga  County.  The  old-time  buhr-stones 
for  tlie  mill  were  transported  with  ox  team.s  and  wagons  from  New  Lon- 
don. Connecticut,  and  it  may  readily  be  \inderstood  that  a  numlier  of 
weeks  were  required  to  make  the  long  overland  .iourney,  much  of  which 
was  through  the  wilderness.     His  was  the  first  grist  mill  erected  M-itliiii 
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the  limits  of  the  Wrslcrn  IJi'scrvc.  and  mic  of  the  stones  installed  iu  the 
same  is  now  prescrxcd.  with  |ir()|MT  iiiscri|)tioii,  in  the  Public  Square  of 
the  City  of  Cleveland,  (■(institut  iny,-  an  liLstorie  relic  of  much  interest 
and  value. 

In  1813  Perez  Hiram  Starr  came  to  the  site  of  the  present  Village 
of  Birmingham,  Erie  County,  prior  to  the  famous  victory  won  by  Com- 
modore Perry  in  the  naval  battle  on  Lake  Erie,  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  in  this  section  of  the  county,  his 
primitive  loghouse  having  been  the  first  dwelling  erected  in  what  is  now 
Florence  Township.  On  the  Vermilion  River  he  erected  the  fir.st  grist 
mill  iia  Erie  County,  and  this  ancient  mill  was  within  the  present  limits 
of  the  Village  of  Birmingham.  At  Elyria  ]\Ir.  Starr  erected  the  fir.st 
mill  within  the  present  limits  of  Lorain  County,  and  he  built  also  the 
first  mill  at  Ashland,  the  present  judicial  center  of  the  county  of  the 
same  name.  As  a  practical  and  skilled  millwright  he  supervised  the 
building  and  opei-ation  of  all  these  mills,  and  he  was  known  and  honored 
as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  this  part  of  the  state.  His  father  died 
as  a  result  of  in.juries  received  while  .serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  in  recognition  of  this  service,  as  well  as  of  losses  he  had  sus- 
tained in  connection  with  the  devastation  wrought  bv  Benedict  Arnold  in 
New  London,  Connecticut,  there  was  awarded  to  the  father  a  grant  of 
land  in  Ohio,  the  portion  which  came  into  the  possession  of  the  son, 
Perez  Hiram,  being  along  the  west  side  of  Vermilion  River,  in  what  is 
now  Florence  Township,  Erie  County.  Mr.  Starr  was  one  of  the  most 
prolific  contributors  to  the  initial  development  and  upbuilding  of  this 
section  of  the  county  and  in  bis  old  homestead  at  Birmingham  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  185(1,  liis  wife,  Nancy, 
surviving  him  by  several  years  and  likewise  having  attained  to  venerable 
age. 

Hiram  P.  Stan-,  father  of  .Mrs.  Tniseolt,  was  reared  to  maturity  in 
Erie  Comity,  under  llie  cdnditiiins  and  influences  of  the  pioneer  days, 
and  the  s-lf-aiiplieation  and  Imiad  |naetii-al  experience  of  later  years 
eminently  supplenienti-d  tlie  soniewliat  meager  educational  advantages 
which  he  received  in  his  .youth,  by  reason  of  the  definite  exigencies  of 
time  and  place.  He  retained  170  acres  of  the  old  homestead  place  of 
his  father  and  for  many  years  he  was  a  successful  commercial  traveler, 
a  vocation  through  the  medium  of  which  he  profited  largely  and  gained 
high  reputation.  In  the  fine  old  home  that  had  long  been  his  place  of 
abode  he  passed  to  the  life  eternal  in  May,  1895.  He  was  a  man  of 
.strong  mentality  and  steadfast  integrity,  was  influential  in  public  affairs 
in  his  community,  and  in  the  critical  period  prior  to  the  Civil  war  both 
he  and  his  father  acted  as  "conductors"  on  the  historic  "underground 
railway"  through  the  medium  of  which  many  poor  slaves  were  aided  in 
gaining  their  freedom.  His  politieal  supi)ort  was  given  to  the  repub- 
lican party  from  the  time  of  its  organization  until  his  death. 

At  Norwalk,  Huron  County,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  fliram 
P.  Starr  to  Miss  Ann  J.  Page,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  that  county 
and  who  died  in  1865,  in  the  old  home  at  Birmingham,  to  which  she 
came  as  a  young  bride.  She  was  a  representative  of  an  old  and  promi- 
nent New  York  family,  a  comprehen.sive  and  interesting  genealogical  his- 
tory of  which  has  been  compiled  and  published.  Of  the  two  children 
Mrs.  Truseott  is  the  younger,  and  the  elder  is  Perez  H.,  who  resides  in 
the  City  of  Toledo,  his  one  child,  Ray,  having  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years. 

]\Irs.  Truseott  is  well  known  throughout  tlie  county  in  which  she  was 
born  and  in  which  she  is  a  popular  representative  of  one  of  the  most 
honored  of  pioneer  families.  She  is  affiliated  with  the  Society  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  is  prominent  in  the  social 
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life  of  the  eoniiiiiiiiity.  (he  while  she  is  the  gracious  chatelaine  of  the 
beautiful  old  houirsti  iid  ili:it  has  evei-  been  known  for  its  generous  hospi- 
tality and  distiiiclivc  ivHiiciucnt.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Truseott  have  but  one 
child,  and  his  ch;ii-,i(t.i-  ;iii,l  ai-hicvciiimt  have  lii'ought  honor  to  him  and 
great  pride  to  his  drvcitnl  paivuLs.  This  smi,  Starr  Trascott,  was  grad- 
uated in  the  l'ni\cisity  dJ'  .Michi^iaii,  in  llMr.i,  as  n,  naval  architect,  and 
within  a  short  pei'iod  after  liis  graitual  imi  hr  ciilrn.Ml  tlic  employ  of  the 
Newport  News  Shipbuilding  Company,  at  New  |iiiit  News.  N'irginia. 
Later  he  was  associated  in  turn  with  shiiilniililing  rdiiiijaiiies  in  the 
cities  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  ClevclantI,  Ohio,  and  in  June,  1913, 
he  was  sent  to  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to  superintend  the  construction 
of  a  great  caisson  in  front  of  the  locks  of  the  wonderful  canal  being 
there  constructed  by  the  United  State-s  Government.  He  successfully 
completed  the  work  thus  assigned  to  him,  and  thereafter  he  designed 
and  planned  the  400-pontoon  bridge  that  was  constructed  across 
the  canal  under  his  direction,  this  being  the  only  bridge  thus 
constructed.  Later  he  was  appointed  engineer  of  docks  and  wharves 
for  the  Canal  Zone,  a  position  of  which  he  has  since  continued  the  able 
and  valued  incumbent.  He  is  a  young  man  of  great  mathematical, 
mechanical  and  scientific  ability  and  is  affiliated  with  many  important 
professional  and  scientific  organizations,  including  the  National  Geo- 
graphical Society,  the  American  Society  of  Naval  Architects,  and  the 
National  Society  of  Marine  Engineers. 

^Ir.  an<l  ]Mrs.  Truseott  have  in  their  home  many  valued  and  interest- 
ing heirlooms,  im-hnliiij;-  an  ancient  chu-k  and  many  iiicccs  of  furniture 
that  are  more  tliaii  lHO  years  iild.  The  family  his'tcry  of  each  n(  them 
is  of  special  historie  inteivNt.  and  it  has  been  a  jileasniv  in  <-(Mii|iile  even 
the  brief  nan-ation  iiossible  to  present  in  a  i>ul)lieation  of  tlie  circmn- 
seribed  province  of  the  one  here  presented. 

August  Fettel.  For  more  than  thirty  years  one  of  the  leading  con- 
tractors in  the  City  of  Sandusky  has  been  August  Fettel.  He  is  a  man 
who  thoroughly  understands  his  business.  He  was  a  practical  carpenter 
before  he  took  u))  ronti'aetin^-.  ^lany  hir^e  eontrai'ts  have  been  entrusted 
to  him,  and  in  theii-  perriu-manre  lie  lias  ari|iii'ed  a  reputation  for  reli- 
ability and  thoroii,uiiness  and  this  reiiutaticin  is  as  valuable  to  him  as  the 
capital  invested  in  his  plant  and  equipment. 

He  was  born  June  15,  1856,  in  Sandu.sky,  a  son  of  Martin  and 
Catherine  (Bauer)  P^ttel.  His  father,  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to 
America  in  1849,  locating  in  Sandusky,  where  he  followed  his  trade  as 
blacksmith.  He  came  to  this  country  with  one  brother.  ^lartin  Fettel 
died  in  1875.     Of  his  eight  children  "five  are  still  living. 

The  second  in  order  of  birth,  August  Fettel  had  only  the  advantages 
of  a  limited  education.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  learning  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter.  For  nine  years  lie  worked  in  that  vocation  for  one 
employer,  Adam  Feick.  Then  in  1882  he  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self as  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  lias  since  constructed  some  of  the 
best  public,  business  and  private  edifices  in  Sandusky  and  vicinity.  He 
built  the  Cedar  Point  Pavilion,  th(>  Colonial  Hotel  at  Put-in-Bay,  and 
man\-  cnaiale  and  conspicuous  residences  and  public  buildings. 

i\]-.  l-'etlel  is  one  of  the  splendid  citizens  of  Sandusky,  active  socially 
and  in  business  circles,  is  affiliated  with  the  liide|)en,|ent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Xatioiial  Unimi.  is  a  repiililiean,  ami  sei-ved  four  years 
as  a  memliei-  of  the  city  council.  He  was  pi'esiileiit  and  treasurer  of  the 
old  Turner  Society  when  it  was  in  existen.v. 

On  Novemlier  -I'.K  bsTT,  in  I^i-ie  Conntv.  Mr.  I<'ettel  married  Miss 
Augusta   Rui)preclit.      The  seven   children   born   to  them   with   dates  of 


C2^^  ^  S^cJ^ 


HISTORY  OP  ERIE  COUNTY  1215 

birth  are:  William  J.,  June  30,  1878;  Oscar  R.,  Jul}'  15,  1880;  Bertha 
A.,  August  31,  1882 ;  Caroline  M.,  January  5,  1885 ;  Hedwick,  December 
11,  1892;  Alma,  January  8,  1894;  and  Laura  C,  July  26,  1898. 

\ViLLiAM  F.  Burger.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Burger  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  business  and  civic  affairs  of  that  section  of  Erie  County 
known  as  Kelley's  Island.  He  is  a  native  son  of  that  district,  and  now 
has  one  of  the  largest  .stores  on  the  island  and  is  the  leading  undertaker 
and  embalmer. 

His  birth  occurred  September  11,  1864,  not  long  after  his  parents, 
John  and  Christina  (Dosterheft)  Burger,  had  established  their  home 
on  Kelley's  Island.  His  father  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1859,  locating  first  at  Blackswan,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a  general  laborer.  In  1862  he  moved  to  Kelley's  Island 
and  became  identified  with  one  of  the  chief  industries  of  the  locality, 
grape  culture.  He  devoted  the  rest  of  his  life  to  that  bu.siuess  and 
died  in  1877.  He  was  the  father  of  a  family  of  four  children,  of  whom 
three  survive. 

The  oldest,  William  F.  Burger,  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Kelley's  Island  and  also  attended  Cleveland  College 
three  years.  He  laid  the  foundation  of  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  for 
Mr.  Elfers,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  fifteen  years,  and  not  only 
proved  himself  worthy  of  confidence  and  trust  but  gradually  acquired 
a  working  capital  of  his  own.  Later  he  spent  a  short  time  in  Cfleve- 
land,  and  then  returned  to  Kelley's  Island,  where  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  as  a  general  merchant.  Since  then  he  has  added  a 
department  as  an  embalmer  and  undertaker,  and  has  all  the  equipment 
and  individual  skill  required  to  furnLsh  a  first-class  service. 

Mr.  Burger  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  lodge  and  with  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
Kelley's  Island  for  ten  years,  was  clerk  of  the  village  four  years,  and 
is  now  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Overseers  of  the  Kelley's  Island 
Cemetery,  the  overseers  being  appointed  by  the  city  council.  On  June 
19,  1895,  Mr.  Burger  married  Miss  Christina  Ernst.  Her  father  was 
Conrad  Ernst  of  Cleveland.  They  have  one  .son,  William  F..  Jr.,  born 
January  19,  1904. 

Alvin  Shoop.  To  see  how  a  progressive  fruit  grower  gets  the  best 
results  from  his  land  and  trees  it  is  only  necessary  to  visit  the  home- 
stead of  Alvin  Shoop  in  Vermilion  Township,  on  Rural  Route  No.  2  out 
of  Huron  postoffiee.  He  carried  on  fruit  farming  in  the  same  thorough 
and  systematic  manner  that  a  merchant  would  run  a  successful  store, 
or  a  factory  owner  would  operate  his  machines  and  his  labor. 

The  name  Shoop  is  one  of  long  standing  and  honorable  associations 
in  Erie  County.  Alvin  Shoop  was  born  on  the  Dutch  Settlement  Road 
in  Vermilion  Township,  April  29,  1858.  He  grew  iip  and  has  always 
lived  in  this  township  with  the  exception  of  five  years  spent  in  Hancock 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  a  general  farmer.  His  home  has  been  at 
Joppa  Corner.s  since  1900,  when  he  bought  the  Daniel  Minkler  farm, 
comprising  twenty  acres  of  highly  improved  land.  On  this  Mr.  Shoop 
conducts  a  2-acre  vineyard,  the  avei'age  yield  of  which  each  year  is 
five  tons  of  grapes,  noted  for  quality,  and  particularly  the  high  per- 
centage of  sugar.  He  is  also  an  extensive  grower  of  small  fruits,  and 
now  has  an  orchard  of  700  bearing  peach  trees  and  ninety-nine  apple 
trees  not  yet  come  into  fruitage.  He  has  neglected  nothing  to  make  his 
land  productive  to  the  highest  degree.  Among  other  things  he  has 
tile  drained  seven  acres  of  his  land,  having  laid  about  10,000  tiles.  His 
large  barn  covers  a   foundation   24x48   feet,   and   he  has  an  excellent 
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residence  of  six  rooms  and  basement,  set  in  the  midst  of  a  beautiful 
lawn. 

Mr.  Shoop  is  the  eldest  of  the  three  children  of  the  late  George 
Shoop  and  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarali  Driver.  George  Shoop 
was  born  and  reared  in  Vermilion  Township,  followed  farming  there, 
and  died  when  only  twenty-two  years  of  age.  His  wife,  Sarah  Driver 
Shoop,  was  born  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  but  came  to  Ohio  when  a 
young  girl,  and  is  now  living  with  her  son,  Sherman  Shoop,  in  Ver- 
milion Township.     She  is  now  nearly  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Alvin  Shoop  was  married  at  Joppa  Corners  to  Miss  Ellie  Lee. 
She  was  born  in  the  same  township  and  has  spent  her  life  within  a  brief 
radius  from  her  birtliplace.  Her  parents  are  Thomas  and  Olive  (Mink- 
ler)  Lee,  the  former  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the  latter  born  and 
reared  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Llrs.  Shoop.  Mr.  and  !Mrs. 
Lee  after  their  marriage  were  prosperous  farmers  of  Erie  County  until 
they  retired,  and  they  now  live  at  Berlin  Heights,  being  past  seventy 
years  of  age.     Mr.  Lee  is  a  republican  in  politics. 

There  are  four  children  in  the  family  cii-cle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shoop. 
Elmer,  who  is  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower  at  Ogontz,  married  Lottie 
Hill,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  Ilattie 
is  the  wife  of  IMichael  Quinlan,  formerly  of  Cleveland  but  uow  living 
at  Elyria,  Ohio.  Lawson  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  Joppa  neigh- 
borhood, attended  the  district  schools  there,  and  the  older  children  also 
received  their  education  from  the  same  schools.  He  is  now  living  at 
home.  The  youngest  child  is  Lucile,  aged  sixteen,  and  she  recently 
completed  the  public  school  course.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shoop  attend  churcn 
at  Joppa,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  democrat. 

John  H.  McAleer.  The  field  in  which  Mr.  McAleer  has  gained  sub- 
stantial position  in  business  affairs  is  that  of  contracting  for  plastering 
and  stucco  work.  That  has  bciMi  his  business  for  thirty-five  years  at 
Sandusky,  and  he  has  nuiilc  a  siinTss  that  is  by  no  means  local.  He  has 
taken  contracts  and  sui-ci-ssfiilly  ]HTr(iriiii'd  them  all  over  Erie  County 
and  other  sections  of  Northern  Ohio.  He  is  one  of  Sandusky's  solid  and 
upright  business  men. 

He  was  born  in  Erie  County,  February  6,  1853,  a  son  of  Patrick  and 
]\Iary  E.  (Brennan)  McAleer.  His  father,  a  native  of  Ireland,  came  to 
America  in  1844  and  located  in  Sandusky  when  that  city  was  little  more 
than  a  village.  He  too  was  a  plasterer  and  worked  at  his  trade  all  his 
life  until  his  death  in  1901. 

John  H.  McAleer.  who  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  three  children, 
received  his  early  education  in  the  parochial  schools  of  St.  Paul  and 
St.  Peter's  Church  at  Sandusky,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  gained  his 
first  practical  experience  in  tlic  world  as  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes. 
For  two  years  he  was  idcnlilii-d  with  several  lake  boats,  and  then  returned 
home  and  began  working  for  his  father  in  the  plastering  trade.  In  1874 
he  entered  the  employ  of  E.  D.  Lindsey,  a  plasterer  contractor,  and  whil(> 
thus  employed  he  assisted  in  plastering  the  Erie  County  courthouse. 
Under  the  employment  of  Mr.  Lindsey  he  was  sent  to  Mansfield,  Ohio, 
and  continued  in  his  service  until  the  fall  of  1879.  Coming  back  to 
Sandusky,  in  1880,  Mr.  McAleer  engaged  in  business  for  himself  as  a 
contractor  in  plastering  and  stucco  work.  That  has  been  his  line  for 
tliirty-five  years,  and  to  it  he  has  given  all  his  energy  and  capability,  and 
liis  work  has  stood  the  test  of  time  and  service. 

Mr.  McAleer  resides  in  a  vers'  attractive  home  on  Central  Avenue. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters,  and  has  been  a  liberal  contributor  not  only 
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to  his  own  church  but  to  all  worthy  enterprises  and  philanthropies  in  the 
city  and  county.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  public 
service  iu  Sandusky,  for  five  years  was  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  Park 
Board,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  iu  the  democratic  party. 

Ou  June  4,  1883,  in  Erie  County,  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Moody,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Martha  Moody,  of  Vermilion,  Ohio.  Mrs. 
McAleer  died  January  28,  1915,  leaving  no  children.  But  they  raised 
■a  child  from  the  age  of  about  five  years,  Chester  Wood,  who  adopted  the 
name  of  McAleer  on  his  own  account.  He  makes  his  home  with  Mr. 
McAleer. 

Charles  P.  Mischler.  Of  the  industries  which  have  contributed 
to  the  importance  and  prestige  of  the  City  of  Sandusky,  one  which  has 
a  leading  place  is  that  connected  with  its  fisheries.  In  fact,  this  city  is 
one  of  the  chief  fresh  water  fish  markets  of  the  world,  and  it  is  not 
surprising  therefore  to  find  among  its  leading  men  those  who  have  entered 
into  this  line  of  endeavor.  Among  these  men  is  found  Charles  F. 
Mischler,  who  has  been  engaged  as  a  fish  dealer  for  many  years  and 
who  is  now  at  the  head  of  an  important  enterprise  that  has  been  built 
up  under  his  personal  supervision. 

Mr.  JMischler  was  born  July  15,  1870,  at  Ripley,  Brown  County, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  August  and  Isabella  (Sterner)  Mischler.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Germany,  was  still  a  youth  when  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  coming  with  a  brother,  Wendell  W.,  with  whom  he  sub- 
sequently embarked  in  the  brewing  business  at  Ripley.  With  native 
thrift  and  industry  he  was  able  to  build  up  an  enterprise  that  was  a 
factor  of  importance  in  the  business  life  of  Ripley  during  its  day,  and 
with  which  ilr.  Mischler  continued  to  be  connected  until  his  death  in 
1882.  He  was  a  good  and  substantial  citizen,  reared  a  family  of  five 
children  in  comfortable  circumstances  and  gave  them  good  educational 
advantages,  and  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellowmen  by  a  life 
of  integrity  and  honorable  dealing. 

Charles  F.  jMischler  was  the  second  of  his  parents'  children  and 
received  an  ordinary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ripley.  He  was 
only  ten  years  of  age  when  he  began  to  display  his  enterprise  and  ambi- 
tion, securing  employment  in  a  sawmill  at  Ripley,  and  subsequently 
worked  in  a  minor  capacity  in  a  foundry  at  that  place  for  2i.'.  years. 
When  he  was  fifteen  years  old  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  obtained 
a  position  in  the  well  known  wholesale  grocery  house  of  G.  H.  Much- 
kenk  &  Son,  but  finally  turned  his  attention  to  the  fish  bnsimss.  becoming 
associated  with  Capt.  Stephen  Rice  as  a  wholesaler  and  tviiiilcr,  with  a 
store  on  Sixth  Street,  Sandusky.  Mr.  Mischler  con1in\ii'd  1o  he  so 
connected  until  the  year  1898,  when  the  business  was  sold  and  the 
partnership  dissolved,  he  then  accepting  an  offer  from  A.  Booth  & 
Company,  the  well  known  fish  house.  This  concern,  of  which  Mr. 
Mischler  was  purchasing  agent,  failed  in  1908.  but  in  the  following  year 
was  reorganized  as  the  Booth  Fisheries  Company,  with  headquarters  at 
Chicago,  and  Mr.  Mischler  continued  as  purchasing  agent  for  Lake  Erie. 
In  this  position  he  was  remarkably  .successful,  biit  was  always  desirous 
of  re-entering  business  as  the  proprietor  of  a  business  of  his  own.  He 
resigned  his  position  and  embarked  in  an  enterprise  under  the  name 
of  C.  F.  Mischler,  an  enterpri.se  which  has  grown  to  large  proportions 
under  his  careful  and  energetic  management.  He  is  connected  with 
various  other  enterprises  of  a  business  character  and  is  president  of  the 
Lake  Erie  Dry  Dock  Company. 

Mr.  IMischler  has  alwavs  taken  a  keen  interest  in  anythin?  affecting 
the  welfare  of  the  city  of  his  adoption  and  has  been  a  leader  in  civic 
affairs.     For  several  years  a  member  of  the  citv  council  of  Sandusky. 
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lie  wns  iicliim-  ill  the  ciiinicity  oi'  president  of  that  body  at  the  time  the 
IH'sciii  ciiy  clKiilci-  u;is  adopted.  In  1913  he  was  made  the  republican 
caiidid.-ilr  f(ir  llir  (illi.r  iij'  mayor  of  Sandusky,  but  after  one  of  the 
idoscst,  poliliral  iiglits  in  tlie  history  of  the  city  met  with  defeat  by  the 
narrow  margin  of  six  votes,  ilr.  Misehler  is  an  active  and  working 
meiid)er  of  the  Federated  Commercial  Club  and  of  the  United  Commercial 
Travelers,  and  fraternally  holds  membership  in  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles  and  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  JIasonry. 

Maj.  Clinton  B.  Wilcox.  For  more  than  half  a  century  the  name 
Wilcox  has  had  a  significance  and  distinction  in  Sandusky's  business 
affairs.  Clinton  B.  Wilcox  is  president  of  one  of  the  large  mercantile 
houses  in  the  upbuilding  of  which  his  father  and  also  his  uncle  before 
him  were  prominent  factors ;  and  furthermore,  lias  for  many  years  been 
identified  with  the  gas  and  electric  industries  and  with  many  local  affairs, 
both  business,  social  and  political. 

Born  at  Sandu.sky  April  11,  1866,  Clinton  B.  Wilcox  is  a  son  of 
Edward  Harmon  and  Sophia  (Sprague)  Wilcox.  His  father,  who  was 
also  born  in  Ohio  and  died  in  1886,  spent  most  of  his  life  in  mercantile 
affairs  in  Sandusky.  On  coming  to  that  city  in  1847  he  found  employ- 
ment as  clerk  in  the  firm  of  L.  S.  &  S.  E.  Hubbard.  His  fidelity  and 
industry  brought  him  n  position  as  partner  in  the  tirm,  which  was  first 
known  as  IInhl)anl  &  Wilcdx  and  later  as  IMarsh  &  Wilcox.  Edward  H. 
Wilcox  and  his  lnut  her  Mibsequently  engaged  in  business  inider  the  firm 
naine  of  E.  II.  &  R.  il.  Wilcox.  On  the  death  of  Edward  H.  Wilcox 
in  1886  his  son  C.  B.  Wilcox  entered  the  firm,  which  then  took  the  title 
of  R.  M.  &  C.  B.  Wilcox.  At  the  death  of  R.  M.  Wilcox  his  son,  M.  S. 
Wilcox,  took  his  place.  In  1902  the  company  was  incorporated  as  the 
R.  M.  &  C.  B.  Wilcox  Company,  and  its  present  officials  are:  Maj.  C.  B. 
Wilcox,  president ;  W.  F.  Koegle,  vice  president ;  and  Merritt  S.  Wilcox, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

Maj.  Clinton  B.  Wilcox  is  the  only  one  surviving  of  a  family  of  four 
children.  He  had  a  liberal  education  and  ample  advantages  for  learning 
the  business  in  all  its  details.  He  attended  the  Western  Reserve  Uni- 
versity and  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  and  was  about  twenty  years 
of  age  when  his  father  died.  He  then  assumed  the  junior  partnership 
in  that  firm. 

Since  1899  Major  Wilcox  has  been  engaged  in  the  gas  and  electric 
Inisiness,  at  which  time  he  was  elected  vice  president  of  the  Sandusky  Gas 
&  Electric  Company.  In  May,  1913,  this  company  was  sold  to  the  W.  S. 
Barstow  &  Company,  Incorporated,  of  New  York,  and  at  that  time 
Major  Wilcox  was  elected  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  This 
industry  has  a  notable  history  and  combines  some  old  and  familiar 
organizations. 

In  addition  Major  Wilcox  has  been  identified  with  a  number  of  other 
business  industries  in  Sandusky,  and  his  ability  as  an  organizer  and 
conductor  of  important  affairs  is  too  well  known  to  need  elaboration. 
He  was  vice  pr(>sident  of  the  Moss  National  Bank,  and  at  one  time 
director  of  the  ( '(iiiinirrcial  Natidiial  Bank.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
directors  and  (n-ani/crs  in  ilir  S,i ndiisky,  ]\Iilan  &  Norwalk  Electric 
Railroad,  one  dt  llic  lirsl  clci-li'ii-  raili-oads  operated  in  the  United  States: 
also  treasurer  for  several  years  of  the  Erie  County  Agricultural  Society 
and  at  one  time  president  of  Providence  Hospital ;  president  of  the  San- 
dusky Board  of  Trade  in  1909,  and  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  board 
of  health.  He  served  a  number  of  years  on  the  board  of  education, 
and  Governor  Myron  T.  Herrick  appointed  him  a  trustee  of  the  Toledo 
Stale  Hospital,  succeeding  the  late  Governor  Charles  Foster. 

In  1885  he  enlisted  in  Comi)any  B,  Sixteenth  Regiment.  Ohio  National 
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Guard,  and  was  aftei-wards  eoi'poral  and  sergeant,  captain  of  Company 
B,  Sixth  Regiment,  0.  N.  G-. ;  in  1901  became  major  First  Brigade,  Ohio 
National  Guard :  in  1902  on  tlie  staff  of  Gen.  Me.  W.  V.  McI\Iaken. 

He  has  also  been  active  in  various  fraternal,  social  and  civic  bodies. 
He  is  a  membeir  of  all  the  Masonic  bodies,  including  Science  Lodge 
No.  50,  F.  &  A.  M. :  Sandusky  Citv  Chapter  No.  72,  R.  A.  M. ;  Sandusky 
City  Couneil  No.  26,  R.  &  S.  il. ;  Erie  Commandery  No.  23,  K.  T. :  and 
all  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies,  including  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  has 
presided  over  all  the  bodies  except  the  Sandusky  City  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. 
He  was  president  of  the  Scottish  Rite  class  of  1909 ;  member  of  the 
■Masonic  Veterans'  Association;  1911-12.  officer  of  Grand  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Ohio ;  is  director,  and  in  1911  president,  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association.  Major  Wilcox  is  president  of  the 
Sunyendeand  Club,  and  is  a  member  of  the  lioard  of  directors  of  the 
Federated  Commercial  Club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  He  is  senior  warden  of  the  Calvary  Episcopal 
Church,  and  member  of  the  board  of  missions  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
for  the  Diocese  of  Ohio. 

In  polities  a  republican,  he  is  a  member  of  the  State  Republican 
Central  Committee,  and  at  the  inauguration  of  Roosevelt  and  Fairbanks 
for  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States  was  appointed  to 
serve  as  adjutant  general  of  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  of  the  City 
Grand  Division,  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Finance 
Committee  for  Ohio  of  the  National  Republican  Committee  in  1912.  He 
was  also  offered  the  nomination  for  Congress  from  this  district,  but 
declined  the  honor.  While  this  is  a  very  brief  outline  of  his  various 
activities  and  relationships,  it  is  sufficient  to  suggest  the  fact  that  Major 
Wilcox  is  one  of  Northern  Ohio's  most  influential  citizens. 

On  September  28.  1887,  Major  Wilcox  married  Jliss  Mary  T'>.  Fuller 
of  Norwalk,  Ohio.  Her  father  was  Steven  M.  Fuller.  Mrs.  Wilcox  died 
October  31,  1909,  after  they  had.  been  happilj'  married  for  more  than 
twenty-two  years.  She  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Helen  W.,  wife  of 
Russell  K.  Ramsey. 

Ernest  Milliman.  To  see  intensive  farming  at  its  Iirsl,  jiarticnlarly 
fruit  and  vegetable  farming,  it  is  only  necessary  to  visit  the  fine  home- 
stead of  Ernest  ]\lilliman  in  Milan  Town.ship,  located  near  Petei-sbnrg 
Corners.  While  Mr.  iMilliman  pays  attention  to  some  of  the  general 
branches  of  farming,  his  specialty  is  fruits  and  vegetable  growing.  He 
has  6,000  fine  trees  on  his  farm,  including  3,500  peach  trees,  six  acres 
of  apple  trees,  two  acres  of  pears,  and  IVj  acres  of  cherry  trees.  He 
also  has  large  quantities  of  smaller  fniits,  and  raises  a  splendid  vege- 
table crop,  including  some  of  the  best  watermelon,  musk  melons  and 
cantaloupes  found  anywhere  in  Northern  Ohio.  Perhaps  his  most 
profitable  crop  is  sweet  corn  for  seed.  Each  year  he  puts  in  about 
twelve  acres  in  selected  sweet  corn,  tested  by  experience  and  use,  and 
sells  the  seed  so  as  to  net  him  about  $50  for  each  acre  in  the  crop.  The 
Milliman  homestead  comprises  seventy-five  acres  of  fine  land  in  Milan 
Township,  and  its  improvements  include  a  substantial  nine-room  house, 
painted  white,  and  other  good  farm  buildings,  barns,  sheds  for  tools  and 
for  drying  seed  corn  and  other  facilities. 

This  farm  has  been  Mr.  ililliman's  home  and  has  been  owned  by 
him  since  1897.  He  is  a  native  sou  of  IMilan  Township  and  was  born 
at  the  old  IMilliman  Farm  on  the  Cleveland  and  Elyria  Road  in  Febru- 
ary, 1875.  In  that  environment  he  srrew  to  manhood,  gained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Milan  Village,  and  partly,  bv  early  training, 
but  more  through  extensive  experience  and  hard  work,  has  developed 
into  one  of  the  most  capable  fruit-growing  and  general  farmers  in  Erie 
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County.    Erni'st  ]\rilliinan  is  a  son  of  Joliu  and  ilaria  (Iloak)  llilliman. 
a  fine  old  Ei'ir  (^lllllt\    family. 

In  his  honif  Idwiisliip  Ernest  Milliman  married  Miss  Burtis  Curtiss. 
She  was  born  at  Collins.  Huron  County,  Ohio,  August  7,  1879,  and  was 
well  educated  in  the  public  schools,  having  the  valuable  instruction 
afforded  by  that  venerable  educator.  Job  Fish,  and  prior  to  her  marriage 
she  herself  taught  school.  Her  parents  were  John  Pern-  and  Phoebe 
(Peasley)  Curtiss.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ohio  and  her  mother  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  they  were  married  in  Huron  County,  and  a  lew 
years  later  moved  to  Milan  Township,  locating  on  a  farm.  On  that 
farm  the  mother  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  when  Jlrs.  Milliman  was 
quite  young.  jMr.  Curtiss  later  moved  to  Willoughby,  Ohio,  married  a 
second  wife,  and  is  still  living  there,  about  seventy  years  of  age.  He 
is  a  democrat  in  politics.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milliman  have  two  promising 
.young  sons :  Russell,  born  June  27,  1905,  and  attending  the  fifth  grade 
of  the  public  schools,  and  Donald,  born  September  5,  1907.  Both  IMr. 
Milliman  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  Milan  Grange  No.  342  of 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  also  belongs  to  the  County  and  State 
Grange  organizations.  In  all  political  matters  he  is  strictly  independent, 
and  votes  only  for  candidates  and  policies  which  his  judgment  approves. 

Henry  Akers.  This  worthy  citizen  of  Vermilion  Township,  whose 
home  is  on  Rural  Route  No.  2  out  of  Veimiilion  Village,  is  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Erie  County,  and  is  well  entitled 
to  a  place  in  the  annaLs  of  a  county  whose  development  from  a  wild 
primitive  state  to  its  present  condition  he  has  mtnessed,  being  himself 
a  material  factor  in  the  grand  result. 

While  most  of  his  life  has  been  spent  within  the  borders  of  Erie 
County,  Henry  Akers  was  born  in  West  Prussia,  February  6.  1852,  a 
son  of  George  and  Eva  (Riever)  AkerS.  who  were  natives  of  the  .same 
province  and  of  old  German  stock.  Both  their  children  were  born  in 
Prussia.  The  daughter  was  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  Vermilion  Village 
after  the  birth  of  her  only  child,  Alden  Gerlaw. 

It  was  in  1856  that  this  little  family  set  out  from  the  shores  of 
Germany  to  come  to  America.  They  spent  ten  weeks  of  rough  sailing 
and  landed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  October.  From  New 
York  they  came  on  to  Ohio  and  soon  after  found  a  wild  tract  of  land 
in  Vermilion  Town.ship.  Their  first  home  was  a  log  cabin  in  the  midst 
of  the  heavy  woods.  Both  George  Akers  and  hi.s  wife  were  indus- 
trious and  thrifty  people  of  the  typical  German  stuck.  nn<l  by  their 
united  efforts  they,  finally  produced  a  farm  of  fofty  aires  witli  many  of 
the  improvements  and  home  comforts.  George  Al;(is  dicil  at  that  home 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  and  his  wife  lived  to  be  eighty-five.  They  were 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  and  in  politics  he  was  a 
democrat. 

The  only  one  of  the  children  now  living,  Henry  Akers  grew  up  from 
the  age  of  four  years  in  Erie  County.  His  earliest  recollections  are  of  a 
country  vastly  different  from  that  which  now  greets  his  eye.  From 
the  local  schools  he  gained  a  sufficient  education  for  his  needs,  and 
since  early  youth  has  been  pursuing  an  industrious  and  honorable 
course  through  the  world.  He  has  proved  ver\^  energetic  in  the  handling 
of  farms,  and  in  the  eoui'se  of  his  active  career  he  brought  under  culti- 
vation and  improvement  three  different  places.  His  present  home  is 
on  a  farm  of  52V2  acres,  all  of  it  under  cultivation,  and  improved  with 
a  good  hou.se  and  barn. 

In  Vermilion  Towmship  on  September  8,  1872,  Mr.  Akers  married 
Miss  Amanda  Rackley.  She  was  born  in  Doylestown,  Ohio,  September 
28.   1852.  but  she  r<'ceived  most  of  her  education  in  the  schools  near 
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Birmingliam  in  Erie  Comity.  Her  parents,  John  and  Rachel  (Green- 
ough)  Raekley  were  Pennsylvania  people.  Her  father  died  in  Doyles- 
town,  Ohio,  and  her  mother  in  Birmingham,  Ohio.  Her  mother  was 
very  active  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Her  father  was  quite  well 
educated  for  his  time,  and  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  in  other 
local  offices  while  living  in  Doylestown.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Akers  are  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
he  is  likewise  a  democrat,  and  for  fourteen  years  helped  to  maintain  the 
local  schools  at  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  in  the  office  of  school 
director.  He  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
he  has  helped  to  make  Erie  County  what  it  is  today.  He  and  his  wife 
are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Arthur. 

Frederick  W.  Wakefield.  The  closing  months  of  the  year  1915  find 
Mr.  Wakefield  serving  his  second  consecutive  term  as  mayor  of  the 
vigorous  and  attractive  little  City  of  Vei-milion,  Erie  County,  and  his 
administration  has  been  marked  by  the  same  liberality  and  progressive- 
ness  that  have  rnade  him  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  busi- 
ness men  of  this  part  of  the  county.  At  Vermilion  he  is  the  executive 
head  of  the  F.  W.  Wakefield  Brass  Company,  manufacturers  of  lighting 
fixtures  and  other  genei-al  lines  of  brass  products,  and  the  company  rep- 
resents one  of  the  important  industrial  enterprises  of  Erie  County,  its 
inception  and  development  being  primarily  due  to  the  well  ordered 
efforts  of  him  whose  name  initiates  this  paragraph.  The  well  equipped 
and  essentially  modem  plant  of  the  company  gives  employment  to  about 
fifty  persons,  including  a  number  of  specially  skilled  artisans,  and  the 
enterprise  has  been  a  valuable  addition  to  the  business  interests  of  Ver- 
milion. 

Mr.  Wakefield  was  born  in  the  City  of  Birmingham,  England,  on  the 
26th  of  April,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Wright)  Wake- 
field, both  of  whom  were  likewise  natives  of  Birmingham,  in  which 
important  manufacturing  city  of  England  they  continued  their  I'esidence 
until  1875,  when  they  came  with  their  children  to  the  United  States  and 
established  a  home  in  the  City  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  the  parents  having 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  the  Buckeye  State. 

Frederick  W.  Wakefield  acquired  his  early  educational  discipline  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  city  and  was  about  twelve  years  old  at  the  time 
of  the  family  immigration  to  the  United  States.  In  the  City  of  Cleve- 
land he  continued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  for  some  time  and 
finally  he  became  associated  with  his  uncle,  William  Wilkshire,  who  was 
the  pioneer  manufacturer  of  gas  fixtures  in  the  metropolis  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Wakefield  entered  the  employ  of  this  uncle  in  the  year  1882,  and 
continued  his  seiwices  about  five  years,  within  which  he  acquired  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  all  mechanical  details  of  the  busine.ss  and  also  gained 
valuable  knowledge  concerning  commercial  and  general  business  meth- 
ods. Later  he  was  employed  for  some  time  in  the  Cleveland  establish- 
ment of  C.  A.  Selzer,  an  importer  of  and  dealer  in  lighting  fixtures, 
brass  goods,  bric-a-brac,  etc.  He  remained  thus  engaged  about  eight 
years,  and  thereafter  establi.shed  himself  independently  in  a  similar 
line  of  business  in  Cleveland.  There  he  continued  his  operations  from ' 
1895  until  1905,  devoting  his  attention  primarily  to  the  manufacturing 
of  lighting  fixtures  and  a  general  line  of  brass  goods.  In  the  year  last 
mentioned  Mr.  Wakefield  transferred  his  residence  and  business  head- 
quarters to  Vernailion,  Erie  County,  where  he  has  successfully  developed 
his  manufacturing  enterprise  to  substantial  proportions  and  where  he 
has  become  an  honored  and  valued  addition  to  the  contingent  of  influ- 
ential business  men  of  Erie  County,  as  well  as  a  prominent  and  public- 
spirited  citizen. 
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Mr.  AVakefield  is  found  arrayed  as  a  stanch  aiul  well  lortified  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  and  policies  for  which  the  reijublican  party  has 
always  stood  sponsor  in  a  general  sense,  and  in  November,  1911,  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Vermilion,  his  induction  into  office  having  occurred  on 
the  1st  of  the  following  January.  His  broad-minded  and  progre.ssive 
administration  met  with  popular  approval,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
first  term  he  was  re-elected,  so  that  he  still  remains  as  the  efficient  and 
valued  executive  head  of  the  municipal  government  of  Vermilion.  In  his 
home  city  he  is  affiliated  with  Ely  Lodge  No.  424,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  he  retains  membershij)  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the 
City  of  Cleveland.  He  is  resourceful  and  resolute  in  the  activities  of 
business  and  has  the  elements  of  character  that  not  only  beget  objective 
confidence  and  esteem,  but  also  make  for  popularity  in  lioth  business 
and  social  circles.  The  beautiful  family  home  provided  by  Aliyof  Wake- 
field at  Vermilion  is  a  large  and  modern  residence  on  tlir  sluiirs  di  i^ake 
Erie,  and  the  same  is  a  center  of  much  of  the  reprfsiiitalivr  social 
activities  of  the  comiuunity,  with  Mrs.  Wakefield  as  its  gracious  and 
popular  chatelaine. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1895,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Wakefield  to  Miss  Mary  Foley,  who  was  born  in  tbr  City  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  ( Seals  i  I 'nicy,  who  were 
natives  of  the  City  of  London,  England,  whence  the\-  caiiiL-  to  the  United 
States  in  1872,  their  home  having  been  established  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  for  a  number  of  years  and  the  death  of  Mi"s.  Foley  having  there 
occurred.  Mrs.  Wakefield  later  accompanied  her  father  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  there  her  marriage  was  solemnized.  Mr.  and  Sirs.  Wakefield 
have  nine  children,  namely:  Clara  M.,  Albert  F.,  Alice  M.,  William  K.. 
Ruth  M.,  Frederick  W.,  Jr.,  George  P.,  Theodore  1)..  and  Ernest  II. 
Clara  M.  is  now  the  wife  of  Albert  C.  Hofrichter,  of  Vcnnilidii.  (•(.iiccrn- 
ing  whom  individual  mention  is  made  on  other  pages  of  this  ]>ul)li(a1ion. 
Albert  F.  Wakefield,  the  eldest  of  the  sons,  is  a  member  of  the  elass  of 
1917  in  the  great  University  of  Michigan,  in  the  City  of  Ann  Arbor. 

Charles  L.  Kuehlmann.  A  resident  of  Vermilion  Township  since 
1877,  Mr.  Kuehhnann  has  here  shown  his  strength  in  the  mastering  of 
expedients  and  the  taking  advantage  of  opportunities  presented,  for 
from  a  small  ti-act  of  laud  which  he  first  ohtained  and  which  was  Iargel\- 
given:  over  to  the  native  timber,  he  has  reclaimed  and  improved  a  fine 
landed  estate  of  more  than  350  acres.  As  a  young  man,  and  within  a 
decade  after  liis  immigration  from  his  German  Fatherland,  he  estab- 
lishrd  his  hoiii.'  ill  llric  ( 'ounty,  and  that  he  has  made  the  intervening 
years  |ir<iiilii'  iii  jMixuial  achievement  needs  no  further  voucher  than 
his  preseid  status  as  one  of  the  substantial  agriculturists  and  general 
farmers  of  the  county  and  as  a  eili/cn  whose  prominence  and  influence 
Iiave  further  basis  in  the  sterling  eharaeleristies  that  have  gained  to 
him  unqualified  popular  esteem,  lie  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Vei-milion  Township  and  is  serving  with  characteristic  fidelity  and  cir- 
eiunspection  as  president  of  the  board  of  education  of  that  township. 
a  position  of  which  he  has  been  the  valued  incumbent  for  several  years. 

In  the  Prussian  Province  of  Posen,  Germany,  Mr.  Kuehlmann  was 
born  on  the  25th  of  June,  1850,  his  parents,  John  and  Wilhelmina 
(Radke)  Kuehlmann,  having  been  born  and  reai-ed  in  that  section  of 
Germany.  In  his  native  province  Mr.  Kuehlmann  was  reared  to  adult 
age  and  there  he  received  the  advantages  of  the  national  school.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  in  1868.  he  severed  the  home  ties  and  set  forth 
to  seek  his  fortunes  in  America.  Soon  after  landing  in  the  country 
of  his  adoption  young  Kuehlmann  made  his  way  to  Ohio  and  estab- 
lished  his  residence   at  Berea.   Cuvahoga   Coniity.   wbei-e  he   cotitinued 
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Iiis  activities  about  a  decade.  He  then,  in  the  spring  of  1877,  came 
to  Erie  County  and  purchased  fifty  acres  of  partially  cleared  land  in 
Vermilion  Township,  this  tract  constituting  an  integral  part  of  his 
present  line  hiuncstead  place  of  203  acres,  the  additional  land  having 
been  iiuivliiiscil  IVoin  time  to  time,  in  consonance  with  expenditures 
justified  iiy  Ills  imreasing  success  and  financial  prosperity.  He  first  set- 
tled virtually  in  the  forest  wilds,  and  then  set  himself  vigorously  to 
the  task  of  reclaiming  his  land  to  cultivation.  It  may  well  be  under- 
stood that  under  such  conditions  prosperity  is  not  easily  won  and  that 
sybaritic  tendencies  have  to  be  foregone  entirel}^  Energy,  determina- 
tion and  self-reliance  bring  results  and  thus  it  is  through  his  own  efforts 
that  Mr.  Kuehlmaun  has  developed  not  only  his  present  fine  homestead 
of  203  acres  but  b.is  become  the  owner  also  of  another  well  improved 
farm,  of  151'^.  ^n  r,  s,  likiwise  eligibly  situated  in  Vermilion  Township. 
He  gives  a  most  j)un(tiiious  supervision  to  all  details  of  his  farm  opera- 
tions and  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  substantial  agriculturists  and 
stock-growers  of  a  county  to  which  he  came  as  a  young  man  with  but 
nominal  financial  resources.  His  parents  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1869  and  resided  at  Berea,  Ohio,  until  1877,  when  they  likewise  came 
to  Vermilion  Township,  Erie  County,  where  they  passed  the  closing 
3'ears  of  their  long  and  useful  lives. 

Mr.  Kuehlmanu  is  foiuid  aligned  in  a  general  way  as  a  supporter 
of  the  principles  and  policies  for  which  the  republican  party  stands 
sponsor,  and  in  community  affairs  he  has  shown  the  utmost  liberality 
and  public  spirit.  He  has  had  no  ambition  for  public  office  but  his 
civic  loyalty  and  his  desire  to  further  the  educational  interests  of 
his  township  have  been  shown  through  his  efficient  service  as  a  member 
and  president  of  the  townsliip  board  of  education.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  Vermilion  Telephone  Company  and  he  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Germaii  ilethodist  Episcopal  ChiU'ch  in  the  Village  of 
Vermilion. 

At  Berea,  this  state,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1872,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Kuehlmann  to  Miss  Augusta  Seidler,  who  likewise  is 
a  native  of  the  Province  of  Posen,  Prussia,  where  her  parents  passed 
their  entire  lives,  her  father,  Jacob  Seidler,  having  there  been  a  pros- 
perous farmer.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Kuehlmann  are :  Fred- 
erick C,  Rudolph,  Minnie  L.,  Otto  H.,  Reinhard  E.  and  John  W.  The 
only  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  Capt.  Charles  Gagenheimer,  and 
they  reside  in  the  Village  of  Vennilion. 

Ralph  M.  Lockwood.  In  the  death  of  Ralph  M.  Loekwood  on  June 
22,  1906,  there  was  removed  from  Erie  County  one  of  the  most  upright, 
energetic  and  lovable  of  the  local  merchants  and  business  men.  He  rep- 
resented that  fine  New  England  stock  which  after  being  transplanted 
to  Northern  Ohio  flowered  and  gave  to  Erie  County  some  of  its  most 
notable  men  and  women.  Mr.  Loekwood  himself  is  remembered  as  a 
man  of  even  and  gentle  disposition,  singularly  alert  in  business  matters, 
and  public  spirited  in  his  attitude  toward  citizenship  and  tow-ard  the 
larger  social  life  of  his  community. 

He  was  born  at  Milan,  Ohio,  July  21,  1851,  and  was  not  yet  fifty-five 
years  of  age  wdien  he  died.  He  was  the  second  of  eight  children  born  to 
Stephen  and  Sarah  (Lockwood)  Lockwood,  and  was  a  grandson  of 
Ralph  Lockwood,  who  with  his  two  brothers,  George  and  Ileniy,  became 
identified  with  the  very  earliest  settlement  of  Erie  County.  The  Lock- 
wood  family  before  coming  west  lived  in  and  around  Norwalk,  Con- 
necticut. The  name  of  various  members  of  this  family  is  frequently 
'referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  individual  sketches  that  appear  in  this 
publication. 
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The  early  education  of  Ralph  M.  Lockwood  came  from  the  common 
schools.  He  was  still  very  young  when  he  acquired  his  first  experience 
as  a  merchant,  and  it  was  as  a  merchant  that  he  rendered  his  best  service 
to  the  community.  He  was  a  man  of  strict  honesty,  and  his  own  reputa- 
tion stood  behind  all  the  merchandise  which  passed  over  his  counters. 
For  many  years  he  was  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Lockwood  &  Smith, 
which  mercantile  establishment  was  known  throughout  Erie  and  Huron 
counties.' 

On  June  17,  1874,  Mr.  Lockwood  married  Emma  Montgomery,  a 
daughter  of  Usher  and  Sarah  Montgomery.  To  their  mari-iage  were 
born  two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Verna  is  now  the 
wife  of  Judge  Roy  H.  Williams,  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at 
Sandusky. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Lockwood  was  a  Mason,  being  affiliated  with  the 
lodge  at  Milan.  His  own  life  was  in  keeping  with  the  principles  of  that 
craft,  and  it  is  the  nature  of  the  highest  praise  to  say  that  he  was  a 
devoted  husband  and  father,  a  loyal  friend,  and  instant  in  charity  to  the 
poor  and  needy. 

Charles  Kuhl.  Probably  no  family  had  harder  and  more  romantic 
experiences  in  getting  started  in  the  world  than  the  Kuhls,  now  rep- 
i-esented  by  Charles  Kuhl  of  Vermilion  Township.  Mr.  Kuhl  himself 
has  inherited  all  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  his  honored  father, 
though  his  career  has  been  one  of  comparative  ease  compared  to  the  dif- 
ficulties which  his  father  met  and  encountered  during  his  early  experi- 
ences in  Northern  Ohio.  Mr.  Charles  Kuhl  has  a  fine  farm  and  rural 
home  on  rural  route  No.  2  out  of  Vermilion  Township.  He  was  born 
in  Brownhelm  Township  of  Lorain  County,  January  11,  1861. 

His  parents  were  Henry  J.  and  Catherine  (Cook)  Kuhl,  the  former 
a  native  of  Hessen  and  the  latter  of  Mecklenburg,  Germany.  Henry 
J.  Kuhl  was  born  April  10,  1815,  and  his  wife  was  born  four  or  five 
years  later.  It  was  in  1837  that  Heni-y  J.  Kuhl  came  to  the  United 
States  on  a  sailing  vessel,  spending  seven  weeks  in  the  voyage,  his  ship 
encountering  very  rough  seas.  At  one  time  it  was  blown  back  on  its 
course  and  delayed  foiirteen  days.  The  Hanover  was  a  good  ship  how- 
ever, and  finally  landed  its  passengers  at  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Henry 
J.  Kuhl  came  in  company  with  some  comrades  from  the  same  section  of 
Germany,  and  on  landing  he  was  completely  without  resources  and  had 
no  friends  to  depend  iipon.  He  started  out  with  a  pocketful  of  hard- 
tack, and  in  the  course  of  his  wanderings  experienced  hunger  and  many 
hardships.  He  finally  reached  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  given 
some  work  that  paid  him  four  dollai-s  a  month.  His  father  had  died 
back  in  Germany  ;iiiil  sdiiie  time  previously  his  mother  and  the  other 
sons  and  daugliliis  li;i(l  iDme  to  America  and  had  located  in  Hui-on, 
Ohio.  They  cxincird  the  arrival  of  Henry  J.,  and  advertised  in 
various  papers  for  him.  He  first  heard  of  this  advertisement  and  knew 
the  location  of  his  people  while  he  was  in  Pittsburg.  He  wrote  his 
mother,  and  she  sent  her  son.  Wolf  Kuhl,  to  Pittsburg.  Wolf  walked 
all  the  way,  found  his  brother,  and  they  at  once  started  back  on  foot 
a.nd  soon  the  family  were  reunited  in  Erie  County.  Later  the  sons, 
Henry,  Wolf,  John  and  Peter,  went  to  Toledo  to  get  work  on  the  Maumee 
Canal.  While  there  the  mother  and  two  daughters  who  had  remained 
behind  at  Huron  died  from  malaria  fever.  These  were  only  a  few  of 
the  hardships  encountered  by  the  Kuhl  family  during  their  early  years 
in  America.  The  sons  finally  got  a  start,  and  individually  they  pros- 
pered in  varying  degrees. 

Henry  J.  Kuhl  finally  located  on  a  farm  in  I'.i'dwiilielni  Township  of 
Lorain  County,  bought  a  few  acres,  and  having  already  proved  himself 
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honest  aud  trustworthy  he  got  sufficient  credit  to  enable  him  to  work 
his  fai-m  properly  aud  establish  a  home.  Then  iu  1863  he  left  Lorain 
County  aud  moved  to  Vermilion  Township.  Here  he  bought  112  acres 
and  went  iu  debt  !ii3,000  for  it.  He  and  his  wife  were  people  of  that 
type  of  character  who  are  not  afraid  to  assume  responsibilities,  and  by 
hard  work,  much  self  denial,  they  tiually  paid  off  the  debt  and  then 
went  ahead  increasing  their  possessions  until  eventually  over  400  acres 
of  land  were  owned  by  Henry  J.  Kuhl,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  worth  over  $50,000.  It  was  all  honestly  won,  and  for  what  he  made 
of  his  opportunities  and  resources  there  are  few  other  men  in  Erie 
County  w-ho  were  more  successful.  He  died  on  his  Vermilion  Township 
farm  on  May  5,  1886,  and  his  wife  passed  away  six  years  later,  being 
at  that  time  a  year  older  than  her  husband  when  he  died.  They  were 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  active  in  local  affairs,  and  in  poli- 
tics he  was  first  a  democrat  and  afterwards  an  ardent  republican.  His 
fellow  citizens  bestowed  upon  him  several  local  offices,  and  in  every  way 
he  was  worthy  of  trust. 

Hemy  J.  Kuhl  and  wife  had  seven  children:  Henry  J.,  Jr.,  died 
after  his  marriage  and  left  two  daughters,  Anna  aud  Lena.  Eliza  mar- 
ried John  Alheit,  and  both  are  now  deceased,  leaving  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  the  daughters  being  all  married.  John,  now  deceased, 
was  twice  married  and  he  had  six  children  by  his  first  wife  and  one 
daughter  by  the  second.  Peter  married  Eliza  Will,  aud  both  are  now 
deceased  and  left  one  living  child.  George  was  scalded  to  death  in  hot 
lye  when  five  years  of  age.    Margaret  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.'  Charles  Kuhl  was  married  in  1888  in  Lorain  County  to  Miss 
Mary  Loeffler.  She  was  born  in  Champaign  County,  Illinois,  November 
6,  1865,  and  was  reared  partly  there  and  partly  in  Lorain  County.  Her 
father,  George  B.  Loeffler,  was  born  iu  Wurtembei'g,  Germany,  and  is 
now  living  in  Ogden,  Illinois,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  Mrs.  Kuhl's 
mother  died  when  the  daughter  was  eleven  months  of  age,  and  her  father 
married  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Kuhl  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  estate  of  155  acres.  It  is  all  well 
improved  and  thoroughly  cultivated,  and  his  crops  comprise  the  different 
cereals,  potatoes,  some  fruit,  and  he  gets  most  of  his  revenues  directly 
through  the  live  stock  that  he  sells  oft'  his  farm.  His  improvements  are 
of  an  uuusuall}^  substantial  nature.  He  has  a  large  bank  barn  with  a 
basement  under  all,  and  a  comfortable  nine-room  house. 

Of  the  children  Albert  K.  was  born  on  this  farm  and  has  lived  here 
since  infancy,  received  an  education  in  the  local  schools,  and  is  now  an 
active  assistant  to  his  father.  Martha  K.  graduated  from  high  school, 
is  a  teacher,  and  lives  at  home.  Ruth  is  the  wife  of  Ralph  Risdon,  a 
farmer  of  Vermilion  Township,  and  they  have  a  son  Glenn.  Clarence 
died  when  seventeen  mouths  of  age.  Bertha  is  attending  school  and 
Ethel  May  died  in  March,  1915,  at  the  age  of  eightyears.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  in  politics  IMr.  Kuhl  is  a 
republican,  his  son  being  of  the  same  political  faith.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  taken  special  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  local  schools, 
has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  has  also  served  as  township 
trustee. 

C.  V.  Baumgaedner.  The  C.  V.  Baumgardner  Piano  Company  of 
Sandusky  has  some  special  characteristics  and  distinctions  as  a  music 
house  specially  organized  and  maintained  to  handle  the  best  instruments 
manufactvired  in  the  country.  The  business  was  incorporated  in  Decem- 
ber, 1913,  and  is  capitalized  at  $25,000.  At  the  head  of  the  company  is 
C.  V.  Baumgardner,  who  for  years  has  made  a  special  study  of 
He  is  an  authority  on  tone  qualities,  durability  and  all  other  feati 
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of  piano  coiistruetiou  and  use.  His  expert  skill  has  been  converted  into 
a  reliable  service  to  the  large  retail  trade  centered  at  Sandusky,  since 
his  advice  and  counsel  practically  insure  the  individual  purchaser  of  the 
best  values  in  pianos  for  the  money.  In  fact,  the  company  is  owned 
and  controlled  by  Sandusky  business  men  of  the  highest  character,  and 
every  piano  sold  carries  with  it  a  lifetime  guarantee. 

This  business  was  first  started  in  Sandusky  a  number  of  years  ago 
by  C.  V.  Baumgardner,  who  carried  on  the  business  successfully  until 
merged  into  the  present  Corporation  in  December,  1913,  with  the  fol- 
lowing officers :  J.  F.  Starkey,  president ;  John  A.  Geideman,  vice  presi- 
dent and  treasurer;  C.  B.  DeWitt,  secretary;  F.  H.  Meese,  director; 
C.  V.  Baumgardner,  director.  The  officers  also  holding  on  the  board  of 
direction.  John  McKelvey,  E.  H.  Savord  and  H.  W.  Parsons  were 
among  the  incorporators.  The  present  officers  of  the  company  since 
then  are :  C.  V.  Baumgardner,  president ;  John  A.  Geideman,  vice 
president ;  F.  E.  Swain,  secretary.  ]Mr.  Swain  is  probably  one  of  the  best 
known  piano  men  in  Northern  Ohio  and  was  for  some  years  with  John  F. 
Renner,  piano  dealer  of  Sandusky,  and  is  very  talented  and  stands  high 
in  musical  circles,  and  John  A.  Millott,  treasurer. 

The  extensive  warerooms  of  tlie  company  are  located  at  426  Huron 
Avenue.  Through  the  judgment  and  experience  of  Mr.  Baumgardner, 
the  executive  head  of  this  company,  the  business  is  a  flourishing  one,  and 
has  well  deserved  unqualified  success  on  account  of  the  basic  principles 
upon  which  it  is  established,  that  is,  to  afford  a  reliable  medium  for  pur- 
chasers of  the  standard  makes  of  instruments.  The  pianos  and  piano 
players  handled  by  the  company  include  such  standai'd  makes  as  the 
A.  B.  Chase,  Smith  &  Nixon,  Hobart  M.  Cable,  Francis  Bacon,  Knabe 
Bros,  and  the  Baumgardner  pianos,  and  have  also  the  sole  agency  for 
the  celebrated  Starr  line  of  pianos. 

Mr.  Baumgardner  married  Miss  Evelyn  Ida  Hoffman,  of  Manistee, 
Michigan,  and  the.y  have  the  following  children:  Dorothy  May,  Mar- 
gorie  Fay  and  Alice  Elaine. 

Mr.  Baumgardner  is  a  member  of  Sandusky  Lodge  No.  285,  B.  P. 
0.  E.,  and  is  independent  in  politics. 

Joseph  S.  King.  Erie  County  lost  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  esteemed 
citizens  in  the  death  of  Joseph  S.  King  at  his  home  in  Berlin  Township, 
January  20,  1910.  All  the  older  citizens  of  that  section  of  Erie  County 
will  recall  the  influence  and  activities  of  this  sterling  old  citizen.  The 
home  at  which  he  died  in  Ogontz  Corners  is  still  the  home  of  Mrs.  King, 
who  is  also  of  the  older  American  stock  in  Erie  County. 

The  late  Joseph  S.  King  was  born  in  Florence  Township  in  1887. 
His  father  was  Chester  King,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  where  he  married, 
and  in  the  early  days  came  to  Ohio,  locating  on  130  acres  of  almost  wild 
land  in  Florence  Township.  A  portion  of  this  original  farm  has  never 
passed  oiit  of  the  family  possession  and  is  now  owned  by  Frank  0.  King, 
son  of  Joseph  S.  Chester  King  and  his  wife  spent  their  many  years 
of  useful  toil  and  good  citizenship  on  that  old  farm.  They  left  a 
family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

It  was  on  that  old  li(uncsli':i(l,  with  its  many  associations  for  members 
of  the  King  family,  lli.it  .liisr|ih  S.  King  spent  most  of  his  lifetime. 
Only  a  few  years  before  his  dcalli  he  moved  to  Berlin  Heights,  and  lived 
retired.  He  was  a  very  successful  farmer,  and  a  man  of  leadership  in 
his'community.     He  was  a  republican  in  polities. 

After  he  resigned  the  heavier  cares  and  responsibilities  of  farming 
he  moved  to  the  home  in  Berlin  Township  on  M'hich  he  spent  his  last 
days  and  where  '^h's.  King  now  lives.  This  home  comprises  ten  acres 
of  good  land,  with  a  large  and  well  built  house  of  eight  rooms,  and  an 
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almost  new  barn.  Mrs.  King  also  owns  forty  acres  of  the  old  homestead 
in  Florence  Township.  The  Florence  Township  farm  was  in  many 
ways  a  direct  result  of  the  enterprise  of  the  late  Joseph  S.  King,  who 
had  improved  many  of  its  acres  from  the  wilderness  condition  in  which 
he  first  found  it. 

Mr.  King  arrived  as  trustee  of  Florence  Township,  and  was  once  a 
candidate  for  county  commissioner,  but  was  defeated  with  the  rest  of 
his  party  ticket.  He  was  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  active  in  Masonic 
affairs,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  members  in  this  fra- 
ternity and  his  friends  and  associates  in  all  the  relations  of  a  long  life. 

Josppli  S.  King  married  for  his  first  wife  Malone  Masters,  who  was 
born  in  Xew  York  State  and  was  seven  years  of  age  when  she  came 
to  Erie  County.  She  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  1890  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two.  Her  three  children  were:  Charles,  who  died  in  1866  at 
the  age  of  thirteen ;  Jlrs.  Ella  A.  Andress,  and  Frank  0. 

The  present  Mrs.  King  before  her  marriage  was  Mary  A.  IMeyer. 
She  was  born  in  Vermilion  Township,  March  17,  1868,  was  reared  in 
that  community,  and  received  an  excellent  education  in  the  public  schools. 
Mrs.  King  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children  born  to  John  P.  and 
Anna  C.  (Morris)  Meyer.  Her  father  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
in  1822,  served  five  .years  in  the  German  army  and  when  still  a  young 
man  came  to  the  United  States.  After  reaching  Erie  County  his  first 
work  was  on  a  farm  in  Vermilion  Township,  and  he  followed  various 
other  lines  of  employment  up  to  1872,  in  which  year  he  moved  to  the 
Barton  Ridge  Road  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  was  a  pros- 
perous and  progressive  farmer,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  the  comforts 
which  his  industry  had  earned  for  him.  His  death  occurred  January 
28,  1911,  in  his  eighty-ninth  year.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1831,  in 
Germany,  died  May  15.  1910,  and  she  had  come  when  a  child  with  her 
mother  and  brothers  to  Erie  County.  Besides  Mrs.  King  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Meyer  family  now  living  are  George,  Nicholas,  Anna  and 
Elizabeth. 

Mrs.  King  has  one  daughter,  Margaret  L..  who  was  born  January  1, 
1899,  and  has  finished  the  grade  schools  and  is  a  member  of  the  high 
school  class  of  1916  at  Berlin  Heights.  She  and  her  mother  are  members 
of  the  Berlin  Heights  Congregational  Church. 

S.  0.  Richardson,  III,  is  one  of  the  very  energetic  younger  business 
men  of  Sandusky,  where  he  is  local  manager  for  the  Libbey  Glass  Com- 
pany. The  Sandusky  plant  of  this  world-wide  known  corporation  was 
established  in  1905,  and  for  several  years  young  Mr.  Richardson  has 
been  its  manager.  It  is  one  of  the  large  and  important  industries  in 
the  city  and  has  an  average  of  130  emplo.yes  on  the  payroll. 

The  Libbey  Glass  Company  was  originally  an  English  concern,  and 
its  organization  dates  back  to  1815,  fully  a  century  ago.  The  name 
Libbey  is  one  of  the  oldest  trade-marks  synonymous  with  high  standard 
of  products  in  glass  making  in  the  world.  S.  0.  Richardson,  III,  was 
born  December  18,  1887,  and  is  a  son  of  S.  0.  Richardson.  Jr.,  and 
Jennie  B.  (Barrett)  Richardson.  His  father  lives  in  Toledo  and  is 
vice  president  of  the  Libbey  Glass  Company. 

The  son  was  educated  in  St.  Paul  College  at  Concord,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  graduated  from  Harvard  University  with  tln^  class  of  1911 
and  the  degree  A.  B.  Since  leaving  school  he  has  lifoii  cMiiiicM-tcd  with 
the  Libbey  Glass  Company  and  the  Westlake  Automalir  Ahn  liin.'  Com- 
pany. "While  the  name  Libbey  has  signified  the  bi<jli(  st  si;iii,lai-d  of 
excellence  in  cut  glass,  an  important  branch  of  the  indii^i  i  \ .  |iaiticnlarl.y 
at  Sandusky,  has  been  the  manufacture  of  bulbs  for  iiirainl.s-Mni  ilectric 
lights.     This  is  the  first  plant  in  the  United  States  of  its  kind  run  by 
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aiilomaliL-  machinery.  The  Sandusky  factory  contains  eight  automatic 
machines,  and  it  is  said  there  is  no  better  equipped  glass  factory  for  the 
making  of  the  finest  grades  of  glassware  anywhere  in  the  country. 

^Ir.  Richardson  is  a  member  of  the  Sunyendeand  Club  at  Sandusky, 
the  Sandusky  Ad  Club  and  the  Federated  Commercial  Club.  On  Feb- 
rua:-y  3,  1914,  at  Toledo,  he  married  Miss  Gertrude  Lewis,  a  daughter 
of  C.  T.  Lewis  of  Toledo.  They  have  one  daughter,  Patricia  Lewis 
Richardson. 

Alfred  Schni;rr.  A  contractor  and  builder  at  Sandusky,  whose 
record  of  practical  accomplishment  can  be  read  in  many  substantial 
structures  of  brick  and  stone  and  wood,  is  Alfred  Schnurr. 

It  would  hardly  be  possible  to  enumerate  all  the  buildings  which  he 
has  constructed  since  entering  the  business  of  contracting,  but  some  of 
the  more  important  during  the  past  twelve  years,  constructed  either  by 
himself  individually  or  in  partnership  with  others,  are  the  following: 
.Mitten  Factory  on  Ahu'L-ct  Street  :  On.-  Minute  Wiisher  Company  Build- 
ing on  Market  Street  ;  S.nhliisky  Anto  I'iii'ts  I'.uil.linii'  on  First  Street; 
Suspension  Rolli'i-  ISiMi'lng'  l-'.-ietoi'v  on  l''ii'st  Street:  the  high  school 
Iniilding  at  Vermilion;  the  high  school  building  at  Berlin  Heights;  the 
Nurses  Home  of  Providence  Hospital ;  the  new  central  fire  station  in 
Sandusky;  the  Griffin  Plant  at  Chicago  Junction;  the  Star  Theater 
Building,  Beilstein  Laundry,  the  Musschel  Flats,  the  Caswell  Garage, 
Sandusky;  the  Hotel  Hillcrest,  Middle  Bass  Island;  and  the  Oelschlager 
store  at  Put-in-Bay. 

This  young  contractor  whose  work  shows  that  he  is  one  of  the  leaders 
in  his  profession,  was  born  in  Freiburg,  Germany.  May  17,  1878.  His 
parents  were  Frank  and  Amelia  (]Mutterer)  Schnurr.  His  father  came 
to  America  in  search  of  a  home,  and  some  months  later  his  wife  and 
children  followed.  Frank  Schniirr  is  still  living  at  Sandusky,  and  one 
of  the  honored  old  residents.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed 
that  occupation  after  coming  to  America,  and  is  still  in  the  ranks  of  the 
active  men  of  his  trade  in  Sandusky. 

Alfred  Schnurr  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  five  sons.  He  re- 
ceived his  edixcation  in  the  parochial  schools  and  in  the  International 
Correspondence  School  at  Scranton,  Penns.ylvania,  where  he  took  several 
technical  courses  in  order  to  better  prepare  himself  for  his  important 
work  as  general  contractor.  Quite  early  in  life  he  began  learning  the 
carpenter's  trade  under  his  father,  and  worked  for  him  as  a  regular 
.iourneyman  for  a  year.  He  was  then  with  George  Feick  &  Company, 
building  contractors,  for  eight  years. 

In  1903  ilr.  Schnurr  formed  a  ])artnership  witli  Anton  Shaeffer 
under  the  firm  name  of  Shaeffer  &  Schnurr.  Their  business  as  contract- 
ors continued  until  1906,  at  which  time  Mr.  Schnurr  engaged  in  business 
for  himself,  and  has  since  continued  as  a  building  contractor. 

In  politics  Mr.  Schnurr  is  an  independent  voter,  and  is  a  citizen 
whose  public  spirit  can  always  be  depended  upon  to  support  those  move- 
ments which  are  most  essential  to  community  welfare.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  On  November  28,  ]  900.  at  Sandusky, 
he  married  Miss  Ida  Killian,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Catherine  Killian. 
To  their  marriage  have  been  born  three  children:  Emily,  born  Jidy  21, 
1901 ;  Alton,  born  November  8.  1903 ;  and  Alfred,  born  June  2,  1905. 

Elbert  B.  Welch.  One  of  the  representative  citizens  who  are 
effectively  demonstrating  the  possibilities  for  splendid  success  in  the 
industry  of  fruit  culture  in  Erie  County  is  Mr.  Welch,  whose  extensive 
yearly  products  are  sold  at  wholesale  and  who  also  gives  special  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  vegetables  for  the  wholesale  market.     His  well 
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improved  farm  of  135  acres  is  eligibly  situated  in  Vermilion  Township, 
and  the  greater  portion  of  the  place  is  devoted  to  fruit-growing  and 
diversified  horticulture,  though  he  carries  forward  equally  successful 
operations  as  a  general  agricultm-ist  and  stock-grower. 

In  the  township  that  now  represents  his  home  Mr.  Welch  was  bom 
on  the  15th  of  October,  1866,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Emily  (Ball) 
"Welch,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland  and  the 
latter  in  Vermilion  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  her  parents 
settled  in  the  early  pioneer  days.  Jesse  Ball,  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Vermilion 
Township,  where  he  established  his  home  in  1816,  his  pioneer  home- 
stead, which  came  into  his  possession  virtually  a  century  ago,  having 
been  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  west  of  the  present  Village  of  Ver- 
milion. In  1818  he  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  him  whose  name 
introduces  this  article,  in  the  southern  part  of  Vermilion  Township. 
Here  he  erected  as  the  family  domicile  a  primitive  log  cabin,  which  con- 
tinued his  place  of  abode  for  many  years,  the  while  he  was  putting  forth 
untiring  effort  in  reclaiming  his  land  from  the  wilderness  and  bringing 
it  under  cultivation.  In  1842  he  erected  a  frame  house,  which  is  still 
standing  and  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation.  On  this  old  home- 
stead this  sterling  pioneer  and  his  noble  wife  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  and  their  names  merit  place  on  the  permanent  pages  of  Erie 
County-  history. 

Thomas  Welch  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and  immi- 
grated to  the  T'liitod  States  between  the  years  1848  and  1850.  He  finally 
came  to  Eric  <  '(iiinty  ami  lie  became  one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists 
and  representativr  citiziiis  of  Vennilion  Township,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  November,  1895,  his  wife 
surviving  him  by  several  years  and  having  passed  her  entire  life  in  Erie 
County. 

Elbert  B.  Welch  grew  to  adult  age  under  the  invigorating  influences 
of  the  home  farm,  and  in  addition  to  receiving  the  advantages  of  the 
public  schools  of  Vermilion  Township  he  attended  also  an  excellent  pri- 
vate school  conducted  by  Prof.  Job  Fish,  in  Florence  Township.  That 
he  made  good  use  of  the  educational  opportunities  thus  presented  is 
demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  during  eight  winter  terms  he  was  found 
engaged  as  a  yoiithful  biit  specially  successful  teacher  in  the  rural 
schools  of  Vermilion  and  Florence  townships.  Prom  his  youth  to  the 
present  day  he  has  given  loyal  allegiance  to  the  great  basic  industry  of 
agriculture,  and  he  has  macle  the  ancestral  homestead  one  of  the  model 
farmsteads  of  Vermilion  Township.  In  the  wholesale  distribution  of 
his  large  annual  crops  of  fruit  and  vegetables  he  finds  his  principal 
market  in  the  City  of  Lorain,  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  enterprising 
agriciilturists  and  fruit-growers  of  .his  native  county  and  as  a  citizen  of 
utmost  progressiveness  and  public  spirit.  His  political  support  is  given 
to  the  republican  paity.  ami  at  A^ermilion  he  is  affiliated  with  Lakeview 
Camp  No.  6"2."i(i,  .Mndini  W linen  of  America. 

On  the  5tli  (if  .lanuar.x.  isOO,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Welch  and  Miss  Edith  Sutton,  who  likewise  was  born  and  reared  in 
Vermilion  Township  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Nelson  Sutton,  her  father 
having  come  to  Erie  County  from  the  State  of  New  York  and  having 
become  one  of  the  pioneer  farmers  of  Vermilion  Township.  For  some 
time  Mr.  Sutton  operated  a  saw  mill,  the  power  for  which  he  supplied 
by  constructing  a  dam  across  LaChappel  Creek.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch 
have  two  children.  Earl  S.,  who  is  associated  with  the  work  and  manage- 
ment of  the  home  farm,  and  married  Winafred  T.  Page  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  and  Velma  M.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Lorain,  Lorain  County. 

Mr.  Welch  is  a  director  of  the  Erie  County  Banking  Company,  at 
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Vermilion,  and  is  second  vice  president  of  this  substantial  and  popular 
institution.  Other  capitalistic  investments  further  indicate  the  solidity 
of  his  achievement  as  a  man  of  affairs,  and  it  may  specially  be  noted 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Vermilion  Telei^hone  Company,  of 
the  directorate  of  which  he  is  still  a  member.  He  was  the  promoter  and 
organizer  of  the  Diamond  Cheese  Company,  at  Axtel,  Vermilion  Town- 
ship, and  has  been  its  secretary  from  the  time  of  its  incorporation. 
Since  1903  Mr.  "Welch  has  been  prominently  concerned  with  the  live- 
stock industry  in  this  section  of  the  state,  as  a  breeder  and  grower  of 
registered  Holstein  cattle,  and  of  the  same  he  has  made  large  sales  for 
feeding  purposes.  To  A.  AV.  Leadrich  he  sold  a  Holstein  heifer  that  won 
the  world's  championship  prize  as  a  senior  2-year-old,  this  distinction 
having  been  gained  by  standard  official  tests.  He  has  in  stock  at  the 
present  time,  in  the  autumn  of  1915,  fourteen  head  of  registered  Holstein 
cattle  of  the  best  strains  for  milk  and  Imtter  production,  and  lie  has  done 
much  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  cattle  imliistry  in  liis  n^itivi-  coniity, 

besides  which  he  has  been  for  the  past  t\\riit>-  ycin-s  a  siircrssful  In- Iw 

of  high-grade  Berkshii'e  swine,  his  hmnt  stciiil  liciiig  n(i\v  l<no\\ii  as  the 
Diamond  Stock  Farm.  He  continued  his  residence  on  his  fine  home- 
stead farm  until  1914,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  the  City  of 
Lorain,  about  twenty  miles  distant,  where  he  has  since  contiinied  his  resi- 
dence, with  a  wide  circle  of  friends  in  both  Erie  ami  l.ni'aiii  i-diiinirs. 
His  success  has  been  of  unequivocal  order  and  has  i;i\iii  |mi,>ii1  i\  iihin/i. 
of  his  energy,  his  initiative  ability  and  his  progressi\c  iHilicics.  Iicsiilrs 
which  he  has  so  oi'dered  his  course  as  to  merit  and  receive  the  unqualified 
confidence  and  good  will  of  those  witli  wliom  he  has  come  in  contact  in 
the  vai'ied  relations  of  life. 

Edward  Henry  ^Iarsii,  born  September  14.  1851,  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  the  son  of  Edward  Loekwood  and  Lucetta  Rol)inson  (Hole) 
JMarsh,  has  been  a  resident  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  for  the  past  forty-three 
years.  In  the  year  1879  he  married  Caroline  Mackey  Lea,  youngest 
daughter  of  James  D.  and  Caroline  Mackey  Lea,  pioneer  residents 
of  Sandusky  and  Erie  County,  and  to  this  union  two  children  were 
born,  Edward  Lea  and  Caroline  Lea.  who  survived  the  death  of  their 
mother,  which  occurred  June  10,  1885.     Mr.  ]\Iarsh  never  remarried. 

On  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1884.  he  succeeiled  liini  as  a  meml)er 
of  the  firm  of  Marsh  &  Company,  which  was  established  in  Cincinnati. 
Ohio,  in  1843.  IMar.sh  &  Company  were  the  pionci'r  manufacturers  of 
plaster  of  paris  in  Ohio.  In  1886  he  became  sole  owner  of  the  business 
and  immediately  abandoned  the  Sandusky  plant  that  was  located  at 
the  foot  of  Wayne  Street  for  more  than  thirty-four  years  and  erected 
a  mill  of  miich  <:i''':itci-  .-niiacity  and  commenced  the  development  on  a 
larger  scale  of  lln'  uxpsnin  deposit  and  property,  known  as  the  "Car- 
rielea  Farm,"  at  Plaster  P.eds,  Ottawa  County,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Marsh  never  aspired  to  public  honors;  his  inclination  has  been 
to  foster  and  encourage  by  active  participation  in  financial,  inchistrial 
and  social  life  of  the  community  the  best  and  highest  ideals  of  cilizen- 
sliip.  His  travels  have  extended  not  only  throughout  1h(>  T'nitcd  Slates, 
but  in  many  foreign  countries. 

Henry  Triesctimann.  One  of  the  largest  vineyards  on  Kelleys 
Island  is  owned  by  Heni-y  Trieschmann.  It  comprises  100  acres  devoted 
to  the  growing  and  culture  of  grapes.  For  a  great  many  years  one  of 
the  principal  industrious  carried  on  at  Kelleys  Island  has  been  grape 
culture,  and  Mr.  Trieschmann  has  been  one  of  the  active  citizens  and 
business  men  most  closely  identified  with  that  particular  line  of  endeavor. 

His  home  has  lieen  on  Kelleys  Island  for  u]nvai-ds  of  half  a  century. 
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He  was  born  September  8,  1843,  in  the  Province  of  Hesse,  Germany, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and  lived  there  until  he 
was  twenty-three.  In  1866  he  came  to  America  with  a  brother.  His 
first  location  was  in  Sandusky,  where  he  followed  his  trade  as  a  butcher. 
Afterwards  he  went  to  Cincinnati  and  was  in  the  same  line  of  business 
for  eight  mouths,  but  returned  to  Sandusky  and  continued  to  make  his 
home  in  that  city  for  two  years. 

It  was  in  1870  that  Mr.  Trieschmann  moved  to  Kelleys  Island,  and 
here  for  the  past  forty-five  years  he  has  conducted  the  chief  butchering 
and  retail  meat  business  on  the  island. 

As  a  viueyardist  Mr.  Trieschmann  is  also  a  director  and  treasurer  of 
the  Sweet  Valley  Wine  Company.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Kelleys  Island 
School  Board,,  and  in  politics  is  independent.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 
His  interests  also  include  the  ownership  of  .some  valuable  resident  prop- 
erty, and  for  a  great  many  years  it  has  been  his  habit  as  well  as  his 
pleasure  to  take  part  in  every  public  and  civic  movement  for  the  good  of 
the  village  in  which  he  resides. 

Mr.  Trieschmann  is  married  and  is  the  father  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  five  of  them  still  living,  namely:  Henry  A.,  Emma,  Katie, 
Clara  and  Julia. 

PIewson  L.  Peeke.  The  publishers  on  their  own  responsibility  desire 
to  make  some  record  of  the  career  and  services  of  Hewson  L.  Peeke,  who 
has  contributed  the  material  forming  the  general  history  of  Brie  County 
to  these  volumes. 

Mr.  Peeke  has  been  a  resident  of  Sandusky  since  December,  1883. 
He  was  born  in  South  Bend,  Indiana,  April  20,  1861.  A  part  of  his 
youth  was  spent  in  the  City  of  Chicago,  where  he  graduated  from  high 
school  in  1878.  He  took  his  collegiate  work  in  Williams  College,  where 
he  graduated  in  1882,  and  in  the  following  year  on  account  of  ill  health 
he  went  out  to  Dakota  Territory.  His  experiences  in  gaining  admission 
to  the  bar  of  the  territory  and  his  subsequent  law  studies  after  locating 
in  Ohio  have  been  recounted  on  other  pages.  Mr.  Peeke  was  admitted  to 
the  Ohio  bar  January  7,  1885,  and  at  once  took  up  practice  at  Sandusky. 

It  can  be  said  with  truth  that  few  lawyers  have  had  a  larger  and 
more  profitable  practice  than  Mr.  Peeke  in  Sandusky.  He  has  attended 
to  his  legal  biisiness  with  a  scrupulous  care  that  has  gained  him  the 
esteem  not  only  of  a  large  circle  of  clients  but  of  the  fellow  members  at 
the  bar:  His  standing  in  the  profession  was  given  an  unqualified  testi- 
monial when  he  was  recently  chosen  as  the  prohibition  candidate  for  the 
Supreme  judgeship  of  Ohio.  There  were  fourteen  candidates  for  the 
three  seats  to  be  filled  on  the  Supreme  bench,  and  Mr.  Peeke  stood  third 
in  the  size  of  the  vote  east  in  Erie  County.  It  is  with  proper  pride  that 
he  cherishes  as  a  memento  of  this  campaign  a  testimonial  of  confidence 
which  was  signed  by  thirty  members  of  the  county  bar,  in  fact  all  but 
two.    This  testimonial  reacts  as  follows : 

"We  the  members  of  the  bar  of  Erie  county  desire  in  this  manner  to 
express  our  commendation  of  the  candidacy  of  H.  L.  Peeke  for  the  office 
of  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  and  in  support  thereof  offer 
the  following  considerations: 

"1.  We  believe  him  competent  to  fill  the  office  with  credit  to  him- 
self, the  profession  and  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

"2.  Mr.  Peeke  is  about  fifty-one  years  of  age  and  has  practiced  law 
in  the  State  of  Ohio  for  abovit  thirty  years,  and  has  enjoyed  a  large 
practice  in  both  the  State  and  Federal  court.  In  all  of  his  practice  he 
has  merited  the  confidence  of  the  members  of  the  bar,  and  the  judiciary, 
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aud  has  maintained  an  enviable  reputation  of  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  his 
clients. 

"3.  Northern  Ohio  has  not  been  represented  upon  the  Supreme  bench 
for  many  years  and  is  entitled  to  representation  this  year. ' ' 

Mr.  Peeke  is  a  man  of  varied  interests  and  attainments.  He  has 
always  been  intere.sted  in  things  literary,  and  particularly  in  history,  and 
it  was  his  enthusiasm  for  local  iiistory  and  his  desire  to  do  something  to 
preserve  in  permanent  form  the  i-eeords  of  Erie  County  that  led  to  his 
taking  up  the  work  represented  in  this  publication. 

Politically  he  has  for  fully  thirty  years  been  identified  with  the 
prohibition  party.  In  fact,  he  cast  his  first  ballot  for  the  prohibition 
ticket  in  1885.  He  has  always  advocated  the  idea  that  the  platform  of 
the  party  should  be  confined  to  prohibition,  and  has  consistently  urged 
that  principle  in  both  the  state  and  national  council  of  the  party.  He 
was  first  candidate  for  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  the 
prohibition  ticket  in  1891.  In  1900  he  was  a  candidate  for  presidential 
elector.  In  1902  he  was  candidate  for  Congress  in  the  Thirteenth  Ohio 
District.  He  was  chosen  grand  chief  templar  of  the  Ohio  Grand  Lodge 
of  Good  Templars  in  1902.  In  1901  he  formed  the  Cornerstone  Publish- 
ing Company  in  order  to  publish  the  Ohio  state  prohibition  paper.  At 
the  Akron  State  Convention  he  was  both  permanent  and  temporary  ' 
chaii-man  in  1901.  He  has  served  a  number  of  places  on  the  state  and 
national  committees  of  the  prohibition  party,  and  in  1912  became  a 
menilier  of  the  national  committee,  a  delegate  at  large  to  the  national 
convention,  and  was  chairman  of  the  state  committee.  He  was  also 
permanent  chairman  of  the  prohibition  state  convention  at  Springfield 
in  May,  1903,  and  was  chairman  of  the  State  Central  Committee  in  the 
3'ears  1905-06-07.  He  was  temporary  chairman  of  the  Ohio  State  Con- 
vention at  Columbus  in  1908.  In  1904  he  was  a  delegate  at  large  from 
Ohio  to  the  Indianapolis  convention  and  a  delegate  from  Ohio  to  the 
national  convention  at  Columbus  in  1908. 
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